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Political Commitment to Evidence-Based Youth Policy

Occasionally, there are efforts from governmental institutions to support youth policies with 
knowledge and evidence from research on youth. Thus, the basis for initiating this process of 
creating the National Youth Strategy 2016-2025 was the Youth Trends Survey (??????????? 
???????? ?? ????????? ??????????) conducted by the Institute of Sociological, Political and 
Juridical Research in the period from September to December 2014.

In order to reduce the differences between the supplied workforce and the required skills, the 
Employment Service Agency of the Republic of North Macedonia conduct a survey for analysis 
of skills needs in the labor market. The analysis provides some short-term indicators of 
employers’ expectations in term of new employments and the skills needs that people have at 
their disposal, as they could be competitive on the labor market. The findings of the analysis 
provide the basis for creating active programs and measures for the preparation for 
employment, aimed at raising the skills of the unemployment, in order to increase their 
competitiveness on the labor market and faster employment. However, it is important to mention 
that such analyzes do not include young people in particular, but they are general and cover the 
entire working-age population in North Macedonia.

Youth Employment as high priority of the Government is a theme that requires specific scientific 
research aimed at developing tailored and relevant programs and measures. The development 
of the Action Plan for Youth Employment 2016 – 2020 was based on specific evidence-based 
research supported by the International Labor Organization in collaboration with the Ministry of 
Labor and Social Policy, using specific economic indicators (Labor market transitions of young 
women and men in the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia (?????? ?? ??????? ???? ? 
???? ?? ??????? ?? ?????? ?? ??????????? ????????????? ????????? ??????????), June 
2016).

With the support of the International Labor Organization, for the purposes of the Youth 
Guarantee, a study was conducted on the profile of young people who are not employed, nor 
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are involved in education or training. The objective of this policy guidance note is to provide a 
snapshot of young people neither in employment, nor in education or training (NEET) in North 
Macedonia.

Cooperation between policy-making and research

No institutionalized mechanisms of cooperation with the research community exist in North 
Macedonia. There is no specific Youth Research Center or Youth Institute funded by the State.

Cooperation between policy-making and research institution/academic community is on ad-hoc 
basis. For example, the latest survey of the Youth Trends in North Macedonia which was 
ordered by the Agency of Youth and Sport dates back to 2014.

National Statistics and available data sources

The State Statistical Office (SSO) is responsible for overall statistics for the country, including 
young people. According to the 2002 census (last organized census), the population of North 
Macedonia is 2022547 inhabitants. The population of young people aged 15 – 29 is 480828 
inhabitants (which is almost 24% of the population). 
http://www.stat.gov.mk/PrikaziPoslednaPublikacija.aspx?id=54.

The SSO collects data for youth for the following age groups: 15 – 18, 19 – 24, 25 – 29. At 
thematic level, the SSO collects data on education, labor market (employment), population, 
social welfare: http://www.stat.gov.mk/PrikaziPublikacija.aspx?id=34&rbr=735.  

The following youth indicators are collected at national level: Unemployment rate; Working age 
population by economic activity; Labor force by educational attainment, Activity rates of the 
population aged 15 years and over, NEET.

No regular youth reports at national level, other data and analysis are produced.

Budgetary Allocations supporting research in the youth 
field

No budgetary allocations or particular budget lines are available for supporting research in the 
youth field.
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