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Intercultural awareness

The Government of the Republic of North Macedonia invest in raising intercultural awareness
among the population, but on ad hoc basis.

In 2015, the Government implemented campaign “Multiethnic and multi-religious cohesion”.
It consists of 18 videos for encouraging cohesion and mutual understanding among people with
different ethnic or religious background. All videos were broadcast on National TV stations. The

the Government of the RM) in specific playlist.

CSO'’s are usually the ones who are initiating different projects and camping for promotion of
social inclusion. Thus, Macedonian Center for Civic Education in April 2017 started with
implementation of 5- years long project for interethnic integration of youth in education. The aim
of this project is to help ensure positive interactions among young people of different ethnic
backgrounds at school and community level, while enhancing civic education, behavior and
youth volunteer skills. The project is financed by USAID. So far (Last updated: March, 2019),
the project has enabled more than 85 youth initiatives and joint student activities with the
participation of over 1,300 students from different ethnic communities; over 300 creative
workshops and theater forums with around 160 students in eight high schools; 9 public
discussions were organized in all the municipalities involved in the first year of the project,
involving more than 800 students, teachers, parents, mayors and municipal representatives.

The Ministry of Political System and Inter-Community Relations is formed in 2019, and it
performs works and duties related to:

e Functioning of political system;

e Securing and coordination of the support to the Government in realization of the strategic


https://national-policies.eacea.ec.europa.eu/youthwiki/chapters/republic-of-north-macedonia/45-initiatives-promoting-social-inclusion-and-raising-awareness
https://national-policies.eacea.ec.europa.eu/youthwiki/chapters/republic-of-north-macedonia/45-initiatives-promoting-social-inclusion-and-raising-awareness
https://national-policies.eacea.ec.europa.eu/youthwiki/chapters/republic-of-north-macedonia/45-initiatives-promoting-social-inclusion-and-raising-awareness
http://www.kultura.gov.mk/index.php/odnosi-so-javnost/soopstenija/2109-kampanja-megjuetnicki-i-megjureligiski-sozivot
http://www.kultura.gov.mk/index.php/odnosi-so-javnost/soopstenija/2109-kampanja-megjuetnicki-i-megjureligiski-sozivot
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCx3aQzSh3k_ueF0f0pyH14g
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCx3aQzSh3k_ueF0f0pyH14g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?list=PL4gkxYAv0yyfKahjGLiTUlVcMLvJ3un5E&v=wYfILEPUpmU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?list=PL4gkxYAv0yyfKahjGLiTUlVcMLvJ3un5E&v=wYfILEPUpmU
http://mk.mcgo.org.mk/projects/usaid-yei/
http://mk.mcgo.org.mk/projects/usaid-yei/
https://www.usaid.gov/mk/macedonia/fact-sheets/youth-ethnic-integration-project
https://www.usaid.gov/mk/macedonia/fact-sheets/youth-ethnic-integration-project
https://www.usaid.gov/mk/macedonia/fact-sheets/youth-ethnic-integration-project
https://www.usaid.gov/mk/macedonia/fact-sheets/youth-ethnic-integration-project
https://www.usaid.gov/mk/macedonia/fact-sheets/youth-ethnic-integration-project
https://www.usaid.gov/mk/macedonia/fact-sheets/youth-ethnic-integration-project
https://www.usaid.gov/mk/macedonia/fact-sheets/youth-ethnic-integration-project
https://www.usaid.gov/mk/macedonia/fact-sheets/youth-ethnic-integration-project

priority related to obligations arising from Framework agreement;

Securing and realization of financial assets required for successful development of the
process of realization of obligations arising from the Framework Agreement within the
frames of the Budget of the Republic of North Macedonia and donors;

Advancement and protection of the rights of communities as group of citizens of the
Republic of North Macedonia who live on the territory of the Republic of North Macedonia
and its representatives have different ethnic, linguistic, cultural, religious and other
specifics and are led by the will for protection and nurturing those specifics;

Monitoring the implementation of the right to use of languages and alphabets of the
communities;

Guaranteeing the protection of ethnic, cultural, linguistic and religious identity of the
communities;

International cooperation for issues referring to political life and inter-community relations;

Cooperation and harmonization of data from the data base in their competence with the
State Statistical Office;

Cooperation and performing professional works for the needs of the bodies of national and
local government in diplomatic and consular missions of the Republic of North Macedonia
and within other state bodies established in pursuance to the Constitution and law and in
institutions that perform activities in the area of public interest as stipulated by law, and
organized as agencies, funds, public institutions and public enterprises established by the
Republic of North Macedonia or from municipalities, from the city of Skopje, as well as the
municipalities in the city of Skopje;

Monitoring the state of inter-community relations in the Republic of North Macedonia on
national level, per regions and in the local self-government units;

Preparing reports and recommendations to the Government of the Republic of North
Macedonia, as well as the Inter-Communities Relations Committee;

Providing support to institutions in accomplishing the obligations stipulated in this Law;

Promoting and undertaking measures for enhancement of use of the language that is
spoken by at least 20% of the citizens of the Republic of North Macedonia;

Preparation of professional-analytical materials under their authority for the needs of the
Government of the Republic of North Macedonia;

Providing support to the Government in securing fair and equal representation of citizens
that belong to all communities in the state administration bodies;

Providing support in preparation of methodology for adoption of actions plans of the
Government in the area of equal representation in employment;

Providing support in coordination of activities with the bodies of state administration and
donors and

Performing other duties as stipulated by Law.



Young people's rights

There are not many state initiatives for promotion of young people’s rights. Usually initiatives are
coming from international or civic organizations and are later supported by some governmental
organizations.

At the end of 2017, the International Labor Organization organized workshop in municipality of
Bitola, targeting youth up to 29 years of age. The workshop was intended to provide support to
trade unions, employment services, education and science institutions and youth organizations
in their initiatives aimed at raising the awareness of young people about their rights at the
workplace.

From January 1, 2018, the Youth Information and Advisory Centers INFO SEGA from Prilep
and Kavadarci in cooperation with fakulteti.mk and Macedonian Confederation of Free Trade

Unions officially started the National campaign "365 workers' rights for youth". The campaign
aimed to raise awareness among young people about their labor rights. Through the activities of
the campaign, it worked to increase the awareness of young people to understand that they
have rights in the workplace in which way, where and how to get information about them. The
campaign "365 Labor Rights of Youth" was supported by the Program for decentralized
cooperation between the region of Normandy and Macedonia, the Agency of Youth and Sport of
the Republic of North Macedonia and the State Labor Inspectorate. The campaign lasted till the
end of 2018, and it consisted of debates, workshops, research and an online campaign which
was conducted throughout the year with the publication of a single right from the Labor Law on
a daily basis.

Key initiatives to safeguard democracy and prevent
radicalisation leading to violent extremism

Research shows that young people in North Macedonia are vulnerable to radicalization. The
information shows that the high unemployment rate and the overall poor economic situation of
the young people in North Macedonia is one of the reasons for the radicalization. In a situation
where young people do not see hope for a better tomorrow, they become an easy target for
manipulationﬂl

It is believed that the youth are the most targeted demographic in North Macedonia. The vague
concept of radicalization often leaves the youth unprotected and unequipped with the needed
counter-arguments or understandings for how not to fall into the traps of extremist propaganda.

But, the National Strategy of Republic of Macedonia for Fight Against Terrorism (2018-2022) (
e L R L b L L L R R L b L L R b b L L b L L L R L R L L L L R L e L R Lol Lo TR T 2o 1)

(2018-2022)) doesn't foresee some measure to prevent youth radicalization neither include
young people in the description of vulnerable categories of persons.

In October 2014, the Ministry of Internal Affairs organized conference with topic "Terrorism:
Prevention of Radicalization of the Young Population". The conference was of a closed type and
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was attended by members of the intelligence and security services of several countries in the
region. It did not produce any publicly available output.

No further initiatives were taken.



