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Germany 
 
OVERVIEW 

Youth Policy in Germany 
The official document addressing the needs and/or rights of young people and youth 
issues is the Social Code, Book VIII – Child and Youth Services [Sozialgesetzbuch Achtes 
Buch Kinder- und Jugendhilfe, SGB VIII]. It is a federal law. It is also called the Child and 
Youth Services Act [Kinder- und Jugendhilfegesetz (KJHG)]. It came into force in January 
1991 (in the newly formed German Länder in October 1990). Each federal state 
(Bundesland) has an implementation act pertaining to the Child and Youth Services Act. 

Youth policy-making takes place at different levels. At national (Bund) level, it  is under 
the responsibility of the Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and 
Youth (Bundesministerium für Familie, Senioren, Frauen und Jugend, BMFSFJ). The 
Ministry is responsible for encouraging and supporting youth (and child and youth 
welfare) policy activities in cases where it has supraregional significance and c annot be 
encouraged and supported by a federal state alone. 
The cooperation between public and non-public institutions and organisations is 
determined by the principle of subsidiarity. This principle says that a c entral authority 
performs only those tasks that cannot be executed by a person, group or organisation at  
a more local level. 

A joint youth strategy of the Federal Government was developed and introduced in 
December 2019. It aims at involving young people in all decisions c oncerning them. In 
doing so they shall be offered the best possible conditions to cope with the challenges of 
this independent phase of life called youth. The youth strategy is based on the 'new 
youth policy' that has been pursued by the Family Affairs, Senior Cit izens, Women and 
Youth (Bundesministerium für Familie, Senioren, Frauen und Jugend, BMFSFJ) for a 
couple of years. Thus it makes the shared interests of millions of young people and 
adults between 12 and 27 visible. 

Ratio of young people in the total population on 1st January 

 
  

http://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/sgb_8/
https://www.bmfsfj.de/
https://www.bmfsfj.de/bmfsfj/themen/kinder-und-jugend/jugendbildung/jugendstrategie/jugendstrategie/jugendstrategie-der-bundesregierung/77406
https://www.bmfsfj.de/bmfsfj/themen/kinder-und-jugend/jugendbildung/jugendstrategie/jugendstrategie/jugendstrategie-der-bundesregierung/77406
http://www.bmfsfj.de/
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Ratio of men and women in the youth population 

 

Men  Women 

Statistic references 
References: 

Ratio (%) of young people in the total population (2017): Eurostat, yth_demo_020 [data 
extracted on 4/09/2018]. 

Absolute number of young people on 1 January for the age group 15-29 (2017): 
Eurostat, yth_demo_010 [data extracted on 4/09/2018]. 

Ratio (%) of men and women in the youth population (2017): Eurostat, yth_demo_020 
[data extracted on 4/09/2018]. 

Young immigrants from non-EU countries (2016): Eurostat, yth_demo_070 [data 
extracted on 4/09/2018]. 
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1. YOUTH POLICY GOVERNANCE 

This chapter deals with main aspects of youth policy in Germany, ranging from the main 
legislative regulations, main stakeholders, decision-making processes and main ways of 
funding youth policy. It also touches upon how youth policy is informed by research on 
youth issues. Furthermore, it provides information on cross-border cooperation in the 
youth field and topics currently being discussed in the field of youth policy. 
Youth policy-making takes place at different levels. At federal (Bund) level, it is under the 
responsibility of the Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and 
Youth (Bundesministerium für Familie, Senioren, Frauen und Jugend, BMFSFJ). The 
Ministry is responsible for encouraging and supporting youth (and child and youth 
welfare) policy activities in cases where it has supraregional significance and c annot be 
encouraged and supported by a federal state alone. 

At federal state (Länder) level, it is the ministries in charge of youth affairs and the youth 
offices that initiate, promote and develop child and youth policy and services. The 
ministries cooperate and coordinate their work through the Conference of Ministers for 
Youth and Family Affairs (Jugend- und Familienministerkonferenz, JMFK). Chairmanship 
2021: Bavaria. 
At local level, it is the towns and municipalities with their youth offices that plan and fund 
child and youth services. 
The cooperation between public and non-public institutions and organisations is 
determined by the principle of subsidiarity. This principle says that a c entral authority 
performs only those tasks that cannot be executed by a person, group or organisation at  
a more local level. 
In 2019 a joint youth strategy of the Federal Government was developed. An 
interministerial working group was set up to help develop the strategy and to coordinate 
the cross-sectorial cooperation. The youth strategy was developed taking into ac count 
certain main fields of action, amongst them participation, diversity, rural & urban space, 
mobility, Europe & the world, environment, health and security. 

A major issue in the country’s policies is the integration and support of young refugees. 
Further information on the programmes and activities implemented can be found in the 
other Youth Wiki chapters. 

1.1 Target population of youth policy 
Germany has a large number of laws dealing with the needs and rights of young people 
(> Section 1.2. National youth law > Existence of a national youth law). These laws apply 
different age limits to define youth and young people. The list below shows the age limit s 
found in key laws with the word "youth" or similar in their title. 

Section 7 of Book 8 of the German Social Code – Child and Youth Services 
(Sozialgesetzbuch Achtes Buch – Kinder- und Jugendhilfe, SGB VIII) inc ludes different  
age groups to define "youth": 

• Child: any person under the age of 14, 
• Adolescent: a person that has turned 14 already but not yet 18, 

• Young person that has attained full age: a person that has turned 18 already but  not  
yet 27, 

• Young person: a person who has not turned 27 yet. 

Section 1 of the Protection of Young Persons Act (Jugendschutzgesetz, JuSchG) uses the 
following definitions: 

http://www.bmfsfj.de/
https://www.jfmk.de/
https://www.bmfsfj.de/resource/blob/146330/a6f7b2c5fbd995374eb7e7c22b8a4777/in-gemeinsamer-verantwortung-politik-fuer-mit-und-von-jugend-die-jugendstrategie-der-bundesregierung-data.pdf
https://national-policies.eacea.ec.europa.eu/youthwiki/chapters/germany/12-national-youth-law
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• Child: any person under the age of 14, 
• Young person: a person that has turned 14 already but not yet 18. 

• The Act further differentiates between young people who are 14 or 15 years old, and 
young people who are 16 or 17 years old.  

Section 2 of the Young Persons (Protection of Employment) Act (Gesetz zum Schutze der 
arbeitenden Jugend, JArbSchG) uses the following definitions: 

• Child: any person under the age of 15, 
• Adolescent: any person that has turned 15 already but not yet 18. 

However, the law sees young people aged 15 and over as children if they are still in 
compulsory full-time education. Section 1 of the Youth Courts Act 
(Jugendgerichtgesetz, JGG) distinguishes between juveniles and young adults: 

• Juvenile: any person who is 14 but not yet 18 years old (at the time of the offence). 

• Young adult: any person who is 18 but not yet 21 years old (at the time of the 
offence). 

The Act to Promote Youth Voluntary Services (Gesetz zur Förderung von 
Jugendfreiwilligendiensten, JFDG) targets young people who have left compulsory 
full-time education up until reaching the age of 27. This Ac t  thus also inc ludes young 
adults under the term "youth". 

This (incomplete) overview of the different legal age limits used to define "youth" shows 
the lack of a uniform legal definition of the transition phase between adolescence and 
adulthood, and that context plays a large role in interpretation. Exc eptions to this are 
established concepts such as child protection, which applies to all minors (any person 
under the age of 18). The Federal Youth Board (Bundesjugendkuratorium) published an 
expert synopsis in 2020 of the various legal age limits applied to young adults aged 18 to 
27 (Rechtsexpertise Gesetzliche Altersgrenzen im jungen Erwachsenenalter) along with 
explanations and contexts. The experts found that different laws use different words to 
describe the stage of life after reaching the age of majority. For example: SGB VIII refers 
to "young persons that have attained full age" (junge Volljährige) and for subsets of this 
group it uses "young people" (junge Menschen); JGG calls them "young adults" 
(Heranwachsenden); and Book 2 of the German Social Code – Basic Security for 
Jobseekers (Sozialgesetzbuch Zweites Buch – Grundsicherung für Arbeitssuchende, SGB 
II) speaks of "young adults" (junge Erwachsenen) or of "children" (Kinder) when plac ing 
them in the context of the parental relationship. The report notes that the descript ion of 
the stage of life after reaching the age of majority does not  always c oincide with the 
defined upper age limits. 

Some youth-related policy documents and reports use their own standards or standards 
oriented to other laws. For example: both the 15th Child and Youth Report (15. Kinder-  
und Jugendbericht) (> Section 1.6 Evidence-based youth policy) and the federal 
government's Youth Strategy (> Section 1.3. National youth strategy) c onsider young 
people to be any person aged between 12 and 27. A youth c heck c ompetence c entre 
(Kompetenzzentrum Jugend-Check) set up in 2017 looks at planned policy changes 
across all federal ministries and assesses their potential effects on young people aged 12 
to 27. 

The Federal Statistical Office (Statistisches Bundesamt, Destatis) also refers to a range of 
age groups in specific contexts: 

• 15 to 24 years when talking about youth unemployment/employment or youth and 
family. 

• 15 to 19 years when referring to accidents, violence or self-harming behaviour. 
• 15 to 27 years when referring to the number of foreign young people born in 

Germany. 

https://www.bundesjugendkuratorium.de/stellungnahmen/rechtsexpertise-gesetzliche-altersgrenzen-im-jungen-erwachsenenalter.html
https://www.jugend-check.de/english/
https://www.jugend-check.de/english/
https://www.destatis.de/DE/Home/_inhalt.html
https://www.destatis.de/DE/Home/_inhalt.html
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1.2 National youth law 
Existence of a National Youth Law 
Germany does not currently have a separate law in place at national or regional level 
that deals comprehensively with the needs and rights of young people. Instead, a 
number of different laws address the needs and rights of young people along with other 
related youth policy matters. Some of these laws include the word "youth" or similar in 
their title and regulate in relative detail important areas of young people's lives. Other 
laws regulate the needs and rights of the general population, and include rules that affect 
young people. The table below lists many – but not all – of the federal laws that  affect 
the lives of young people:  

Law Content (affecting 
young people) Enacted Last 

amended 

Book 8 German Social Code – Child 
and Youth Services (Sozialgesetzbuch 
Achtes Buch – Kinder- und 
Jugendhilfe, SGB VIII) 

Governing the services 
and structures of child 
and youth services 
including youth work 
and youth social work. 

26 June 1990; 
new version 
11 September 
2002 

28 April 2020 

Youth Courts Act 
(Jugendgerichtsgesetz, JGG) 

Regulating criminal 
law relating to young 
people. 

4 August 
1953; new 
version 
11 December 
1974 

9 December 
2019 

Protection of Young Persons Act 
(Jugendschutzgesetz, JuSchG) 

Regulating the 
protection of children 
and young people in 
public, including 
restrictions on the 
sale, supply and 
consumption of legal 
drugs, access to films 
and computer games, 
gambling, and the 
presence of children 
and young people in 
restaurants and 
discos. 

23 July 2002 10 March 
2017 

Young Persons (Protection of 
Employment) Act (Gesetz zum 
Schutze der arbeitenden Jugend, 
JArbSchG) 

Regulating 
employment 
protection for young 
people, including 
working hours, 
overtime and holiday 
entitlement. 

12 April 1976 12 December 
2019 

Act to Promote Youth Voluntary 
Services (Gesetz zur Förderung von 
Jugendfreiwilligendiensten, JFDG) 

Regulating the 
Voluntary Social Year 
(Freiwilliges Soziales 
Jahr, FSJ) and the 
Voluntary Ecological 
Year (Freiwilliges 
Ökologisches Jahr, 
FÖJ). 

16 May 2008 12 December 
2019 

https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/sgb_8/
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/sgb_8/
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/sgb_8/
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/sgb_8/
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/englisch_jgg/index.html
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/englisch_jgg/index.html
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/juschg/index.html
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/juschg/index.html
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/jarbschg/index.html
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/jarbschg/index.html
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/jarbschg/index.html
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/jarbschg/index.html
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/englisch_jfdg/index.html
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/englisch_jfdg/index.html
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/englisch_jfdg/index.html
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Act on Proceedings in Family Matters 
and in Matters of Non-contentious 
Jurisdiction (Gesetz über das 
Verfahren in Familiensachen und in 
den Angelegenheiten der freiwilligen 
Gerichtsbarkeit, FamFG) 

Regulating 
proceedings in family 
matters, including 
divorce, parentage, 
adoption, estate. 

17 December 
2008 

19 March 
2020 

Act on cooperation and information in 
child protection matters (Gesetz zur 
Kooperation und Information im 
Kinderschutz, KKG) 

Protecting the welfare 
of children and young 
people and promoting 
their physical, mental 
and emotional 
development. 

22 December 
2011 

23 December 
2016 

Adoption Placement Act 
(Adoptionsvermittlungsgesetz, 
AdVermiG) 

Regulating adoption 
placement and 
prohibiting surrogacy. 

2 July 1976; 
new version 
22 December 
2001 

22 November 
2019 

German Interstate Treaty on the 
Protection of Minors in the Media 
(Jugendmedienschutz-Staatsvertrag, 
JMStV) 

JMStV is an agreement 
between all federal 
states (Länder) to 
ensure the same level 
of protection for young 
people across 
Germany. The 
regulations aim to 
prevent broadcasting 
and television services 
that could harm or 
endanger the 
development or 
upbringing of children 
and young people. 

13 September 
2002 

3 December 
2015 

Federal Training Assistance Act 
(Bundesausbildungsförderungsgesetz, 
BAföG) 

Regulating individual 
financial assistance for 
young people in 
training. 

26 August 
1971; new 
version 
7 December 
2010 

25 May 2020 

Book 12 German Social Code – Social 
Assistance (Sozialgesetzbuch Zwölftes 
Buch – Sozialhilfe, SGB XII) 

Regulating social 
assistance in 
Germany. Specific to 
young people, SGB XII 
covers the standard 
needs rates, training 
and participation 
expenses, and cost 
reimbursements for 
placement with 
another family, to 
name just a few. 

27 December 
2003 

19 June 
2020 

German Civil Code (Bürgerliches 
Gesetzbuch, BGB) 

Regulating legal 
relationships between 
private individuals. 
Specific to young 
people, it regulates 
areas such as the age 

18 August 
1896, new 
version 
2 January 
2002 

12 June 
2020 

https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/englisch_famfg/index.html
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/englisch_famfg/index.html
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/englisch_famfg/index.html
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/englisch_famfg/index.html
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/englisch_famfg/index.html
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/englisch_famfg/index.html
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/kkg/index.html
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/kkg/index.html
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/kkg/index.html
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/kkg/index.html
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/advermig_1976/index.html
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/advermig_1976/index.html
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/advermig_1976/index.html
https://www.gesetze-bayern.de/Content/Document/JMStV
https://www.gesetze-bayern.de/Content/Document/JMStV
https://www.gesetze-bayern.de/Content/Document/JMStV
https://www.gesetze-bayern.de/Content/Document/JMStV
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/baf_g/index.html
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/baf_g/index.html
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/baf_g/index.html
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/sgb_12/index.html
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/sgb_12/index.html
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/sgb_12/index.html
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/englisch_bgb/index.html
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/englisch_bgb/index.html
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of majority and 
capacity to contract. 

Book 3 German Social Code – 
Employment Promotion 
(Sozialgesetzbuch Drittes Buch – 
Arbeitsförderung, SGB III) 

Specific to young 
people, it regulates 
areas such as 
vocational training 
assistance. 

24 March 1997 14 July 2020 

Book 2 German Social Code – Basic 
Security for Jobseekers 
(Sozialgesetzbuch Zweites Buch – 
Grundsicherung für Arbeitsuchende, 
SGB II) 

Aiming to enable 
recipients to live a 
dignified existence by 
providing basic 
security for 
jobseekers. 

24 December 
2003; new 
version 13 May 
2011 

12 June 
2020 

German Criminal Code 
(Strafgesetzbuch, StGB) 

StGB only applies to 
criminal acts by young 
people and 
adolescents where 
such acts are not 
covered by the 
provisions of the Youth 
Courts Act 
(Jugendgerichtsgesetz, 
JGG). 

15 May 1871; 
new version 
13 November 
1998  

10 July 2020 

Book 9 German Social Code – 
Rehabilitation and Participation of 
Disabled Persons (Sozialgesetzbuch 
Neuntes Buch – Rehabilitation und 
Teilhabe von Menschen mit 
Behinderungen, SGB IX) 

Setting out regulations 
for people with 
disability and people 
at risk of disability. 
Specific to young 
people, SGB IX 
contains rules on the 
scope of application, 
and support for young 
apprentices with 
disability. 

23 December 
2017 

14 December 
2019 

Federal Elections Act 
(Bundeswahlgesetz, BWahlG) 

Regulating young 
people's right to vote 
(aktives Wahlrecht) 
and right to be elected 
(passives Wahlrecht). 

7 May 1956; 
new version 
23 July 1993 

19 June 
2020  

The Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth 
(Bundesministerium für Familie, Senioren, Frauen und Jugend, BMFSFJ) is the federal 
authority responsible for youth and child and youth services. At regional (Länder) level, it 
is the ministries for education and/or social affairs (> Section 1.4. Youth policy decision-
making). However, the laws listed here are developed mostly outside of the youth 
department. Youth policy – i.e. policies targeting young people, their needs and rights – 
is decided by all departments and ministries that develop and implement laws which 
affect the lives of young people (such as the departments of labour, soc ial affairs, or 
health). Despite this, Book 8 of the German Social Code (Sozialgesetzbuch Achtes Buch, 
SGB VIII) is often seen as the main law regulating matters relating to young people. 

The development of the federal government's Youth Strategy (> Sec t ion 1.3 Nat ional 
youth strategy) served to strengthen the idea of establishing a cross-sectoral youth 
policy coordinated by BMFSFJ. At the same time, non-curricular inst itutional roles and 
responsibilities relating to young people in Germany, in particular the provision of youth 

https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/sgb_3/BJNR059500997.html
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/sgb_3/BJNR059500997.html
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/sgb_3/BJNR059500997.html
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/sgb_3/BJNR059500997.html
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/sgb_2/
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/sgb_2/
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/sgb_2/
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/sgb_2/
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/sgb_2/
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/englisch_stgb/index.html
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/englisch_stgb/index.html
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/sgb_9_2018/index.html
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/sgb_9_2018/index.html
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/sgb_9_2018/index.html
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/sgb_9_2018/index.html
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/sgb_9_2018/index.html
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/sgb_9_2018/index.html
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/bwahlg/index.html
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/bwahlg/index.html
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work, youth social work and youth services, are assigned to the youth department. The 
result is a highly complex youth policy framework in Germany and many different  laws 
defining the legal age limits for the period of life known as "youth".  

As at federal level, specific departments in the federal states (Länder) are responsible for 
youth and for implementing child and youth services. This is in contrast to the idea of a 
cross-sectoral youth policy. Sections 69 to 71 of SGB VIII require the federal states to 
enact a law implementing the Child and Youth Services Act (Kinder- und 
Jugendhilfegesetz). These laws, together with the school acts in the federal states, are 
important instruments under Germany's federal structure (> Section 1.4.1. Policy-
making) regulating large parts of the lives of young people. Municipal c onstitution ac ts 
(Kommunalverfassungsgesetze) and municipal codes (Gemeindeordnungen) in the states 
also offer supporting regulations. Many states regulate young people's part icipation in 
planning matters and projects related to their interests in the municipal constitution acts 
and municipal codes. Whilst some are legal requirements, others are rec ommendat ions 
or advisory guidelines, i.e. young people can be involved (e.g. section 41a of the 
municipal code of Baden-Württemberg (Gemeindeordnung Baden-Württemberg), young 
people should be involved (e.g. section 36 of the municipal constitution act of Lower 
Saxony (Niedersächsisches Kommunalverfassungsgesetz) and young people must be 
involved (e.g. section 47f of the municipal code of Schleswig-Holstein (Gemeindeordnung 
Schleswig-Holstein) (> Section 5 Participation).  
Lastly, a few words on the relationship between youth policy and education policy: 
Education policy in Germany is decided by the federal states (Länder). The Basic Law for 
the Federal Republic of Germany (Grundgesetz, GG) says that the 16 federal states 
largely have sole legislative competence for schools and education. These powers mean 
each state decides for itself on how the education system is organised and how educators 
are trained. The federal states coordinate supra-regional issues, like the mutual 
recognition of school-leaving qualifications, at the Standing Conference of the Ministers of 
Education and Cultural Affairs (Kultusministerkonferenz, KMK). 
Education policy, in the context of youth policy as described above, affects large parts of 
the lives of young people, making it an important part of youth policy. Despite this, there 
is still a relatively clear division in Germany between a) formal education and education 
policy, and b) the field of non-formal and informal education, which is taught  via youth 
work and other channels. Discussions are held regularly on this issue. Questions include: 
How can youth work initiatives be incorporated into all-day schooling programmes? Or: 
Which non-formal and informal learning opportunities are available in schools? This 
relationship leads to overlaps in discourse on youth policy and education policy.  

Scope and contents 
This section only looks at those laws containing the word "youth" or similar in their t it le 
from the large body of legislation addressing the needs and rights of young people (> 
Section 1.2.1. National youth law). Book 8 of the German Social Code – Child and 
Youth Services (Sozialgesetzbuch Achtes Buch – Kinder und Jugendhilfe, SGB 
VIII) regulates many of the services and responsibilities of child and youth services. 
These relate to: 

• Youth work, youth social work, educational child and youth protection. 

• Supporting education in the family. 
• Supporting children in child day care. 

• Socio-educational support services. 

• Help with integrating children and young people with mental health problems. 
• Help for young persons that have attained full age. 

SGB VIII also says who is responsible for organising and providing these services. It thus 
provides the legal basis for these responsibilities at federal, regional (Länder) and loc al 

https://dejure.org/gesetze/GemO/41a.html
https://dejure.org/gesetze/GemO/41a.html
https://www.voris.niedersachsen.de/jportal/portal/t/pri/page/bsvorisprod.psml/action/portlets.jw.MainAction?p1=15&eventSubmit_doNavigate=searchInSubtreeTOC&showdoccase=1&doc.hl=0&doc.id=jlr-KomVerfGNDV1P36&doc.part=S&toc.poskey=#focuspoint
https://www.voris.niedersachsen.de/jportal/portal/t/pri/page/bsvorisprod.psml/action/portlets.jw.MainAction?p1=15&eventSubmit_doNavigate=searchInSubtreeTOC&showdoccase=1&doc.hl=0&doc.id=jlr-KomVerfGNDV1P36&doc.part=S&toc.poskey=#focuspoint
http://www.gesetze-rechtsprechung.sh.juris.de/jportal/portal/t/mof/page/bsshoprod.psml/action/portlets.jw.MainAction?p1=25&eventSubmit_doNavigate=searchInSubtreeTOC&showdoccase=1&doc.hl=0&doc.id=jlr-GemOSH2003V19P47f&doc.part=S&toc.poskey=#focuspoint
http://www.gesetze-rechtsprechung.sh.juris.de/jportal/portal/t/mof/page/bsshoprod.psml/action/portlets.jw.MainAction?p1=25&eventSubmit_doNavigate=searchInSubtreeTOC&showdoccase=1&doc.hl=0&doc.id=jlr-GemOSH2003V19P47f&doc.part=S&toc.poskey=#focuspoint
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authority level, supported by non-statutory child and youth service organisations (> 
Section 1.4.1. Structure of decision-making). Quite a few provisions of SGB VIII are 
directed at specific young target groups and/or at assistance for specific target groups. 
These are: 

• Children and young people with psychological impairments (Sections 27 to 40). 

• Young people who have attained full age (Sections 27 to 41, 86a). 
• Unaccompanied refugee minors (Sections 42, 88a). 

In 2018 a broad participation and dialogue process began on reforming SGB VIII (for 
content > Section 1.9 Current debates and reforms). The Federal Ministry for Family 
Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth (Bundesministerium für Familie, Senioren, 
Frauen und Jugend, BMFSFJ) invited around 50 experts from a prac t ical and sc ientif ic 
background in child and youth services, as well as from disability organisat ions, health 
care, and the states and local authorities, to discuss reforming the SGB VIII as part  of 
the initiative Have your say: Shaping the future of child and youth servic es (Mit reden – 
Mitgestalten: Die Zukunft der Kinder- und Jugendhilfe). BMFSFJ asked the German 
Federal Youth Council (Deutscher Bundesjugendring) to represent youth interests in the 
debate. BMFSFJ is using the results of these discussions in a draft revision of SGB VIII. It  
is hoped the new version of the law will take effect by the end of the current 
parliamentary term (autumn 2021). 

The Youth Courts Act (Jugendgerichtgesetz, JGG) regulates juvenile criminal law. A 
juvenile (young person aged 14 to 17 years) shall bear criminal liability if, at the t ime of 
the act, they have reached a level of moral and intellectual maturity sufficient to enable 
them to understand the wrongfulness of the act and to conduct themselves in accordance 
with such understanding (Section 3 JGG). Youth criminal law is only applied to young 
adults (aged 18 to 20 years) if, at the time of the act, they were st ill equivalent  to a 
juvenile in terms of their moral and intellectual development, or the type, circumstances 
and motives of the act indicate that it constituted youth misconduct (Section 105 JGG). 

The Protection of Young Persons Act (Jugendschutzgesetz, JuSchG) regulates 
youth protection in public and the media. This includes the presence of young people in 
restaurants, amusement arcades, at potentially harmful events and establishments, and 
film events, as well as their use of gambling services, alcoholic drinks, smoking in public , 
and tobacco products, and the rating of films and film and game programmes. 
The Young Persons (Protection of Employment) Act (Jugendarbeitsschutzgesetz, 
JArbSchG) specifies the conditions under which under-18s are allowed to work. This 
relates to working time and free time, and to bans and restrictions on employment. 
As the federal states (Länder) are solely responsible for legislation on the organisation of 
schools and education (> Section 1.2.1 Existence of a national youth law), each state has 
its own school act (Schulgesetz) on the rights and obligations of pupils, educators, 
parents and schools. The school acts play a major role in young people's lives, but unlike 
the laws listed above they are not enacted by the federal government . The Standing 
Conference of the Ministers of Education and Cultural Affairs (Kultusministerkonferenz, 
KMK) published an overview of the German education system as part  of the European 
Information Network on Education in Europe (EURYDICE). The KMK is where all of the 
state culture and education ministries come together to coordinate their activities.  

Revisions/updates 
The Federal Law Gazette (Bundesgesetzblatt) announces all c hanges and addit ions to 
laws. Below is a list of changes to the laws listed in Section 1.2.2. Scope and contents. 

Book 8 of the German Social Code – Child and Youth Services (Sozialgesetzbuch 
Achtes Buch – Kinder und Jugendhilfe, SGB VIII) from 1991 has been changed and 
amended quite a few times since it first came into effect nationwide. 41 amending laws 
have been enacted since 2007. Some relate to individual paragraphs, whilst others 

https://www.mitreden-mitgestalten.de/
https://www.mitreden-mitgestalten.de/
https://www.kmk.org/dokumentation-statistik/informationen-zum-deutschen-bildungssystem/dossier-englisch.html
https://www.buzer.de/gesetz/7514/l.htm
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concern a number of regulations. Below are a few examples of changes and 
amendments: 
• Section 42 SGB VIII was amended in response to the migration crisis. The Act to 

Improve the Accommodation, Care and Assistance for Unaccompanied Foreign 
Children and Young People (Gesetz zur Verbesserung der Unterbringung, Versorgung 
und Betreuung ausländischer Kinder und Jugendlicher) came into effect on 
1 November 2015 and included changes in relation to the German Residence Act 
(Aufenthaltsgesetz, AufenthG) and the Nationality Act (Staatsangehörigkeitsgesetz, 
StAG). 

• On 1 January 2014 the Act on the Simplification of Administrative Processes of Child 
and Youth Services (Kinder- und Jugendhilfeverwaltungsvereinfachungsgesetz, KJVVG) 
effected changes to SGB VIII and Book 12 of the German Social Code 
(Sozialgesetzbuch Zwölftes Buch, SGB XII). 

• The Federal Child Protection Act Bundeskinderschutzgesetz, BKiSchG) came into effect 
on 1 January 2012 aiming to strengthen the active protection of c hildren and young 
people. A supplementary law regulates cooperation and information in child protection 
matters (Gesetz zur Kooperation und Information im Kinderschutz, KKG). The German 
Federal Child Protection Act (Bundeskinderschutzgesetz, BKiSchG) adopts changes to 
SGB VIII as well as Book 9 of the German Social Code (Sozialgesetzbuch Neuntes 
Buch, SGB IX) and the German Act on Assistance to Avoid and Cope with Conflic ts in 
Pregnancy (Schwangerschaftskonfliktgesetz, SchKG). 

• The further development of child and youth services with the Act on the Further 
Development of Child and Youth Services (Kinder- und 
Jugendhilfeweiterentwicklungsgesetz) of 8 September 2005 with changes to Book 7 of 
the German Social Code (Sozialgesetzbuch Siebtes Buch, SGB VII) and SGB VIII as 
well as a new version of SGB VIII. 

The Youth Courts Act (Jugendgerichtgesetz, JGG) was changed most recently at the 
end of 2019 following the implementation of two EU Directives in national law (EU 
Directive 2016/800 "on procedural safeguards for children who are suspects or ac cused 
persons in criminal proceedings" and EU Directive 2016/1919 "on legal aid for suspec ts 
and accused persons in criminal proceedings and for requested persons in European 
arrest warrant proceedings"). The updated JGG includes procedural safeguards to ensure 
that children and young adults who are suspects or accused persons in criminal 
proceedings can understand and follow the proceedings, and exercise their right to a fair 
trial. 
Generally speaking, most updates to the JGG are to incorporate new sources of danger to 
young people at the time, e.g. alcopops (2004), passive smoking (2007 and 2009), e-
cigarettes (2016) and the implementation of the European framework decision on 
combating the sexual abuse and sexual exploitation of children and child pornography 
(2008). 

The Young Persons (Protection of Employment) Act (Jugendarbeitsschutzgesetz, 
JArbSchG) has also been changed quite a few times. The last major update modernised 
and strengthened areas relating to vocational education and training and took effect on 
1 January 2020 (Act to modernise and strengthen vocational education and training 
[Gesetz zur Modernisierung und Stärkung der beruflichen Bildung]). 

1.3 National youth strategy 
Existence of a National Youth Strategy 
No national youth strategy developed jointly by the federal, regional (Länder) and loc al 
authorities exists in Germany. However, there are individual youth strategies both at 
national level and in various regions and local communities that build on the notion of an 

https://www.bgbl.de/xaver/bgbl/start.xav?startbk=Bundesanzeiger_BGBl&jumpTo=bgbl115s1802.pdf#__bgbl__%2F%2F*%5B%40attr_id%3D%27bgbl115s1802.pdf%27%5D__1594992569285
https://www.bgbl.de/xaver/bgbl/start.xav?startbk=Bundesanzeiger_BGBl&jumpTo=bgbl115s1802.pdf#__bgbl__%2F%2F*%5B%40attr_id%3D%27bgbl115s1802.pdf%27%5D__1594992569285
https://www.bgbl.de/xaver/bgbl/start.xav?startbk=Bundesanzeiger_BGBl&jumpTo=bgbl115s1802.pdf#__bgbl__%2F%2F*%5B%40attr_id%3D%27bgbl115s1802.pdf%27%5D__1594992569285
https://www.bgbl.de/xaver/bgbl/start.xav?startbk=Bundesanzeiger_BGBl&jumpTo=bgbl115s1802.pdf#__bgbl__%2F%2F*%5B%40attr_id%3D%27bgbl115s1802.pdf%27%5D__1594992569285
https://www.bgbl.de/xaver/bgbl/start.xav?startbk=Bundesanzeiger_BGBl&bk=Bundesanzeiger_BGBl&start=//*%5B@attr_id=%27bgbl113s3464.pdf%27%5D#__bgbl__%2F%2F*%5B%40attr_id%3D%27bgbl113s3464.pdf%27%5D__1594992749621
https://www.bgbl.de/xaver/bgbl/start.xav?startbk=Bundesanzeiger_BGBl&bk=Bundesanzeiger_BGBl&start=//*%5B@attr_id=%27bgbl113s3464.pdf%27%5D#__bgbl__%2F%2F*%5B%40attr_id%3D%27bgbl113s3464.pdf%27%5D__1594992749621
https://www.bgbl.de/xaver/bgbl/start.xav?start=//*%5b@attr_id=%27bgbl111s2975.pdf%27%5d#__bgbl__%2F%2F*%5B%40attr_id%3D%27bgbl111s2975.pdf%27%5D__1594992976045
https://www.bgbl.de/xaver/bgbl/start.xav?start=//*%5b@attr_id=%27bgbl105s2729.pdf%27%5d#__bgbl__%2F%2F*%5B%40attr_id%3D%27bgbl105s2729.pdf%27%5D__1594993913355
https://www.bgbl.de/xaver/bgbl/start.xav?start=//*%5b@attr_id=%27bgbl105s2729.pdf%27%5d#__bgbl__%2F%2F*%5B%40attr_id%3D%27bgbl105s2729.pdf%27%5D__1594993913355
https://www.bgbl.de/xaver/bgbl/start.xav?start=//*%5b@attr_id=%27bgbl105s2729.pdf%27%5d#__bgbl__%2F%2F*%5B%40attr_id%3D%27bgbl105s2729.pdf%27%5D__1594993913355
https://www.bgbl.de/xaver/bgbl/start.xav?startbk=Bundesanzeiger_BGBl&start=//*%5b@attr_id=%27bgbl119s2522.pdf%27%5d#__bgbl__%2F%2F*%5B%40attr_id%3D%27bgbl119s2522.pdf%27%5D__1594995613641
https://www.bgbl.de/xaver/bgbl/start.xav?startbk=Bundesanzeiger_BGBl&start=//*%5b@attr_id=%27bgbl119s2522.pdf%27%5d#__bgbl__%2F%2F*%5B%40attr_id%3D%27bgbl119s2522.pdf%27%5D__1594995613641
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Independent Youth Policy (Eigenständige Jugendpolitik) (> Section 1.3.2. Scope and 
contents). 
The 14th Child and Youth Report (14. Kinder- und Jugendbericht) introduced the idea of 
an Independent Youth Policy, which was further developed by the Federal Minist ry for 
Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth (Bundesministerium für Familie, 
Senioren, Frauen und Jugend, BMFSFJ) in its Youth Strategy 2015–2018 "Ac t ing for a 
child- and youth-friendly society" (Handeln für eine jugendgerechte Gesellschaft). In 
2019 the federal government took the next step and adopted its Youth Strategy 
(Jugendstrategie). The federal government's Youth Strategy is not tied to a specific t ime 
frame. It is a decision of the Federal Cabinet (Bundeskabinett) and was negotiated over 
two years by the federal ministries via an interministerial working group chaired by 
BMFSFJ. In Germany, the federal government implements the areas of the EU Youth 
Strategy 2019–2027 which lie within its competence. It does this by inc luding them as 
central elements of its Youth Strategy (> Section 1.4. Youth policy decision-making). 
The federal states (Länder) and local authorities have their own action plans, known 
as youth plans (Jugendpläne) (> Section 1.4. Youth policy decision-making > St ruc ture 
of decision-making). Each year, the youth plans outline which youth service tasks take 
priority in the respective region. Some federal states (for instance Rhineland-Palatinate, 
North Rhine-Westphalia, Saxony, Saxony-Anhalt and Thuringia) base their youth polic y 
strategies on the concept of the Independent Youth Policy (> Section 1.3 National youth 
strategy > Scope and contents). 

Scope and contents 
The federal government's Youth Strategy (Jugendstrategie) is based on the concept of 
the Independent Youth Policy (Eigenständige Jugendpolitik). Independent Youth Polic y 
puts the interests and needs of young people at the centre of all cross-sectoral activities 
relating to youth policy. It sees youth as a separate stage of life characterised by three 
core challenges that young people face: The acquisition of life skills (Qualifizierung), 
finding their own position in the world (Selbstpositionierung), and empowering them to 
take responsibility for themselves (Verselbstständigung) (see 15th Child and Youth 
Report [15. Kinder- und Jugendbericht]). In terms of youth policy, the development of 
the notion of an Independent Youth Policy marks a shift in German youth policy from 
department-centric to cross-sectoral policy. An Independent Youth Policy aims to: 
• Give young people social perspectives and opportunities for participation. 

• Create equal conditions for young people from different backgrounds. 

• Promote suitable procedures and structures to enable young people's involvement in 
matters that affect them. 

• See youth policy as a responsibility of society as a whole. 
• Make visible and tangible the potential and opportunities that young people contribute 

to society. 

The federal government's Youth Strategy is based on these central principles. It is for all 
young people aged 12 and 27, regardless of their background. The Youth St rategy aims 
to get young people involved in all decisions that affect them. This also means giving 
them the best possible chances of overcoming the challenges they face. 
As the Youth Strategy was being created, it identified nine action areas affecting young 
people: 
• Future, generational dialogue and images of youth. 

• Participation, commitment and democracy. 

• Urban and rural spaces, housing and culture. 
• Diversity and participation. 

https://www.dji.de/fileadmin/user_upload/bibs/14-Kinder-und-Jugendbericht.pdf
https://www.bmfsfj.de/bmfsfj/service/publikationen/handeln-fuer-eine-jugendgerechte-gesellschaft/115546
https://www.bmfsfj.de/bmfsfj/service/publikationen/handeln-fuer-eine-jugendgerechte-gesellschaft/115546
https://www.bmfsfj.de/blob/141940/a9789d196ec8313b0b6bda4d5fd18eae/in-gemeinsamer-verantwortung-politik-fuer-mit-und-von-jugend-data.pdf
https://www.bmfsfj.de/blob/141940/a9789d196ec8313b0b6bda4d5fd18eae/in-gemeinsamer-verantwortung-politik-fuer-mit-und-von-jugend-data.pdf
https://www.bmfsfj.de/blob/115438/d7ed644e1b7fac4f9266191459903c62/15-kinder-und-jugendbericht-bundestagsdrucksache-data.pdf
https://www.bmfsfj.de/blob/115438/d7ed644e1b7fac4f9266191459903c62/15-kinder-und-jugendbericht-bundestagsdrucksache-data.pdf
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• Education, work and freedom. 
• Mobility and digital issues. 

• Environment. 

• Health. 
• Europe and the world. 

• The Independent Youth Policy concept is implemented regionally (Länder) via youth 
policy strategies. The Independent Youth Policy Office (Arbeitsstelle Eigenständige 
Jugendpolitik) has written a synopsis of youth policy goals in the federal states. For 
example, in 2017 the Council of Ministers (Ministerrat) of Rhineland-Palatinate 
adopted a youth policy strategy called "JES! Young. Independent. Strong." (JES! Jung. 
Eigenständig. Stark.). It follows three goals: (1) To empower and support young 
people to participate in society; (2) To provide autonomous creative spaces; and 
(3) To safeguard participation in social policy-making and decision-making processes – 
thus strengthening participation and democratic community. These goals are applied 
in nine action areas: 

1. Holistic education – strengthening non-formal/informal education. 

2. Giving young people opportunities for self-directed action. 

3. Promoting social integration. 

4. Promoting intercultural openness. 
5. Strengthening participation. 

6. Promoting openness to gender diversity. 

7. Strengthening young people's media literacy. 
8. Strengthening efforts to prevent (right-wing) extremism. 

9. Strengthening young people with European/international experiences. 

Responsible authority for the implementation of the Youth 
Strategy 
The Interministerial Working Group on Youth (Interministerielle Arbeitsgruppe Jugend, 
IMA Jugend) developed the federal government's Youth Strategy (Jugendstrategie). The 
Working Group guides the implementation of the Youth Strategy supported by the Youth 
Strategy service office (Servicestelle Jugendstrategie) of the Foundation for the Social 
Pedagogical Institute Berlin "Walter May" (Stiftung Sozialpädagogisches Inst itut Berlin 
"Walter May", Stiftung SPI). The Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, 
Women and Youth (Bundesministerium für Familie, Senioren, Frauen und Jugend, 
BMFSFJ) coordinates IMA Jugend's activities. The Youth Strategy has not been the 
subject of evidence-based evaluation and no such evaluation is planned at present. 

To ensure civil society, the federal states (Länder) and municipal umbrella organisat ions 
are also involved in developing and implementing the Youth Strategy, BMFSFJ set  up a 
civic advisory council on the joint implementation of the federal government's Youth 
Strategy. 

Youth participation formats (such as the Youth Policy Days [Jugendpolitiktage] held every 
two years in Berlin) and the promotion of youth participation in the digital soc iety (e.g. 
via the participative project jugend.beteiligen.jetzt) help to get young people involved in 
developing and implementing the federal government's Youth Strategy. 
The Federal Cabinet (Bundeskabinett) decided to make the federal government 's Youth 
Strategy a fixed part of general federal policy, e.g. in the federal government's st rategy 
on demography (Demografiestrategie). 

  

https://www.jugendgerecht.de/
https://www.jugendgerecht.de/
https://www.jugendgerecht.de/downloads/2019_Jugendpolitik_Laender_Gesamtdokument1.pdf
http://www.eigenstaendige-jugendpolitik.rlp.de/
https://www.stiftung-spi.de/projekte/jugendstrategie/
https://www.stiftung-spi.de/projekte/jugendstrategie/
https://jugendpresse.de/projekte/jugendpolitiktage
https://jugend.beteiligen.jetzt/
https://www.bmfsfj.de/blob/137854/d54ed3c30bef003b10abb00df394ae4b/demografiestrategie-der-bundesregierung-data.pdf
https://www.bmfsfj.de/blob/137854/d54ed3c30bef003b10abb00df394ae4b/demografiestrategie-der-bundesregierung-data.pdf
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Revisions/updates 
The federal government adopted its Youth Strategy in December 2019. The Cabinet 's 
decision has not changed since then. 

Nevertheless, the development of an Independent Youth Policy and the result ing Youth 
Strategy of the federal government is proving very effective. Examples of change 
include: 
• The creation of new participative project formats that move away from a department-

centric view of youth policy and which are used for cross-sectoral topics. For instance, 
a Youth Council (Jugendbeirat) was set up at the Federal Ministry for Economic 
Cooperation and Development (Bundesministerium für wirtschaftliche 
Zusammenarbeit und Entwicklung, BMZ). The Youth Council's main aim is to make 
German development policy more child- and youth-friendly. 

• The youth check (Jugend-Check) looks at planned changes to federal policy and 
assesses their potential impact on young people aged 12 to 27. The f indings of the 
youth checks are evaluated by policymakers and social actors in the further course of 
the law-making process. 

• The Independent Youth Policy sent out strong messages on a number of themes, 
which were received both in Germany and at a European level within the presidency of 
the Council of the European Union (held by Germany from July 2020 to December 
2020). 

1.4 Youth policy decision-making 
Structure of Decision-making 
Youth policy matters in Germany are handled both across multiple departments and 
between different levels of government under the federal structure (> Section 1.2. 
National youth law). This work is based on an understanding of youth polic y as c ross-
sectoral policy oriented to the interests and needs of young people (Child and Youth 
Welfare Association [Arbeitsgemeinschaft für Kinder- und Jugendhilfe, AGJ] Youth Polic y 
2020). Additionally, the general consensus is that all forms of social policy are in effect 
youth policy (AGJ Youth Policy 2020) and virtually all policy areas affect young people 
and youth policy matters in one way or another. 
At federal (Bund) level, responsibilities are thus spread horizontally across the 
different departments according to their area of activity. Despite this, the Federal 
Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth (Bundesministerium für 
Familie, Senioren, Frauen und Jugend, BMFSFJ) oversees all youth policy and is the 
federal government contact for youth policy matters. As such, BMFSFJ is responsible for 
the Child and Youth Report (Jugendbericht) (> Section 1.6. Evidence-based youth 
policy), the funding initiatives Federal Child and Youth Plan (Kinder- und Jugendplan, 
KJP) and Live Democracy! (Demokratie Leben!) (> Section 1.7. Funding youth polic y), 
and institutional – i.e. long-term – funding for federal youth policy organisations. 

BMFSFJ plays a special role in youth policy with its Committee on Family Affairs, Senior 
Citizens, Women and Youth (Ausschuss für Familie, Senioren, Frauen und Jugend) in the 
German Parliament (Deutscher Bundestag). The Committee guides and monitors BMFSFJ 
as the government's parliamentary body and is responsible for youth matters. One of it s 
sub-committees is the Children's Commission (Kommission zur Wahrnehmung der 
Bedürfnisse von Kindern, KiKo). Part of the Children's Commission's role is to lobby on 
behalf of children and young people. On the German Parliament's (Deutscher Bundestag) 
website, the Children's Commission describes itself as a watchdog for children's interests. 
Children in this context means all young people under the age of 18. The Commission 
works both within and outside of parliament to promote the interests of children and 
young people and set a clear course for youth policy. It sees itself as a partner and 

https://www.kinder-und-jugendrechte.de/im-fokus/jugendpartizipation-in-der-entwicklungspolitik/wir-wollen-deine-stimme-hoeren
https://www.agj.de/fileadmin/files/positionen/2020/Jugend_braucht_mehr.pdf
https://www.agj.de/fileadmin/files/positionen/2020/Jugend_braucht_mehr.pdf
https://www.agj.de/fileadmin/files/positionen/2020/Jugend_braucht_mehr.pdf
https://www.agj.de/fileadmin/files/positionen/2020/Jugend_braucht_mehr.pdf
https://www.bmfsfj.de/bmfsfj/ministerium/ausschreibungen-foerderung/foerderrichtlinien/foerderrichtlinien-kinder-und-jugendplan-bund
https://www.bmfsfj.de/bmfsfj/ministerium/ausschreibungen-foerderung/foerderrichtlinien/foerderrichtlinien-kinder-und-jugendplan-bund
https://www.demokratie-leben.de/
https://www.bundestag.de/familie
https://www.bundestag.de/familie
https://www.bundestag.de/familie
https://www.bundestag.de/kiko
https://www.bundestag.de/kiko
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promoter of associations, organisations and institutions working in the interests of 
children and young people. 
Key areas of youth policy during the 19th parliamentary term of the German Parliament  
(Deutscher Bundestag) are found in the parliamentary work plan (Arbeitsplan). They 
include digitalisation, its opportunities and risks for children and young people; 
participation; child protection; and child and youth poverty. 

Responsibilities are spread between the federal, regional (Länder) and local levels in line 
with the basic distribution of competences specified in the Basic Law for the Federal 
Republic of Germany (Grundgesetz, GG) and the division of tasks specified in the state 
constitutions (Landesverfassungen). The distribution of responsibilities is very complex – 
some are held jointly at different levels and others overlap, c reating c onflic t. It  is not  
possible to go into more detail here. 
Using the regulations in Book 8 of the German Social Code – Child and Youth Services 
(Sozialgesetzbuch Achtes Buch – Kinder- und Jugendhilfe, SGB VIII) as an example, it  is 
possible to hint at the basic principle of federalism. In line with the principles of the 
federal division of responsibilities, Section 83 SGB VIII says that the federation is 
responsible for child and youth services only where the initiated policy and ensuing 
activities are either of supra-regional significance (e.g. national legislat ion, assistance 
with activities and structures on a national level) and/or where they cannot be assisted 
and/or supported by the federal states (Länder) alone. It is the federation's job to initiate 
and assist youth services – for example, via pilot projects financed as part of youth-
specific federal assistance programmes. In turn, the federal states take the national 
regulations and adapt them to regional conditions. State acts implementing child and 
youth services law are the result. Most states have a state youth welfare office 
(Landesjugendamt) which acts as the oversight and advisory authority for child and 
youth services organisations (e.g. youth work, residential care), arranges training 
programmes for people working in child and youth services, sets up state-based funding 
initiatives, draws up professional standards and thus has a general influence on the 
structure of child and youth services (see next section). The local authority level handles 
the specific form of child and youth services as part of local governance. This result s in 
child and youth services with a wide variety of different structures. 

A number of bodies advise BMFSFJ on youth matters: 
• The Federal Youth Board (Bundesjugendkuratorium, BJK) advises the federal 

government on basic matters of child and youth services and on cross-sectoral 
functions of child and youth policy. Its existence is regulated in Section 83.2 of Book 8 
of the German Social Code (Sozialgesetzbuch Achtes Buch, SGB VIII). BJK can also be 
asked to issue opinions, recommendations and position papers on other matters to the 
federal government, the competent ministry and other interested parties. 15 experts 
from politics, public administration, associations and academia sit on the Federal 
Youth Board for one parliamentary term. The Child and Youth Policy Unit (Arbeitsstelle 
Kinder- und Jugendpolitik) of the German Youth Institute (Deutsches Jugendinstitut) 
supports BJK. 

• The BMFSFJ's civic advisory council on the joint implementation of the federal 
government's Youth Strategy (Beirat des BMFSFJ zur gemeinsamen Jugendst rategie 
der Bundesregierung) advises BMFSFJ and the Interministerial Working Group on 
developing and implementing the federal government's Youth Strategy. 19 experts 
from academia, public administration and child and youth organisations sit on the 
council. 

• The advisory council for the Federal Volunteer Service (Beirat für den 
Bundesfreiwilligendienst) advises BMFSFJ on matters related to the Federal Volunteer 
Service. The council meets once a year. It consists of 23 experts from the prac t ical 
field who are appointed in line with the regulations of Section 15 of the Ac t  on the 
Federal Volunteer Service (Bundesfreiwilligendienstgesetz, BFDG). 

https://www.bundestag.de/resource/blob/575680/da2db4f189a1bbf6a5479be4768220a8/19_03_Arbeitsprogramm-data.pdf
https://www.bundesjugendkuratorium.de/
https://www.dji.de/ueber-uns/projekte/projekte/arbeitsstelle-kinder-und-jugendpolitik.html
https://www.dji.de/ueber-uns/projekte/projekte/arbeitsstelle-kinder-und-jugendpolitik.html
https://www.bmfsfj.de/bmfsfj/aktuelles/alle-meldungen/beirat-zur-gemeinsamen-jugendstrategie-einberufen/133714
https://www.bmfsfj.de/bmfsfj/aktuelles/alle-meldungen/beirat-zur-gemeinsamen-jugendstrategie-einberufen/133714
https://www.bmfsfj.de/bmfsfj/aktuelles/alle-meldungen/beirat-zur-gemeinsamen-jugendstrategie-einberufen/133714
https://www.bundes-freiwilligendienst.de/gesetz/beirat-fuer-den-bundesfreiwilligendienst.html
https://www.bundes-freiwilligendienst.de/gesetz/beirat-fuer-den-bundesfreiwilligendienst.html
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Other federal agencies also assist the federal government with youth polic y. Examples 
include: 
• The Federal Review Board for Media Harmful to Minors (Bundesprüfstelle für 

jugendgefährdende Medien). Its task is to protect children and adolescents from 
media contents harmful or dangerous to minors. It does this using an indexing 
procedure. It also offers guidance for parents and child educators on teaching media 
literacy to children and young people. The Board fulfils the mandate set out in the 
Protection of Young Persons Act (Jugendschutzgesetz, JuSchG) (see Section 1.2. 
National youth law). 

• The Federal Office of Family Affairs and Civil Society Functions (Bundesamt für Familie 
und zivilgesellschaftliche Aufgaben, BAFzA) promotes cooperation between the state, 
citizens, clubs, associations and foundations to encourage civic commitment and social 
participation. It looks after the administrative side of the "Live Democracy!" 
(Demokratie Leben!) programme and pays out grant money for the Federal Volunteer 
Service (Bundesfreiwilligendienst), the Voluntary Social Year (Freiwilliges Soziales 
Jahr, FSJ) and the Voluntary Ecological Year (Freiwilliges Ökologisches Jahr, FÖJ). 

• The Independent Commissioner for Child Sexual Abuse Issues (Unabhängiger 
Beauftragter für Fragen des sexuellen Kindesmissbrauchs) is the office of the federal 
government for the concerns of victims and survivors and their relatives, for experts 
from a practical and scientific background, as well as for everyone in politics and 
society who are engaged in the fight against sexual violence. Its responsibilities 
include: identifying legal needs for action and research gaps in the field of sexualised 
violence against children and adolescents; ensuring that the interests of vic tims and 
survivors of sexual violence in childhood receive due consideration; and ensuring a 
systematic and independent inquiry of child sexual abuse in Germany. 

• The Federal Agency for Civic Education (Bundeszentrale für politische Bildung). It 
lobbies for a better understanding of political matters, a keener awareness of what 
democracy is and furthering participation in politics. It does this via a range of events 
and learning resources provided specifically for young people. 

In the federal states (Länder) the department for youth is usually part of the minist ry 
for social affairs and/or the education ministry. The table below shows the names in 
German of the top-level ministries representing youth matters in each state. 

Baden-Württemberg Ministerium für Kultus, Jugend und Sport 
Ministerium für Soziales und Integration 

Bavaria Bayerisches Staatsministerium für Familie, Arbeit und Soziales 

Berlin Senatsverwaltung für Bildung, Jugend und Familie 

Brandenburg Ministerium für Bildung, Jugend und Sport 

Bremen Senatorin für Soziales, Jugend, Integration und Sport 

Hamburg Behörde für Arbeit, Gesundheit, Soziales, Familie und Integration 

Hesse Hessisches Ministerium für Soziales und Integration 

Mecklenburg-Western 
Pomerania Ministerium für Soziales, Integration und Gleichstellung 

Lower Saxony Niedersächsisches Ministerium für Soziales, Gesundheit und 
Gleichstellung 

https://www.bundespruefstelle.de/
https://www.bundespruefstelle.de/
https://www.bafza.de/
https://www.bafza.de/
https://beauftragter-missbrauch.de/
https://beauftragter-missbrauch.de/
https://www.bpb.de/
https://km-bw.de/,Lde/Startseite/Jugend_Sport/schulbezogene+Jugendbildung
https://sozialministerium.baden-wuerttemberg.de/de/soziales/kinder-und-jugendliche/
https://www.stmas.bayern.de/
https://www.berlin.de/sen/bjf/
https://www.berlin.de/sen/bjf/
https://fileserver/Groups/Abt_Jugend/AeJP/12_Weitere%20Projekte/2020_Youth%20Wiki%20-%20Jugendpolitik/Text/https/mbjs.brandenburg.de/wir-ueber-uns.html
https://fileserver/Groups/Abt_Jugend/AeJP/12_Weitere%20Projekte/2020_Youth%20Wiki%20-%20Jugendpolitik/Text/https/www.soziales.bremen.de/
https://www.hamburg.de/sozialbehoerde/
https://soziales.hessen.de/
https://www.regierung-mv.de/Landesregierung/sm/
https://www.ms.niedersachsen.de/startseite/
https://www.ms.niedersachsen.de/startseite/
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North Rhine-Westphalia Ministerium für Kinder, Familie, Flüchtlinge und Integration des 
Landes Nordrhein Westfalen 

Rhineland-Palatinate Ministerium für Familie, Frauen, Jugend, Integration und 
Verbraucherschutz 

Saarland Ministerium für Soziales, Gesundheit, Frauen und Familie 

Saxony Sächsisches Staatsministerium für Soziales und Gesellschaftlichen 
Zusammenhalt 

Saxony-Anhalt Ministerium für Arbeit, Soziales und Integration 

Schleswig-Holstein Ministerium für Soziales, Gesundheit, Jugend, Familie und Senioren 

Thuringia Thüringer Ministerium für Bildung, Jugend und Sport 

The youth ministries in the federal states (Länder) function as the supreme state-level 
youth authorities. Section 82 of Book 8 of the German Social Code (Sozialgesetzbuch 
Achtes Buch, SGB VIII) says that the supreme state-level youth authority must  foster 
and promote the activities of statutory and non-statutory youth service organisations and 
ensure their ongoing development. This includes working towards a balanced expansion 
of facilities and services and helping the local youth welfare authorities (Jugendämter) 
and state youth welfare offices (Landesjugendämter) to carry out their tasks. Specifically, 
the state youth authorities draw up the acts implementing SGB VIII and the state youth 
plans (Landesjugendpläne) promoting child and youth services. The youth minist ries in 
the states support the work of the state youth welfare office and the local youth welfare 
authorities and are the first point of contact for the state government  on youth polic y 
matters. 
The federal states try to coordinate their work in all policy areas to ensure the best 
possible representation of interests at federal level. The same applies to youth polic y. 
The youth ministries in the states coordinate their activities at the Conference of Youth 
and Family Ministers (Jugend- und Familienministerkonferenz der Länder, JFMK), where 
they jointly agree on legal, professional and policy issues. The Working group of the 
highest state youth and family authorities (Arbeitsgemeinschaft der Obersten 
Landesjugend- und Familienbehörden, AGJF) prepares resolutions for the Conference. 
AGJF coordinates and agrees basic matters of supra-regional importance to ensure the 
law on child and youth welfare is put into practice appropriately and consistently. It  also 
liaises with the federal government and the European Union as a representative of state 
interests. 

Like the German Parliament (Deutscher Bundestag), the state parliaments have 
committees and children's commissions dealing with youth matters (e.g. in Bavaria, 
Thuringia and Hamburg). 

In the federal states (Länder), the state youth welfare office (Landesjugendamt) provides 
supralocal youth services within its catchment area. These services are regulated in 
Section 85 of Book 8 of the German Social Code (Sozialgesetzbuch Achtes Buch, SGB 
VIII). They include advisory services for local youth welfare authorities and non-statutory 
youth organisations, the protection of children and young people in facilities, training for 
employees working in youth services, and planning and implementing pilot projects to 
further develop youth services. To carry out these tasks, the state youth welfare off ices 
are made up of a youth service committee (Jugendhilfeausschuss) and an administrat ion 
team. The youth service committee handles fundamental issues – recognising non-
statutory youth organisations, adopting youth service recommendations and so on – and 
the administration team provides services related to local youth services. It advises loc al 
youth welfare authorities and non-statutory organisations on all youth-related mat ters 

https://www.mkffi.nrw/ministerium-fuer-kinder-familie-fluechtlinge-und-integration
https://www.mkffi.nrw/ministerium-fuer-kinder-familie-fluechtlinge-und-integration
https://mffjiv.rlp.de/de/startseite/
https://mffjiv.rlp.de/de/startseite/
https://www.saarland.de/msgff/DE/home/home_node.html
https://www.sms.sachsen.de/
https://www.sms.sachsen.de/
https://ms.sachsen-anhalt.de/wir-ueber-uns/
https://www.schleswig-holstein.de/DE/Landesregierung/VIII/viii_node.html
https://bildung.thueringen.de/
https://jfmk.de/
https://jfmk.de/
https://www.bayern.landtag.de/fileadmin/Internet_Dokumente/Oeffarbeit_Paed_Betreuung/Ausschuss_Soziales.pdf
https://www.thueringer-landtag.de/landtag/ausschuesse-gremien/ausschuesse/ausschuss-fuer-bildung-jugend-und-sport/
https://www.hamburgische-buergerschaft.de/fachausschuesse/4412474/familien-kinder-jugendausschuss/
http://www.bagljae.de/content/landesjugendaemter/
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and develops training measures and state-specific recommendations. Here, too, 
Germany's federal structure means the state youth welfare offices are organised 
differently from state to state: 

• As a local authority (Kommunalbehörde), i.e. one that is supported by all state 
municipalities (e.g. Baden-Württemberg, North Rhine-Westphalia). 

• As an independent state authority (eigenständige Behörde – in Bavaria the activities of 
the state youth welfare office are spread across several offices). 

• As an integral part of the competent ministry (e.g. Mecklenburg-Western Pomerania). 

The state youth welfare offices work together as part of the federal working c ommit tee 
for state youth welfare offices (Bundesarbeitsgemeinschaft der Landesjugendämter, 
BAGLJAE). BAGLJAE aims to establish a minimum professional standard for real-world 
child and youth services and to help develop this standard into a uniform system of c hild 
and youth services nationwide. It also works in the interests of young people and their 
families. To this end, BAGLJAE draws up joint recommendations for individual fields of 
work of the state youth welfare offices. It issues statements on draft  bills relat ing to 
youth services. And it develops recommendations and working aids. 

As described previously, the local authorities are responsible for the specific structure 
of local child and youth services and youth policy. In Germany, the local authority level 
includes districts (Landkreise), urban districts (kreisfreie Städte) and municipalities within 
counties (kreisangehörige Gemeinden). Local youth welfare authorities as the munic ipal 
structure responsible on the government side are generally found at dist ric t  and urban 
district level. Notable exceptions to this are found in North Rhine-Westphalia and Hesse, 
where there are also local youth welfare authorities in cities (kreisangehörige Städte) and 
municipalities within counties. 

The local youth welfare authority has a dual structure: it is made up of an authority and 
a youth service committee (Jugendhilfeausschuss). The commit tee members are loc al 
parliament delegates, experts and representatives from NGOs. All members part ic ipate 
on equal terms. The local youth welfare authority must implement the rules in Book 8 of 
the German Social Code (Sozialgesetzbuch Achtes Buch, SGB VIII) to c reate the right  
conditions for young people to grow up and flourish (see Section 1 SGB VIII). In many 
cases, the local youth welfare authority is part of a larger work unit that is also 
responsible for social assistance, schools, sport, generations, health, integration and 
asylum matters. 
Communities within counties (kreisangehörige Kommunen) with no local youth welfare 
authority of their own are in charge of local youth policy, i.e. for their own area. Also, in 
some federal states (Länder), state regulations give the municipalities responsibilities 
that would theoretically fall to the local youth welfare authorities and thus the dist ric ts. 
This applies in particular to childcare and youth work. 

Non-statutory child and youth organisations, i.e. civil society, play a big role in 
developing and shaping youth policy in Germany at all levels – national, regional and 
local. They have the right to participate at these three levels, they are involved in 
running the youth authorities at local and regional level via the youth service committees 
(Jugendhilfeausschüsse), and they are a key partner at federal level for developing and 
shaping youth policy. Non-statutory child and youth organisations are entitled to rec eive 
assistance so they can fulfil their function in society. SGB VIII also c alls on statutory 
agencies to make organisational diversity-friendly decisions and to give particular 
assistance to organisations that promote youth-led activities by young people and young 
adults (Section 74 (4) SGB VIII). 
In this context, non-statutory child and youth organisations is understood to mean the 
wide variety of civil society actors involved in child and youth services. They include 
welfare organisations, foundations, youth associations, self-help groups, church 
organisations and many others besides. Non-statutory child and youth organisations that 
meet specific requirements, e.g. those with non-profit status, can receive official 

http://www.bagljae.de/
http://www.bagljae.de/
http://www.bagljae.de/
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recognition as non-statutory child and youth organisations (Section 75 SGB VIII). This 
privileged status means they can be assigned tasks that would otherwise be the 
responsibility of the statutory agency, such as the local youth welfare authority 
(Jugendamt). 

Youth councils (Jugendringe) make an important contribution. These are state-level 
alliances of youth associations, which means they are also represented in the youth 
service committees. There are city (Stadtjugendringe) and district (Kreisjugendringe) 
youth councils at the local authority level, state (Landesjugendringe) youth c ouncils at  
regional (Länder) level, and the German Federal Youth Council (Deutscher 
Bundesjugendring) at federal level. The youth councils bundle the interests of their 
member organisations and of children and young people in their region and represent 
these interests externally (see Seckinger et al. 2012: Jugendringe). 

Main Themes 
Current youth policy areas being tackled at federal level can be found in the c oalit ion 
agreement (Koalitionsvertrag) (from 2018). It contains an array of youth polic y action 
areas: 

• Equal access to education for all children and young people. 
• Reduce youth unemployment. 

• Strengthen, support and extend international youth exchanges, e.g. by broadening 
exchange programmes such as Erasmus+. 

• Strengthen civic commitment and volunteer work by strengthening the Federal 
Volunteer Service (Bundesfreiwilligendienst) and youth voluntary schemes. This 
includes improving access for people with disability and/or disadvantaged individuals, 
strengthening cultural education for young people and increasing the available 
resources. 

• Expand child and youth services, including a reform of Book 8 of the German Soc ial 
Code (Sozialgesetzbuch Achtes Buch, SGB VIII). 

• Combat anti-Semitism and strengthen a culture of remembrance with the "Young 
people remember" (Jugend erinnert) programme. 

• Bring the protection of children and young people in the media in line with current 
challenges, like cyberbullying. 

• Develop a joint Youth Strategy of the federal government. 

• Strengthen youth participation at all federal levels and support additional participation 
formats. 

• Make initial and continuing vocational training more attractive and provide a wider 
choice of training tools. This includes continuing to strengthen and expand career 
guidance programmes and the work of youth employment agencies. More support with 
vocational training and apprenticeships is to be given to young people and 
international mobility for trainees improved. 

• Promote more research into paediatric and adolescent medicine and develop a national 
strategy to reduce obesity, especially amongst children and young people. 

• Ensure suitable accommodation for young asylum seekers. 

For more key topics, please see the action areas of the Interministerial Working Group on 
Youth (Interministerielle Arbeitsgruppe Jugend, IMA Jugend) (> Section 1.3.2. Scope and 
Contents). 

The federal states (Länder) also decide their own youth policy action areas. 
For example, Hamburg prioritises promoting all talent, in particular young people from 
the immigrant community, and helping young people with their personal development. 

http://www.dbjr.de/
http://www.dbjr.de/
https://www.dji.de/fileadmin/user_upload/bibs/64_15225_Jugendringe.pdf
https://www.bundesregierung.de/resource/blob/975226/847984/5b8bc23590d4cb2892b31c987ad672b7/2018-03-14-koalitionsvertrag-data.pdf?download=1
https://www.bundesregierung.de/resource/blob/975226/847984/5b8bc23590d4cb2892b31c987ad672b7/2018-03-14-koalitionsvertrag-data.pdf?download=1
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These goals are found in its family and youth state funding plan 2017–2021 
(Landesförderplan "Familie und Jugend" 2017-2021). 
Another example is Berlin: In July 2019 it passed an act to promote participation and 
democracy education for young people (Gesetz zur Förderung der Beteiligung und 
Demokratiebildung junger Menschen),also known as the youth promotion and 
participation act (Jugendförder- und Beteiligungsgesetz). The act strengthens and 
underpins child and youth work to improve democracy education and part icipation for 
young people. 

In 2016, the Saxony state child and youth service committee 
(Landesjugendhilfeausschuss Sachsens) built on the notion of an Independent Youth 
Policy by including key areas of regional youth policy grouped into the categories: 
diversity, family, transitions, time and space, virtual living worlds, and demographic 
change. These will be implemented in two action areas: training and work, and 
participation. 

A current topic demanding attention at all youth policy levels in Germany is the effect of 
the COVID-19 pandemic on young people and the structures of child and youth servic es 
(> Section 1.9 Current debates and reforms). 

The National Agency for Youth 
The federal structure of Germany means there is no national agency for youth. However, 
a federal-level agency exists that is active only in the area of international cooperation 
on youth policy. IJAB – International Youth Service of the Federal Republic  of Germany 
(IJAB – Fachstelle für internationale Jugendarbeit der Bundesrepublik Deutschland) has 
signed a contract with the Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and 
Youth (Bundesministerium für Familie, Senioren, Frauen und Jugend, BMFSFJ) to provide 
this service. Under the agreement, IJAB performs specialist functions relating to 
international cooperation in the field of youth policy and youth informat ion. It  advises 
and assists BMFSFJ with implementing (international) youth policy targets. IJAB also 
works on behalf of BMFSFJ to support international youth work organisations ac ross the 
federation and fosters international cooperation on youth policy. IJAB is ac c ountable to 
BMFSFJ. IJAB holds regular meetings to discuss budgetary matters, work schedules and 
developments in the field of youth policy cooperation. IJAB has its own budget (see 
section 17, page 16 of the federal budget [Bundeshaushalt]). In 2020 the budget is 
2,937,000 euros. This is around 1.56% higher than in the year before. The 2019 budget  
(2,892,000 euros) was 5.05% higher than in 2018 (2,753,000 euros). 

The work of the state youth welfare offices (Landesjugendämter) at regional (Länder) 
level and of the local youth welfare authorities (Jugendämter) at local level is similar to 
that described for a national agency for youth (see Section 1.4.1.) but  only extends to 
the geographic area covered by the respective agency. However, the state youth welfare 
offices are only responsible for the areas of youth policy that relate to the state-specif ic 
act implementing Book 8 of the German Social Code (Sozialgesetzbuch Achtes Buch, SGB 
VIII). Other agencies look after other youth policy areas, such as education polic y or 
labour market policy. 

SGB VIII makes it the responsibility of the local youth welfare authorities to plan and 
finance local youth services and therefore fulfil the services and tasks assigned to them 
in SGB VIII. To this end, the local youth welfare authorities regularly publish loc al youth 
plans. 
The work of child and youth services is mainly financed from public funds at all state 
levels, as well as donations and cost contributions from target groups. The local 
authorities carry most of the financial burden (> Section 1.7.1 How youth policy is 
funded). 

  

https://www.hamburg.de/contentblob/117802/701ab6f79ae19cccbef4052beb04ea9f/data/landesfoerderplan-datei.pdf;jsessionid=140006D5031135607E3AA2333BC34C81.liveWorker2
https://www.hamburg.de/contentblob/117802/701ab6f79ae19cccbef4052beb04ea9f/data/landesfoerderplan-datei.pdf;jsessionid=140006D5031135607E3AA2333BC34C81.liveWorker2
https://www.berlin.de/sen/jugend/jugend/jugendarbeit/jugendfoerder-und-beteiligungsgesetz.pdf
https://www.berlin.de/sen/jugend/jugend/jugendarbeit/jugendfoerder-und-beteiligungsgesetz.pdf
https://www.berlin.de/sen/jugend/jugend/jugendarbeit/jugendfoerder-und-beteiligungsgesetz.pdf
https://www.jugendgerecht.de/downloads/lja_Eckpunktepapier_Eigenstaendige_Jugendpolitik.pdf
https://www.jugendgerecht.de/downloads/lja_Eckpunktepapier_Eigenstaendige_Jugendpolitik.pdf
https://ijab.de/
https://ijab.de/
https://www.bundeshaushalt.de/fileadmin/de.bundeshaushalt/content_de/dokumente/2020/soll/epl17.pdf#page=15
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Policy monitoring and evaluation 
The law in Germany contains a wide variety of policy monitoring and evaluation 
mechanisms. Independent bodies at federal and regional (Länder) level, such as research 
institutes or universities, systematically monitor and evaluate many of the programmes 
and initiatives that are in place. Their reports are usually available to read online (> 
Section 1.6 Evidence-based youth policy). 

The federal government regularly publishes reports on the situation of young people 
covering many different perspectives. The most important of these reports is the Child 
and Youth Report (Kinder- und Jugendbericht). Section 84 of Book 8 of the German 
Social Code (Sozialgesetzbuch Achtes Buch, SGB VIII) requires the government to 
publish a Child and Youth Report in each parliamentary term. The government  asks an 
independent commission to prepare the Child and Youth Report. The reports must 
describe and analyse the current situation for young people and suggest ways to further 
develop child and youth services. Every third Child and Youth Report must  address the 
general situation in child and youth services (> Section 1.6. Evidence-based youth polic y 
> Political commitment to evidence-based youth policy). 

There are also many other reports on topics affecting young people. Examples include: 

• Family Report (Familienbericht) 

The government has been publishing a Family Report on the situation of families in 
Germany every second electoral term since 1968. An independent expert commission 
writes the Child and Youth Report on behalf of the government. The Ninth Family Report , 
published 2020, looks at parenthood in Germany. 

• Civic Engagement Report (Engagementbericht) 

The federal government has been publishing a Civic Engagement Report in each electoral 
term since 2009. It paints a picture of civic engagement activities in Germany. The Third 
Civic Engagement Report, published 2020, is called "Future of civil soc iety: Youth c ivic 
engagement in the digital age" (Zukunft Zivilgesellschaft: Junges Engagement im 
digitalen Zeitalter) and looks at civic engagement by young people aged 14 to 27. An 
independent expert commission writes the Civic Engagement Report on behalf of the 
government. 
• Migration Report (Migrationsbericht) 

The federal government has been publishing a Migration Report each year sinc e 2005. 
The last one was in 2019 and covered the period 2016/2017. It uses statistical data to 
provide a comprehensive overview of migration events in Germany and annual 
developments in immigration and emigration. The Report compares the situation of 
young migrants with that of other age groups. These reports are used as the basis for 
migration policy and administrative decisions, as well as for other purposes. The Federal 
Office for Migration and Refugees (Bundesamt für Migration und Flüchtlinge, BAMF) 
prepares the Migration Report. 

• Gender Equality Report (Gleichstellungsbericht) 

In the 2005 coalition agreement (Koalitionsvertrag), the federal government c ommit ted 
to publishing a Gender Equality Report in each parliamentary term. The Third Gender 
Equality Report, currently being written, looks at what decisions are needed in order to 
steer developments in the digital economy in the direction of gender equality. An 
independent expert commission writes the Gender Equality Report on behalf of the 
government. 
• Report on Participation (Teilhabebericht) 

The federal government, coordinated by the Federal Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs 
(Bundesministerium für Arbeit und Soziales, BMAS), has been publishing a Report on 
Participation in each parliamentary term since 2013. It is prepared with the support  of a 

https://www.dji.de/ueber-uns/projekte/projekte/geschaeftsfuehrung-16-kinder-und-jugendbericht.html
https://www.dji.de/ueber-uns/projekte/projekte/geschaeftsfuehrung-16-kinder-und-jugendbericht.html
https://www.demografie-portal.de/SharedDocs/Informieren/DE/BerichteKonzepte/Bund/Familienberichte.html
https://www.bmfsfj.de/bmfsfj/themen/engagement-und-gesellschaft/engagement-staerken/zweiter-engagementbericht-der-bundesregierung
https://www.bmfsfj.de/blob/155410/04560e9eb80b450caf3e253bb77c200e/dritter-engagementbericht-data.pdf
https://www.bmfsfj.de/blob/155410/04560e9eb80b450caf3e253bb77c200e/dritter-engagementbericht-data.pdf
https://www.bamf.de/SharedDocs/ProjekteReportagen/DE/Forschung/Migration/migrationsbericht.html?nn=283568
https://www.bamf.de/DE/Startseite/startseite_node.html
https://www.bamf.de/DE/Startseite/startseite_node.html
https://www.dritter-gleichstellungsbericht.de/
http://www.bmas.de/SharedDocs/Downloads/DE/PDF-Publikationen/a125-16-teilhabebericht.pdf?__blob=publicationFile&v=7
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committee of ten renowned scientists. The Report on Participation describes the 
circumstances of persons with impairments and disability, and makes action 
recommendations based on the scientists' feedback. The Report's structure and layout  is 
oriented to the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and the 
International Classification of Functioning, Disability and Health. Some areas of the 
Report on Participation refer especially to the situation of young people with impairments 
and disability. 
• Report on Poverty and Wealth (Armuts- und Reichtumsbericht) 

The federal government, coordinated by the Federal Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs 
(Bundesministerium für Arbeit und Soziales, BMAS), has been publishing a national 
Report on Poverty and Wealth since 2001. It is prepared with the support of a committee 
of 16 renowned scientists. The reports give insights into the social situation in Germany, 
aiming to describe poverty and wealth in Germany on the basis of solid data. The 
government uses the reports to review existing policy and help identify new measures. 
The reports consistently compare the situation of children and young people to other 
sections of the population. They summarise research findings, describe key poverty risk 
factors and show ways to access opportunities to help overcome disadvantages. 
The federal government publishes these reports at regular intervals. It also commissions 
research projects to evaluate state-funded programmes and to investigate specific youth 
policy and social policy matters. These research projects help the government  to make 
political decisions on programmes and activities. The funding rules of the Federal Child 
and Youth Plan (Kinder- und Jugendplan des Bundes, KJP) require pilot initiatives of the 
federal government to be supported by research projects and evidence-based evaluation. 

Examples of recent studies and evaluations published include: 

• The Robert Bosch foundation (Robert Bosch Stiftung) and the Federal Ministry for 
Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth (Bundesministerium für Familie, 
Senioren, Frauen und Jugend, BMFSFJ) jointly funded the Access Study 
(Zugangsstudie) "Why not? A study of accesses and barriers in internat ional youth 
exchange" (Warum nicht? Studie zum Internationalen Jugendaustausch: Zugänge und 
Barrieren) coordinated by transfer e.V. as the organising body of Research and 
Practice in Dialogue (Forschung und Praxis im Dialog, FPD). As part  of the init iat ive 
Opening doors with exchanges and dialogue (Chancen eröffnen durch Austausch und 
Begegnung), this study was a fixed part of the BMFSFJ Youth St rategy "Ac ting for a 
child- and youth-friendly society" (Handeln für eine jugendgerechte Gesellschaft) 
(2015–2018). The study aimed to fill in gaps in knowledge of how high the proport ion 
of young people actually is who take part in international exchange measures, and 
generate new insights into barriers to mobility for young people. The goal is to give as 
many young people as possible access to international exchange opportunities. 

• Three institutes are evaluating and carrying out research projects on the federal 
programme Live Democracy! (Demokratie Leben!) in the current 2020–2024 funding 
wave. These institutes are: the German Youth Institute (Deutsches Jugendinstitut, 
DJI), the Institute for Social Work and Social Education (Institut für Sozialarbeit  und 
Sozialpädagogik, ISS) and the German Center for Integration and Migration Research 
(Deutsches Zentrum für Integrations- und Migrationsforschung, DeZIM). The Live 
Democracy! website publishes reports on the individual parts of the funding initiat ive. 
The programme aims to support civic engagement for democracy and against all forms 
of extremism. 

• From 2018 to 2022 the Federal Ministry of Education and Research 
(Bundesministerium für Bildung und Forschung, BMBF) is funding 29 research projects 
as part of the support measure Digitalisation in education: fundamental questions and 
factors for success (Digitalisierung im Bildungsbereich - Grundsatzfragen und 
Gelingensbedingungen). The research projects help identify challenges associated with 
digitalisation and develop suitable solutions. The goal is to utilise the opportunities 
provided by digitalisation. For example, one of these projects is called Digital 

https://www.armuts-und-reichtumsbericht.de/DE/Bericht/armuts-und-reichtumsbericht.html;jsessionid=BD33F5303CD40232E3B5D1328900BF76
https://www.bmfsfj.de/blob/111964/2f7ae557daa0d2d8fe78f8a3f9569f21/richtlinien-kjp-2017-data.pdf
https://www.bmfsfj.de/blob/111964/2f7ae557daa0d2d8fe78f8a3f9569f21/richtlinien-kjp-2017-data.pdf
https://www.zugangsstudie.de/
https://www.zugangsstudie.de/
https://www.transfer-ev.de/
https://www.forschung-und-praxis-im-dialog.de/
https://www.forschung-und-praxis-im-dialog.de/
https://www.jugendgerecht.de/initiative-jugendaustausch/
https://www.jugendgerecht.de/initiative-jugendaustausch/
https://www.demokratie-leben.de/bundesprogramm/ueber-demokratie-leben.html
https://www.demokratie-leben.de/bundesprogramm/ueber-demokratie-leben.html
https://www.dji.de/ueber-uns/projekte/projekte/programmevaluation-demokratie-leben-zweite-foerderperiode.html
https://www.dji.de/ueber-uns/projekte/projekte/programmevaluation-demokratie-leben-zweite-foerderperiode.html
https://www.iss-ffm.de/index.html
https://www.iss-ffm.de/index.html
https://dezim-institut.de/
https://dezim-institut.de/
https://www.demokratie-leben.de/foerderperiode-2015-2019/programmevaluation-und-wissenschaftliche-begleitung.html
https://www.demokratie-leben.de/foerderperiode-2015-2019/programmevaluation-und-wissenschaftliche-begleitung.html
https://www.empirische-bildungsforschung-bmbf.de/de/3056.php
https://www.empirische-bildungsforschung-bmbf.de/de/3056.php
https://www.empirische-bildungsforschung-bmbf.de/de/3056.php
https://www.empirische-bildungsforschung-bmbf.de/de/2572.php
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extracurricular learning and education-oriented practices of young people (Digitale 
außerschulische lern- und bildungsbezogene Handlungspraxen von Jugendlichen, Dab-
J). It looks at how learning and education for young people works outside of school 
with the help of digital media. 

The Federal Statistical Office (Statistische Bundesamt, Destatis) provides statistics on 
young people. It is the federal-level authority responsible for providing and dist ribut ing 
statistical information. This data is available to politicians, the authorities, academia, the 
private sector and the general public. It is used for many purposes, including setting 
political priorities. 
The federal states (Länder) also use the Child and Youth Reports (Kinder- und 
Jugendberichte) to steer regional child and youth policy and highlight new areas. Some 
states have included the publication of these reports in their acts implementing Book 8 of 
the German Social Code (Sozialgesetzbuch Achtes Buch, SGB VIII), while others have 
adopted separate policy decisions. 

Like at federal level, research projects and/or regional studies on specific topics support  
individual funding initiatives in the federal states. 

The states also have their own statistical offices (statistische Landesämter) collecting and 
publishing regional statistics. This includes data on young people and data on c hild and 
youth services. 

The local authorities regularly use youth services planning (Jugendhilfeplanung) as a 
tool for steering local youth policy and child and youth services and to ensure planning is 
in line with needs. The legal basis for local-level youth services planning is found in 
Sections 79a to 80 SGB VIII. 

1.5 Cross-sectoral approach with other ministries 
Mechanisms and actors 
A cross-sectoral approach with other ministries is a cornerstone of youth policy in 
Germany. It is included at federal level in the federal government's Youth Policy 
(Jugendstrategie) and the work of the Interministerial Working Group on Youth 
(Interministerielle Arbeitsgruppe Jugend, IMA Jugend) (> Section 1.4. Policy-making). 
Section 19.1 of the Joint Rules of Procedure of the Federal Ministries (Gemeinsame 
Geschäftsordnung der Bundesministerien, GGO), which were last updated on 22 January 
2020, requires the federal ministries to cooperate on matters that are the responsibilit y 
of several federal ministries. 

Supported by the GGO and Book 8 of the German Social Code – Child and Youth Services 
(Sozialgesetzbuch Achtes Buch – Kinder- und Jugendhilfe, SGB VIII), the Federal Ministry 
for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth (Bundesministerium für Familie, 
Senioren, Frauen und Jugend, BMFSFJ) cooperates with other ministries as part of a wide 
variety of partnerships in the youth policy field. This cooperation is also a result  of the 
many laws and regulations relating to young people that are adopted by other minist ries 
(> Section 1.2. National youth law). Examples include: 
• The Young Persons (Protection of Employment) Act (Jugendarbeitsschutzgesetz, 

JArbSchG) from the Federal Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs (Bundesministerium 
für Arbeit und Soziales, BMAS). 

• The Protection of Young Persons Act (Jugendschutzgesetz, JuSchG) and the Youth 
Courts Act (Jugendgerichtsgesetz, JGG) from the Federal Ministry of Justice and 
Consumer Protection (Bundesministerium der Justiz und für Verbraucherschutz, 
BMJV). 

https://www.empirische-bildungsforschung-bmbf.de/de/2572.php
https://www.empirische-bildungsforschung-bmbf.de/de/2572.php
https://www.empirische-bildungsforschung-bmbf.de/de/2572.php
https://www.destatis.de/DE/Home/_inhalt.html
http://www.statistikportal.de/de/statistische-aemter
https://www.verwaltungsvorschriften-im-internet.de/bsvwvbund_21072009_O11313012.htm
https://www.verwaltungsvorschriften-im-internet.de/bsvwvbund_21072009_O11313012.htm
https://www.bmas.de/DE/Startseite/start.html
https://www.bmas.de/DE/Startseite/start.html
https://www.bmjv.de/DE/Startseite/Startseite_node.html
https://www.bmjv.de/DE/Startseite/Startseite_node.html
https://www.bmjv.de/DE/Startseite/Startseite_node.html
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• Regulations relating to the police, migration and foreign nationals from the Federal 
Ministry of the Interior, Building and Community (Bundesministerium des Inneren, für 
Bau und Heimat, BMI). 

• Preventive health care from the Federal Ministry of Health (Bundesministerium für 
Gesundheit, BMG). 

• Vocational training from the Federal Ministry of Education and Research 
(Bundesministerium für Bildung und Forschung, BMBF). 

Outside of cross-sectoral cooperation with other ministries, Section 81 SGB VIII 
specifically requires legal institutions active in the field of child and youth welfare to work 
with other bodies and public-sector institutions whose activities affect the lives of young 
people and their families. These can include social services organisations, schools and 
education authorities, health authorities, and police and public order authorities, to name 
a few. 

There are also many regional laws and regulations that affect young people in plac e in 
the federal states (Länder). Many of these come from outside the youth ministry, 
which means cross-sectoral cooperation with other ministries takes plac e at  this level, 
too. In addition, the development of the notion of an Independent Youth Policy 
(Eigenständige Jugendpolitik) has led to more interministerial cooperation at regional 
level. 

For example, in 2016 Saxony created an interministerial working group on Independent  
Youth Policy (Interministerielle Arbeitsgruppe Eigenständige Jugendpolitik). The working 
group has chosen to put the participation of young people in Saxony at the centre of it s 
work. 

1.6 Evidence-based youth policy 
Political Commitment to Evidence-Based Youth Policy 
Evidence-based youth policy is a fixed part of youth policy in Germany at all levels (see 
Section 1.4.4. Policy monitoring and evaluation). It is also a legal requirement. Examples 
at federal level include the Federal Youth Board (Bundesjugendkuratorium) and the 
Child and Youth Reports (Kinder- und Jugendberichte). 
Section 83.2 of Book 8 of the German Social Code (Sozialgesetzbuch Achtes Buch, SGB 
VIII says that the federal government must be advised on basic matters of child and 
youth welfare by an expert committee, the Federal Youth Board. New Federal Youth 
Board members are appointed each parliamentary term. They are experts from polit ic s, 
public administration, associations and academia. An administrative act 
(Verwaltungsvorschrift) contains detailed rules. The Federal Youth Board f inds suitable 
ways to involve young people in its work. The Federal Youth Board regularly issues 
opinions on current youth policy matters in Germany. In 2020 it has issued opinions on 
subjects including social participation, European youth policy and support for young 
people during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Section 84 SGB VIII requires the federal government to submit a Child and Youth Report  
(Kinder- und Jugendbericht) in each parliamentary term to the German parliament 
(Bundestag) and the Federal Council (Bundesrat). The Child and Youth Report is writ ten 
by an independent commission of scholars from different areas as well as experts from 
the practical field. The Report suggests specific ways to further develop child and youth 
policy. The commission is appointed by the Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior 
Citizens, Women and Youth (Bundesministerium für Familie, Senioren, Frauen und 
Jugend, BMFSFJ). The reports provide information on the lives of young people in 
Germany and each one has a special focal topic. Every third Report  provides a general 
overview of the current status of child and youth services. The Child and Youth Report  is 
central to the evidence-based development of youth policy in Germany. 

https://www.bmi.bund.de/DE/startseite/startseite-node.html
https://www.bmi.bund.de/DE/startseite/startseite-node.html
https://www.bmi.bund.de/DE/startseite/startseite-node.html
https://www.bundesgesundheitsministerium.de/
https://www.bundesgesundheitsministerium.de/
https://www.bmbf.de/
https://www.bmbf.de/
https://www.bundesjugendkuratorium.de/
https://www.bundesjugendkuratorium.de/assets/pdf/Verwaltungsvorschrift_BJK.pdf
https://www.bundesjugendkuratorium.de/assets/pdf/Verwaltungsvorschrift_BJK.pdf
https://www.bundesjugendkuratorium.de/assets/pdf/press/BJK_Stellungnahme_Junge%20Erwachsene_2020.pdf
https://www.bundesjugendkuratorium.de/assets/pdf/press/bjk_zwischenruf_jugendpolitik_europa.pdf
https://www.bundesjugendkuratorium.de/assets/pdf/press/BJK_Zwischenruf_Corona_2020.pdf
https://www.bundesjugendkuratorium.de/assets/pdf/press/BJK_Zwischenruf_Corona_2020.pdf
https://www.bmfsfj.de/bmfsfj/dr--franziska-giffey-beauftragt-den-16--kinder--und-jugendbericht-/129810
https://www.bmfsfj.de/bmfsfj/dr--franziska-giffey-beauftragt-den-16--kinder--und-jugendbericht-/129810
https://www.bmfsfj.de/bmfsfj/dr--franziska-giffey-beauftragt-den-16--kinder--und-jugendbericht-/129810


Youth policies Germany – 2020  Youth Wiki 

30 

The 14th Child and Youth Report (from the 17th parliamentary term) was a general 
report published in 2013 called Taking new responsibility for child and youth services 
(Kinder- und Jugendhilfe in neuer Verantwortung). 

The 15th Child and Youth Report (from the 18th parliamentary term) published in 2017 
was called Navigating freedoms, family, all-day school and virtual worlds – personality 
development and education for young people (Freiräumen, Familie, Ganztagsschule und 
virtuellen Welten – Persönlichkeitsentwicklung und Bildungsanspruch im Jugendalter). 

The 16th Child and Youth Report (from the 19th parliamentary term) called Support ing 
democracy education for children and young people (Förderung demokratischer Bildung 
im Kindes- und Jugendalter) was published in 2020. 

The federal states (Länder) also regularly present child and youth reports to support 
the evidence-based development of regional youth policy. Details such as how often they 
are published, which subjects they cover or other general requirements are dif ferent  in 
each state. However, the underlying goal is to provide stimulus for youth polic y in the 
federal states and help actively take state youth policy forward. Examples include: 
• Hamburg 

Since 1973 Hamburg has been required to publish a child and youth report in each 
parliamentary term. Hamburg published the most recent report in August 2014 called 
Child and youth report of the 20th parliamentary term. Report on the situation of young 
people and the impact of child and youth services in Hamburg (Kinder- und 
Jugendbericht der 20. Legislaturperiode. Bericht über die Situation der Jugendlichen und 
den Nutzen der Kinder- und Jugendhilfe in Hamburg). The report looks at key 
developments in child and youth services in the city of Hamburg. It only covers the 
activities and initiatives of the authorities responsible for children and youth. 

• North Rhine-Westphalia 

The 10th Child and Youth Report for North Rhine-Westphalia (10. Kinder- und 
Jugendbericht für Nordrhein-Westfalen) published in 2016 was called Children and young 
people in North Rhine-Westphalia – approaches, developments and c hallenges in c hild 
and youth services and youth policy (Kinder und Jugendliche in Nordrhein-Westfalen -  
Ansätze, Entwicklungen und Herausforderung in der Kinder- und Jugendhilfe und der 
Politik). NRW publishes this report each parliamentary term. It looks at the lives of young 
people in North Rhine-Westphalia and the consequences for youth policy. 

• Rhineland-Palatinate 
Since 2010 Rhineland-Palatinate has published a child and youth report in each 
parliamentary term. The third report was publishedin 2021. Its focus is on inc lusion and 
participation in society, in particular by young people who face specific burdens, 
problems, aspects, or challenges in their daily lives. 

• Saxony 
Saxony published its 5th Child and Youth Report in 2019 called 5th Child and Youth 
Report for Saxony. Participate. Shape. Join in. Youth participation in the Free State of 
Saxony (5. Sächsischer Kinder- und Jugendbericht. Mitmachen. Gestalten. Mit tendrin. 
Jugendpartizipation im Freistaat Sachsen). It looks at implementing and shaping an 
Independent Youth Policy (Eigenständige Jugendpolitik) in Saxony. 

• Saxony-Anhalt 
Saxony-Anhalt published its 7th Child and Youth Report (7. Kinder- und Jugendbericht) in 
2020. It looks at the lives of young people based on an online survey of 2,600 young 
people living in Saxony-Anhalt. The Report is an important basis for the Saxony-Anhalt 
Youth Policy Programme (Jugendpolitisches Programm für Sachsen-Anhalt) expected by 
the end of 2020. 

  

https://www.dji.de/ueber-uns/projekte/projekte/14-kinder-und-jugendbericht.html
https://www.dji.de/ueber-uns/projekte/projekte/14-kinder-und-jugendbericht.html
https://www.dji.de/ueber-uns/projekte/projekte/15-kinder-und-jugendbericht.html
https://www.dji.de/ueber-uns/projekte/projekte/15-kinder-und-jugendbericht.html
https://www.dji.de/ueber-uns/projekte/projekte/15-kinder-und-jugendbericht.html
https://www.dji.de/ueber-uns/projekte/projekte/geschaeftsfuehrung-16-kinder-und-jugendbericht.html
https://www.dji.de/ueber-uns/projekte/projekte/geschaeftsfuehrung-16-kinder-und-jugendbericht.html
https://www.dji.de/ueber-uns/projekte/projekte/geschaeftsfuehrung-16-kinder-und-jugendbericht.html
https://www.hamburg.de/contentblob/4387818/03c68f23a5cc37c4edc5e77f3a1457da/data/kinder-und-jugendbericht-2014.pdf
https://www.hamburg.de/contentblob/4387818/03c68f23a5cc37c4edc5e77f3a1457da/data/kinder-und-jugendbericht-2014.pdf
https://www.hamburg.de/contentblob/4387818/03c68f23a5cc37c4edc5e77f3a1457da/data/kinder-und-jugendbericht-2014.pdf
https://www.hamburg.de/contentblob/4387818/03c68f23a5cc37c4edc5e77f3a1457da/data/kinder-und-jugendbericht-2014.pdf
https://www.mkffi.nrw/sites/default/files/asset/document/10-kinder-und-jugendbericht_nrw_web_0.pdf
https://www.mkffi.nrw/sites/default/files/asset/document/10-kinder-und-jugendbericht_nrw_web_0.pdf
https://www.mkffi.nrw/sites/default/files/asset/document/10-kinder-und-jugendbericht_nrw_web_0.pdf
https://www.mkffi.nrw/sites/default/files/asset/document/10-kinder-und-jugendbericht_nrw_web_0.pdf
https://www.mkffi.nrw/sites/default/files/asset/document/10-kinder-und-jugendbericht_nrw_web_0.pdf
https://jugendberichtrlp.de/media/Freesites/jugendberichtrlp/3.kijub/3._Kinder-_und_Jugendbericht_Rheinland-Pfalz.pdf
https://publikationen.sachsen.de/bdb/artikel/10658/documents/52160
https://publikationen.sachsen.de/bdb/artikel/10658/documents/52160
https://publikationen.sachsen.de/bdb/artikel/10658/documents/52160
https://publikationen.sachsen.de/bdb/artikel/10658/documents/52160
https://ms.sachsen-anhalt.de/fileadmin/Bibliothek/Politik_und_Verwaltung/MS/MS/4_Kinder_Jugend/7._Kinder-_und_Jugendbericht_des_Landes_Sachsen-Anhalt.pdf
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• Saarland 
The 5th Saarland Child and Youth Report (5. Kinder- und Jugendbericht des Saarlandes) 
is due in 2020. It takes a general look at the lives of children and young people in the 
Saarland. Saarland published its 4th Child and Youth Report (4. Kinder- und 
Jugendbericht) in 2015 called New family structures – challenges for child and youth 
services (Neue Familialität als Herausforderung für die Kinder- und Jugendhilfe). 

Cooperation between policy-making and research 
There are many different forms of youth policy cooperation between politics and 
research. These consist of institutionalised mechanisms as well as ad hoc  partnerships 
and requests. 

Beyond this form of cooperation, in 1963 an initiative of the German parliament 
(Bundestag) resulted in the creation of a non-profit organisation: the German Youth 
Institute (Deutsche Jugendinstitut, DJI). DJI is one of the largest independent inst itutes 
of social sciences in Europe. It conducts research into the lives of children, young people 
and families, as well as the institutional settings that children, young people and families 
live in. It advises the federal government, the federal states (Länder) and local 
authorities, and provides important input for the practical field. The Federal Minist ry for 
Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth (Bundesministerium für Familie, 
Senioren, Frauen und Jugend, BMFSFJ) provides the majority of DJI's funding. In 2020 
BMFSFJ provided DJI with institutional funding of 15,101,000 euros, an increase of 
7.39% against 2019 (14,062,000 euros) and of 28.56% against 2018 
(11,744,000 euros) (see section 17, page 20 of the federal budget [Bundeshaushalt]). 
DJI also receives project funding from other sources, including the Federal Minist ry of 
Education and Research (Bundesministerium für Bildung und Forschung, BMBF), the 
federal states, the European Commission, foundations and other science funding bodies. 
DJI independently chooses its research activities and interests. A scientific advisory 
committee advises DJI on its research profile. 

Since 2019 BMFSFJ has provided institutional funding to the German Center for 
Integration and Migration Research (Deutsches Zentrum für Integrations- und 
Migrationsforschung, DeZIM). DeZIM bundles existing structures and develops them 
further, aiming to connect and strengthen integration and migration research in Germany 
and align it with future needs. Institutional funding provided to DeZIM in 2020 was 
3,407,000 euros, an increase of 17.56% against 2019 (2,898,000 euros). DeZIM also 
receives project funding from other sources (see section 17, page 19 of the federal 
budget [Bundeshaushalt]). 

The Research and Practice in Dialogue (Forschung und Praxis im Dialog, FPD) network 
has existed since 1989. BMFSFJ funds the network, which supports cross-sectoral, cross-
agency dialogue between academia and the practical field on internat ional youth work 
and child and youth travel. transfer e.V. coordinates the network and organises regular 
events as platforms to discuss current international youth work topics. 
A great deal of project-based research is also done in Germany's universities and 
research institutes. Public agencies (federal government, federal states and local 
authorities), foundations, EU funding initiatives and more provide the funding for these 
projects. Some projects aim to learn more about a specific subject or to evaluate how 
effective existing and new laws or (youth) policy approaches are. 

Examples of current studies and research projects financed by BMFSFJ and whic h are 
used to help steer youth policy include: 

• Access Study (Zugangsstudie) 
The study "Why not? A study of accesses and barriers in international youth exchange" 
(Warum nicht? Studie zum Internationalen Jugendaustausch: Zugänge und Barrieren), 
coordinated by transfer e.V. as the organising body of Research and Practice in Dialogue 

https://www.landtag-saar.de/file.ashx?FileName=So15_1028.pdf
https://www.landtag-saar.de/file.ashx?FileName=So15_1028.pdf
https://www.dji.de/
https://www.dji.de/
https://www.bundeshaushalt.de/fileadmin/de.bundeshaushalt/content_de/dokumente/2020/soll/epl17.pdf#page=20
https://www.dezim-institut.de/
https://www.dezim-institut.de/
https://www.dezim-institut.de/
https://www.bundeshaushalt.de/fileadmin/de.bundeshaushalt/content_de/dokumente/2020/soll/epl17.pdf#page=19
https://www.bundeshaushalt.de/fileadmin/de.bundeshaushalt/content_de/dokumente/2020/soll/epl17.pdf#page=19
https://www.forschung-und-praxis-im-dialog.de/
https://www.transfer-ev.de/
https://www.zugangsstudie.de/
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(Forschung und Praxis im Dialog, FPD), attracted a lot of attention in the internat ional 
youth work field. It looked at the opportunities young people have to access international 
mobility initiatives as well as the barriers they face. BMFSFJ and international youth work 
organisations use the findings from the study to improve opportunities for all young 
people to access exchange programmes and in particular to help young people who, unt il 
now, have been underrepresented. 
• Coming out – what next?! (Coming out – und dann…?!) 

In 2016, DJI and BMFSFJ presented the findings of a nationwide study into the lives of 
lesbian, gay, bisexual and trans* adolescents and young adults (see press release). 
Policy-makers and the practical field were very interested in the study's findings. It led to 
many different new research projects, including Coming-out in NRW, Queer rec reation 
and sport spaces (Queere Freizeit) and Experiences of LGBT*Q adolescents in vocational 
training (Erfahrungen von LSBT*Q Jugendlichen in der beruflichen Bildung). The findings 
of the studies are used to develop further initiatives to improve the lives of lesbian, gay, 
bisexual and trans* adolescents in Germany. 

In addition to topical studies, various bodies regularly evaluate youth policy laws and 
programmes. Examples include: 

• Evaluation of the Federal Child and Youth Plan (Evaluation des Kinder- und 
Jugendplans des Bundes, KJP) (2009–2015) 

The findings of the evaluation helped to reform and modernise control processes and 
funding tools. The government adopted the new Directives for the Federal Child and 
Youth Plan (Kinder- und Jugendplan, KJP) on 29 September 2016. The Direc t ives took 
effect on 1 January 2017. 

• Evaluation of the Act on the Federal Volunteer Service and the Act to Promote Youth 
Voluntary Services (Evaluation des Bundesfreiwilligendienstgesetzes und des Gesetzes 
zur Förderung von Jugendfreiwilligendiensten) (2012–2015) 

The findings of the evaluation were used, among other things, in a draft law int roduc ing 
a part-time option for youth voluntary services and in the Federal Volunteer Service 
(Bundesfreiwilligendienst) for persons up to their 27th birthday. The law took effect on 
6 May 2019. 
• Evaluation of the Federal Child Protection Act (Evaluation des 

Bundeskinderschutzgesetzes) (2013–2015) 
The evaluation resulted in a number of proposals on practical improvements to child 
protection. The findings are used to further develop child protection in Germany. 

• Research project on the implementation of the EU Youth Strategy in Germany 
(Wissenschaftliche Begleitung der Umsetzung der EU-Jugendstrategie in Deutschland) 
(2010–2018) 

A research project accompanied the process of implementing the EU Youth St rategy in 
Germany. Over the years, the findings were used in discussions on how the process could 
be developed further. 
• Evaluation of the programme Live Democracy! (Evaluation des Programms 

"Demokratie Leben!") (2015–present) 

The findings of the evaluation of the Live Democracy! programme's f irst  funding wave 
(2015–2019) were used to further develop the programme and help shape the second 
funding wave. The second funding wave runs for four years (2020–2024). 

National Statistics and available data sources 
The Federal Statistical Office (Statistische Bundesamt, Destatis) and the statistical offices 
in the federal states (Landesstatistikämter) regularly collect youth-related data and 
statistics, which are published on their websites. The data offers insights into c hild and 
youth services and the lives of young people. 

https://www.dji.de/veroeffentlichungen/literatursuche/detailansicht/literatur/24516-coming-out-what-next.html
https://www.bmfsfj.de/bmfsfj/aktuelles/presse/pressemitteilungen/-coming-out---und-dann----/102898?view=DEFAULT
http://www.dji.de/lsbtq_nrw
http://www.dji.de/queere_freizeit
http://www.dji.de/queere_freizeit
http://www.dji.de/LSBTQ-beruflichebildung
http://www.dji.de/LSBTQ-beruflichebildung
https://www.dji.de/ueber-uns/projekte/projekte/evaluation-des-kinder-und-jugendplans-des-bundes.html
https://www.dji.de/ueber-uns/projekte/projekte/evaluation-des-kinder-und-jugendplans-des-bundes.html
https://www.bmfsfj.de/bmfsfj/service/publikationen/abschlussbericht-der-gemeinsamen-evaluation-des-gesetzes-ueber-den-bundesfreiwilligendienst--bfdg--und-des-gesetzes-zur-foerderung-von-jugendfreiwilligendiensten--jfdg-/96150
https://www.bmfsfj.de/bmfsfj/service/publikationen/abschlussbericht-der-gemeinsamen-evaluation-des-gesetzes-ueber-den-bundesfreiwilligendienst--bfdg--und-des-gesetzes-zur-foerderung-von-jugendfreiwilligendiensten--jfdg-/96150
https://www.bmfsfj.de/bmfsfj/service/publikationen/abschlussbericht-der-gemeinsamen-evaluation-des-gesetzes-ueber-den-bundesfreiwilligendienst--bfdg--und-des-gesetzes-zur-foerderung-von-jugendfreiwilligendiensten--jfdg-/96150
https://www.bmfsfj.de/bmfsfj/service/publikationen/bericht-der-bundesregierung---evaluation-des-bundeskinderschutzgesetzes/96262
https://www.bmfsfj.de/bmfsfj/service/publikationen/bericht-der-bundesregierung---evaluation-des-bundeskinderschutzgesetzes/96262
http://www.dji.de/eu-jugendstrategie
http://www.dji.de/eu-jugendstrategie
http://www.dji.de/eu-jugendstrategie
https://www.demokratie-leben.de/bundesprogramm/wissenschaftliche-begleitung-und-programmevaluation.html
https://www.demokratie-leben.de/bundesprogramm/wissenschaftliche-begleitung-und-programmevaluation.html
https://www.destatis.de/
http://www.statistikportal.de/de/statistische-aemter
http://www.statistikportal.de/de/statistische-aemter
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Some data on the lives of young people relates specifically to young people (e.g. youth 
crime; the number of young people not in employment, education or training; young 
people born abroad; adoptions of children and young people), whilst other data contains 
information about the population as a whole with young people as one or more age 
cohorts (e.g. the percentage of young people that make up the population; informat ion 
about health, housing, poverty, alcohol and drug abuse, accidents). 
Data from the German Microcensus (Mikrozensus) (the largest official annual survey of 
households in Germany) is generally broken down into 5-year age cohorts. Some topic s 
use different breakdowns: 
• From 0 years (e.g. sick and injured, migrant background). 

• Under 15 years, then in 5-year cohorts (e.g. labour market participation). 

• From 15 years (e.g. school education). 
• 15–18, 18–20, then in 5-year cohorts (e.g. smoking habits). 

The statistical offices also collect data on child and youth services, such as the number of 
children and young people taken into care, staff-to-child rat ios and soc io-educational 
support services. 

The statistics on children and young people cover four areas: 

• Data on a range of socio-educational support services and the administrative functions 
of the local youth welfare authorities (Jugendämter). 

• Data on youth work initiatives provided by statutory and non-statutory agencies. 
• Data on child care in a range of youth services facilities and the people who work 

there, as well as publicly subsidised family day care. 
• Child and youth services spending and income. 

The statistics on child and youth services help the government to monitor their 
development and provide an insight into the financing of child and youth servic es. The 
data is used, e.g., for planning purposes and to further develop the law on youth 
services. 
The office for statistics on child and youth services (Arbeitsstelle Kinder- und 
Jugendhilfestatistik) prepares statistical data on child and youth services in a user-
friendly format. The commented data on youth services (KomDat Jugendhilfe - 
Kommentierte Daten der Jugendhilfe) information service makes the data available to the 
public. The legal basis for providing these statistics is found in Sections 98 to 103 of Book 
8 of the German Social Code (Sozialgesetzbuch Achtes Buch, SGB VIII). 

Other federal agencies also collect their own statistical data. For example, the Federal 
Employment Agency (Bundesagentur für Arbeit, BA) publishes an annual overview of 
labour market statistics. These contain data on areas such as youth unemployment  in 
Germany. The overviews use 5-year age cohorts starting from the age of 15. BA also 
looks at young people specifically in reports such as its Analysis of the labour and 
training market for under-25s (Analyse des Arbeits- und Ausbildungsmarktes für unter 
25-Jährige). 

Many other surveys expand on the data collected by the statistical off ices and provide 
information on the lives of young people and the institutions they come into contact with 
as the target group for child and youth services. Examples of state-financed surveys 
include: 

• Socio-Economic Panel (Sozio-ökonomisches Panel, SOEP) 

The German Institute for Economic Research (Deutsches Institut für 
Wirtschaftsforschung, DIW) has carried out the Socio-Economic Panel since 1984. It  is a 
yearly representative survey of private households in Germany. The Federal Minist ry of 

https://www.destatis.de/DE/Themen/Gesellschaft-Umwelt/Bevoelkerung/Haushalte-Familien/Methoden/mikrozensus.html
https://www.destatis.de/DE/Presse/Pressemitteilungen/2017/08/PD17_290_225.html
http://www.akjstat.tu-dortmund.de/
http://www.akjstat.tu-dortmund.de/
http://www.akjstat.tu-dortmund.de/komdat/
http://www.akjstat.tu-dortmund.de/komdat/
https://statistik.arbeitsagentur.de/
https://statistik.arbeitsagentur.de/Statistikdaten/Detail/201702/analyse/analyse-d-arbeits-ausbildungsstellenmarkt-juengere/analyse-d-arbeits-ausbildungsstellenmarkt-juengere-d-0-201702-pdf?__blob=publicationFile
https://statistik.arbeitsagentur.de/Statistikdaten/Detail/201702/analyse/analyse-d-arbeits-ausbildungsstellenmarkt-juengere/analyse-d-arbeits-ausbildungsstellenmarkt-juengere-d-0-201702-pdf?__blob=publicationFile
https://statistik.arbeitsagentur.de/Statistikdaten/Detail/201702/analyse/analyse-d-arbeits-ausbildungsstellenmarkt-juengere/analyse-d-arbeits-ausbildungsstellenmarkt-juengere-d-0-201702-pdf?__blob=publicationFile
https://www.diw.de/en/soep
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Education and Research (Bundesministerium für Bildung und Forschung, BMBF) and the 
federal states (Länder) fund SOEP. 
• National Educational Panel Study (Nationales Bildungspanel, NEPS) 

The Leibniz Institute for Educational Trajectories (Leibniz-Institut für Bildungsverläufe, 
LIfBi) at the University of Bamberg (Otto-Friedrich-Universität Bamberg) has been 
carrying out the National Educational Panel Study since 2009. It collects longitudinal data 
on educational processes and skills development in Germany. The Federal Ministry of 
Education and Research (Bundesministerium für Bildung und Forschung, BMBF) and the 
federal states (Länder) fund NEPS. 

• German Health Interview and Examination Survey for Children and Adolescents 
(Studie zur Gesundheit von Kindern und Jugendlichen in Deutschland, KiGGS-Studie) 

The Robert Koch Institute (Robert Koch-Institut, RKI) has been carrying out  the KiGGS 
study on the health of children and young people in Germany since 2009. The study 
forms part of RKI's health monitoring activities and collects long-term data on the health 
of children and young people in Germany. The Federal Ministry of Health 
(Bundesministerium für Gesundheit) funds RKI as a federal institute. 

• Growing up in Germany: Everyday Worlds (Aufwachsen in Deutschland: Alltagswelten, 
AiD:A) 

The German Youth Institute (Deutsches Jugendinstitut, DJI) has been c arrying out  the 
AiD:A Survey since 2009. It collects data on the lives of children, young people and 
adults in everyday development and action contexts, especially the family. The Federal 
Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth (Bundesministerium für 
Familie, Senioren, Frauen und Jugend, BMFSFJ) finances part of the AiD:A projec t. The 
DJI provides the rest from its institutional resources. 

• Youth Welfare and Social Change – Services and Structures (Jugendhilfe und sozialer 
Wandel, JHSW) 

The German Youth Institute has been carrying out its JHSW project nationwide on a 
regular basis since 1991. It is a cross-sectional, cross-provider, questionnaire-based 
survey of structural conditions in statutory and non-statutory child and youth 
organisations. The DJI finances the project from its institutional resources. 

• German Survey on Volunteering (Deutscher Freiwilligensurvey) 

The German Centre of Gerontology (Deutsches Zentrum für Altersfragen, DZA) has been 
carrying out the German Survey on Volunteering since 1999. It collects data on 
volunteering activities in Germany. The Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior 
Citizens, Women and Youth (Bundesministerium für Familie, Senioren, Frauen und 
Jugend, BMFSFJ) funds the Survey. 

Some federal states (Länder) carry out their own longitudinal studies on the lives of 
young people in the region. Examples include: 

• Brandenburg 

The Institute for Applied Research for Family, Children and Youth (Institut für 
angewandte Familien-, Kindheits- und Jugendforschung, IFK) at Potsdam University 
(Universität Potsdam) has been carrying out a representative longitudinal study on young 
people in Brandenburg (Jugend in Brandenburg) since 1991. It records changes in the 
living conditions and attitudes of young people in the State of Brandenburg. The eighth 
wave of the survey was conducted in 2017. The study Changing youth in Brandenburg: 
lives values participation. (Wandel der Jugend in Brandenburg: Lebenslage Werte 
Teilhabe) published the findings in 2018. 

• Baden-Württemberg 
Baden-Württemberg has been carrying out a youth study (Jugendstudie) sinc e 2011. In 
2020 it published the fifth youth study called Baden-Württemberg youth study 2020: a 

https://www.neps-data.de/Mainpage
https://www.kiggs-studie.de/english/home.html
https://www.kiggs-studie.de/english/home.html
http://www.dji.de/aida/gesamtbeschreibung
http://www.dji.de/aida/gesamtbeschreibung
http://www.dji.de/jhsw
http://www.dji.de/jhsw
https://www.dza.de/forschung/fws.html
https://www.brandenburg.de/media/bb1.a.3780.de/JiB%202017-Kurzbericht-end%2002.pdf
https://www.brandenburg.de/media/bb1.a.3780.de/JiB%202017-Kurzbericht-end%2002.pdf
https://www.brandenburg.de/media/bb1.a.3780.de/JiB%202017-Kurzbericht-end%2002.pdf
https://km-bw.de/site/pbs-bw-km-root/get/documents_E1850112525/KULTUS.Dachmandant/KULTUS/KM-Homepage/Pressemitteilungen/Pressemitteilungen%202020/Jugendstudie_2020_200629_Onlineversion%20final.pdf
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comparison of findings from 2011 to 2020 and the statement of the 13th state student 
council (Jugendstudie Baden-Württemberg 2020. Die Ergebnisse von 2011 bis 2020 im 
Vergleich und die Stellungnahme des 13. Landesschülerbeirats). The Baden-Württemberg 
ministry for culture, youth and sport (Ministerium für Kultus, Jugend und Sport), the 
Youth Foundation of Baden-Württemberg (Jugendstiftung Baden-Württemberg) and the 
state student council (Landesschülerbeirat) jointly carried out the study. It gives insights 
into the attitudes, wishes and expectations of young people in Baden-Württemberg. 

Budgetary Allocations supporting research in the youth field 
Apart from institutional funding for DJI and DeZIM, the Federal Ministry for Family 
Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth (Bundesministerium für Familie, Senioren, 
Frauen und Jugend, BMFSFJ) also funds project-based research in the field of youth via 
the Federal Child and Youth Plan (Kinder- und Jugendplan des Bundes, KJP). The KJP has 
been the federal government's central funding tool for child and youth services since 
1950. Section 83 of Book 8 of the German Social Code (Sozialgesetzbuch Achtes Buch, 
SGB VIII) requires the KJP to initiate and support the activities of child and youth 
services at federal level. This includes by funding research projects as special projects (> 
Section 1.7 Funding youth policy). 
The Federal Ministry of Education and Research (Bundesministerium für Bildung und 
Forschung, BMBF) also funds research into the youth field. Examples from 2019 and 
2020 include: 
• Directive on the funding of research to promote "The dismantling of barriers to 

education: learning environments, educational success and social participation" 
(Abbau von Bildungsbarrieren: Lernumwelten, Bildungserfolg und soziale Teilhabe) in 
the Framework Programme for Empirical Educational Research (Rahmenprogramm 
empirische Bildungsforschung), Federal Gazette (Bundesanzeiger) dated 21 June 2019 

• Directive on funding a research association during the first phase of the joint initiat ive 
between the federal government and the federal states (Länder) to support schools in 
socially disadvantaged locations (School makes you strong [Schule macht stark]), 
Federal Gazette (Bundesanzeiger) dated 28 November 2019 

• Directive on funding the development of a concept to establish a German c ent re for 
child and youth health, Federal Gazette (Bundesanzeiger) dated 3 July 2020 

The federal states fund project-based youth research via their state youth plans 
(Landesjugendpläne). 

1.7 Funding youth policy 
How Youth policy is funded 
In Germany, youth policy is funded at all levels of government. As a cross-sectoral policy 
field, measures for young people are not just supported by the youth ministries, but also 
by other ministries, e.g., education, sports, labour and social affairs. 

Germany’s child and youth services are co-funded from state and independent sources. 
The financial statistics on this refer largely to public-sector funding volumes, sinc e only 
incomplete information is available on the income and expenditures of independent 
organisations. Around 68% of the child and youth services budget comes from local 
authorities (Kommunen), around 29% from the federal states (Länder), and around 3% 
from the federal government (Bund) (cf. Child and youth services report (Kinder- und 
Jugendhilfereport) 2018). 

At the federal level, youth policy measures are predominantly funded under the Federal 
Child and Youth Plan (Kinder- und Jugendplan des Bundes, KJP). The Federal Youth 
Ministry’s (BMFSFJ) programme Live Democracy! (Demokratie Leben!) (2020 4.06% 
(115,500,000 euros) of the Ministry budget for child and youth policy) is another sourc e. 

https://km-bw.de/site/pbs-bw-km-root/get/documents_E1850112525/KULTUS.Dachmandant/KULTUS/KM-Homepage/Pressemitteilungen/Pressemitteilungen%202020/Jugendstudie_2020_200629_Onlineversion%20final.pdf
https://km-bw.de/site/pbs-bw-km-root/get/documents_E1850112525/KULTUS.Dachmandant/KULTUS/KM-Homepage/Pressemitteilungen/Pressemitteilungen%202020/Jugendstudie_2020_200629_Onlineversion%20final.pdf
https://km-bw.de/site/pbs-bw-km-root/get/documents_E1850112525/KULTUS.Dachmandant/KULTUS/KM-Homepage/Pressemitteilungen/Pressemitteilungen%202020/Jugendstudie_2020_200629_Onlineversion%20final.pdf
https://www.bundesanzeiger.de/pub/de/amtliche-veroeffentlichung?2
https://www.bundesanzeiger.de/pub/de/amtliche-veroeffentlichung?4
https://www.bundesanzeiger.de/pub/de/amtliche-veroeffentlichung?7
https://shop.budrich-academic.de/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/9783847413400.pdf?v=3a52f3c22ed6
https://shop.budrich-academic.de/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/9783847413400.pdf?v=3a52f3c22ed6
https://www.demokratie-leben.de/en/programme
https://www.demokratie-leben.de/en/programme
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Live Democracy! supports projects that promote diversity, respect and non-violent 
communication. Youth policy measures on, e.g., civil society engagement, health or 
crime prevention may be eligible for funding under other federal programmes that do not  
specifically focus on youth policy. 

The Federal Child and Youth Plan forms part of the budget that is managed by the 
Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth 
(Bundesministerium für Familie, Senioren, Frauen und Jugend, BMFSFJ) and is managed 
under the child and youth policy budget item (Kinder- und Jugendpolitik), which accounts 
for 20.87% (2,843,949,000 euros) of the entire budget managed by the BMFSFJ (2019: 
9.44%, 987,834,000 euros). In 2020, the BMFSFJ managed 2.68% (13,628,263,000 
euros) of the entire federal budget. In 2019, the figure was 2.93% (10,448,322,000 
euros). 

The 2020 budget of the Child and Youth Plan is 218,594,000 euros (representing 7.69% 
of the child and youth policy budget item), 6.54% more than in 2019 (205,168,000 
euros, or 20.77% of the child and youth policy budget item. 

The federal states either have their own child and youth plan (Landesjugendplan) or 
earmark funds from other ministerial budgets for child and youth services. These funds 
are used to finance measures that are relevant to the federal state in quest ion and for 
this reason are not eligible for funding under the Federal Child and Youth Plan. 
Most of the funding for child and youth services under Book 8 of the Soc ial Code (SGB 
VIII) comes from the local authorities via their youth plans. In 2018 these funds 
accounted for 84.9% of expenditures, with 12.3% coming from the federal states and 
2.7% from the federal budget (cf. Document (Drucksache) 19/21407 of the German 
Parliament (Deutscher Bundestag), p. 61). 

What is funded? 
At the federal level, all federal funding programmes follow their own logic depending on 
what they are designed to achieve. In the following, this is demonstrated using the 
Federal Child and Youth Plan (Kinder- und Jugendplan des Bundes, KJP) and the federal 
programme Democracy Live! (Demokratie Leben!) as examples. 

The KJP funds activities that promote child and youth services and are of supraregional 
importance. In addition, the KJP funding instrument helps create an effective nationwide 
infrastructure for child and youth services. By funding these kinds of ac tivit ies, the KJP 
seeks to assist young people in their personal and social development and to help 
prevent or mitigate deprivation. In addition, KJP-funded activities are designed to help 
guard against threats to young people’s welfare. Eligible measures include those that 
provide advice and support to parents and guardians and those that create and maintain 
positive living conditions for young people and their families as well as a c hild- , youth- 
and family-friendly environment. The Child and Youth Plan policy (Richtlinien des KJP) 
was most recently updated on 29 September 2016 following a comprehensive reform. For 
measures to be funded under the KJP, they have to be of strong federal relevance, be 
significant on a nationwide scale and, owing to their nature, cannot be effectively funded 
by one federal state alone. 

In particular, the KJP funds measures relating to 
• child and youth work and extracurricular child and youth education (civic education for 

young people, arts education and cultural learning for young people, child and youth 
work; in the sports field, youth association work; international youth work); 

• youth social work and integration; 

• support for children in day-care facilities, 

• support for families, young people, and parents and guardians; 
• other federal-level child and youth services. 

https://www.bundeshaushalt.de/#/2020/soll/ausgaben/einzelplan/17.html
https://dip21.bundestag.de/dip21/btd/19/214/1921407.pdf
https://dip21.bundestag.de/dip21/btd/19/214/1921407.pdf
https://www.bmfsfj.de/blob/111964/2f7ae557daa0d2d8fe78f8a3f9569f21/richtlinien-kjp-2017-data.pdf
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In terms of funding, the Democracy Live! (Demokratie Leben!) programme prioritises 
civil engagement activities at the local level, such as local partnerships for democracy. At  
the Länder level, the programme supports democracy centres (Demokratie-Zentren) that 
perform state-wide coordination and networking activities as well as mobile c ounselling 
services, victim counselling and anti-radicalisation and anti-extremism counselling. At the 
federal level, the programme provides funding for competence centres 
(Kompetenzzentren) and competence networks (Kompetenznetzwerke), as well as for 
pilot projects relating to democracy promotion, diversity and the prevention of 
extremism. 

The funding priorities at state and local level are stipulated in the state funding plans 
(Landesförderpläne) and local youth plans (kommunale Jugendpläne), respectively. They 
are drawn up in line with regional and local objectives. 

Financial accountability 
Organisations that receive public-sector funding for their activities and projects are held 
accountable vis-à-vis the source of said funding. 
Under the Federal Child and Youth Plan (Kinder- und Jugendplans des Bundes, KJP) and 
the federal programme Democracy Live! (Demokratie Leben!), the beneficiary 
organisations must submit an accountability report to various recipients depending on 
the application process. 

Essentially, three processes exist: a direct process (Direktverfahren), a central 
organisation process (Zentralstellenverfahren) and a state process (Länderverfahren). 
Under the direct process, the beneficiary reports to the Federal Ministry for Family 
Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth (Bundesministerium für Familie, Senioren, 
Frauen und Jugend, BMFSFJ). If the beneficiary is affiliated with a c entral organisation 
(Zentralstelle), it submits the report to that central organisation, which then produces a 
general report that it submits to the BMFSFJ. Organisations that rec eive funding under 
the state process (Länderverfahren) submit their report to the supreme state-level youth 
authority (Landesjugendbehörde). 

The content of these accountability reports is identical regardless of the process. 
Beneficiary organisations must demonstrate that the funds have been used effectively 
and in line with the declared purpose. For longer-term projects, this must be 
demonstrated for each calendar year. As a rule, the funds cannot be carried forward from 
one budget year to the next. In addition, for each budget year a separate written report  
(Sachbericht) must be submitted detailing the objectives and priorities of the measures, 
the implementation of the activities that form part of the measures, the experiences 
gained, as well as outcomes, conclusions and an outlook. 

Under Sections 91 and 100 of the Federal Budget Code (Bundeshaushaltsordnung), the 
Federal Audit Office (Bundesrechnungshof) is entitled to audit the use of funds. 

Use of EU Funds 
Two notable European funds that provide funding for youth policy measures in Germany 
are the Erasmus+ programme and the European Social Fund. Another European source 
of funding for projects in Germany is the European Regional Development Fund (ERDF), 
which invests in growth and employment. While the ERDF provides no funding for 
projects specific to youth, its objectives (e.g., social integration, labour market 
integration) are worded in such a way that ERDF funds can also be earmarked for youth 
policy projects. 
Erasmus+ 

Erasmus+ is the EU’s programme for general and vocational education, youth and sports. 
The overall budget in the funding period 2014-2020 amounts to 14.7 billion euros, split  
between general and vocational education, sports and youth. In Germany, these areas 
are managed by four national agencies (Nationalagenturen): 

https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/bho/
https://www.erasmusplus.de/
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• The German Academic Exchange Services (Deutscher Akademischer Austauschdienst, 
DAAD) is Germany’s National Agency for the EU’s higher education programmes . 

• The pedagogical exchange service (Pädagogischer Austauschdienst, PAD), a 
department of the Secretariat of the Standing Conference of the Ministers of Education 
and Cultural Affairs of the Länder in the Federal Republic of Germany 
(Kultusministerkonferenz), is responsible for the EU school programmes. 

• Die National Agency Education for Europe (Nationale Agentur Bildung für Europa) at  
the German Federal Institute for Vocational Education and Training (Bundesinstitut für 
Berufsbildung) is responsible for VET and adult education under the Key Actions 
“Mobility” and “Cooperation for innovation and the exchange of good practices”.  

• JUGEND für Europa is Germany’s National Agency for Erasmus+ Youth in Action, for 
promoting the mobility of experts and young people, and for supporting youth polic y 
cooperation in Europe. 

According to JUGEND für Europa, Germany received a disbursement of 29.3 million euros 
from the Erasmus+ budget in 2018. Of this, 15.3 million euros were earmarked for 
activities under Erasmus+ Youth in Action. In 2019 this amount was considerably 
increased to 37.2 million euros, of which 19.8 million euros were dedicated to youth. For 
2020, 39.6 million euros have been made available, 21.1 million euros of which for 
Erasmus+ Youth in Action. 

European Social Fund (ESF) 
The ESF is the EU’s main tool for promoting employment in Europe. In the 2014-2020 
funding period the German Federal Government ran a total of 25 ESF programmes, each 
of which are assigned to a certain ESF priority area (strengthening employment , better 
education, giving a chance to all). Some federal states, too, run their own ESF 
programmes. Overall, in the 2014-2020 funding period Germany benefits from around 7 
billion euros in ESF funds. 

Three of the federal ESF programmes are aimed specifically at eliminat ing obstacles to 
participation for young people; another is indirectly geared to children as it is designed to 
support parents. 

• The Federal ESF Integration Directive (ESF-Integrationsrichtlinie Bund) aims to 
integrate young people and young adults with special difficulties entering work or 
training gradually and sustainably into the labour market. The target group is young 
people, young adults, the unemployed, members of the immigrant community and 
individuals under the age of 35 who are finding it especially difficult to enter 
employment or access education. The programme incorporates 128 projects. It is 
managed by the Federal Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs (Bundesministerium für 
Arbeit und Soziales). 

• The programme "Encouraging Youth in the Neighbourhood" (JUGEND STÄRKEN im 
Quartier)" supports selected model municipalities nationwide in trialling services for 
young people on the basis of Section 13 of Book 8 of the Social Code (SGB VIII), 
which deals with youth social work (Jugendsozialarbeit). The programme is targeted at 
adolescents, young adults, members of the immigrant community, loc al authorit ies, 
and youth social work providers. 178 model municipalities are taking part in the 
programme, which is managed by the Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior 
Citizens, Women and Youth (Bundesministerium für Familie, Senioren, Frauen und 
Jugend). 

• The programme Promoting vocational education for sustainable development. Enabling 
green skills for climate-friendly, resource-efficient action at work (Berufsbildung für 
nachhaltige Entwicklung befördern. Über grüne Schlüsselkompetenzen zu klima-  und 
ressourcenschonendem Handeln im Beruf, BBNE) serves to raise awareness among 
employees of sustainable development, enabling them to take concrete action to 
protect the climate and conserve resources in everyday working life. The target group 

http://eu.daad.de/
http://eu.daad.de/
http://www.kmk-pad.org/
http://www.na-bibb.de/
http://www.jugendfuereuropa.de/
http://www.esf.de/
https://www.esf.de/portal/EN/Funding-period-2014-2020/ESF-Programmes/bmas/ESF-integration-directive.html
https://www.esf.de/portal/EN/Funding-period-2014-2020/ESF-Programmes/bmfsfj/encouraging-youth-in-the-neighbourhood.html
https://www.esf.de/portal/EN/Funding-period-2014-2020/ESF-Programmes/bmfsfj/encouraging-youth-in-the-neighbourhood.html
https://www.esf.de/portal/EN/Funding-period-2014-2020/ESF-Programmes/bmu/vocational-training-bbne.html
https://www.esf.de/portal/EN/Funding-period-2014-2020/ESF-Programmes/bmu/vocational-training-bbne.html
https://www.esf.de/portal/EN/Funding-period-2014-2020/ESF-Programmes/bmu/vocational-training-bbne.html
https://www.esf.de/portal/EN/Funding-period-2014-2020/ESF-Programmes/bmu/vocational-training-bbne.html
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is young people under 25, young adults, journeymen, master craftspeople and training 
staff. The programme is managed by the Federal Ministry for the Environment, Nature 
Conservation and Nuclear Safety (Bundesministerium für Umwelt, Naturschutz und 
nukleare Sicherheit). 

• The programme "Opportunities for parents II - getting families involved in education 
early on (Elternchance II)" seeks to give professionals working in the f ield of family 
education and in early learning, care and education facilities (FBBE-Einrichtungen) the 
tools to work together with parents during the early childhood education stage, and 
advise parents with regard to their children's learning and developmental t rajectory, 
everyday educational opportunities and transition points in the education system. It  is 
aimed at professional in this field. The programme incorporates two projects and 
indirectly benefits young people. It is managed by the Federal Ministry for Family 
Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth (Bundesministerium für Familie, Senioren, 
Frauen und Jugend). 

The ESF-funded federal programmes are evaluated individually. In addition, subject-
specific evaluations provide an insight into the federal programmes’ implementat ion as 
regards the ESF’s three overarching objectives. One of these evaluations will focus on the 
impact of the programmes on members of the immigrant community and younger 
persons, another on transnational measures. 

1.8 Cross-border cooperation 
Cooperation with European countries 
Germany traditionally engages in youth policy cooperation with other countries in a 
number of fields, notably youth work. One of the main aims of European c ooperation in 
this area is to make use of other countries’ experiences and to exchange ideas in order to 
shape national youth policy and practice. In addition, bilateral exchanges of young people 
and experts are encouraged. 

Responsibility for European cooperation in the youth field lies with the Federal Minist ry 
for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth (Bundesministerium für Familie, 
Senioren, Frauen und Jugend, BMFSFJ). When it comes to youth work spec ifically, the 
implementing organisations are IJAB - International Youth Service of the Federal Republic 
of Germany (Fachstelle für Internationale Jugendarbeit der Bundesrepublik Deutschland 
e.V.) and JUGEND für Europa, Germany’s National Agency for the ERASMUS+ Youth in 
Action programme and the European Solidarity Corps. 

In 2015 IJAB established a youth policy network known as International Youth Policy 
Dialogue to exchange views with current and former cooperation partners on 
(international) youth policy developments in the various countries. 

Germany has signed a number of bilateral agreements with European countries on youth 
policy cooperation, on the basis of which various organisations implement the tasks 
mentioned in the agreements: 

• Franco-German Youth Office (Deutsch-Französisches Jugendwerk) (since 1963) 

• German-Polish Youth Office (Deutsch-Polnisches Jugendwerk) (since 1991) 

• Coordination centre for German-Czech youth exchanges (Koordinationszentrum 
Deutsch-Tschechischer Jugendaustausch) – Tandem (since 1997) 

• UK-German Connection (since 2005) 

• German-Russian youth exchange foundation (Stiftung Deutsch-Russischer 
Jugendaustausch) (since 2006) 

• German-Turkish "youth bridge" (Deutsch-Türkische Jugendbrücke) (since 2013) 

• German-Greek Youth Office (Deutsch-Griechisches Jugendwerk) (since 2020). 

https://www.esf.de/portal/EN/Funding-period-2014-2020/ESF-Programmes/bmfsfj/Opportunities-for-parents.html
https://www.esf.de/portal/EN/Funding-period-2014-2020/ESF-Programmes/bmfsfj/Opportunities-for-parents.html
https://www.esf.de/portal/DE/Foerderperiode-2014-2020/Monitoring/inhalt.html
https://www.fgyo.org/
https://dpjw.org/
https://www.tandem-org.de/
https://www.tandem-org.de/
https://ukgermanconnection.org/
https://www.stiftung-drja.de/
https://www.stiftung-drja.de/
https://jugendbruecke.de/
https://agorayouth.com/
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Germany also cooperates on youth policy with the Council of Europe, for instance in the 
European Knowledge Centre for Youth (EKCYP). Germany’s representative in this 
correspondents’ network is IJAB. 

There are also many instances of European cooperation at regional and local level. A 
large number of municipalities maintain twinning arrangements with other European 
cities, many of which incorporate youth exchange activities. 

Many border communities maintain bilateral and multilateral cooperation projects and 
regional partnerships with a youth policy component, for instance youth exchanges and 
youth participation activities. 

International cooperation 
Cooperation with other states within international organisations is an important  part  of 
German policymaking, and the youth policy field is no exception. Besides cooperation 
within, e.g., the United Nations, bilateral agreements play an important role here. 

United Nations 
Responsibility for implementing the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, which 
Germany ratified in 1992, lies with the Federal Youth Ministry (BMFSFJ). In 2015, an 
independent monitoring body (Monitoring-Stelle) was set up at the German Institute for 
Human Rights (Deutsches Institut für Menschenrechte) to monitor Germany’s 
implementation of the UN Convention. The monitoring body submits a monitoring report  
of its own to the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child, in addition to the state 
parties’ report submitted by the German federal government. 

Since 2005 Germany has delegated two Youth Delegates to the United Nat ions General 
Assembly in New York. They represent the voice of young people by liaising with the 
German delegation as “experts on youth matters”. 
Bilateral agreements 

Germany’s federal government has signed a number of bilateral treaties and agreements 
that include cooperation in the field of youth policy and youth exchanges. Many youth 
exchange schemes are part of broader cultural agreements that Germany has conc luded 
with a large number of countries around the world. Examples of youth and expert 
exchange schemes include: 
• China 

In 2006 China and Deutschland signed an agreement between Germany's Federal 
Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth (Bundesministerium für 
Familie, Senioren, Frauen und Jugend) and the All-Chinese Youth Association of the 
People’s Republic of China on cooperation in the field of child and youth servic es. The 
2016 Sino-German year for school and youth exchanges (Deutsch-Chinesische Jahr für 
Schüler- und Jugendaustausch) took place on this basis. 

• Japan 
Germany and Japan signed a cultural agreement in 1957 that still serves as the basis of 
youth policy cooperation today. Under the agreement, the two countries implement 
regular exchange programmes for experts to promote an exchange of experiences on 
relevant child and youth services issues. In 2019 and 2020 IJAB organised an expert 
exchange programme on the challenges of new media for young people (Das mediale 
Umfeld junger Menschen: Herausforderungen und Lösungsansätze). The exchanges for 
youth work experts and volunteer youth leaders are coordinated by the Japanese-
German Center (Japanisch-Deutsches Zentrum) in Berlin. 
• Israel 

Since the commencement of diplomatic relations between Germany and Israel in 1965, 
the two countries have also organised official exchanges for young people and experts. 
These have been coordinated since 2001 by ConAct, the Coordination Center for German-

https://www.institut-fuer-menschenrechte.de/monitoring-stelle-un-krk/
https://www.jugenddelegierte.de/
https://www.jugendpolitikineuropa.de/downloads/4-20-2322/Vereinbarung-dtsch.pdf
https://www.jugendpolitikineuropa.de/downloads/4-20-2322/Vereinbarung-dtsch.pdf
https://www.jugendpolitikineuropa.de/downloads/4-20-2322/Vereinbarung-dtsch.pdf
https://www.jugendpolitikineuropa.de/downloads/4-20-2322/Vereinbarung-dtsch.pdf
https://www.jdzb.de/
https://www.jdzb.de/
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Israeli Youth Exchange (Koordinierungszentrum Deutsch-Israelischer Jugendaustausch). 
A German-Israeli youth office (Deutsch-Israelisches Jugendwerk) is to be established 
soon. 

In addition to existing international youth exchange schemes, Germany’s Federal Foreign 
Office (Auswärtiges Amt) offers separate activities under its foreign cultural relations and 
educational policy (Auswärtige Kultur- und Bildungspolitik), e.g., in cooperation with the 
Pedagogical Exchange Service (Pädagogischer Austauschdienst). The Federal Foreign 
Office also supports youth and expert exchanges by promoting cooperation with civil 
society organisations in Eastern Partnership countries (Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, 
Georgia, the Republic of Moldova, Ukraine), Russia, and the countries involved in the 
Transformation Partnership with the Arab world (notably Tunisia, Morocco, Libya, Egypt , 
Jordan, Yemen, Lebanon and Iraq). 

Germany has signed an agreement on youth and youth mobility with Canada. 
Agreements and joint declarations on work and travel programmes are also in place with 
Argentina, Australia, Brazil (not yet in force), Chile, Hong Kong, Israel, Japan, New 
Zealand, South Korea, Taiwan and Uruguay. 

The German National Committee for International Youth Work (Deutsches 
Nationalkomitee für internationale Jugendarbeit, DNK), a working party of the German 
Federal Youth Council (Deutscher Bundesjugendring, DBJR), German Sports Youth 
(Deutsche Sportjugend, dsj) and the council of political youth organisations (Ring 
Politische Jugend, RPJ) represents German youth organisations at the international level. 
DNK has coordinated the international activities of these three organisations since 1963. 
DNK is also responsible for representing the interests of young people vis-à-vis its youth 
organisations at the international level. 

See also Youth Wiki > Chapter 9 Youth and the World > Intercontinental youth work and 
development cooperation. 

1.9 Current debates and reforms 
Forthcoming policy developments 
Current debates on youth policy at the federal level are shaped largely by the agenda of 
the current government coalition between the Social Democrats (SPD), Christian 
Democrats (CDU) and the Christian Social Union (CSU) (> Chapter 1.4. Youth Policy 
Decision-Making > Main themes). Beyond the themes referenced in the coalition 
agreement, the Federal Government’s Youth Strategy (Jugendstrategie) outlines 
additional fields of action. Appropriate attention is given to these on the part of the 
Federal Government as well as society and policymakers in general, with these, too, 
shaping the debate at the federal level (> Chapter 1.3. National Youth Strategy > Scope 
and contents). 
Other current policy projects include in particular the reform of Book 8 of the Social Code 
(Achtes Sozialgesetzbuch, SGB VIII) – Child and Youth Services (Kinder und Jugendhilfe) 
and the incorporation of children’s rights in Germany’s Basic Law (Grundgesetz). 
Reform of Book 8 of the Social Code (Child and Youth Services/Achtes Sozialgesetzbuch – 
Kinder- und Jugendhilfe, SGB VIII) 
The reform (SGB VIII-Reform) focuses on the continued development of child and youth 
services. Under this process (see > Chapter 1.2. National Youth Law > Scope and 
contents), Germany’s child and youth services stakeholders discuss the following issues 
in particular: 
• Improved child protection and more cooperation 

• Placement of children outside their own family: Maintaining children’s interests, 
supporting parents, strengthening families 

https://www.bmfsfj.de/bmfsfj/aktuelles/presse/pressemitteilungen/vereinbarung-zur-gruendung-eines-deutsch-israelischen-jugendwerkes/129436
https://www.mitreden-mitgestalten.de/
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• Improved prevention in the social environment 
• More inclusion, effective assistance, fewer interfaces. 

The Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth 
(Bundesministerium für Familie, Senioren, Frauen und Jugend, BMFSFJ) is expected to 
submit relevant draft legislation in 2020. 

Incorporation of children’s rights in the Basic Law 

The current coalition agreement calls for enshrining children’s rights in Germany’s Basic  
Law. To this end, a joint Federal-Länder working group (Bund-Länder-Arbeitsgruppe) 
deliberated on the corresponding amendments to the Basic Law that would inc orporate 
children’s rights as referenced in the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, which 
Germany ratified in 1992. In particular, the best interests of the child (cf. Article 3 of the 
UN Convention) and appropriate consideration of the child’s views (Article 12) are to be 
incorporated. 

Ongoing debates 
Covid-19 pandemic 

Both the public and political debate centre around the c onsequences of the Covid-19 
pandemic. From a youth policy point of view, it is evident that the discussions on its 
impact on young people focus less on its implications for adolescence as a phase of 
training, independence and positioning than on its impact on young people’s 
opportunities on the labour market and in education. For instance, much attention is 
given to the difficulties experienced by young people as they enter the labour market  
during the pandemic; another subject of debate is the policy implications of students 
having to continue their education from home. While there is already some initial 
scientific insight into the consequences of the pandemic on young people’s lives beyond 
the labour market and education, it barely features in the public debate. 
Another current topic is the impact of the pandemic on child and youth servic es. Some 
scientific data is already available on this, e.g., studies on the consequences for youth 
welfare offices (cf. results of the German Youth Institute's 2020 "youth barometer" [DJI-
Jugendhilfeb@rometer 2020]). The child and youth services community, too, has pointed 
out that many questions remain unanswered (cf. policy statement by the Child and Youth 
Welfare Association (AGJ) on Corona). Other subjects under discussion include replacing 
case-by-case action with structural enablement of child protection; providing support and 
mentoring in lockdown conditions; and safeguarding the existence of social inst itutions 
and welfare services. 

Participation 
In the context of the demography strategy (> Chapter 1.3. Nat ional Youth Strategy > 
Responsible authority for the implementation of the youth strategy), the question of 
young people’s participation is a valid one. How can young people’s interests be 
adequately considered in the public debate? This has become all the more relevant 
during the Covid-19 pandemic. The debate around how to manage the pandemic  has in 
many ways failed to take adequate account of young people’s concerns; worse, they are 
often stigmatised as a group that is contributing disproportionately to the spread of the 
virus. To strengthen young people’s ability to influence social developments, Franziska 
Giffey, the Federal Minister for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth, with 
backing from the Social Democrats (SPD) and the Greens (Grüne), suggested in 2020 to 
lower the voting age from 18 to 16 for the parliamentary, i.e. national, elections 
(Bundestagswahlen). 

Independent Youth Policy 

The debate around reshaping Germany’s youth policy approach to create what is known 
as an Independent Youth Policy (Eigenständige Jugendpolitik) at both federal and state 
level began in 2009 and continues to this day (> Chapter 1.3. National Youth Strategy > 

https://www.dji.de/fileadmin/user_upload/bibs2020/1234_DJI-Jugendhilfebarometer_Corona.pdf
https://www.dji.de/fileadmin/user_upload/bibs2020/1234_DJI-Jugendhilfebarometer_Corona.pdf
https://www.agj.de/fileadmin/files/positionen/2020/AGJ_Zwischenruf_Corona.pdf
https://www.agj.de/fileadmin/files/positionen/2020/AGJ_Zwischenruf_Corona.pdf
https://www.tagesspiegel.de/politik/debatte-ueber-wahlalter-mit-16-waehlen-gehen-giffey-esken-und-habeck-sind-dafuer/26050146.html
https://www.tagesspiegel.de/politik/debatte-ueber-wahlalter-mit-16-waehlen-gehen-giffey-esken-und-habeck-sind-dafuer/26050146.html
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Scope and contents). It incorporates a variety of issues such as youth participation, the 
connection between educational policy and youth policy, raising awareness among 
decision-makers for the concerns and interests of young people at  national, state and 
local level, and the realisation that many general social policy issues are of specific 
relevance to young people (cf. the 2020 policy statement of the Child and Youth Welfare 
Association (AGJ) on youth policy). 
Other current issues in the youth policy field include 

• Promotion of democracy 

• Inclusion 
• Impact of flight and migration 

 

2. VOLUNTARY ACTIVITIES 

Voluntary activities are an important factor to strengthen social structures and society in 
Germany. Young volunteers can opt to work in various areas such as social welfare, 
sports, projects involving children and young people, monument preservation, c ulture, 
peace projects or activities to support refugees, education, geriatric care, the 
environment and nature conservation. 
The chapter focuses on volunteering schemes. There are a number of different  nat ional 
and international state-funded voluntary services in Germany young people c an engage 
in which are described more profoundly in the section on Youth Volunteering at  nat ional 
level and in the section on Cross-border mobility programmes. The chapter also provides 
information on their legal bases and the guidelines these services follow. One of the key 
components of the state-funded voluntary services is the educational support volunteers 
receive as learning is one of the main goals in voluntary services. 

Providers of voluntary services continue to intensify their efforts to reach out to target 
groups who are disproportionately underrepresented in volunteering schemes. 

2.1 General context 
Historical developments 
Volunteering enjoys a long tradition in Germany. According to the most recent volunteer 
survey (Freiwilligensurvey), the number of young people who volunteer rose strongly 
between 1999 and 2014:. In 2014, 46.9% of people in the 14 to 29 age were volunteers. 

Germany’s current national volunteering schemes Voluntary Social Year (Freiwilliges 
Soziales Jahr, FSJ), Voluntary Ecological Year (Freiwilliges Ökologisches Jahr, FÖJ) and 
the Federal Volunteer Service (Bundesfreiwilligendienst, BFD) are rooted in the mid 20th 
century (BMFSFJ 2016, p. 15 et seq.) 
The concept of a Voluntary Social Year for young people first appeared in 1954. Hermann 
Dietzfelbinger, the rector of the Protestant deaconry in Neuendettelsau, sent out an 
appeal to young men and women to dedicate one year of their life to serving their 
communities. Other organisations followed his lead. In 1958 the Catholic church 
established a campaign called “Young people for young people” (Jugend hilft Jugend). In 
the early 1960s, independent welfare associations and the organisations aff iliated with 
them laid the groundwork for a voluntary year (Freiwilliges Jahr). On 1 April 1964, 
Germany adopted an act to promote a voluntary social year (Gesetz zur Förderung eines 
freiwilligen sozialen Jahres). 

In response to dying forests and the nuclear disaster of Chernobyl, in 1987 a pilot project 
was launched to promote an ecological volunteer scheme (ökologischer 

https://www.agj.de/fileadmin/files/positionen/2020/Jugend_braucht_mehr.pdf
https://www.agj.de/fileadmin/files/positionen/2020/Jugend_braucht_mehr.pdf
https://www.bmfsfj.de/blob/93916/527470e383da76416d6fd1c17f720a7c/freiwilligensurvey-2014-langfassung-data.pdf
https://www.bmfsfj.de/blob/93916/527470e383da76416d6fd1c17f720a7c/freiwilligensurvey-2014-langfassung-data.pdf
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Freiwilligendienst), which extended the options available to volunteers to include 
environmental protection and nature conservation projects. In 1993 Germany adopted a 
corresponding act in support of a Voluntary Ecological Year (Gesetz zur Förderung eines 
Freiwilligen Ökologischen Jahres). 

The two acts (for FSJ and FÖJ) were superseded in 2008 by the Ac t to Promote Youth 
Voluntary Services (Gesetz zur Förderung von Jugendfreiwilligendiensten), which is the 
legal framework for opportunities for volunteers, the educational support  they rec eive, 
and their social security. All young people can opt for an FSJ or an FÖJ provided they 
have completed compulsory full-time education and are in the 15/16 to 27 age group. 
Germany’s Federal Volunteer Service (Bundesfreiwilligendienst) is rooted in the country’s 
community service scheme, which was introduced through an act (Zivildienstgesetz) on 1 
April 1961 as an alternative to military service. All young men who chose not to complete 
mandatory military service were obliged to complete community service instead. In other 
words, instead of joining the army (Bundeswehr) they were assigned to work in care 
homes or other charitable organisations. 50 years later, Germany abolished both its 
mandatory military and the community service effective 1 July 2011 and introduced the 
Federal Volunteer Service scheme. It is open to all German citizens. 

Main concepts 
In the current civic engagement strategy (Engagementstrategie) of the Federal Minist ry 
for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth (Bundesministerium für Familie, 
Senioren, Frauen und Jugend), volunteering is interpreted more or less as a form of civic  
engagement (Bürgerschaftliches Engagement). In other words, volunteering is done out  
of one’s own free will, without expectation of a material reward, in service of the 
community, and in the public domain. Raising public awareness of c ivic engagement  is 
seen as vital in order to encourage more activities of this kind. Typical areas of ac tivity 
include sports, schools, kindergarten, art and music, social welfare and health, and the 
religious, judicial and political fields. 
The most recent volunteer survey (Freiwilligensurvey) shows that around half of young 
people in Germany are volunteers. 52.3% of the 14 to 19 age group have chosen to 
volunteer. In the 20 to 24 age group, the number is 48.8%; among 25- to 29-year-olds, 
40.1% are volunteers. They typically work in the fields of sports and exercise, the 
emergency services, youth work, and adult education. 

Voluntary services (Freiwilligendienste) are a specific form of volunteering. These 
schemes are subject to very clear rules. For a certain period of time, the volunteers 
spend a large number of working hours in their projects, equating approximately to a 
part-time or even full-time job. Besides their commitment to others and the c ommunity 
at large, they benefit personally from their activities, too. Germany’s c ivic  engagement 
strategy (Engagementstrategie) stipulates that these schemes be further developed and 
strengthened. The volunteering placements, too, may take place in a variety of contexts, 
such as social care, healthcare, sports, culture, monument preservation, education, 
environmental protection and nature conservation. 

This chapter on volunteering in Germany focuses on these kinds of voluntary services 
owing to their specific structure and significance. However, it should be noted that  there 
are a large number of other volunteering schemes and formats that are not  c overed in 
detail here. 

2.2 Administration and governance of youth volunteering 
Main actors 
A large number of actors and stakeholders participate in regulating, managing the 
strategic orientation of and implementing volunteering schemes in practice. At the 
political level, these are the lower house of the Federal Parliament (Bundestag) and 

https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/jfdg/BJNR084210008.html
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/jfdg/BJNR084210008.html
https://www.bundes-freiwilligendienst.de/news/bundesfreiwilligendienst-bfd/144/zivildienst-wird-bfd.html
https://www.bmfsfj.de/blob/97916/00c72df530ac8e8049bb06305201a307/engagement-strategie-data.pdf
https://www.bmfsfj.de/blob/93916/527470e383da76416d6fd1c17f720a7c/freiwilligensurvey-2014-langfassung-data.pdf
https://www.bmfsfj.de/blob/93916/527470e383da76416d6fd1c17f720a7c/freiwilligensurvey-2014-langfassung-data.pdf
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various federal ministries (Bundesministerien); at the civil society level, several 
organisations and working groups. 
Within the Federal Government, the Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Cit izens, 
Women and Youth (Bundesministerium für Familie, Senioren, Frauen und Jugend, 
BMFSFJ) is primarily responsible for the political framework around civic engagement . In 
2015, a department for democracy and civic engagement (Abteilung Demokratie und 
Engagement) was set up inside the Ministry. Within that department, section (Referat) 
114 is responsible for the youth voluntary services (Jugendfreiwilligendienste) Voluntary 
Social Year (Freiwilliges Soziales Jahr, FSJ), Voluntary Ecological Year (Freiwilliges 
Ökologisches Jahr, FÖJ) and the International Youth Voluntary Service (Internationaler 
Jugendfreiwilligendienst, IJFD). 

Other relevant government bodies are: 
• Federal Office of Family Affairs and Civil Society Functions (Bundesamt für Familie 

und zivilgesellschaftliche Aufgaben, BAFzA), a service provider affiliated with the 
Federal Ministry for Family Affairs (BMFSFJ) that fulfils a large range of tasks in 
connection with the Federal Volunteer Service (Bundesfreiwilligendienst, BFD) and 
youth volunteering services (Jugendfreiwilligendienste) 

• Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development (Bundesministerium 
für wirtschaftliche Zusammenarbeit und Entwicklung, BMZ), which supports the 
weltwärts volunteering scheme 

• Federal Foreign Office (Auswärtiges Amt, AA), which supports the kulturweit 
volunteering scheme and handles visa issues 

• Federal Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs (Bundesministerium für Arbeit und 
Soziales, BMAS), which handles any social security related issues 

• Federal Ministry of the Interior, Buildung and Community (Bundesministerium des 
Inneren, für Bau und Heimat, BMI), which is responsible for questions pertaining to 
residence and immigration for incoming volunteers. 

Within the lower house of the Federal Parliament (Bundestag), the parliamentary 
subcommittee on civic engagement (Unterausschuss Bürgerschaftliches 
Engagement) of the Committee on Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth 
(Ausschuss für Familie, Senioren, Frauen und Jugend) works to continue improving 
the circumstances under which volunteering takes place. It discusses ongoing legislat ive 
projects that touch upon civic engagement. One of the fundamentals of it s work is the 
set of recommendations of the Enquête commission “Future of civic engagement” 
(Zukunft des Bürgerschaftlichen Engagements). Between 1999 and 2002, this 
commission had analysed the situation concerning civic engagement in Germany before 
drawing up a political strategy. The subcommittee builds on this strategy and, in 
collaboration with civil society groups, helps to continue develop the Federal 
Government’s policies in the field of civic engagement. 

Major non-public stakeholders in the field of volunteering are: 
• Germany’s umbrella associations for independent social welfare organisations 

(Spitzenverbände der Freien Wohlfahrtspflege) including, inter alia:  

Workers’ Welfare Association (Arbeiterwohlfahrt Bundesverband e.V., AWO), Paritätischer 
Gesamtverband e.V. (umbrella organization in the area of voluntary welfare services), 
German Red Cross (Deutsches Rotes Kreuz e.V., DRK), German Caritas Association 
(Deutscher Caritasverband e.V.) 
• German Sports Youth, part of the German Olympic Sports Confederation (Deutsche 

Sportjugend (dsj) im Deutschen Olympischen Sportbund e.V. (DOSB)) 
dsj offers sports activities across the entire country with the aim of assisting young 
people in developing as individuals. The organisation offers ample opportunity for young 

https://www.bmfsfj.de/
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https://www.bmfsfj.de/bmfsfj/ministerium/ministerin-hausleitung/organigramm
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https://www.bafza.de/
https://www.bafza.de/
https://www.bmz.de/de/index.html
https://www.bmz.de/de/index.html
https://www.weltwaerts.de/en/home.html
https://www.auswaertiges-amt.de/de/
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https://www.kulturweit.de/en
https://www.bmas.de/EN/Home/home.html
https://www.bmas.de/EN/Home/home.html
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https://www.der-paritaetische.de/schwerpunkte/freiwilligendienste/
https://www.drk.de/
https://www.caritas.de/spendeundengagement/engagieren/freiwilligendienste/
https://www.caritas.de/spendeundengagement/engagieren/freiwilligendienste/
https://www.dsj.de/
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people to volunteer in the sports field. For instance, they c an join what  are known as 
junior teams (Juniorteams) or volunteer in a sports project. 
• International Bureau (Internationaler Bund, IB) 

IB and its affiliated societies is one of Germany’s biggest providers of youth, social work 
and educational services as well as volunteering schemes. 

• German Federation for Cultural Youth Education (Bundesvereinigung Kulturelle 
Kinder- und Jugendbildung e.V., BKJ) 

BKJ and its cultural and educational partner organisations (a network known as 
Trägerverbund Freiwilligendienste Kultur und Bildung) jointly offer year-long volunteering 
placements in the fields of culture (FSJ Kultur), education (FSJ Schule), politics (FSJ 
Politik), the Federal Volunteer Service for Culture and Education (Bundesfreiwilligendienst 
Kultur und Bildung) and two other volunteering schemes for culture (Kultur) and 
international education (Bildung International). 

• Nature And Biodiversity Conservation Union (Naturschutzbund Deutschland e.V., 
NABU) 

NABU is one of Germany’s leading volunteering associations in the area of c onservation 
and environmental protection. It offers Federal Volunteer Service 
(Bundesfreiwilligendienst) placements in the field of nature conservation. 

• Jugendwerk Aufbau Ost JAO gGmbH. 
JAO gGmbH runs child and youth services facilities and activities, manages the provision 
of social benefits, and is also affiliated with the Voluntary Social Year (Freiwilliges 
Soziales Jahr), Voluntary Ecological Year (Freiwilliges Ökologisches Jahr) and Federal 
Volunteer Service (Bundesfreiwilligendienst) schemes in Berlin and Mecklenburg-Western 
Pomerania. 

List of Federal Volunteer Service (BFD) central offices, These offices provide support to 
the places of assignment, handle major administrative tasks and represent the interests 
of the places of assignments vis-à-vis the Federal Office of Family Affairs and Civil 
Society Functions (Bundesamt für Familie und zivilgesellschaftliche Aufgaben, BAFzA). 

There are several working groups (Arbeitskreise) and networks active in the volunteering 
sector that work to continue developing and improving volunteering schemes: 

• Action Committee Service for Peace (Aktionsgemeinschaft Dienst für den Frieden, 
AGDF) AGDF is a network of organisations and institutions that engage in peace-
building in Germany and abroad. They work towards improved framework c ondit ions 
for and better recognition of longer-term volunteering placements. 

• Federal Working Party for the Voluntary Social Year (Bundesarbeitskreis FSJ, BAK FSJ) 
BAK FSJ brings together the federal associations of organisations that offer Voluntary 
Social Year (FSJ) placements. It represents their interests, is a platform for discussion 
and coordination, and maintains contact with partners including the Federal Family 
Ministry (BMFSFJ). Its aim is to enable as many young people as possible to complete 
an FSJ placement. 

• Federal Working Party for the Voluntary Ecological Year (Bundesarbeitskreis FÖJ, BAK 
FÖJ) BAK FÖJ brings together 45 of the 49 accredited organisations that offer FÖJ 
placements. It draws up uniform quality standards that apply to all organisations and 
serve as a basis for the educational framework around FÖJ placements. It also 
organises discussion meetings and seeks to strengthen the significance of FÖJ in 
society. Volunteers are represented by federal spokespersons (Bundessprecher) who 
attend the BAK FÖJ meetings. 

• Political representation group for participants in international volunteering sc hemes 
(Politische Freiwilligenvertretung internationaler Freiwilligendienste, PFIF) PFIF, a 
political representation group for participants in international volunteering sc hemes, 

https://ib-freiwilligendienste.de/
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https://www.nabu.de/wir-ueber-uns/bundesfreiwilligendienst/index.html
https://www.jao-berlin.de/
https://www.bundesfreiwilligendienst.de/fuer-einsatzstellen/zentralstellen.html
https://friedensdienst.de/
https://friedensdienst.de/
https://pro-fsj.de/
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contributes towards the continued development of international volunteering schemes. 
It consists of a group of former volunteers who work to implement their vision of 
greater political participation and involvement of volunteers in various types of 
volunteering schemes. Their long-term aim is to change programme struc tures so as 
to allow for codetermination on the part of South-North and incoming volunteers. 

• Association of Protestant Volunteering Schemes (Konferenz Evangelischer 
Freiwilligendienste, KeF) KeF is an association of organisations offering volunteering 
programmes in Germany and abroad. It provides information on Protestant 
volunteering schemes, advises and informs interested parties on quality development , 
and enables the exchange of information. 

• Protestant Volunteering Schemes (Evangelische Freiwilligendienste) This organisation 
is a group of Protestant organisations offering volunteering schemes in Germany and 
abroad. It consists of 60 organisations from the fields of youth work, soc ial welfare, 
and state and independent churches. 

• Catholic Federation of Voluntary Services (Katholische Bundesarbeitsgemeinschaft 
Freiwilligendienste) This association is a network of providers of volunteering schemes 
in Germany and abroad that are affiliated with the Catholic church in Germany. It also 
incorporates institutions that provide financial and other kinds of support for 
volunteering schemes. Besides representing providers’ interests vis-à-vis policymakers 
and the public, it publishes opinion papers and advises on funding issues. 

• International Voluntary Services Interest Group (Gesprächskreis Internationale 
Freiwilligendienste, GIF) GIF is part of the Learning and Helping Overseas Association 
(AKLHÜ e.V. – Netzwerk und Fachstelle für internationale Personelle 
Zusammenarbeit). It coordinates the ideas and activities of major international 
volunteering scheme providers and their associations, liaises between them and the 
national scheme providers, and advises them on the legal framework and on state 
funding programmes. In addition, it represents their interests at the political level. 

• Protestant Forum for Voluntary Services in Development Cooperation (Evangelisches 
Forum entwicklungspolitischer Freiwilligendienst, eFeF) eFeF is a network of Protestant 
and development organisations, associations and agencies that host and send 
volunteers on assignments through the weltwärts programme. 

There is no central directory of organisations that offer volunteering opportunities for 
young people. Online, there are a number of lists, such as these: 
• Volunteering agencies in Germany 

• Opportunities for volunteers as listed by AKLHÜ 

• Volunteer exchanges 
• Opportunities for civic engagement and sources of funding in the development field 

• Organisations offering volunteering placements under the Federal Voluntary Service 
(Bundesfreiwilligendienst) 

• List of sources of information concerning FSJ/FÖJ placements 

• Points of contact in a variety of areas in which volunteering is possible 
These lists are regularly updated.  

General distribution of responsibilities 
Germany’s federal structure is also reflected in the volunteering field. At the federal 
(national) level, responsibility lies with the Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior 
Citizens, Women and Youth (Bundesministerium für Familie, Senioren, Frauen und 
Jugend). At the Länder (state) level, this role is played by the competent state 
ministries, e.g., in Baden-Württemberg the responsible ministry is the Ministry of Soc ial 
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https://sozialministerium.baden-wuerttemberg.de/de/soziales/buergerengagement/engagementstrategie
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Affairs and Integration (Ministerium für Soziales und Integration). There is c urrent ly no 
coherent civic engagement policy in place between the federal and Länder levels. 
Most volunteering schemes are subject to federal legislation, such as the youth voluntary 
schemes Voluntary Social Year (Freiwilliges Soziales Jahr, FSJ) and Voluntary Ec ological 
Year (Freiwilliges Ökologisches Jahr, FÖJ), as well as the Federal Volunteer Service 
(Bundesfreiwilligendienst, BFD). The BFD is managed and funded exclusively at the 
federal level, whereas in the case of FSJ and FÖJ the Federal Government is only 
responsible for funding the educational support given to volunteers; all other tasks are 
managed by the federal states in question. Non-profit organisations, in their capacity as 
civil society groups, are responsible for managing and implementing the schemes, which 
includes selecting and supporting volunteers. The implementing organisations take c are 
of assigning the volunteers to the places of assignment or the projects they manage. 

Cross-sectoral cooperation 
As a rule, the federal ministries are required to work together in matters that  relate to 
two or more federal ministries. Cross-sectoral cooperation as well as c ooperation with 
other departments in another federal ministry and with the Federal Chancellery 
(Bundeskanzleramt), the lower (Bundestag) and upper house (Bundesrat) of parliament , 
the Mediation Committee (Vermittlungsausschuss), and the supreme state authorit ies of 
the federal states is governed by the Joint Rules of Procedure of the Federal Minist ries 
(Gemeinsame Geschäftsordnung der Bundesministerien, GGO). 
The advisory council for the Federal Volunteer Service (Beirat für den 
Bundesfreiwilligendienst) advises the Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Cit izens, 
Women and Youth (Bundesministerium für Familie, Senioren, Frauen und Jugend, 
BMFSFJ) on issues relating to the Federal Volunteer Service (Bundesfreiwilligendienst, 
BFD). It meets once a year. It consists of 23 members that are elected for four years. Its 
members are the federal spokespersons for volunteers and representatives of the BFD 
central offices (Zentralstellen), of churches, of employees’ and employers’ associations, 
and of the federal states and the local government central associations. There is no such 
institution for the youth voluntary services (Jugendfreiwilligendienste). 

An interministerial working group consisting of representatives of the competent federal 
ministries - the BMFSFJ, the Federal Foreign Office (Auswärtiges Amt, AA) 
https://www.auswaertiges-amt.de/de/ and the Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation 
and Development (Bundesministerium für wirtschaftliche Zusammenarbeit und 
Entwicklung, BMZ) coordinates and discusses the international youth voluntary schemes 
offered by the Federal Government, e.g., the International Youth Voluntary Service 
(Internationaler Jugendfreiwilligendienst) and other voluntary services such as weltwärts 
or kulturweit). The working group also discusses adjustments with regard to visa issues, 
the recognition of placements abroad, health issues, security situations. The second-tier 
authority of BMFSFJ, the Federal Office of Family Affairs and Civil Society Functions 
(Bundesamt für Familie und zivilgesellschaftliche Aufgaben, BAFzA), is also present in 
this interministerial working group. 
There are also consultations between BMFSFJ and the Federal Ministry of Labour and 
Social Affairs (Bundesministerium für Arbeit und Soziales, BMAS) relating to social 
security issues of volunteers at home and abroad or questions such as, e.g., the labour 
market neutrality of volunteering schemes. 

2.3 National strategy on youth volunteering 
Existence of a National Strategy 
The Federal Government’s (Bundesregierung) youth strategy is entitled “A shared 
responsibility: Policy for, with and by young people. The Federal Government’s Youth 
Strategy” (In gemeinsamer Verantwortung: Politik für, mit und von Jugend. Die 
Jugendstrategie der Bundesregierung). It makes specific mention of volunteering, along 
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with participation and democracy, as fields of action that the Federal Government wishes 
to focus on. Voluntary services (Freiwilligendienste) are covered in greater detail in the 
civic engagement strategy (Engagementstrategie) of the Federal Ministry for Family 
Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth (Bundesministerium für Familie, Senioren, 
Frauen und Jugend, BMFSFJ). The strategy is entitled “BMFSFJ civic engagement 
strategy: Strategic orientation of engagement policy (Engagementstrategie BMFSFJ: 
Strategische Ausrichtung der Engagementpolitik). It was adopted in early 2016 and 
represents the terms of reference for the 18th parliamentary term (2013-2018). The 
strategy aims to create a favourable environment for civic engagement and give it 
greater recognition. It covers civic engagement across all age groups, inc luding young 
people. A new strategy for the 2018-2021 parliamentary term has yet to be presented. 

Scope and contents 
The youth strategy (Jugendstrategie) of the Federal Government describes the challenges 
and perspectives faced by young people in Germany. Building on this, it outlines the core 
aspects of the youth strategy: participation by and greater visibilit y for young people, 
and the acceptance of joint responsibility. The strategy calls for greater rec ognit ion of 
young people’s civic engagement, the creation of stable framework conditions and easy 
access to funding opportunities. Finally, it calls for target group-appropriate access to 
civic engagement opportunities. 

The civic engagement strategy (Engagementstrategie) of the Federal Ministry for Family 
Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth provides a definition of civic engagement, 
describes the status quo regarding civic engagement in Germany, and highlights the 
challenges. The strategy identifies four principles that should drive civic engagement 
policy: a trisectorial approach under which civil society, the private sector and 
policymakers cooperate; interministerial cooperation; coherence between various c ivic 
engagement policy priorities; and a favourable legal framework. It also calls for new 
approaches to be found for areas where there is urgent need for action. 

The BMFSFJ strategy identifies the following six main areas of action: 
• Promoting the programme infrastructure for civic engagement 

• Strengthening the culture of recognition of civic engagement through, e.g., awards 

• Stabilising and continuing to develop volunteering schemes as a specific form of 
engagement 

• Structuring research into civic engagement 
• Safeguarding results-oriented promotion of civic engagement 

• Strengthening public perception of civic engagement. 

The target groups among which civic engagement should be promoted include people in 
rural areas, individuals from less educated backgrounds, and members of the refugee 
and migrant community. 

Responsible authority 
Responsibility for implementing the youth strategy lies with the entire Federal 
Government (Bundesregierung), with the Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior 
Citizens, Women and Youth taking the lead. 

Responsibility for the civic engagement strategy (Engagementstrategie) and 
developments associated with it lies with the BMFSFJ, specifically the democ racy and 
civic engagement department (Abteilung Demokratie und Engagement). It works to 
create favourable framework conditions for civic engagement, ensure reliable funding and 
promote the recognition of various forms of civic engagement. 

  

http://www.bmfsfj.de/RedaktionBMFSFJ/Freiwilligendienste/Pdf-Anlagen/engagement-strategie,property=pdf,bereich=bmfsfj,sprache=de,rwb=true.pdf
http://www.bmfsfj.de/RedaktionBMFSFJ/Freiwilligendienste/Pdf-Anlagen/engagement-strategie,property=pdf,bereich=bmfsfj,sprache=de,rwb=true.pdf
https://www.bmfsfj.de/blob/146330/a6f7b2c5fbd995374eb7e7c22b8a4777/in-gemeinsamer-verantwortung-politik-fuer-mit-und-von-jugend-die-jugendstrategie-der-bundesregierung-data.pdf
http://www.bmfsfj.de/RedaktionBMFSFJ/Freiwilligendienste/Pdf-Anlagen/engagement-strategie,property=pdf,bereich=bmfsfj,sprache=de,rwb=true.pdf
https://www.bmfsfj.de/bmfsfj/themen/engagement-und-gesellschaft
https://www.bmfsfj.de/bmfsfj/themen/engagement-und-gesellschaft
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Revisions/ Updates 
The current civic engagement strategy of the Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior 
Citizens, Women and Youth was adopted in January 2016. The concerns of c ivil soc iety 
are taken into account in all areas covered by the strategy. The Federal Government  is 
tasked with drawing up a civic engagement report (Engagementbericht) once per 
legislative period and to outline how this engagement can be developed further. The third 
civic engagement report, entitled “Civil society of the future: Young people’s civic 
engagement in the digital age” (Zukunft Zivilgesellschaft: Junges Engagement im 
digitalen Zeitalter) was published in 2020. 
Important civic engagement promotion programmes are subjected to an impact analysis 
in order to ensure a results-oriented approach. One example of this is the impact analysis 
of the sponsor scheme (Patenschaftsprogramm) under the federal programme “People 
supporting people” (Menschen stärken Menschen), whose outcomes were presented in 
2017. 

2.4 Youth volunteering at national level 
National Programme for Youth Volunteering 
Germany has two national volunteering schemes, volunteering being a spec if ic kind of 
civic engagement: the youth voluntary services (Jugendfreiwilligendienste) and the 
Federal Volunteer Service (Bundesfreiwilligendienst, BFD). They are aimed at  dif ferent  
target groups and are subject to different legislation. Volunteering opportunities are 
available in a wide range of areas: 
• Social care, e.g., kindergartens or day-care centres, retirement and care homes, 

hospitals, outpatient social or care services, emergency services, civilian protection or 
disaster relief 

• Culture and monument preservation, e.g. memorial sites, museums, cultural 
associations, archives, theatres or youth clubs 

• Education, e.g., special schools, all-day schools or media education programmes 

• Sports, e.g., in sports clubs or associations, “exercise-oriented” kindergartens 
(Bewegungskindergarten) or leisure and sports activities 

• Integration and inclusion, e.g., facilities for people with a disability, or schemes 
assisting refugees and migrants to integrate 

• Democracy, e.g., as part of a voluntary year to promote youth participation 
(Freiwilliges Jahr Beteiligung zur Förderung von Jugendbeteiligung) 

• Environment, especially for Voluntary Ecological Year placements (Freiwilliges 
Ökologisches Jahr), e.g., in an environment or conservation association, conservation 
centre, landscape maintenance and horticulture, farming and animal husbandry, 
forestry, environmental technology and renewable energies, animal care, 
environmental education, environmental science and environment agencies. 

Youth voluntary services (Jugendfreiwilligendienste) 
The rules and regulations surrounding the youth voluntary services schemes 
Freiwilliges Soziales Jahr (Voluntary Social Year, FSJ) and Freiwilliges Ökologisc hes Jahr 
(Voluntary Ecological Year, FÖJ) are laid down in the Ac t  to Promote Youth Voluntary 
Services (Gesetz zur Förderung der Jugendfreiwilligendienste, JFDG), whic h c ame into 
force effective 1 June 2008 (last amended 12 December 2019). These schemes are 
designed for young people who have completed full-time compulsory education but  are 
under the age of 27. The Act sets out the general framework and stipulates basic 
parameters for volunteers to take part in these schemes, for example the durat ion of a 
voluntary service, what organisations may be accredited as providers of youth voluntary 

https://www.bmfsfj.de/bmfsfj/ministerium/berichte-der-bundesregierung/dritter-engagementbericht/engagementberichte-der-bundesregierung/engagementberichterstattung/78476
https://www.bmfsfj.de/blob/156652/04560e9eb80b450caf3e253bb77c200e/dritter-engagementbericht-bundestagsdrucksache-data.pdf
https://www.bmfsfj.de/blob/156652/04560e9eb80b450caf3e253bb77c200e/dritter-engagementbericht-bundestagsdrucksache-data.pdf
https://www.bmfsfj.de/blob/156652/04560e9eb80b450caf3e253bb77c200e/dritter-engagementbericht-bundestagsdrucksache-data.pdf
https://www.bmfsfj.de/blob/156652/04560e9eb80b450caf3e253bb77c200e/dritter-engagementbericht-bundestagsdrucksache-data.pdf
https://www.bmfsfj.de/blob/117596/ed5f189dae3bf142645cb4b87db14f0e/wirkungsanalyse-des-patenschaftsprogramms-menschen-staerken-menschen-data.pdf
https://www.bmfsfj.de/blob/117596/ed5f189dae3bf142645cb4b87db14f0e/wirkungsanalyse-des-patenschaftsprogramms-menschen-staerken-menschen-data.pdf
https://www.bmfsfj.de/blob/95554/58cc5ee1e5a2ed055087db4296c5c19d/zeit-das-richtige-zu-tun-fsj-foej-bfd-data.pdf
https://fj-beteiligung.de/
http://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/jfdg/
http://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/jfdg/
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services and which labour law, health and safety provisions and data protection 
provisions must be observed. 
The service unit for youth voluntary services (Servicestelle für Jugendfreiwilligendienste, 
which is attached to the Federal Office of Family Affairs and Civil Society Functions 
(Bundesamt für Familie und zivilgesellschaftliche Aufgaben, BAFzA), advises and supports 
organisations, volunteers’ places of work and volunteers. The FSJ Bundestutorat (national 
tutoring group) of BAFzA is responsible for quality development and assurance in regard 
to the educational support provided. It assists the educational staff working for non-
affiliated organisations in providing this educational support. It also organises nat ional 
conferences for experts working in this field and conducts statistical surveys and 
evaluations. 

The Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth 
(Bundesministerium für Familie, Senioren, Frauen und Jugend, BMFSFJ) provides 
statistics on the youth voluntary service schemes FSJ and FÖJ. 

Development of the number of FSJ and FÖJ volunteers: 

  FSJ FÖJ 

2017/2018 54,907 2,995 

2018/2019 54,879 2,949 

2019/2020 52,465 3,142 

Broken down by federal state, in 2019/2020 the numbers were as follows: 

  FSJ FÖJ 

Germany 52,465 3,137 

Schleswig-Holstein 1,596 175 

Hamburg 1,759 83 

Lower Saxony 5,281 315 

Bremen 661 50 

North Rhine-Westphalia 9,463 341 

Hesse 5,171 166 

Rhineland-Palatinate 3,378 136 

Baden-Württemberg 12,106 299 

Bavaria 4,222 236 

Saarland 884 39 

Berlin 1,764 367 

Brandenburg 1,001 129 

https://www.bafza.de/engagement-und-aktionen/freiwilligendienste/servicestelle-jugendfreiwilligendienste/
http://www.bafza.de/
http://www.bafza.de/
https://www.daten.bmfsfj.de/daten/daten
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Mecklenburg-Western 
Pomerania 893 132 

Saxony 2,110 383 

Saxony-Anhalt 1,237 132 

Thuringia 939 154 

FSJ and FÖJ placements may also be completed abroad, as detailed in article 6 of the Act 
to Promote Youth Voluntary Services (Jugendfreiwilligendienstgesetz). In 2018/2019, 20 
FSJ volunteers and 6 FÖJ volunteers went abroad for their placement. In 2019/2020, the 
numbers were 13 and 5, respectively. 
Volunteers with special needs (cognitive, emotional or physical disabilities) across 
Germany receive special assistance and educational support. Volunteers who are 
members of the immigrant community, too, are covered by a nationwide inclusive 
approach and are given personal assistance. 

Federal Volunteer Service (Bundesfreiwilligendienst) 
The Federal Volunteer Service (Bundesfreiwilligendienst. BFD) is a scheme for 
everyone in Germany who wishes to contribute to the common good outside of work or 
school. It is open to everyone who has completed full-time compulsory education. 
Depending on the federal state, this can include young people aged 16 or even 15. The 
BFD was introduced upon the coming into force of the Federal Volunteer Service Act 
(Bundesfreiwilligendienstgesetz) on 28 April 2011 (last amended 12 December 
2019). 
The competent authority is the Federal Office of Family Affairs and Civil Society Functions 
(Bundesamt für Familie und zivilgesellschaftliche Aufgaben, BAFzA) . It is 
supported by what are known as central offices (Zentralstellen), which are responsible 
for providing support to the volunteers’ places of work and the distribution of funds. 
BAFzA also deploys advisers (Berater) across Germany. 

BAFzA collects statistics on the Federal Volunteer Service. Of the 35,246 volunteers who 
were active in August 2020, 25,085 were younger than 27.  

  August 2018 August 2019 August 2020 

Germany 37,666 35,498 35,246 

Schleswig-Holstein 1,353 1,443 1,321 

Hamburg 797 799 781 

Lower Saxony 4,068 3,985 3,584 

Bremen 400 390 354 

North Rhine-Westphalia 7,668 7,612 7,761 

Hesse 1,654 1,623 1,618 

Rhineland-Palatinate 1,118 1,052 1,013 

Baden-Württemberg 4,988 4,774 5,236 

https://www.bundesfreiwilligendienst.de/
http://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/bfdg/
http://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/bfdg/
http://www.bafza.de/
http://www.bafza.de/
http://www.bafza.de/das-bundesamt/organisation/beraterinnen.html
https://www.bafza.de/presse/statistiken.html
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Bavaria 3,012 2,959 3,058 

Saarland 238 222 243 

Berlin 1,741 1539 1,320 

Brandenburg 1,748 1,456 1,417 

Mecklenburg-Western Pomerania 1,583 1,487 1,387 

Saxony 3,271 2,899 2,957 

Saxony-Anhalt 2,076 1,723 1,743 

Thuringia 1,951 1,535 1,453 

In October 2018, the number of registered and approved BFD plac es of assignment  in 
Germany stood at 32,150. 

Funding 
For measures to strengthen civil society with a focus on voluntary services, around 353 
million euros have been earmarked in the 2020 federal budget (Bundeshaushalt), 
specifically section 17 of the Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women 
and Youth (Bundesministerium für Familie, Senioren, Frauen und Jugend, BMFSFJ). Of 
this, the following amounts have been earmarked for voluntary services:  

• Youth voluntary services (Jugendfreiwilligendienste), including Voluntary Social Year 
(Freiwilliges Soziales Jahr, FSJ) and Voluntary Ecological Year (Freiwilliges 
Ökologisches Jahr, FÖJ) (title 684 11) 

2020: FSJ: 91,781,000 euros (2018: 75,781,000 euros); FÖJ: 10,300,000 euros (2018: 
7,800,000 euros). No funding from the European Social Fund. 

• Federal Volunteer Service (Bundesfreiwilligendienst) (title 684 14) 

2020: 207,202,000 euros (2018: 205,202,000 million). No funding from the European 
Social Fund. 

Characteristics of youth volunteering 
The final report on the joint evaluation of the Federal Volunteer Service Act 
(Bundesfreiwilligendienstgesetz, BFDG) and the Act to Promote Youth Voluntary Services 
(Jugendfreiwilligendienstgesetz, JFDG) and the most recent volunteering survey 
(Freiwilligensurvey) in 2014 draw fairly similar conclusions when it comes to volunteering 
services as a specific, regulated form of civic engagement. The youth voluntary services 
(Jugendfreiwilligendienste) – the Voluntary Social Year (Freiwilliges Soziales Jahr) and 
Voluntary Ecological Year (Freiwilliges Ökologisches Jahr) – are the most popular 
schemes. More women than men opt for a volunteering placement. Most young male 
volunteers join the Voluntary Social Year scheme, working with seniors, patients, 
children, adolescents or people with a disability. The age group most  likely to opt  for a 
volunteer service is young adults aged 18 to 29 (9.2% compared to 3.8% of 30-  to 49-
year-olds). Well-educated 18- to 29-year-olds are more likely to c omplete a volunteer 
placement than their peers with a mid-level or basic education. Young volunteers from 
the immigrant community, too, are underrepresented. 
For statistics on the Federal Volunteer Service and youth voluntary services), see 
‘National Programme for Youth Volunteering’. 
The civic engagement strategy (Engagementstrategie) of the Federal Ministry for Family 
Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth (Bundesministerium für Familie, Senioren, 

https://www.bundeshaushalt.de/fileadmin/de.bundeshaushalt/content_de/dokumente/2020/soll/epl17.pdf#page=34
https://www.bmfsfj.de/blob/97898/de7b1c8ea1a882cf01107cb56bab4aa9/evaluationsbericht-freiwilligendienste-data.pdf
https://www.bmfsfj.de/blob/97898/de7b1c8ea1a882cf01107cb56bab4aa9/evaluationsbericht-freiwilligendienste-data.pdf
https://www.bmfsfj.de/blob/93916/af9d3caa4c878c55adb40790013a262d/freiwilligensurvey-2014-langfassung-data.pdf
https://www.bmfsfj.de/blob/93916/af9d3caa4c878c55adb40790013a262d/freiwilligensurvey-2014-langfassung-data.pdf
http://www.bmfsfj.de/RedaktionBMFSFJ/Freiwilligendienste/Pdf-Anlagen/engagement-strategie,property=pdf,bereich=bmfsfj,sprache=de,rwb=true.pdf
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Frauen und Jugend, BMFSFJ) points out that the level of civic engagement among young 
people has declined slightly in recent years, due amongst other things to increased t ime 
pressure, in turn due to rising expectations in terms of education, training and the 
transition from school to work. The resulting need to remain geographically more mobile 
and the loss of one’s social surroundings were other factors that have led to volunteers 
discontinuing the activity prematurely. 

Support to young volunteers 
Volunteers serving with the Federal Volunteer Service (Bundesfreiwilligendienst) have to 
be issued with a certificate confirming the type and duration of the placement. Under the 
youth voluntary services scheme (Jugendfreiwilligendienst), a certificate is issued at  the 
volunteers’ request. In either case the certificate must include a reference to the 
professional qualification characteristics of the placement. 
As a rule, volunteers completing a Voluntary Social Year (Freiwilliges Soziales Jahr, FSJ) 
or Voluntary Ecological Year (Freiwilliges Ökologisches Jahr, FÖJ) (see National 
Programme for Youth Volunteering) or who are signed up to the Federal Volunteer 
Service (Bundesfreiwilligendienst, BFD) are covered by statutory social insurance. 
Contributions towards health, long-term care, unemployment, pensions and accident 
insurance are paid by the voluntary service organisations or alternatively by the 
volunteers’ place of work. In terms of social insurance, BFD placements are c onsidered 
equivalent to vocational training (Ausbildungsverhältnis). Parents of volunteers under the 
age of 25 are entitled to child benefit (Kindergeld) and all governmental and other 
benefits this entails. Normally, volunteers receive spending money during their 
placement. Food, accommodation and work clothes may be provided or the cost  thereof 
reimbursed. 
In addition, FSJ, FÖJ and BFD volunteers benefit from educational assistance. They 
receive support in their places of assignment and must attend t raining c ourses during 
their placements. Normally, they must complete 25 days of training taught by instructors 
in subjects connected to their placement (e.g., dealing with death and conflict situations, 
inclusion of refugees in volunteering schemes, etc.). This assists them in ref lec t ing on 
their own attitudes and developing personal and professional skills. 

Quality Assurance 
The quality of Germany’s national volunteering schemes is assured by the existence of 
various sets of regulations. 
Regulations on promoting youth voluntary services in accordance with the Act to Promote 
Youth Voluntary Services (Richtlinien zur Förderung der Jugendfreiwilligendienste nach 
dem Jugendfreiwilligendienstgesetz) apply to the youth voluntary services Voluntary 
Social Year (Freiwilliges Soziales Jahr, FSJ) and Voluntary Ecological Year (Freiwilliges 
Ökologisches Jahr, FÖJ). They came into force on 11 April 2012 ((n. II.4.b. c ame into 
force on 1 September 2012) and stipulate that organisations offering FSJ placements 
must join a national tutoring group (Bundestutorat), which is part of the Federal Office of 
Family Affairs and Civil Society Functions (Bundesamt für Familie und 
zivilgesellschaftliche Aufgaben, BAFzA). This group serves as a central body for quality 
assurance and development. 

The regulations pertaining to the Federal Volunteer Service are known as the “framework 
regulations pertaining to training and guidance for the with particular reference to 
training courses and the educational staff used for this purpose” (Rahmenrichtlinie für die 
pädagogische Begleitung im Bundesfreiwilligendienst (BFD) unter besonderer 
Berücksichtigung der Seminararbeit und des dabei eingesetzten pädagogischen 
Personals). They were adopted on 24 July 2013 and stipulate minimum standards and 
quality features of the training and guidance given to BFD volunteers, with specific 
reference to training courses and the educational staff used for this purpose. 
Organisations offering volunteering schemes have developed their own quality standards, 
for instance 

https://www.bmfsfj.de/blob/96670/640bfbb76fc922ba7f7425886ef6080f/foerderrichtlinien-jugendfreiwilligendienste-data.pdf
https://www.bmfsfj.de/blob/96670/640bfbb76fc922ba7f7425886ef6080f/foerderrichtlinien-jugendfreiwilligendienste-data.pdf
https://www.bafza.de/engagement-und-aktionen/zentralstelle-bafza-freiwilliges-soziales-jahr/
http://www.bafza.de/
http://www.bafza.de/
https://www.bundesfreiwilligendienst.de/fileadmin/de.bundesfreiwilligendienst/content.de/Service/Downloads/Paedagogische-Begleitung-Seminare-Abrechnung/Rahmenrichtlinie_BMFSFJ.pdf
https://www.bundesfreiwilligendienst.de/fileadmin/de.bundesfreiwilligendienst/content.de/Service/Downloads/Paedagogische-Begleitung-Seminare-Abrechnung/Rahmenrichtlinie_BMFSFJ.pdf
https://www.bundesfreiwilligendienst.de/fileadmin/de.bundesfreiwilligendienst/content.de/Service/Downloads/Paedagogische-Begleitung-Seminare-Abrechnung/Rahmenrichtlinie_BMFSFJ.pdf
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• a group of Catholic organisations offering volunteering placements (katholische 
Trägergruppe), 

• the German peace movement Aktionsgemeinschaft Dienst für den Frieden.  

Quality assurance tools 
A number of tools have been developed to ensure quality development and assurance in 
regard to national (and international) volunteering schemes. 

These include: 
Instruments used to measure quality, e.g. 

• quality catalogues on the basis of quality criteria or standards 

• quality manuals 

• graphs and organisational charts to describe processes and cycles for quality 
assurance purposes 

• structured interviews with individual stakeholders 

• questionnaires to evaluate volunteering schemes to be completed by volunteers, 
organisations or representatives of places of assignment; objective: to measure the 
level of satisfation of individual stakeholders, or volunteers’ personal development 

• suitable online tools, e.g., meinfreiwilligendienst.de by grenzenlos e.V. – Vereinigung 
internationaler Freiwilliger, an association of international volunteers, where 
volunteers can rate their placements, or the online self-evaluation tool by 
AGIAMONDO – Personal und Beratung für internationale Zusammenarbeit, an 
international cooperation consultancy, which enables organisations to self-monitor. 

Communication platforms at various levels: 
• Regular feedback interviews between the volunteers and their place of assignment 

• Regular internal team meetings on certain topics 

• Internal as well as inter-organisational quality group meetings to promote peer 
support (self-organised), 

• Inter-organisational quality committees who, on behalf of the supporting inst itution, 
discuss certain quality issues and promote a dialogue with civil society 

• Internal as well as inter -organisational national and international training courses and 
workshops to develop a shared understanding of quality between partner 
organisations 

• Symposia aimed specifically at sending organisations (Entsendeorganisationen) or host 
organisations (Aufnahmeorganisationen) and places of assignment 

Quality marks for volunteering schemes: 

• Quifd quality mark The process of obtaining the Quifd quality mark is based on quality 
principles and standards applicable to national and international volunteering 
schemes. The organisation behind the mark is Quifd, the agency for quality in 
volunteering schemes (Agentur für Qualität in Freiwilligendiensten). 

• RAL quality mark for international volunteering schemes The process of obtaining the 
quality mark is based largely on the dialogue-oriented QM system fid-Netzwerk 
internationalQM. It respects the applicable quality principles of the German quality 
assurance and labelling organisation RAL (Deutsches Institut für Gütesic herung und 
Kennzeichnung e.V.). The organisation behind the mark is RAL Gütegemeinschaft 
Internationaler Freiwilligendienst e.V., the RAL quality mark association for 
international volunteering schemes. 

Quality processes to obtain a quality mark: 

https://kfwd.de/download/93
http://friedensdienst.de/sites/default/files/anhang/laengerfristige-freiwilligendienste-916.doc
http://meinfreiwilligendienst.de/bewerten/
http://www.quifd.de/232_Leitbild_und_Aufgaben.htm
https://www.ral-guetezeichen.de/sicher-in-den-internationalen-freiwilligendienst/
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• Organisation-internal quality assessments on the basis of voluntary self-regulation 
(fid-Netzwerk internationalQM) 

• External quality check/audit prior to the assignment of a quality label (RAL quality 
label “Gütezeichen Internationaler Freiwilligendienst”, Quifd quality label “Quifd-
Qualitätssiegel”) 

• External consultants and auditors to assess the quality of the organisations, plus 
relevant basic and advanced training 

Main government agencies and organisations engaged in quality assurance in nat ional 
volunteering schemes: 
• Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth 

(Bundesministerium für Familie, Senioren, Frauen und Jugend (BMFSFJ) as source of 
funding 

• Federal Office of Family Affairs and Civil Society Functions (Bundesamt für Familie und 
zivilgesellschaftliche Aufgaben (BAFzA), especially in regard to the recognition of 
places of assignment in connection with the Federal Volunteer Service 
(Bundesfreiwilligendienst) and the youth voluntary services FSJ and FÖJ 

• Quifd, the agency for quality in volunteering schemes (Agentur für Qualität in 
Freiwilligendiensten) 

• IJAB – International Youth Service of the Federal Republic of Germany (Fachstelle für 
Internationale Jugendarbeit der Bundesrepublik Deutschland e.V.), responsible for 
training courses, advisory services and publications relating to all international youth 
work formats, including national and international volunteering schemes 

See also Administration and governance of youth volunteering > Main actors 

Target groups 
The groups at which volunteering schemes are aimed are clearly defined in the 
legislation: 

The youth voluntary services (Jugendfreiwilligendienste) Voluntary Social Year 
(Freiwilliges Soziales Jahr, FSJ) and Voluntary Ecological Year (Freiwilliges Ökologisc hes 
Jahr, FÖJ) are aimed at individuals who have completed full-time compulsory education 
but are under the age of 27 (Section 1 of the Act to Promote Youth Voluntary Services 
(Gesetz zur Förderung von Jugendfreiwilligendiensten). 

The Federal Volunteer Service (Bundesfreiwilligendienst, BFD) is open to individuals 
under the age of 27 who have completed full-time compulsory education and individuals 
over the age of 27 who meet certain requirements (Setion 2 of the Federal Volunteer 
Service Act (Bundesfreiwilligendienstgesetz)). 

Specific arrangements have been made to allow easier access to youth voluntary services 
and the Federal Volunteer Service for certain target groups (in accordance with No. 
11.4.a.(3) of the funding rules for youth voluntary services (Nr. II.4.a.(3) der 
Förderrichtlinien Jugendfreiwilligendienste, RL-JFD). These include: 

• School students with poor academic performance, early school leavers, school truants, 
“street kids” 

• Young people who leave compulsory education without a secondary school 
qualification, young people attending special schools for those with learning 
disabilities, young people with dyslexia 

• Young people who were or are in receipt of socio-educational support services (Hilfen 
zur Erziehung) as defined in the Child and Youth Services Act (Kinder- und 
Jugendhilfegesetz) (Book 8 of the Social Code); former drug addicts; those convicted 
of a criminal offence; ethnic German late-resettlers (Spätaussiedler) with language 
difficulties, members of the immigrant community, single parents. 

http://www.bmfsfj.de/
http://www.bmfsfj.de/
http://www.bafza.de/
http://www.quifd.de/
http://www.ijab.de/
http://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/jfdg/
http://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/bfdg/
http://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/bfdg/
http://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/bfdg/)
https://www.bmfsfj.de/blob/96730/efece17a9700bdfc955773931b55e48b/rundschreiben-besonderer-foerderbedarf-data.pdf
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in addition, special assistance is given to foreign volunteers with weak German language 
skills (under level B2) (cf. Federal Youth Ministry’s guidelines concerning Sec tion 17 of 
the Federal Volunteer Service Act (Richtlinien des BMFSFJ zu § 17 des 
Bundesfreiwilligendienstgesetzes). 

In 2015, an evaluation was conducted of the Federal Volunteer Service Act 
(Bundesfreiwilligendienstgesetz) and the Act to Promote Youth Voluntary Services 
(Jugendfreiwilligendienstegesetz) that found that certain target groups are under-
represented in the schemes, namely male volunteers, volunteers with mid- level or low 
educational qualifications and volunteers from the immigrant community. See 
Characteristics of youth volunteering. 

2.5 Cross-border mobility programmes 
EU programmes 
For young Germans planning to complete a volunteering placement abroad, the following 
EU programmes are particularly relevant: 
Erasmus+ Youth in Action, here: European Voluntary Service (EVS) 

The German National Agency implementing Erasmus+ Youth in Action is JUGEND für 
Europa. Implementation is monitored by the RAY network - Research-based Analysis and 
Monitoring of the European Youth Programmes. RAY consists of 36 national agencies and 
research agency partners. Funding is available for exchanges between young people 
aged 13 to 30 from various countries. These short-duration exchanges enable young 
people to develop intercultural skills and experience what it means to be European. 
According to JUGEND für Europa’s statistics, a total of 15,891 participants at tended 536 
youth exchanges in 2018. 

The European Voluntary Service (EVS) was funded under Erasmus+ until the end of 
2017. Since then, European volunteering schemes have been offered under the European 
Solidarity Corps. According to the German National Agency JUGEND für Europa, in 2018, 
446 participants took part in 239 funded EFD projects that had gained approval before 
the programme expired. 

European Solidarity Corps (ESC) 
The European Solidarity Corps was introduced with the aim of strengthening solidarity 
across Europe. It is implemented by JUGEND für Europa, the German National Agency for 
the ESC. Under the ESC, young people receive funding so they can take part in 
volunteering activities, group volunteering projects, solidarity projects, internships and 
jobs. In 2018, 259 volunteers took part in 53 approved volunteering ac tivities and one 
solidarity project. 

EU Aid Volunteers Programme 

The EU Aid Volunteers-Programm is aimed at EU citizens aged 18 and over who hold a 
vocational qualification and who wish to participate in humanitarian aid projec t . While 
applicants without any professional experience are welcome, some work experienc e is 
usually required. All volunteers are prepared thoroughly for their assignments. The list  
shows all ongoing projects for the period 2020-2021. 

Germany has two accredited sending organisations: the German Red Cross (Deutsches 
Rotes Kreuz, DRK) and the Federal Agency for Technical Relief (Bundesanstalt 
Technisches Hilfswerk, THW). THW was previously involved in a pilot  projec t  known as 
Volunteers in Capacity Building (VinCaB) in 2012/2013. The project was jointly developed 
by DRK and THW together with the Red Cross organisations in Bulgaria, Finland, the UK, 
Croatia, Latvia and the Netherlands plus the civil defence organisations MSB 
(Netherlands) and DUSZ (Croatia). To date (September 2020) THW has not yet seconded 
any other volunteers via the EU Aid Volunteers programme. DRK is part of a project 

https://www.bundesfreiwilligendienst.de/fileadmin/de.bundesfreiwilligendienst/content.de/Service/Downloads/Paedagogische-Begleitung-Seminare-Abrechnung/Besondere_Foerderung_im_BFD_-_Merkblatt.pdf
https://www.solidaritaetskorps.de/foerdermoeglichkeiten/fuer-junge-menschen/
https://www.jugendfuereuropa.de/strukturen/nationale-agentur/
https://www.jugendfuereuropa.de/strukturen/nationale-agentur/
https://www.researchyouth.net/network/
https://www.researchyouth.net/network/
https://www.jugend-in-aktion.de/foerderung/leitaktion-1/jugendbegegnungen/
https://www.jugendfuereuropa.de/ueber-jfe/publikationen/report-2018-die-umsetzung-der-eu-programme-erasmus-jugend-in-aktion-und-europaeisches-solidaritaetskorps-in-deutschland.4185/
https://europa.eu/youth/EU/volunteering/european-voluntary-service_en
https://europa.eu/youth/solidarity_en
https://europa.eu/youth/solidarity_en
https://www.jugendfuereuropa.de/ueber-jfe/publikationen/report-2018-die-umsetzung-der-eu-programme-erasmus-jugend-in-aktion-und-europaeisches-solidaritaetskorps-in-deutschland.4185/
https://europa.eu/youth/solidarity_en
https://www.jugendfuereuropa.de/strukturen/
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/node/420
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/node/420
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/echo/eu-aid-volunteers_en/projects_en
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/echo/eu-aid-volunteers_en/projects_en
http://www.drk.de/
http://www.drk.de/
http://www.thw.de/
http://www.thw.de/
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known as EU Aid Volunteers supporting resilience of vulnerable communities and capacity 
building within the Red Cross Red Crescent Movement (VinReCa) (2018-2020). It is 
implemented in cooperation with ten other Red Cross organisations in Bangladesh, 
Finland, Kenya, Mozambique, Nepal, Peru, the Philippine, Togo, Ukraine and Viet Nam. 

Other Programmes 
weltwärts 
weltwärts, the development volunteer service, is a Federal Government programme and 
is managed by the Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development 
(Bundesministerium für wirtschaftliche Zusammenarbeit und Entwicklung, BMZ). 
weltwärts was launched in Germany in 2008 as a volunteering scheme for young people 
aged between 18 and 28. 

The current funding regulations pertaining to the implementation of weltwärts 
(Förderleitlinie zur Umsetzung des entwicklungspolitischen Freiwilligendienstes weltwärts) 
came into force on 1 January 2016. They describe the objectives and general terms and 
conditions of the programme, training and guidance, the so-called South-North 
component (Süd-Nord-Komponente - a mechanism to facilitate the placement of 
volunteers from developing countries in Germany), support activities for volunteers and 
returnees, and legal and financial matters. 

The North-South component is available for assignments in countries that are listed in 
the DAC list of developing countries and regions. In some countries, weltwärts is not 
available owing to difficult conditions or the security situation on the ground. 

In 2019, a total of 3,300 volunteers took part in the North-South component. 68.5% of 
them were women. They came from the following federal states: 

• North Rhine-Westphalia: 734 volunteers 
• Baden-Württemberg: 587 volunteers 

• Bavaria: 366 volunteers 

• Lower Saxony: 359 volunteers 
• Hesse: 266 volunteers 

• Berlin: 199 volunteers 

• Saxony: 152 volunteers 
• Schleswig-Holstein: 152 volunteers 

• Rhineland-Palatinate: 134 volunteers 

• Hamburg: 129 volunteers 
• Brandenburg: 69 volunteers 

• Thuringia: 52 volunteers 

• Saxony-Anhalt: 41 volunteers 

• Mecklenburg-Western Pomerania: 30 volunteers 
• Bremen and Bremerhaven: 20 volunteers 

• Saarland: 18 volunteers 

In 2019, most volunteers in the North-South component completed their weltwärts 
placements in South Africa (352 volunteers), followed by India (301 volunteers), Peru 
(262 volunteers), Ghana (210 volunteers), Bolivia (202 volunteers), Ecuador (197 
volunteers), Tanzania (160 volunteers), Colombia (158 volunteers), Argentina (136 
volunteers) and Mexico (119 volunteers). In 2019, 45% of weltwärts volunteering 
projects in the North-South component took place in Latin America. 37% were in Afric a, 
17% in Asia, 1% in Eastern Europe and 0.1% in Oceania. 

https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/echo/eu-aid-volunteers_en/eu-aid-volunteers-supporting-resilience-vulnerable-communities-and-capacity-building-within-red_en
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/echo/eu-aid-volunteers_en/eu-aid-volunteers-supporting-resilience-vulnerable-communities-and-capacity-building-within-red_en
http://www.weltw%C3%A4rts.de/
http://www.bmz.de/
http://www.bmz.de/
https://www.weltwaerts.de/files/media/dokumente_dc/de/Organisationen/Nord-Sued-Komponente/Foerderleitlinie_weltwaerts_Freiwilligendienst.pdf
https://www.weltwaerts.de/files/media/dokumente_dc/de/Organisationen/Nord-Sued-Komponente/Foerderleitlinie_weltwaerts_Freiwilligendienst.pdf
http://www.bmz.de/de/zentrales_downloadarchiv/Ministerium/ODA/DAC_Laenderliste_Berichtsjahre_2018_2020.pdf
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In 2019, weltwärts volunteers in the North-South component worked in the following 
fields: education (38%), work with children and young people (32%), disadvantaged 
groups (9%). The remaining volunteers worked in projects concern with environmental 
and resource protection, health, culture and sports, farming and food security, and 
human rights, democracy and peace. 

The 2018 volunteer survey , which forms part of the weltwärts quality system, had the 
following outcomes in regard to the target groups specified in the funding guidelines 
(Förderleitlinie): 82% of interviewed North-South volunteers began their placement 
immediately after leaving school. 92% had an Abitur qualification (enabling them to enrol 
at university), while 5% had a technical baccalaureate (Fachabitur) qualification. Around 
1.5% of respondents had a recognised or non-recognised disability or impairment . The 
participation of individuals with disabilities in volunteering schemes remains high up on 
the agenda of the programme as it develops. 

An evaluation of the weltwärts programme in 2010 concluded that a disproport ionately 
large number of weltwärts volunteers hold an Abitur or other university entrance 
qualification, meaning that many young people remain out of reach. In response, in 2012 
weltwärts developed a concept to diversify its volunteer intake and set up three 
competence centres (Kompetenzzentren) to support weltwärts sending organisations 
(Entsendeorganisationen) in serving hard-to-reach target groups. These centres are: 

• InVia Köln e.V., designed for young people with a vocational qualification who wish to 
volunteer with weltwärts. The assocation helps sending organisations to inc rease the 
share of volunteers with a completed vocational qualification or offering equivalent  
personal qualifications. 

• bezev. e.V., which helps sending organisations to make their volunteering sc hemes 
more inclusive for young volunteers with an impairment or disability. 

• The competence centre for members of the immigrant community 
(Kompetenzzentrum Menschen mit Migrationshintergrund, KOMI) was established in 
June 2017. It is designed to reach out specifically to young people who are members 
of the immigrant community or are descended from immigrants, identify as people of 
colour or as new Germans (Neue Deutsche), or are from immigrant families. 

Since the end of 2013, weltwärts has also been open to volunteers coming from abroad 
to work in Germany under the incoming mechanism known as the South-North 
component (Süd-Nord-Komponente). Following a pilot phase from 2013 through 2016, in 
2016 the South-North component was included in the weltwärts programme for good in 
the funding guidelines (Förderleitilinien). 

The number of South-North volunteers has been consistently on the rise, from 130 
volunteers in 2013 and 564 volunteers in 2017 to 715 volunteers in 2019. In 2019, 
53,6% of volunteers were women. They came from Colombia (56 volunteers), Bolivia (46 
volunteers), India (43 volunteers), Peru (42 volunteers), Mexico (40 volunteers), South 
Africa (40 volunteers), Tanzania (33 volunteers), Uganda (29 volunteers), Argentina (26 
volunteers) and Brazil (25 volunteers).  
To assure the high quality of weltwärts a number of quality instruments are in place. 
Returnees are requested to complete a comprehensive volunteer survey and evaluate 
their experience of the weltwärts programme. 
In addition, all organisations sending volunteers abroad under weltwärts must seek 
approval from Engagement Global gGmbH. Applications are welcomed from non-profit 
organisations with a development focus. They are evaluated in terms of educational 
approach, non-profit character, financial strength and development orientation. 

Since 2013 all weltwärts sending organisations have been obliged to join an existing 
quality association. They are also free to join other sending organisat ions in set ting up 
their own quality association. 

https://www.weltwaerts.de/files/media/dokumente_dc/de/Ueber-ww-Allgemein/Freiwilligen_Befragung_2018.pdf
https://www.weltwaerts.de/files/media/dokumente_dc/de/Organisationen/Nord-Sued-Komponente/Foerderleitlinie_weltwaerts_Freiwilligendienst.pdf
https://www.weltwaerts.de/files/media/dokumente_dc/de/Organisationen/Nord-Sued-Komponente/Foerderleitlinie_weltwaerts_Freiwilligendienst.pdf
https://www.invia-international.de/
http://https/www.bezev.de/de/home/weltwaerts-kompetenzzentrum-fuer-inklusion/
https://www.weltwaerts.de/de/kompetenzzentrum-fuer-menschen-mit-migrationshintergrund.html
https://www.weltwaerts.de/de/kompetenzzentrum-fuer-menschen-mit-migrationshintergrund.html
https://www.weltwaerts.de/files/media/dokumente_dc/de/Organisationen/Nord-Sued-Komponente/Foerderleitlinie_weltwaerts_Freiwilligendienst.pdf
https://www.weltwaerts.de/de/qualitaet-und-sicherheit-ueber-weltwaerts.html
https://www.weltwaerts.de/files/media/dokumente_dc/de/Ueber-ww-Allgemein/Freiwilligen_Befragung_2018.pdf
https://www.engagement-global.de/weltwaerts.html
https://www.weltwaerts.de/de/qualitaetsverbuende-organisationen.html
https://www.weltwaerts.de/de/qualitaetsverbuende-organisationen.html
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Finally, the sending organisations must submit to an external audit  every two or three 
years. This is to ensure that they comply with the requirements of the quality c atalogue 
(Qualitätskatalog) applicable to the development volunteer scheme in it s c apacity as a 
learning service (Lerndienst). The following bodies are authorised to audit sending 
organisations under the weltwärts programme: 

• RAL Gütegemeinschaft Internationaler Freiwilligendienst e.V.; 

• Quifd – Agentur für Qualität in Freiwilligendiensten. 
Organisations that participate only in the South-North component are exempt  from the 
audit requirement. 
kulturweit 

kulturweit, a cultural volunteering programme, is run by the German Commission for 
UNESCO. It receives funding from the Federal Foreign Office (Auswärtiges Amt, AA). 
kulturweit was established in 2009 and is aimed at young people aged 18 to 26. It is 
based on the Voluntary Social Year (Freiwilliges Soziales Jahr., FSJ) scheme as stipulated 
in the Act to Promote Youth Voluntary Services (Jugendfreiwilligendienstegesetz). 
The unique feature of kulturweit is its focus on cultural and educational policy. 
Placements are possible in the DAC list of developing countries and regions. In some 
countries, kulturweit is not available owing to difficult conditions or the security situation 
on the ground. The organisations that implement kulturweit are: 

• German Academic Exchange Service (Deutscher Akademischer Austausch Dienst, 
DAAD) 

• German Archaeological Institute (Deutsches Archäologisches Institut, DAI) 
• German Commission for UNESCO (Deutsche UNESCO-Kommission, DUK) 

• Deutsche Welle (DW) 

• Goethe-Institut (GI) 
• Pädagogischer Austauschdienst (PAD) in close cooperation with the Central Agency for 

German Schools Abroad (Zentralstelle für Auslandsschulwesen, ZfA) 
The foreign chapters, branch offices and departments of the implementing organisat ions 
provide volunteer placements in the countries in question. 

The kulturweit magazine contains current statistics. In 2018, 483 young volunteers were 
placed abroad under kulturweit; 375 of them were women. 284 volunteers had just  left  
school; 169 were university students; 30 were undergoing vocational training, employed 
or in search of employment. To encourage, e.g., more vocational students to join the 
programme, kulturweit cooperates with an information and support centre for stays 
abroad during vocational training (Informations- und Beratungsstelle für 
Auslandsaufenthalte in der beruflichen Bildung, IBS). 

in 2018, most kulturweit volunteers travelled to Latin America (32%), Eastern Europe 
(28%), Africa (13%) and the CIS states (13%). Fewer volunteered in South-East Asia 
(6%), Asia (3%), the Middle East (1%) and other countries (2%). Most assignments 
were completed at the partner organisations of Pädagogischer Austauschdienst (45%), 
Goethe-Institut (39%), the international offices of the German Academic Exchange 
Service (DAAD) (6%) and the UNESCO National Commissions (6%). The smallest number 
of assignments were completed at Deutsche Welle’s international offices (3%) and those 
of the German Archaeological Institute (Deutsches Archäologisches Institut) (1%). 

In March 2019, kulturweit was extended to include a new programme focus. Under the 
subprogramme naturweit, young volunteers can complete placements at UNESCO natural 
world heritage sites, geoparks and biosphere reserves worldwide, including others, to 
develop their understanding of the close relationship between humans and the 
environment. 

https://www.weltwaerts.de/files/media/dokumente_dc/de/Organisationen/Nord-Sued-Komponente/Qualitaetsanforderungskatalog_weltwaerts_Freiwilligendienst.pdf
https://www.weltwaerts.de/files/media/dokumente_dc/de/Organisationen/Nord-Sued-Komponente/Qualitaetsanforderungskatalog_weltwaerts_Freiwilligendienst.pdf
http://ral-freiwilligendienst.de/
http://www.quifd.de/
http://www.kulturweit.de/
http://www.auswaertiges-amt.de/
http://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/jfdg/
https://www.bmz.de/de/zentrales_downloadarchiv/Ministerium/ODA/DAC_Laenderliste_Berichtsjahre_2018_2020.pdf
https://www.kulturweit.de/netzwerk
https://www.daad.de/de/
https://www.daad.de/de/
https://www.dainst.org/
https://www.unesco.de/
https://www.dw.com/de/
https://www.goethe.de/
https://www.kmk-pad.org/
https://www.auslandsschulwesen.de/
https://www.auslandsschulwesen.de/
https://www.kulturweit.de/sites/default/files/kulturweit-magazin_2018-2019.pdf
https://www.go-ibs.de/
https://www.go-ibs.de/
https://www.go-ibs.de/
https://www.kulturweit.de/presse/meldungen/natur-freiwilligendienst-kommt
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In 2013, kulturweit adopted reporting guidelines (Leitlinien) entitled “Reporting fairly” 
(Fair berichten). It aims to assist volunteers in reporting on their experiences 
responsibly. Fair berichten has been an established part of kulturweit’s educational 
programme since 2013. 

kulturweit evaluates the quality of the programme in various ways, including regular 
surveys among volunteers and places of assignment. They are asked to provide feedback 
on their general impression of the assignment, whether the volunteers have developed as 
a result, and the goodness of fit between volunteer and place of assignment. The result s 
are published in the kulturweit magazine. In 2018, 97% of places of assignment and 
95% of volunteers indicated that they were (very) likely to rec ommend the sc heme to 
others. 

In addition, in 2014 and 2019 kulturweit conducted a follow-up survey among former 
volunteers to ask them for their retrospective assessment of the placement and the 
longer-term impacts their volunteering assignments may have had on them. 

kulturweit was last certified in 2017 by Quifd, an agency for quality in volunteering 
schemes (Agentur für Qualität in Freiwilligendiensten) and certified for the fourth t ime. 
The Quifd quality standards relate, inter alia, to the selection of volunteers and plac es of 
assignment, the cooperation between the sending and partner organisations, the 
agreements signed by the volunteers, the organisation of the foreign placement, the 
underlying educational concept, the preparation offered prior to departure, debrief ing 
activities, and so forth. 

International Youth Voluntary Service (Internationaler 
Jugendfreiwilligendienst, IJFD) 
The International Youth Voluntary Service (Internationaler Jugendfreiwilligendienst, IJFD) 
was established in late 2010 by the Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Cit izens, 
Women and Youth (Bundesministerium für Familie, Senioren, Frauen und Jugend, 
BMFSFJ). The regulations on the implementation of IJFD (Richtlinie zur Umsetzung des 
Internationalen Jugendfreiwilligendienstes) dated 20 December 2010 (last  amended on 
29 May 2020) stipulate the circumstances under which IJFD takes place in regard to 
volunteers, training and guidance, organisations, places of assignment, agreements, 
certificates and references, insurance for volunteers, completion of IJFD as an 
“alternative service” (Anderer Dienst) abroad, and data protection. 

IJFD is aimed at young people who upon embarking on their placement have c ompleted 
full-time compulsory education (depending on the state, aged 15 or 16) and who upon 
ending it are still under the age of 27. The decision to accept minors on the sc heme is 
taken by the IJFD organisation in question. 

An IJFD placement can be completed anywhere in the world, provided the Federal 
Foreign Office (Auswärtiges Amt) has not issued a travel warning for the country in 
question or if there are no other security concerns. IJFD plac ements are diverse, with 
volunteers working in the social, cultural, sports or environmental field or in education or 
peace projects. 
The BMFSFJ collects statistics charting the development of the scheme .  

IJFD participation in recent years: 

2017/18 2,755 

2018/19 2,799 

2019/20 2,616 

Most volunteers are aged between 18 and 24 and are women. In 2019/20, most of them 
worked in social projects (1580 volunteers) and in education (619 volunteers). Most IJFD 
volunteers completed a placement in France (407 volunteers), followed by the UK (379 

https://www.kulturweit.de/file/1543/download?token=8QQZ78zn
https://www.kulturweit.de/file/1543/download?token=8QQZ78zn
https://www.kulturweit.de/qualit%C3%A4t
https://www.kulturweit.de/sites/default/files/kulturweit-magazin_2018-2019.pdf
https://www.kulturweit.de/qualit%C3%A4t/verbleibstudie
http://quifd.de/
http://quifd.de/
http://www.quifd.de/media/pdf/1725.pdf
http://www.ijfd-info.de/
http://www.bmfsfj.de/BMFSFJ/Freiwilliges-Engagement/internationaler-jugendfreiwilligendienst.html
http://www.bmfsfj.de/BMFSFJ/Freiwilliges-Engagement/internationaler-jugendfreiwilligendienst.html
http://www.bmfsfj.de/BMFSFJ/Freiwilliges-Engagement/internationaler-jugendfreiwilligendienst.html
https://www.bmfsfj.de/blob/96666/35982a2342aac44998b87168a747536b/richtlinie-internationaler-jugendfreiwilligendienst-data.pdf
https://www.bmfsfj.de/blob/96666/35982a2342aac44998b87168a747536b/richtlinie-internationaler-jugendfreiwilligendienst-data.pdf
https://www.daten.bmfsfj.de/daten/daten/internationaler-jugendfreiwilligendienst-/137026
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volunteers), Israel (224 volunteers), the US (206 volunteers), New Zealand (107 
volunteers), Canada (95 volunteers), Spain (87 volunteers), Italy (84 volunteers), 
Australia (77 volunteers) and Ireland (56 volunteers). In 2019/20, most IJFD placements 
were in Europe (1,389 volunteers), with a much smaller number in Asia (408 volunteers), 
Central and North America (370 volunteers), Australia (188 volunteers), Lat in Americ a 
(137 volunteers) and Africa (124 volunteers). 
Organisations wishing to offer an IJFD placement must apply for accreditation with the 
Federal Office of Family Affairs and Civil Society Functions (Bundesamt  für Familie und 
zivilgesellschaftliche Aufgaben, BAFzA). This requires them to be non-profit, a legal 
entity, domiciled in Germany, and have prior experience of offering volunteer placements 
abroad. In addition, they must have developed an educational concept and c omply with 
IJFD guidelines. Likewise, the places of assignment abroad to which volunteers are to be 
seconded must be accredited by BAFzA. For quality assurance purposes, while processing 
an applications an opinion is procured from the Federal Foreign Office (Auswärtiges Amt) 
concerning the intended places of assignment. 
In the interest of safeguarding the quality of the scheme, organisations offering IJFD 
placements must be affiliated with a central quality management body. These are: 
• Action Committee Service for Peace (Aktionsgemeinschaft Dienst für den Frieden, 

AGDF) 
• AGIAMONDO – Personal und Beratung für internationale Zusammenarbeit , an 

international cooperation consultancy 

• Learning and Helping Overseas Association (Lernen und Helfen in Übersee e.V., 
AKLHÜ) 

• Protestant Volunteering Schemes (Evangelische Freiwilligendienste gGmbH) .  

Franco-German Volunteer Service (Deutsch-Französischer Freiwilligendienst) 
The Franco-German Volunteer Service (Deutsch-Französischer Freiwilligendienst, DFFD) 
is offered by the Franco-German Youth Office (Deutsch-Französisches Jugendwerk, 
DFJW/FGYO) https://www.dfjw.org/. In 2007 DFJW was commissioned by the 
governments of France and Germany to create a Franco-German volunteer service. Since 
then, DFJW has coordinated DFFD together with France’s Agence du Service Civique. 

DFFD is aimed at young people aged 18 to 25, regardless of educational qualifications or 
social background. In accordance with DFJW guidelines it aims in particular to reach out  
to young people who owing to their economic, geographic, educaitonal, social, cultural or 
health status find it difficult to access schemes such as DFFD or require spec ial needs 
assistance to do so. 
DFFD ties in with France’s Service Civique and most of its activities are also linked with 
Germany’s International Youth Voluntary Service (Internationaler 
Jugendfreiwilligendienst, IJFD) .The scheme is mutual in nature – one German and one 
French volunteer are sent at the same time to the respective other partner country. Over 
the course of their placement the volunteers take part in a number of accompanying 
seminars, where they are supervised by a Franco-German team. 

Typical areas of assignment for DFFD volunteers are schools, universities, social services, 
environmental, sports and cultural projects, at regional authorities or at  DFJW off ic es. 
The application process differs depending on the field of work and in some cases, a 
certain level of foreign language proficiency may be required. 

In 2019/20, 359 young people completed a DFFD volunteer placement. 153 of them were 
sent from Germany to France. In 2018/19 the equivalent numbers were 366 and 167, 
respectively. 
In 2019/20, most DFFD volunteers worked in schools (118 in total, 70 of which from 
Germany) and environmental projects (94, 50 of which from Germany) 

https://www.ijfd-info.de/traeger.html
https://www.bafza.de/
https://www.bafza.de/
https://www.bmfsfj.de/blob/96666/35982a2342aac44998b87168a747536b/richtlinie-internationaler-jugendfreiwilligendienst-data.pdf
http://friedensdienst.de/
http://friedensdienst.de/
https://www.agiamondo.de/
https://www.agiamondo.de/
https://www.entwicklungsdienst.de/startseite/
https://www.entwicklungsdienst.de/startseite/
https://www.ev-freiwilligendienste.de/start/
https://volontariat.ofaj.org/de/startseite/
https://www.dfjw.org/
https://www.dfjw.org/media/directives-richtlinien-2019.pdf
https://www.service-civique.gouv.fr/
http://www.ijfd-info.de/
http://www.ijfd-info.de/
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As DFFD ties in with France’s Service Civique and Germany’s International Youth 
Voluntary Service, organisations offering placements must be recognised by the 
competent authorities. On the French side, organisations must be recognised by France’s 
Agence du Service Civique. On the German side, the organisations are accredited by the 
Federal Office of Family Affairs and Civil Society Functions (Bundesamt  für Familie und 
zivilgesellschaftliche Aufgaben, BAFzA). The places of assignment in France, too, have to 
seek BAFzA accreditation. Organisations offering placements are reqwuired to write a 
report and submit it to the offices in charge of them. 

A steering committee meets once a year to discuss the programme’s progress and 
improve its quality. The Franco-German Youth Office as the IJFD-implementing 
organisation is also certified by Quifd, an agency for quality in volunteering schemes 
(Agentur für Qualität in Freiwilligendiensten) and carries the Quifd quality mark. 

Links to volunteering statistics 

• 2018 statistical report of the Learning and Helping Overseas Association (Arbeitskreis 
Lernen und Helfen in Übersee e.V., AKLHÜ) ‘Volunteers on international volunteering 
schemes ‘ (Freiwillige in internationalen Freiwilligendiensten) 

• 2016 statistical report of the Learning and Helping Overseas Association (Arbeitskreis 
Lernen und Helfen in Übersee e.V., AKLHÜ) ‘Volunteers on international volunteering 
schemes ‘ (Freiwillige in internationalen Freiwilligendiensten) 

Legal framework applying to foreign volunteers 
Volunteers from abroad may apply to Germany’s statutory or government-sponsored 
volunteering schemes (e.g., Federal Volunteer Service/Bundesfreiwilligendienst, 
European Solidarity Corps/Europäischer Solidaritätskorps, Voluntary Social or Ec ologic al 
Year/Freiwilliges Soziales or Ökologisches Jahr, weltwärts, kulturweit, Franco-German 
Volunteer Service/Deutsch-Französischer Freiwilligendienst). In some cases, special 
funding is available. The eligibility rules for foreign volunteers vary. 

Every year, the Learning and Helping Overseas Association (Arbeitskreis Lernen und 
Helfen in Übersee e.V., AKLHÜ) compiles statistics on the volunteers who come from 
abroad to participate in one of Germany’s state-run or state-funded volunteering 
schemes. In 2018, a total of 4,564 foreign volunteers came to Germany. Most  of them 
completed a Voluntary Social Year (Freiwilliges Soziales Jahr, 1,491 volunteers), a 
Federal Volunteer Service (Bundesfreiwilligendienst) placement (1,459 volunteers), a 
European Voluntary Service or European Solidarity Corps placement (829 volunteers) or 
a weltwärts placement under the South-North component (Süd-Nord Komponente) (612 
volunteers). 66% of incoming volunteers are women. Most volunteers come from 
Madagascar (227 volunteers), Georgia (204 volunteers), Ukraine (192 volunteers), 
France (182 volunteers), the Russian Federation (179 volunteers), Colombia (158 
volunteers), Turkey (149 volunteers), Brazil (136 volunteers) or Indonesia (122 
volunteers). Their main fields of activity depending on the programme. While Federal 
Volunteer Service and Voluntary Social Year volunteers are typically placed in projects for 
people with a disability, European Voluntary Service or European Solidarity Corps and 
weltwärts South-North component volunteers are mainly active in child and youth 
services. 

The prerequisites for participating in a volunteering scheme in Germany depend on the 
criteria of the programme in question. In some cases these prerequisites are developed 
together with partner organisations abroad. Typically, applicants must  provide proof of 
residency that allows them to work in Germany. Applicants from non-EU countries 
require a visa which must be applied for in their home country. Visas may be issued 
specially for participants in a German volunteering scheme. A police clearance certificate 
from the applicant’s country of domicile may also be required. Depending on the type of 
placement, applicants may have to demonstrate basic German language skills. 

  

http://www.service-civique.gouv.fr/
http://www.service-civique.gouv.fr/
http://www.bafza.de/
http://www.bafza.de/
http://quifd.de/
http://quifd.de/
https://www.entwicklungsdienst.de/fileadmin/AKLHUE_Relaunch/Statistische_Erhebung_Outgoing_2018.pdf
https://www.entwicklungsdienst.de/fileadmin/AKLHUE_Relaunch/Statistische_Erhebung_Outgoing_2018.pdf
https://www.entwicklungsdienst.de/fileadmin/AKLHUE_Relaunch/RZ_171208_ED_BRO_Outgoing2016_02.pdf
https://www.entwicklungsdienst.de/fileadmin/AKLHUE_Relaunch/RZ_171208_ED_BRO_Outgoing2016_02.pdf
https://www.entwicklungsdienst.de/fileadmin/AKLHUE_Relaunch/Statistische_Erhebung_Incoming_2018.pdf
https://www.entwicklungsdienst.de/fileadmin/AKLHUE_Relaunch/Statistische_Erhebung_Incoming_2018.pdf
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European Solidarity Corps 
Young people wishing to volunteer in Germany with the European Solidarity Corps (ESC) 
must be ordinarily resident in an ESC programme country. Young people from a non-EU 
country may require a visa; they should verify the applicable visa rules ahead of 
applying. 

weltwärts 
Young volunteers travelling to Germany under the South-North component (Süd-Nord-
Komponente) of the weltwärts programme must apply for a visa, for which the weltwärts 
Coordination Office (Koordinierungsstelle) may be able to issue a letter of support  to be 
presented to the German embassy in the applicant’s country of residence. However, 
these letters are not equivalent to an invitation. These may be issued by the rec eiving 
organisations. 

Volunteers working in Germany under the South-North component are liable to social 
insurance contributions in Germany. Formally speaking, they are classed as volunteers 
under the Federal Volunteer Service (Bundesfreiwilligendienst) as defined in the Federal 
Volunteer Service Act (Bundesfreiwilligendienstgesetz, BFDG). South-North volunteers 
are covered by the following types of insurance: statutory social insurance (gesetzlic he 
Sozialversicherung), accident insurance (Unfallversicherung), which is provided by an 
employers’ liability insurance association (Berufsgenossenschaft), professional liability 
insurance (Betriebshaftpflichtversicherung), and private liability insurance and ac cident 
insurance (Privathaftpflicht- und Unfallversicherung). In some countries, to obtain a visa 
it may be necessary for applicants to provide proof of travel health insurance for the t rip 
to Germany and back. All social insurance contributions are paid by the host organisation 
or the volunteers’ place of assignment. 

Deutsch-Französischer Freiwilligendienst 
Volunteers with the Franco-German Volunteer Service (Deutsch-Französischer 
Freiwilligendienst, DFFD) are subject to the funding regulations (Förderrichtlinien) of the 
Franco-German Youth Office (Deutsch-Französisches Jugendwerk, DFJW/FGYO). Legally 
speaking, for young French volunteers DFFD is a form of French service civique. It is 
open to all young people who are ordinarily resident in France, plus to all French citizens 
who are temporarily not resident in France. Young people who have neither French or 
another EU nationality may require a visa to enter Germany. 
Incoming BFD and FSJ/FÖJ 

Germany’s Bundesfreiwilligendienst (Federal Volunteer Service) and youth voluntary 
services (Jugendfreiwilligendienste) (Voluntary Social Year or Voluntary Ecological Year) 
are open to young people from abroad, too. Under Section 19 (c) para. 1 of the 
Residence Act (Aufenthaltsgesetz), they may be granted a residence permit  spec if ically 
for their placement under these volunteering schemes. Applicants are rec ommended to 
have basic German language skills. 

Links to further information 
• Information provided by Bundesarbeitskreis FSJ on volunteering in Germany for 

foreign nationals 

• Hielscher, Hanna; Eberhardt, Julia Bettina (2015): Research project 
“Internationalisation of the voluntary services FSJ, FÖJ and BFD: The potential of 
incoming volunteers for Germany”. Mid-term results and reality check 
(Forschungsprojekt „Internationalisierung der Freiwilligendienste FSJ, FÖJ und BFD: 
Das Potential von Incoming für Deutschland“: Zwischenergebnisse und Praxis-Check.) 
In: Voluntaris 2015/1: p. 115-119. 

https://europa.eu/youth/SOLIDARITY_de
https://ec.europa.eu/youth/sites/youth/files/european-solidarity-corps-guide_2020_en.pdf#page=14
http://www.weltwaerts.de/en/the-south-north-component.html
http://www.weltwaerts.de/en/the-south-north-component.html
https://www.dfjw.org/media/directives-richtlinien-2019.pdf
https://www.dfjw.org/media/directives-richtlinien-2019.pdf
https://www.bundesfreiwilligendienst.de/der-bundesfreiwilligendienst/a-bis-z.html
http://www.bmfsfj.de/RedaktionBMFSFJ/Broschuerenstelle/Pdf-Anlagen/Zeit-das-Richtige-zu-tun-FSJ-F_C3_96J-BFD,property=pdf,bereich=bmfsfj,sprache=de,rwb=true.pdf
http://www.bmfsfj.de/RedaktionBMFSFJ/Broschuerenstelle/Pdf-Anlagen/Zeit-das-Richtige-zu-tun-FSJ-F_C3_96J-BFD,property=pdf,bereich=bmfsfj,sprache=de,rwb=true.pdf
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/aufenthg_2004/
https://pro-fsj.de/en/information-people-who-are-not-german
https://pro-fsj.de/en/information-people-who-are-not-german
https://www.nomos-elibrary.de/10.5771/2196-3886-2015-1-115/forschungsprojekt-internationalisierung-der-freiwilligendienste-bfd-fsj-und-foej-das-potential-von-incoming-fuer-deutschland-zwischenergebnisse-und-praxis-check-jahrgang-3-2015-heft-1
https://www.nomos-elibrary.de/10.5771/2196-3886-2015-1-115/forschungsprojekt-internationalisierung-der-freiwilligendienste-bfd-fsj-und-foej-das-potential-von-incoming-fuer-deutschland-zwischenergebnisse-und-praxis-check-jahrgang-3-2015-heft-1
https://www.nomos-elibrary.de/10.5771/2196-3886-2015-1-115/forschungsprojekt-internationalisierung-der-freiwilligendienste-bfd-fsj-und-foej-das-potential-von-incoming-fuer-deutschland-zwischenergebnisse-und-praxis-check-jahrgang-3-2015-heft-1


Youth policies Germany – 2020  Youth Wiki 

65 

2.6 Raising awareness about youth volunteering 
opportunities 
Information providers 
At the federal level, the Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and 
Youth (Bundesministerium für Familie, Senioren, Frauen und Jugend, BMFSFJ) functions 
as the “civic engagement ministry”. It provides information on opportunities for civic 
commitment and volunteering . 

At the state and local level there is an extensive network of organisations, volunteering 
centres, groups and youth information centres that provide advice on civic  c ommitment  
and volunteering opportunities. Detailed information is available from the information 
portal Bürgergesellschaft.de. 
The European network Eurodesk has been active in Germany since 1996, informing and 
advising young people on international exchange programmes and volunteering schemes. 
It also offers information material free of charge. Besides the central coordination off ice 
Eurodesk Deutschland, there are more than 50 Eurodesk offices (Beratungsstellen) 
across Germany. 

The Federal Association of Volunteer Agencies (Bundesarbeitsgemeinschaft der 
Freiwilligenagenturen, bagfa) is the national umbrella organisation of volunteering 
agencies in Germany. Volunteering agencies are a port of call for all individuals who wish 
to volunteer and for organisations who want to work with volunteers. The administrat ive 
office of bagfa is supported by BMFSFJ. 
Overview of volunteering agencies in Germany 

The National Network for Civil Society (Bundesnetzwerk Bürgerliches Engagement , BBE) 
is a network of stakeholders in civil society, the government and the private sector. It s 
aim is to support civil society and civic commitment in a sustainable way. BBE is 
supported by BMFSFJ. 
The Learning and Helping Overseas Association (Netzwerk und Fachstelle für 
internationale Personelle Zusammenarbeit, AKLHÜ) offers a volunteering vacancy 
exchange (Stellenmarkt) on its website. AKLHÜ provides informat ion on plac ements in 
international volunteering schemes, development programmes and other specialist 
development cooperation programmes. 

Engagement Global gGmbH was established by the Federal Government on 1 January 
2012. It is funded by the Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development  
(Bundesministerium für Zusammenarbeit und wirtschaftliche Entwicklung, BMZ) 
www.bmz.de. Engagement Global brings together various development policy initiatives, 
organisations and projects. It functions as a portal for civic and local-level commitment in 
the field of development cooperation. Its main tasks are to inform and educate, provide 
advisory services and training, support initiatives and projects financially, and help build 
networks. Engagement Global’s Engagement Compass (Engagement-Kompass) provides 
an overview of various ways to show civic commitment. 

Key initiatives 
Civic commitment week (Woche des bürgerschaftlichen Engagements) is organised 
annually by the National Network for Civil Society (Bundesnetzwerk Bürgerschaftliches 
Engagement, BBE). The 2020 date is 11-20 September (virtual event ). Funding c omes 
from the Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth 
(Bundesministerium für Familie, Senioren, Frauen und Jugend, BMFSFJ). 

EuroPeers are alumni of the European Voluntary Service and other Erasmus+ funded 
projects. They share their experience with their peers, encourage intercultural 
understanding and motivate other young people to take part in an exchange in another 

https://www.bmfsfj.de/BMFSFJ/freiwilliges-engagement.html
https://www.bmfsfj.de/BMFSFJ/freiwilliges-engagement.html
http://www.buergergesellschaft.de/
http://www.buergergesellschaft.de/
https://www.rausvonzuhaus.de/Beratung/vor-Ort
http://www.bagfa.de/
http://www.bagfa.de/
http://www.bagfa.de/freiwilligenagenturen.html
http://www.b-b-e.de/
https://www.entwicklungsdienst.de/stellenmarkt/freiwillige/
https://www.entwicklungsdienst.de/stellenmarkt/freiwillige/
http://www.engagement-global.de/
http://www.bmz.de/
https://www.engagement-global.de/engagement-kompass.html
http://www.engagement-macht-stark.de/
https://www.europeers.de/
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country and culture. The Europeers network was established in 2005. On average, there 
are around 200 active Europeers each year. 
Eurodesk’s Time To Move week was established in 2014 to inform young people ac ross 
Europe about stays abroad as well as volunteering and other opportunities. In Germany, 
Time To Move is organised by Eurodesk Deutschland and the Eurodesk counselling 
offices. In 2020, Time To Move will extend across the entire month of October, combining 
online and on-site events. In addition, a range of volunteering days and ac tion weeks 
take place every year across the country. They are designed to encourage young people 
of any age to consider volunteering and participating in the community. Examples include 
Berlin’s “Common Cause” Volunteer Days (Freiwilligentage „Gemeinsame Sache“) (11-20 
September 2020), Saxony’s volunteering action week (20-25 April 2020) and Munic h’s 
volunteering fair (FreiwilligenMesse) (22-31 January 2021). 

Each year since 2009, the Franco-German Youth Office (Deutsch-Französisches 
Jugendwerk, DFJW/FGYO) has appointed “junior ambassadors” (Juniorbotschafter). They 
represent the FGYO at the local level and inform others about the opportunit ies offered 
by the programme. In 2018, there were 96 active junior ambassadors. 

2.7 Skills recognition 
Policy Framework 
Germany has no standardised statutory system for recognising learning achievements 
gained in a non-formal or informal setting that spans all educational sectors. 

The German Qualifications Framework for Lifelong Learning (Deutscher 
Qualifikationsrahmen für lebenslanges Lernen, DQR) provides a framework for 
recognising qualifications, no matter in what learning context they were acquired. The 
DQR was adopted on 22 March 2011 by the German Qualifications Framework Working 
Group (Arbeitskreis Deutscher Qualifikationsrahmen, AK DQR), which is composed of 
stakeholders in this area and develops and implements the DQR. 

The inclusion of learning achievements gained in non-formal and informal settings in the 
DQR is currently being debated. In 2011 AK DQR published an opinion on 
recommendations that had been put forward by the working groups in this regard. In 
2016 a group of authors, funded by the Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior 
Citizens, Women and Youth (Bundesministerium für Familie, Senioren, Frauen und 
Jugend, BMFSFJ), published a position paper on the recognition of competences acquired 
by young people in non-formal and informal settings as they embark on a career 
(Kompetenzen junger Menschen anerkennen – den Berufseinstieg fördern: Eckpunkte zur 
Anerkennung von non-formal und informell erworbenen Kompetenzen junger Menschen 
auf dem Weg in den Beruf). 

The relevant statutory rules and regulations form the general basis for the recognition of 
skills that volunteers acquire in connection with the various volunteering sc hemes. Cf. 
Youth volunteering at national level. 

Existing arrangements 
Young people who have completed a volunteer placement are issued with a c ert if icate. 
Either this is done automatically or upon request by the volunteer. The rules pertaining to 
this are set out on the relevant legal texts. Cf. Youth volunteering at national level. 
Depending on the legislation, the certificate or confirmation concerning the work provided 
must make reference to the professional qualification characteristics of the plac ement . 
The documents also refer to the type and duration of the placement and, where 
applicable, to the actual work done and the volunteer’s conduct during the plac ement . 
Responsibility for issuing a certificate or confirmation concerning the work provided lies 
with the place of work or alternatively the organisation in question. 

http://timetomove.eurodesk.eu/
https://gemeinsamesache.berlin/
https://www.engagiert-dabei.de/artikel/start-der-landesaktionswoche
https://muenchner-freiwilligen-messe.de/
https://muenchner-freiwilligen-messe.de/
http://www.dqr.de/media/content/The_German_Qualifications_Framework_for_Lifelong_Learning.pdf
http://www.dqr.de/media/content/The_German_Qualifications_Framework_for_Lifelong_Learning.pdf
http://www.dqr.de/content/2328.php
http://www.dqr.de/content/2328.php
https://www.dqr.de/media/content/Stellungnahme_des_AK_DQR_zu_nicht-formalem_und_informellem_Lernen_2012.pdf
https://www.dqr.de/media/content/Stellungnahme_des_AK_DQR_zu_nicht-formalem_und_informellem_Lernen_2012.pdf
http://www.jugendsozialarbeit.de/media/raw/Eckpunktepapier_Juni_2016_final.pdf
http://www.jugendsozialarbeit.de/media/raw/Eckpunktepapier_Juni_2016_final.pdf
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There is currently no standardised form of “volunteer ID” (Freiwilligenausweis) volunteers 
taking part in the youth voluntary services (Jugendfreiwilligendienste) scheme. All 
volunteers affiliated with the Federal Volunteer Service (Bundesfreiwilligendienst) are 
issued with a volunteer ID, which gives them discounted access to c ertain c ultural or 
sports facilities and on public transport. 

According to the final report of the joint evaluation of the Federal Volunteer Service Act 
and the Act to Promote Youth Voluntary Services (Abschlussberic ht der gemeinsamen 
Evaluation des Gesetzes über den Bundesfreiwilligendienst (BFDG) und des Gesetzes zur 
Förderung von Jugendfreiwilligendiensten (JFDG) there are various ways to recognise 
young people’s completion of a voluntary service. Besides letters of reference detailing 
their duties, confirmation of skills acquired or certificates, volunteers are given honorary 
mentions in the organisations’ PR materials and campaigns. They receive awards, 
opportunities to gain a qualification, or free access to equipment or meeting rooms as a 
form of appreciation. In addition, some volunteers benefit from discounts thanks to a 
volunteer pass (Freiwilligenpass/Ehrenamtscard), and some are given a free public 
transport pass. 

In some volunteering schemes, the time volunteers spend in their place of assignment  is 
counted towards the waiting period for a place at university. Cf. the ordinances of the 
federal states on the assignment of places at university (Hochschulvergabe- und 
Zulassungsordnungen der Bundesländer). 

Responsibility for recognising a period of service under a volunteering scheme for the 
purpose of a university place or as an internship lies with the federal states and the 
university or university of applied science in question. Some institutions award credit 
points for volunteer placements. 

• Faculty of Philosophy, University of Bonn. Upon request, the Faculty rewards volunteer 
placements with six credit points towards the total number of credit points to be 
gained with electives in Bachelor degree programmes. 

• University of Applied Sciences Mittweida. Upon request, the university rewards 
volunteer placements or extracurricular civic commitment with ECTS credit points. 

• European University Viadrina Frankfurt (Oder). Upon request, the university will 
recognise long-term civic commitment in associations or students’ initiatives in lieu of 
an internship.  

Whether and to what extent a volunteer placement can be recognised depends on the 
relevant regulations pertaining to the (degree) courses at the universities or universit ies 
of applied sciences in question. 
Youthpass is the European recognition tool for non-formal and informal learning under 
the Erasmus+ Youth in Action programme and the European Solidarity Corps (ESC). 
Young people and youth work experts use Youthpass to document and advertise the 
competences they gain by participating in activities funded by the Erasmus+ programme 
and the ESC. Youthpass uses the eight key competences for lifelong learning that  are 
uniform across Europe. By July 2020, 1,075,349 Youthpass certificates had been 
awarded across Europe. 

In 2017, 406 organisations used Youthpass in 665 projects. Overall, in 2017, 11,641 
certificates were awarded in Germany (127,651 across Europe), mainly for youth 
exchanges (7,804), training activities for youth workers (3,146) and the European 
Voluntary Service (387). Young people benefit in particular from developing social, 
foreign language and intercultural skills, as well as from learning personal init iat ive and 
gaining entrepreneurial experience. 

Regarding quality assurance in volunteering, see also Youth volunteering at national level 
> Quality assurance  

https://www.bundes-freiwilligendienst.de/bfd-ausweis.html
https://www.bundes-freiwilligendienst.de/bfd-ausweis.html
https://www.bmfsfj.de/blob/97898/de7b1c8ea1a882cf01107cb56bab4aa9/evaluationsbericht-freiwilligendienste-data.pdf
https://www.bmfsfj.de/blob/97898/de7b1c8ea1a882cf01107cb56bab4aa9/evaluationsbericht-freiwilligendienste-data.pdf
https://www.philfak.uni-bonn.de/de/studium/handreichungen-und-leitfaeden/leitfaden-zur-anerkennung-von-zivilgesellschaftlichem-engagement
https://www.institute.hs-mittweida.de/webs/ikks/studium-generale/anerkennung-von-leistungen.html
https://www.europa-uni.de/de/struktur/zse/career_center/Studierende/ehrenamt_kuwi/index.html
http://www.youthpass.eu/
http://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-8299-2018-INIT/en/pdf
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2.8 Current debates and reforms 
Forthcoming policy developments 
The Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth 
(Bundesministerium für Familie, Senioren, Frauen und Jugend, BMFSFJ) plans to refine 
voluntary services. The new concept envisages the setting up of a youth voluntary year 
(Jugendfreiwilligenjahr) as an umbrella that comprises the further development of the 
existing voluntary services. Young people (under 27) will be entitled to support of all 
agreements within their voluntary service. The financial framework is to be improved 
through e.g. subsidising the ticket for public short-distance transport and int roducing a 
standard payment of 402 euros for the volunteer. Additionally, the access to voluntary 
services is to be improved for disadvantaged and disabled persons. In 2019, 327 million 
euros were allocated in the federal budget for voluntary services, 65 million euros more 
than in 2018. In order to implement the Jugendfreiwilligenjahr concept a maximum 
amount of 1 billion euros per year would be needed. 
The BMFSFJ is also planning to amend legislation in order to enable young people under 
the age of 27 to complete a part-time volunteer placement. On 14 March 2019 the bill 
passed to the first reading in the German parliament (Bundestag). It  would involve an 
amendment to the Federal Volunteer Service Act (Bundesfreiwilligendienstgesetz) and 
the Act to Promote Youth Voluntary Services (Jugendfreiwilligendienstgesetz). The option 
to volunteer on a part-time basis would appeal above all to young people with families 
and children or relatives to care for, or individuals completing vocational training or 
gaining a qualification alongside their assignment. 

Ongoing debates 
On 7 April 2020 the BMFSFJ launched the online platform “Volunteers helping now” 
(“Freiwillige helfen jetzt”) in response to the fact that many volunteers are currently 
unable to be at their places of assignment due to the Coronavirus pandemic. The 
platform brings together young volunteers with non-profit organisations that are in need 
of help. The Green parliamentary party (Fraktion Bündnis 90/DIE GRÜNEN) filed a minor 
parliamentary question on the situation of young volunteers during the pandemic, to 
which the Federal Government has responded. . 

In 2019, the pilot project FSJdigital, which was launched in 2015, was extended to 
include the youth voluntary services (Jugendfreiwilligendienste) Voluntary Social Year 
(Freiwilliges Soziales Jahr) and International Youth Voluntary Service (Internationaler 
Jugendfreiwilligendienst). The aim is to employ young volunteers’ digital expertise in the 
context of their work for non-profit organisations. Two projects are being funded as part  
of this venture: a series of training courses known as #freiwillig+digital and the network 
office “netzwärts – für Medienbildung im Freiwilligendienst”. 

In April 2018, the Child and Youth Welfare Association (Arbeitsgemeinschaft für Kinder-  
und Jugendhilfe, AGJ) adopted a position paper that sets out the challenges and impulses 
relating to aligning the basic and advanced training courses and non-formal qualifications 
offered in the field of child and youth services with the German Qualifications Framework 
(Deutscher Qualifikationsrahmen). 
 

3. EMPLOYMENT & ENTREPRENEURSHIP 

Germany continues to have a low rate of youth unemployment and of young people not  
in education, employment or training (NEET). Young people with migrant background still 
face a higher risk of being unemployed. The so-called Youth Migration Services 
(Jugendmigrationsdienste) offer support services to help this group of young people in 
particular. It remains also one of the current challenges for the vocational training field to 

https://www.bmfsfj.de/bmfsfj/neues-konzept-fuer--jugendfreiwilligenjahr-/131014
https://www.bmfsfj.de/bmfsfj/freiwilligendienst-soll-auch-in-teilzeit-moeglich-sein/131426
https://www.bmfsfj.de/bmfsfj/freiwilligendienst-soll-auch-in-teilzeit-moeglich-sein/131426
http://www.freiwillige-helfen-jetzt.de/
http://www.freiwillige-helfen-jetzt.de/
https://dip21.bundestag.de/dip21/btd/19/202/1920217.pdf
http://drk-freiwilligendienste-st.digital/
https://www.bmfsfj.de/bmfsfj/aktuelles/alle-meldungen/freiwilligendienste-werden-digitaler/133630
https://www.bmfsfj.de/bmfsfj/aktuelles/alle-meldungen/freiwilligendienste-werden-digitaler/133630
https://www.bmfsfj.de/bmfsfj/aktuelles/alle-meldungen/freiwilligendienste-werden-digitaler/133630
https://www.bmfsfj.de/bmfsfj/aktuelles/alle-meldungen/freiwilligendienste-werden-digitaler/133630
https://www.fsjdigital.freiwilligendienste.drk.de/
https://www.netzwaerts.org/
https://www.agj.de/fileadmin/files/positionen/2018/Non-formales_Lernen_AK_DQR.pdf
https://www.agj.de/fileadmin/files/positionen/2018/Non-formales_Lernen_AK_DQR.pdf
http://www.jugendmigrationsdienste.de/
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include young immigrants in the vocational education and training (VET) system. See 
also Career Guidance and Counselling. 
In Germany, there is a wide range of programmes for young people in the transition from 
school to work. The so-called Youth Employment Agencies (Jugendberufsagenturen) are 
local partnerships that bring together agents of child and youth services and agents of 
employment services to support young people who need advice and help in the transition 
from school to work. See also Administration and Governance. 

Young people’s entrepreneurial skills are developed in the context of formal education 
(educational and entrepreneurial policy) as well as non-formal education by means of a 
variety of public programmes and initiatives, but also by the private sector. See also 
Development of Entrepreneurship Competence. 

3.1 General context 
Labour market situation in the country 
The German labour market 

• German labour law offers strong protection against dismissal. 

• Collective bargaining parties [on the employer side, representatives of the employer or 
an association of employers; on the employee side, the unions] play a c ent ral role in 
deciding wages, working hours and other working conditions. 

• Germany has a well-established dual system of vocational education and training. 
• In the case of unemployment, employees are paid unemployment benefit 

(Arbeitslosengeld) or basic security benefits (Grundsicherung). 

The labour market reforms between 2003 and 2005 have created a more flexible labour 
market. The 2008/2009 economic crisis in Europe did not lead to wide-scale job c uts in 
Germany. Youth unemployment fell between 2005 and 2019 from 12.5 to 4.5%. This is 
partly a result of implementing a dual vocational education and training system (duales 
System) and a wide range of programmes for the transition from school to work. A large 
number of unemployed young people have not completed vocational training, which 
poses a big challenge. In 2017, almost two thirds (62.4%) of unemployed people under 
the age of 25 had not completed vocational training. Among unemployed people over 25, 
it was less than half (48.8%). 
Labour market statistics (July 2020): 

• Employees subject to social security contributions (July 2020): 33, 330, 000 

• Unemployed persons: 2, 910, 008 (rate:6.3 %; -1.2 % down on prior year) 

• Unemployed persons in 15-25 age group: 
o 15 to under 20: 52.756 

o 20 to under 25: 242,745 

Underemployed persons (excluding short-time work) in July 2020: 3,661,000 (rate: 6.9, 
prior year: 1.0 %) 
The Federal Employment Agency (Bundesagentur für Arbeit, BA) provides statistics 

• on the labour and vocational training market for under-25s in Germany (August 
2019), 

• on the participation of under 25’s in labour market policy schemes. 

Trends in temporary employment on the German labour market: 
• The share of temporary workers in the total workforce has declined to 2.3% in 2020. 

https://national-policies.eacea.ec.europa.eu/youthwiki/chapters/germany/34-career-guidance-and-counselling
https://www.arbeitsagentur.de/institutionen/jugendberufsagenturen
https://national-policies.eacea.ec.europa.eu/youthwiki/chapters/germany/32-administration-and-governance
https://national-policies.eacea.ec.europa.eu/youthwiki/chapters/germany/38-development-of-entrepreneurship-competence
http://ftp.iza.org/dp3194.pdf
https://www.boeckler.de/22457_22463.htm
https://statistik.arbeitsagentur.de/Navigation/Statistik/Statistik-nach-Themen/Arbeitsmarkt-im-Ueberblick/Arbeitsmarkt-im-Ueberblick-Nav.html
https://statistik.arbeitsagentur.de/Statistikdaten/Detail/Aktuell/iiia4/alo-insgesamt/alo-insgesamt-d-0-pdf.pdf
https://statistik.arbeitsagentur.de/nn_11914/SiteGlobals/Forms/Rubrikensuche/Rubrikensuche_Form.html?view=processForm&resourceId=210368&input_=&pageLocale=de&topicId=927762&year_month=201908&year_month.GROUP=1&search=Suchen
https://statistik.arbeitsagentur.de/Statistikdaten/Detail/Aktuell/iiia5/u25-amp-u25-endg/amp-u25-endg-r-0-zip.zip
http://statistik.arbeitsagentur.de/Statischer-Content/Arbeitsmarktberichte/Branchen-Berufe/generische-Publikationen/Arbeitsmarkt-Deutschland-Zeitarbeit-Aktuelle-Entwicklung.pdf
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• The majority of temporary workers are men (71%) and 49% are under 35. The share 
of foreign temporary workers is higher. 

• The temporary employment industry is in extreme flux. The risk of dismissal has 
increased. 

• Temporary work is one way for (young) individuals to access the labour market. 
36.9% are offered permanent employment. 

• 72% of unemployed individuals who became temporary workers after unemployment  
remain in jobs subject to social security contributions six and twelve months later. 

• Demand for workers in the temporary labour market remains high. 

Challenges in the area of vocational training: 
• Abitur university entrance qualifications and university degrees are c ompeting with 

vocational training. 
• The number of apprentices is declining due to demographic change. 

• The number of new apprentices with a university entrance qualification has risen. 

• Demand for apprenticeships is on the rise. 
• Improved coordination between supply of and demand for apprenticeship places. 

• Finding people to fill open training places (number of unfilled places is rising), also in 
(very) small firms. 

• Treatment of young adults who have not successfully completed vocational training. 

• Handling of regional and industry-specific differences on the market for training 
places. 

• Digitalisation. 
• Integration of young refugees into vocational training and employment. 

National reports 

In Germany, programmes and initiatives relating to vocational training and the labour 
market are monitored and evaluated systematically. The results of this monitoring 
exercise are published, inter alia, in the vocational education and training report 
(Berufsbildungsbericht), in the data report (Datenreport) as a supplement to the 
vocational education and training report and in the education report (Bildungsbericht). 

• Vocational education and training report (Berufsbildungsbericht) 

The Federal Ministry of Education and Research (Bundesministerium für Bildung und 
Forschung, BMBF) submits an annual vocational education and training report 
(Berufsbildungsbericht); the most recent report is from 2020. It describes the situation 
on the vocational training market in 2019 and the priorities, activities and programmes of 
the Federal Government in the field of vocational education and training. 
• Data report (Datenreport) 

The vocational education and training report is supplemented by the annual data report  
(Datenreport) of the Federal Institute for Vocational Education and Training 
(Bundesinstitut für Berufsbildung, BIBB); the most recent report is from 2020. The data 
report is the main source of information and data for the vocational t raining report . It  
illustrates developments in vocational training. The theme of the report  in 2020 is the 
dual system of vocational education and training (Die Duale Berufsbildung). 

• Education report (Bildungsbericht) 
Since 2006, BMBF has also published its biannual report on education (Bildungsberic ht); 
the most recent report is from 2020. It uses indicators to back up the thorough 
information it provides on the education system in Germany. It ranges from early 

https://www.bmbf.de/pub/Berufsbildungsbericht_2016.pdf
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/glossary-germany
https://www.bmbf.de/
https://www.bmbf.de/
https://www.bmbf.de/de/berufsbildungsbericht-2740.htm
https://www.bmbf.de/de/berufsbildungsbericht-2740.htm
https://www.bmbf.de/upload_filestore/pub/Berufsbildungsbericht_2020.pdf
https://www.bibb.de/datenreport/
https://www.bibb.de/
https://www.bibb.de/
https://www.bibb.de/datenreport/de/datenreport_2020.php
https://www.bildungsbericht.de/de/nationaler-bildungsbericht
https://www.bildungsbericht.de/static_pdfs/bildungsbericht-2020.pdf
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childhood education, general education, vocational training, higher education through to 
continuing vocational training in adulthood. The education report documents the state of 
play of and progress made in the educational system and flags up c urrent  c hallenges. 
The theme of the report in 2020 is education in a digitalised world (Bildung in einer 
digitalisierten Welt). 

The federal government published its last Progress Report on the Skilled Labour Concept 
(Fortschrittsbericht zum Fachkräftekonzept) in 2017. It also reviews developments in the 
labour market situation of young people and young adults using indicators and targets. 
There is currently no across-the-board scarcity of skilled labour. There are bottlenecks in 
certain professions including the technical professions, healthcare and nursing. Further 
information is available in the Federal Employment Agency’s (BA) analysis of skilled 
labour bottlenecks. 

BA publishes annual reports on the effects of employment and training measures. It  also 
provides a continuous analysis of the labour and training places market for under-25s as 
of July 2019 (Analyse des Arbeits- und Ausbildungsstellenmarktes für unter 25- Jährige 
Juli 019). 

Since 2005, the youth chapter of the German trade union confederation (Jugend des 
Deutschen Gewerkschaftsbunds, DGB-Jugend) has published an Ausbildungsreport 
(training report), thus backing the debate surrounding the quality of vocational training. 
The most recent report is from 2019 . 
The Institute for Employment Research (Institut für Arbeitsmarkt- und Berufsforschung, 
IAB) of the Federal Employment Agency monitors the labour market on the basis of legal 
mandates: for the area of unemployment insurance this is in accordance with Book 3 of 
the Social Code (Sozialgesetzbuch Drittes Buch, SGB III), and for the basic security 
benefits system for claimants of working age in accordance with Book 2 of the Social 
Code (Sozialgesetzbuch Zweites Buch, SGB II). IAB regularly publishes short reports and 
analyses. 
The findings of the reports mentioned above support policy consultations, represent input 
for policy development and help to shape the public debate on education and labour 
market policy and the implementation and adaptation of employment support schemes. 

Links to further information 
Information on labour market statistics and research is held on the website of the Federal 
Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs (Bundesministerium für Arbeit und Soziales). 

• The online portal on current socio-political affairs (Sozialpolitik-aktuell) of the 
University of Duisburg-Essen has links to further information about vocational training 
and young people on the labour market. 

• Job trends in Germany 2017 – What job starters need to know (JobTrends 
Deutschland 2017. Was Berufseinsteiger wissen müssen). Information offered by 
Staufenbiel Institute. 

Main concepts 
In Germany, being in employment is seen to be very important. It has various functions: 
It provides a secure livelihood and integrates individuals into society. It helps the ec on-
omy to grow and prosper and supports the social sector. 

Definitions in connection with youth employment 

Vocational training in the dual system (Duale Berufsausbildung) combines theoretical 
training in a vocational school (Berufsschule) with learning in the workplace. 
Minimum wage (Mindestlohn) is the minimum amount to be paid by the employer as 
stipulated in a collective wage agreement (Tarifvertrag). It was int roduced throughout 
Germany in 2015 through the Act Regulating a General Minimum Wage 
(Mindestlohngesetz). 

https://www.bmas.de/DE/Service/Medien/Publikationen/a758-16-fortschrittsbericht-fachkraefte.html
https://www.bmas.de/DE/Service/Medien/Publikationen/a758-16-fortschrittsbericht-fachkraefte.html
https://statistik.arbeitsagentur.de/SiteGlobals/Forms/Suche/Expertensuche_Formular.html?resourceId=9970&input_=6650&pageLocale=de&templateQueryString=Fachkr%C3%A4fteengpassanalyse&submit=Suchen
https://statistik.arbeitsagentur.de/SiteGlobals/Forms/Suche/Expertensuche_Formular.html?resourceId=9970&input_=6650&pageLocale=de&templateQueryString=Fachkr%C3%A4fteengpassanalyse&submit=Suchen
https://www.arbeitsagentur.de/veroeffentlichungen/berichte-und-haushalt
https://www.statistik-arbeitsagentur.de/Statistikdaten/Detail/201907/analyse/analyse-d-arbeits-ausbildungsstellenmarkt-juengere/analyse-d-arbeits-ausbildungsstellenmarkt-juengere-d-0-201907-pdf.pdf
https://www.dgb.de/themen/++co++9c0b4eaa-c996-11e9-b8a9-52540088cada
https://www.dgb.de/themen/++co++9c0b4eaa-c996-11e9-b8a9-52540088cada
http://www.iab.de/
http://www.iab.de/
http://www.bmas.de/DE/Themen/Arbeitsmarkt/Arbeitsmarktstatistiken/arbeitsmarktstatistiken.html
http://www.sozialpolitik-aktuell.de/arbeitsmarkt-berichte.html#berufliche_bildung_und_jugendliche
https://www.staufenbiel.de/magazin/jobsuche/jobtrends-was-berufseinsteiger-wissen-muessen.html
https://www.staufenbiel.de/magazin/jobsuche/jobtrends-was-berufseinsteiger-wissen-muessen.html
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/glossary-germany
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/glossary-germany
http://www.bpb.de/nachschlagen/lexika/lexikon-der-wirtschaft/20048/mindestlohn
http://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/milog/index.html
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Statistics on employees also include young people aged 15 or above. When categorising 
employed persons according to economic sectors, occupational status, c ivil status or 
nationality, the following age groups are used: 15 to 20, 20 to 25 and 25 to 35. 

"Unemployed persons" (Arbeitslose) are individuals who are temporarily out of work, are 
looking for employment subject to social security contributions 
(sozialversicherungspflichtige Beschäftigung) and in this context, are in receipt of 
assistance from the Employment Agency (Agentur für Arbeit) and have registered with 
the Agency as unemployed. 

3.2 Administration and governance 
Governance 
Main actors 

• On a federal (Bund) level 
The Federal Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs (Bundesministerium für Arbeit und 
Soziales, BMAS) is the national body responsible for the labour market and youth 
employment. Its core tasks are to create job security and combat unemployment . This 
includes providing employment support and labour exchange services, paying 
unemployment benefit, awarding basic security benefits for job seekers, implement ing 
pilot programmes, employing qualified professionals from abroad, compiling labour 
market statistics and ensuring an age-appropriate working environment. BMAS is also in 
charge of establishing and managing the EU Youth Guarantee (Jugendgarantie) and 
coordinates partnerships on all levels and in all sectors. It also compiles the progress 
reports. 

The Federal Ministry of Education and Research (Bundesministerium für Bildung und 
Forschung, BMBF) has general powers of coordination for vocational training. The federal 
government is responsible for practical vocational training in companies. 

The Federal Ministry for Economic Affairs and Energy (Bundesministerium für Wirt sc haft 
und Energie, BMWi) supports and funds programmes and initiatives to foster 
entrepreneurial skills in schools and for start-ups. 

The Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth 
(Bundesministerium für Familie, Senioren, Frauen und Jugend, BMFSFJ) is responsible for 
the Child and Youth Services Act (Kinder- und Jugendhilfegesetz), which corresponds to 
Book 8 (Buch VIII) of the Social Code (Sozialgesetzbuch, SGB). It assists disadvantaged 
young people and young migrants by improving their general situation. As a cross-
sectoral task, it liaises with other federal ministries, the federal states (Länder) and loc al 
municipalities as well as with child and youth services (Kinder- und Jugendhilfe) to 
represent the interests of children and young people in various fields of policy, inc luding 
education, health and labour market affairs. 
• On a regional (Länder) level 

At the federal state level, the respective state ministries (Landesministerien) for 
education, labour, social and economic affairs carry responsibility for vocational training, 
employment and entrepreneurship. The federal states take chief responsibilit y for the 
education system (the states set their own educational policies). As a result , the sc hool 
systems across Germany vary from state to state. The federal states (state education 
authorities) are responsible for college-based vocational training and thus also the 
vocational colleges themselves. See also the information on administration and 
governance at central and/or regional level in Germany provided by Eurydice. 

• Conferences of the Ministers 

The Standing Conference of the Ministers of Education and Cultural Affairs (Ständige 
Konferenz der Kultusminister der Länder in der Bundesrepublik Deutschland, KMK) meets 

https://www.destatis.de/DE/Themen/Arbeit/Arbeitsmarkt/Erwerbstaetigkeit/Publikationen/Downloads-Erwerbstaetigkeit/erwerbsbeteiligung-bevoelkung-2010410177004.pdf?__blob=publicationFile&v=4
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/sgb_3/__16.html
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/glossary-germany
https://www.bmas.de/DE/Themen/Arbeitsmarkt/arbeitsmarkt.htmlwww.bmas.de
https://www.bmas.de/DE/Themen/Arbeitsmarkt/arbeitsmarkt.htmlwww.bmas.de
https://www.bmas.de/DE/Service/Mediathek/mediathek.html
https://www.bmbf.de/de/berufliche-bildung-69.html
https://www.bmbf.de/de/berufliche-bildung-69.html
https://www.bmwi.de/Redaktion/DE/Textsammlungen/Mittelstand/staerkung-des-unternehmergeistes.html
https://www.bmwi.de/Redaktion/DE/Textsammlungen/Mittelstand/staerkung-des-unternehmergeistes.html
http://www.bmfsfj.de/
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/glossary-germany
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/glossary-germany
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/eurydice/content/administration-and-governance-central-andor-regional-level-31_en
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/eurydice/content/administration-and-governance-central-andor-regional-level-31_en
http://www.kmk.org/
http://www.kmk.org/
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regularly and helps to promote the common education-related interests of the states. The 
focus is on standardising and ensuring the comparability of certificates and grades, 
maintaining quality standards in schools, vocational training facilit ies and universit ies, 
and fostering cooperation between educational, scientific and cultural institutions. 

The Conference of Ministers for Labour and Social Affairs (Arbeits- und 
Sozialministerkonferenz) advises on employment and social policy issues. It serves to 
promote cooperation between the federal states, to represent their interests vis- à-vis 
each other, and to liaise with the Federal Government. The chair in 2020 is the state 
Mecklenburg-Western Pomerania. 
The Conference of Economics Ministers (Wirtschaftsministerkonferenz) is an important  
instrument for economic policy cooperation between the federal states. The Conference is 
composed of the economics ministers of the respective states, who disc uss economic  
policy issues and adopt decisions that relate to economic matters. Chair in 2019/2020: 
Bremen. 

• Public Bodies 
The Federal Employment Agency (Bundesagentur für Arbeit, BA) is the most  important  
service provider on the labour market. It is responsible for contribution-funded 
unemployment insurance [in accordance with Book 3 of the Soc ial Code (Drit tes Buch 
Sozialgesetzbuch, SGB III)] and tax-funded basic security benefit s for job seekers [in 
accordance with Book 2 Social Code (Zweites Buch Sozialgesetzbuch, SGB II)]. It 
provides labour and training market services for the public, companies and inst itutions. 
Employment agencies (Agenturen für Arbeit) can be found across Germany. These 
agencies are responsible for unemployment insurance. The job centres (Jobcenters) look 
after basic security benefits for job seekers. They are run joint ly by BA and munic ipal 
organisations. They provide labour exchange and advisory services, and support with 
workplace integration, initial vocational training, continuing vocational t raining and re-
entry onto the job market following unemployment. 
The Federal Institute for Vocational Education and Training (Bundesinstitut für Beruflic he 
Bildung, BIBB) is an independent federal institution established under public law. It is 
active in the area of politics, science and the practical aspects of vocational training. It s 
tasks are described in Section 90 of the Vocational Training Act (Berufsbildungsgesetz). 
These include contributing to vocational training research in the form of academic 
research activities. The Office for Transitions to Training and Work (Fachstelle Übergänge 
in Ausbildung und Beruf) is attached to BIBB. 

• Youth welfare agencies 

As part of vocational assistance scheme for young people (Jugendberufshilfe), youth 
welfare organisations support socially and personally disadvantaged young people 
throughout the transition from school to vocational training and then to gainful 
employment. Jugendberufshilfe incorporates many state-backed services and 
programmes for work and social integration. Key contacts: 
• Federal Working party for Catholic Youth Social Work (Bundesarbeitsgemeinschaft 

Katholische Jugendsozialarbeit e.V., BAG KJS). Tasks include establishing diverse and 
fair educational opportunities with youth social work, as well as the integrating young 
people into work. 

• Federal working party for evangelical youth social work (Bundesarbeit sgemeinschaft 
Evangelische Jugendsozialarbeit e.V., BAG EJSA). Helps young people to prepare for 
vocational training and work. 

• International Bureau (Internationaler Bund, IB). Offers a range of services to support 
young people throughout college-based and in-company vocational training. 

• Workers' Welfare Association (Arbeiterwohlfahrt, AWO). Supports young people via 
Jugendberufshilfe institutions on their journey into employment. 

https://asmkintern.rlp.de/de/startseite/
https://asmkintern.rlp.de/de/startseite/
http://www.wirtschaftsministerkonferenz.de/
https://www.arbeitsagentur.de/
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/glossary-germany
http://www.bmas.de/SharedDocs/Downloads/DE/PDF-Publikationen/a761-implementierungsplan-jugendgarantie-en.pdf;jsessionid=AA26D0821BD1156CD2FE81D7D4B69A7F?__blob=publicationFile&v=2
http://www.bibb.de/
http://www.bibb.de/
https://www.bibb.de/dokumente/pdf/bmbf_berufsbildungsreformgesetz_en.pdf
https://www.ueberaus.de/
https://www.ueberaus.de/
https://www.bagkjs.de/themen-und-aufgabenfelder/fachreferenten-und-fachreferentinnen/
https://www.bagkjs.de/themen-und-aufgabenfelder/fachreferenten-und-fachreferentinnen/
https://jugendsozialarbeit.de/juegendsozialarbeit/handlungsfelder
https://jugendsozialarbeit.de/juegendsozialarbeit/handlungsfelder
https://www.internationaler-bund.de/unsere-services/bildung-und-beruf/
https://www.awo.org/einrichtungsdatenbank?q=Jugendberufshilfe
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The above mentioned and further agencies have joined together to create a Federal 
association for socio-educational youth work (Kooperationsverbund Jugendsozialarbeit). 

General distribution of responsibilities 
The Basic Law for the Federal Republic of Germany (Grundgesetz) sets out how 
authorisations and responsibilities are divided between the federal government (Bund) 
and the states (Länder). The Länder have legislative powers in this context [e. g. 
education, employment and labour (market), economy) provided the federal government  
does not make use of its own legislative authority by force of law. 

For information on administration and governance at central and/or regional level in 
Germany see also Eurydice and the website of the Federal Ministry for Education and 
Research. 

Links to further information 
• On a federal (Bund) level 

The Federal Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs (Bundesministerium für Arbeit und 
Soziales, BMAS) is the national body responsible for the labour market and youth 
employment. Its core tasks are to create job security and combat unemployment . This 
includes providing employment support and labour exchange services, paying 
unemployment benefit, awarding basic security benefits for job seekers, implement ing 
pilot programmes, employing qualified professionals from abroad, compiling labour 
market statistics and ensuring an age-appropriate working environment. BMAS is also in 
charge of establishing and managing the EU youth guarantee and coordinates 
partnerships on all levels and in all sectors. It also compiles the progress reports. 
The Federal Ministry of Education and Research (Bundesministerium für Bildung und 
Forschung, BMBF) has general powers of coordination for vocational training. The federal 
government is responsible for practical vocational training in companies. 
The Federal Ministry for Economic Affairs and Energy (Bundesministerium für Wirt sc haft 
und Energie, BMWi) supports and funds programmes and initiatives to foster 
entrepreneurial skills in schools and for start-ups. 

The Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth 
(Bundesministerium für Familie, Senioren, Frauen und Jugend, BMFSFJ) is responsible for 
the Child and Youth Services Act (Kinder- und Jugendhilfegesetz), which corresponds to 
Book VIII (Buch VIII) of the Social Code (Sozialgesetzbuch, SGB). It assists 
disadvantaged young people and young migrants by improving their general situation. As 
a cross-sectoral task, it liaises with other federal ministries, the federal states (Länder) 
and local municipalities as well as with child and youth services (Kinder- und Jugendhilfe) 
to represent the interests of children and young people in various fields of policy, 
including education, health and labour market affairs. 

• On a regional (Länder) level 
At the federal state level, the respective state ministries (Landesministerien) for 
education, labour, social and economic affairs carry responsibility for vocational training, 
employment and entrepreneurship. The federal states take chief responsibilit y for the 
education system (the states set their own educational policies). As a result , the sc hool 
systems across Germany vary from state to state. The federal states (state education 
authorities) are responsible for college-based vocational training and thus also the 
vocational colleges themselves. See also the information on administration and 
governance at central and/or regional level in Germany provided by Eurydice. 
• Conferences of the Ministers 

The Standing Conference of the Ministers of Education and Cultural Affairs (Ständige 
Konferenz der Kultusminister der Länder in der Bundesrepublik Deutschland, KMK) meets 
regularly and helps to promote the common education-related interests of the states. The 
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focus is on standardising and ensuring the comparability of certificates and grades, 
maintaining quality standards in schools, vocational training facilit ies and universit ies, 
and fostering cooperation between educational, scientific and cultural institutions. 

The Conference of Ministers for Labour and Social Affairs (Arbeits- und 
Sozialministerkonferenz) advises on employment and social policy issues. It serves to 
promote cooperation between the federal states, to represent their interests vis- à-vis 
each other, and to liaise with the Federal Government. Chair in 2019: Mecklenburg-
Western Pomerania. 

The Conference of Economics Ministers (Wirtschaftsministerkonferenz) is an important  
instrument for economic policy cooperation between the federal states. The Conference is 
composed of the economics ministers of the respective states, who disc uss economic  
policy issues and adopt decisions that relate to economic matters. Chair in 2019/2020: 
Bremen. 

• Public Bodies 
The Federal Employment Agency (Bundesagentur für Arbeit, BA) is the most  important  
service provider on the labour market. It is responsible for contribution-funded 
unemployment insurance [in accordance with Book III Social Code (Drittes Buch 
Sozialgesetzbuch, SGB III)] and tax-funded basic security benefit s for job seekers [in 
accordance with Book II Social Code (Zweites Buch Sozialgesetzbuch, SGB II)]. It 
provides labour and training market services for the public, companies and inst itutions. 
Employment agencies (Agenturen für Arbeit) can be found across Germany. These 
agencies are responsible for unemployment insurance. The job centres (Jobcenters) look 
after basic security benefits for job seekers. They are run joint ly by BA and munic ipal 
organisations. They provide labour exchange and advisory services, and support with 
workplace integration, initial vocational training, continuing vocational t raining and re-
entry onto the job market following unemployment. 

The Federal Institute for Vocational Education and Training (Bundesinstitut für Beruflic he 
Bildung, BIBB) is an independent federal institution established under public law. It is 
active in the area of politics, science and the practical aspects of vocational training. It s 
tasks are described in Section 90 of the Vocational Training Act (Berufsbildungsgesetz). 
These include contributing to vocational training research in the form of academic 
research activities. The Office for Transitions to Training and Work (Fachstelle Übergänge 
in Ausbildung und Beruf) is attached to BIBB. 

• Youth welfare agencies 

As part of vocational assistance for young people (Jugendberufshilfe), youth welfare 
organisations support socially and personally disadvantaged young people throughout the 
transition from school to vocational training and then to gainful employment. 
Jugendberufshilfe offers many state-backed services and programmes for work and social 
integration. Key contacts: 

• Federal Working Committee for Catholic Youth Social Work 
(Bundesarbeitsgemeinschaft Katholische Jugendsozialarbeit e.V., BAG KJS). Tasks 
include establishing diverse and fair educational opportunities with youth social work, 
as well as the integrating young people into work. 

• Federal working committee for evangelical youth social work 
(Bundesarbeitsgemeinschaft Evangelische Jugendsozialarbeit e.V., BAG EJSA). Helps 
young people to prepare for vocational training and work. 

• International association IB (IB Internationaler Bund). Offers a range of servic es to 
support young people throughout college-based and in-company vocational training. 

• Workers' Welfare Association (Arbeiterwohlfahrt, AWO). Supports young people via 
Jugendberufshilfe institutions on their journey into employment. 

https://asmkintern.rlp.de/de/startseite/
https://asmkintern.rlp.de/de/startseite/
http://www.wirtschaftsministerkonferenz.de/
https://www.arbeitsagentur.de/
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/glossary-germany
http://www.bmas.de/SharedDocs/Downloads/DE/PDF-Publikationen/a761-implementierungsplan-jugendgarantie-en.pdf;jsessionid=AA26D0821BD1156CD2FE81D7D4B69A7F?__blob=publicationFile&v=2
http://www.bibb.de/
http://www.bibb.de/
https://www.bibb.de/dokumente/pdf/bmbf_berufsbildungsreformgesetz_en.pdf
https://www.ueberaus.de/
https://www.ueberaus.de/
https://www.bagkjs.de/themen-und-aufgabenfelder/fachreferenten-und-fachreferentinnen/
https://www.bagejsa.de/handlungsfelder/jugendberufshilfe/
https://www.internationaler-bund.de/unsere-services/bildung-und-beruf/
https://www.awo.org/einrichtungsdatenbank?q=Jugendberufshilfe


Youth policies Germany – 2020  Youth Wiki 

76 

The above mentioned and further agencies have joined together to c reate the Federal 
cooperation association for socio-educational youth work (Kooperationsverbund 
Jugendsozialarbeit). 

General distribution of responsibilities 
The Basic Law (Grundgesetz) for the Federal Republic of Germany sets out how 
authorisations and responsibilities are divided between the federal government (Bund) 
and the states (Länder). The Länder have legislative powers in this context (e. g. 
education, employment and labour (market), economy) provided the federal government  
does not make use of its own legislative authority by force of law. 

For information on administration and governance at central and/or regional level in 
Germany see also Eurydice and the website of the Federal Ministry for Education and 
Research. 

Links to further information 

• Country Report "Vocational Education and Training in Europe." Germany 2018. 

• Overview of additional agencies that support the transition to vocational education and 
work (national working groups, trade unions, associations). 

Cross-sectoral cooperation 
The Joint Rules of Procedure of the Federal Ministries (Gemeinsame Geschäftsordnung 
der Bundesministerien, GGO) set out the principles of organisation of the federal 
ministries and inter-ministerial cooperation. The federal states support and enhance the 
government's labour market policy. The federal government and the federal states work 
together in joint federal government/states government working groups (Bund-Länder-
Arbeitsgruppen). The groups discuss relevant issues, including labour-market related 
issues, and develop proposals for improvement and recommendations. 

In each federal state, a cooperation committee (Kooperationsausschuss) has been 
established in accordance with section 18b of Book 2 of the Social Code (Zweites Buch 
Sozialgesetzbuch, SGB II). It is composed of the relevant regional government authority 
and the Federal Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs (Bundesministerium für Arbeit  und 
Soziales). It coordinates the implementation of basic security benefits for job seekers in 
the federal states. 
The Young People and Career Alliance (Arbeitsbündnis Jugend und Beruf) offers a helping 
hand in the cooperation between local bodies – those responsible for promoting 
employment and ensuring basic security benefits for job seekers, as well as local and 
school authorities – on the transition from school to work. The aim of the alliance is also 
to improve cooperation with other local partners, such as schools, businesses, 
professional bodies, trade unions and employers' associations. 

Until 2018, the Alliance for Initial and Further Training (Allianz für Aus- und 
Weiterbildung) was a commitment by the government, the Federal Employment Agency, 
the federal states, industry and the trade unions to a high-quality dual system of 
vocational education and training aiming to integrate top-performing young individuals, 
disadvantaged young people, young people from a migrant background and young 
people with disabilities into the practical element of vocational training equally. The 
current coalition agreement (Koalitionsvertrag) for the 19th parliamentary term (2017-
2021) foresees the continuation of the Alliance. On 26 August 2019, representatives of 
the federal government (Bundesregierung), the Federal Employment Agency 
(Bundesagentur für Arbeit, BA), the business associations BDA, BFB, DIHK and ZDH, and 
of unions and federal states signed a new agreement to this effect (2019-2021). 
Information about the alliances of the federal states (Länderbündnisse) for initial and 
further training can also be found on the website of the Alliance. 

State and non-state agencies work together to assist people transitioning between school 
and work. These agencies include welfare benefit providers such as employment agencies 
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(Agenturen für Arbeit), job centres and youth welfare offices (Jugendämter), as well as 
schools, employers' associations and trade unions. For the transition from school to work, 
the Federal Employment Agency (Bundesagentur für Arbeit) works with the Standing 
Conference of the Ministers of Education and Cultural Affairs (Kultusministerkonferenz 
der Länder, KMK) under a framework agreement on cooperation between schools and 
career counselling. Schools and businesses can work together via the 
SCHULEWIRTSCHAFT network. Local employment agencies and job centres plan training 
schemes together with employers, professional bodies and associations to ensure they 
meet local needs. 

Youth employment agencies 
Youth employment agencies (Jugendberufsagenturen) bring together agents of child and 
youth services and agents of employment services. Implementing the Youth Guarantee 
(Jugendgarantie) involves trying to improve cooperation between the various 
organisations responsible for providing services under the different Books of the Soc ial 
Codes (Sozialgesetzbücher), II Basic security benefits (Grundsicherung), III Employment  
promotion (Arbeitsförderung) and VIII Child and youth services (Kinder- und 
Jugendhilfe). In January 2017, Germany had 289 alliances of this kind. The concept 
created by the Youth Employment Agency of Hamburg sets a popular example. 

Further reading on youth employment agencies: Report by the Institute for Employment  
Research (Institut für Arbeitsmarkt- und Berufsforschung) on youth employment 
agencies and placing young adults in vocational training and work 
(Jugendberufsagenturen und die Vermittlung von jungen Erwachsenen in Ausbildung und 
Arbeit). 

3.3 Skills forecasting 
Forecasting system(s) 
Statements on the supply of jobs and future demand for labour are issued based on 
forecasts. When issuing their projections, model calculations and forecasts, the various 
research institutes use a variety of data collection methods. The results of their studies 
are published, inter alia, in the shape of reports, expertises or studies, such as in the 
vocational education and training report (Berufsbildungsbericht) of the Federal Ministry of 
Education and Research (Bundesministerium für Bildung und Forschung, BMBF), which is 
published annually. 

The Federal Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs (Bundesministerium für Arbeit und 
Soziales, BMAS) is in charge of the labour market issues, issues of securing the supply of 
skilled labour and labour market forecasts. It complements the Federal German 
Government’s skilled labour scheme (Fachkräftekonzept) with a labour monitoring 
programme (Arbeitskräftemonitoring) which involves analysing bottlenecks on the labour 
market by drawing up and publishing labour reports and producing labour market 
forecasts through to 2030. 

The Federal Employment Agency (Bundesagentur für Arbeit, BA) surveys the skilled 
labour situation in Germany every six months. The Agency publishes a labour market 
monitor (Arbeitsmarktmonitor) that analyses regional labour market structures. This 
helps to recognise the opportunities and risks of the labour market. Arbeitsmarktmonitor 
contains data on occupations, industries, the labour market and on demographic changes 
broken down by region. Indicators of a possible shortage of skilled labour include the rate 
of unemployment among individuals with maths, computer science, science and 
technology qualifications; those in the healthcare and nursing fields; the number of 
vacancies in these occupational fields; and the average time it takes to fill a vacancy with 
a suitably qualified skilled worker. 

BA also produces a six-monthly skilled labour shortage analysis. This analysis is the main 
source of input for the overview of professions in which it is generally possible to employ 
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non-German-born skilled workers (known as a whitelist, or “Positivliste”) in ac cordance 
with Section 6 of the Employment Regulation (Beschäftigungsverordnung). The Agency 
also compiles monthly statistics on the number of available training places as well as the 
number of unfilled training places and the number of training contracts concluded. 

The German Federal Institute of Vocational Education and Training (Bundesinst itut für 
Berufsbildung, BIBB) has numerical modelling for its QuBe project Future occupations 
and qualifications (Qualifikation und Beruf in der Zukunft) since 2007 (most  rec ently in 
2018) to recognise developments that could present training and occupation-related 
challenges in the future. It analyses current levels, transitions, trends and behaviour 
patterns in the education system and on the labour market and creates supply and 
demand projections on the basis of jointly defined occupational fields and data 
generation. Since 2011, companies in Germany have been surveyed annually for the 
BIBB Training Panel (BIBB-Qualifizierungspanel). The aim is to get information about 
structures, developments and the relationships between initial voc ational t raining and 
continuing vocational training in companies and to identify trends in labour demand in 
business. 

The Institute for Employment Research (Institut für Arbeitsmarkt- und Berufsforschung, 
IAB) as a special office and research institute of BA performs labour market research that 
creates the basis for empirically founded labour market policies. The IAB publishes a 
labour market barometer (Arbeitsmarktbarometer), a set of early indicators that is based 
on a monthly survey by BA of all local employment agencies. The information they 
provide on unemployment and employment development is collated and c ondensed to 
produce the labour market barometer. It provides an outlook on the overall development  
of the labour market in Germany and uses a scale of 90 (very poor) to 110 (very good). 
The score in July 2020 stood at 98. 

For information on cross-sectoral cooperation, see the section “Administration and 
governance” in the Youth Wiki chapter on Employment and Entrepreneurship. 

Skills development 
The findings of the forecasts allow programmes and schemes for further t raining to be 
developed for young people and for existing programmes and schemes to be improved. 
Formal education 

In connection with the expected demand for skilled labour in the field of science and 
technology, in 2009 the Standing Conference of the Ministers of Education and Cultural 
Affairs (Kultusministerkonferenz) issued its recommendations on enhancing science and 
maths education (Empfehlungen zur Stärkung der mathematisch-naturwissenschaftlichen 
Bildung) in 2009. One of the recommendations is to encourage children and young 
people to develop an interest in science and mathematics from an early age, to establish 
greater practical relevance, and to attract teachers to STEM subjects. Since then, 
curricula in the different German states have been updated and included more STEM 
subjects and topics. In addition to schemes at all formal education levels, many non-
formal measures were and are being implemented to promote science and maths 
education. Schemes in the federal states Länder to promote STEM subjects. 

The quality-centred school development scheme (Qualitätszentrierte Schulentwicklung, 
QZS) assists schools with quality assurance and quality development measures. A special 
guideline helps schools to develop effectively and permanently. In addit ion to prac t ical 
instructions, the guideline contains a lot of work and information resources for areas that 
include developing a quality mission, using existing and developing internal evaluation 
tools, and documenting processes. 
For school dropouts, special programmes such as introductory training 
(Einstiegsqualifizierung) or training-related assistance (Ausbildungsbegleitende Hilfen) 
are an opportunity to gain a qualification. Many firms run their own programmes to 
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prepare apprentices for formal training. In the craft trades, effort s are c urrent ly being 
made to encourage young refugees to begin an apprenticeship. 
Quality assurance in in-company vocational training is safeguarded by existing laws and 
regulations, such as the Vocational Training Act (Berufsbildungsgesetz), as well as 
recommendations by the Executive Board (Hauptausschuss) of the Federal Inst itute for 
Vocational Education and Training (Bundesinstitut für Berufsbildung). The Vocational 
Training Act sets minimum training standards that under certain circumstances are also 
applicable to apprentices. 

Non-formal learning 

The youth work field offers activities of a general, political, social, health-related, 
cultural, nature-related and technical nature, sports, employment-, school- and family 
related activities, and international youth work. Through this, it helps young people to 
develop entrepreneurial and labour market-related skills and abilities. Section 11 of 
Book 8 of the Social Code (Sozialgesetzbuch, SGB VIII) is the statutory basis for these 
activities. Section 11 requires that young people be given access to youth work activities 
that encourage their development. 

On the role of youth work in entrepreneurial learning in Germany see also Taking the 
future into their own hands. Youth work and entrepreneurial learning: final report. 

Awareness raising initiatives/campaigns 
Since qualified skilled labour is scarce and many small and medium-sized businesses are 
finding it difficult to fill vacant apprenticeship positions, the Federal Ministry of Education 
and Research (Bundesministerium für Bildung und Forschung, BMBF) has put support for 
Germany’s dual vocational training system (duale Berufsausbildung) high up on the 
political agenda. BMBF launched the information campaign You + Your Vocational 
Training = Practically unbeatable! (Du + Deine Ausbildung = Praktisch unschlagbar!) to 
attract young people to vocational training and to actively promote the dual system of 
vocational training and education. 
The National Agency Education for Europe (Nationale Agentur Bildung für Europa) at  the 
Federal Institute for Vocational Education and Training (Bundesinstitut für Berufsbildung, 
BIBB) has launched a social media campaign known as #meinauslandspraktikum. It is 
designed to inform apprentices, school-leavers and young skilled workers about 
opportunities to go abroad where they can acquire professional competences and 
improve their foreign language skills. 

For more information on promoting traineeships and apprenticeships, see the Youth Wiki 
chapter on Employment & Entrepreneurship, specifically the section “T raineeships and 
apprenticeships” 

3.4 Career guidance and counselling 
Career guidance and counselling services 
Germany has a broad variety of labour market policy instruments that c an be used to 
establish the key recommendations of the EU Youth Guarantee. The rec ommendat ions 
suggested have largely been taken up and implemented. See also the assessment of the 
Youth Guarantee implementation in Germany (October 2020). 
Main providers and partnerships 

Programmes and schemes for career guidance and counselling are legal services 
anchored in Book 3 of the Social Code (Sozialgesetzbuch, SGB III). They already take 
place during schooling and continue when young people leave school. Employment 
agencies (Agenturen für Arbeit) exist across the country and provide career guidance and 
counselling. They offer advice as a group service for entire school classes or on a one-on-
one basis. 
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https://national-policies.eacea.ec.europa.eu/youthwiki/chapters/germany/35-traineeships-and-apprenticeships
https://national-policies.eacea.ec.europa.eu/youthwiki/chapters/germany/35-traineeships-and-apprenticeships
https://www.bmas.de/SharedDocs/Downloads/DE/Publikationen/a761-implementierungsplan-jugendgarantie-en.pdf?__blob=publicationFile&v=1
http://www.bmas.de/SharedDocs/Downloads/DE/PDF-Publikationen/a761-implementierungsplan-jugendgarantie-en.pdf;jsessionid=AA26D0821BD1156CD2FE81D7D4B69A7F?__blob=publicationFile&v=2
http://www.bmas.de/SharedDocs/Downloads/DE/PDF-Publikationen/a761-implementierungsplan-jugendgarantie-en.pdf;jsessionid=AA26D0821BD1156CD2FE81D7D4B69A7F?__blob=publicationFile&v=2
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/sgb_3/
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Employment agencies work together with professional bodies and businesses to give 
young people an insight into working life, for example by offering work plac ements for 
students in years 9 and 10. 

The federal states (Länder) ensure that programmes and schemes offering career 
guidance and help with the transition from school to work are properly coordinated in 
their region. The federal government and the Federal Employment Agency 
(Bundesagentur für Arbeit, BA) support the Länder and local authorities in improving and 
extending partnerships between schools, employment agencies, job c entres and youth 
welfare organisations. 
Young people can also visit the job information centres (Berufsinformationszentren) run 
by the employment agencies. Some centres also offer an online chat service. They offer 
personal counselling for the under-25s. The agencies also organise events (talks, fairs, 
information events), where young people can learn about career opportunities. 

Online counselling services 
BA and the Federal Ministry of Education and Research (Bundesministerium für Bildung 
und Forschung, BMBF) provide online career counselling services: 

• planet-beruf.de – A BA website on topics relating to career choice, applic ations and 
training. For lower secondary school pupils aged 13 to 17 years. 

• abi.de – A BA website on university studies, vocational training and careers after 
gaining an Abitur university entrance qualification. 

• berufe.tv – A video portal provided by BA with over 300 short films on apprenticed 
professions and study careers. 

• berufsfeld-info.de – A BA service offering information on all sorts of careers. 

• Dropped out - what now? (Studienabbruch – und dann?) – A portal by the Federal 
Ministry of Education and Research with information for students who are questioning 
their choices on training options both within and outside of universities as well as 
information and support services for students who want to change their course of 
study, drop out of university and enter vocational training. 

Federal government initiatives and campaigns 

The Educational Chains Initiative (Initiative Bildungsketten) is a joint project by the 
Federal Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs (Bundesministerium für Arbeit und Soziales, 
BMAS) and the Federal Ministry of Education and Research (Bundesministerium für 
Bildung und Forschung, BMBF). Young people are supported on their journey to 
employment. The aim is to guide every young individual who is ready and old enough to 
start an apprenticeship (ideally) through to the successful completion of their t raining. 
Various promotional tools are available across Germany: analysis of potential, career 
guidance, mentoring the transition into work, voluntary coaching (the VerA init iat ive to 
reduce the apprenticeship drop-out risk) and schemes for the transition from school to 
work. Agreements have already been signed with the federal states, including Hamburg, 
Hesse, Rhineland-Palatinate and North Rhine-Westphalia. (See also the section 
“Integration of young people into the labour market”, specifically “Youth employment 
measures”). 

• The Vocational Orientation Programme (Berufsorientierungsprogramm) is part of 
Bildungsketten initiative (since 2008). This programme is mainly for pupils in years 7 
and 8. They can test their strengths using potential analysis tool then try out different 
occupational fields. Between 2008 and summer 2020, the programme will have 
reached 1.5 million school pupils. Funding committed through to May 2020: 600 
million euros. 

Girls' Day and the Boys' Day (funded by BMFSFJ) are nationwide career guidance days 
offering career guidance and help with future plans for girls and boys in year 5 and 
above. Between 2001 and 2019, 1,978,901 places were made available for girls in a total 

https://www.bmas.de/SharedDocs/Downloads/DE/Publikationen/a761-implementierungsplan-jugendgarantie-en.pdf?__blob=publicationFile&v=1
https://www.bmas.de/SharedDocs/Downloads/DE/Publikationen/a761-implementierungsplan-jugendgarantie-en.pdf?__blob=publicationFile&v=1
http://www.arbeitsagentur.de/
https://www.arbeitsagentur.de/bildung/berufsinformationszentrum-biz
http://www.bmbf.de/
http://www.bmbf.de/
http://planet-beruf.de/
http://www.abi.de/
http://www.berufe.tv/
https://berufsfeld-info.de/
https://www.studienabbruch-und-dann.de/
http://www.bildungsketten.de/index.php
http://www.bmas.de/
http://www.bmbf.de/
http://www.bmbf.de/
https://national-policies.eacea.ec.europa.eu/youthwiki/chapters/germany/36-integration-of-young-people-in-the-labour-market
https://www.bmbf.de/upload_filestore/pub/Berufsbildungsbericht_2019.pdf
https://www.bmbf.de/upload_filestore/pub/Berufsbildungsbericht_2019.pdf
http://www.girls-day.de/
http://www.boys-day.de/
https://www.girls-day.de/daten-fakten/zahlen-fakten/evaluation-und-statistiken/girls-day-in-zahlen
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of 147,944 organisations and companies. Boys’ Day was only introduced in 2011. 
Between 2011 and 2019, 287,511 boys took part in the campaign in 2,154 organisations 
and companies. 

Career guidance initiatives in the federal states (Länder) 
North Rhine-Westphalia (NRW) runs an initiative called no school-leaving c ert ificate 
without future prospects (Kein Abschluss ohne Anschluss, KAoA) to offer specific help for 
young people transitioning from school to work. As of 2012, school pupils in NRW can 
access career guidance services that include analyses of their potential, introductions to 
occupational fields and work placements. In the 2018/2019 school year, 91% of all 
suitable schools in NRW participated. 

Choosing the right career at an early stage (BRAFO – Berufswahl richtig angehen 
frühzeitig orientieren) is a joint initiative in Saxony-Anhalt of the State of Saxony-
Anhalt and the regional directorate for Saxony-Anhalt/Thuringia of the Federal 
Employment Agency (Regionaldirektion Sachsen-Anhalt/Thüringen der Bundesagentur für 
Arbeit). It promotes early career choices among year 7 and 8 students at secondary 
schools, comprehensives and schools for children with learning difficulties. 

'SCHAU REIN! – Die Woche der offenen Unternehmen' is Saxony’s largest  init iat ive for 
hands-on career orientation. It encourages pupils in year 7 and above to c hoose their 
preferred occupation and is an opportunity for them to meet face to face with apprentices 
and employees. It is supported by the Free State of Saxony, the regional directorate for 
Saxony of the Federal Employment Agency (Regionaldirektion Sachsen der 
Bundesagentur für Arbeit), the Saxon Chamber of Industry and Commerce 
(Landesarbeitsgemeinschaft der Industrie- und Handelskammern im Freistaat Sachsen) 
and the Saxon chambers of crafts and trades (Sächsischer Handwerkstag). 

Future Day (Zukunftstag) for girls and boys in the state of Brandenburg is a one-day 
hands-on opportunity to get advice on a career or university degree. Pupils in years 7 to 
10 spend a day getting to know various occupations. The programme is funded by the 
state of Brandenburg, specifically the Ministry of Labour, Social Affairs, Health, Women 
and Family (Ministerium für Arbeit, Soziales, Gesundheit, Frauen und Familie) and the 
European Social Fund (ESF). 
The career orientation project BOGEN in Mecklenburg-Western Pomerania develops 
and designs models for gender-reflected career and university degree guidance that go 
beyond the Girls’ Day and Boys’ Day events in the state. The programme is funded by 
the state of Mecklenburg-Western Pomerania, specifically the Ministry of Social Affairs, 
Integration and Equality (Ministerium für Soziales, Integration und Gleichstellung) and 
the European Social Fund (ESF). 

Main user of services / target groups 

Career guidance and counselling services are open to all young people. The vocational 
guidance experts at the Federal Employment Agency bureaus advise pupils from all types 
of schools as well as apprentices, students and university graduates. 

Special target groups: NEETs, young migrants, young members of the immigrant 
community, young refugees, young disadvantaged people (without or with a (poor) 
Hauptschulabschluss (lower-level secondary school leaving c ert ificate), young people 
with a disability or special educational needs. 

Funding 
There are several ministries at federal and regional level that provide funding for c areer 
guidance and counselling as described above. Funding from the European Social Fund is 
also deployed. It is not possible to provide a single number here as funding c omes from 
different sources and ministries. 

Actual spending in 2019 on career guidance programmes in accordance with Section 48 
of Book 3 of the Social Code: 59.34 million euros. 

https://www.girls-day.de/daten-fakten/zahlen-fakten/evaluation-und-statistiken/girls-day-in-zahlen
https://www.boys-day.de/daten-fakten/zahlen-und-fakten/evaluation-und-statistiken/boys-day-in-zahlen
https://www.boys-day.de/daten-fakten/zahlen-und-fakten/evaluation-und-statistiken/boys-day-in-zahlen
http://www.keinabschlussohneanschluss.nrw.de/
https://ms.sachsen-anhalt.de/themen/arbeit/berufsorientierung-ausbildung/brafo/
https://ms.sachsen-anhalt.de/themen/arbeit/berufsorientierung-ausbildung/brafo/
https://www.bildungsmarkt-sachsen.de/schau-rein-sachsen.php
http://zukunftstagbrandenburg.de/der-zukunftstag/
https://www.bildungswerk-wirtschaft.de/de/unsere_projekte/bogen_berufsorientierung_genderreflektiert_nachhaltig
https://www.bmbf.de/upload_filestore/pub/Berufsbildungsbericht_2019.pdf
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Further information about funding initiatives at federal (national), Länder (state) and EU 
level for career guidance, career preparation, vocational training, transitions and 
additional training is available in the database of the Office for Transitions to Training and 
Work (Fachstelle Übergänge in Ausbildung und Beruf) and in the following sections of the 
Youth Wiki chapter on Employment & Entrepreneurship: 

• Traineeships and apprenticeships > Funding 

• Integration of young people in the labour market > Funding of existing 
schemes/initiatives  

Quality assurance 
There are no general quality assurance systems in place for career guidance and 
counselling services in Germany. 
Section 29 et seq. and Section 288a et seq. of Book 3 of the Social Code (Employment  
support) (Sozialgesetzbuch – Drittes Buch, SGB III – Arbeitsförderung) contain principles 
applicable to counselling, including career guidance and labour market counselling, which 
must be followed by employment agencies. The Federal Employment Agency sets basic 
mandates and targets in its instructions on quality assurance tools and the enhancement  
of processes in its customer portal. It has also issued a series of guidelines that apply to 
career counselling for young people under the age of 25. 

The BA careers service guides young people throughout the process of choosing a career. 
It helps them to identify their strengths, provides information on careers and on 
apprenticeship opportunities, and assists them in getting access to the career they want. 
The service is low-threshold, neutral, gender-sensitive, appropriate to the target groups 
and their needs, accounts for each case individually, and is results-oriented. The methods 
applied are based on the BA’s counselling concept (Beratungskonzeption). 

Twice a year, the BA centre for customer and employee surveys (Zentrum für Kunden-  
und Mitarbeiterbefragungen der Bundesagentur für Arbeit, ZKM) carries out surveys 
among under-25s who have used the counselling services provided by employment 
agencies. The results are analysed and given to employment agencies to help them 
improve their services. In 2016 for the first and to date only time, schools were 
questioned on the subject of career guidance. The aim is to keep this quality assurance 
process in place. 

BA also supports external quality assurance systems, such as the career c hoice seal of 
approval (Berufswahlsiegel). The scheme helps to ensure that quality in schools is 
improved continually. It is awarded to schools with excellent career and study guidance 
programmes. 

Section 14 of the Framework Act for Higher Education (Hochschulrahmengesetz) requires 
higher education establishments to tell students and prospective students about the 
study courses available and the content, structure and demands of a degree. The Ac t 
also stipulates that higher education establishments must support students throughout 
their entire studies by offering professional advisory services. Universities must 
cooperate with the bodies responsible for career counselling when providing study 
counselling. 

Quality standards exist for carrying out analyses of potential as part  of the vocational 
orientation programme of the Federal Ministry of Education and Research for pupils in 
years 7 and 8. 

From 2009 to 2014, the German National Guidance Forum (Nationales Forum Beratung, 
nfb) and the research group for quality and professionalism in career guidance 
(Forschungsgruppe Beratungsqualität) at the Institute of Educational Science at 
Heidelberg University (Institut für Bildungswissenschaft der Universität Heidelberg, IBW) 
developed a Quality and Professionalism in Career Guidance and Counselling concept 
(Beratungsqualität in Bildung, Beruf und Beschäftigung, BeQu). The concept helps 

https://www.ueberaus.de/wws/9.php#/wws/programme.php?sid=43015263093775708947763386354670
https://www.ueberaus.de/wws/9.php#/wws/programme.php?sid=43015263093775708947763386354670
https://national-policies.eacea.ec.europa.eu/youthwiki/chapters/germany/35-traineeships-and-apprenticeships
https://national-policies.eacea.ec.europa.eu/youthwiki/chapters/germany/36-integration-of-young-people-in-the-labour-market
https://national-policies.eacea.ec.europa.eu/youthwiki/chapters/germany/36-integration-of-young-people-in-the-labour-market
https://www.arbeitsagentur.de/veroeffentlichungen/weisungen
https://con.arbeitsagentur.de/prod/apok/metasuche/suche/information?volltext=weisungen%20berufsberatung%20jugendlicher
https://con.arbeitsagentur.de/prod/apok/metasuche/suche/information?volltext=weisungen%20berufsberatung%20jugendlicher
https://www.ueberaus.de/wws/beko.php
https://www.arbeitsagentur.de/ueber-uns/befragungen
https://www.arbeitsagentur.de/ueber-uns/befragungen
http://www.netzwerk-berufswahlsiegel.de/berufswahlsiegel/
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/hrg/__14.html
https://www.berufsorientierungsprogramm.de/files/qualitaetsstandards_berufsorientierung_BARRIEREFREI.pdf
http://bequ-konzept.beratungsqualitaet.net/
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advisors, counselling services, politics and public administrations to keep improving 
quality and uphold professionalism in their own areas. It contains cross-functional and 
cross-institutional quality standards. No plans are in place at present to apply the 
concept nationwide. At the moment, individual associations, institutions and other 
agencies apply the standards and work in line with the BeQu system. To date there is no 
systematic and continuous feedback from the users of the BeQu concept. No conclusions 
have yet been drawn from the results of the accompanying research project or an online 
survey. 

3.5 Traineeships and apprenticeships 
Official guidelines on traineeships and apprenticeships 
Germany has a broad variety of labour market policy instruments that c an be used to 
implement the key recommendations of the EU Youth Guarantee. 
Regulatory framework 

The Vocational Training Act (Berufsbildungsgesetz) sets out the provisions, targets and 
scope of vocational training in Germany, including the requirement to conclude a training 
contract, the type, structure and aim of the training, and the ent it lement  to a t raining 
allowance. 
Further important laws relating to vocational training: 

• Book 3 of the Social Code (Sozialgesetzbuch (SGB) Drittes Buch (III)) 

• Trade and Crafts Code (Handwerksordnung, HwO) 

• Trainer aptitude regulations (Ausbilder-Eignungsverordnung, AEVO) 
• Young Persons (Protection of Employment) Act (Jugendarbeitsschutzgesetz, JArbSchG) 

• Works Constitution Act (Betriebsverfassungsgesetz, BetrVG) 

• Upgrading Training Assistance Act (Aufstiegsfortbildungsförderungsgesetz, AFBG, 
• Distance Learning Protection Act (Fernunterrichtsschutzgesetz, FernUSG) . 

The education laws in the respective federal states (Länder) also apply apply to the 
school-based part of the vocational training. 

For the dual system of vocational education and training, training regulations 
(Ausbildungsordnungen) are the applicable standard for the practical element of training, 
while for the college-based part of the training the so-called general curriculum 
(Rahmenlehrplan) applies. The regulations combine the job profile, training and 
examination standards. They contain a description of the apprenticed profession, the 
duration of the training, the skills acquired, the training framework and the examinat ion 
requirements. General curricula provide the basis for teaching at vocational colleges. 
These are aligned with the training regulations for in-company vocational training. To see 
some example training regulations and general curricula for apprenticed professions (in 
English), go to the website of GOVET, the German office for international VET 
cooperation. 

Traineeships 
There is no binding legal definition for traineeships (Praktika). Trainees as defined in 
Section 26 of the Vocational Training Act (Berufsbildungsgesetz) are considered 
employees (Arbeitnehmer). Traineeships should give trainees an insight into professional 
practice, familiarise them with processes, and give them the opportunity to gain 
expertise. In most cases, a traineeship contract will set out the goals, the start date and 
length of the traineeship, and rules on working hours, holiday entitlement and 
traineeship allowance. 

http://www.bmas.de/SharedDocs/Downloads/DE/PDF-Publikationen/a761-implementierungsplan-jugendgarantie-en.pdf;jsessionid=AA26D0821BD1156CD2FE81D7D4B69A7F?__blob=publicationFile&v=2
http://www.bibb.de/dokumente/pdf/bmbf_berufsbildungsreformgesetz_en.pdf
http://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/hwo/
http://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/ausbeignv_2009/
http://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/jarbschg/index.html
http://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/betrvg/
http://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/afbg/
http://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/fernusg/
https://www.bibb.de/veroeffentlichungen/de/publication/show/8269
https://www.bibb.de/govet/de/2908.php
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http://www.dgb-jugend.de/neue_downloads/data/broschuere_rechte_und_pflichten_5._auflage.pdf
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Since 2015, young trainees aged 18 or over have been entitled to the minimum wage if  
the traineeship lasts over three months. Section 22 of the Minimum Wage Act 
(Mindestlohngesetz) defines the scope of application, which also includes trainees. 
Trainees who earn minimum wage must pay tax and social insurance contributions. 

Year 9 and 10 students can take part in a work experience placement (Schülerpraktikum) 
which is not remunerated. 

Many university courses require students to complete a traineeship (Pf lic htprakt ikum). 
These must often be completed before the student can start their studies, in whic h c ase 
it is known as a pre-study traineeship (Vorpraktikum). Students may also choose to 
complete a voluntary traineeship (freiwilliges Praktikum). A mandatory traineeship during 
one’s degree is counted as part of the actual degree course. As such, no social insurance 
contributions must be paid. Students on mandatory traineeships are not entitled to 
remuneration. 

Apprenticeships 
Apprentices receive a training allowance (Ausbildungsvergütung) throughout their 
training. The amount varies according to industry. Examples: 

• Pay scale for apprentices in Mecklenburg-Western Pomerania, 

• Pay scale for apprentices in North Rhine-Westphalia, 

• Pay scale for apprentices in selected industries in Saxony-Anhalt. 
During their training, apprentices pay contributions to all branches of social insurance 
(health, pensions, unemployment, long-term care). Accident insurance contributions are 
paid by the employer. This does not apply if the monthly wages are less than 325 euros. 
In this case, the employer pays all social insurance contributions. Whether or not 
apprentices must pay taxes depends on their training allowance and tax bracket 
(Lohnsteuerklasse). 

Through the budget of the Federal Employment Agency (Bundesagentur für Arbeit , BA), 
the Federal Government provides support to apprentices undergoing in-company or 
extra-company but extracurricular vocational training in the form of a vocational training 
grant (Berufsausbildungsbeihilfe). Actual spending in 2019: 272.82 million euros. 

Depending on their financial situation, apprentices completing school-based training c an 
claim financial assistance (Ausbildungsförderung) according to the Federal Training 
Assistance Act (Bundesausbildungsförderungsgesetz, BAföG). 
Further information on the rights and obligations of individuals undergoing vocational 
training is contained in a brochure (Rechte und Pflichten während der Berufsausbildung) 
published by the Federal Ministry of Education and Research (in German). 

Cooperation with social partners 
The National Pact for Training and Skilled Recruits (Nationaler Pakt  für Ausbildung und 
Fachkräftenachwuchs; Ausbildungspakt for short) (2004-2014) continued as the Allianc e 
for Initial and Further Training (Allianz für Aus- und Weiterbildung). Until 2018, the 
Alliance was backed by the federal government, the Federal Employment  Agency, the 
federal states, industry and trade unions in a move to build a high-quality dual system of 
vocational education and training aiming to integrate all individuals, from top-performing 
young individuals and disadvantaged young people to young people from the immigrant  
community and young people with disabilities into the practical element of vocational 
training. The new agreement for 2019-2021 was signed on 26 August 2019, amongst 
other things to roll out assisted apprenticeships (assistierte Ausbildung) nat ionwide and 
strengthen apprentice support schemes. 

  

https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/englisch_milog/index.html
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http://planet-beruf.de/schuelerinnen/ausbildung-so-laeufts/recht-finanzen/weitere-beitraege-recht-und-finanzen/steuern-abgaben-fuer-azubis/
http://planet-beruf.de/schuelerinnen/ausbildung-so-laeufts/recht-finanzen/weitere-beitraege-recht-und-finanzen/steuern-abgaben-fuer-azubis/
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Specific target groups 
NEETs, young migrants/young members of the immigrant community, young refugees, 
young disadvantaged people (without or with a (poor) Hauptschulabschluss (lower-level 
secondary school leaving certificate), and young people with a disability or special 
educational needs. 

Link with the EU Youth Guarantee 
In the course of the implementation of the Youth Guarantee (Jugendgarantie), sc hemes 
including assisted apprenticeships (assistierte Ausbildung) (2015) and t raining- related 
assistance (ausbildungsbegleitende Hilfen) (2015) were introduced while others, such as 
cooperation between the youth employment agencies (Jugendberufsagenturen), were 
strengthened. The recommendations of the EU Youth Guarantee have largely been taken 
up and implemented in Germany. Placement services provided under the law 
(Vermittlungsdienste) have been amended several times. See also the detailed 
assessment of Youth Guarantee implementation in Germany (January 2020). 

Promoting traineeships and apprenticeships 
Young people can find information about career opportunities available to them using the 
career counselling services (Berufsberatung) provided by thee employment agencies 
(Agenturen für Arbeit). In addition, they can attend talks, fairs and information events on 
vocational training, make first contact with companies providing apprenticeships, for 
example via the planet-beruf.de website run by the Federal Employment Agency 
(Bundesagentur für Arbeit). 

See also the Youth Wiki chapter on Employment & Entrepreneurship, Career guidance 
and counselling services section, for more information on online career counselling. 

Several measures, campaigns and initiatives at federal (Bund) and regional (Länder) 
level exist to promote traineeships and apprenticeships. 

Federal level (Bund) 
The federal government's campaign for skilled workers (Fachkräfteoffensive der 
Bundesregierung) aims to attract and train young university graduates by providing 
student trainee contracts, grants and trainee programmes. The Allianc e for Init ial and 
Further Training (Allianz für Aus- und Weiterbildung) is committed to creating more - in-
company training opportunities and offering suitable schemes that help small and mic ro-
businesses in particular to provide vocational training. 
Selection of federal programmes: 

• Future Starters (Zukunftsstarter) programme as the next phase of the Training is 
Worth It – Late Starters Wanted campaign (Ausbildung wird was – Spätstarter 
gesucht). Joint initiative of the Federal Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs 
(Bundesministerium für Arbeit und Soziales, BMAS), the Federal Employment  Agency 
(Bundesagentur für Arbeit, BA) and the BA Executive Board (Verwaltungsrat) with the 
aim of getting 120,000 young people into initial and continuing vocational training by 
the end of 2020 to gain a professional qualification. 

• JOBSTARTER plus support programme of the Federal Ministry of Education and 
Research (Bundesministerium für Bildung und Forschung, BMBF). The initiative 
strengthens the dual system of vocational education and training in Germany. It funds 
projects focusing on the transition from school to vocational training. Funding for 
2014-2022: 109 million euros. 

• The VerA initiative (reducing the apprenticeship drop-out risk / Verhinderung von 
Ausbildungsabbrüchen) of BMBF and leading industry associations in Germany aims to 
stop young people from dropping out of vocational training. Volunteer senior experts 
are given special training to support young people throughout their vocational 
training. Actual spending: 3.8 million euros/year. 

https://www.arbeitsagentur.de/bildung/ausbildung/assistierte-ausbildung
https://www.arbeitsagentur.de/bildung/ausbildung/assistierte-ausbildung
https://www.arbeitsagentur.de/bildung/ausbildung/ausbildungsbegleitende-hilfen
http://ec.europa.eu/social/BlobServlet?docId=13639&langId=eplann
http://ec.europa.eu/social/BlobServlet?docId=13639&langId=eplann
http://planet-beruf.de/schuelerinnen/mein-fahrplan/infoboard/termine-ausbildungsmessen/
https://national-policies.eacea.ec.europa.eu/youthwiki/chapters/germany/34-career-guidance-and-counselling
https://national-policies.eacea.ec.europa.eu/youthwiki/chapters/germany/34-career-guidance-and-counselling
http://www.bmwi.de/Navigation/DE/Themen/fachkraefte-offensive.html
http://www.bmwi.de/Navigation/DE/Themen/fachkraefte-offensive.html
http://www.aus-und-weiterbildungsallianz.de/AAW/Navigation/DE/Home/home.html
http://www.bmwi.de/DE/Themen/Ausbildung-und-Beruf/allianz-fuer-aus-und-weiterbildung.html
https://www.arbeitsagentur.de/unternehmen/finanziell/foerderung-weiterbildung
https://www.bundesregierung.de/breg-de/service/newsletter-und-abos/rundbrief-ausbildung/spaetstarter-gesucht-449638
https://www.bundesregierung.de/breg-de/service/newsletter-und-abos/rundbrief-ausbildung/spaetstarter-gesucht-449638
http://www.bmas.de/
http://www.jobstarter.de/
https://www.bmbf.de/upload_filestore/pub/Berufsbildungsbericht_2020.pdf
https://www.bmbf.de/upload_filestore/pub/Berufsbildungsbericht_2020.pdf
http://vera.ses-bonn.de/
https://www.bmbf.de/upload_filestore/pub/Berufsbildungsbericht_2020.pdf
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• The Federal Ministry for the Environment, Nature Conservation, Building and Nuc lear 
Safety (Bundesministerium für Umwelt, Naturschutz, Bau und Reaktorsicherheit) runs 
the ESF programme entitled Promoting vocational education for sustainable 
development. Enabling green skills for climate-friendly, resource-efficient action at 
work (Berufsbildung für nachhaltige Entwicklung befördern. Über grüne 
Schlüsselkompetenzen zu klima- und ressourcenschonendem Handeln im Beruf). Aim: 
To integrate sustainability strategies into vocational education. Funding in 2019-2022: 
around 9.5 million euros in ESF funds and around 7.7 million euros in federal funds. 

• A mechanism known as the four-wave model (4-Wellen-Modell) was adopted to f ind 
training places for young people who were not offered a place initially and was 
introduced in 2015. Specifically, it is to ensure that all young applicants who are not  
assigned a training place by 30 September are offered three in-company vocational 
training placements. 

• In formal education, a pre-vocational training year (Berufsvorbereitungsjahr), a basic  
vocational training year (Berufsgrundbildungsjahr) and schemes to ensure 
employment readiness (berufsvorbereitende Maßnahmen) are available to young 
people without a school-leaving qualification. In 2015, as part of implementing the 
Youth Guarantee (Jugendgarantie), the concept of assisted training was anchored in 
Section 130 of Book 3 of the Social Code (Sozialgesetzbuch III). It is aimed mainly at  
young people who have no or only a poor school-leaving qualification and young 
members of the immigrant community. The young people and the training providers 
are supported throughout the training by an educational institution. Actual spending 
on assisted training in 2019: 59.84 million euros (Books 3 and 2 of the Social 
Code/SGB III und SGB II). 

Support provided to institutions and companies by the Federal Employment Agency 
(Bundesagentur für Arbeit): 

• Assumption of the cost of measures that promote participation and career integration: 
employment agency covers the cost for participants who take part in an in- c ompany 
programme to determine their professional skills. 

• Providing training-related assistance (Ausbildungsbegleitende Hilfen), inc luding as a 
scheme under the implementation of the Youth Guarantee: the employment  agency 
(Agentur für Arbeit) covers the costs of developing and implementing schemes under 
which companies train disadvantaged young people with language and education gaps 
and need customised packages of measures for this purpose. Actual spending in 2019 
(Books 3 and 2 of the Social Code/SGB III & II): 105.62 million euros. 

• Assumption of the costs for assisted training (assistierte Ausbildung): Companies are 
given help with managing, organising and implementing training and receive 
assistance by a dedicated educational institution to ensure a stable training 
relationship. The costs are covered by employment agencies (Agenturen für Arbeit) or 
job centres (Jobcenter). 

Regional level (Länder) - examples 
• The training makes for proud parents campaign (Ausbildung macht Elternstolz) by the 

Bavarian Ministry of Economics (Bayerisches Wirtschaftsministerium), the Association 
of Bavarian Chambers of Commerce and Industry (Industrie- und Handelskammern in 
Bayern, BIHK) and the Bavarian Chambers of Trade and Crafts (Bayerische 
Handwerkskammern, HWK) showcases the wide range of apprenticed professions 
available in Germany. 

• Saxony-Anhalt runs a state-wide programme called Developing future prospects with 
assisted training (Zukunftschance Assistierte Ausbildung) which assists young people 
from disadvantaged backgrounds and with special requirements by preparing them to 
enter regular vocational training and providing intensive ongoing socio-educational 
support throughout their training. The legal basis is Section 130 of Book 3 of the 
Social Code (Sozialgesetzbuch III). 

https://www.esf.de/portal/DE/Foerderperiode-2014-2020/ESF-Programme/bmu/berufsbildung-entwicklung-bbne.html
https://www.esf.de/portal/DE/Foerderperiode-2014-2020/ESF-Programme/bmu/berufsbildung-entwicklung-bbne.html
https://www.esf.de/portal/SharedDocs/Pressemitteilungen/DE/2017/2017_12_18_pm_bmub_bbne.html
http://www.aus-und-weiterbildungsallianz.de/AAW/Redaktion/DE/Downloads/allianz-umsetzung-der-vereinbarung-im-allianztext.pdf?__blob=publicationFile&v=5
https://www.bmbf.de/upload_filestore/pub/Berufsbildungsbericht_2020.pdf
https://www.bmbf.de/upload_filestore/pub/Berufsbildungsbericht_2020.pdf
http://www.bmwi-unternehmensportal.de/DE/Unternehmensfuehrung/Personal-Beschaeftigung/Finanzielle-Hilfen-Bundesagentur-fuer-Arbeit-fuer-Unternehmen/inhalt.html
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/glossary-germany
https://www.bmbf.de/upload_filestore/pub/Berufsbildungsbericht_2020.pdf
https://www.elternstolz.de/
https://ms.sachsen-anhalt.de/themen/arbeit/berufsorientierung-ausbildung/assistierte-ausbildung/
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• The campaign Brandenburg wants you! Vocational training is the future (Brandenburg 
will Dich! Hier hat Ausbildung Zukunft) by the state of Brandenburg (Ministry for 
Labour, Social Affairs, Health, Women and Family/Ministerium für Arbeit, Soziales, 
Gesundheit, Frauen und Familie) and partners of the Brandenburg Training Consensus 
(Brandenburger Ausbildungskonsens) http://www.ausbildungskonsens-
brandenburg.de/index.php?id=53 took place early in the new training year 2017/2018 
to motivate young people who had not found yet a training place to opt for vocational 
training in Brandenburg. 

Initiatives by other stakeholders 
• German Confederation of Chambers of Skilled Crafts (Deutscher 

Handwerkskammertag e.V., DHKT) launched a poster campaign called I have bet ter 
plans (Ich hab was Besseres vor) to advertise vocational training in the skilled c raft s 
sector. 

• The Saarland chamber of commerce and industry (Industrie- und Handelskammer/IHK 
Saarland) runs a campaign called Vocational training – the best training of your life! 
(Berufliche Ausbildung: Das beste Training Deines Lebens!), under which apprent ices 
report on their experiences of vocational training with IHK and their personal benefits. 

• The chambers of commerce and industry in Rhineland-Palatinate (Industrie- und 
Handelskammern in Rheinland-Pfalz) runs a training campaign called Get going 
(Durchstarter) offering information about different professions as well as c areer and 
further training opportunities. 

For more information on initiatives, campaigns and events, see also the following 
sections of the Youth Wiki chapter on Employment & Entrepreneurship: 

• Skills forecasting: Skills development, 

• Promotion of entrepreneurship culture: Special events and activities  

Recognition of learning outcomes 
Traineeships 

During a school-based traineeship, pupils put together a traineeship portfolio where they 
document what they have learned and done during the traineeship. The trainees rec eive 
a traineeship certificate that is added to the portfolio. 

University examination regulations (Prüfungsordnung) normally require university 
students who completing a mandatory traineeship to write a traineeship report , which 
forms the basis for their performance record. 

There are no rules concerning the documentation of voluntary traineeship. According to 
Section 26 of the Vocational Training Act, trainees are considered employees so they, 
too, are entitled to a traineeship certificate.  

Apprenticeships 
Young people training for a recognised apprenticed profession take an exam at the end of 
their training. This is regulated in Section 37 of the Vocational Training Act 
(Berufsbildungsgesetz). According to Section 16 apprentices receive a c ert if icate upon 
successfully passing the final exam. An English or French translation of the certificate can 
be provided on request. The law also requires that "additional vocational skills, 
knowledge and qualifications [...] shall be tested and certified separately". The certificate 
must be presented when applying for jobs. 

Section 14 of the Vocational Training Act stipulates that apprentices must  keep their 
training records (Ausbildungsnachweis) up to date if such records are required as part  of 
their training. They must be submitted before the apprentice c an proceed to the f inal 
apprenticeship examinations. The apprentice uses these training records to document the 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCI3UobsW83yfHfqpNka8Byg
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCI3UobsW83yfHfqpNka8Byg
http://www.ausbildungskonsens-brandenburg.de/index.php?id=53
http://www.ausbildungskonsens-brandenburg.de/index.php?id=53
http://handwerk.de/ausbildung
https://www.saarland.ihk.de/p/Ausbildungskampagne_Berufliche_Ausbildung_Das_beste_Training_deines_Lebens-1-13383.html
http://www.durchstarter.de/
http://www.durchstarter.de/
https://national-policies.eacea.ec.europa.eu/youthwiki/chapters/germany/33-skills-forecasting
https://national-policies.eacea.ec.europa.eu/youthwiki/chapters/germany/310-promotion-of-entrepreneurship-culture
https://www.bibb.de/dokumente/pdf/bmbf_berufsbildungsreformgesetz_en.pdf
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activities performed during their apprenticeship. Apprentices can reflect on the 
competencies and skills they have acquired and judge for themselves which level of 
training they have achieved. 

For more information on certificates in vocational education and training, see this 
introductory publication by E. Severing. 

For more information on the validation of competencies and skills acquired in non-formal 
and informal settings, see also the country report for Germany in the European inventory 
on validation of non-formal and informal learning, p. 6 f. 

ECVET 

ECVET is mainly used in the context of international mobility. A national contact point 
advises on the use and application of the ECVET system in international mobility 
programmes and schemes. 

Funding 
The dual system of vocational education and training system is funded both public ly – 
from the federal budget and the Länder (state) budgets – and privately, as training 
providers themselves pay training allowances and cover the costs of providing t raining 
personnel and equipment. Information on public spending (2001-2019) for vocational 
education can be found in the data report annexed to the report on vocational education 
and training 2020 (Datenreport zum Berufsbildungsbericht 2020), p. 233 et seq. 

For more information on funding in vocational education and training, see also the 
following sections of the Youth Wiki chapter on Employment & Entrepreneurship: 

• Career guidance and counselling: Funding 
• Integration of young people in the labour market: Funding of existing 

schemes/initiatives 
With the help of the European Social Fund (Europäischer Sozialfonds), in the funding 
period 2014 to 2020 supported programmes include those that help to safeguard the 
supply of skilled workers, promote independence, entrepreneurship and start-ups, and 
improve work-life balance and education levels. 

Quality assurance 
Following the EU Council's recommendation regarding a quality framework for 
traineeships, Germany has not adopted any specific legislation. Existing pieces of 
legislation such as the Vocational Training Act (Berufsbildungsgesetz), t rade and c rafts 
codes (Handwerksordnungen) and training regulations (Ausbildungsordnungen) 
https://www.bibb.de/de/642.php comply mainly with the recommendation and define 
minimum training standards. In addition, internal company regulations apply to the 
implementation and supervision of quality assurance processes as part of vocational 
training and traineeships. Work experience placements for pupils (Schülerpraktika) or 
mandatory traineeships (Pflichtpraktika) are governed by school (Schulordnungen), 
training and study regulations (Studienordnungen). The German minimum wage act 
(Gesetz über den Mindestlohn), which took effect in 2015, also covers trainees. For more 
information, see also “Official guidelines on traineeships and apprenticeships” in the 
Traineeships and apprenticeships section of the Youth Wiki c hapter on Employment  & 
Entrepreneurship. 
Because the federal states (Länder) are each responsible for their own vocational 
colleges and full-time school-based vocational training, the level of quality assurance 
varies from state to state. There are a multitude of quality assurance mechanisms (e.g., 
school-specific schemes, model projects, competitions etc.) and independent quality 
assurance bodies and frameworks. Quality assurance is mentioned in all federal states’ 
school legislation. Existing quality assurance systems are mostly based on Q2E, EFQM or 

https://www.agbfn.de/dokumente/pdf/a12_voevz_agbfn_10_severing_1.pdf
https://cumulus.cedefop.europa.eu/files/vetelib/2016/2016_validate_DE.pdf
https://cumulus.cedefop.europa.eu/files/vetelib/2016/2016_validate_DE.pdf
https://www.na-bibb.de/erasmus-berufsbildung/mobilitaet/ecvet-und-qualitaet/
https://www.bibb.de/dokumente/pdf/bibb_datenreport_2020.pdf
https://national-policies.eacea.ec.europa.eu/youthwiki/chapters/germany/34-career-guidance-and-counselling
https://national-policies.eacea.ec.europa.eu/youthwiki/chapters/germany/36-integration-of-young-people-in-the-labour-market
https://national-policies.eacea.ec.europa.eu/youthwiki/chapters/germany/36-integration-of-young-people-in-the-labour-market
http://www.bmas.de/SharedDocs/Downloads/DE/PDF-Publikationen/37826-ESF-programmbroschuere-2014-2020.pdf?__blob=publicationFile&v=5
https://national-policies.eacea.ec.europa.eu/youthwiki/chapters/germany/35-traineeships-and-apprenticeships
https://national-policies.eacea.ec.europa.eu/youthwiki/chapters/germany/35-traineeships-and-apprenticeships
https://www.deqa-vet.de/de/daqavet_88046.php
https://www.deqa-vet.de/de/daqavet_88046.php
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ISO. In some cases, internal/external evaluations are performed. The federal states also 
have their own individual education reporting systems. 
The contact and service point for questions on quality assurance and development in 
vocational training is the German Reference Point for Quality Assurance in VET (Deutsche 
Referenzstelle für Qualitätssicherung in der beruflichen Bildung, DEQA-VET) at the 
Federal Institute for Vocational Education and Training (Bundesinstitut für Berufsbildung, 
BIBB). 

3.6 Integration of young people in the labour market 
Youth employment measures 
Germany has a broad variety of labour market policy instruments that c an be used to 
implement the key recommendations of the EU Youth Guarantee. See also the Nat ional 
Implementation Plan to Establish the EU Youth Guarantee in Germany and the 
assessment of the Youth Guarantee implementation in Germany (January 2020). The 
Plan describes existing services available in the area of education, employment and 
training that promote and improve the integration of young people into the labour 
market. 

The employment agencies are required under Section 37 of Book 3 of the Soc ial Code 
(Sozialgesetzbuch Drittes Buch, SGB III) to conclude an integration agreement 
(Eingliederungsvereinbarung) with young people seeking vocational training or 
employment. This agreement must be reviewed within three months. The integration 
agreement details the integration goal, the placement efforts of employment  agenc ies, 
evidence of the young person’s own efforts, and any planned employment support 
measures. On this basis, young unemployed people aged 25 or under who receive basic 
security benefits for job seekers (Arbeitslosengeld II) take priority when vocational 
training places or jobs are awarded. 

A variety of ESF-supported programmes run by various federal ministries and authorities 
also help to integrate young people into the labour market. Examples: 

• Federal Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs (Bundesministerium für Arbeit und 
Soziales, BMAS): 

ESF integration directive of the federal government (ESF-Integrationsrichtlinie Bund) 
(2014–-2020). Aim: To integrate young people who have particular diffic ulty accessing 
employment or training into the labour market. Key areas with special relevance for 
young people: Integration not segregation (Integration statt Ausgrenzung), Integration 
through exchange (Integration durch Austausch). For more information on this, c f. the 
Youth Wiki chapter on Employment & Entrepreneurship, specifically the section on Cross-
border mobility in employment, entrepreneurship and vocational opportunities: 
Programmes and schemes for cross-border mobility. Funding (2015-2021): 324.7 million 
euros in total, of which 114.7 million euros in federal funds and 177.5 million euros in 
ESF funds. 

• Federal Employment Agency (Bundesagentur für Arbeit, BA): 

ESF federal programme: Co-financing of mentoring for the transition into the labour 
market as per Section 49 of Book 3 of the Social Code (Kofinanzierung der 
Berufseinstiegsbegleitung nach § 49 SGB III). The aim is to integrate young people into 
vocational training. Lower-performing pupils who struggle to obtain a school-leaving 
qualification are supported personally by career mentors starting in school and continuing 
through to vocational training. Actual spending in 2019: 185.73 million euros.  
• Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth 

(Bundesministerium für Familie, Senioren, Frauen und Jugend, BMFSFJ): 

https://www.deqa-vet.de/
https://www.deqa-vet.de/
https://www.bmas.de/SharedDocs/Downloads/DE/Publikationen/a761-implementierungsplan-jugendgarantie.pdf;jsessionid=DC7E338F02C5241C0794E967A1BBBD81.delivery1-replication?__blob=publicationFile&v=1
https://www.bmas.de/SharedDocs/Downloads/DE/Publikationen/a761-implementierungsplan-jugendgarantie.pdf;jsessionid=DC7E338F02C5241C0794E967A1BBBD81.delivery1-replication?__blob=publicationFile&v=1
http://ec.europa.eu/social/BlobServlet?docId=13639&langId=en
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/sgb_3/__37.html
http://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/sgb_2/index.html
http://www.bmas.de/SharedDocs/Downloads/DE/PDF-Publikationen/a761-implementierungsplan-jugendgarantie-en.pdf;jsessionid=AA26D0821BD1156CD2FE81D7D4B69A7F?__blob=publicationFile&v=2
http://www.bmas.de/SharedDocs/Downloads/DE/PDF-Publikationen/a761-implementierungsplan-jugendgarantie-en.pdf;jsessionid=AA26D0821BD1156CD2FE81D7D4B69A7F?__blob=publicationFile&v=2
http://www.bmas.de/SharedDocs/Downloads/DE/PDF-Publikationen/37826-ESF-programmbroschuere-2014-2020.pdf?__blob=publicationFile&v=5
http://www.integrationsrichtlinie.de/
https://national-policies.eacea.ec.europa.eu/youthwiki/chapters/germany/37-cross-border-mobility-in-employment-entrepreneurship-and-vocational-opportunities
https://national-policies.eacea.ec.europa.eu/youthwiki/chapters/germany/37-cross-border-mobility-in-employment-entrepreneurship-and-vocational-opportunities
https://www.bmbf.de/upload_filestore/pub/Berufsbildungsbericht_2020.pdf
https://www.esf.de/portal/DE/Foerderperiode-2014-2020/ESF-Programme/bmas/2014-11-17-Berufseinstiegsbegleitung.html
https://www.esf.de/portal/DE/Foerderperiode-2014-2020/ESF-Programme/bmas/2014-11-17-Berufseinstiegsbegleitung.html
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ESF model programme: Supporting young people in the neighbourhood (JUGEND 
STÄRKEN im Quartier) (2014-2022) in cooperation with the Federal Ministry for the 
Environment, Nature Conservation, Building and Nuclear Safety (Bundesministerium für 
Umwelt, Naturschutz, Bau und Reaktorsicherheit). The aim is to support  youth welfare 
offices in selected cities across Germany to work specifically with young people who are 
out of the reach of standard programmes owing to personal issues or social 
disadvantages and require special educational support in moving from school to work as 
per Section 13 of Book 8 of the Social Code (Sozialgesetzbuch, SGB VIII). Youth 
Migration Services (Jugendmigrationsdienste) offer support in this area to help young 
members of the immigrant community in particular. Budget (2019-2022): 4 million euros 
in federal funds, 87 million euros in ESF funds. In 2018, 123,000 young migrants 
received 52.9 million euros in support. 
For information about the dissemination of information about job opportunities and 
employment support services for young people, see also “Career guidance and 
counselling services” in the section “Career guidance and counselling” of the Youth Wiki 
chapter on Employment & Entrepreneurship. 

Special target groups 
Special target groups for vocational integration measures: young people in difficult living 
circumstances, young people with a migrant background/young migrants with special 
integration needs, young people who have dropped out of education (Schulabbrecher), 
young people who intend to drop out of labour market schemes or have already, young 
people without a school-leaving qualification or professional qualification, young people 
with disabilities. 

Special target groups for vocational integration measures: young people in difficult living 
circumstances, young members of the immigrant community and young recent 
immigrants with special integration needs, young people who have dropped out of 
education, young people who intend to drop out of labour market schemes or have 
already, young people without a school-leaving qualification or professional qualification, 
and young people with disabilities. 

Flexicurity measures focusing on young people 
There are no specific flexible employment schemes for young people. 

Regarding their working hours, young apprentices/employees are covered by current 
regulatory and policy framework conditions and regulations. Key laws include the Ac t on 
the Implementation of Measures of Occupational Safety and Health to Encourage 
Improvements in the Safety and Health Protection of Workers at Work 
(Arbeitsschutzgesetz), the Act on working hours (Arbeitszeitgesetz), the Vocational 
Training Act (Berufsbildungsgesetz) (Section 8 on part-time training), the Act on parental 
allowance and parental leave (Gesetz zum Elterngeld und zur Elternzeit), the Young 
Persons (Protection of Employment) Act (Jugendarbeitsschutzgesetz), the Act on shop 
opening hours (Ladenschlussgesetz), and the Act on part-time employment  and f ixed-
term employment contracts (Gesetz über Teilzeitarbeit und befristete Arbeitsverträge). 
In addition to collectively agreed rules for certain professions or branches, specific topics 
and areas within a company are regulated by so-called works agreements 
(Betriebsvereinbarungen). These also apply to the young people working at the company 
in question. 

Individual agreements regarding working hours are set out in the contract of 
employment. 

Young people are entitled to the payment of unemployment benefit (Arbeitslosengeld) if  
they meet the relevant requirements. From the age of 15 they are also entitled to receive 
unemployment benefit II (Arbeitslosengeld II) to help them make a living. 

https://www.jugend-staerken.de/programme/jugend-staerken-im-quartier.html
https://www.jugend-staerken.de/programme/jugend-staerken-im-quartier.html
http://www.bmub.bund.de/
http://www.bmub.bund.de/
http://www.jugendmigrationsdienste.de/
https://www.bmbf.de/upload_filestore/pub/Berufsbildungsbericht_2020.pdf
https://national-policies.eacea.ec.europa.eu/youthwiki/chapters/germany/34-career-guidance-and-counselling
https://national-policies.eacea.ec.europa.eu/youthwiki/chapters/germany/34-career-guidance-and-counselling
http://www.bmas.de/SharedDocs/Downloads/DE/PDF-Publikationen/a761-implementierungsplan-jugendgarantie-en.pdf;jsessionid=AA26D0821BD1156CD2FE81D7D4B69A7F?__blob=publicationFile&v=2
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/glossary-germany
http://www.esf.de/portal/SharedDocs/PDFs/DE/Aktuelles/2014/2014_10_21_op.pdf;jsessionid=5297480AFA4EC8196C8175980B88DD1A?__blob=publicationFile&v=2
http://www.esf.de/portal/SharedDocs/PDFs/DE/Aktuelles/2014/2014_10_21_op.pdf;jsessionid=5297480AFA4EC8196C8175980B88DD1A?__blob=publicationFile&v=2
http://doku.iab.de/kurzber/2016/kb0716.pdf
http://doku.iab.de/kurzber/2016/kb0716.pdf
http://www.bmas.de/SharedDocs/Downloads/DE/PDF-Publikationen/a761-implementierungsplan-jugendgarantie-en.pdf;jsessionid=AA26D0821BD1156CD2FE81D7D4B69A7F?__blob=publicationFile&v=2
https://www.esf.de/portal/SharedDocs/PDFs/DE/Meldung/2014/2014_10_21_op.pdf?__blob=publicationFile&v=3
http://doku.iab.de/kurzber/2016/kb0716.pdf
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/arbschg/index.html
http://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/arbzg/
http://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/bbig_2005/index.html
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/beeg/
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/jarbschg/
http://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/ladschlg/
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/tzbfg/
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/glossary-germany
https://www.arbeitsagentur.de/en/unemployment-benefits
https://www.arbeitsagentur.de/en/unemployment-benefitii
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Under Germany’s Upgrading Training Assistance Act (Gesetz zur Förderung der 
beruflichen Aufstiegsfortbildung), young people are entitled to financial support for 
further education provided they meet the relevant requirements. 

On flexicurity in Germany, see also the Eurofound website and the disc ussion paper of 
the European Employment Observatory. 

Reconciliation of private and working life for young people 
There are no programmes or initiatives directed only at young people. Yet Germany’s 
existing legislation on reconciling one’s personal and professional commitments also 
apply to young people. 
Under Section 8 of the Vocational Training Act (Berufsbildungsgesetz) young parents c an 
participate in a part-time vocational qualification course, whic h allows them to at tend 
class flexibly and reconcile training and family life better. 
The working time models in place in Germany also apply to young people. Young families 
can also use the different types of childcare or financial aid available if  they meet  the 
necessary criteria. Information about reconciling family and working life can be found on 
the Federal Employment Agency (Berufsagentur für Arbeit) website. 

The federal programme day-care centre plus (KitaPlus) run by the BMFSFJ funds 
additional childcare services in day-care centres. These cater to the needs of families and 
are coordinated with job centres and employment agencies. The services benefit  single 
parents and parents who work shifts, parents still in vocational training or at university, 
and parents looking for employment for whom a new job would involve shift work or 
unsociable hours, and give them a better work-life balance. 
According to the 2030 future family report (Zukunftsreport Familie 2030) of the BMFSFJ, 
young parents benefit in particular from parental allowance (Elterngeld) and the opt ion 
for one parent to take an additional two months of parental leave (Partnermonate) to 
make their working hours and organisational models family-friendly in cooperation with 
their employers. State-subsidised childcare also enables parents to agree more f lexible, 
yet still reliable, working time arrangements. 

Funding of existing schemes/initiatives 
Labour market integration measures and programmes are funded by the Federal 
Government, respectively the federal ministries in charge of each measure or 
programme, and also by the federal states (Länder), respectively the relevant minist ries 
in charge of labour market integration affairs. Funds from the European Social Fund are 
also used for certain programmes. See the section on Youth employment  measures for 
examples. 
Further information on the funding of measures in connection with implementing the 
Youth Guarantee can be found in the National Implementation Plan to Establish the EU 
Youth Guarantee in Germany (pages 41-44 and 82-87). 
For more information on this subject, see also the Youth Wiki chapter on Employment  & 
Entrepreneurship, specifically the sections on 
• Career guidance and counselling 

• Traineeships and apprenticeships. 

Quality assurance 
The Federal Employment Agency (Bundesagentur für Arbeit) compiles statistics on 
participation in funded vocational schemes, the number of people in new employment , 
participation rates among specific target groups, how long unemployed people spend 
searching for jobs, participation in retraining programmes, etc. It also carries out  online 
surveys of participants on employment readiness schemes to get feedback on the 
schemes themselves. 

https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/afbg/__8.html
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/afbg/__8.html
https://www.eurofound.europa.eu/observatories/eurwork/comparative-information/national-contributions/germany/germany-flexicurity-and-industrial-relations
https://economix.org/a55ets/publications/1900-2018/Flexicurity%20in%20Germany.pdf
https://economix.org/a55ets/publications/1900-2018/Flexicurity%20in%20Germany.pdf
http://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/bbig_2005/__8.html
https://www.arbeitsagentur.de/familie-und-kinder/familie-und-beruf-vereinbaren
http://kitaplus.fruehe-chancen.de/
https://www.prognos.com/uploads/tx_atwpubdb/160928_Langfassung_Zukunftsreport_Familie_2030_final.pdf
https://familienportal.de/familienportal/familienleistungen/elterngeld
https://www.bmas.de/SharedDocs/Downloads/DE/Publikationen/a761-implementierungsplan-jugendgarantie.pdf;jsessionid=DC7E338F02C5241C0794E967A1BBBD81.delivery1-replication?__blob=publicationFile&v=1
https://www.bmas.de/SharedDocs/Downloads/DE/Publikationen/a761-implementierungsplan-jugendgarantie.pdf;jsessionid=DC7E338F02C5241C0794E967A1BBBD81.delivery1-replication?__blob=publicationFile&v=1
https://national-policies.eacea.ec.europa.eu/youthwiki/chapters/germany/34-career-guidance-and-counselling
https://national-policies.eacea.ec.europa.eu/youthwiki/chapters/germany/35-traineeships-and-apprenticeships
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A large number of employment and labour market integration programmes and schemes 
in Germany are regularly monitored and evaluated so as to learn from experience and 
build on successful initiatives. This process involves regular interim and summary 
reports, which are usually made available online. 

Services like the youth migration services (Jugendmigrationsdienste, JMD) offered under 
the ESF model programme Supporting young people in the neighbourhood (JUGEND 
STÄRKEN im Quartier) evaluate their work and regularly adapt them to current 
developments and needs. JMD across Germany and across all organisations use the 
online application i-mpuls JMD to evaluate their work. 

3.7 Cross-border mobility in employment, 
entrepreneurship and vocational opportunities 
Programmes and schemes for cross-border mobility 
A range of programmes, initiatives and schemes promote cross-border mobility in the 
area of vocational training. 
European Union (EU) programmes 

Germany contributes to the European Your first EURES job project via EURES Germany, 
namely the Federal Employment Agency (Bundesagentur für Arbeit). The project helps 
young people, including Germans, aged 18 to 35 to find a job, traineeship or voc ational 
training place in the EU, Iceland or Norway. It also gives employers greater geographical 
reach when searching for staff. 

Young entrepreneurs from Germany can take part in the EU's Erasmus for Young 
Entrepreneurs programme. The programme gives new or prospective entrepreneurs the 
chance to learn from experienced entrepreneurs who head a small company in another 
participating country. The amount of monthly financial aid available depends on the 
general cost of living in the host country. 

Under the EU's Erasmus+ programme Key Action 1 the mobility of individuals in Europe 
is funded. This includes (vocational) traineeships, training periods, continuing vocational 
education, youth exchanges and European Voluntary Service placements. Stays abroad 
for training staff are also funded where required for learning purposes (such as job 
shadowing) and for teaching purposes. In Germany, there are four national agenc ies for 
the EU Programme Erasmus+, each in charge of a different field: 

• Vocational education and training/adult education: National Agency Education for 
Europe (Nationale Agentur Bildung für Europa, NA BIBB) at the Federal Inst itute for 
Vocational Education and Training (Bundesinstitut für Berufsbildung, BIBB) 

• Higher education: German Academic Exchange Service (Deutscher Akademischer 
Austauschdienst, DAAD) 

• School education: Pedagogical Exchange Service (Pädagogischer Austauschdienst, 
PAD) of the Standing Conference of the Ministers of Education and Cultural Affairs 
(Kultusministerkonferenz) 

• Youth in Action: German national agency JUGEND für Europa  
The EU programme European Solidarity Corps has launched also in Germany, an 
opportunity for individuals to volunteer to help build a social and diverse Europe through 
jobs and traineeships, amongst other things. JUGEND für Europa is the competent 
national agency here, too. 

National regulations, programmes and schemes - selection 
The key area Integration through exchange (Integration durch Austausch, IdA) in the 
ESF integration directive of the federal government (ESF-Integrationsrichtlinie Bund) 
gives 18- to 35-year-olds an opportunity to complete a practical plac ement in another 

https://www.bmas.de/DE/Service/Publikationen/a761-implementierungsplan-jugendgarantie.html
http://doku.impuls-jmd.de/
http://doku.impuls-jmd.de/
http://www.yourfirsteuresjob.eu/
https://www.erasmus-entrepreneurs.eu/index.php?lan=en
https://www.erasmus-entrepreneurs.eu/index.php?lan=en
https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/erasmus-plus/programme-guide/part-b/three-key-actions/key-action-1_en
https://www.na-bibb.de/
https://www.bibb.de/
https://eu.daad.de/de/
https://eu.daad.de/de/
https://www.kmk-pad.org/
https://www.kmk-pad.org/
http://www.kmk.org/
https://www.jugend-in-aktion.de/
https://www.solidaritaetskorps.de/
https://www.solidaritaetskorps.de/mitmachen/praktika-arbeitsstellen/
http://www.integrationsrichtlinie.de/
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European country, assisted by trained staff. The placements last  between two and six 
months. An individual preparation and follow-up sessions in Germany are included. 
Measures under the integration directive are implemented by cooperation networks. In 
addition, companies and/or public administrative bodies work actively with regional 
employment organisations such as job centres (Jobcenter) or employment agencies 
(Arbeitsagentur). Budget: approx. 32 million euros. List of all projects funded between 
2015 and 2020. 
PROTANDEM – the Franco-German agency for vocational training exchanges (Deutsch-
Französische Agentur für den Austausch in der beruflichen Bildung) supports bilateral 
exchanges between apprentices and students of vocational colleges and technical 
colleges from Germany and France. The exchange programme is publicly funded (in 
Germany, by the Ministry of Education and Research (Bundesministerium für Bildung und 
Forschung) or the ministry of education of the respective federal state; in France various 
ministries are involved: European and Foreign Affairs, Education, Labour). 
The Czech-German Youth Exchange Coordination Centre TANDEM 
(Koordinierungszentrum deutsch-tschechischer Jugendaustausch TANDEM) runs a 
voluntary vocational traineeship programme (Freiwillige Berufliche Praktika) under whic h 
it provides funding for vocational college students, apprentices and young people just  
starting out in employment aged 16 and over. This enables them to complete a 
vocational traineeship of at least two weeks in length in the other country. The 
programme is funded by the German-Czech future fund (Deutsch-Tschechischer 
Zukunftsfonds) and the EU's Erasmus+ programme Key Action 1. 
The German-Polish Youth Office (Deutsch-Polnisches Jugendwerk, DPJW) funds 
vocational training-related traineeships. They include traineeships for individuals but also 
training visits for larger groups of young people and apprentices from Poland and 
Germany, regardless of their profession. 

Under the Parliamentary Scholarship Programme (Parlamentarisches 
Patenschaftsprogramm, PPP) of the Federal Parliament (Bundestag), apprentices and 
young employees aged 24 or under in virtually all professions can spend a year in the 
United States to gain initial work and study experience. 

The xchange programme of the International Lake Constance Conference (Internationale 
Bodenseekonferenz, IBK) and the Working Group of the Alpine Regions 
(Arbeitsgemeinschaft Alpenländer, Arge Alp) gives apprentices from Germany, 
Switzerland, Italy, Austria and Liechtenstein an opportunity to spend three to four weeks 
of their practical training in a company in another country. In return, a trainee from the 
host firm spends time in the other company. Young participating Germans are funded 
under Erasmus+. 

The German-Israeli collaborative vocational education programme (Deutsch-Israelisches 
Programm zur Zusammenarbeit in der Berufsbildung) is a bilateral cooperation and 
funding initiative between Germany’s BMBF and the Israeli Ministry of Labour and Soc ial 
Affairs. It is coordinated in Germany by the National Agency Education for Europe at  the 
Federal Institute for Vocational Education and Training (Nationale Agentur Bildung für 
Europa, c/o Bundesinstitut für Berufsbildung). The National Agency implements the 
programme on behalf of the BMBF. The programme gives apprentices, teachers and 
vocational training experts an opportunity to share experiences and learn from one 
another. 

The ASA programme of ENGAGEMENT GLOBAL gGmbH - Service für 
Entwicklungsinitiativen funds work and study stays in Africa, Latin America, Asia and 
South-Eastern Europe for 21- to 30-year-olds. ASA includes a basic programme for 
students and young professionals as well as special programmes. Part ic ipants rec eive 
grants towards their expenses. On average, about 2,000 people apply for around 280 
project places every year. Financial support mainly comes from the Federal Minist ry for 
Economic Cooperation and Development (Bundesministerium für wirtschaftliche 
Zusammenarbeit und Entwicklung, BMZ). 

http://www.esf.de/portal/SharedDocs/PDFs/DE/Programme-2014-2020/BMAS/irl-projektliste.pdf?__blob=publicationFile&v=7
http://www.esf.de/portal/SharedDocs/PDFs/DE/Programme-2014-2020/BMAS/irl-projektliste.pdf?__blob=publicationFile&v=7
https://protandem.org/
https://protandem.org/
https://protandem.org/azubis/gruppenaustausch-in-der-ausbildung
https://protandem.org/azubis/gruppenaustausch-in-der-ausbildung
http://www.bmbf.de/
http://www.bmbf.de/
http://www.tandem-org.de/
http://www.tandem-org.de/arbeitsbereiche/freiwillige-berufliche-praktika.html
http://www.dpjw.org/
http://www.dpjw.org/projektfoerderung/praktikum-im-nachbarland/
https://www.bundestag.de/ppp
https://www.bundestag.de/ppp
http://www.xchange-info.net/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=38&Itemid=506&lang=de
https://www.na-bibb.de/ueber-uns/deutsch-israelisches-programm/
https://www.na-bibb.de/ueber-uns/deutsch-israelisches-programm/
http://www.na-bibb.de/
http://www.na-bibb.de/
https://asa.engagement-global.de/start.html
https://asa.engagement-global.de/programmfinanzierung.html
https://asa.engagement-global.de/programmfinanzierung.html
https://asa.engagement-global.de/programmfinanzierung.html
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The Development Cooperation Trainee Programme (Traineeprogramm der 
Entwicklungszusammenarbeit) is a junior development programme run by Germany’s 
BMZ. Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) manages the 
programme on behalf of BMZ. Applicants must be university graduates. Participants 
complete a 17-month training programme on German and multilateral development 
cooperation. The programme focuses on technical cooperation. The German-Americ an 
Traineeship Programme (Deutsch-Amerikanisches Praktikantenprogramm) of GIZ allows 
young professionals aged 26 or under to gain initial work experience in the United States. 
Length of stay: between two and 12 months. Objectives: To provide hands-on advanced 
training and language and intercultural skills; to familiarise participants with other 
cultures and lifestyles; and to enable them to develop personally and form networks. 
Trainees are paid a monthly stipend of 600 euros (the traineeship itself is unpaid) plus a 
contribution towards travel expenses and language training. 

Young professionals and volunteers aged 23 to 45 can apply for the CrossCulture 
programme (CCP). Through the CCP, the Institute for Foreign Cultural Relations (Institut 
für Auslandsbeziehungen, ifa), a partner of the Germany’s Federal Foreign Office 
(Auswärtiges Amt) works to strengthen the intercultural dialogue and the relations 
between Germany and Islamic countries. 

Activites of the federal states (Länder) 

The European Greater Region (Europäische Großregion) covering Saarland, Rhineland-
Palatinate, Luxembourg, Wallonia, the Wallonia-Brussels Federation, the German-
speaking Community of Belgium, and Lorraine in France gives apprentices an opportunity 
to complete the theoretical part of their training in their home count ry before joining a 
company in a neighbouring country for the practical part (for France to Alsace and for 
Germany to Baden-Württemberg or Rhineland-Palatinate) on the basis of a 2014 
framework agreement on cross-border vocational activity (Rahmenabkommen zur 
grenzüberschreitenden Berufsbildung). This cross-border vocational training is designed 
for young people in the dual system of vocational education and training (duale 
Ausbildung) or on dual study courses (duales Studium). 

To promote mobility among apprentices in neighbouring border regions, EU funding is 
also available from the European Regional Development Fund INTERREG such as 
INTERREG Großregion. In Saarland, a specialist unit for cross-border vocational t raining 
(Fachstelle für grenzüberschreitende Ausbildung) is financed by the EU INTERREG 
programme, state funding and other partners. This unit helps young people from 
Saarland, Lorraine and Rhineland-Palatinate to complete a traineeship with a c ompany 
across the border, including language support. 

The states of Rhineland-Palatinate and Baden-Württemberg jointly fund the EUREGIO 
certificate for apprentices. Under this project, during their training apprentices or 
vocational college students can spend at least four weeks with a company in one of the 
countries in the German-Franco-Swiss Upper Rhine region. Amongst other things, the 
young participants receive a stipend of 300 euros and a EUREGIO certificate at the end of 
the traineeship. 

In January 2017, the state of Bremen signed a partnership agreement 
(Partnerschaftsvertrag Bremen – Besançon) with the French city of Besançon concerning 
cooperation in the field of vocational training and intern exchange. 

Information and counselling for young people 
The Information and Support Center for vocational training abroad (Informat ions- und 
Beratungsstelle für Auslandsaufenthalte in der beruflichen Bildung, IBS) at NA BIBB 
advises and informs young people of options and opportunities regarding vocational stays 
abroad. NA BIBB also runs the website offering information about completing a period 
abroad during vocational training. 

https://www.giz.de/de/jobs/446.html
https://www.giz.de/de/jobs/446.html
https://www.giz.de/
https://www.giz.de/de/weltweit/16220.html
https://www.ifa.de/en/funding/crossculture-program/
https://www.ifa.de/en/funding/crossculture-program/
http://www.ifa.de/en.html
http://www.ifa.de/en.html
https://www.auswaertiges-amt.de/en
https://www.oberrheinkonferenz.org/de/wirtschaft/uebersicht-news/aktuelle-informationen/items/rahmenabkommen-zur-grenzueberschreitenden-berufsbildung.html
https://www.oberrheinkonferenz.org/de/wirtschaft/uebersicht-news/aktuelle-informationen/items/rahmenabkommen-zur-grenzueberschreitenden-berufsbildung.html
https://www.interreg.de/INTERREG2014/DE/Home/home_node.html
http://www.interreg-gr.eu/de/homepage-3-2/
https://www.saarland.de/mwaev/DE/portale/ausundweiterbildung/ausbildung/grenzueberschreitende_ausbildung.html
https://mobileuregio.org/deutschland/euregio-zertifikat/auslandspraktikum.html
https://mobileuregio.org/deutschland/euregio-zertifikat/auslandspraktikum.html
http://senatspressestelle.bremen.de/detail.php?gsid=bremen146.c.192836.de&asl=bremen02.c.732.de
https://www.go-ibs.de/
https://www.go-ibs.de/
https://www.machmehrausdeinerausbildung.de/dein-auslandspraktikum/auslandspraktikum-waehrend-der-ausbildung/
https://www.machmehrausdeinerausbildung.de/dein-auslandspraktikum/auslandspraktikum-waehrend-der-ausbildung/
https://www.machmehrausdeinerausbildung.de/dein-auslandspraktikum/auslandspraktikum-waehrend-der-ausbildung/
https://www.machmehrausdeinerausbildung.de/dein-auslandspraktikum/auslandspraktikum-waehrend-der-ausbildung/
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International Placement Services (Zentrale Auslands- und Fachvermittlung, ZAV) of the 
Federal Employment Agency (Bundesagentur für Arbeit) advises school pupils, students 
and employees interested in vocational training, university studies or work abroad. ZAV 
and other agencies contribute to the working group Arbeitskreis Wege ins Ausland, in 
which nine institutions including schools, universities, vocational training providers, 
labour services and youth work agencies provide information and advice for school 
pupils, apprentices, trainees and employees as well as any other interested parties about 
ways to spend a period abroad. 

Eurodesk Germany compiles information for young people all about going abroad and 
participating in international Eurodesk exchanges. It works with approx. 50 partners 
across the country. Eurodesk provides neutral and free advic e to all interested young 
people. 

Each of the national agencies for the Erasmus+ programme in Germany informs and 
advises young people on their respective field. 

The advisory network (Beraternetzwerk) of the chambers of trade and crafts, and 
chambers of commerce and industry advises apprentices, young skilled workers and 
others on stays abroad during their vocational training. 

The German Committee (Deutsches Komitee) of the International Association for the 
Exchange of Students for Technical Experience (IAESTE) at the German Academic 
Exchange Service (Deutscher Akademischer Austauschdienst, DAAD) helps students at  
German universities to find traineeships with companies and in research and university 
institutes abroad. 
Databases with information about stays abroad relevant to vocational training 

• Database of the Information and Support Center for vocational training abroad 
(Informations- und Beratungsstelle für Auslandsaufenthalte in der beruflichen Bildung, 
IBS) with information for apprentices 

• Database of NA BIBB with information about traineeships abroad 

• Database of the European information network Eurodesk with information about 
internships 

• rausvonzuhaus.de website run by IJAB – the International Youth Service of the Federal 
Republic of Germany (Fachstelle für Internationale Jugendarbeit der Bundesrepublik 
Deutschland e.V. with information about traineeships abroad and about initial and 
continuing vocational training abroad. 

For information relevant to Germany about international mobility as part  of voc ational 
training, see also the document “Prototyping the Mobility Scoreboard for Initial Vocational 
Education and Training” published by the European Centre for the Development of 
Vocational Training (Cedefop) (from page 301). 

For more information on learning mobility programmes in Germany, see also Youth Wiki 
chapter on Education and Training, specifically the section on cross-border learning 
mobility. 
Legal framework 

Incoming 

Social security regime 
Trainees who are citizens of EU/EFTA member states can also use their European Health 
Insurance Card (EHIC), provided their stay is temporary. Young people from outside 
Germany who start work in Germany are covered by the relevant German laws and 
regulations regarding healthcare and insurance laws and regulations. Persons who accept 
employment that is subject to social security contributions also pay contributions towards 
the statutory pension, long-term care, healthcare and unemployment schemes. 

https://www.arbeitsagentur.de/vor-ort/zav/startseite
https://wege-ins-ausland.org/
https://wege-ins-ausland.org/
https://ijab.de/projekte/eurodesk/aktuelle-beitraege-zu-eurodesk/mobilitaet-und-die-rolle-der-jugendinformation
http://www.berufsbildung-ohne-grenzen.de/
https://www.iaeste.de/de/
https://www.iaeste.de/de/
https://www.go-ibs.de/angebote/ibs-datenbank/
https://www.machmehrausdeinerausbildung.de/dein-weg-ins-ausland/praktikumsplatzsuche/
https://programmes.eurodesk.eu/internships
https://programmes.eurodesk.eu/internships
https://www.rausvonzuhaus.de/Praktikum/Voraussetzungen
https://www.rausvonzuhaus.de/Ausbildung
https://www.rausvonzuhaus.de/Ausbildung
https://www.rausvonzuhaus.de/Ausbildung
https://www.cedefop.europa.eu/files/2016-4-22_prototype_scoreboard.pdf
https://www.cedefop.europa.eu/files/2016-4-22_prototype_scoreboard.pdf
https://national-policies.eacea.ec.europa.eu/youthwiki/chapters/germany/65-cross-border-learning-mobility
https://national-policies.eacea.ec.europa.eu/youthwiki/chapters/germany/65-cross-border-learning-mobility
https://national-policies.eacea.ec.europa.eu/youthwiki/chapters/germany/65-cross-border-learning-mobility
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Information for trainees and young employees on health insurance and the insurance 
systems in Germany is available here: 
• Website of the Deutsche Verbindungsstelle Krankenversicherung – Ausland (DVKA) 

with information for students and trainees about health insurance in Germany 
• The EURES Job Mobility Portal has information on living and working in Germany 

• Official multi-language web portal for qualified professionals from abroad with 
information about immigration procedures and visa requirements, finding a job, soc ial 
insurance and everyday life in Germany 

Guide to your social security rights in Germany (Ihre Rechte der sozialen Sic herheit in 
Deutschland) from the European Commission. European Union, 2013.  

Rights and obligations 

Under the Act on the General Freedom of Movement for EU Citizens (Gesetz über die 
allgemeine Freizügigkeit von Unionsbürgern), young people who are c it izens of EU and 
EFTA member states do not need a work permit to work in Germany. Citizens of all other 
states may be granted a work permit under certain circumstances. For details, please 
refer to the Migration-Check tool of the Federal Employment Agency (Bundesagentur für 
Arbeit). 
Young people from non-EU countries need a residence permit in order to start  work in 
Germany. Young people from outside Germany who start work in Germany are c overed 
by the relevant German laws and regulations regarding healthcare and insurance as well 
as labour market laws and regulations. Access to the German labour market is 
determined by the provisions of the Residence Act (Aufenthaltsgesetz). 

The federal government’s portal Recognition in Germany (Anerkennung in Deutschland) 
offers information about the recognition of foreign professional qualifications in Germany. 

The website of the Federal Employment Agency (Bundesagentur für Arbeit) offers 
information about admission to the German labour market. 

Tax arrangement 
Young people who start work in Germany are covered by the relevant German laws and 
tax regulations. 

Outgoing 

The legal basis for completing practical vocational training abroad is Sections 2 and 76 B 
of the Vocational Training Act (Berufsbildungsgesetz, BBiG). Under Section 2, part of 
one’s vocational training can be completed abroad if it serves the training objec tive and 
provided the total duration of such training abroad does not exceed one quarter of the 
entire duration specified in the training regulations. Section 76 reads: “Initial training 
undergone abroad pursuant to section 2 subsection (3) shall be supervised and 
supported by the competent body in an appropriate manner. If the duration of a period of 
initial training abroad exceeds four weeks, a plan must be agreed with the c ompetent 
body.” 

The agreement between the federal and state governments (Bund-Länder-Vereinbarung) 
of 12 March 2015 says that vocational college students can be granted leave or released 
from their part-time studies or intensive study periods for up to four weeks to c omplete 
training abroad. Under certain circumstances, students can be granted longer periods of 
leave or released from studies for longer periods. 
The legal basis for the funding of training stays abroad is Sections 5 and 16 of the 
Federal Training Assistance Act (Bundesausbildungsförderungsgesetz, BAföG). 
Social security scheme 

Whether or not a trainee or temporary employee is obliged to pay into the statutory 
healthcare scheme is generally determined by the legislation in the country in whic h the 

https://www.dvka.de/de/versicherte/studierende_und_praktikanten/studierende_und_praktikanten.html
https://www.eures-deutschland.de/arbeiten-und-ausbildung-in-deutschland/
http://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en
https://ec.europa.eu/employment_social/empl_portal/SSRinEU/Your%20social%20security%20rights%20in%20Germany_de.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/employment_social/empl_portal/SSRinEU/Your%20social%20security%20rights%20in%20Germany_de.pdf
http://https/www.gesetze-im-internet.de/freiz_gg_eu_2004/
http://https/www.gesetze-im-internet.de/freiz_gg_eu_2004/
https://www.arbeitsagentur.de/fuer-menschen-aus-dem-ausland/migration-check-english
https://www.arbeitsagentur.de/fuer-menschen-aus-dem-ausland/migration-check-english
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/englisch_aufenthg/englisch_aufenthg.html
http://www.anerkennung-in-deutschland.de/html/en/
https://www.arbeitsagentur.de/en/welcome
https://www.bibb.de/dokumente/pdf/bmbf_berufsbildungsreformgesetz_en.pdf
http://www.kmk.org/fileadmin/Dateien/veroeffentlichungen_beschluesse/2015/2015_03_12-RV-Berufsschule.pdf
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/baf_g/BJNR014090971.html
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traineeship or job is being performed. Provided they only stay temporarily, young 
Germans working in an EU/EFTA member state can also use their European Health 
Insurance Card (EHIC). 

Information for trainees and young workers on health insurance and insurance sc hemes 
abroad is available here: 

• Website of the Deutsche Verbindungsstelle Krankenversicherung – Ausland (DVKA) 
with information for students and trainees about health insurance in Germany 

• The EURES Job Mobility Portal has information on insurance schemes abroad 

• Website of the Information and Support Center for vocational training abroad 
(Informations- und Beratungsstelle für Auslandsaufenthalte in der beruflichen Bildung, 
IBS) with information about insurance cover for young people staying abroa 

• Website of German Pension Insurance (Deutsche Rentenversicherung) with 
information about pension insurance contributions while working abroad  

Rights and obligations 

Young people from Germany who start work in any foreign country are c overed by the 
relevant laws and tax regulations in these countries. Under the Act on the General 
Freedom of Movement for EU Citizens (Gesetz über die allgemeine Freizügigkeit von 
Unionsbürgern) , they do not need a work permit for EU/EFTA member states. 

Tax arrangements 

Young people from Germany who go abroad to work are covered by the relevant laws 
and tax regulations in the host country. 

The website of the Federal Employment Agency (Bundesagentur für Arbeit) provides 
information for young people who are interested in working abroad. 

3.8 Development of entrepreneurship competence 
Policy Framework 
Young people’s entrepreneurial skills are developed in the context of formal education as 
well as non-formal education by means of a variety of public programmes and initiatives, 
but also by the private sector. The aim is to assist young people to develop 
entrepreneurial skills from an early age at school, in vocational training and at university. 
This is Germany’s response to the Entrepreneurship 2020 Action Plan of the European 
Commission, which seeks to strengthen entrepreneurship education for young people. 

Several documents by the Standing Conference of the Ministers of Education and Cultural 
Affairs of the Länder (Kultusministerkonferenz) provide a framework to foster young 
people’s entrepreneurship competence in education. These include: 
• Agreement on types of school and courses of education at lower secondary level 

(Vereinbarung über die Schularten und Bildungsgänge im Sekundarbereich I) dated 2 
June 2006 . It says that preparation for employment and the working world is 
mandatory for all educational pathways. 

• Framework agreement on vocational colleges (Rahmenvereinbarung über die 
Berufsschule) dated 20 September 2019. It says that one aim for vocational c olleges 
is to offer an overview of educational and vocational development prospects including 
entrepreneurial independence and to support pupils in planning their careers and 
future lives independently. 

  

https://www.dvka.de/de/versicherte/studierende_und_praktikanten/studierende_und_praktikanten.html
https://ec.europa.eu/eures/main.jsp?acro=lw&lang=de&catId=490&parentId=0
https://www.go-ibs.de/vorbereitung-planung/versicherung-sicherheit/
https://www.go-ibs.de/vorbereitung-planung/versicherung-sicherheit/
https://www.deutsche-rentenversicherung.de/DRV/DE/Rente/Ausland/Arbeiten-im-Ausland/arbeiten-im-ausland_node.html
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/freiz_gg_eu_2004/
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/freiz_gg_eu_2004/
https://www.arbeitsagentur.de/vor-ort/zav/content/1533719786307
https://www.arbeitsagentur.de/vor-ort/zav/content/1533719786307
https://ec.europa.eu/growth/smes/supporting-entrepreneurship_en
http://www.kmk.org/
https://www.kmk.org/fileadmin/Dateien/pdf/PresseUndAktuelles/Beschluesse_Veroeffentlichungen/allg_Schulwesen/Schulart_Bildungsg_Sek1.pdf
http://www.kmk.org/fileadmin/Dateien/veroeffentlichungen_beschluesse/2015/2015_03_12-RV-Berufsschule.pdf
http://www.kmk.org/fileadmin/Dateien/veroeffentlichungen_beschluesse/2015/2015_03_12-RV-Berufsschule.pdf
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Formal learning 
Incorporation of entrepreneurship competence into curricula 

There is no national strategy for the development of entrepreneurship competence 
among young people. In the formal learning environment, entrepreneurial skills and 
business education are generally embedded in certain school subjects such as economics, 
politics, social science and labour studies. Due to the legislat ive powers of the federal 
states in the field of education, the situation varies from state to state. Examples: 
• Economics/politics syllabus for upper secondary level (Sekundarstufe II) pupils in 

Schleswig-Holstein 
• Economics/law syllabus for “community schools” in Thuringia (Thüringer 

Gemeinschaftsschule) 
• Economics syllabus for grammar schools (Gymnasium) in Baden-Württemberg   

Business education is also taught as part of school projects or programmes and 
competitions which are not part of regular classes. 

The Federal Ministry of Education and Research (Bundesministerium für Bildung und 
Forschung, BMBF) funds the national Youth Start-Ups (Jugend gründet) competition. The 
competition is for school pupils and apprentices. They develop a business plan and guide 
their simulated business to success. The competition can be offered in schools as part  of 
the curriculum (economics, career orientation, social studies, seminars). However, 
students may choose to participate in the competition outside of sc hool. Since 2015, 
Jugend gründet and WHU – Otto Beisheim School of Management have run a Startup 
Academy that gives pupils a platform to learn the basics of starting a business from real 
business founders. BMBF also supports the economy quiz Competing on Economic 
Knowledge (Wirtschaftswissen im Wettbewerb) run by the Junior Chamber Internat ional 
Germany (Wirtschaftsjunioren Deutschland) in schools across Germany. 
The Federal Ministry for Economic Affairs and Energy (Bundesministerium für Wirt sc haft 
und Energie, BMWi) promotes a range of programmes to strengthen entrepreneurial skills 
of pupils, e.g. 
• Entrepreneurial Spirit in Schools (Unternehmergeist in die Schulen). This programme 

helps strengthen entrepreneurial thinking and action among young people. Pupils c an 
gain some practical experience in business projects and take responsibilit y for their 
own student companies. They are also offered information on init iat ives that assist 
them in implementing business projects at school. 

• The programme JUNIOR – Wirtschaft erleben gives upper and lower secondary school 
pupils across Germany a legal and organisational framework for founding student 
companies. It offers career guidance, helps pupils to gain key skills, promotes 
vocational training readiness and career opportunities among young people, and 
teaches business knowledge. 

Start-up BW@School is a sub-project of the Baden Württemberg campaign Start-up BW 
that started in 2017. Activities include classes preparing for an interview with an 
entrepreneur together with their teacher. The project is supported by the Ministry of 
Economic Affairs, Labour and Housing (Ministerium für Wirtschaft, Arbeit und 
Wohnungsbau Baden-Württemberg) in cooperation with the Ministry of Education, Youth 
and Sports (Ministerium für Kultus, Jugend und Sport). 

An overview of how business education is embedded in specific school subjec ts c an be 
found in the report on economic education at schools providing general education 
(Wirtschaftliche Bildung an allgemein bildenden Schulen) by the Standing Conference of 
the Ministers of Education and Cultural Affairs (Kultusministerkonferenz). 

https://lehrplan.lernnetz.de/index.php?wahl=244
https://lehrplan.lernnetz.de/index.php?wahl=244
https://www.schulportal-thueringen.de/gewi_unterricht/wirtschaft_und_recht
http://www.bildungsplaene-bw.de/,Lde/LS/BP2016BW_ALLG_GYM_WI%20%C2%A0
http://www.bildungsplaene-bw.de/,Lde/LS/BP2016BW_ALLG_GYM_WI%20%C2%A0
https://www.kmk.org/themen/allgemeinbildende-schulen/weitere-unterrichtsinhalte/wirtschaftliche-bildung-und-verbraucherbildung.html
http://www.bmbf.de/
http://www.bmbf.de/
https://www.jugend-gruendet.de/
http://startup-academy.info/
http://startup-academy.info/
https://www.wjd.de/wjd_was_wir_tun_Projekte.WJD?ActiveID=14558
https://en.wjd.de/
https://en.wjd.de/
http://www.bmwi.de/
http://www.bmwi.de/
https://www.unternehmergeist-macht-schule.de/EN/englisch_node.html
https://www.junior-programme.de/startseite
https://startupbw-at-school.de/
https://www.startupbw.de/themen/young-talents/
https://www.kmk.org/fileadmin/veroeffentlichungen_beschluesse/2001/2001_10_19_Wirtschaftl_Bildung.pdf
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For more information on the state of play in entrepreneurship education in Germany, see 
the country report for Germany 2018/19 (Länderbericht Deutschland 2018/19) of the 
Global Entrepreneurship Monitor. 

In the field of vocational training, depending on the profession in question the c urricula 
covers business administration, entrepreneurship and the basics of start ing a business 
(e.g., in the curriculum for retail service occupations). 

Higher education 
Courses offered by universities also include entrepreneurship. In July 2017, there were 
133 entrepreneurship professorships in Germany at public and private universities, 
especially in North Rhine-Westphalia, Bavaria and Lower Saxony. Universities with study 
courses and programmes relating to entrepreneurship (education): 

• TUM Entrepreneurship Education at TU Munich University (Technische Universität 
München), 

• Research and Teaching Centre for Entrepreneurial Thinking and Behavior (Forschungs- 
und Lehrzentrum für unternehmerisches Denken und Handeln) at the University of 
Kassel with their Innovation! ideas workshop that provides an opportunity for students 
to build on their own ideas and plan and test them. 

• Courses for student teachers at the chair of entrepreneurship and business education 
(Lehrstuhl Entrepreneurship und Ökonomische Bildung) at TU Dortmund University, 

• Lectures in startup management and entrepreneurship at the Endowed Chair of 
Entrepreneurship (Stiftungsprofessur Entrepreneurship) at Carl von Ossietzky 
University of Oldenburg 

• Courses in entrepreneurship education at Freie Universität Berlin and Charité 
university hospital Berlin 

• Master of Arts in Entrepreneurship at SRH Berlin University of Applied Sciences 
• Master of Science in Entrepreneurship and SME Management at the University of 

Siegen (Universität Siegen), 
• Master of Arts in Innopreneurship (Innovation and Entrepreneurship) at the University 

of Duisburg-Essen 

In 2017, Bavaria introduced a programme to fund entrepreneurship education with a 
focus on digitalisation at several Bavarian universities. The total budget for the next 
years runs to 8.4 million euros. 
See also the portal www.exist.de with further information about university- and research-
based start-ups. 

Assessment of learning outcomes 
School pupils are generally given a report card (Zeugnis) after the first and second half of 
the school year documenting the level of skills and knowledge acquired. Often the report  
cards make mention of their learning style and social skills. Learning outcomes for school 
subjects in upper secondary education are defined in terms of standardised requirements 
for Abitur exams (Abitur = German upper secondary school diploma qualifying holders for 
university admission) (Einheitliche Prüfungsanforderungen in der Abiturprüfung) that are 
adopted by the Standing Conference of the Ministers of Education and Cultural Affairs 
(Kultusministerkonferenz). This also applies to subjects in the field of ent repreneurship 
and business education, such as economics or social sciences and politics. 

The recommendation of the Standing Conference of the Ministers of Education and 
Cultural Affairs (Kultusministerkonferenz) on recognising and grading non-formal learning 
achievements gained at lower secondary level (Empfehlung zur Anerkennung und 
Bewertung einer außerunterrichtlich erbrachten Lernleistung in der Sekundarstufe I) 
proposes that extracurricular activities and commitments, in particular traineeships and 

https://www.gemconsortium.org/report/gem-national-report-germany-2018-2019
https://www.bibb.de/de/16648.php
https://www.bmwi.de/Redaktion/DE/Publikationen/Mittelstand/unternehmensgruendungen-und-gruendergeist-in-deutschland.pdf?__blob=publicationFile&v=26
https://www.tum.de/wirtschaft/entrepreneurship/education/
https://www.tum.de/wirtschaft/entrepreneurship/education/
https://www.uni-kassel.de/ukt/forschungs-und-lehrzentrum-fuer-unternehmerisches-denken-und-handeln/dienstleistungen-und-beratung/workshops/ideenwerkstatt-innovation.html
https://www.uni-kassel.de/ukt/forschungs-und-lehrzentrum-fuer-unternehmerisches-denken-und-handeln/dienstleistungen-und-beratung/workshops/ideenwerkstatt-innovation.html
https://www.wiwi.tu-dortmund.de/wiwi/leo/de/einrichtung/index.html
https://uol.de/entrepreneurship/lehrangebot
https://www.fu-berlin.de/sites/profund/index.html
https://www.fu-berlin.de/sites/profund/index.html
https://www.srh-hochschule-berlin.de/en/study-programmes/master/entrepreneurship/
https://www.wiwi.uni-siegen.de/business-studieren/master/master-sbm.html
https://www.uni-due.de/studienangebote/studiengang.php?id=167
https://www.km.bayern.de/studenten/meldung/5249/entrepreneurship-ausbildung-mit-schwerpunkt-digitalisierung-wird-finanziell-unterstuetzt.html
http://www.exist.de/
http://www.kmk.org/fileadmin/Dateien/veroeffentlichungen_beschluesse/1989/1989_12_01-EPA-Wirtschaft.pdf
http://www.kmk.org/fileadmin/Dateien/veroeffentlichungen_beschluesse/1989/1989_12_01-EPA-Sozialk-Politik.pdf
https://www.kmk.org/fileadmin/veroeffentlichungen_beschluesse/2012/2012_12_06-Zertifizierung.pdf
https://www.kmk.org/fileadmin/veroeffentlichungen_beschluesse/2012/2012_12_06-Zertifizierung.pdf
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competition entries, can be recognised as equivalent to formal education if the activity or 
commitment is shown to have resulted in a learning achievement. 
Apprentices and university students also receive a final certificate when f inishing their 
vocational training (apprenticeship) or degree course. 
Some universities offer certificates to students who have successfully completed 
business- and/or entrepreneurship-related courses, e.g. 
• the certificate uniENTREPRENEUR at the University of Freiburg 

• a Business and Management certificate at the University of Tübingen 

• an entrepreneurship certificate at Saarland University , 
• a workshop certificate and the CEDUS startup certificate (CEDUS-Gründungszertifikat ) 

at the Center for Entrepreneurship at Heinrich Heine University Düsseldorf.  

Partnerships/Networks 
Business and entrepreneurship education also happens through the cooperation with 
partners outside of school involving enterprises, youth services organisations or public  
authorities and others. 

Networks such as SCHULEWIRTSCHAFT promote collaboration between schools and 
businesses across all school types and industries. 

The cross-industry Young Entrepreneurs network (DIE JUNGEN UNTERNEHMER) running 
the Pupils in the Director's Chair (Schüler im Chefsessel) project since 1980. It gives 
school pupils a realistic insight into being an entrepreneur. The project is a c ompet it ion 
for pupils at comprehensive schools, grammar schools and vocational c olleges aged 15 
and over. They spend a day shadowing an entrepreneur at their place of business. Pupils 
get to know the company and the employees, take part in consultations and c ustomer 
meetings, and then write an essay on their experiences. The essays are rated by a 
regional panel of judges. 

The project startup@school is carried out in several federal states (BadenWürt temberg, 
Rheinhessen, Berlin). The Innovations in Education association (Innovationen in der 
Bildung e.V.) cooperates with various partners such as the Chambers of Indust ry and 
Commerce (Industrie- und Handelskammern) in Saxony (Chemnitz), Rhineland-
Palatinate (Rheinhessen) and Lower Saxony (Lüneburg-Wolfsburg). The aim is to teach 
the basics of economics and business administration. 

Non-formal and informal learning 
Outside of formal education, associations, initiatives and foundations aim to teach 
entrepreneurial skills. Non-school-based youth education (Jugendbildung), including 
science and technology education, helps to encourage young people to develop 
entrepreneurial and employment skills. Organisations in this respect include the state 
associations for science and technology-based youth education (Landesverbände für 
naturwissenschaftlich-technische Jugendbildung) and Technische Jugendfreizeit- und 
Bildungsgesellschaft (tjfbg) gGmbH, a non-profit organisation. 

The consortium of junior-led organisations in Germany (Arbeitsgemeinschaft der 
Juniorenfirmen Deutschland e.V.) teaches school pupils and apprentices about 
entrepreneurship and self-employment. 

For more information on the role of youth work in entrepreneurial learning in Germany, 
cf. the European Union publication “Taking the future into their own hands. Youth work 
and entrepreneurial learning”  
Recognition 

To date, there is no nationwide system for recognising personal learning outcomes 
achieved in informal and non-formal settings. The most widely known qualitative portfolio 

https://www.zfs.uni-freiburg.de/de/gruendungs-akademie/zertifikat-uni-entrepreneur
https://uni-tuebingen.de/studium/studienangebot/schluesselqualifikationen-das-studium-professionale/zertifikate/zertifikat-business-management/
https://www.kwt-uni-saarland.de/de/bereiche/unternehmensgruendungen/gruender-qualifizierung/zertifikat-entrepreneurship.html
https://www.cedus.hhu.de/gruendungslehre.html
https://www.kmk.org/themen/allgemeinbildende-schulen/weitere-unterrichtsinhalte/wirtschaftliche-bildung-und-verbraucherbildung.html
https://www.kmk.org/themen/allgemeinbildende-schulen/weitere-unterrichtsinhalte/wirtschaftliche-bildung-und-verbraucherbildung.html
https://www.kmk.org/themen/allgemeinbildende-schulen/weitere-unterrichtsinhalte/wirtschaftliche-bildung-und-verbraucherbildung.html
https://www.schulewirtschaft.de/www/schulewirtschaft.nsf/ID/EN_Home
https://www.junge-unternehmer.eu/aktionen/schueler-im-chefsessel.html
https://www.startup-at-school.de/DE/Home/Willkommen/K108.htm
https://startupbw-at-school.de/
https://www.rheinhessen.ihk24.de/aus-weiterbildung/berufsorientierung/startup-school-3818186
https://de.berlinstartupschool.com/
https://www.rheinhessen.ihk24.de/
http://www.arge-juniorenfirmen.de/
http://www.arge-juniorenfirmen.de/
https://publications.europa.eu/fr/publication-detail/-/publication/8f5910d8-6b64-11e7-b2f2-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF
https://publications.europa.eu/fr/publication-detail/-/publication/8f5910d8-6b64-11e7-b2f2-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF
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system in Germany is ProfilPASS https://www.profilpass.de/. It helps document both 
formal qualifications from school and vocational training as well as competencies and 
skills gained in non-formal and informal learning environments. The ProfilPass for young 
people (ProfilPass für junge Menschen) website is aimed specifically at young people. 

The Valikom initiative was funded by the Federal Ministry of Education and Research 
(Bundesministerium für Bildung und Forschung) from 2015 to 2018. The initiative aims to 
develop standards to determine vocational skills gained in the workplace and in non-
formal settings by individuals with no formal vocational qualifications. Funding (2018-
2020): approx. 10 million euros. The resulting validation system was introduced in 
November 2018 in 30 chambers of arts and crafts, trade and indust ry, and agric ulture 
across Germany under the ValiKom Transfer project. By the end of 2019, 271 validat ion 
processes had been concluded. 

The Action Alliance for International Recognition (Aktionsbündnis Anerkennung 
International) works to ensure the recognition by society of skills gained by young people 
during an international activity (youth exchanges, volunteer programmes, etc.). It brings 
together various bodies from civil society, social partners, educational inst itutions, the 
federal government, federal states and local authorities, education and youth policy 
agencies and industry as a single alliance. The Alliance supports exchanges and 
networking through campaigns and events and advertises the potential of international 
and European youth work for young people and society at large. 

Youthpass is the European recognition tool for non-formal and informal learning under 
the Erasmus+ Youth in Action programme and the European Solidarity Corps (ESC). 
Young people and youth work experts use Youthpass to document and advertise the 
competences they gain by participating in youth mobility projects funded under the 
Erasmus+ programme and ESC. Youthpass is based around the eight key c ompetences 
for lifelong learning that are uniform across Europe. In 2019 a total of 158,618 
Youthpass certificates were issued to individuals working in 8,452 projects run by 4,866 
organisations. Young people benefit in particular from developing social, foreign language 
and intercultural skills, as well as from learning personal initiative and gaining 
entrepreneurial experience. Youthpass is continuously monitored and developed on the 
basis of feedback so that participants can learn to become bet ter judges of their own 
abilities. As a result, the Youthpass process encourages participants to take responsibility 
for their own learning and personal development – which also makes it a key tool for 
developing professional competences, too. 

For more information on the recognition of non-formal and informal learning 
achievements in Germany, cf. also the country report for Germany, part of the European 
inventory on validation of non-formal and informal learning. 

The subject of non-formal and informal learning achievements is also covered in the 
Youth Wiki chapter on Education and Training, specifically the section “Validation of non-
formal and informal learning".  
Educators support in entrepreneurship education 

Target groups: Teachers at mainstream and vocational schools and colleges, vocational 
instructors, non-formal education providers, youth work experts 

Access to continuing professional development 
In Germany, continuing professional development (CPD) and adult education are 
regulated by law. The federal states are responsible for providing the necessary 
framework. Since the federal states carry responsibility for education, basic and 
advanced training for teachers is also regulated at the state level. Advanced teacher 
training is provided by advanced teacher training colleges in the federal states (Inst itute 
der Bundesländer zur Lehrerfortbildung). Teachers and vocational instructors c an use a 
certain number of training days each year for CPD so as to keep their skills up to date. 

http://profilpass-fuer-junge-menschen.de/
https://www.validierungsverfahren.de/startseite/
https://www.bmbf.de/upload_filestore/pub/Berufsbildungsbericht_2020.pdf
https://www.bmbf.de/upload_filestore/pub/Berufsbildungsbericht_2020.pdf
http://www.buendnis-anerkennung.de/
http://www.buendnis-anerkennung.de/
http://www.youthpass.eu/
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=URISERV:c11090
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=URISERV:c11090
https://www.youthpass.eu/en/about-youthpass/statistics/
https://www.youthpass.eu/en/about-youthpass/statistics/
https://www.youthpass.eu/en/about-youthpass/statistics/
https://www.cedefop.europa.eu/en/events-and-projects/projects/validation-non-formal-and-informal-learning/european-inventory
https://www.cedefop.europa.eu/en/events-and-projects/projects/validation-non-formal-and-informal-learning/european-inventory
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Educational leave (Bildungsurlaub) is a specific form of CPD that can be career-related or 
focus on civic education. 
Depending on the company and industry, the individuals responsible for teaching 
apprentices in a company must have passed an appropriate aptitude test 
(Ausbildungseignungstest) or Meisterprüfung (master craftsman examination). 

Providers of CPD in the field of entrepreneurship education 
• Teacher training institutes in the federal states: CPD training in a range of areas 

including economics and business-related subjects. 

• Training institutes of the employer and industry associations in all Länder belonging to 
the consortium of training institutes in German industry (Arbeitsgemeinschaft der 
Bildungswerke der Deutschen Wirtschaft, ADBW): CPD courses relating to 
entrepreneurship education. 

• Members of the SCHULEWIRTSCHAFT network: CPD for teachers on economics. 

• Entrepreneurial Spirit in Schools initiative (Unternehmergeist in die Schulen): E-
training courses for teachers on entrepreneurship education. 

• Training by the team behind the Youth Start-Ups (Jugend gründet) school competition 
scheme in the form of webinars to be integrated into classroom teaching. 

• Adult education centres (Volkshochschulen): CPD training on entrepreneurial skills. 

• Joachim Herz foundation (Joachim-Herz-Stiftung): Projects for learners, teachers and 
researchers on economics subjects and CPD courses for teachers on entrepreneurship. 

For more information on teacher training at universities and colleges, see also “Higher 
education”. 
Examples of websites, manuals etc. on entrepreneurship education 

• Multimedia teaching pack “60 years of the social market system” (60 Jahre Soziale 
Marktwirtschaft) by the Federal Ministry for Economic Affairs and Energy 
(Bundesministerium für Wirtschaft und Energie, BMWi) in cooperation with Zeitbild 
publishing house to help teachers prepare lesson plans 

• Encouraging personal initiative and the motivation to learn with entrepreneurial 
teaching: a practical guide for CPD for teachers (Eigeninitiative und Lernmot ivat ion 
fördern mit Entrepreneurial Teaching. Ein Praxishandbuch für die Lehrerfortbildung). 
German Children and Youth Foundation (Deutsche Kinder- und Jugendstiftung) 

• Guide to Entrepreneurship Education: Generating enthusiasm and discovering talent 
(Leitfaden Entrepreneurship Education - Begeisterung wecken, Talente entdecken) by 
BMWi and other partners 

• Learning module on entrepreneurship (Lernmodule Unternehmerisch Denken und 
Handeln) for use in economics lessons by the Institute for Economic Education 
(Institut für ökonomische Bildung, IÖB) in cooperation with the Joachim Herz 
foundation (Joachim-Herz-Stiftung) 

Economy and society (Ökonomie und Gesellschaft), anthology published as part  of the 
Federal Agency for Civic Education’s (Bundeszentrale für politische Bildung, bpb) Themen 
und Materialien series. Collection of articles on economically driven political and soc ietal 
problems, prepared for educational use from heterodox sociological, political science and 
economic perspectives. 

  

https://www.etuc.org/en/publication/european-quality-framework-apprenticeships
https://lehrerfortbildung.de/service/links-zu-institutionen
https://www.adbw.org/mitgl_standorte.php
https://www.adbw.org/mitgl_standorte.php
https://www.schulewirtschaft.de/www/schulewirtschaft.nsf/ID/EN_Home
https://www.unternehmergeist-macht-schule.de/DE/HilfenundTipps/eTraining/node.html
https://www.jugend-gruendet.de/lehrkraefte-betreuer/webinar0/
http://https/www.joachim-herz-stiftung.de/was-wir-tun/wirtschaft-verstehen-gestalten/
https://www.zeitbild.de/wp-content/uploads/2009/02/7ABMarkt12091.pdf
https://www.dkjs.de/fileadmin/Redaktion/Dokumente/themen/Jugend_Zukunft/Entrepreneur_Teaching_DKJS_2014.pdf
http://file/C:/Users/WOLFDK%7E1/AppData/Local/Temp/20151005-Entrepreneurship-Education-Begeisterung-wecken-Talente-entdecken.pdf
https://www.joachim-herz-stiftung.de/service/aktuelles/neue-unterrichtsmaterialien-fuer-die-entrepreneurship-education
https://www.bpb.de/shop/lernen/themen-und-materialien/200345/oekonomie-und-gesellschaft
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3.9 Start-up funding for young entrepreneurs 
Entrepreneurs have access to a comprehensive range of support services during the 
start-up phase. 

Access to information 
The federal government (Bund) and the states (Länder) fund advisory services for start-
ups (and company takeovers). The federal government funds the start-ups after launch, 
the states fund the pre-launch phase. The competent ministries are, at federal level, the 
Federal Ministry for Economic Affairs and Energy (Bundesministerium für Wirtsc haft und 
Energie, BMWi) and, at federal state level, the respective ministries in charge of 
economics and entrepreneurship. 

Chambers of commerce and industry (Industrie- und Handelskammern), chambers of 
trades and crafts (Handwerkskammern) and local business development organisations 
(kommunale Wirtschaftsförderer) also offer extensive advisory services to young people 
and adults alike. 
BMWi runs a number of portals with information for start-ups. These services are also 
aimed at young entrepreneurs. 
• www.foerderdatenbank.de – funding database and tips on support for start-ups 

• www.existenzgruender.de – comprehensive information about starting a business and 
contact details for public bodies and institutions offering start-up advice 

• www.existenzgruenderinnen.de – information for young) female entrepreneurs 

• www.exist.de – scheme providing support for university- and research-based start-ups 
in the early phase 

• gruenderplattform.de/ – guide to finding the right public bodies and authorit ies with 
information about the formalities of starting a business 

• www.nexxt-change.org – partner-run platform to match business owners interested in 
succession with young entrepreneurs 

• https://efre-bw.de/wirtschaft-4u/ by BMWi specifically for children, adolescents and 
school pupils - information about starting a student-run business (Schülerfirma)  

Links to further information 

• BMWi GründerZeiten booklet, issue 06: Financing start-ups 
(Existenzgründungsfinanzierung) 

• BMWi GründerZeiten booklet, issue 28: Start-ups – Financing and venture capital 
(Start-ups: Finanzierung und Wagniskapital) 

• Information about start-up activities in Germany in the 2020 Start-up report 
(Gründungsmonitor 2020) of KfW (Kreditanstalt für Wiederaufbau) banking group 

Access to capital 
The federal government contributes to consulting costs for existing young enterprises, 
businesses, and businesses in difficulty with grants under the “promoting entrepreneurial 
know-how” scheme (Förderung unternehmerischen Know-hows). The scheme is co-
financed by the European Union’s European Social Fund (ESF). The federal states help 
with the cost of advisory services and/or provide free start-up advice for the pre- launch 
phase. 

BMWi has various funding schemes for young entrepreneurs and start-ups. These 
include: 

https://www.bmwi.de/Navigation/DE/Home/home.html
https://www.bmwi.de/Navigation/DE/Home/home.html
http://www.foerderdatenbank.de/
http://www.existenzgruender.de/
http://www.existenzgruenderinnen.de/
http://www.exist.de/
https://gruenderplattform.de/
http://www.nexxt-change.org/
https://efre-bw.de/wirtschaft-4u/
https://www.existenzgruender.de/SharedDocs/Downloads/DE/GruenderZeiten/GruenderZeiten-06.html?nn=69120
https://www.existenzgruender.de/SharedDocs/Downloads/EN/GruenderZeiten-englisch/GruenderZeiten-28-engl.html?nn=41218
https://www.kfw.de/KfW-Konzern/KfW-Research/KfW-Gr%C3%BCndungsmonitor.html
https://www.bafa.de/DE/Wirtschafts_Mittelstandsfoerderung/Beratung_Finanzierung/Unternehmensberatung/unternehmensberatung_node.html
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• EXIST scholarship scheme for start-ups (Gründerstipendium): a nat ionwide support 
scheme for innovative start-ups from universities and other research institutions 
during the early phase of development. 

• ERP start-up loans scheme (Gründerkredit): low-interest loans for business and 
freelance start-ups and young enterprises for up to five years after launch. 

• Digital innovations competition (Gründerwettbewerb Digitale Innovationen): supports 
innovative start-ups in the ICT industry. 

• INVEST contribution to venture capital (Zuschuss für Wagniskapital): income tax-
exempt venture capital grant for private investors (business angels) who invest in 
innovative young start-ups and keep their stake for at least three years. 

Deutsche Börse Venture Network, established in 2015, is based on a BMWi initiative that  
called a round table to discuss financing for young enterprises. The network matches 
young, fast-growing enterprises with international investors to help the young businesses 
finance their growth effectively and build a broad network of contacts. 

BMWi also funds a business angels network in Germany (Business Angels Netzwerk 
Deutschland e.V.), an umbrella association of German private investors, or business 
angels, who provide equity to fund young enterprises. Besides contributing to the 
companies’ venture capital, under the scheme a business angel assists the start-up with 
their expertise. Often, business angels become investors in the company in question. 
They may also become silent partners. Another frequently used option is a c onvertible 
loan that can be converted to an investment at a later stage. 

Example at federal state level 
The state of Brandenburg (Ministry of economics and energy/Ministerium für Wirt sc haft 
und Energie) runs a programme called Meistergründungsprämie Brandenburg that is 
aimed specifically at entrepreneurs holding a master craftsman’s or equivalent  foreign 
qualification to assist them in starting up their own firm or taking over an exist ing c raft  
business. They receive a one-off grant. 

Access to EU funding programmes 
Germany is eligible for the European programme for Employment and Social Innovat ion 
(EaSI)’s Guarantee Financial Instrument for microfinance and social entrepreneurship. As 
of 31 August 2020, no projects from Germany have received funding under the 
programme). 

3.10 Promotion of entrepreneurship culture 
Special events and activities 
The Federal Ministry for Economic Affairs and Energy (Bundesministerium für Wirt sc haft 
und Energie, BMWi) runs an initiative entitled Neue Gründerzeit that brings together 
various assistance schemes, communicates with target groups and informs interested 
parties about existing competitions, such as Deutscher Gründerpreis or 
Gründerwettbewerb Digitale Innovationen, in an attempt to strengthen Germany’s start -
up culture. See also the section “Start-up funding for young entrepreneurs”. 
Startup Week Germany (Gründerwoche Deutschland) is a week of events across 
Germany by BMWi intended to create a new start-up culture and start-up-friendly climate 
in Germany. One of its goals is to motivate young people to think and act like 
entrepreneurs, to encourage them to develop entrepreneurial expertise, to stimulate 
their creativity, to share ideas, experiences and opinions relating to start-ups and being 
self-employed, and to showcase initiatives that promote start-up ideas. Gründerwoche 
2020: 16-22 November. 

https://www.exist.de/DE/Programm/Exist-Gruenderstipendium/inhalt.html
https://www.bmwi.de/Redaktion/DE/Artikel/Mittelstand/gruendungsfinanzierung-erp-gruenderkredit.html
http://www.gruenderwettbewerb.de/
http://www.bmwi.de/Redaktion/DE/Dossier/invest.html
https://www.venture-network.com/dbvn-de/
http://www.business-angels.de/
http://www.business-angels.de/
https://www.ilb.de/de/wirtschaft/zuschuesse/meistergruendungspraemie_brandenburg/index.html
https://www.eif.org/what_we_do/microfinance/easi/easi-signatures.pdf
https://www.bmwi.de/Navigation/DE/Home/home.html
https://www.bmwi.de/Navigation/DE/Home/home.html
https://www.deutscher-gruenderpreis.de/
http://www.gruenderwettbewerb.de/
https://national-policies.eacea.ec.europa.eu/youthwiki/chapters/germany/39-start-up-funding-for-young-entrepreneurs
https://www.gruenderwoche.de/
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FRAUEN unternehmen (Women do business) is run jointly by BMWi and the Federal 
Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth (Bundesministerium für 
Familie, Senioren, Frauen und Jugend). It was launched in 2014 and is dedicated to 
promoting entrepreneurship among women. Woman entrepreneurs from across Germany 
attend events as role models to pass on their experiences to female pupils, apprent ic es, 
students, graduates and women interested in starting a business. 
BMWi, various education ministries in the federal states and education initiatives support 
the largest online start-up simulation game in Germany, the German student 
entrepreneurs award (Deutscher Gründerpreis für Schüler). Young people from schools 
and vocational colleges aged 16 and over can turn their ideas into fictional business 
concepts, including a business plan and marketing strategy. The game aims to foster the 
start-up climate in Germany. BMWi also supports the federal student c ompany c ontest 
(Bundes-Schülerfirmen-Contest). Student companies present their business ideas and 
how their work is organised online. The winning student company is awarded a cash 
prize. 
The entrepreneurship challenge (Herausforderung Unternehmertum) project run by 
Studienförderwerk Klaus Murmann, a scholarship organisation, is sponsored by BMWi. 
The programme is aimed at students who wish to gain entrepreneurial skills during their 
studies. Students can apply once a year by submitting their start-up and projec t ideas 
and may receive a grant of up to 15,000 euros. 

Networks and partnerships 
The German Children and Youth Foundation (Deutsche Kinder-und Jugendstiftung) 
coordinates a network of student companies . The network's advisors advise student 
companies and teachers and help them with questions relating to student company work. 
The network awards a quality label called KLASSE UNTERNEHMEN. 

SchulePLUS promotes connections between schools and school partners such as 
businesses, associations and experts from across Germany. Amongst other things, pupils 
join businesses, start-ups and universities to organise various events that aim to provide 
them with career guidance. SchulePLUS runs a platform called schülerpraktikum.de that  
businesses across Germany can use to advertise internship places for pupils. 
The Berlin Senate Department for Economics, Energy and Public Enterprises (Berliner 
Senatsverwaltung für Wirtschaft, Energie und Betriebe) works with partner organisations 
in the Unternehmergeist macht Schule in Berlin network. The network aims to show 
school pupils that economic subjects are fun and interesting. 

For more information on partnerships that promote entrepreneurship in formal education, 
see also the section “Development of entrepreneurship competence”. 

3.11 Current debates and reforms 
Forthcoming policy developments 
According to the 2020 Report on vocational education and training (Berufsbildungsbericht 
2020), current challenges for the vocational training field include: 
• the situation on the vocational training market 

• the decline in the number of individuals undergoing dual apprenticeships 

• vocational training in the fields of healthcare, education and social services 
• better matching of supply and demand 

• an increase in the number of terminated contracts 

• factors influencing career choices 

• companies’ contribution towards vocational training 

https://www.existenzgruenderinnen.de/DE/Vernetzung/Frauen-unternehmen/frauen-unternehmen_node.html
https://www.dgp-schueler.de/top/wettbewerb.html
https://www.bundes-schuelerfirmen-contest.de/
https://www.herausforderung-unternehmertum.de/
https://www.fachnetzwerk.net/home.html
https://www.schule-plus.de/
https://www.sch%C3%BClerpraktikum.de/
http://www.berlin.de/sen/wirtschaft/gruenden-und-foerdern/gruendungs-und-startup-foerderung/schuelerfirmen/artikel.109049.php
https://national-policies.eacea.ec.europa.eu/youthwiki/chapters/germany/38-development-of-entrepreneurship-competence
https://www.bmbf.de/upload_filestore/pub/Berufsbildungsbericht_2020.pdf
https://www.bmbf.de/upload_filestore/pub/Berufsbildungsbericht_2020.pdf
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• the number of adults without a vocational qualification. 
In June 2019 the federal government discussed a draft bill to modernise and strengthen 
vocational education and training (Gesetzentwurf zur Modernisierung und Stärkung der 
beruflichen Bildung). It seeks to modernise and strengthen Germany’s dual system of 
vocational training by, amongst other things, introducing minimum pay for apprent ic es. 
The major intended changes include: 

• Minimum pay for apprentices under the Vocational Training Act (Berufsbildungsgesetz, 
BBiG) 

• Strengthening and developing vocational training schemes leading to higher 
qualifications by offering transparent, modular vocational courses and rec ognisable, 
attractive qualification names 

• More flexible deployment of graders in final exams 
• Greater permeability within the vocational training system as a whole; e.g., possibilit y 

to waive examination requirements if candidates have relevant formal vocational 
experience 

• More part-time vocational training schemes.  

Ongoing debates 
In connection with the recognition of skills gained by young people in non-formal and 
informal learning environments, an informal group of writers from across various 
organisations has published a white paper entitled Recognising young people's 
competencies – promoting career entry (Kompetenzen junger Menschen anerkennen – 
den Berufseinstieg fördern). The paper offers basic benchmarks for recognising the non-
formal and informal competencies gained by young people as they work go gain a 
qualification. It contributes to the discussion on developing the German Qualif ic at ions 
Framework (Deutscher Qualifikationsrahmen, DQR) with a special focus on rec ognising 
non-formal and informal skills gained by young people who are transitioning from school 
to work. 
The Coronavirus pandemic continues to impact heavily on Germany. The Federal Ministry 
of Labour and Social Affairs (Bundesministerium für Arbeit und Soziales, BMAS) has 
adopted a large number of measures to mitigate that impact, including adjustments to 
short-time worker pay (Kurzarbeitergeld) and easier access to basic income 
(Grundsicherung) to help bridge the gap until the situation improves. 

With the Act to promote CPD (Gesetz zur Förderung der beruflichen Weiterbildung im 
Strukturwandel und zur Weiterentwicklung der Ausbildungsförderung, known for short as 
the Arbeit-von-morgen-Gesetz), BMAS has stepped up its efforts in this area, continuing 
to align its CPD support activities with the changes resulting from Germany’s 
demographic development, continuing digitalisation and sustainability. 

 

4. SOCIAL INCLUSION 

In Germany, the term "inclusion" was introduced initially as a technical term originat ing 
in sociological systems theory. It entered colloquial language as a term borrowed from 
English and international parlance and is only gradually becoming established in German. 
In official language, it is mainly used and applied to people with (physical and/or 
intellectual) disabilities, as for example in the term "inclusive school". An alternative term 
in German that is often used in connection with social settings is "integration". 

Germany has adopted various national strategies that also serve the social inc lusion of 
young people. There are those that include all age groups (e.g. Strategy to prevent 

http://dip21.bundestag.de/dip21/btd/19/108/1910815.pdf
http://dip21.bundestag.de/dip21/btd/19/108/1910815.pdf
http://www.jugendsozialarbeit.de/media/raw/Eckpunktepapier_Juni_2016_final.pdf
http://www.jugendsozialarbeit.de/media/raw/Eckpunktepapier_Juni_2016_final.pdf
https://www.dqr.de/
https://www.bmas.de/DE/Schwerpunkte/Arbeit-von-morgen/art-arbeit-von-morgen.html
https://www.bmas.de/DE/Schwerpunkte/Arbeit-von-morgen/art-arbeit-von-morgen.html
https://www.bmas.de/DE/Schwerpunkte/Arbeit-von-morgen/art-arbeit-von-morgen.html
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extremism and promote democracy, Civic commitment strategy) and those directed at 
children and youth (e. g. Youth strategy). See also Strategy for the Social Inc lusion of 
Young People. 

There is also a large variety of programmes and initiatives at national (Bund) and 
regional (Länder) level to promote and support young people’s social integration 
specifically to young people from disadvantaged social backgrounds or who have spec ific 
needs. One major initiative in the past years has been the youth polic y init iative JiVE. 
Youth Work International – Experiencing Diversity (JiVE. Jugendarbeit international - 
Vielfalt erleben). It has been campaigning improved equal opportunities for all young 
people, regardless of their social background or origin, in activities of international youth 
work. See also Inclusive Programmes for Young People and Initiatives Promot ing Soc ial 
Inclusion and Raising Awareness. 

4.1 General context 
Main challenges to social inclusion 
Disadvantages 

Around one quarter of young Germans grow up with disadvantages. In Germany, 
"disadvantage" is taken to mean the presence of various indicators of risk. The three 
most common indicators are poverty, unemployment and poor level of education. Recent 
national reports on education in Germany (Bildung in Deutschland) also use these three 
indicators. The socioeconomic situation of children and young people is composed of the 
disadvantages suffered by their parents, their parents’ educational status (school 
qualification), and the children’s and young people’s dependence on e.g., state welfare. 
- Poverty 

Within the population group 'children and youth', adolescents and, in part ic ular, young 
adults comprise those who have increasingly at risk of poverty over the last  decade in 
particular. 

Over the last few years, the poverty rate has been highest among young adults aged 21 
to 30. According to the German Microcensus, in 2015 the at-risk-of-poverty rate amongst 
under-18s was 19.7% (income year 2015). Around 2.8 million children and young people 
were at risk of poverty. The at-risk-of-poverty rate [The at-risk-of-poverty rate measures 
the spread of relative income poverty. The at-risk-of-poverty rate shows the number of 
people with an equivalised income that falls below 60% of the median equivalised income 
for the population as a whole. The equivalised income is the need-weighted per c apita 
income per household (net).] has increased by 1.5 percentage points since 2010. [1] In 
east Germany, almost one in four young people and one in three young adults (aged 21 
to 30) recently lived on an inadequate income. 

Children from immigrant community families are another high-risk group. Almost  one in 
five children from immigrant families live in poverty. One in three is threatened by 
poverty. In either case, this is true for fewer than half of children of non-immigrant 
families. At present, the influx of children with migrant backgrounds is increasing overall 
child poverty. The proportion of children at risk of poverty amongst unaccompanied 
immigrant minors rose from about 36% to 49% between 2011 and 2015. Of children 
with no migrant background, the figure stayed constant at around 13%. 
Since 2005, with slight fluctuations from year to year, 15 per cent of all under-15s have 
been dependent on social benefit (Sozialgeld) in accordance with Section 28 of Soc ial 
Code Book II (Sozialgesetzbuch, SGB II) for family members who are not capable of 
work who live with those in need of help in a benefits community (Bedarfsgemeinschaft) 
and as such are dependent on state welfare. In 2018, this group comprised a total 
number of approximately 2 million children and young people. Children and young people 
hence represent the largest age group in receipt of benefits under Soc ial Code Book II 

https://national-policies.eacea.ec.europa.eu/youthwiki/chapters/germany/43-strategy-for-the-social-inclusion-of-young-people
https://national-policies.eacea.ec.europa.eu/youthwiki/chapters/germany/43-strategy-for-the-social-inclusion-of-young-people
https://ijab.de/fileadmin/redaktion/PDFs/Forum_Jugendarbeit_Aufsaetze/FJI_2016-2018_-_seiten167-177_-_print_Schwille.pdf
https://ijab.de/fileadmin/redaktion/PDFs/Forum_Jugendarbeit_Aufsaetze/FJI_2016-2018_-_seiten167-177_-_print_Schwille.pdf
https://national-policies.eacea.ec.europa.eu/youthwiki/chapters/germany/44-inclusive-programmes-for-young-people
https://national-policies.eacea.ec.europa.eu/youthwiki/chapters/germany/45-initiatives-promoting-social-inclusion-and-raising-awareness
https://national-policies.eacea.ec.europa.eu/youthwiki/chapters/germany/45-initiatives-promoting-social-inclusion-and-raising-awareness
https://www.bildungsbericht.de/de/bildungsberichte-seit-2006/bildungsbericht-2016
https://www.bmfsfj.de/bmfsfj/service/publikationen/14--kinder--und-jugendbericht/88912?view=DEFAULT
https://www.destatis.de/DE/Publikationen/Datenreport/Downloads/Datenreport2016.pdf?__blob=publicationFile
https://www.bmfsfj.de/blob/119524/f51728a14e3c91c3d8ea657bb01bbab0/familienreport-2017-data.pdf
https://www.destatis.de/GPStatistik/receive/DEHeft_heft_00044426
http://www.dji.de/fileadmin/user_upload/bibs/Kinder-Migrationsreport.pdf
https://www.bmfsfj.de/blob/119524/f51728a14e3c91c3d8ea657bb01bbab0/familienreport-2017-data.pdf
https://www.bmfsfj.de/bmfsfj/service/publikationen/14--kinder--und-jugendbericht/88912?view=DEFAULT
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/glossary-germany
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/sgb_2/
http://biaj.de/images/2018-07-24_teil-1_uvg-sgb2-kinder-u18-kol-alleinerziehende-122006-032018-abb.pdf
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(SGB II). There are major regional variations. For instance, the rate in east Germany 
(25.3 per cent) is almost double that in west Germany (13.4 per cent). 
Another disproportionately large group comprises children from immigrant families that  
receive benefits under Social Code Book II (SGB II ). 
- Children and young people subject to housing exclusion 

There are no reliable statistics on housing exclusion among children and young people. 
The Federal association for assistance for the homeless (Bundesarbeitsgemeinschaft 
Wohnungslosenhilfe, BAG W) estimates that in 2017, around 650 000 persons in 
Germany did not have a home of their own, including 48 000 that lived on the street 
(were homeless). Around 82 000 (30%) of persons subject to housing exclusion lived 
with their partner and/or children. Of the entire group of persons who were subjec t to 
housing exclusion in 2017, BAG W estimated that around 8 % were children and 
underage adolescents (22 000). The number of persons that officially have a refugee 
status who are subject to housing exclusion amounts to 375 000. To date there are no 
reliable statistics on whether and how many children and young people who have c ome 
to Germany in recent years in search of protection and asylum are affected by housing 
exclusion or homelessness. According to a survey published by the German Youth 
Institute in 2017, approx. 37 000 young people (not older than 26 years) in Germany 
don’t have a permanent home, two thirds being males, one third being females. Around 
20 % of them are minors. 
- Poor level of education 

In 2017, 10 per cent of 25 to under 34-year-olds in Germany left school without having 
completed secondary school, 15 per cent of them are unemployed. About one in ten 15-  
to 29-year-olds in Germany is neither in education, training or employment and belongs 
to the group of the so-called NEETs. At 33 %, the share of 30 to under 35-year-olds from 
the immigrant community who have no vocational training qualification is around three 
times as high as their peers who are not from the immigrant community (10 %). 

According to the Education Report 2018, 16 to under 30-year-olds from the immigrant  
community less often attend college or university (15 %) than do their peers who are not 
from the immigrant community (18 %). 

[1] The at-risk-of-poverty rate varies depending on the data source: EU-SILC: 14.6% 
(income year 2014); Microcensus: 19.7% (income year 2015); SOEP: 21.1% (income 
year 2014). 

Other discrimination factors and obstacles to education 

The indicators for disadvantages are not the only factors that can lead to social 
marginalisation and discrimination. Other models cite (additional) risk fac tors such as, 
e.g., growing up with one parent, membership of the immigrant community, or the 
presence of a certain social environment. 

- Immigrant community membership 

The educational qualifications of members of the immigrant community dif fer markedly 
from those of their non-immigrant peers. 17% of the immigrant population aged 15 or 
over have no school qualifications; ; this includes those members of the immigrant 
community who arrived in Germany between 2015 and 2017. Among non-immigrants, 
the rate is 2%. 

- Young refugees 

Young refugees, especially unaccompanied minors and young adults in need of 
assistance, are a new challenge. As at 2 January 2018, there were around 54 144 
unaccompanied minors (29 171) and young people of legal age (24 973) who fell under 
the responsibility of child and youth services. 

- Children and young people with disabilities 

http://www.dji.de/fileadmin/user_upload/bibs/Kinder-Migrationsreport.pdf
http://www.bagw.de/
http://www.bagw.de/
http://www.bagw.de/de/themen/zahl_der_wohnungslosen/index.html
https://www.dji.de/fileadmin/user_upload/bibs2017/Strassenjugendliche_Endbericht.pdf
https://www.dji.de/fileadmin/user_upload/bibs2017/Strassenjugendliche_Endbericht.pdf
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/docserver/eag-2018-47-en.pdf?expires=1540387475&id=id&accname=guest&checksum=F1A2716ECC1B932B11DB2F5600984675
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/docserver/eag-2018-47-en.pdf?expires=1540387475&id=id&accname=guest&checksum=F1A2716ECC1B932B11DB2F5600984675
https://www.bildungsbericht.de/de/bildungsberichte-seit-2006/bildungsbericht-2018/pdf-bildungsbericht-2018/bildungsbericht-2018.pdf
https://www.destatis.de/DE/Methoden/Zensus_/AktuellMigrationshintergrund.html
http://dipbt.bundestag.de/doc/btd/19/045/1904517.pdf
http://dipbt.bundestag.de/doc/btd/19/045/1904517.pdf
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The 13th child and youth report of the federal government (13. Kinder und Jugendbericht 
der Bundesregierung), a regular publication on research into the situation faced by 
children and young people in Germany, took up the situation of children and young 
people with health restrictions and disabilities for the first time in 2009. It  desc ribes a 
number of factors which, however, are discussed in close context with other 
disadvantages. 
The relationship between the health of children and young people and their 
socioeconomic status is also the focus of a study entitled Study on the health of children 
and young people in Germany (Studie zur Gesundheit von Kindern und Jugendlic hen in 
Deutschland, KiGGS), which has been conducted since 2003 by the Robert Koch Institute 
(Robert-Koch-Institut, RKI). Between 2003 and 2006, it was known as Child and youth 
health survey (Kinder- und Jugendgesundheitssurvey). 

- Social background 

In Germany, educational attainment is closely linked to social background. The lower the 
parents’ educational qualifications, the less likely their children are to attend Gymnasium 
(the most academically challenging secondary school type in Germany). In 2015, most  
children under 15 whose parents have a high educational qualification attended 
Gymnasium (61 %). Only very few children from this group (3 %) attend Hauptschule 
(the least academically challenging secondary school type). For c hildren with parents 
with mid-level educational qualifications, Realschule (the option between Gymnasium and 
Hauptschule) is the most frequently chosen option (35 %); only 30 % of children in this 
group attend Gymnasium. They rarely attend Hauptschule (7 %). Conversely, only one in 
seven children with parents with low educational qualifications attend Gymnasium 
(14 %). 22 % of children in this group opt for Hauptschule. 

Academic performance at both primary and secondary school level also varies great ly 
depending on children’s social backgrounds. Children and young people from socially 
disadvantaged families often still have reading difficulties. According to the PISA model of 
achievement levels, this risk group, as it is known, includes youngsters who have not 
reached level 2. Young people from socially disadvantaged backgrounds in Germany 
account for 15 % of this group. The group of high-achieving readers at level 5 or 6 has 
remained stable over time at 9 %, which corresponds to the OECD average. 

- Other factors influencing disadvantage 

Besides those already mentioned, there are other, context-dependent factors that 
influence whether children and young people are disadvantaged. One example is the 
discrimination faced by lesbian, gay, bisexual and trans* young people. 

National surveys containng information on young people's social inclusion 
Regular reporting structures have been established at the federal level c oncerning the 
situation of young people. In accordance with section 84 Social Code Book VIII (SGB 
VIII), a Child and Youth Report (Kinder- und Jugendbericht) is published each 
parliamentary term, last in 2017. 

Since 2001, under the leadership of the Federal Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs 
(Bundesministerium für Arbeit und Soziales, BMAS), the federal government has 
produced and published a national Report on Poverty and Wealth (Armuts- und 
Reichtumsbericht), last in 2017. The report provides an insight into the social situation in 
Germany and covers issues such as income and wealth distribution, disability, childcare, 
investment in education, the level of education of the population, the at-risk-of-poverty 
rate, the impact of social transfers, housing exclusion and so forth. The situation faced by 
children and young people is included in this, with some reports containing separate 
sections on this. The reports summarise research outcomes, describe the main fac tors 
determining the risk of descending into poverty, and identify ways to give systemat ic 
access to opportunities for overcoming disadvantages. These analyses are designed to 
assist policy-makers at various levels in shaping social mobility policies. 

https://www.bmfsfj.de/bmfsfj/service/publikationen/13--kinder--und-jugendbericht/87246?view=DEFAULT
https://www.bmfsfj.de/bmfsfj/service/publikationen/13--kinder--und-jugendbericht/87246?view=DEFAULT
http://www.kiggs-studie.de/deutsch/ergebnisse/kiggs-welle-1/ergebnisbroschuere.html
http://www.kiggs-studie.de/deutsch/ergebnisse/kiggs-welle-1/ergebnisbroschuere.html
http://www.rki.de/
https://www.destatis.de/DE/PresseService/Presse/Pressemitteilungen/2016/09/PD16_312_122pdf.pdf?__blob=publicationFile
http://www.bildungsbericht.de/de/bildungsberichte-seit-2006/bildungsbericht-2016
http://www.dji.de/index.php?id=1555
http://www.dji.de/index.php?id=43264&no_cache=1&tx_solr%5Bq%5D=22150&f=2
https://www.bmfsfj.de/blob/113816/a99ff7d041784d0a41ca295ce4bceb56/15--kinder-und-jugendbericht-data.pdf
http://www.bmas.de/
http://www.armuts-und-reichtumsbericht.de/DE/Startseite/start.html
http://www.armuts-und-reichtumsbericht.de/DE/Startseite/start.html
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In 2017, also under the leadership of BMAS, the federal government adopted the 
2nd Federal Government Report on Participation with regard to the circumstances of 
persons with impairments 2016 (Zweiter Teilhabebericht der Bundesregierung über die 
Lebenslagen von Menschen mit Beeinträchtigungen 2016). It includes people with 
recognised disabilities as well as those who live with health-related impairments but  are 
not formally recognised as disabled or severely disabled. It analyses the factors that 
impact, negatively and positively, the participation of persons with impairments and 
contains indicators that promote participation in the following areas: family and soc ial 
life, education and training, gainful employment and income, everyday life, health, 
leisure, culture and sports, security and protection from violence, politics, and public life. 
One of the findings of the 2016 federal government's participation report was that school 
pupils with special educational needs are increasingly attending mainstream schools. The 
number being taught at schools for children with learning difficulties is falling slightly. 
Comprehensives are the main type of secondary schools teaching pupils with special 
educational needs. 

The federal government also commissions ad-hoc research projects to evaluate 
government-funded programmes and study individual youth and social policy issues. 
Evaluations assist the government in making political decisions on programmes and 
activities. Current evaluations include: 
• Evaluation of the ESF programme 'Strengthening locally' (STÄRKEN vor Ort) with 

which the Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizesn, Women and Youth 
supported, inter alia, young people about to enter working life (2009-2011), 

• Evaluation of the ESF programme 'Competence agencies' (Kompetenzagenturen), part  
of the JUGEND STÄRKEN (Strengthening youth) initiative, which ran from 2008 to 
2014 and offered young people who did not have access to mainstream services 
targeted assistance as they transitioned from school to training or work, 

• Evaluation of the ESF programme 'School dropouts – a second chance' 
(Schulverweigerung - Die 2. Chance), part of the JUGEND STÄRKEN (St rengthening 
youth) initiative, which ran from 2008 to 2014 and offered targeted assistance to 
young people in danger of dropping out without a qualification, 

• Monitoring report on the education package (Monitor-Bericht zum Bildungspaket): 
Chancen für Kinder aus Familien mit Kinderzuschlag (Opportunities for c hildren from 
families receiving supplementary child allowance). Amongst other things, the report 
presents the results of the evaluation of the use, assessment and impact of the 
education package for children from families in receipt of supplementary child 
allowance, (see also Inclusive Programmes for Young People) 

• Overall evaluation of benefits relating to marriage and family, including relating to 
managing work and family life, support for and well-being of children, financial 
stability for families and compensation for disadvantages (Gesamtevaluation der ehe- 
und familienbezogenen Leistungen). (see also Access to Quality Services). 

The Federal Statistical Office (Statistisches Bundesamt, Destatis) supplies regular data 
including, inter alia, on child and youth services (Kinder- und Jugendhilfe), educational 
status, social welfare reporting and social welfare. Destatis is responsible for providing 
and disseminating objective, independent and high-quality statistical information. Federal 
statistics are available to policymakers, authorities, the private sector and the public  at  
large. 

Main concepts 
In Germany, the term "inclusion" was introduced initially as a technical term originat ing 
in sociological systems theory. It entered colloquial language as a term borrowed from 
English and international parlance and is only gradually becoming established in German. 
Even in official language, it is rarely used to refer to all people or groups of people who 

http://www.bmas.de/SharedDocs/Downloads/DE/PDF-Publikationen/a125-16-teilhabebericht.pdf?__blob=publicationFile&v=5
http://www.bmas.de/SharedDocs/Downloads/DE/PDF-Publikationen/a125-16-teilhabebericht.pdf?__blob=publicationFile&v=5
https://www.bmfsfj.de/bmfsfj/service/publikationen/-staerken-vor-ort-/96038
https://www.bmfsfj.de/bmfsfj/service/publikationen/-kompetenzagenturen-/88716
https://www.bmfsfj.de/bmfsfj/service/publikationen/-schulverweigerung---die-2--chance-/88714
https://www.bmfsfj.de/bmfsfj/service/publikationen/das-bildungs--und-teilhabepaket--chancen-fuer-kinder-aus-familien-mit-kinderzuschlag/96022
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/44-inclusive-programmes-young-people-germany
https://www.bmfsfj.de/bmfsfj/themen/familie/familienleistungen/zur-gesamtevaluation-der-ehe--und-familienbezogenen-leistungen/73846
https://www.bmfsfj.de/bmfsfj/themen/familie/familienleistungen/zur-gesamtevaluation-der-ehe--und-familienbezogenen-leistungen/73846
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/46-access-quality-services-germany
https://www.destatis.de/
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/glossary-germany
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are marginalised or threatened by marginalisation. Instead, it is applied specifically to 
people with (physical and/or intellectual) disabilities (cf. the term "inclusive school"). 
An alternative term that is often used in connection with social settings is "integrat ion". 
Experts dispute the appropriateness of the term. Some criticise that it stems from a 
unilateral attempt to encourage people to integrate in or assimilate with what  is known 
as "mainstream society"; alternatively, that it is taken to mean societal, social and legal 
equality without genuinely attempting integration in the real sense of the word (whic h 
leads to "parallel societies"). By contrast, the term "inclusion" is taken to mean an active 
(social) attempt to eliminate excluding structures. 
There are various definitions of "homelessness" (Obdachlosigkeit) and "housing 
exclusion" (Wohnungslosigkeit) in Germany. The Federal association for assistance for 
the homeless [Bundesarbeitsgemeinschaft (BAG) Wohnungslosenhilfe e.V.] uses the term 
"housing emergency" (Wohnungsnotfall). According to BAG’s definition a housing 
emergency is what results when households or individuals lack security of tenure in the 
form of a rental agreement. The individuals in question can include persons living in the 
street, persons living in homes, shelters, institutions, asylum camps, women’s shelters, 
housing for ethnic German immigrants and asylum-seekers, and individuals living 
temporarily with relatives, friends or acquaintances. 

4.2 Administration and governance 
Governance 
Main actors 
Public authorities 

- Federal level (Bund) 

The supreme federal authority in the field of youth policy, child and youth services, the 
Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth 
(Bundesministerium für Familie, Senioren, Frauen und Jugend, BMFSFJ) has the power to 
make suggestions in order to assist child and youth services in evolving further. 
Specifically, it influences certain areas within child and youth services by organising 
expert events, producing publications on specific issues, publishing expert opinions, and 
responding to parliamentary questions. In each parliamentary term, the Ministry requests 
experts to submit reports on the situation faced by young people and on child and youth 
services, known as child and youth reports (Kinder- und Jugendberichte). 

The Federal Youth Advisory Board (Bundesjugendkuratorium) is an expert body that 
advises the Ministry on all relevant youth policy issues, for instance by publishing expert  
opinions. For various areas within the child and youth services field, working groups have 
been set up at the federal level with which the Ministry cooperates. Under the federal 
government’s Child and Youth Plan (Kinder- und Jugendplan des Bundes), funding is 
provided for the nationwide child and youth services infrastructure (especially 
associations and specialist organisations), model projects are supported, and 
international youth exchanges and volunteering schemes are promoted. 

- Regional level (Bundesländer) 

Each of the 16 federal states in Germany have as their supreme youth authority a 
ministry that is responsible for all matters relating to youth policy (acts to implement the 
Child and Youth Services Act, regional child and youth plans to support c hild and youth 
services). For instance, Brandenburg has the Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports 
(Ministerium für Bildung, Jugend und Sport), North Rhine-Westphalia has the Minist ry of 
Children, Family Affairs, Refugees and Integration (Ministerium für Kinder, Familie, 
Flüchtlinge und Integration), and Bavaria has the State Ministry for Family, Labour and 
Social Affairs (Staatsministerium für Familie, Arbeit und Soziales). 

http://www.bagw.de/
http://www.bag-wohnungslosenhilfe.de/media/doc/POS_10_BAGW_Wohnungsnotfalldefintion.pdf
http://www.bmfsfj.de/
https://www.bundesjugendkuratorium.de/
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/glossary-germany
https://mbjs.brandenburg.de/
https://www.mkffi.nrw/
https://www.mkffi.nrw/
https://www.mkffi.nrw/
http://www.stmas.bayern.de/
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At the regional level (Länder), there are 17 state youth offices (Landesjugendämter) 
(North Rhine-Westphalia has two) which function as state-wide authorities for c hild and 
youth services. These youth offices (Jugendämter) fulfil the responsibilit ies out lined in 
SGB VIII. They support the local child and youth services authorities (local youth off ices 
and/or independent organisations) and represent the interests of children, adolescents 
and their families. Specifically, they work towards creating and maintaining environments 
that benefit children and families. Among all the child and youth services organisations, 
the state youth offices function as intermediaries between local public-sector 
organisations, independent organisations and the supreme youth authorities of the state. 
The state youth offices are divided into two parts, the administrative section 
(Verwaltung) and state youth welfare committee (Landesjugendhilfeausschuss). They 
work together in fulfilling their responsibilities. The tasks of the state youth off ices are 
explicitly mentioned in Section 85(2) of SGB VIII. 

- Local level (Kommunen) 
The youth office (Jugendamt) carries overall responsibility for local child and youth 
services. This includes an obligation to draw up medium-term youth welfare plans and 
providing funding for activities designed for children, adolescents and families in city 
districts, towns and villages. 

Around 600 municipalities and districts across Germany run their own youth office. These 
support parents and guardians in raising, caring for and educating children and 
adolescents. In doing so, they run preventive support programmes for families that  help 
to create a positive environment for families. Their tasks comprise, inter alia, organising 
high-quality childcare, providing advice on raising children, providing child protection 
services, offering activities for young people and creating a child- and family-friendly 
environment. Anyone can approach the youth office for assistance, especially c hildren 
and adolescents, if they have a problem or are in an emergency situation. 

Besides the public-sector child and youth services organisations, under Section 74 of SGB 
VIII funding is also available to independent child and youth services organisations (Freie 
Träger) if the organisation in question, inter alia, meets the professional requirements of 
the planned activity, complies with quality development and assurance principles and 
standards in accordance with Section 79a, is a non-profit organisation, and provides 
services that are in line with Germany’s Basic Law (Grundgesetz). 
The aims and measures of the child and youth services community in Germany – whic h 
includes the social integration of children and adolescents – are designed and 
implemented by public-sector and independent child and youth servic es organisations. 
Under Section 78 of SGB VIII, public-sector child and youth services organisations 
cooperate in so-called working groups (Arbeitsgemeinschaften) with recognised 
independent child and youth services organisations and any organisations that run 
funded activities. The working groups are designed to ensure that the planned measures 
are well coordinated and complement each other. 
Independent child and youth services organisations 

Independent child and youth services organisations include youth associations, groups 
and other youth work providers, amongst others. They mostly specialise in youth work, 
such as youth work organisations (section 11 SGB VIII), youth associations (section 12 
SGB VIII) and youth social work organisations (section 13 SGB VIII); they may also be 
providers of educational child and youth protection (section 14 SGB VIII) or organisations 
that specialise in protecting children and young people or in providing assistance to 
children, adolescents and families (e.g., family counselling services, girls’ services, boys’ 
services, socio-educational family assistance, drug addiction counselling, multi-
generational housing, etc.). Other recognised independent child and youth services 
providers include the churches, religious communities under public law, and independent  
federal associations for social welfare. 

http://www.bagljae.de/landesjugendaemter/index.php
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/glossary-germany
http://www.lwl.org/lja-download/unterstuetzung-die-ankommt/extern/pocketbroschuere/Jugendamt_English.pdf
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/glossary-germany
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/glossary-germany
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/glossary-germany
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The functions defined in SGB VIII are generally fulfilled by public-sector child and youth 
services organisations, while the services are normally provided by their independent 
counterparts. Under section 76 SGB VIII public-sector child and youth services 
organisations may transfer some of their functions to recognised independent providers 
of child and youth services, although they remain ultimately responsible. 

The elimination of disadvantages and the social integration of children and young people 
is enshrined in the law and in the functions to be exercised by all providers of c hild and 
youth services no matter what their status. 

General distribution of responsibilities 
Section 1 of the Social Code Book VIII (Sozialgesetzbuch, SGB VIII) - Children and youth 
services states that all young people are entitled to be supported in their development  
and to be raised to become an independent, socially competent individuals. Besides 
parental responsibility this section also emphasizes the responsibility of the state by 
obliging child and youth services to support young people so they can develop as 
individuals and as members of society. Child and youth services (Kinder- und 
Jugendhilfe) should also help to prevent or eliminate disadvantages. SGB VIII is the 
federal legislative framework for the activities of the federal government, the federal 
states, municipalities and districts and for child and youth services. 

In the field of child and youth services, the federal and state governments have the 
power to make suggestions (Anregungskompetenz) and the power to provide support 
(Förderungskompetenz). 

Cross-sectorial cooperation 
Structural cooperation with other authorities and public bodies 

In Germany, support for young people is shaped by what is known as sets of legislat ive 
provisions (Rechtskreise). The most prominent of these are the Social Code Book II 
(Basic security benefits for job seekers), Book III (Employment promotion) and Book VIII 
(Children and youth services). 

Depending on the legislation in question, various ministries and subordinate authorities 
at the federal, state and local level are responsible and/or involved [e.g., the minist ries 
for labour, economics, social affairs and youth; the Federal Employment Agency 
(Bundesagentur für Arbeit); or the state, district and municipal youth offices]. 

The independent organisations and bodies (Freie Träger) that provide c hild and youth 
and social welfare services are often thematically affiliated with the public-sector 
authorities since, as the law stipulates, they receive funding so they c an provide their 
services. However, they usually work within the framework of various sets of legal 
provisions that apply to young people. The funding they receive depends on the set  of 
legal provisions (Rechtskreise) in question and the stakeholders that provide the 
services, a situation that can lead to the inadequate and discontinuous provision of 
support to young people with fewer opportunities. That being said, child and youth 
services providers are required by law to cooperate with other organisations and public -
sector bodies. 
Cooperation with other authorities and public bodies 

Under Section 81 of the Social Code Book VIII (SGB VIII), public-sector child and youth 
services are obliged, within their remit, to cooperate with other organisations and public -
sector institutions whose services impact on the situation of young people and their 
families, notably 

1. social welfare providers as listed in Social Code Books II, III, IV, V, VI and X, and 
providers in accordance with the Federal War Victims Relief Act 
(Bundesversorgungsgesetz), 

2. family and youth courts, public prosecutors’ offices and law enforcement agencies, 

https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/glossary-germany
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/sgb_8/
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/glossary-germany
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/glossary-germany
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/sgb_2/
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/sgb_3/
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/sgb_8/
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/glossary-germany
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/sgb_8/__81.html
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3. schools and school administrations, 
4. public-sector health service providers and authorities and other providers in the 

health field, 

5. counselling services in accordance with sections 3 and 8 of the Act on Pregnancies 
in Conflict Situations (Schwangerschaftskonfliktgesetz) and addiction c ounselling 
services, 

6. providers of protection against violence in close personal relationships, 

7. Federal Employment Agency (Bundesagentur für Arbeit) offices, 

8. vocational training organisations and providers, 
9. police and regulatory authorities, 

10. the labour inspectorate, and 

11. providers of training for experts, vocational training providers, and research 
institutions. 

Child and youth services in Germany are provided and implemented by the above-
mentioned public-sector child and youth services providers in cooperation with 
independent child and youth services organisations. 

The public-sector and independent providers cooperate, inter alia, in accordance with the 
applicable legislation. In accordance with Section 78 of the Social Code Book VIII (SGB 
VIII), public-sector child and youth services providers should seek to form 
Arbeitsgemeinschaften (working groups) together with recognised independent child and 
youth services providers and organisations implementing publicly funded activities. The 
working groups are designed to ensure that the planned measures are well c oordinated 
and complement each other. 
There is also cooperation under the local youth service committee (kommunaler 
Jugendhilfeausschuss) and the state child and youth service committee 
(Landesjugendhilfeausschuss). 

Youth employment agencies (Jugendberufsagenturen) are a relatively new type of 
organisation. They are designed to offer all the services listed in the Soc ial Code Books 
II, III and VIII (SGB II, III and VIII) (see below) for young people under the age of 25. 
That is why three main institutions work together in this area: the Employment Agenc ies 
(Agenturen für Arbeit), the Job Centres (Jobcenter) and youth services organisations. 
The cooperation models vary from region to region. Many youth employment  agenc ies 
serve young people with particular needs. They take a particularly broad approach in 
metropolitan areas such as Berlin, Bremen/Bremerhaven and Hamburg. Further 
information on youth employment agencies 

In 2010, the federal and state (Länder) governments began to cooperate on 
implementing the EU Youth Strategy. In 2011, the states adopted joint resolutions 
detailing their respective objectives and programmes. In line with these, the EU Youth 
Strategy in Germany (until the end of 2018) is to support young people’s social 
integration by the following means: 
• the integration of socially disadvantaged young people in the mainstream system for 

education, training and labour by opening up new areas of learning and c ompetence 
acquisition for young people and experts, 

• the effective participation of young people by identifying new target groups and 
implementing new formats, 

• the scaling-up and recognition of informal and non-formal education while maintaining 
the traditional standards and concepts of the youth work field. 

  

https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/sgb_8/__78.html
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/sgb_8/__78.html
http://www.kinder-jugendhilfe.info/en_kjhg/cgi-bin/showcontent.asp?ThemaID=4478
http://www.kinder-jugendhilfe.info/en_kjhg/cgi-bin/showcontent.asp?ThemaID=4686
https://www.arbeitsagentur.de/institutionen/jugendberufsagenturen
https://www.jba-berlin.de/home/
https://www.jugendberufsagentur-bremen.de/
https://www.jba-hamburg.de/
https://www.ueberaus.de/wws/dossier-uebergangsmanagement.php
https://www.ueberaus.de/wws/dossier-uebergangsmanagement.php
https://www.jugendfuereuropa.de/downloads/4-20-3115/JfE_Jugendstrategie.pdf
https://www.jugendfuereuropa.de/downloads/4-20-3115/JfE_Jugendstrategie.pdf
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Other policy areas 
Besides child and youth services, educational policy (the formal education system) and 
labour market and social policy are responsible for ensuring the social integration of 
children and young people. 
Responsibilities for educational policy are divided between the federation (Bund) and the 
federal states (Länder). At federal level, the Federal Ministry for Education and Research 
(Bundesministerium für Bildung und Forschung) is in charge of educational policy, mainly 
for vocational training. The 16 state education ministries are in c harge of educational 
policy (school and higher education) or college-based education as part  of voc ational 
training. 

Labour market and social policy are developed according to the Social Code. The Social 
Code defines the right to training and employment promotion (Ausbildungs- und 
Arbeitsförderung), to the basic income support for job seekers (Grundsicherung für 
Arbeitsuchende), the services of the statutory health insurance (gesetzliche 
Krankenversicherung) and social long-term care insurance (soziale Pflegeversicherung), 
provision in case of health damages, housing benefit (Wohngeld), social welfare benefit  
(Sozialhilfe), rehabilitation and inclusion benefit for disabled persons as well as child 
benefit (Kindergeld), supplementary child allowance (Kinderzuschlag), advance payment  
of maintenance (Unterhaltsvorschuss), provisions for education and participation (Bildung 
und Teilhabe), parental benefit (Elterngeld) and child care subsidy (Betreuungsgeld). 

4.3 Strategy for the social inclusion of young people 
Existence of a national strategy on social inclusion 
In many policy areas, Germany has adopted national strategies that also serve the social 
inclusion of young people. There are those that include all age groups and those directed 
specifically at children and/or youth. 
Strategies including all age groups 

National Action Plan for inclusion 2.0 (Nationaler Aktionsplan Inklusion 2.0) 

The National Action Plan for inclusion (Nationaler Aktionsplan Inklusion 2.0, NAP 2.0) 
implements the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (UN CRPD) and 
is the second NAP adopted by the federal government. NAP 2.0 draws on the first 
National Action Plan from 2011. NAP 2.0 was adopted by the federal cabinet in 2016 and 
comprises 175 new measures in 13 areas of activity. For the first time, all federal 
ministries have contributed their own activities, projects and initiatives to the NAP. Also 
for the first time, the measures have been aligned with a system of objectives that builds 
on the UN CRPD’s definition of disability. The aim is to enable all citizens to play an 
independent role in an accessible society and enjoy equal access to political, social, 
economic and cultural life. NAP 2.0 serves to promote the practical implementation of the 
UN CRPD one step after another. It also incorporates major legislative projec ts such as 
the continued development of Germany’s legislation on equality for persons with 
disabilities. Key activities aimed at children and young people include: 

• Fostering the development of children with disabilities from a very early stage, 

• Eliminating interface issues in the benefits systems where possible, 
• Improving the protection of young people with disabilities against (sexual) violence in 

institutions, 

• Strengthening the human rights and personality rights of people who identify as inter-
gender. 

The Federal Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs (Bundesministerium für Arbeit und 
Soziales) is the first government contact point (or 'focal point') for implementation 

http://www.bmbf.de/
https://www.bmas.de/DE/Themen/Arbeitsmarkt/Grundsicherung/grundsicherung.html
https://www.bmas.de/DE/Themen/Arbeitsmarkt/Grundsicherung/grundsicherung.html
https://www.bmi.bund.de/DE/themen/bauen-wohnen/stadt-wohnen/wohnraumfoerderung/wohngeld/wohngeld-artikel.html
https://familienportal.de/familienportal/familienleistungen/weitere-leistungen/sozialhilfe
https://familienportal.de/familienportal/familienleistungen/kindergeld
https://familienportal.de/familienportal/familienleistungen/kinderzuschlag
https://familienportal.de/familienportal/familienleistungen/unterhaltsvorschuss
https://familienportal.de/familienportal/familienleistungen/elterngeld
https://eacea-skuhaja.c9.fpfis.tech.ec.europa.eu/admin/structure/views/view/yw_chapters_export#Strategies%20including%20all%20age%20groups
https://eacea-skuhaja.c9.fpfis.tech.ec.europa.eu/admin/structure/views/view/yw_chapters_export#Strategies%20directed%20at%20children%20and%20youth
https://eacea-skuhaja.c9.fpfis.tech.ec.europa.eu/admin/structure/views/view/yw_chapters_export#Strategies%20directed%20at%20children%20and%20youth
http://www.bmas.de/SharedDocs/Downloads/DE/PDF-Schwerpunkte/inklusion-nationaler-aktionsplan-2.pdf;jsessionid=79779B6524E0BF0EB107CB4395A806A7?__blob=publicationFile&v=4
http://www.bmas.de/
http://www.bmas.de/
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process steering, cross-sectoral awareness measures, updates and National Ac tion Plan 
committee guidance. 
Some federal states have also designed their own strategies, for instance Hesse. Hesse’s 
action plan to implement the UN CRPD with Disabilities of 17 August 2012 is a work, 
information and innovation plan. It serves as a source of guidance for policies for and by 
persons with disabilities in the state of Hesse. The action plan contains over 350 
individual measures, more than 200 individual objectives and over 70 overarching 
principles. Hesse’s action plan was designed in close cooperation with associations 
representing persons with disabilities, a large number of civil society institutions, and the 
citizens of Hesse. 
Further information on the state of affairs of the action plans and implementation of 
measures of the UN CRPD at federal (Bund) and state (Länder) level can be found at  the 
website of the National CRPD Monitoring Mechanism at the German Institute for Human 
Rights. 

National Strategy for Literacy and the Basic Education of Adults (Nationale 
Strategie Alphabetisierung und Grundbildung) 

Through the National Strategy for Literacy and the Basic Education of Adult s (Nat ionale 
Strategie Alphabetisierung und Grundbildung), the federal government  and the federal 
states plan to bring about a considerable improvement in the reading and writing skills of 
adults in Germany. To this end, the Federal Ministry of Education and Research 
(Bundesministerium für Bildung und Forschung, BMBF) and the Standing Conference of 
the Ministers of Education and Cultural Affairs (Kultusministerkonferenz) in 2016 
proclaimed a Literacy Decade. By 2026, adults, including young adults no longer in 
school, are to be given access to more support than before that helps them to learn to 
read and write better. During this Decade, BMBF will spend up to EUR 180 million on 
literacy projects and design teaching concepts and self-learning programmes. The 
National Strategy is funded jointly by the federal government and the federal states. The 
federal states have adopted specific measures to implement it. 
Strategy to prevent extremism and promote democracy (Strategie zur 
Extremismusprävention und Demokratieförderung) 
On 13 July 2016 the federal government adopted the strategy to prevent extremism and 
promote democracy (Strategie zur Extremismusprävention und Demokratieförderung). 
The Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth 
(Bundesministerium für Familie, Senioren, Frauen und Jugend, BMFSFJ) is the lead 
ministry in this case. This cross-sectoral strategy is based on joined-up ac tion by the 
federal government, the federal states, local authorities and civil society. Action is to be 
taken wherever extremism prevention and democracy promotion play a part ic ular role, 
such as local authorities and districts, institutions, associations and c lubs, schools and 
indeed anywhere where people are working to strengthen democracy and defend human 
rights and liberties. The strategy is designed to speak to all age groups. The idea is to 
engage in discussions with young people and provide support to teachers, parents and 
other caregivers. Under the strategy, support is provided to extremists wishing to quit  
the scene and hate speech online is countered. Extremism is to be actively prevented in 
prisons, too. 
There are different time frames depending on the actions and measures set up and 
foreseen by the different ministries, e.g. the federal programme Live Democracy! 
(„Demokratie leben!“) (adopted in 2015 and made permanent in 2018) by BMFSFJ or the 
initiative to promote social skills in the dual vocational training system (2016-2019) by 
the Federal Ministry for Economic Affairs and Energy. 

Civic commitment strategy (Engagementstrategie) 

On 25 January 2016, BMFSFJ launched its Civic commitment strategy 
(Engagementstrategie). It was jointly drawn up by civil society groups and 
representatives of the private sector. Its priority areas include a stronger civic 

http://www.behindertenrechtskonvention.hessen.de/global/show_document.asp?id=aaaaaaaaaaackqt
http://www.behindertenrechtskonvention.hessen.de/global/show_document.asp?id=aaaaaaaaaaackqt
https://www.institut-fuer-menschenrechte.de/monitoring-stelle-un-brk/monitoring/aktions-und-massnahmenplaene/
https://www.institut-fuer-menschenrechte.de/monitoring-stelle-un-brk/monitoring/aktions-und-massnahmenplaene/
https://www.bmbf.de/de/nationale-strategie-fuer-alphabetisierung-und-grundbildung-erwachsener-1373.html
https://www.bmbf.de/de/nationale-strategie-fuer-alphabetisierung-und-grundbildung-erwachsener-1373.html
http://www.bmbf.de/
http://www.kmk.org/
https://www.bmfsfj.de/blob/109002/5278d578ff8c59a19d4bef9fe4c034d8/strategie-der-bundesregierung-zur-extremismuspraevention-und-demokratiefoerderung-data.pdf
http://www.bmfsfj.de/
https://www.bmfsfj.de/blob/97916/00c72df530ac8e8049bb06305201a307/engagement-strategie-data.pdf
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commitment infrastructure and culture of recognition, along with the continued 
development of voluntary services. The Ministry also wishes to improve the coordination 
of research in the field of civic commitment and establish a results-oriented support 
system for civic engagement. To strengthen support for voluntary civic engagement, 
scientific data is gathered at regular intervals and published, e.g., in the form of the 
German volunteering survey (Deutscher Freiwilligensurvey) and a scientific civic 
commitment report (Engagementbericht). Target groups are children aged 10 and above, 
young people and adults who work as volunteers, and organisations that support them in 
doing so, such as associations, foundations, initiatives, cooperatives, networks, (youth) 
associations or religious groups. 

The federal states also have civic commitment strategies of their own. Examples: 

• Hamburg’s strategy for civic commitment 2020 (Hamburger Strategie für freiwilliges 
Engagement 2020) adopted by the Hamburg Senate on 15 July 2014. First formal 
framework for existing volunteering structures promoting the continued development 
of volunteering and civic commitment in Hamburg. 

• Civic commitment strategy for Baden-Wurttemberg (Engagementstrategie Baden-
Württemberg). Aims to strengthen civic commitment by bringing together all 
stakeholders and improving the general framework, attracting new volunteers and 
shaping a united and diverse society that is open to all. 

• North Rhine-Westphalia is in the process of developing a part ic ipatory engagement 
strategy (Engagementstrategie). It is scheduled to be finalised by the end of 2019. 

Strategies directed at children and/or youth 

Youth strategy 'Action for a child- and youth-friendly society' (Handeln für eine 
jugendgerechte Gesellschaft) 

The youth strategy (Jugendstrategie) was adopted by BMFSFJ for the period 2015 to 
2018. It is an invitation from the federal government to the federal states and local 
authorities to engage in strategic cooperation, a forum to exchange concepts and 
expertise, and a voice for the youth lobby. The guiding principle of the youth st rategy is 
to enable young people to participate in all matters that concern them. The youth 
strategy brings together a large number of partners. The youth strategy is based on the 
independent youth policy (Eigenständige Jugendpolitik), a holistic polic y approach that 
places young people aged 12 to 27 at the centre of cross-sectoral action in a variety of 
fields. This approach is implemented across Germany through various partners and 
projects. Policies for young people are supplemented by policies with and by young 
people. 
Integration through education 

In Germany, responsibility for education lies with the federal states. Nationwide 
education strategies in terms of joint resolutions are adopted by the Standing Conference 
of the Ministers of Education and Cultural Affairs (Kultusministerkonferenz, KMK), a body 
that is composed of all education ministers in the federal states, and then implemented 
at the regional level (Länder). Over the last few years KMK has adopted a number of 
resolutions designed to promote the integration of children and young people from 
immigrant families. These generally affect all pupils in all types of schools. 

• In October 2015 KMK, various immigrant community organisations and educational 
publishers adopted a joint declaration entitled 'Reflecting cultural diversity, integration 
and migration in educational media' (Darstellung von kultureller Vielfalt, Integration 
und Migration in Bildungsmedien). The declaration reflects, inter alia, the intent  of all 
signatories to reflect the heterogeneity in German schools in educational media in an 
adequate and non-discriminatory manner. 

• In 2013 KMK and various organisations representing the immigrant community 
adopted a joint declaration on the partnership on education between schools and 
parents (Bildungs- und Erziehungspartnerschaft von Schule und Eltern). The 

https://www.bmfsfj.de/bmfsfj/themen/engagement-und-gesellschaft/engagement-staerken/freiwilligensurveys/der-deutsche-freiwilligensurvey-/100090
https://www.bmfsfj.de/bmfsfj/themen/engagement-und-gesellschaft/engagement-staerken/zweiter-engagementbericht-der-bundesregierung/engagementberichterstattung/78476
http://www.hamburg.de/freiwilligenstrategie-2020/4008794/freiwilligenstrategie2020/
http://www.hamburg.de/freiwilligenstrategie-2020/4008794/freiwilligenstrategie2020/
https://sozialministerium.baden-wuerttemberg.de/de/soziales/buergerengagement/engagementstrategie/
https://sozialministerium.baden-wuerttemberg.de/de/soziales/buergerengagement/engagementstrategie/
https://www.engagiert-in-nrw.de/engagementstrategie
https://www.bmfsfj.de/bmfsfj/themen/kinder-und-jugend/jugendbildung/jugendstrategie--handeln-fuer-eine-jugendgerechte-gesellschaft-/77406
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/glossary-germany
https://www.kmk.org/
https://www.kmk.org/fileadmin/veroeffentlichungen_beschluesse/2015/2015_10_08-Darstellung-kultureller-Vielfalt.pdf
https://www.kmk.org/fileadmin/veroeffentlichungen_beschluesse/2015/2015_10_08-Darstellung-kultureller-Vielfalt.pdf
https://www.kmk.org/fileadmin/Dateien/veroeffentlichungen_beschluesse/2013/2013_10_10-Bildungs-und-Erziehungspartnerschaft.pdf
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declaration identifies hands-on measures with which education partnerships in schools 
can be set up and implemented. 

• On 13 December 2007 KMK adopted a joint declaration entitled 'Integration as an 
opportunity – working together for more equality' (Integration als Chance – 
gemeinsam für mehr Chancengerechtigkeit). It contains joint rec ommendat ions and 
commitments to improve the integration of and encourage academic excellence among 
children and young people from immigrant families by working more closely with their 
parents. 

• In response to the specific demands placed on teachers by the presence of several 
different cultures in the classroom, KMK adopted a set of standards on 16 December 
2004 (latest version: 12 June 2014) entitled 'Standards for teacher training: 
Educational science' (Standards für die Lehrerbildung: Bildungswissenschaften). 
Competence 4 (Kompetenz 4) reads: "Teachers should be aware of the social and 
cultural backgrounds of their students and, within the school environment , inf luence 
their students’ personal development". 

In response to the large number of refugees, in autumn 2015 the Alliance for Init ial and 
Further Training (Allianz für Aus- und Weiterbildung) adopted a declaration entitled 
'Creating perspectives for refugees together' (Gemeinsam für Perspektiven von 
Flüchtlingen). 

Scope and contents 
See individual strategies under Existence of a national strategy on social inclusion 

Responsible authority 
See individual strategies under Existence of a national strategy on social inclusion 

Revisions/updates 
All strategies are revised and monitored on a regular basis. Results are being published 
on the websites of the respective institution or ministries in charge. 

See also individual strategies under Existence of a national strategy on social inclusion 
Institution or ministries in charge. 

See also individual strategies under Existence of a national strategy on social inclusion 

4.4 Inclusive programmes for young people 
Programmes for vulnerable young people 
Programme 'Culture builds strength – Alliances for education' (Kultur macht 
stark – Bündnisse für Bildung) 

Funded by the Federal Ministry of Education and Research (Bundesministerium für 
Bildung und Forschung, BMBF) Time frame: since 2013. Aim: promotes cultural 
education projects outside of schools. Measures: Local citizens across Germany form 
alliances for education to implement projects for children and young people who have 
little to no access to cultural education, such as mentoring programmes, reading 
programmes, holiday camps, and music, dance, drama and circus projects. 'Culture 
builds strength' is a nationwide programme. 
Promoting social integration through international youth work 

See also Initiatives Promoting Social Inclusion and Raising Awareness > Intercultural 
Awareness > Youth policy initiative to promote education and participation 
(Jugendpolitische Initiative für Bildung und Teilhabe, JiVE) 
  

http://www.kmk.org/fileadmin/Dateien/veroeffentlichungen_beschluesse/2007/2007_12_13-Integration.pdf
http://www.kmk.org/fileadmin/Dateien/veroeffentlichungen_beschluesse/2007/2007_12_13-Integration.pdf
http://www.kmk.org/fileadmin/veroeffentlichungen_beschluesse/2004/2004_12_16-Standards-Lehrerbildung.pdf
http://www.bmas.de/SharedDocs/Downloads/DE/PDF-Schwerpunkte/gemeinsam-fuer-perspektiven-von-fluechtlingen.pdf?__blob=publicationFile&v=4
http://www.bmas.de/SharedDocs/Downloads/DE/PDF-Schwerpunkte/gemeinsam-fuer-perspektiven-von-fluechtlingen.pdf?__blob=publicationFile&v=4
https://eacea-skuhaja.c9.fpfis.tech.ec.europa.eu/admin/structure/views/view/yw_chapters_export#121
https://eacea-skuhaja.c9.fpfis.tech.ec.europa.eu/admin/structure/views/view/yw_chapters_export#121
https://eacea-skuhaja.c9.fpfis.tech.ec.europa.eu/admin/structure/views/view/yw_chapters_export#121
https://eacea-skuhaja.c9.fpfis.tech.ec.europa.eu/admin/structure/views/view/yw_chapters_export#121
http://www.buendnisse-fuer-bildung.de/
http://www.buendnisse-fuer-bildung.de/
http://www.buendnisse-fuer-bildung.de/
http://www.buendnisse-fuer-bildung.de/
http://www.bmbf.de/
http://www.bmbf.de/
https://www.buendnisse-fuer-bildung.de/de/angebote-in-der-naehe-1701.html
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/45-initiatives-promoting-social-inclusion-and-raising-awareness-germany#121
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/45-initiatives-promoting-social-inclusion-and-raising-awareness-germany#121
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/45-initiatives-promoting-social-inclusion-and-raising-awareness-germany#121
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Education package (Bildungspaket) 
Managed by the Federal Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs (Bundesministerium für 
Arbeit und Soziales, BMAS). Time frame: Since 1 April 2011. Target group: Services are 
provided especially to children, adolescents and young adults who are in receipt of 
unemployment benefit II or social benefit or whose parents are in receipt of 
supplementary child allowance or housing benefit. Those in receipt of benefit  under the 
Asylum Seekers Benefits Act (Asylbewerberleistungsgesetz) may also be entitled to claim 
services under the education package. In addition, individuals may be entitled to services 
under Social Code Book II (Sozialgesetzbuch, SGB II) if the child or his or her parents 
are not in receipt of any of the benefits mentioned, but are unable to meet  the c hild’s 
specific educational and participation needs. The Education package provides grants for 
the following: 

• additional expenses for meals at nurseries, schools and daycare centres, 

• learning support for pupils in need who would otherwise not be able to reach 
significant learning targets, 

• participation of children in need in sports, games and cultural activities; a monthly 
amount of EUR 10 is available for these purposes, which may be spent on, e.g., 
membership fees or (in exceptional cases) equipment, 

• the purchase of personal items for pupils (e.g., school bags, pens, calculators, drawing 
materials); a grant is paid to the families twice per school year for these items, 

• expenses relating to one-day or multi-day field trips organised by schools, nurseries or 
day-care centres (e.g., school excursions), 

• expenses for the transportation of pupils provided no other transportation is available. 

The education package is implemented locally by the district and municipal authorities. It  
may be implemented in different ways depending on the district or municipal authorities. 

• Special programmes to promote young people’s social integration 

Support for youth social work 
Youth social work (Jugendsozialarbeit) is funded at national, regional and loc al level as 
part of regular child and youth services that are provided in accordance with the Social 
Code Book VIII (SGB VIII). The main sources of funding are the Child and Youth Plan of 
the federation (Kinder- und Jugendplan des Bundes), the youth budgets of the federal 
states (Landesjugendpläne), and local child and youth budgets. While youth work is open 
to all young people as a rule, youth social work as one form of child and youth services is 
dedicated specifically to young people from disadvantaged social bac kgrounds or who 
have specific needs. They may have learning difficulties, come from immigrant  families, 
or have mental health problems. The aim is to support these young people in complet ing 
their education, learning a trade and entering the labour market and, more generally, to 
integrate in society. To this end, a wide range of services are available at the local level: 
counselling services for unemployed young people, career exploration days, and labour 
market integration and training courses, to name but a few. 
ESF model programme 'Support young people in the neighbourhood' (JUGEND 
STÄRKEN im Quartier) 

Funded jointly by the Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and 
Youth (Bundesministerium für Familie, Senioren, Frauen und Jugend, BMFSFJ) and the 
Federal Ministry of the Interior, Building and Community (Bundesministerium des Innern, 
für Bau und Heimat, BMI) and through the European Social Fund. Target group: young 
people from disadvantaged backgrounds who are transitioning from school to work. The 
projects are aimed specifically at young people aged 12 to 26 who lack perspectives and 
for whom other services are largely out of reach, including school drop-outs, young 
people who have failed to complete a labour market integration course, and recently 
arrived young immigrants requiring special integration assistance. Measures: The 

http://www.bmas.de/DE/Themen/Arbeitsmarkt/Grundsicherung/Leistungen-zur-Sicherung-des-Lebensunterhalts/Bildungspaket/bildungspaket.html
http://www.bmas.de/
http://www.bmas.de/
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/asylblg/index.html
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/glossary-germany
https://familienportal.de/familienportal/lebenslagen/beratung-hilfe-kinder-jugendliche/kinder--und-jugendhilfe/welche-angebote-gibt-es-fuer-jugendliche-/125648
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/glossary-germany
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/glossary-germany
http://www.jugend-staerken.de/programme/jugend-staerken-im-quartier.html
http://www.jugend-staerken.de/programme/jugend-staerken-im-quartier.html
http://www.jugend-staerken.de/programme/jugend-staerken-im-quartier.html
http://www.jugend-staerken.de/programme/jugend-staerken-im-quartier.html
http://www.bmfsfj.de/
https://www.bmi.bund.de/
https://www.bmi.bund.de/
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programme supports young people as they (re-)integrate in school, training, the labour 
market and society at large. The aim is to reach out to participants with low-threshold 
services and strengthen their skills profile and personalities. The model programme uses 
a variety of socio-educational services that can be combined depending on the needs of 
the target groups at the local level. Main focal areas: urban social structures and 
disadvantaged urban areas. During the funding period (2015 to 2018), 178 model 
municipalities are implementing projects to assist young people together with public-
sector and independent providers of youth social work. Funding: The federal government  
has contributed around EUR 115 million from the European Social Fund plus another EUR 
5 million in federal funding. 

Pilot programme 'RESPECT' (RESPEKT) for difficult-to-reach young people 

Funded by the Federal Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs (Bundesministerium für Arbeit 
und Soziales, BMAS). Time frame: since 2015, was extended until the end of 2018. 
Target group: young people in a difficult phase of life, especially those young people who 
lack access to regular social welfare services either temporarily or permanently. Aim: to 
offer support in such a way that a personal long-term relationship to these young people 
can be established that builds on trust and gives them a sense of safety, while enabling 
them to return long-term to training and work. Measures: 18 projects provide addit ional 
support services for young people in a difficult phase of their lives, assisting them in 
integrating into the education system, accessing employment promot ion servic es, and 
finding vocational training or employment, and ensuring they are given an opportunity to 
continue their development. Evaluation: evaluation report available. 
ESF-funded federal government programme for assistance with vocational 
training (ESF Bundesprogramm Berufseinstiegsbegleitung) 

Ministry in charge: Federal Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs (Bundesministerium für 
Arbeit und Soziales, BMAS). Time frame: 15 November 2014 to 31 July 2022. Target 
group: academically weak pupils who aim to complete Hauptschule (the academically 
least challenging form of secondary school) and are expected to encounter dif f ic ult ies 
with this and/or in transitioning from school to vocational training. It also serves pupils 
attempting to complete a special education qualification (Förderschule) for whom a 
subsequent period of vocational training seems feasible. Aim: to assist young people in 
accessing vocational training. Measures: Programme assistants provide continuous 
support to each of the young people individually while they are still at  sc hool up to the 
point they enter vocational training. The measures commence in the last-but-one sc hool 
year in a mainstream school and end six months after starting vocational training. If the 
transition is not seamless, support is provided for up to 24 months in total. The aim is to 

• assist young people in gaining a school leaving qualification, 

• making the right choice of career, 
• and helping them to secure a long-term place on a training programme. 

Target set: Between 2014/15 and 2018/19 the aim is to assist  around 113 000 young 
people in around 3 000 schools in entering the vocational training system. Funding: ESF 
funded. 

• Programmes to promote the social integration of young people from 
immigrant families 

Jugendmigrationsdienste (Youth migration services) 

More than 450 youth migration services (Jugendmigrationsdienste, JMD) across Germany 
advise and support young members (between 12 and 27 years) of the immigrant 
community who are entitled to remain in Germany permanently, including young 
refugees. Educational experts who work for the scheme assist them as they start sc hool 
or vocational training or enter the labour market. The idea is to provide them with equal 
opportunities and allow them to participate. Together with the young immigrants, 
objectives are drawn up in a personalised integration plan and the best possible forms of 

http://www.bmas.de/DE/Themen/Arbeitsmarkt/Modellprogramme/respekt-pilotprogramm.html
http://www.bmas.de/
http://www.bmas.de/
https://www.bmas.de/SharedDocs/Downloads/DE/PDF-Publikationen/Forschungsberichte/fb518-evaluation-des-bundesprogramms-respekt.pdf?__blob=publicationFile&v=1
http://esf.de/portal/DE/Foerderperiode-2014-2020/ESF-Programme/bmas/2014-11-17-Berufseinstiegsbegleitung.html
http://www.bmas.de/
http://www.bmas.de/
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/glossary-germany
http://www.jugendmigrationsdienste.de/
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support identified so that every one of them can reach their goals. More than 850 staff 
work at one of Germany’s 450 JMD offices. es. Each year they assist over 120,000 
(2018) young members of the immigrant community. Cooperation with schools, 
employers and parents is especially important in this regard. JMD workers do not only 
advise the young immigrants, but also their parents on matters relating to education and 
training, and work closely with a migration counselling scheme for adult immigrants 
(Migrationsberatung für erwachsene Zuwanderer, MBE). 
To optimise the integration process, in 2011 the web-based software application "I-mpuls 
JMD" was introduced across Germany for all organisations working in this field, which 
also allows for the evaluation of their work. The services provided by JMD are regularly 
adapted to reflect current developments and needs. 

• Programmes to promote the social integration of immigrants 
Unaccompanied minor refugees 

Under Section 42 of the Social Code Book VIII (SGB VIII), foreign minors who c ome to 
Germany unaccompanied are entrusted into the care of the youth office (Jugendamt) if  
neither a carer nor a guardian is already in the country. Young people of legal age but  
under the age of 21 can approach a youth office and request assistance under section 41 
SGB VIII (Social Code Book VIII). (See also Access to Quality Services > Housing > 
Homeless young people – Taking custody) 

Directive to promote measures for the societal and social integration of 
immigrants (Förderrichtlinie Integration) 

Joint funding directive of the Federal Ministry of the Interior (Bundesministerium des 
Innern, BMI) and the Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and 
Youth (Bundesministerium für Familie, Senioren, Frauen und Jugend, BMFSFJ). Aim: to 
promote measures for the societal and social integration of immigrants. Target groups: 
associations, refugee organisations, churches, recognised civic education providers, 
immigrant community organisations, local authorities and other groups who work with 
young immigrants on the supraregional, regional or local level. Time frame: since 1 
March 2010. Measures: focus on projects to promote participation and competence 
acquisition among immigrants. They should be a good fit with existing local-level 
services. The involvement of immigrant community organisations is particularly desirable 
in this regard. Support is available for innovative, low-threshold measures at  the loc al 
level that promote the societal and social integration of young immigrants. These include, 
e.g., hands-on measures to strengthen immigrants’ social and parenting skills, promote 
civic commitment and intercultural skills, bring about equal participation for girls and 
women from the immigrant community, and prevent crime and addiction. Other 
stakeholders involved: Federal Office for Migration and Refugees (Bundesamt für 
Migration und Flüchtlinge, BAMF). 
Programme 'Vocational orientation for refugees' (Berufsorientierung für 
Flüchtlinge, BOF) 
Run by the Federal Ministry of Education and Research (Bundesministerium für Bildung 
und Forschung, BMBF). Aim and target group: provides young refugees with an in-depth 
insight into skilled occupations in the crafts and trades field that require vocational 
training. BOF forms part of the joint vocational training initiative Vocational training 
opportunities for refugees (Wege in Ausbildung für Flüchtlinge) of BMBF, the Federal 
Employment Agency (Bundesagentur für Arbeit, BA) and the German Confederat ion of 
Skilled Crafts (Zentralverband des Deutschen Handwerks, ZDH). Under the programme, 
up to 10 000 young refugees are to be given an opportunity to learn a skilled craft. 
Measures: Throughout the entire measure the participants are given technical language 
courses and personally supported by a project counsellor. BOF consists of training 
phases, which are spent in a protected workshop environment , plus a subsequent in-
company training phase Time frame: 20 April 2016 - 31 December 2018. 

https://www.bmfsfj.de/bmfsfj/themen/kinder-und-jugend/integration-und-chancen-fuer-junge-menschen/jugendmigrationsdienste/jugendmigrationsdienste/86208
https://www.bmfsfj.de/bmfsfj/themen/kinder-und-jugend/integration-und-chancen-fuer-junge-menschen/jugendmigrationsdienste/jugendmigrationsdienste/86208
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/glossary-germany
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/46-access-quality-services-germany#121
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/46-access-quality-services-germany#121
https://www.bmfsfj.de/blob/90462/848194e795c9a605323975811e36aac4/foerderrichtlinie-integration-data.pdf
http://www.bmi.bund.de/
http://www.bmi.bund.de/
http://www.bmfsfj.de/
http://www.bamf.de/DE/Startseite/startseite-node.html
http://www.bamf.de/DE/Startseite/startseite-node.html
https://www.berufsorientierungsprogramm.de/
https://www.berufsorientierungsprogramm.de/
https://www.bmbf.de/de/fluechtlinge-durch-bildung-integrieren.html
https://www.bmbf.de/de/fluechtlinge-durch-bildung-integrieren.html
https://www.arbeitsagentur.de/
https://www.zdh.de/
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Initiative 'Vocational training opportunities for refugees' (Wege in Ausbildung 
für Flüchtlinge) 
Launched by the Federal Ministry of Education and Research (Bundesministerium für 
Bildung und Forschung, BMBF), the Federal Employment Agency (Bundesagentur für 
Arbeit, BA) and the German Confederation of Skilled Crafts (Zentralverband des 
Deutschen Handwerks, ZDH). Time frame: since 5 February 2016. Aim: to introduce 
persons entitled to asylum, recognised refugees, asylum seekers and "tolerated" persons 
who have access to the labour market to the option of learning a craft or trade. 
Measures: In a multi-stage process, starting with integration courses plus general and 
advanced career orientation, participants are to be equipped to enter a course of 
vocational training in the crafts sector. Target groups: young refugees above compulsory 
school age. 

Directives 'University guarantee fund' (Garantiefonds Hochschule) 

Adopted by the Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth 
(Bundesministerium für Familie, Senioren, Frauen und Jugend, BMFSFJ). Aim and target 
group: supports young ethnic German immigrants, refugees and other immigrants as 
they work towards a university entrance qualification and subsequent admission to the 
higher education system. Measures: Support is available in particular for preparatory 
German language courses for which a certificate is issued upon completion, allowing 
participants to prepare for university admission or to complete a university degree. 
Support is also available for special courses for those participants wishing to obtain a 
university (of applied sciences) entrance qualification, attend pre-university preparatory 
course (Studienkolleg), or attend a preparatory course for Studienkolleg. The c ourses 
build on the integration courses offered by the Federal Office for Migration and Refugees 
(Bundesamt für Migration und Flüchtlinge, BAMF) and complement the current language 
training measures designed to integrate highly skilled refugees. 

Updated directives on a guarantee fund to support young immigrants in preparing for and 
completing a higher education degree came into force on 1 January 2017. These 
directives extend the target group of eligible persons to include the spouses of persons 
entitled to asylum and of recognised refugees who travel to Germany to join them. Also, 
greater emphasis is given to the pre-university phase. 

Programme 'Social participation through work for young adult refugees and 
beneficiaries who are fit for work' (Soziale Teilhabe durch Arbeit für junge 
erwachsene Flüchtlinge und erwerbsfähige Leistungsberechtigte, STAFFEL) 

Launched by the Federal Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs (Bundesministerium für 
Arbeit und Soziales, BMAS). Time frame: 2016-2018. Aim and target group: to promote 
jobs subject to social security contributions for young recognised refugees and young 
recipients of benefits under the Social Code Book II (SGB II) aged 25 to 35 who are f it  
for work who, owing to personal difficulties in being placed on the labour market, require 
assistance in entering the general market for labour and vocational training and face 
specific challenges: 

• recognised refugees with a valid residence title, 

• beneficiaries who are fit for work but whose placement on the labour market is 
compromised for personal reasons. 

Measures: Jobs subject to social security with 20 weekly working hours are eligible under 
the programme. In addition, a flat monthly grant per month is available for the support  
and coaching granted to a participant. Accompanying activities are also eligible, such as 
on-the-job measures to stabilise participants and increase their chances of accessing the 
general labour market. The programme can accommodate around 500 participants. Total 
budget: EUR 21 million. 

  

https://www.bmbf.de/de/aus-fluechtlingen-werden-auszubildende-2434.html
https://www.bmbf.de/de/aus-fluechtlingen-werden-auszubildende-2434.html
https://www.arbeitsagentur.de/
https://www.arbeitsagentur.de/
https://www.zdh.de/
https://www.zdh.de/
https://www.bmfsfj.de/bmfsfj/themen/kinder-und-jugend/integration-und-chancen-fuer-junge-menschen/garantiefonds-hochschule
http://www.bmfsfj.de/
http://www.bamf.de/DE/Startseite/startseite-node.html
http://www.bmas.de/SharedDocs/Downloads/DE/Thema-Arbeitsmarkt/foerderrichtlinie-bundesprogramm-soziale-teilhabe.pdf?__blob=publicationFile&v=1
http://www.bmas.de/
http://www.bmas.de/
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Federal programme 'Among friends - Alliances for young refugees' (Willkommen 
bei Freunden - Bündnisse für junge Flüchtlinge) 
Started by the Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth 
(Bundesministerium für Familie, Senioren, Frauen und Jugend, BMFSFJ). Aim: supports 
local authorities in receiving and supporting unaccompanied refugee children and 
adolescents. Target groups: local authority staff, initiatives, associations and independent 
organisations (Freie Träger). Measures: Six service units have been established across 
Germany. The service unit staff can be contacted personally to discuss what needs there 
are on the ground and put together a tailored package of services. 
Federal programme 'People helping people' (Menschen stärken Menschen) 

Launched by the Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth 
(Bundesministerium für Familie, Senioren, Frauen und Jugend, BMFSFJ). Aims: to 
encourage and support partnerships between refugees and citizens. In addition, it 
encourages families and individuals to become host families or guardians for 
unaccompanied minor refugees. Time frame: since the beginning of 2016. 
Federal states (Länder) 

There are individual programmes to support integration in the federal states, inc luding 
young people as a target group. Further information can be found at relevant websites 
run by the respective state governments or ministries: 
• Baden-Württemberg, 

• Berlin, 

• Bavaria, 
• Bremen, 

• Brandenburg, 

• Hamburg, 
• Hesse, 

• North Rhine-Westphalia, 

• Lower Saxony, 
• Mecklenburg-West Pomerania, 

• Rhineland-Palatinate, 

• Saxony, 

• Saxony-Anhalt, 
• Saarland, 

• Schleswig-Holstein, 

• Thuringia. 

Funding 
All programmes listed above are financed (often co-financed) through public-sector 
funding from federal (federal programmes), state (state programmes) or local authority 
budgets. Funding is provided in accordance with specific funding directives that stipulate 
certain terms and conditions that each programme has to meet. In addit ion, statutory 
and budgetary provisions apply. 
Information has been provided on the budgets of the above programmes where 
available. 
Programmes that use European Social Fund money have been indicated as such. 

https://www.willkommen-bei-freunden.de/
https://www.willkommen-bei-freunden.de/
http://www.bmfsfj.de/
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/glossary-germany
http://www.menschen-staerken-menschen.de/
http://www.bmfsfj.de/
https://sozialministerium.baden-wuerttemberg.de/de/integration/integration-von-fluechtlingen/
http://www.berlin.de/lb/intmig
https://www.zukunftsministerium.bayern.de/uma/index.php#sec3
http://www.soziales.bremen.de/sixcms/detail.php?gsid=bremen69.c.1622.de
http://www.masgf.brandenburg.de/cms/detail.php/bb1.c.186635.de
http://www.hamburg.de/integration
http://www.integrationskompass.de/
http://www.integration.nrw.de/
http://www.ms.niedersachsen.de/themen/integration/integration---perspektiven-fuer-niedersachsen-91368.html
http://www.regierung-mv.de/Landesregierung/sm/Soziales/Integration
http://mifkjf.rlp.de/integration
http://www.willkommen.sachsen.de/
http://www.integriert-in-sachsen-anhalt.de/
http://www.saarland.de/19085.htm
http://www.schleswig-holstein.de/DE/Schwerpunkte/Zuwanderung/zuwanderung_node.html
http://www.integration-migration-thueringen.de/
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Support for youth associations 
Youth associations receive financial support at federal, state and loc al level as part  of 
fundamental child and youth services that are provided in ac c ordance with the Social 
Code Book VIII (SGB VIII). The main sources of funding are the Child and Youth Plan of 
the federation (Kinder- und Jugendplan des Bundes), the youth budgets of the federal 
states, and local child and youth support budgets. The BMFSFJ supports the youth 
associations’ structures at the central federal level. Youth work is organised and designed 
by young people themselves, who also carry part of the responsibility, under the 
umbrella of youth associations. The youth associations represent the interests and 
concerns of young people. At the regional level (Länder), the youth associations are 
brought together in the shape of regional youth councils (Landesjugendringe), at the 
local level, they form municipal youth councils (Stadtjugendringe) or district youth 
councils (Kreisjugendringe). Individual associations receive support at all three levels 
(national, regional and local). 

Quality assurance 
The evaluation projects vary in terms of the methodology, questions, indicators etc. 
used. Their outcomes vary accordingly. These points are mentioned in c onnection with 
the evaluations of individual programmes mentioned in the programme descriptions 
under Programmes for vulnerable young people, provided they are known. 

4.5 Initiatives promoting social inclusion and raising 
awareness 
Intercultural awareness 
Child and youth services 
According to Sections 1 and 3 of the Social Code Book VIII (Sozialgesetzbuch, SGB VIII), 
child and youth services providers in Germany must support all children and adolesc ents 
in Germany "in their personal and social development and assist in preventing or 
minimising disadvantages". 
The directives (Richtlinien) of the Child and Youth Plan of the federation (Kinder-  und 
Jugendplan des Bundes) are the framework for the support of international youth work 
whose aim is also to help to develop intercultural competences of young people. The 
implementing acts and youth budgets and plans of the federal states contain similar 
requirements. 

In addition to the integration and inclusion strategies of the federal and state 
governments (see Strategy for the Social Inclusion of Young People) there are 
programmes, projects, campaigns and initiatives run by and for individual areas of c hild 
and youth services. The youth associations run activities, programmes and projec ts at  
the federal and state level that ensure the associations remain fully intercultural and to 
support cooperation with young immigrant community organisations. There is a working 
group ‘Intercultural openness’ run by the regional youth councils which meets on a 
regular basis. Amongst others, the German Sports Youth also promotes the approach of 
intercultural openness in organised children's and youth sport. 

The service office Intercultural learning in daycare centres and schools (Interkulturelles 
Lernen in Kita und Schule) of the Saxony-Anhalt state network for immigrant community 
organisations (Landesnetzwerk der Migrantenorganisationen Sachsen-Anhalt) is an 
information and counselling centre for educational staff working in schools and daycare 
centres in Saxony-Anhalt. It provides advice and counselling to teachers wishing to 
develop concepts for managing diversity. It offers training courses and coaching on 
intercultural learning and provides material on developing intercultural learning materials 
(amongst other things, via the website lerneninterkulturell.de). It supports teachers in 

https://www.bmfsfj.de/bmfsfj/aktuelles/alle-meldungen/richtlinien-des-kinder--und-jugendplans-des-bundes--kjp-richtlinien-/86762?view=DEFAULT
https://eacea-skuhaja.c9.fpfis.tech.ec.europa.eu/admin/structure/views/view/yw_chapters_export#121
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/glossary-germany
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/sgb_8/__1.html
https://www.bmfsfj.de/bmfsfj/themen/kinder-und-jugend/jugendbildung/internationale-jugendarbeit--informationen-zur-foerderung/89156
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/glossary-germany
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/glossary-germany
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/43-strategy-social-inclusion-young-people-germany
https://www.dsj.de/nc/publikationen/?tx_gwshop_gwshop%5Bproduct%5D=23&tx_gwshop_gwshop%5Baction%5D=show&tx_gwshop_gwshop%5Bcontroller%5D=Product&cHash=4300385e9190bb89af30b540e61df408
http://www.lerneninterkulturell.de/
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developing projects on intercultural learning that will later be implemented together with 
immigrant community organisations and other civil society partners working in the field. 
Youth policy initiative to promote education and participation (Jugendpolitische 
Initiative für Bildung und Teilhabe, JiVE) 
Type: youth policy initiative coordinated by IJAB - Internat ional Youth Service of the 
Federal Republic of Germany (IJAB - Fachstelle für Internationale Jugendarbeit der 
Bundesrepublik Deutschland e.V.) divided into several sub-initiatives implemented by 
various partners. Time frame: Launched as a pilot project 'JiVE. Youth Work International 
- Experiencing Diversity' ('JiVE. Jugendarbeit international – Vielfalt erleben') in 2008, 
followed by youth policy initiative JiVE running from 2011-2018. Several sub- initiatives 
will be continued, e. g. ‘Kommune goes international’, an initiative to strengthen 
international youth work at the local level, also coordinated by IJAB. Core aims: to create 
a more equal playing field, with all partners aiming to open up international youth work 
activities and projects to all young people, including those who are currently out of reach. 
Main outcomes: Recommendations and manuals created and developed in the init iat ive 
will still be available at the IJAB website. Main target groups addressed: Mult ipliers and 
young people. 
UNESCO Associated Schools (unesco-projekt-schulen) 

Type: intercultural education network in Germany comprising around 300 schools. T ime 
frame: since 1953. Main target groups: Pupils of primary schools, vocational c olleges, 
grammar schools and progressive school pilots, mainstream state schools, independent 
schools. Core aims: to stand up for a culture of peace, which includes human rights, 
tolerance, democracy, intercultural learning, environment and sustainabilit y and global 
development. Main outcomes: Students at UNESCO Associated Schools absorb the values 
behind these priority areas, learn to form an opinion on them, and take c orresponding 
action: human rights and democracy education, intercultural learning, environmental 
education, global learning, and respect for UNESCO world heritage. 

Young people's rights 
On 18 November 2015, former Federal Minister for Youth Manuela Schwesig launched a 
campaign entitled Standing up for children’s rights (Starkmachen für Kinderrechte). 
Backed by testimonials from well-known personalities, the campaign is designed to raise 
awareness of the rights of children and adolescents in everyday contexts. One major 
item in the Coalition Agreement (Koalitionsvertrag) signed in 2018 by the Christian 
Democratic Party (CDU), the Christian Social Union (CSU), and the Social Democratic 
Party (SPD) for the 19th parliamentary term is the enshrinement of children’s rights in 
Germany’s Basic Law (Grundgesetz) in the form of fundamental rights for c hildren. The 
planned amendment to the Basic Law is currently being disc ussed by a working group 
composed of federal and state representatives. It met for the first time on 6 June 2018. 
A proposal will be put forward at the latest by the end of 2019. 

The German Child Protection Association (Deutscher Kinderschutzbund Bundesverband 
e.V., DKSB) is committed to protecting children from violence and child poverty and 
implementing children’s rights in Germany. The Association is an independent  c hild and 
youth services provider. It consists of the federal association, 16 state-level associations 
and over 430 local chapters. Together, they represent children’s interests at the federal 
and state policy level. The structure of the Association enables it  to ac t as a modern 
service provider on behalf of children and their families. Amongst other resources, DKSB 
runs the website www.jugend-hat-rechte.org for young people aged 12 and 18 explaining 
their rights to them. 

In 2018, the federal state of Lower Saxony and the Lower Saxony chapter of the German 
child protection association (Deutscher Kinderschutzbund, DKSB) once again awarded 
various initiatives with the state’s KinderHabenRechtePreis, whic h recognises projects 
that recognises projects that support children’s and young people’s right to partic ipate – 

http://www.ijab.de/
http://www.ijab.de/
https://www.ijab.de/en/kommunegoesinternational/
https://www.ijab.de/publikationen/projekte-arbeitsbereiche/jive/
http://www.ups-schulen.de/wir-ueber-uns/ziele-und-leitlinien/
https://www.bmfsfj.de/kinderrechte
https://www.bundestag.de/blob/543200/9f9f21a92a618c77aa330f00ed21e308/kw49_koalition_koalitionsvertrag-data.pdf
http://www.dksb.de/
http://www.dksb.de/
http://www.jugend-hat-rechte.org/
http://www.kinderhabenrechtepreis.de/
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whether in kindergarten, in youth services or in local policies. The motto in 2018 was 
“We have a say!” (Wir bestimmen mit!). The award is worth 9 000 euros. 
The National Coalition Germany currently consists of around 110 nationwide 
organisations and initiatives from various areas of society who c ome together to raise 
awareness of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (UN CRC) in Germany and 
promote its implementation. The National Coalition has regular, cooperative and 
supporting members, among them child and youth services providers, specialist 
organisations and individual bodies. The National Coalition publishes position papers and 
organises events. The website of the National Coalition contains informat ion on the UN 
CRC and on current developments in regard to its implementation in Germany. 
One of the targets in the ruling parties' coalition (2013-2017) agreement was to create a 
youth check (Jugend-Check) as an effective testing and awareness tool for proposed new 
laws and their effects on young people aged between 12 and 27. This tool was developed 
by the Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth 
(Bundesministerium für Familie, Senioren, Frauen und Jugend, BMFSFJ) together with the 
youth organisations and with contributions by other civil society organisations as part  of 
the Youth strategy – Action for a youth-oriented society (Jugendstrategie: Handeln für 
eine jugendgerechte Gesellschaft). BMFSFJ tried to get the youth c heck added to SGB 
VIII; the attempt in the 18th legislative period did not get the vote it needed for the law 
to be amended. The youth check remains a central element of the BMFSFJ's youth 
strategy. 

See Strategy for the Social Inclusion of Young People > Existence of a national st rategy 
on social inclusion > Youth strategy "Handeln für eine jugendgerechte Gesellschaft" 
(Action for a child- and youth-friendly society) 

Key initiatives to safeguard democracy and prevent radicalisation 
leading to violent extremism 
Federal programme "Demokratie leben!" (Live Democracy!) See Part icipation > 
"Learning to Participate" through Formal, Non-formal and Informal Learning > Non-
formal and informal learning 
The federal states also have democracy programmes: 

• Lower Saxony: 'Democracy and tolerance' (Demokratie und Toleranz) Type: funding 
directive Time frame: January 2014 - December 2018 Core aims: Lower Saxony 
supports measures that counter discrimination and xenophobia in soc iety and set  a 
clear signal against right-wing extremism, racism and anti-Semitism and for 
democracy and tolerance. In particular, it supports projects that raise awareness of 
democratic values and tolerant behaviour and encourage and empower participants to 
stand up for human rights and diversity. Main outcomes: 20 projects received funding 
in 2014, followed by 15 each in 2015 and 2016. In 2017, the State of Lower Saxony 
increased the budget substantially. As a result, 44 projects have already received 
funding as of mid-July 2017. Main target groups addressed: Applications are accepted 
from regional authorities and associated alliances that take the form of entities 
incorporated under German public law, other corporate bodies under public  law and 
non-profit legal entities under private law. The funded measures targets children, 
young people and adults. 

• Berlin: Berlin youth democracy fund (Jugend-Demokratiefonds Berlin) Type: regional 
fund (Berlin). Time frame: since 2013. Core aims: to enable children and young 
people to experience and engage in democracy and to help strengthen democratic 
structures, participation, and projects against right-wing extremism, racism and ant i-
Semitism in Berlin. It favours projects that pursue an experimental and innovative 
approach or aim to strengthen young people’s civic commitment in a special way. Main 
outcomes: So far (as at October 2018), the programme has benefited around 70 000 
children and adolescents. The total amount of funding so far stands at EUR 2.8 million. 
A total of around EUR 1.4 million has been earmarked for the youth democ racy fund 

http://www.netzwerk-kinderrechte.de/
https://www.jugendgerecht.de/jugend-check/
http://www.bmfsfj.de/
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/43-strategy-social-inclusion-young-people-germany#121
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/43-strategy-social-inclusion-young-people-germany#121
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/43-strategy-social-inclusion-young-people-germany#121
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/57-%E2%80%9Clearning-participate%E2%80%9D-through-formal-non-formal-and-informal-learning-germany#123
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/57-%E2%80%9Clearning-participate%E2%80%9D-through-formal-non-formal-and-informal-learning-germany#123
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/57-%E2%80%9Clearning-participate%E2%80%9D-through-formal-non-formal-and-informal-learning-germany#123
http://www.soziales.niedersachsen.de/startseite/soziales_gesundheit/migration_und_teilhabe/demokratie_und_toleranz/demokratie-und-toleranz-106701.html
http://www.stark-gemacht.de/
http://www.stark-gemacht.de/de/aktuelles/meldungen/news/181011-Jugend-Demok-ratiefonds-foerdert-Beteiligung.php
http://www.stark-gemacht.de/de/aktuelles/meldungen/news/181011-Jugend-Demok-ratiefonds-foerdert-Beteiligung.php
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for 2018/19. Main target groups addressed: public-sector and independent 
organisations, associations and civil society initiatives in the fields of youth work, 
youth association work and youth social work that have local or state-wide relevance. 

Support for civic education events and projects by the Federal Agency for Civic 
Education (Bundeszentrale für politische Bildung, bpb) 

The Federal Agency for Civic Education (Bundeszentrale für politische Bildung, bpb) 
promotes civic education events and projects for adults (aged 16 and above) in 
Germany. All of its activities are designed to teach the general public about society and 
government, European and international politics, and politically and socially relevant 
developments in culture, business, technology and science. bpb’s events and projec ts 
aim to assist people in making up their own minds about social and political 
developments, asserting their rights and interests, respecting their responsibilities 
towards their fellow citizens, society at large and the environment, and helping to shape 
a liberal and democratic social order and governmental system. bpb engages in a 
dialogue with recognised education provider to develop its work programmes for each 
year. Information about offers directed at young people at the bpb website. 

'No Hate Speech' Type: national 'No Hate Speech' campaign in Germany supported by 
BMFSFJ and coordinated by Neue deutsche Medienmacher. Time frame: since June 2016. 
Core aims: part of the 'No Hate Speech Movement' campaign launched by the Council of 
Europe to counter hate speech and discrimination online. It aims to take a c lear stance 
against hate speech, develop counter-strategies, and support victims. Main outc omes: 
Establishment and visibility of the issue of hate speech among the general public, in 
politics and the media. Main target groups addressed: to support young people and 
young media journalists in managing hate speech in online media and social networks. 

Strategie Demokratieförderung und Extremismusprävention (Strategy to 
prevent extremism and promote democracy) See Strategy for the Social Inclusion of 
Young People > Existence of a national strategy on social inclusion > Promoting 
democracy and preventing extremism 
Respect Coaches (Anti-Mobbing-Profis) An anti-bullying project by the name of 
Respect Coaches (Anti-Mobbing-Profis) was launched in 2018 to combat bullying on 
religious grounds in schools and promote tolerance and an understanding of democ racy. 
Under the scheme, a total of 170 anti-bullying experts (“Profis”) across the c ountry are 
to be given training. The budget for 2018 is EUR 20 million. The Youth Migration Services 
(Jugendmigrationsdienste) which receive funding from BMFSFJ are responsible for 
implementing the scheme at the local level. 

4.6 Access to quality services 
Housing 
A homeless person is someone who, involuntarily, has no accommodation or is directly in 
danger of losing their current accommodation. The same applies when the 
accommodation is unfit for protecting human beings against severe weather conditions or 
if using the accommodation carries acute health risks. In these cases, homeless 
individuals have a claim to accommodation provided by the local authority. In some 
states, security and public order acts setting out the applicable rules are in place.  

The local authority in which the homeless person usually lives or in which they lived two 
months before being provided accommodation is responsible for providing help with 
finding accommodation in line with Article 67 of Social Code Book XII, Assistance with 
special social difficulties (SGB XII, Hilfen in besonderen sozialen Schwierigkeiten). If a 
homeless person leaves the municipality and moves around, they lose their usual abode. 
In this case, the federal state – as the interregional social welfare organisation – is 
responsible for providing assistance. 

http://www.bpb.de/partner/foerderung/139974/foerdermoeglichkeiten
http://www.bpb.de/
http://www.bpb.de/veranstaltungen/zielgruppe/jugend/
http://www.no-hate-speech.de/
http://www.neuemedienmacher.de/
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/43-strategy-social-inclusion-young-people-germany#121
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/43-strategy-social-inclusion-young-people-germany#121
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/43-strategy-social-inclusion-young-people-germany#121
https://www.jugendmigrationsdienste.de/respekt-coaches/
https://www.igfm.de/hilfe-fuer-obdachlose/
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The points of contact for homeless persons vary from local authority to loc al authority. 
They may be part of welfare office (Sozialamt), housing office (Wohnungsamt), public  
order office (Ordnungsamt), youth office (Jugendamt) - in the case of young people -  or 
local social services (kommunaler sozialer Dienst). Some municipalities also have 
specialised units that seek accommodation for persons excluded from housing. The type 
of accommodation provided is generally shared accommodation. Frequently, local 
authorities will be able to provide special accommodation for girls and young women. 
Some cities offer emergency accommodation (Notschlafstellen) specifically for young 
people. Finally, there are many different kinds of services run by other organisations, 
notably independent social welfare providers. 

Homeless young people – transfer of custody (Inobhutnahme) 

Youth offices (Jugendämter) may take custody of minors if they request them to do so 
voluntarily or on the initiative of third parties, such as the police or teachers. The process 
of taking custody of children and adolescents is detailed in Section 42 of the Social Code 
Book VIII (Sozialgesetzbuch, SGB VIII). They are accommodated in a youth shelter 
(Jugendschutzstelle) or in a on-call foster family (Bereitschaftspflegefamilie). They may 
also be accommodated in another type of sheltered accommodation or, in individual 
cases, in a home. The youth office is also responsible for discussing the situation that led 
up to the transfer of custody together with the young person in quest ion and, where 
possible, to resolve it. 

Youth shelters 

Youth shelters accept young people around the clock who are in a personal emergency 
and whose return to their family, foster family, home or other youth welfare institution is 
not possible at the point in time in question or not advisable from an educational 
perspective. Youth shelters are usually run by a public-sector organisation, e.g., a loc al 
authority. They take custody usually for a short period of time until a longer-term 
solution is found. The duration of custody is determined jointly by the guardianship court  
(Vormundschaftsgericht) by consensus with the parents and the child. In cases where the 
child’s welfare is in danger, the guardianship court decides independently of where the 
child is to be placed and for how long, potentially against the parents’ wishes. 

Transfer of custody vs. emergency accommodation 

There is a difference between transfer of custody (Inobhutnahme) and emergency 
accommodation (Notschlafstellen). The latter is accommodation for adolescents and 
young persons of legal age. They are placed in partially sheltered residential groups of 
the emergency accommodation and, having determined their need for c hild and youth 
services, given other forms of assistance or assisted in taking charge of their own life, 
which can involve renting an apartment of their own. The youth office is obliged to 
consider various forms of assistance. If it is not able to provide assistance of it s own 
accord, it must refer the child, adolescent or young adult to another counselling servic e 
or institution. Possible courses of action can be to fund a rented room or own apartment  
so that the young adult in question can move into a different  social environment  and, 
e.g., return to school or vocational training. 

Residential homes 

Residential homes (Wohnheime) familiarise young residents with a life off the street and 
should be distinguished from overnight accommodation such as emergency 
accommodation. Minors may not be accommodated in residential homes for adults of 
legal age. However, there are residential homes specifically for adolescents and young 
adults. Known as youth residential homes (Jugendwohnheime), they often offer 
vocational training to residents. Many youth offices operate a central offic e that assists 
young people in finding sheltered forms of accommodation. The requirement for this, 
however, is that the young person in question requires assistance from child and youth 
services and wishes to receive this assistance. 

  

https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/glossary-germany
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/glossary-germany
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/glossary-germany
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/sgb_8/__42.html
http://www.igfm.de/menschenrechte/hilfe-fuer-den-notfall/inobhutnahmen-und-notschlafstellen/
http://www.igfm.de/menschenrechte/hilfe-fuer-den-notfall/inobhutnahmen-und-notschlafstellen/
https://www.caritas.de/hilfeundberatung/ratgeber/wohnungslosigkeit/lebenaufderstrasse/jugendliche-auf-der-strasse
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Counselling services 
Counselling services assist young people in improving their situation. They advise them 
and help them to find a vocational training place, job or suitable school as well as bet ter 
accommodation. The counsellors explore various child and youth servic es opt ions and 
usually work closely with the competent youth offices and specialist  services such as 
addiction counsellors, debt counsellors, legal advisors and social welfare advisors. Young 
people receive assistance when they run into trouble with the authorities or their parents. 
They have no legal claim to financial assistance in the narrow sense. In many cases, the 
youth offices temporarily stand in as sponsors. For instance, emergency shelters for 
young people accept all young people who come through the door. In such a c ase, the 
cost of accommodation and support by social workers is normally borne by the 
competent youth office. Applicants with an income of their own will usually be asked to 
contribute an appropriate amount to the overall cost. 

As a rule, young adults (aged 18 and above) are usually taken care of by the youth 
office. Some of them may find themselves without access to services, since the 
authorities may be locked in a long dispute over who is responsible for providing 
assistance. Generally, assistance is available to young people up to the age of 21; only in 
certain cases will assistance be provided to individuals aged up to 27. As a rule, however, 
the beneficiary must be in need of assistance with developing their personality and 
learning to live an independent life. 

Mobile youth work / street work 

Young people subject to housing exclusion and homelessness may also seek help with 
mobile youth work organisations (Mobile Jugendarbeit) or streetworkers, in line with 
sections 11 Youth Work (Jugendarbeit) and 13 Youth Social Work (Jugendsozialarbeit) of 
SGB VIII. This target group is provided with holistic assistance, including support in 
resolving conflicts with their families or partners, assistance with health problems, 
criminal prosecution, violence, school problems or career counselling issues, 
correspondence with the authorities, finding an apartment or improving their 
accommodation. These services are funded via local authority youth budgets, state youth 
budgets, private funds, and the European Social Fund. 

Social services 
In Germany, local child and youth services and in turn, the youth offices (Jugendämter) 
are responsible for social support to children and young people provided this is not 
accounted for under the remit of Social Code Books II and III (SGB II and III) or other 
matrimonial or family-related services. 

Social services include e. g. the payment of housing benefit (Wohngeld). Housing benefit  
helps low-income households to cover the costs of living. Tenants receive housing 
benefits in the form of rent subsidies. Owner-occupants receive housing benefits in the 
form of cost subsidies. Different factors affect whether and how much benefit s can be 
claimed (total household income, number of household occupants to be counted, amount  
of rent eligible for subsidies etc.). Every child increases the number of household 
occupants to be counted and thus the level of housing benefit. Child benefit s and c hild 
benefit supplements are not included as income when determining eligibility for housing 
benefit. Single parents receive a tax-free allowance for every child under the age of 12. 
Children aged between 16 and 24 earning their own income are also given a tax-free 
allowance in the amount of the income, capped at 600 euros a year. 
See also Youth Wiki > Financial services and Inclusive programmes for young people 

Federal Anti-Discrimination Agency (Antidiskriminierungsstelle des Bundes) 

The legally mandated role of the Federal Anti-Discrimination Agency is to provide 
counselling, carry out research, and perform public relations work. The team of advisors 
and lawyers provide legal information in the case of discrimination or sexual harassment, 
explain available options with respect to whether and how c ertain rights – e.g. in the 

https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/sgb_8/__11.html
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/sgb_8/__13.html
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/glossary-germany
https://www.bmi.bund.de/DE/themen/bauen-wohnen/stadt-wohnen/wohnraumfoerderung/wohngeld/wohngeld-artikel.html
https://eacea-skuhaja.c9.fpfis.tech.ec.europa.eu/admin/structure/views/view/yw_chapters_export#124
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/44-inclusive-programmes-young-people-germany
https://www.antidiskriminierungsstelle.de/DE/Beratung/beratung_node.html
https://www.antidiskriminierungsstelle.de/DE/Beratung/beratung_node.html
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areas of work, living and services – can be asserted, try to reach amicable settlements to 
conflicts, and provide details of local experts. The service is based on the General Ac t  on 
Equal Treatment (Allgemeines Gleichbehandlungsgesetz, AGG). The protection prescribed 
by the Act applies to all individuals, regardless of their residential status. 

Health care 
See also Youth Wiki > Health and Well-Being 
Health insurance 

• Health insurance is mandatory in Germany. Provided their parents are insured under a 
mandatory or voluntary statutory health insurance scheme, young people under the 
age of 18 are covered by a family health insurance (Familienversicherung) at no 
further cost. The statutory health insurance system covers medical treatments. 
Children and adolescents aged 18 or under are exempt from prescription fees (EUR 5). 

The statutory health insurance (gesetzliche Krankenversicherung) providers pay for the 
cost of health screenings for young people aged 12 to 14 (known as J1). Young people 
aged 16 or 17 can take part in additional health screenings (known as J2). However, not  
all statutory health insurance providers pay for the J2 screenings. 

Federal Centre for Health Education (Bundeszentrale für gesundheitliche 
Aufklärung ) 

The Federal Centre for Health Education (Bundeszentrale für gesundheitliche Aufklärung, 
BZgA) also provides information and material on child and youth health to parents, 
experts and institutions working in healthcare, early childhood education and education, 
and child and youth services, but also to children and young people. It s materials and 
projects reflect recent research, are prepared such that they respond to the target 
groups in question, and are regularly evaluated and reviewed or redesigned where 
necessary. BZgA responds to the complex nature of personal and social factors at play in 
this area with a holistic, lifelong concept to promote the health of c hildren and young 
people. Its activities are aligned with the life situations of children and young people, and 
take account of their personal choices and circumstances under which they live. 

Counselling offices 

There is a dense network of counselling offices for child and youth health in Germany. 
They are run by various organisations, including welfare associations, organisations or 
local authorities. Generally, they are open to the general public, although some specialise 
in counselling young people. Their services are generally free of charge. 

Nationwide telephone helplines 

The nationwide child and youth helpline (Kinder- und Jugendtelefon), also known as the 
number against sorrow (Nummer gegen Kummer) - 116111 - offers confidential and free 
advice to children and young people seeking assistance. It c an be reached Monday to 
Saturday from 2 to 8 pm. There is also an online counselling service through the website. 
The helpline is a service provided by the association Nummer gegen Kummer e.V. and is 
funded by the Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth 
(Bundesministerium für Familie, Senioren, Frauen und Jugend, BMFSFJ) and Deutsche 
Telekom AG. 

Telephone counselling (TelefonSeelsorge) is a helpline for callers in crisis (0800 1110111 
or 0800 1110222). It is available around the clock, free, and completely anonymous. 
Here, too, an e-mail, chat or face-to-face option is available. This helpline is run by 
associations affiliated with the two major national churches in Germany: Evangelisc he 
Konferenz für TelefonSeelsorge, Offene Tür e.V. and Katholische 
Bundesarbeitsgemeinschaft für Ehe-, Familien- und Lebensberatung, TelefonSeelsorge 
and Offene Tür e.V. It is also funded by BMFSFJ and Deutsche Telekom AG. 

https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/7-health-and-well-being-germany
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/glossary-germany
http://www.kindergesundheit-info.de/themen/entwicklung/frueherkennung-u1-u9-und-j1/j1-untersuchung/
http://www.bzga.de/
https://www.bzga.de/infomaterialien/kinder-und-jugendgesundheit/
http://www.nummergegenkummer.de/
http://www.telefonseelsorge.de/
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The Violence against women support helpline (Hilfetelefon Gewalt gegen Frauen) is 
reachable under the toll-free number 08000 116016 every day, around the clock. It 
serves women who are victims of violence. The counselling services are anonymous and 
are offered in several languages. The support helpline is managed by the Federal Off ice 
of Family Affairs and Civil Society Functions (Bundesamt für Familie und 
zivilgesellschaftliche Aufgaben, BAFzA). 
Specialised counselling services 

• Counselling services for children and young people 

Many local youth offices and non-profit organisations run general counselling services on 
health, e.g., youth counselling, a child and youth helpline, or an emergency helpline 
(e.g., for victims of violence or rape). 

• Addiction counselling services 
Addiction counselling services offer counselling on narcotics, alcohol and drug abuse as 
well as on gambling addiction. The state offices for addiction issues (Landesstellen für 
Suchtfragen) are also points of referral to addiction clinics, specialised addiction 
prevention units and self-help groups in the federal states. They are points of c ontacts 
and umbrella organisations for associations and organisations that are active in addiction 
support and prevention at the state level (with the exception of Mecklenburg-West 
Pomerania). Together, they form the Federal association of state off ices for addic t ion 
issues (Bundesarbeitsgemeinschaft der Landesstellen für Suchtfragen). 
• HIV/Aids and STI counselling services 

These counselling services advise sufferers, relatives, friends, coworkers and teachers 
who are in personal contact with HIV and Aids sufferers and who may have questions, as 
well as prostitutes, punters/johns and anyone seeking advice on sexually transmitted 
diseases. Advice is provided on prevention and testing, along with information on health, 
personal, professional and administrative matters relating to HIV and Aids. The public 
health authorities offer testing for free or for a small fee, plus, frequent ly, c ounselling. 
BZgA also offers a telephone helpline and online counselling on HIV and Aids. 

Don’t give Aids a chance (Gib Aids keine Chance) was a campaign to prevent HIV/Aids 
that largely urged people to use condoms. After almost 30 years, the campaign was 
given a fresh image; since 2016 it has been known as Love life (Liebesleben). While 
Don’t give Aids a chance was clearly targeted at HIV/Aids prevention, the new campaign 
was extended to include other sexually transmitted diseases (STDs) and new target 
groups, including young people. 

• Counselling services on sexuality, partnership and contraception 
Recognised counselling services on sexuality, partnership and contraception exist in most  
larger towns and cities. Many public health authorities also offer counselling in this f ield. 
In addition, in most larger cities in Germany there are other counselling services, 
including the youth office. These counselling services are also available to c hildren and 
adolescents. Assistance in case of problems, e.g., violence, is provided by girls’ or 
women’s centres or shelters, women’s counselling offices, women’s helplines, women’s 
shelters, and pregnancy (crisis) counselling offices. 

• Pregnancy counselling services 

State-recognised and -funded pregnancy counselling servic es provide free and where 
requested anonymous advice on all issues relating to pregnancy, birth, sexuality, 
contraception and involuntary childlessness. The counsellors have a background in soc ial 
education, psychology or health and provide advice on public family services, one’s rights 
in the employment arena, and diagnostic possibilities during pregnancy. They also 
provide information on resolving conflicts triggered by a pregnancy, on support available 
for children with compromised health, and on methods to terminate a pregnancy. Finally, 

http://www.hilfetelefon.de/en.html
http://www.hilfetelefon.de/
http://www.bafza.de/
http://www.bafza.de/
http://www.bzga.de/service/beratungsstellen/suchtprobleme/
http://www.bzga.de/service/beratungsstellen/suchtprobleme/
http://www.dhs.de/dhs/landesstellen.html
https://www.liebesleben.de/fuer-alle/beratung/beratungsstellen/
https://www.liebesleben.de/fuer-alle/beratung/
http://www.liebesleben.de/
http://www.bzga.de/service/beratungsstellen/sexualitaet-partnerschaft-und-verhuetung/
http://www.familienplanung.de/beratung


Youth policies Germany – 2020  Youth Wiki 

132 

they provide active help in asserting claims, finding accommodation and childcare, 
continuing one’s vocational training, and finding follow-up assistance. 
• Prevention of abuse and counselling for victims of abuse 

The portal for abuse assistance (Hilfeportal Missbrauch) supports victims, their families 
and other individuals who wish to support them. Local assistance services are listed in a 
nationwide database. The sexual abuse helpline (Hilfetelefon Sexueller Missbrauch) 0800 
2255530 provides information and counselling, also anonymously. 
Wildwasser.de, a nationwide network of regional independent child and youth services 
providers, offers socio-educational assistance to children, young people and adult s who 
are affected by sexual abuse, and advises friends and relatives of victims, as well as 
experts and volunteers. 

• Gambling counselling 
Gambling counselling services offer support and advise on gambling, addiction and 
treatment. Their target groups are persons susceptible to addiction, addicts, families, 
partners and other individuals who regularly interact with persons possibly or ac tually 
addicted to gambling. 

BZgA offers an online counselling service and a free telephone helpline on gambling 
addiction 0800 1372700. It is available across the country and offers anonymous advice, 
information and emotional support for all callers who are in some way affected by 
gambling-related problems. There is also an online counselling service. 

• Counselling, self-help and treatment for eating disorders 

There are professional and specialised counselling services for eating disorders that 
follow recognised guidelines and provide free advice and information to sufferers, 
relatives, friends and experts. A database run by BZgA lists the addresses of all eat ing 
disorder counselling services in Germany. There are also professionals who run their own 
practices and provide advice to sufferers for a charge, such as psychotherapists, 
alternative practitioners, and nutritionists. 
An anonymous telephone helpline [+49 (0)221892031] run by BZgA is available to 
inform sufferers on anything relating to eating disorders and adipositas, also in 
emergencies. 
• Professional development for health care mediators available 

In Germany, doctors and health care professionals are legally required to undergo 
ongoing training. This is on the basis of laws regarding professional chambers and health 
care professionals in the federal states, as well as professional codes and further training 
regulations issued on the basis of these laws by the chambers with the approval of the 
relevant state authorities. The professional chambers in the federal states offer 
recognised further training. The German Medical Association (Bundesärztekammer) 
website can be used to search for further training opportunities across Germany. 

The German statutory pension insurance scheme (Deutsche Rentenversicherung) also 
has information and advice on further medical training. 

The GKV network portal (GKV-Netzwerk) has free information for employees of statutory 
health insurers, insurance funds and the relevant public authorities. 

The online portal Kindergesundheit-info.de offers information about children’s healthy 
development and is a valuable source for experts. 

Financial services 
The government supports families, children and young people in the shape of various 
grants and tax breaks. Among the most important of these are Among the most 
important of these are child benefit (Kindergeld), a tax-free allowance for children 
(Kinderfreibetrag), a supplementary child allowance (Kinderzuschlag), 

https://www.hilfeportal-missbrauch.de/
http://wildwasser.de/
https://www.check-dein-spiel.de/beratung-hilfe/hilfe-vor-ort/
https://www.check-dein-spiel.de/beratung-hilfe/hilfe-vor-ort/
https://www.check-dein-spiel.de/beratung-hilfe/hilfe-vor-ort/
https://www.bzga-essstoerungen.de/hilfe-finden/suche-nach-beratungsangeboten/
http://www.baek-fortbildungssuche.de/
https://deutsche-rentenversicherung.de/DRV/DE/Experten/Infos-fuer-Aerzte/Fort-Weiterbildung-Aerzte/fort_und_weiterbildung.html
http://www.gkv-netzwerk.de/
https://www.kindergesundheit-info.de/fuer-fachkraefte/
https://familienportal.de/familienportal/familienleistungen/kindergeld
https://familienportal.de/familienportal/familienleistungen/steuerentlastungen
https://familienportal.de/familienportal/familienleistungen/kinderzuschlag
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support/maintenance (Unterhalt) and advance payment of maintenance 
(Unterhaltsvorschuss), housing benefit (Wohngeld), childcare costs 
(Kinderbetreuungskosten) and federal education assistance (BaföG): 

• Child benefit: The state pays child benefit for all minors. Parents must apply for c hild 
benefit in writing. Child benefit is not based on income and is staggered according to 
the number of children. Since 1 January 2018, child benefit for the f irst  and sec ond 
child is 204 euros a month each, for the third child 210 euros a month, and for the 
fourth and any further child(ren) 235 euros a month. The entitlement to child benefit  
begins at birth and ends on the child's 18th birthday. If a child is in further 
education/training, child benefit can be extended up to their 25th birthday. 
Unemployed children receive child benefit up to their 21st birthday. Child benefit  is 
paid indefinitely for children who are unable to support themselves due to a physic al, 
mental or emotional disability. This is on the condition that the disability presents 
before the child's 25th birthday. 

• Tax-free allowance for children: This allowance can also be claimed instead of c hild 
benefit. Unlike child benefit, the allowance for children is not paid out but is a tax-free 
allowance that is deducted from taxable income. The German tax offic e (Finanzamt) 
will usually check whether it makes more sense financially for a family to receive child 
benefit or to make use of the tax-free allowance when it  proc esses the inc ome tax 
declaration. 

• Supplementary child allowance: Parents who can financially support themselves but  
not their children receive a child benefit supplement of up to 185 euros a month for 
every child living in their household. The supplement is paid on top of child benefit 
and, together with housing benefit, aims to prevent low-income families from having 
to claim unemployment benefit II (Arbeitslosengeld II) to make a living. To be eligible 
for the child benefit supplement, parental couples must earn a joint income of at least  
900 euros (gross) per month, single parents at least 600 euros (gross) per month – in 
both cases excluding child and housing benefit. However, an income ceiling also 
applies. This ceiling is calculated by adding together blanket standard rates for 
subsistence (basic needs) and the costs of accommodation and heating. Any inc ome 
and assets of the child are also taken into account when calculating the child benefit  
supplement. Benefits for extra needs – such as in the case of disability or pregnancy – 
can also be included with standard benefits. Alongside basic needs, the calculation to 
determine the income ceiling also includes a percentage for the parents' 
accommodation and heating costs. 

• Support/maintenance: Every child has a basic right to receive support from its 
parents. Mothers and fathers can provide this support as care and upbringing or as 
cash in the form of maintenance. The parent with whom the child lives will usually 
provide their share of support in the form of the child's care and upbringing. The other 
parent will normally pay maintenance. There is a difference between maintenance for 
minors and maintenance for children of age. If the parent with whom the c hild does 
not live cannot afford to/does not pay maintenance, an entitlement to advance 
payment of maintenance exists under certain conditions. Up to their 21st  birthday, 
young adults can contact the youth office (Jugendamt) for advice and help with their 
entitlement to maintenance. 

• Advance payment of maintenance: If a parent fails to pay maintenance, the other 
parent is entitled to advance payment of maintenance under certain c onditions. The 
personal income of the single parent does not matter. The advance maintenance (on 
top of child benefit) currently (July 2019) amounts to 160 euros/month for c hildren 
under 6 years, 212 euros/month for children aged 6 to 11 years, and 282 
euros/month for children aged 12 to 17 years. For the latter group advance 
maintenance is being paid following a change in the law as of 1 July 2017 (previously 
only up to 12 years). 

• Housing benefit: See Social services. 

https://familienportal.de/familienportal/familienleistungen/unterhalt
https://familienportal.de/familienportal/familienleistungen/unterhaltsvorschuss
https://www.bmi.bund.de/DE/themen/bauen-wohnen/stadt-wohnen/wohnraumfoerderung/wohngeld/wohngeld-artikel.html
https://familienportal.de/familienportal/familienleistungen/steuerentlastungen
https://www.baf%C3%B6g.de/
https://www3.arbeitsagentur.de/web/content/EN/Benefits/UnemploymentBenefitII/index.htm
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/glossary-germany
https://eacea-skuhaja.c9.fpfis.tech.ec.europa.eu/admin/structure/views/view/yw_chapters_export#122
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• Childcare costs: Two thirds of childcare costs are tax deductible (as special expenses). 
For each child under the age of 14, a maximum of 4 000 euros per year can be 
deducted for tax purposes. Working single parents and working couples can offset 
childcare costs as income-related expenses or service costs. For non-working single 
parents and couples where only one partner works, these c osts c an only be offset 
between the ages of 3 and 6 (deductible as special expenses). However, up to the 
child's 3rd birthday and between their 6th and 14th birthdays, c osts (under c ertain 
conditions) for home childcare can be offset for tax purposes. For children with 
disabilities that present before they reach the age of 25 and who are not able to 
support themselves, childcare costs are also tax-deductible as an extraordinary 
burden even after the child reaches the age of 14. 

• Federal education assistance: BAföG provides financial aid to help all young people in 
all social and financial circumstances complete training/education in an area suited to 
their abilities and interests. BAföG funding is granted to university students and young 
people attending other further education institutes. Individual eligibility to receive 
financial training assistance is based on the following requirements: German 
nationality or a right of residence as listed under Section (8) BAföG, general suitability 
for the training selected, and applicants must not be over the maximum age limit. 
Maximum funding currently (July 2019): 735 euros per month. If the individual is a 
parent living in the same household as their child under the age of 10, a supplement  
of 130 euros per child can also be paid (Section 14b BAföG). General age limit: 35 
years (for master's degree courses). In most cases, 50% of funding for students is 
provided as a grant and 50% as an interest-free loan. Half of the funding, but no more 
than 10,000 euros, must be therefore paid back (special arrangements possible). 

To promote training/education and career guidance, every child and every young person 
has a right to the following services under Book III of the Social Code (Sozialgesetzbuch 
III, SGB III): - Career counselling, career guidance, job market counselling (Sections 29 
to 34 SGB III), - Placement of those seeking jobs or training (Sections 35 to 39 SGB III), 
- Steps to trigger and support workplace integration (Section 45 SGB III), - Career 
guidance schemes (Section 48 SGB III), - Help with career entry (Section 49 SGB III), -  
Trial employment schemes and working aids for people with disabilities (Section 46 SGB 
III), - Employment-readiness training (Sections 51 to 55 SGB III), - Training grants 
(Sections 56 to 72 SGB III), - Training grants for people with disabilities (Section 73 SGB 
III), - Training support services (Section 75 SGB III), - Extra-company vocational 
training (Section 76 SGB III), - Start-up grant (Sections 93 to 94 SGB III), - Servic es to 
promote participation in working life (Sections 112 to 116 SGB III), and - Education 
benefit (Sections 122 to 126 SGB III). 

People with disabilities have a right to rehabilitation and participation – this includes 
children and young people – as well as a right to social care insurance including servic es 
for home and in-patient care, caregiver tools and technical aids; expert integration 
services provide advice and help both for job-seekers and for employees with disabilit ies 
and their employers. The focus is on helping school pupils with disabilities and employees 
of workshops for people with disabilities with their efforts to f ind a job on the general 
labour market. The expert information services also inform and advise employers on all 
matters connected with employing people with disabilities, in particular on removing 
barriers of all kinds. 
Recipients of child benefit supplements and housing benefits are entitled to claim 
education and participation benefits. The so-called education package (Bildungspaket ) 
consists of cash and non-cash benefits. These include: one-day school and nursery t rips 
(actual costs), multi-day class and nursery trips (actual costs), personal school 
requirements (total of 100 euros/year), transport to school for pupils (actual costs), 
learning support (actual costs), school dinners or nursery dinners (allowance), 
participation in social and cultural life in the community (e.g. sports club, music  lessons 
up to 10 euros/month). 

https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/sgb_3/
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/sgb_3/
https://www.familienratgeber.de/jugendliche/bildung_arbeit/uebergang_schule_beruf.php
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See also Social Inclusion > Inclusive programmes for young people > Programmes for 
vulnerable young people 
The situation of children is influenced in particular measure by SGB II (social benefit and 
benefits relating to education and participation); that of young people in transit ion from 
school to training or work is impacted also by SGB III. The resulting measures serve to 
ensure the social integration of children and young people. 

Claims can only be asserted under certain circumstances. In this regard, Sec tion 33c  of 
the Social Code Book I (SGB I) clearly stipulates what is known as a prohibition of 
discrimination (Benachteiligungsverbot). 

Quality assurance 
In 2014 the Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth 
(Bundesministerium für Familie, Senioren, Frauen und Jugend) and the Federal Minist ry 
of Finance (Bundesministerium der Finanzen) published a joint overall evaluation report  
of core marriage- and family-related benefits. The evaluation looked at the following core 
marriage- and family-related benefits: child benefit and tax-free child allowance, parental 
benefit (Elterngeld), additional unemployment benefit (Arbeitslosengeld) for beneficiaries 
with children, social benefit (Sozialgeld) for children, supplementary child allowance, 
housing benefit for households with children, free inclusion of spouses in the statutory 
health insurance scheme, lower contributions to the statutory long-term care insurance 
for parents with children relative to childless individuals, earned income splitting for 
married couples (Ehegattensplitting), tax credits for single parents, deductibility of 
childcare costs, childcare, and advance payment of maintenance for single parents. The 
evaluation also covered marriage- and family-related benefits in regard to old-age 
pensions; including the consideration of periods spent raising children when c alc ulating 
statutory old-age pension payments, surviving dependents’ benefits 
(Hinterbliebenenversorgung), pension splitting (Rentensplitting) and allowance for 
children (Kinderzulage) for the Riester pension system. The evaluation shows that 
subsidised childcare and parental benefit are among the most effective benefits. Without 
the public funding that goes towards childcare, 100 000 mothers with children between 1 
and 3 years of age would not be in work. The outcomes of this research serve to continue 
developing the family-related benefit system and to align it with the modern-day needs 
and desires of families. 
For information about the ‘Monitoring report on the education package: Opportunities for 
children from families receiving supplementary child allowance’ see also General context  
> Main challenges to social inclusion > National surveys containing information on young 
people’s social inclusion. 

The Family Report 2017 (Familienreport 2017) reports on current family-related trends in 
Germany and describes projects, initiatives and programmes in the federal government's 
family policy. 

4.7 Youth work to foster social inclusion 
Main inclusive youth work programmes and target groups 
Youth work that is performed by public-sector and independent organisations (Freie 
Träger) providing child and youth services is designed to promote young people’s 
development by creating structures and leisure activities that respond to young people’s 
interests and to which they can make an active contribution. There are open forms of 
youth work that young people can avail themselves of without being members of a c lub 
or similar, such as billiard games or creative courses taught in an open-access youth 
centre. Support is also provided to youth associations such as the scouts, sports youth, 
and the youth chapters of the Red Cross and the fire servic es. Other priority areas of 
youth work are international youth exchanges, youth counselling servic es and holiday 

https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/44-inclusive-programmes-young-people-germany
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/44-inclusive-programmes-young-people-germany
http://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/sgb_1/__33c.html
http://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/sgb_1/__33c.html
http://www.bmfsfj.de/
http://www.bundesfinanzministerium.de/
https://www.bmfsfj.de/bmfsfj/themen/familie/familienleistungen/zur-gesamtevaluation-der-ehe-und-familienbezogenen-leistungen/gesamtevaluation-der-ehe--und-familienbezogenen-leistungen/73846
https://www.bmfsfj.de/bmfsfj/themen/familie/familienleistungen/zur-gesamtevaluation-der-ehe-und-familienbezogenen-leistungen/gesamtevaluation-der-ehe--und-familienbezogenen-leistungen/73846
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/41-general-context-germany#121
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/41-general-context-germany#121
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/41-general-context-germany#121
https://www.bmfsfj.de/bmfsfj/service/publikationen/familienreport-2017/119526
http://www.familien-wegweiser.de/wegweiser/stichwortverzeichnis,did=110480.html.
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/glossary-germany
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/glossary-germany
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camps for children and young people. Young people can contribute their ideas and 
suggestions to the programmes. 
For further information on the ongoing nationwide youth work programmes that promote 
the social integration of children and young people and its target groups see Inc lusive 
programmes for young people. The programmes promote structures as well as activities. 

Public funding 
Youth work receives public funding at all levels (federal, state and local). 

Support provided through the federal government’s Child and Youth Plan 
(Kinder- und Jugendplan des Bundes) 

The Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth 
(Bundesministerium für Familie, Senioren, Frauen und Jugend, BMFSFJ) is technically the 
supreme federal authority when it comes to child and youth services. It provides funding 
wherever child and youth services carries supraregional signific ance and where, by it s 
nature, it cannot be effectively supported by a federal state alone. This is st ipulated in 
section 83(1) SGB VIII. BMFSFJ fulfils this function under the Child and Youth Plan of the 
federation (Kinder- und Jugendplan des Bundes) which was introduced in 1950 and 
known as the Federal youth plan (Bundesjugendplan) until 1994. The Child and Youth 
Plan (Kinder- und Jugendplan) is the main source of funding for child and youth servic es 
at the federal level and represents the biggest item in the BMFSFJ budget. It c overs the 
many areas of activity of child and youth services which, inter alia, serve to promote the 
social integration of all children and young people. 

4.8 Current debates and reforms 
Forthcoming policy developments 
The coalition agreement (Koalitionsvertrag) for the 19th parliamentary term (as of 2017) 
foresees, among other items: 

• the continued development of child and youth services legislation on the basis of the 
Act to strengthen protection for children and young people (Kinder- und 
Jugendstärkungsgesetz) projected during the previous parliamentary term. The idea is 
to create an effective support system that strengthens families and protects c hildren 
from harm. In preparation for a new draft law, a broad dialogue is to be held with the 
involvement of researchers and practitioners in the field of child and youth servic es, 
disability services organisations, and representatives of the state and local level. The 
dialogue will also include a series of expert events such as a conference on the 
modernisation of Book Eight of the Social Code (“Die Modernisierung des SGB VIII”) 
on 26-27 November 2018 in Berlin. In addition, input from individuals with personal 
experience of child and youth services and family court will be collated and analysed 
systematically. 

• the enshrinement of children’s rights in Germany’s Basic Law. To finalise the details, 
representatives of the federal and state level have formed a joint working group, 
which met for the first time on 6 June 2018. A proposal is set to be put forward by the 
end of 2019 at the latest. Various associations and institutions have published 
statements on this topic, including a position paper by the German Federal Youth 
Council (Deutscher Bundesjugendring) on enshrining children’s rights in the Basic Law 
(“Kinderrechte umfassend im Grundgesetz verankern”) dated 5-6 September 2018, 
and a position paper by the Child and Youth Welfare Organisation 
(Arbeitsgemeinschaft für Kinder- und Jugendhilfe) on the government’s impact on 
education and child-rearing (“Staat wirkt an Erziehung mit – und wirkt auf Erziehung 
ein”) dated 27-28 September 2018, which focuses on the relationship between 
children, parents and the government in the context of enshrining children’s rights in 
the Basic Law. 

https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/44-inclusive-programmes-young-people-germany
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/44-inclusive-programmes-young-people-germany
http://www.bmfsfj.de/
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/glossary-germany
http://www.bmfsfj.de/blob/111964/2f7ae557daa0d2d8fe78f8a3f9569f21/richtlinien-kjp-2017-data.pdf
https://www.bundestag.de/blob/543200/9f9f21a92a618c77aa330f00ed21e308/kw49_koalition_koalitionsvertrag-data.pdf
https://jugendhilfe-inklusiv.de/veranstaltungen/termin/31826
https://www.dbjr.de/fileadmin/Positionen/2018/2018-DBJR-Position-ha-kinderrechte.pdf
https://www.jugendhilfeportal.de/fileadmin/user_upload/Staat_wirkt_an_Erziehung_mit.pdf
https://www.jugendhilfeportal.de/fileadmin/user_upload/Staat_wirkt_an_Erziehung_mit.pdf
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Ongoing debates 
The dominant theme in Germany at the moment is the situation faced by refugee 
children and young people, especially minors who have come to Germany 
unaccompanied. The debate centres above all on the legal conditions surrounding 
support for them in the form of custody by the authorities. In 2017, half of the 
approximately 41 000 young people (14 to 18) who were taken into care were 
unaccompanied refugees. Articles on current questions and debates surrounding the topic 
of young refugees in the context of child and youth services can be found at  the portal 
for specialists in child and youth services (Fachkräfteportal der Kinder- und Jugendhilfe). 
Another much-debated issue is the radicalisation of youngsters. The context here is 
violent Islamism and right-wing extremism. For more information on programmes and 
initiatives see Strategy for the Social Inclusion of Young People > Existence of a national 
strategy on social inclusion > Strategies including all age groups: St rategy to prevent 
extremism and promote democracy and Initiatives Promoting Social Inclusion and Raising 
Awareness > Key initiatives to safeguard democracy against and prevent radic alisation 
which lead to violent extremism. 

 

5. PARTICIPATION 

Youth participation is a guiding principle in the implementation of the youth st rategy of 
the Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth 
(Bundesministerium für Familie, Senioren, Frauen und Jugend, BMFSFJ). The 
development of a youth check (Jugend-Check) as a central element of the BMFSFJ's 
youth strategy was implemented by BMFSFJ together with the youth organisations and 
with input from other civil society stakeholders. The youth check serves to review 
proposed federal policies to ensure they are in line with the interests and concerns of the 
younger generation and to raise awareness of the need to c onsider young people and 
what is important to them. Another one of the main projects of the youth strategy is the 
online participation platform jugend.beteiligen.jetzt. 
See also National Strategy to Increase Youth Participation. 

One important issue is to raise awareness on democratic rights and values among young 
people. There is a great variety of programmes, initiatives and projec ts supporting the 
civic education of young people and more participation in elections. Further informat ion 
on these programmes and initiatives can be found in the section Raising political 
awareness among young people. 

5.1 General context 
Definitions and concepts 
In a general sense, participation refers to "the participation by individuals in st ruc turing 
social relationships and accomplishing shared tasks". In a stricter sense, it is the 
"participation by the public in shaping political structures and the democratic formation of 
political will". Since the end of the nineties, public participation has been seen as a 
"mechanism for unlocking centralised and bureaucratic political and administrative 
structures". In addition to the structures of representative democracy, there are many 
forms of participation that give the public a voice, such as participatory budgeting, c ivic 
initiatives and citizen councils. (German Association for Public and Private Welfare, 
2011). 

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Germany is a signatory of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child. It is 
committed to implementing these rights in national law. The United Nations defines 

https://b-umf.de/p/umverteilung-inobhutnahme/
https://www.destatis.de/DE/Themen/Gesellschaft-Umwelt/Soziales/Kinderhilfe-Jugendhilfe/Tabellen/inobhutnahmen.html
https://www.jugendhilfeportal.de/fokus/junge-fluechtlinge/
http://www.bpb.de/politik/extremismus/radikalisierungspraevention/230493/radikalisierung-gruende-und-verlauf
http://www.bpb.de/politik/extremismus/rechtsextremismus/
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/node/1239#Strategies%20including%20all%20age%20groups
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/node/1239#Strategies%20including%20all%20age%20groups
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/node/1239#Strategies%20including%20all%20age%20groups
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/45-initiatives-promoting-social-inclusion-and-raising-awareness-germany#123
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/45-initiatives-promoting-social-inclusion-and-raising-awareness-germany#123
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/45-initiatives-promoting-social-inclusion-and-raising-awareness-germany#123
http://www.bmfsfj.de/
https://www.jugend-check.de/english/
http://jugend.beteiligen.jetzt/
https://national-policies.eacea.ec.europa.eu/youthwiki/chapters/germany/55-national-strategy-to-increase-youth-participation
https://national-policies.eacea.ec.europa.eu/youthwiki/chapters/germany/58-raising-political-awareness-among-young-people
https://national-policies.eacea.ec.europa.eu/youthwiki/chapters/germany/58-raising-political-awareness-among-young-people
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/references-germany#Fachlexikon_Soziale_Arbeit
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/references-germany#Fachlexikon_Soziale_Arbeit
https://www.bmfsfj.de/blob/93140/8c9831a3ff3ebf49a0d0fb42a8efd001/uebereinkommen-ueber-die-rechte-des-kindes-data.pdf
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children as all people under the age of 18. Section 12 (1) of the Convent ion describes 
young people's right of participation as follows: "States Parties shall assure to the c hild 
who is capable of forming his or her own views the right to express those views freely in 
all matters affecting the child, the views of the child being given due weight in 
accordance with the age and maturity of the child." 

National level (Bund) 

The Basic Law for the Federal Republic of Germany (Grundgesetz, GG) grants all people – 
including young people – the right of petition and the right to freedom of expression 
(Sections 5 and 17). These rights form the basis for their participation in political 
dialogue. The Child and Youth Services Act (Kinder- und Jugendhilfegesetz) in Book 8 
of the Social Code (Sozialgesetzbuch Achtes Buch, SGB VIII) is one of the main pieces of 
legislation that defines the participation of children and young people in Germany. This 
national law provides the framework for legislation in the federal states (Länder). 

The following sections are particularly relevant: 
1. Section 8 (on the involvement of children and young people in dec isions that affect 
them), 2. Section 11 (on youth work and young people's participation in shaping youth 
work services), 3. Section 12 (on funding for youth organisations and the active 
involvement of young people in shaping the work of youth organisations), 4. Sec tion 14 
(on educational child and youth protection), 5. Section 17 (on counselling for 
partnership, separation and divorce issues and the involvement  of c hildren and young 
people), 6. Section 36 (on involvement in decisions relating to help with parent ing and 
help with integrat-ing children and young people with psychological disorders) 7. Section 
74 (on funding for independent child and youth services), and 8. Section 80 (on child and 
youth services planning). 

The Guidelines for awarding grants and benefits to promote child and youth 
services under the Federal Child and Youth Plan (Richtlinien über die 
Gewährung von Zuschüssen und Leistungen zur Förderung der Kinder- und 
Jugendhilfe durch den Kinder- und Jugendplan des Bundes, KJP) include 
participation as one of the ten goals of child and youth services. The guidelines say: 

Young people have a right of participation. At the same time, democracy and civil society 
depend on the participation of young people. A core requirement of child and youth 
services is that they create opportunities for young people to get  involved, to ac tively 
shape their own lives, to influence the initiatives offered by child and youth services 
organisations and, where necessary, to express their dissatisfaction. For these 
requirements to be met, child and youth organisations must provide and develop 
participation-friendly structures and processes that invite young people to c onfidently 
and effectively represent the issues that matter to them. Creating opportunities for 
participation also means giving young people the encouragement and skills to get 
actively involved and represent their interests. Taking responsibility and developing the 
necessary self-confidence to do so are skills that young people have to learn and 
experience first-hand. It is thus a task of child and youth services to provide age-
appropriate opportunities that support this goal and develop or expand these 
opportunities as necessary. (Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women 
and Youth [Bundesministerium für Familie, Senioren, Frauen und Jugend, BMFSFJ] 2016, 
page 811). 

Section 1 (6) of the Federal Building Code (Baugesetzbuch, BauGB) says that urban 
planning processes must pay special attention to the social and cultural needs of young 
people. It also requires urban planning departments to inform the public about  all plans 
at the earliest possible stage. Section 3 sets out the public's right to information and the 
right to freedom of expression regarding the plans presented. The Code does not def ine 
who constitutes "the public" but does specifically include children and young people as 
belonging to this group. 

Other laws on the participation of young people are covered in part in: 

https://www.bmfsfj.de/blob/111964/2f7ae557daa0d2d8fe78f8a3f9569f21/richtlinien-kjp-2017-data.pdf
https://www.bmfsfj.de/blob/111964/2f7ae557daa0d2d8fe78f8a3f9569f21/richtlinien-kjp-2017-data.pdf
https://www.bmfsfj.de/blob/111964/2f7ae557daa0d2d8fe78f8a3f9569f21/richtlinien-kjp-2017-data.pdf
https://www.bmfsfj.de/blob/111964/2f7ae557daa0d2d8fe78f8a3f9569f21/richtlinien-kjp-2017-data.pdf
https://www.bmfsfj.de/blob/111964/2f7ae557daa0d2d8fe78f8a3f9569f21/richtlinien-kjp-2017-data.pdf
https://www.bmfsfj.de/blob/111964/2f7ae557daa0d2d8fe78f8a3f9569f21/richtlinien-kjp-2017-data.pdf
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/bbaug/
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• Section 60 of the Works Constitution Act (Betriebsverfassungsgesetz, BetrVG), saying 
that companies that employ young people under 18 years of age or apprentices under 
25 years of age must elect youth and apprentice representatives. 

• Section 1626 of the German Civil Code (Bürgerliches Gesetzbuch, BGB), saying that  
parents must involve children and young people in issues of parental custody and 
consider their wishes and interests.  

Federal state level (Länder) 
The laws on the participation of children and young people vary widely across the federal 
states. Some state constitutions now include basic rights for children and young people 
as standard. If necessary, these can be used as the basis for rights of participation. 
Frame curricula and syllabuses or the school acts in the states (Schulgesetze) 
include as standard the requirement of schools to ensure pupils get actively involved in 
shaping their school environment. 
The state-level implementing laws on Book 8 of the Social Code (Sozialgesetzbuch Achtes 
Buch, SGB VIII) also standardise some participation rights that go above and beyond the 
requirements of the Child and Youth Services Act (Kinder- und Jugendhilfegesetz). 
• Section 12 of the Act on Child and Youth Services for Baden-Württemberg 

(Kinder- und Jugendhilfegesetz für Baden-Württemberg, LKJHG) requires child 
and youth services to help young people realise their right of self-determinat ion and 
right to participate in all decisions that affect them. Child and youth services must  
enable children and young people to participate in all plans and decisions that affect 
them. 

• In Berlin, the Act for the Implementation of the Child and Youth Services Act 
(Gesetz zur Ausführung des Kinder- und Jugendhilfegesetzes, AG KJHG) 
attaches great importance to the participation of children and young people. Section 5 
says: Children and young people must be able to participate in line with their level of 
development in all decisions and initiatives of the child and youth authorities that 
directly affect them. The child and youth authorities must inform children and young 
people of such steps appropriately and as comprehensively as possible. The authorities 
must talk to children and young people in person. The Act also requires the authorities 
to give children and young people opportunities to influence the work of child and 
youth services organisations. Each district authority must  develop and provide the 
organisational framework for suitable forms of participation in youth services planning 
and other planning matters that affect children and young people. The student district 
council (Bezirksschülerausschuss) must be involved in the participation. 

• Section 17a of the 1st Act for the Implementation of the Social Code, Book VIII 
– Child and Youth Services for Brandenburg (Erstes Gesetz zur Ausführung 
des Achten Buchs Sozialgesetzbuch – Kinder- und Jugendhilfe, [AGKJHG] für 
Brandenburg) says: Children and young people must be given appropriate 
opportunities, in line with their level of development, to participate in important 
decisions and measures that affect them. Organisations providing child and youth 
services must ensure young people have opportunities to participate through 
representatives. 

• Section 9 of the Hamburg Act for the Implementation of Social Code, Book VIII 
– Child and Youth Services (Hamburgisches Gesetz zur Ausführung des 
Achten Buchs Sozialgesetzbuch – Kinder- und Jugendhilfe, AG SGB VIII) says: 
Young people and other individuals affected by specific policy decisions must be given 
suitable opportunities to participate in discussions of the youth service c ommit tees 
(Jugendhilfeausschüsse). 

• The State Constitution of Hesse (Landesverfassung Hessen, HV) added 
children's rights in 2018. It explicitly includes rights of participation. Section 4 says: 
The will of the child must be taken into consideration accordingly in all mat ters that 

http://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/betrvg/
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/bgb/__1626.html
https://www.kmk.org/dokumentation-statistik/rechtsvorschriften-lehrplaene/uebersicht-schulgesetze.html
http://www.landesrecht-bw.de/jportal/?quelle=jlink&query=KJHG+BW&psml=bsbawueprod.psml&max=true&aiz=true
http://www.landesrecht-bw.de/jportal/?quelle=jlink&query=KJHG+BW&psml=bsbawueprod.psml&max=true&aiz=true
http://gesetze.berlin.de/jportal/portal/t/1a0d/page/bsbeprod.psml?pid=Dokumentanzeige&showdoccase=1&js_peid=Trefferliste&fromdoctodoc=yes&doc.id=jlr-KJHGAGBEpG1&doc.part=X&doc.price=0.0&doc.hl=0#http://gesetze.berlin.de/jportal/portal/t/1a0d/page/bsbeprod.psml?pid=Dokumentanzeige&showdoccase=1&js_peid=Trefferliste&fromdoctodoc=yes&doc.id=jlr-KJHGAGBEpG1&doc.part=X&doc.price=0.0&doc.hl=0
http://gesetze.berlin.de/jportal/portal/t/1a0d/page/bsbeprod.psml?pid=Dokumentanzeige&showdoccase=1&js_peid=Trefferliste&fromdoctodoc=yes&doc.id=jlr-KJHGAGBEpG1&doc.part=X&doc.price=0.0&doc.hl=0#http://gesetze.berlin.de/jportal/portal/t/1a0d/page/bsbeprod.psml?pid=Dokumentanzeige&showdoccase=1&js_peid=Trefferliste&fromdoctodoc=yes&doc.id=jlr-KJHGAGBEpG1&doc.part=X&doc.price=0.0&doc.hl=0
https://bravors.brandenburg.de/gesetze/agkjhg#https://bravors.brandenburg.de/gesetze/agkjhg
https://bravors.brandenburg.de/gesetze/agkjhg#https://bravors.brandenburg.de/gesetze/agkjhg
https://bravors.brandenburg.de/gesetze/agkjhg#https://bravors.brandenburg.de/gesetze/agkjhg
https://bravors.brandenburg.de/gesetze/agkjhg#https://bravors.brandenburg.de/gesetze/agkjhg
http://www.landesrecht-hamburg.de/jportal/portal/page/bshaprod.psml;jsessionid=475AAC033B17D2FA07D1A7E1FDD3176E.jp16?showdoccase=1&st=lr&doc.id=jlr-SGB8AGHArahmen&doc.part=X&doc.origin=bs
http://www.landesrecht-hamburg.de/jportal/portal/page/bshaprod.psml;jsessionid=475AAC033B17D2FA07D1A7E1FDD3176E.jp16?showdoccase=1&st=lr&doc.id=jlr-SGB8AGHArahmen&doc.part=X&doc.origin=bs
http://www.landesrecht-hamburg.de/jportal/portal/page/bshaprod.psml;jsessionid=475AAC033B17D2FA07D1A7E1FDD3176E.jp16?showdoccase=1&st=lr&doc.id=jlr-SGB8AGHArahmen&doc.part=X&doc.origin=bs
http://www.lexsoft.de/cgi-bin/lexsoft/justizportal_nrw.cgi?t=159595605656411039&sessionID=735269286116125168&templateID=document&source=lawnavi&chosenIndex=Dummy_nv_68&xid=170031,5
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affect the child in line with its age and maturity and in accordance with the applic able 
rules of procedure. Section 2 of the Hessian Child and Youth Services Act 
(Hessisches Kinder- und Jugendhilfegesetzbuch, HKJGB) says: Young people and 
their families must be given suitable opportunities to participate in youth services 
planning and other local and supra-regional planning matters. 

• Section 6 of the 3rd Act for the Implementation of the Child and Youth Services 
Act – North Rhine-Westphalia act on child and youth welfare 
(Ausführungsgesetz zum Kinder- und Jugendhilfegesetz – Kinder- und 
Jugendfördergesetz NRW, 3. AG-KJHG – KJFöG NRW) includes rules on the 
participation of children and young people that go beyond the core activities of c hild 
and youth services, saying: Children and young people must be given appropriate 
opportunities to participate in all planning matters, policy decisions and measures that 
affect them, especially in areas relating to their living environment, t raff ic planning, 
the age-appropriate installation and maintenance of recreational areas, and the design 
of public buildings. 

• Section 4 of the Act for the Implementation of the Child and Youth Services Act 
(Gesetz zur Ausführung des Kinder- und Jugendhilfegesetzes, JuFöG) in 
Schleswig-Holstein says: Children and young people must be able to part ic ipate, in 
line with their level of development, in all policy decisions and measures by the public  
bodies responsible for youth work and youth welfare services that directly affect them. 
The public bodies must inform children and young people of such steps appropriately 
and as comprehensively as possible. The bodies must talk to children and young 
people in person. 

Local level 

Some federal states (Länder) include child and youth participation at a local level in their 
municipal codes, district regulations, or district administration acts. Not all are legal 
requirements: some are recommendations or advisory guidelines and are found either in 
the municipal codes or, in some cases, in the acts on child and youth services. Below is 
an overview of the different local rules: 

Federal state Rule 

Baden-Württemberg Required for young people/recommended for children 

Bavaria - 

Berlin - 

Brandenburg Required 

Bremen Advised/required (municipality of Bremerhaven) 

Hamburg Required 

Hesse Recommended 

Mecklenburg-Western 

Pomerania 
- 

https://www.rv.hessenrecht.hessen.de/bshe/document/jlr-KJHGHEV16P23
https://www.rv.hessenrecht.hessen.de/bshe/document/jlr-KJHGHEV16P23
http://www.lexsoft.de/cgi-bin/lexsoft/justizportal_nrw.cgi?t=159595663174045889&sessionID=18045398811554699390&source=link&highlighting=off&templateID=document&chosenIndex=Dummy_nv_68&xid=432202,7
http://www.lexsoft.de/cgi-bin/lexsoft/justizportal_nrw.cgi?t=159595663174045889&sessionID=18045398811554699390&source=link&highlighting=off&templateID=document&chosenIndex=Dummy_nv_68&xid=432202,7
http://www.lexsoft.de/cgi-bin/lexsoft/justizportal_nrw.cgi?t=159595663174045889&sessionID=18045398811554699390&source=link&highlighting=off&templateID=document&chosenIndex=Dummy_nv_68&xid=432202,7
http://www.lexsoft.de/cgi-bin/lexsoft/justizportal_nrw.cgi?t=159595663174045889&sessionID=18045398811554699390&source=link&highlighting=off&templateID=document&chosenIndex=Dummy_nv_68&xid=432202,7
http://www.gesetze-rechtsprechung.sh.juris.de/jportal/?quelle=jlink&query=JuF%C3%B6G+SH&psml=bsshoprod.psml&max=true&aiz=true
http://www.gesetze-rechtsprechung.sh.juris.de/jportal/?quelle=jlink&query=JuF%C3%B6G+SH&psml=bsshoprod.psml&max=true&aiz=true
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Lower Saxony Recommended 

North Rhine-Westphalia Advised 

Rhineland-Palatinate Recommended 

Saarland Advised 

Saxony Recommended 

Saxony-Anhalt Recommended 

Schleswig-Holstein Required 

Thuringia - 

See also Young People's Participation in Policy-Making 

Institutions of representative democracy 
Germany is a federal republic with 16 federal states (Länder). It is a parliamentary 
democracy. Its constitutional organs are the German parliament (Bundestag), the 
Federal Council (Bundesrat), the Federal President (Bundespräsident), the Federal 
Government (Bundesregierung) and the Federal Constitutional Court 
(Bundesverfassungsgericht). 

The German parliament (Bundestag) is elected directly by eligible voters every four 
years. The Parliament elects the Federal Chancellor (Bundeskanzler) in a sec ret  ballot . 
The Federal Council (Bundesrat) is made up of members of the state governments. 
Federal states (Länder) with larger populations are represented more strongly than small 
states. On a regional level, state parliaments (Landtage) are elec ted. On a loc al level, 
local councils (Gemeinderäte) are elected. A mayor (Bürgermeister) will usually preside 
over the local council. 
In Germany, members of the European Parliament are elected in a general, direc t , free, 
equal and secret vote. The election takes place under the principles of proportional 
representation using the party-list system. Members of the German parliament  and the 
state parliaments, as well as representatives in local elections, are elected in a general, 
direct, free, equal and secret vote. The German parliament is elected for a term of four 
years. Members of the state parliaments are elected to office for a term of four or f ive 
years depending on the state. 
German law establishes the right to vote. 

Voting 

Voting in elections on a European, German parliament (Bundestag), state parliament 
(Landtag) and local level is done by posting a voting slip in a ballot box or by postal vote. 
Voters with disabilities (Section 57 of the Federal Electoral Regulations 
[Bundeswahlordnung]) can ask another person to help them vote. The helper must  be 
aged 16 or over (Section 66). 

Only citizens on the electoral roll or who have been issued a ballot paper can vote. 
Individuals on the electoral roll receive an election notice. They c an only vote in their 
registered constituency, unless they have been issued with a ballot paper. A ballot paper 
can be requested in order to be able to vote by post or to vote at a different polling 

https://eacea-skuhaja.c9.fpfis.tech.ec.europa.eu/admin/structure/views/view/yw_chapters_export
http://www.bundestag.de/
http://www.bundesrat.de/
http://www.bundespraesident.de/
http://www.bundesverfassungsgericht.de/
http://www.bundesverfassungsgericht.de/
https://www.bundeskanzlerin.de/
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/bwo_1985/index.html#BJNR017690985BJNE008107377
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/bwo_1985/index.html#BJNR017690985BJNE008107377
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/bwo_1985/index.html#BJNR017690985BJNE008107377
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station in the voter's constituency (e.g., because the first polling station is not 
accessible). Postal voting is possible without the need to give a legitimate reason. 
German citizens living abroad who are not registered in Germany are not automat ically 
entered on the electoral roll. If they wish to vote in German parliament (Bundestag) 
elections, they must apply to be entered on the electoral roll before every elec tion. See 
Federal Electoral Regulations (Bundeswahlordnung). 

5.2 Youth participation in representative democracy 
Young people as voters 
Active right to vote: age of eligibility (who can vote) 
• European elections: 18 years 

• German parliament (Deutscher Bundestag) elections: 18 years 

• State (Landtag) elections: 18 years; 16 years (Brandenburg: adopted in 2012, 
Bremen: age limit reduced for the state election in 2011, Hamburg: adopted in 2013, 
Schleswig-Holstein: adopted in 2013 

• Local elections (Kommunalwahlen): Citizens have the right to vote from the age of 16 
in Brandenburg, Bremen, Hamburg, Schleswig-Holstein, Lower Saxony, Baden-
Württemberg, Berlin, Mecklenburg-Western Pomerania, North Rhine-Westphalia, 
Saxony-Anhalt and Thuringia. In all other federal states, citizens must be 18 to vote.  

All persons aged 18 and over who are eligible to vote on the polling day and who have 
lived at a registered address within the constituency for at  least three months (in the 
case of multiple residences the primary place of residence applies) or who otherwise live 
in the constituency are entitled to vote in national referenda and popular init iat ives in 
accordance with Article 29(6) of the Basic Law for the Federal Republic of Germany 
(Grundgesetz). In Germany, the only referenda and popular initiatives held at  nat ional 
level relate to the restructuring of federal territory, i.e. the aggregation or division of 
federal states. Citizens are not permitted to petition for referenda on matters of federal 
policy. 
By contrast, citizens can vote on topical issues at state (Länder) level in all 16 federal 
states. State laws govern the voting processes. These laws are different in each state. 
The voting age for participation in popular initiatives (Volksinitiativen; known as 
Volksanträge in Saxony) and referenda is different in each state. For example, in 
Brandenburg and Berlin the minimum voting age is 16, while in Bavaria and North Rhine-
Westphalia the minimum age is 18. 

Voter turnout in the European elections in 2019 

Voter turnout in Germany broken down by age group, in %* 

  Total 18-20 age group       

Germany 61.4 58.6   

Voter turnout in the German parliament (Deutscher Bundestag) elections in 
2017 

Voter turnout in Germany broken down by age group, in %* 

  Total 18-20 age group       

Germany 76.2 69.9   

http://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/bwo_1985/index.html#BJNR017690985BJNE008107377
https://eacea-skuhaja.c9.fpfis.tech.ec.europa.eu/youthwiki/chapters/germany/52-youth-participation-in-representative-democracy
https://www.bundeswahlleiter.de/dam/jcr/8681a209-6823-43d4-9165-cbd5b64b4043/europawahlgesetz.pdf
https://www.bundeswahlleiter.de/dam/jcr/061cc5e9-7cc1-48a4-9d47-f995edc87d38/grundgesetz_auszug.pdf
https://bravors.brandenburg.de/br2/sixcms/media.php/76/GVBl_I_08_2012.pdf
https://transparenz.bremen.de/sixcms/detail.php?gsid=bremen2014_tp.c.87969.de&asl=bremen02.c.732.de&template=20_gp_ifg_meta_detail_d#jlr-WahlGBRV13P1
http://www.landesrecht-hamburg.de/jportal/portal/page/bshaprod.psml?showdoccase=1&st=lr&doc.id=jlr-B%C3%BCrgWGHA1971rahmen&doc.part=X&doc.origin=bs
http://lissh.lvn.parlanet.de/cgi-bin/starfinder/0?path=lisshfl.txt&id=FASTLINK&pass=&search=2BEM%3d111-1+AND+DART%3dG+AND+JG%3d2013+AND+HNR%3D7&format=WEBDOKFL
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/ggart29abs6g/G_Artikel_29_Abs._6.pdf
https://www.landtag.brandenburg.de/de/mitgestalten/volksgesetzgebung/volksbegehren/396768
https://gesetze.berlin.de/bsbe/search
http://www.gesetze-bayern.de/Content/Document/BayLWG/true?AspxAutoDetectCookieSupport=1
https://recht.nrw.de/lmi/owa/br_bes_text?sg=0&menu=1&anw_nr=2&gld_nr=%201&ugl_nr=1110&val=3354&ver=0&aufgehoben=N&keyword=&bes_id=3354&show_preview=1&typ=Kopf
https://recht.nrw.de/lmi/owa/br_bes_text?sg=0&menu=1&anw_nr=2&gld_nr=%201&ugl_nr=1110&val=3354&ver=0&aufgehoben=N&keyword=&bes_id=3354&show_preview=1&typ=Kopf
https://www.destatis.de/DE/Presse/Pressekonferenzen/2019/Repr-Wahlstatistik-2019/Heft4.pdf?__blob=publicationFile
https://www.bundeswahlleiter.de/dam/jcr/e0d2b01f-32ff-40f0-ba9f-50b5f761bb22/btw17_heft4.pdf
https://www.bundeswahlleiter.de/dam/jcr/e0d2b01f-32ff-40f0-ba9f-50b5f761bb22/btw17_heft4.pdf
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Voter turnout in the state parliament (Landtag) elections 
The intervals between each state parliament election – and therefore the legislative 
period of the respective state government – vary from federal state to federal state in 
Germany. Therefore it is not possible to provide any aggregate-level figures. 
Voter turnout in the local elections 

As of the end of 2018, Germany had approx. 11,000 boroughs (Gemeinden). The 
frequency of local elections in Germany varies from federal state to federal state, as does 
the term of office of the elected individuals. It is therefore impossible to c ont rast voter 
turnout in local elections with national turnout in a German parliament (Deutscher 
Bundestag) election. 
Exclusion from voting 

Section 13 no. 1 of the Federal Elections Act (Bundeswahlgesetz, BWahlG) says who is 
excluded from the right to vote. This includes persons excluded from the right to vote on 
the basis of a judge's ruling, persons who require permanent care, and persons in 
psychiatric hospitals as a result of illegal activity (Section 63 German Criminal Code 
[Strafgesetzbuch, StGB]. 

Young people as political representatives 
Members of political parties 

Section 21 of the Basic Law for the Federal Republic of Germany (Grundgesetz für die 
Bundesrepublik Deutschland, GG) provides the basis for the law on political parties 
(Gesetz über die politischen Parteien). Section 21 says that  part ies part icipate in the 
formation of the political will of the people. 
Each party or party political youth organisation has articles of association that lay down 
the specific rules on membership (including the minimum age). Examples: 
• Christian Democratic Union of Germany (Christlich-Demokratische Union 

Deutschlands, CDU): The minimum age for party membership in Germany is 16 years. 

o Young Christian Democrats of Germany (JUNGE UNION Deutschlands, JU): JU 
members must be at least 14; membership lapses automatically upon turning 35. 

• Social Democratic Party of Germany (Sozialdemokratische Partei Deutschlands, SPD): 
The minimum age for party membership is 14 years. 

o Party of Young Socialists in the Social Democratic Party of Germany 
(Arbeitsgemeinschaft der Jungsozialistinnen und Jungsozialisten in der SPD, 
Jusos): Jusos engages young people aged 14 to 35. 

Article 83(1) Sentence 2 of Book VIII of the Social Code (Sozialgesetzbuch, SGB VIII) 
addresses funding for the youth organisations of political parties that c arry out  supra-
regional youth work. 

Passive right to vote: age of eligibility (who can be elected) 
• European elections: 18 years (regulated in the European Elections Act 

[Europawahlgesetz]) 

• German parliament (Deutscher Bundestag) elections: 18 years (regulated in the 
German Basic Law [Grundgesetz, GG]) 

• State parliament elections: 18 years (regulated in the state electoral regulations 
(Landeswahlordnungen) and state electoral laws (Landeswahlgesetze) 

• Local elections: 18 years (regulated in the local electoral regulations 
[Kommunalwahlordnungen] and local electoral laws [Kommunalwahlgesetze]) 

Young people cannot stand for election as Federal President (Bundespräsident). 
Candidates must be at least 40 years of age. 

https://de.statista.com/statistik/daten/studie/1254/umfrage/anzahl-der-gemeinden-in-deutschland-nach-gemeindegroessenklassen/
http://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/bwahlg/__13.html
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/stgb/__63.html)
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/stgb/__63.html)
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/gg/art_21.html
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/gg/art_21.html
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/partg/index.html
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/partg/index.html
https://www.cdu.de/artikel/fragen-und-antworten-zur-mitgliedschaft
https://www.junge-union.de/mitmachen/mitglied-werden/
http://www.spd.de/unterstuetzen/mitglied-werden/
https://www.jusos.de/wir-jusos/mitmachen/
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/sgb_8/__83.html
https://www.bundeswahlleiter.de/dam/jcr/8681a209-6823-43d4-9165-cbd5b64b4043/europawahlgesetz.pdf
https://www.bundeswahlleiter.de/dam/jcr/061cc5e9-7cc1-48a4-9d47-f995edc87d38/grundgesetz_auszug.pdf
http://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/gg/art_54.html
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Representatives elected in the 2017 German Parliament (Deutscher Bundestag) 
elections - age distribution as at July 2019 

Year of birth Total mandates   

1940 2   

1941-1945 7   

1946-1950 14   

1951-1955 68   

1956-1960 95   

1961-1965 127   

1966-1970 124   

1971-1975 109   

1976-1980 83   

1981-1985 49   

1986-1990 28   

1991-1992 3   

Total 709   

Representatives elected in the state parliament (Landtag) elections 

Federal state (Land) (election year) Total mandates       

Baden-Wurttemberg (2016) 143     

Bavaria (2018) 205     

Berlin (2016) 160     

Brandenburg (2019) 88     

Bremen (2019)  84     

Hamburg (2015) 123     

Hesse (2019) 137     

Mecklenburg-West Pomerania (2016) 71     

Lower Saxony (2017) 137     

North Rhine-Westphalia (2017) 237     

http://www.bundestag.de/abgeordnete/biografien/mdb_zahlen_19#url=L2FiZ2VvcmRuZXRlL2Jpb2dyYWZpZW4vbWRiX3phaGxlbl8xOS9hbHRlcnNnbGllZGVydW5nLzUyOTUwNA==&mod=mod529494
https://www.landtag-bw.de/home/der-landtag/abgeordnete.html
https://www.landtagswahl2018.bayern.de/gewaehlte.html
https://www.wahlen-berlin.de/wahlen/BE2016/afspraes/gewaehlte_gemeinde-1-berlin_gesamt.html
https://www.wahlergebnisse.brandenburg.de/wahlen/LT2014/ergebnis100/dyndaten/I_LT14_DirektMand_Tabkern.asp?sel1=1253&sel2=3030
https://www.bremische-buergerschaft.de/index.php?id=708&L=2#c3013
https://www.hamburgische-buergerschaft.de/contentblob/13634032/00743200fec2da0e55a185af8ce8cf45/data/pdf-erst-handbuch-1-feb-2020.pdf
https://hessischer-landtag.de/sites/default/files/scald/files/Hessischer_Landtag_WEB-Version.pdf
https://www.landtag-mv.de/landtag/abgeordnete/name.html
https://www.landtag-niedersachsen.de/statistik/
https://www.landtag.nrw.de/home/abgeordnete-fraktionen/statistiken/statistik-altersstruktur-17wp.html
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Rhineland-Palatinate (2016) 101     

Saarland (2017) 51     

Saxony (2019) 126     

Saxony-Anhalt (2016) 87     

Schleswig-Holstein (2017) 69     

Thuringia (2019) 90     

Local elections 

As of the end of 2018, Germany had approx. 11,000 boroughs (Gemeinden). It is 
therefore impossible to give an overview of all of the young borough representatives 
elected. 

5.3 Youth representation bodies 
Representative participation formats Committees with elected or delegated 
representatives of different ages are representative forms of participation. This category 
mainly includes child and youth parliaments (Kinder- und Jugendparlamente) and 
youth councils (Jugendräte)/youth advisory boards (Jugendbeiräte). Schools, 
clubs, community organisations, mayors, etc. usually initiate the election of the c hildren 
and young people to these formats. 

Youth parliament 
Germany has no government-run youth parliament or similar structure on a national 
level. Non-profit organisation bujupa e. V. has established a platform by and for young 
people. It promotes youth participation and aims to establish a federal youth parliament. 

Events offered by the state parliaments are a particularly important plat form for young 
people to represent their own interests. These events have different descriptions, names 
and structures across the federal states. They are grouped together here under "Youth 
parliaments" (Jugendparlamente). These parliaments are education and dialogue formats 
that give young people the opportunity to learn about daily life in parliament . In some 
federal states, young people can also put forward topics and issues that matter to them 
and take part in debates with political representatives. 
State-level youth parliaments exist as citizenship education, youth development and 
youth participation tools. The state parliaments organise regular youth parliaments at  
different intervals. They are an opportunity for young people to exchange ideas with one 
other as well as with political representatives at state level. Many state parliaments 
promise to give the young participants a political voice that will be heard by the members 
of parliament. The development of youth state parliaments (Jugendlandtage) ref lects a 
shift towards youth participation where the emphasis is taken off the educational 
component of the format as a simulation exercise. The expectation of being heard in the 
political process with real concerns and realistic demands is increasing constantly – 
although nothing binding has happened so far. Examples of youth state parliaments 
include: 

• Baden-Württemberg: Youth state parliament (Jugendlandtag), 

• Hamburg: Young people in parliament (Jugend im Parlament), 
• Mecklenburg-Western Pomerania: Young people in state parliament (Jugend im 

Landtag), 

http://www.landtag.rlp.de/Abgeordnete/
https://www.landtag-saar.de/abgeordnete-und-fraktionen/abgeordnete
https://www.landtag.sachsen.de/de/abgeordnete-fraktionen/abgeordnete/index.cshtml
http://www.landtag.sachsen-anhalt.de/landtag/abgeordnete/abgeordnetensuche/
http://www.landtag.ltsh.de/abgeordnete/abgeordnete-alle/
http://www.thueringer-landtag.de/landtag/abgeordnete-und-fraktionen/abgeordnete/
https://de.statista.com/statistik/daten/studie/1254/umfrage/anzahl-der-gemeinden-in-deutschland-nach-gemeindegroessenklassen/
https://bujupa.de/
http://shop.dkhw.de/de/index.php?controller=attachment&id_attachment=51
http://shop.dkhw.de/de/index.php?controller=attachment&id_attachment=51
https://www.jungerlandtag-bw.de/home.html
https://www.hamburgische-buergerschaft.de/kinder-und-jugend/4409318/jugend-im-parlament/
http://www.ljrmv.de/ljrmv/langzeit-projekte/jugend-im-landtag/
http://www.ljrmv.de/ljrmv/langzeit-projekte/jugend-im-landtag/
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• North Rhine-Westphalia: Youth state parliament (Jugend-Landtag), 
• Saxony-Anhalt :Youth parliament (Jugendparlament), 

• Schleswig-Holstein: Young people in state parliament (Jugend im Landtag) 

Youth councils and/or youth advisory boards 
Children's and youth boards and youth advisory boards exist at all levels and in many 
contexts. They support policymakers on issues such as sustainability. They provide input  
on policy matters, represent the perspectives of children and young people, and suggest 
ways to strengthen support for the interests of young people. Each advisory 
board/council has its own way of electing delegates and working. Below are some 
examples. 

• Example at federal level (Bund): Youth advisory board of the Federal Ministry 
for Economic Cooperation and Development (Bundesministerium für 
wirtschaftliche Zusammenarbeit und Entwicklung, BMZ) 

Dr Maria Flachsbarth, Parliamentary State Secretary at the BMZ, is patron of the youth 
advisory board. BMZ selects 16 applicants aged 14 to 22 to sit  on the youth advisory 
board. BMZ works with young people to create and publish the advertisement for 
applicants. The youth advisory board lobbies to make German development polic y more 
child and youth friendly. The youth advisory board gives the BMZ a young person's 
perspective to take into consideration when it develops strategies and c oncepts. The 
board takes part in a range of events. It also suggests ways to increase the participation 
of children and young people in development policy and writes policy papers on making 
this happen. Its members meet several times a year. The youth advisory board also 
plans meet-ups with children and young people from partner countries: This includes 
organising an international youth forum every two years. The aim is to take the ideas 
suggested by young people and use them make BMZ's policies more sustainable. A panel 
of judges chooses the future members of the youth advisory board. Members are made 
up of young people and adults involved in development policy and children's rights. 
• Example at regional (Länder) level: Child and youth board of North Rhine-

Westphalia 

According to its articles of association, the child and youth board of North Rhine-
Westphalia (Kinder- und Jugendrat Nordrhein-Westfalen) is the central committee 
representing the interests of children and young people in the state. It represents 
children and young people in matters that affect them by partic ipating in dec isions on 
state policy under Section 6 (3) of the act on the promotion of children and young people 
in North Rhine-Westphalia (Kinder- und Jugendförderungsgesetz Nordrhein-Westfalen). It 
also represents them in dealings with members of the state parliament (Landtag) and the 
ministries, as well as in public. 
The child and youth board is made up of delegates from all child and youth committees in 
North Rhine-Westphalia. At the start of the local legislative period, each of these 
committees elects two delegates and two deputies to the council. The delegates elect 
from amongst themselves five spokespersons of the child and youth board. These 
spokespersons head the council meetings and represent the council in public . The team 
of spokespersons is elected for a legislative period of two years. 

The child and youth board meets for public sessions at least twice a year and additionally 
when required. It has no political or religious affiliations. 

The work of the child and youth board is publicly funded in line with the Child and Youth 
Services Act. 

  

https://www.landtag.nrw.de/portal/WWW/Webmaster/GB_II/II.1/Jugend/Jugend-Landtag/index.jsp
http://www.landtag.sachsen-anhalt.de/mitgestalten/jugend-im-parlament/jugendparlament/
https://www.landtag.ltsh.de/service/jugend-im-landtag/
https://www.kinder-und-jugendrechte.de/bmz-jugendbeirat/
https://www.kinder-und-jugendrechte.de/bmz-jugendbeirat/
http://www.kijurat-nrw.de/
http://www.kijurat-nrw.de/
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• Example at regional (Länder) level: Baden-Württemberg youth advisory 
board for the sustainability strategy 

Young people can get involved with the youth initiative of the sustainability strategy 
Baden-Württemberg to contribute their ideas and views and help shape today's and 
tomorrow's society. 

The youth initiative includes a youth advisory board (Jugendbeirat). It currently has 
10 young members who work to promote sustainable development in Baden-
Württemberg. The youth advisory board communicates the concerns of young people in 
Baden-Württemberg to the relevant decision-makers. As a member of the Baden-
Württemberg state sustainability council, the youth advisory board has direc t c ontact 
with representatives from politics, academia, business and civil society. The youth 
advisory board also regularly meets with the environment minister to develop strategies 
for a sustainable Baden-Württemberg. 

These strategies lead to real-life projects and initiatives that the c ouncil members c an 
implement in their local communities. The youth advisory board wants these campaigns 
to get young people invested in acting more sustainably in their daily life. 

• Example at community level: Regensburg youth advisory board 
The youth advisory board was set up to represent the young people of the City of 
Regensburg. Its goal is to include the needs and interests of children and young people in 
the work of the city council and raise local government awareness of child-, youth- and 
family-friendly issues and children's rights as defined by the UN. 

25 people with voting rights sit on the youth advisory board; 21 of these are elected and 
4 are chosen by the city youth council (Stadtjugendring) from its own members. Further 
members in an advisory role are the Mayor of Regensburg, representatives from the c ity 
youth council, the youth welfare committee (Jugendhilfeausschuss) and youth services 
planning (Jugendhilfeplanung), as well as the head of the youth advisory board off ice in 
the department for community youth work. The Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior 
Citizens, Women and Youth (Bundesministerium für Familie, Senioren, Frauen und 
Jugend, BMFSFJ) supports the youth advisory board as part of the federal programme 
Live Democracy! (Demokratie leben!). 

Youth associations and youth councils 

Youth associations (Jugendverbände) play a special role in enabling young people to 
participate. Their unique position is defined in Section 12 (1) and (2) of Book 8 of the 
Social Code (SGB VIII), which says: 

Youth associations and youth groups must be supported in accordance with Section 74 
SGB VIII in carrying out independent activities in adherence with their articles of 
association. Youth work in youth associations and youth groups is organised by young 
people themselves, implemented jointly and the responsibility shared by all. Their work is 
of a lasting nature and as a rule oriented to members themselves but can also be for 
young non-members. Youth associations and groupings thereof offer young people a 
platform for articulating their concerns and having their interests represented. 
Youth associations are democratic forms of self-organisation and lobbying for young 
people. They reach, provide a structure for, and represent millions of young people. At  
federal (Bund) level, the youth associations have joined forces to form the German 
Federal Youth Council (Deutscher Bundesjugendring, DBJR). The DBJR's main work is 
representing the interests of children and young people in Germany. It is a strong 
network of youth associations in Germany. 

Youth councils 
Youth councils (Jugendringe) are alliances of youth organisations and other organisations 
active in youth work at national, regional and local level. The youth councils combine the 
interests of their member organisations and those of children and young people at  the 

http://www.nachhaltigkeitsstrategie.de/startseite.html
http://www.nachhaltigkeitsstrategie.de/startseite.html
http://www.nachhaltigkeitsstrategie.de/startseite.html
http://www.wir-ernten-was-wir-saeen.de/jugendbeirat-1
http://www.wir-ernten-was-wir-saeen.de/unsere-aktionen
https://www.jugendbeirat-regensburg.de/
https://www.dji.de/fileadmin/user_upload/bibs/64_15225_Jugendringe.pdf
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various levels and represent them externally. They have very different organisational 
types, levels of staff resources and structures. 
Most of the youth councils (Jugendringe) are registered associations. In Bavaria, they 
take the form of corporate bodies under public law as the youth c ouncils are set  up as 
subdivisions of the Bavarian youth council. The Bavarian youth council also performs 
activities for the Bavarian youth office (Landesjugendamt). Other organisat ional forms, 
such as syndicates or non-registered associations, also exist. 

The executive board of a youth council is the highest decision-making body. It is 
responsible for the youth council's activities. The length of mandate and number of 
executive board and other committee meetings (plenary assemblies or general meetings, 
board meetings) are set out in the youth councils' articles of association. Organisations 
must apply to become members. The number of member organisations varies greatly 
between the youth councils. The smallest youth council (by number of member 
organisations) is made up of five youth associations/youth groups. By contrast, the 
largest youth council has 197 member organisations. 

The youth councils help member organisations mainly by representing their interests, 
providing resources and carrying out public relations work. Their activities include youth-
oriented recreational programmes, youth policy activities, specific educational 
programmes, addiction prevention services and sport, to name just a few. 
Most youth councils are recognised as independent youth services organisations. This lets 
them access public funding and means that they are subject to the associated 
administrative and financial regulations. 
• Example: German Federal Youth Council 

On a national level, the German Federal Youth Council (Deutscher Bundesjugendring, 
DBJR) represents the interests of children and young people and its members in public  
and in governmental and parliamentary dealings. DBJR is committed to giving children 
and young people the opportunity and freedom to participate. It  works in c ommit tees 
and working groups and issues statements on laws and youth reports. It contributes it s 
views and long-standing experience to political debate. 

The DBJR is a registered association. It is a non-profit organisation. It pursues charitable 
goals and does not exist primarily to serve its own financial interests. DBJR funds c an 
only be used for the purposes defined in its articles of association. The DBJR is f inanced 
from public funds, namely the Child and Youth Plan of the Federation (Kinder- und 
Jugendplan des Bundes, KJP) and is thus subject to the administrative and financial 
regulations set out in the Child and Youth Plan guidelines. 
Members of DBJR: 29 youth organisations, 16 regional youth councils and 7 affiliated 
organisations. Its members repre-sent a broad spectrum of organisations, from 
denominational, green and cultural associa-tions to young workers and guide/scout 
associations, humanitarian organisations and mi-grant youth organisations. 

The executive bodies of DBJR are the Plenary Assembly, the Main Commit tee, and the 
Board. General meetings are held at least once a year. The Main Commit tee meets at  
least four times a year. The Board meets between eight to ten times a year. It leads the 
political conversations and represents the German Federal Youth Council at events. 

The youth organisations that are members of DBJR work independently and without state 
intervention. 

Higher education student union(s) 
The active participation of students in school and at university is an integral part  of the 
formal educational system in Germany. As educational issues fall in the authority of the 
German federal states the laws regarding the role and the function of the student 
councils differ from federal state to federal state. In general the laws of the federal states 

https://www.dbjr.de/
https://www.dbjr.de/
https://www.dbjr.de/ueber-uns/mitgliedsorganisationen/
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(Hochschulgesetze) prescribe the students’ active participation in different decision-
making processes in their university. 
• Example: free coalition of student unions, fzs) 

One body representing the interests of tertiary education students in Germany is the 
umbrella organisation of incorporated and unincorporated student bodies fzs (freier 
zusammenschluss von studentInnenschaften). It is a member of the European Students’ 
Union. 
fzs is a party political independent and voluntary organisation. The general meeting is the 
highest decision-making body. Between general meetings, the student union c ommit tee 
is the highest decision-making body of the fzs. The executive board implements 
resolutions of the general meeting and represents the association externally. 

In August 2020, fzs had 86 member student unions. Individual incorporated and 
unincorporated university student unions can become members of fzs. Incorporated 
student unions pay a membership fee. Students can get involved in a number of ways: 
as part of campaigns or on various committees and working groups. 

The fzs sees itself as a platform to coordinate higher education policy interests. All 
interests at a glance: List of all interests 

One of fzs' most important areas of work is ensuring student participation at all polit ic al 
levels. The fzs is also in favour of: 

• Free access to education 
• Good study conditions 

• Improving the social situation for students 

• Critical debate with academia and society 
• Funding for the education system 

• International solidarity and commitment to human rights 

• Standing up for feminism and eliminating discrimination in academia and society 

As an organisation, the fzs is funded by the membership fees collected from incorporated 
student unions. It also receives funding from the Federal Ministry of Education and 
Research (Bundesministerium für Bildung und Forschung, BMBF) for events, as well as 
grants for special projects by alliance partners and student representatives. 

• Example: Student Council of the German National Association for Student 
Affairs 

Students are the most important target group and funders of the student services 
organisations (Studentenwerke). Consequently, they have been given an institutionalised 
voice within the German National Association for Student Affairs (Deutsches 
Studentenwerk, DSW) with the establishment of the Student Council (Studierendenrat) in 
2003 and are becoming increasingly integrated into the student services organisations' 
work 
DSW's articles of association state that it is a registered association. It  is a voluntary 
affiliation of student services organisations in the Federal Republic  of Germany. DSW's 
mandate is stated in its articles of association as adopted in September 2019. 
It helps the student services organisations to perform their public duties and to promote 
the economic, social, health-related and cultural welfare of students at German 
universities. DSW initiates, supports and manages projects and schemes of supra-
regional and international importance. It is neutral towards political, religious or 
ideological groups. 

The DSW Student Council helps shape the social and economic study c onditions from a 
stronger student perspective. Its main work is cooperating in the development of political 

https://www.hochschulverband.de/hochschulgesetzsammlung#_
http://www.fzs.de/
http://www.fzs.de/
http://www.fzs.de/positionen/liste-aller-positionen_abc/
https://www.fzs.de/tag/studentische-mitbestimmung
http://www.bmbf.de/
http://www.studentenwerke.de/en
http://www.studentenwerke.de/en
http://www.studentenwerke.de/en
https://www.studentenwerke.de/de/verband
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resolutions in which the students' perspective is taken into account. Students involved in 
the organs of the student services organisations form a network via the DSW Student  
Council. They usually meet twice a year. Each student services organisation sends a 
student representative who works in one of the student services organisation's organs. 
The Student Council advises the organs of the DSW on all basic matters and has a right  
of petition at the general meeting. In most cases it also selects student representatives 
for the Executive Board. 
Members of DSW pay an annual fee for each student for whom they are responsible in 
the winter semester when the financial year begins. The student services organisations 
fund themselves from independently generated resources in the form of profits, student 
semester fees, state grants, reimbursements claimed under the Federal Training 
Assistance Act (Bundesausbildungsförderungsgesetz, BAföG) and community grants. 

School student union(s) 
In some federal states pupil participation is possible at class conferences 
(Klassenkonferenzen), teacher conferences (Lehrerkonferenzen) and school conferences 
(Schulkonferenzen). Pupil participation is regulated more closely in the sc hool ac ts and 
codetermination laws for schools of the federal states. 

The school student unions represent the interests of pupils in interactions with other 
organisations and bodies involved in the education system. The following structure 
generally applies (with some exceptions): 

• State-level school student unions 

• Local-level school student unions 
• School representative in the individual school 

• School council – the highest representative body in the individual school 

• Class representative in a class 
• Pupil 

Germany has a federal school system. This means that the school student unions dif fer 
greatly in each federal state (Länder) with respect to their rights and obligations, 
structures and day-to-day practice. Although the school student union structures c an be 
very different, all states now require by law the creation of a student representative body 
at state level. Regional school student councils (Landesschülervert retungen, LSV) now 
exist in all 16 federal states. In all states, a supreme decision-making body dec ides the 
regional school student councils' positions on educational policy. Above the regional 
school student councils, pupils' interests are represented by the standing c onference of 
student councils of the Länder in the Federal Republic of Germany 
(Bundesschülerkonferenz, BSK) – however, not all states are part of the BSK. 

• Standing conference of student councils of the Länder in the Federal Republic 
of Germany 

The standing conference of student councils of the Länder in the Federal Republic of 
Germany (Bundesschülerkonferenz, BSK) is an affiliation of the student representative 
bodies at state level (Landesschülervertretungen, LSV) from 13 federal states. Bremen, 
North Rhine-Westphalia and Rhineland-Palatinate are not members (as of August 2020).  

Affiliation to BSK is voluntary. BSK has no political or religious affiliations. According to 
its articles of association (Satzung), important BSK committees are the plenary meet ing 
(Plenum) that meets at least twice a year, the committees (Ausschüsse) and the unit s 
(Referate). Each regional school student council affiliated to BSK is represented by three 
delegates in the plenary meetings. The day-to-day organisational and administrative 
tasks of the conference of school student councils of the federal states Germany 
(Bundesschülerkonferenz) are handled by its administrative office (Bundessekretariat). 

https://www.studentenwerke.de/
https://www.studentenwerke.de/
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sch%C3%BClersprecher
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sch%C3%BClerrat
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Klassensprecher
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sch%C3%BCler
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bundessch%C3%BClerkonferenz
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bundessch%C3%BClerkonferenz
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bundessch%C3%BClerkonferenz
http://bundessch%C3%BClerkonferenz.de/
https://lsaberlin.de/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/Satzung_BSK_12.05.2017.pdf
https://www.bundesschuelerkonferenz.com/bundessch%C3%BClerkonferenz/bundessekretariat/
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BSK sees itself as a platform to promote the exchange between the regional school 
student councils. The key area BSK deals with is educational policy of supra-regional 
importance. The Unit for political representation (Referat für politische Vertretungsarbeit) 
represents plenary meeting decisions before political committees, e.g. the Standing 
Conference of the Ministers of Education and Cultural Affairs of the Länder in the Federal 
Republic of Germany (Kultusministerkonferenz, KMK), the Education Committee of the 
German parliament and the Federal Ministry of Education and Research 
(Bundesministerium für Bildung und Forschung, BMBF). The Public Relations Unit (Referat 
für Presse- und Öffentlichkeitsarbeit) issues press releases that reflect the decisions in 
the plenary meeting. It coordinates public relations, supports BSK members in issuing 
joint press releases and represents BSK before the press. 

In the past, BSK received funding from BMBF. Information about current funding was not  
available. 

Regional school student councils 

At regional (Länder) level, there are regional school student councils in all federal states. 
They can have various names in German: 

1. Landesschülerbeirat Baden-Württemberg 

2. Landesschülerrat in Bayern e. V. 

3. Landesschüler*innenausschuss Berlin 

4. Landesschülerrat Brandenburg 
5. Gesamtschüler*innenvertretung Bremen 

6. SchülerInnenkammer Hamburg 

7. Landesschüler*innenvertretung Hessen 
8. Landesschüler*innenrat Niedersachsen 

9. Landesschülerrat Mecklenburg-Vorpommern 

10. Landesschüler*innenvertretung NRW 

11. Landesschüler*innenvertretung Rheinland-Pfalz 
12. Landesschülervertretung Saarland 

13. LandesSchülerRat Sachsen 

14. Landesschülerrat Sachsen-Anhalt 
15. Landesschülervertretungen Schleswig-Holstein 

16. Landesschülervertretung Thüringen 

Further information can be found at the website of Eurydice 
Other bodies 

The youth service committees (Jugendhilfeausschüsse) are the most important body 
representing the interests of children and young people on a local community 
(Kommune) level. They form a bridge between young people and politics. Together, the 
youth service committee and the management office form the Youth Welfare Office 
(Jugendamt). Child and youth associations can help to shape policy as part of the youth 
service committees. The associations represent the interests of young people as 
independent organisations. On a community level, these are usually affiliated under town 
and district youth organisations as city and county youth councils (Stadtjugendringe or 
Kreisjugendringe). They include the opinions of children and young people in political 
processes. 

http://www.kmk.org/
http://www.bmbf.de/
http://www.lsbr.de/
https://lsr.bayern/
https://lsaberlin.de/
https://lsr-brandenburg-de.jimdo.com/
http://gsv-bremen.de/
http://www.skh.de/
http://www.lsv-hessen.de/
http://www.lsr-nds.de/
http://www.landesschuelerrat-mv.de/
http://lsvnrw.de/
http://www.lsvrlp.de/
https://lsvsaar.de/
http://lsr-sachsen.de/
http://landesschuelerrat-lsa.net/
http://www.schuelervertretung.de/
http://www.lsv-th%C3%BCringen.org/
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/eurydice/content/administration-and-governance-local-andor-institutional-level-31_en
https://kinderrechte.rlp.de/fileadmin/kinderrechte/Materialien/Beteiligung-und-Information/Beteiligung/Broschuere_Die_Jugendhilfeausschuesse.pdf
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5.4 Young people's participation in policy-making 
The participation of young people in policy-making falls into six categories: 

1. Self-organisation, youth associations (Jugendverbände)/youth councils 
(Jugendringe) (see 5.3) 

2. Representative participation formats and (school) student unions (see 5.3) 

3. Open participation formats, e.g. youth forums and conferences 

4. Targeted and project-oriented formats, such as the J7 youth summit (J7-
Jugendgipfel) in 2015. Around 50 young people attended the youth summit in the 
lead-up to the G7 summit in Germany 

5. Involvement in institutions in the adult world, e.g. steering and advisory 
committees in public administration, urban development planning, etc. 

6. Lobbying models under which adults stand up for young peoples' interests. 
These formats all have different objectives, time frames for participation, and approaches 
to selecting and representing participating children and young people. They also offer 
different levels of participation, from advisory roles and partnerships to self-directed 
participation by children or young people. 

Formal Mechanisms of Consultation 
Youth participation is a cornerstone of (child and youth) policy-making in Germany. The 
legal bases for youth participation are given in depth in the sec tion "Definitions and 
concepts". They include: 

• The UN Convention on the Rights of the Child referring to the fundamental right of 
participation in Section 12 (1). The UN Convention gives children and young people 
the right to express their views freely in all matters that affect them. Their views must  
be given due weight in accordance with the age and maturity of the c hild or young 
person. 

• Section 1 of the German Civil Code (Bürgerliches Gesetzbuch, BGB) saying: "The legal 
capacity of a human being begins on the completion of birth." 

• In Germany, the right of petition is a basic right in Section 17 of the Basic Law 
(Grundgesetz, GG): "Every person shall have the right individually or jointly with 
others to address written requests or complaints to competent authorities and to the 
legislature." 

• The right to freedom of expression has been part of the Basic Law (Section 5) sinc e it  
first took effect: "Every person shall have the right freely to express and disseminate 
his opinions in speech, writing and pictures [...]." 

• Book 8 of the Social Code – Children and Youth Services (Sozialgesetzbuch Achtes 
Buch – Kinder- und Jugendhilfe, SGB VIII), Section 8 (1) saying that children and 
young people must be involved in decisions by public-sector youth services that affect 
them, in line with their level of development. Additional paragraphs relevant to youth 
participation are Section 1 (1) and (3), Section 9 (2) and Section 11 (1). 

• Federal Building Code (Baugesetzbuch, BauGB) Section 1 (6) sentence 3 requiring the 
needs of young people to be considered. 

• Works Constitution Act (Betriebsverfassungsgesetz, BetrVG) Section 60 on youth and 
apprentice representation. 

At regional (Länder) level it is the implementation acts as laid down in Book 8 of the 
Social Code (Achtes Buch Sozialgesetzbuch, SGB VIII), the state constitutions and the 
school acts (Schulgesetze) that form the basis for youth participation in the federal 
states. 

https://www.unicef.de/informieren/ueber-uns/fuer-kinderrechte/un-kinderrechtskonvention
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/bgb/
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/gg/art_17.html
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/gg/art_17.html
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/gg/art_5.html
https://dejure.org/gesetze/gg/5.html
http://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/sgb_8/__8.html
http://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/sgb_8/__8.html
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/bbaug/
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/betrvg/
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At local level (boroughs, communities), youth participation might be guaranteed through 
the local constitutions of the states, the municipal codes, district regulations or dist ric t 
administration acts. 

Guidelines and quality standards for child and youth participation 
• Quality standards for child and youth participation (Qualitätsstandards für Kinder- und 

Jugendbeteiligung) (2015) 
Some federal states have developed their own quality standards for youth participation, 
e.g. 

• Bavaria with its quality standards for child and youth participation in towns and 
municipalities (Mitwirkung von Kindern und Jugendlichen in den Städten und 
Gemeinden) 

• Hamburg-Altona with its check list for the implementation of quality standards for 
child and youth participation (Checkliste zur Umsetzung der Qualitätsstandards für die 
Beteiligung von Kindern und Jugendlichen) 

• Thuringia by its quality standards for child and youth participation in youth work and 
youth organisation work and in municipalities (Qualitätsstandards für die Beteiligung 
von jungen Menschen in der Jugendarbeit und Jugendverbandsarbeit sowie in 
Kommunen) 

You'll find an overview of community guidelines for public participation on the civic 
participation website (Netzwerk Bürgerbeteiligung). In 2019, the Federal Ministry for the 
Environment, Nature Conservation and Nuclear Safety (Bundesministerium für Umwelt , 
Naturschutz und nukleare Sicherheit, BMU) published its own guidelines on good civic 
participation. 

Participation levels and methods 

At all levels, young people were and are involved in developing and designing different  
strategies. This takes place in online and offline consultations. Young people are 
repeatedly consulted when it comes to the updating and evaluation of the st rategies. 
Examples of strategies where young people were involved: 

These notably include the federal government's joint Youth Strategy (Jugendstrategie) 
containing 163 measures across all federal ministries in nine youth-related action areas. 
A main aim of the government's Youth Strategy is to enable the direct, visible and 
effective participation of young people in the Youth Strategy. This means giving them 
specific opportunities to be heard and to take action. A range of formats involving young 
people as experts in matters that affect them are designed to ensure as many young 
people with wide-ranging perspectives as possible participate in developing the Youth 
Strategy. An Interministerial Working Group incorporates the findings into the Youth 
Strategy. The formats have different sizes, target groups and scopes. 

In the development phase, young people carried out thematic youth audits (Jugend-
Audits) on individual action areas of the Youth Strategy. The aim was to c ontribute a 
view of the realities of life faced by young people to the work of the Interministerial 
Working Group. Each of the audits were performed by between 15 and 30 young people 
in workshops. The young auditors presented their feedback to the Interministerial 
Working Group. 

The Youth Policy Days (JugendPolitikTage) offer young people and young adult s a forum 
to exchange ideas and opinions with the federal ministries on youth-related action areas 
and possible initiatives. At the Youth Policy Days in May 2019 (organised in c ooperation 
with Youth Press Germany [Jugendpresse Deutschland]), representatives from many 
government ministries spoke directly with the young participants. The Interministerial 
Working Group dealt intensively with the recommendations from the Youth Polic y Days. 
The recommendations are continually the subject of consultations and implementat ion 
measures. The 2020 Federal Youth Conference (Bundesjugendkonferenz – Politik für, mit  

https://www.bmfsfj.de/blob/94118/c49d4097174e67464b56a5365bc8602f/kindergerechtes-deutschland-broschuere-qualitaetsstandards-data.pdf
https://shop.bjr.de/arbeitshilfen/57/mitwirkung-von-kindern-und-jugendlichen-in-den-staedten-und-gemeinden
https://shop.bjr.de/arbeitshilfen/57/mitwirkung-von-kindern-und-jugendlichen-in-den-staedten-und-gemeinden
https://www.hamburg.de/contentblob/4047340/748556ecb79454c49a686d41c24e6880/data/checkliste-qualitaetstandards.pdf
https://www.hamburg.de/contentblob/4047340/748556ecb79454c49a686d41c24e6880/data/checkliste-qualitaetstandards.pdf
http://apps.thueringen.de/de/publikationen/pic/pubdownload1671.pdf
http://apps.thueringen.de/de/publikationen/pic/pubdownload1671.pdf
http://apps.thueringen.de/de/publikationen/pic/pubdownload1671.pdf
http://www.netzwerk-buergerbeteiligung.de/kommunale-beteiligungspolitik-gestalten/kommunale-leitlinien-buergerbeteiligung/sammlung-kommunale-leitlinien/
http://www.netzwerk-buergerbeteiligung.de/kommunale-beteiligungspolitik-gestalten/kommunale-leitlinien-buergerbeteiligung/sammlung-kommunale-leitlinien/
https://www.bmu.de/download/leitlinien-fuer-gute-buergerbeteiligung/
https://www.bmu.de/download/leitlinien-fuer-gute-buergerbeteiligung/
https://www.bmfsfj.de/bmfsfj/themen/kinder-und-jugend/jugendbildung/jugendstrategie/jugendstrategie/jugendstrategie-der-bundesregierung/77406
https://jugendpresse.de/projekte/jugendpolitiktage
https://www.bundesjugendkonferenz.org/
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und von Jugend) was held digitally from 11 to 12 September with 150 part ic ipants and 
served as a working conference in the context of implementation. Young people from the 
ages of 14 to 27 took part in policy-themed workshops to exchange their ideas on ac t ive 
projects with representatives from the federal ministries and from projects and 
associations. Documentation of the 2020 Federal Youth Conference. 

The 2021 Youth Policy Days mark a further milestone in the government's efforts to 
implement the Youth Strategy. They offer an opportunity to look both at  the progress 
made so far and at how the Youth Strategy can be taken forward. 

A range of online participation tools give young people the opportunity at different stages 
to provide broad feedback on the status of development and implementation of the Youth 
Strategy. For example, after the 2019 Youth Policy Days young people took part in a first  
online consultation. Via the "Strengthen youth" (Jugendverstärker) platform, they were 
able to discuss, rate and further develop the outcomes and recommendations. 

These are some examples of opportunities for direct participation. No youth advisory 
board exists with the direct participation of young people. However, the Federal Minist ry 
for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth (Bundesministerium für Familie, 
Senioren, Frauen und Jugend, BMFSFJ) set up an advisory committee on the 
government's Youth Strategy (Jugendstrategie) that involves civil society organisations 
and representatives of youth interests. 
At regional (Länder) level young people were involved in 

• developing the JES! youth strategy to help implement the Independent Youth Policy 
(Eigenständige Jugendpolitik) in Rhineland-Palatinate via the RLP youth forum 
(jugendforum RLP), the former "Good youth policy" blog (Gute Jugendpolitik) and 
dialogue-based events 

• developing integrative youth policy in North Rhine-Westphalia through dialogue with 
young people at various youth conferences and the "Rethink – think young – fresh 
ideas for NRW" (umdenken – jungdenken! Frische Ideen für NRW) initiative, 

• developing Thuringia's state strategy on youth participation, adopted in March 2019. 
Thuringia consulted young people during the development of the strategy. It held 
Youth Talks to give young people aged 10 to 18 the opportunity to say their views on 
participation and discuss the plans of the interdisciplinary working group in c harge of 
developing the strategy. Thuringia's youth strategy includes a mission statement, 
minimum standards for participation, objectives and measures, 

• implementing Saxony-Anhalt's sustainability strategy. The "Young people shape the 
future" (Jugend Macht Zukunft) project involves young people in shaping the 
sustainability strategy. The outcomes are summarised in a final report. The young 
participants presented their demands to Saxony-Anhalt's Minister President Dr Reiner 
Haseloff, 

• the work of the social committee (Sozialausschuss) in the State Parliament of 
Mecklenburg-Western Pomerania via a series of consultations looking at  what  it  was 
like to be a young person in Mecklenburg-Western Pomerania (Jung sein in 
Mecklenburg-Vorpommern) in 2019 

Young people have many opportunities to participate in their local area. For example, at  
the end of 2018 the district of Giessen set up an initiative called "Youth polic y for the 
great places of tomorrow: youth-friendly towns, cities and boroughs – making Giessen 
more youth friendly" (Jugendpolitik für die guten Orte von morgen: Jugendgerechte 
Städte und Gemeinden – jugendgerechter Landkreis Gießen). The initiative offers advice 
to young people and funds projects and programmes to promote youth participation. 
Methods for consulting young people range from youth parliaments, local youth councils, 
allotment of dedicated office hours for young people by local politicians, youth advisory 
boards and youth fora, conferences and hearings to round tables, participation projects 
and the participation of young people in online and offline public dialogue. 

https://www.bundesjugendkonferenz.org/
http://data.storytile.net/customer_files/spi/2020_BuJuKo_Doku_OnlineEinzelseiten.pdf
https://mffjiv.rlp.de/de/themen/kinder-und-jugend/jes-eigenstaendige-jugendpolitik/
https://mffjiv.rlp.de/de/themen/kinder-und-jugend/jes-eigenstaendige-jugendpolitik/
https://wir-tun-was.rlp.de/de/buergerbeteiligung/jugendforum-rlp/
https://wir-tun-was.rlp.de/de/buergerbeteiligung/jugendforum-rlp/
https://mffjiv.rlp.de/de/themen/kinder-und-jugend/jes-eigenstaendige-jugendpolitik/dialog-veranstaltungen-und-termine/
https://www.mfkjks.nrw/eigenstaendige-jugendpolitik-nordrhein-westfalen
http://www.umdenken-jungdenken.de/
http://www.umdenken-jungdenken.de/
https://bildung.thueringen.de/jugend/jugendpolitik/jugendbeteiligung/
https://mule.sachsen-anhalt.de/fileadmin/Bibliothek/Politik_und_Verwaltung/MLU/MLU/02_Umwelt/Nachhaltigkeit/00_Startseite_Nachhaltigkeit/190722_Nachhaltigkeitsstrategie.pdf
http://kjrlsa.de/Abschlussdoku-WS-Reihe-MULE
https://www.landtag-mv.de/landtag/ausschuesse/ausschuesse/sozialausschuss/anhoerungsreihe-jung-sein
https://www.landtag-mv.de/landtag/ausschuesse/ausschuesse/sozialausschuss/anhoerungsreihe-jung-sein
http://www.lkgi-jugendfoerderung.de/Jugendgerechte_Kommunen.html
http://www.lkgi-jugendfoerderung.de/Jugendgerechte_Kommunen.html
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Actors 
For information on main youth actors involved in consultation processes see also Youth 
representation bodies 

Youth participation in political decision-making processes is open to all young people, 
including young people with fewer opportunities and young people with a migrant 
background. Public measures also have the aim to increase the diversity of participants. 
Key public authorities represented in youth consultation processes are: 

• the Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth 
(Bundesministerium für Familie, Senioren, Frauen und Jugend, BMFSFJ), 

• the ministries in charge of youth affairs (Jugendministerien) of the federal states, 

• the Local Government Associations at Federal Level (Bundesvereinigung der 
kommunalen Spitzenverbände) and 

• the statutory institutions in the field of youth services as members of the youth 
service committees (Jugendaushilfeausschüsse). 

Apart from that Germany also has ombudsmen (Bürgerbeauftragte) who also represent 
the interests of young people and listen to their needs when requested, e.g. in 

• Baden-Württemberg, 

• Mecklenburg-Western Pomerania, 

• Rhineland-Palatinate, 
• Schleswig-Holstein, 

• Thuringia. 

Many local authorities have local youth commissioners (Jugendbeauftragte) who are 
usually members of the local council. Their job is to represent  the c oncerns voic ed by 
young people and local child and youth work organisations to the local council. The local 
youth commissioners guide the participation of young people and are thus an important  
point of contact between young people and local politics. One example of this is Bavaria: 
Since 2002, almost all regions of Bavaria have appointed youth c ommissioners to look 
after the concerns of local children and young people. 

Information on the extent of youth participation 
Generally speaking, participative processes include the documentation of the number and 
age of participants and the scope of demands and action recommendations that are 
developed as a result of these processes. All information is made available to the public . 
Where participation takes place online, it is more difficult to collect informat ion on the 
participants as they often take part anonymously. No central office currently exist s that 
records the extent of all government-run youth participation processes. Examples 
include: 

National level (Bund) 

From 2011 to 2014 the "I'm in politics" (Ichmache>Politik) project involved young people 
and youth NGOs in developing the Independent Youth Policy (Eigenständige 
Jugendpolitik). Young people submitted thousands of ideas and demands for a new youth 
policy via online and offline channels, which they then collected, discussed and prioritised 
in seven participative rounds. From 2014 to 2017 the "I'm in politics|Demographics" 
(Ichmache>Politik|Demografie) project included young people in developing the 
government's demographic strategy over several online and offline stages. They collected 
around 1,000 demands and ideas from young people and young adults. 

  

https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/53-youth-representation-bodies-germany
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/53-youth-representation-bodies-germany
http://www.bmfsfj.de/
http://www.bmfsfj.de/
https://www.jfmk.de/
http://www.staedtetag.de/wirueberuns/bv/index.html
http://www.staedtetag.de/wirueberuns/bv/index.html
https://www.buergerbeauftragte-bw.de/
http://www.buergerbeauftragter-mv.de/
http://www.derbuergerbeauftragte.rlp.de/
https://www.landtag.ltsh.de/beauftragte/bb/
https://www.buergerbeauftragter-thueringen.de/
https://www.bjr.de/themen/jugendpolitik-und-jugendarbeit/kommunale-jugendpolitik/jugendbeauftragte.html
https://www.bjr.de/themen/jugendpolitik-und-jugendarbeit/kommunale-jugendpolitik/jugendbeauftragte.html
http://ichmache-politik.de/demografie/?page_id=1957
https://mitwirkung.dbjr.de/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/171012-Brosch%C3%BCre-web_final.pdf
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Regional level (Länder) 
In Rhineland-Palatinate in the course of developing the youth strategy young people 
were mainly reached through the youth organisations and the local youth work. 

Preparations for the #JUKON16 youth conference of the state government of North 
Rhine-Westphalia involved asking young people aged between 16 and 25 to give their 
opinions online about how they see the Land's future and their wishes, goals and worries 
for the years to come. The survey was held from 7 April to 4 May 2016. The online 
platform was accessed almost 6 000 times and over 3 600 responses were received. 
Results of the online dialogue 

Outcomes 
Below are examples of now-complete participation processes and how the outcomes were 
used at federal level. 
• 2017 Youth Policy Days (JugendPolitikTage), organised by the Federal Ministry for 

Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth (Bundesministerium für Familie, 
Senioren, Frauen und Jugend, BMFSFJ) 

BMFSFJ invited 450 young people and young adults to attend the three-day event. The 
central theme was the 15th Child and Youth Report (15. Kinder- und Jugendbericht): 
Participants discussed the topics and findings of the Report in forums and working 
groups, developing 54 positions and demands. These covered: polit ics and c it izenship 
education; displacement and migration; inequality and educational equity; populism and 
extremism; free spaces and spaces for action; and participation and lobbying. The 
outcomes were included in the BMFSFJ's Youth Strategy on acting for a child- and youth-
friendly society (Handeln für eine jugendgerechte Gesellschaft). 
• "Our climate! Our future" (Unser Klima! Unsere Zukunft) youth dialogue in 2017 

organised by the Federal Ministry for the Environment, Nature Conservation and 
Nuclear Safety (Bundesministerium für Umwelt, Naturschutz und nukleare Sicherheit , 
BMU) 

To mark the 23rd World Climate Conference, around 200 young people in three cities 
across Germany came together to talk about climate change, climate protection and the 
participation of young people in climate policy. 24 representatives met up later for a 
follow-up workshop to go through the outcomes of all the dialogue events together and 
use these as the basis for preparing a set of recommendations and demands. They 
published a youth report (Jugendreport) to act as a decision-making tool for 
policymakers, public administration, businesses and associations. 

• youpaN (2017-2019), implemented by the youboX project of the German education 
foundation (Stiftung Bildung) 

youpaN gets young people involved in implementing the National Action Plan on 
Education for Sustainable Development (Bildung für nachhaltige Entwicklung, BNE). The 
foundation launched the forum at youcoN in summer 2017. The forum members are 
made up of 25 young people and young adults aged from 16 to 23. So far, the forum has 
put forward nine demands relating to youth participation and BNE. 

• Urbane Liga, a 2018 project by the Federal Ministry of the Interior, Building and 
Community (Bundesministerium des Innern, für Bau und Heimat, BMI) and the 
Federal Institute for Research on Building, Urban Affairs and Spatial Development 
(Bundesinstitut für Bau-, Stadt- und Raumforschung, BBSR) in the Federal Off ic e for 
Building and Regional Planning (Bundesamt für Bauwesen und Raumordnung, BBR) 

Urbane Liga is an alliance of young "citymakers" who want to get actively involved in 
shaping their towns and cities. At present, 33 young people aged 17 to 27 are involved in 
the project. They focus on participation, building law, and cooperation between public  
administration, politics and civil society. Urbane Liga has written a manifesto c ontaining 
its core principles. 

https://www.land.nrw/de/tags/jukon16
https://www.bmfsfj.de/blob/117546/044660a4aee7e5453c51b552cfdd8d19/jugend-politik-tage-2017-dokumentation-data.pdf
https://www.bmu.de/publikation/unser-klima-unsere-zukunft/
https://youpan.de/
https://urbane-liga.de/
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• 2019 Youth Policy Days (JugendPolitikTage), organised by BMFSFJ 
450 young people gathered for this three-day event to help develop the government 's 
joint Youth Strategy. Attendees collected recommendations and positions in the areas of 
towns and villages; education and work; coexistence and democracy; and environment  
and health. The event's slogan was "What we want" (Was wir wollen). 

• Youth audits (Jugend-Audits) in 2019 to help develop the government's Youth 
Strategy (Jugendstrategie), organised by the Foundation for the Soc ial Pedagogical 
Institute Berlin "Walter May" (Stiftung Sozialpädagogisches Institut Berlin "Walter 
May", Stiftung SPI) 

In 2019, young people and young adults carried out three youth audits on behalf of 
BMFSFJ. Each audit involved between 15 and 22 young individuals. They looked at 
mobility; digitalisation; education and work; free spaces; the environment; diversity; and 
participation. Participants discussed different perspectives and drew up action areas. 

Large-scale initiatives for dialogue or debate between public 
institutions and young people 
A youth check (Jugend-Check) was developed on a national level. This was agreed in 
the coalition agreement (Koalitionsvetrag) of the ruling parties (2013-2017). In August  
2017, the German Research Institute for Public Administration (Deutsches 
Forschungsinstitut für öffentliche Verwaltung) began setting up the youth check 
competence centre (Kompetenzzentrum Jugend-Check, KomJC). The youth check aims to 
make visible the impact that proposed legislation will have on young people aged from 12 
to 27 and incorporate the findings into the legislative process. The idea to int roduce a 
youth check came about during discussions on an Independent Youth Policy 
(Eigenständige Jugendpolitik). It was based on the realisation that young people's 
concerns rarely get the attention they deserve in political proc esses. The c ompetence 
centre published an initial report at the end of 2018. The report answers the questions: 
Why is a youth check needed and how does it work in practice? In parallel, the youth 
check competence centre presented what it had learned so far from the impact 
assessment process and looked at the progress made: By the end of September 2018, 
the youth check had reviewed 63 items of proposed federal government  legislat ion. It  
identified youth-specific impacts in 18 proposals and published the findings. 

The youth check itself is not an instrument for participation. However, participation 
formats such as the youth audit (Jugend-Audit) collect experiences from the many 
different living situations faced by young people to help further develop the youth check. 
Young people give feedback on the audit tool or on the findings of individual youth 
checks. The competence centre uses the findings to continually improve the youth c heck 
methodology. The aim of this ongoing development is to appropriately reflect the 
everyday realities faced by young people. 
The federal government launched the "Youth-friendly communities" (Jugendgerechte 
Kommunen) process and the "Become youth-friendly!" (Jugend gerecht werden) 
toolbox. The 2015-2018 Youth Strategy: acting for a child- and youth-friendly society 
(Jugendstrategie: Handeln für eine jugendgerechte Gesellschaft) of the Federal Minist ry 
for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth (Bundesministerium für Familie, 
Senioren, Frauen und Jugend, BMFSFJ) helped 16 communities to make themselves more 
youth friendly. Youth participation played a vital role in these actions. To support all 
communities nationwide, the "Become youth-friendly" toolbox provides helpful methods, 
background knowledge and supporting arguments. 

Another part of BMFSFJ's Youth Strategy (Jugendstrategie) is the youth part icipation 
project jugend.beteiligen.jetzt. This project is for people at national, regional and in 
particular local level who plan to introduce youth participation processes. Young and 
adult communication multipliers can use the service to get information, network and 
access further training opportunities to promote and strengthen youth part icipation or 
introduce it for the first time. 

https://www.bmfsfj.de/blob/137630/f09e2be1a3df66fce8fb003522fe1a46/20190808-jugendpolitiktage-berlin-2019-data.pdf
https://www.stiftung-spi.de/projekte/jugendstrategie/
https://www.stiftung-spi.de/projekte/jugendstrategie/
http://www.foev-speyer.de/
http://www.foev-speyer.de/
https://www.jugend-check.de/
https://de.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Eigenst%C3%A4ndige_Jugendpolitik&action=edit&redlink=1
https://de.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Eigenst%C3%A4ndige_Jugendpolitik&action=edit&redlink=1
https://www.bmfsfj.de/blob/141848/c2863c61c9053f98154e800ca8512088/20191127-komjc-bericht-2018-data.pdf
http://www.bmfsfj.de/
http://www.bmfsfj.de/
https://www.jugendgerecht.de/downloads/16_Wege_zu_mehr_Jugendgerechtigkeit.pdf
http://werkzeugbox.jugendgerecht.de/
http://www.jugend.beteiligen.jetzt/
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Youth dialogue (Jugenddialog) is a platform by the German Federal Youth Council 
(Deutscher Bundesjugendring) giving young people the opportunity to talk to 
policymakers about their concerns and wishes. Youth dialogue takes place at  all levels 
and in many formats: at EU youth conferences, in Europe-wide surveys, in national 
events, in projects run by local youth associations (Jugendverbände), or at 
neighbourhood events. The 8th cycle of the youth dialogue takes place from 1 July 2020 
to 31 December 2021 and is called Europe for YOUth – YOUth for Europe: Space for 
Democracy and Participation (Europe for YOUth – YOUth for Europe:Raum für 
Demokratie und Beteiligung). Over these 18 months we intend to meet  and implement  
European Youth Goal #9 "Space and Participation for All". 

The mitmischen.de portal of the German parliament (Deutscher Bundestag) is a direc t  
line between young people and the German parliament. Young people can use the portal 
to give their opinions, discuss political topics and submit online petitions. 

Regional (Länder) level 

A youth action programme ran from 2017 to 2019 called Shaping the future together – 
20 participation projects for Hesse (Gemeinsam Zukunft gestalten – 20 
Partizipationsprojekte für Hessen, ProgrammP) with total funding of up to 1,100,000 
euros. It offered non-curricular youth education activities to promote part icipation by 
young people. 
The youth participation programme Jugend BeWegt in Baden-Württemberg aims to 
promote and integrate child and youth participation in local communities for the long 
term. Local communities and associations of towns and communities that wish to 
implement and support youth participation locally can apply for programme funding. The 
programme aims to strengthen existing approaches, pool experiences and establish a 
long-lasting network of local communities/associations of towns and c ommunit ies. The 
key element of the project is supportive coaching on participation. The programme is 
managed jointly by the youth organisation of Baden-Württemberg (Landesjugendring 
Baden-Württemberg) and the youth foundation of Baden-Württemberg (Jugendstiftung 
Baden-Württemberg). 

The Youth participation resource centre of North Rhine-Westphalia (Servicestelle für 
Kinder- und Jugendbeteiligung in Nordrhein-Westfalen) mainly helps politicians and youth 
service/youth work experts to implement participation projects. Other services inc lude 
advice on planned new participation projects in towns and boroughs, and moderat ion, 
mediation or in-house training and long-term process support. 

Democracy days (Demokratie-Tage) are for young people who want to play an ac t ive 
part in shaping their environments, and for educators and parents interested in learning 
and living democracy (Demokratie lernen und leben). In 2018, they are held – amongst  
others – in Rhineland-Palatinate, North Rhine-Westphalia, Saxony and Hesse. 
The participation network (Beteiligungsnetzwerk) run by the regional youth council of 
Mecklenburg-Western Pomerania (Landesjugendring Mecklenburg-Vorpommern) has 
been promoting child and youth participation since 2001. It guides, advises and t rains 
employees from public administration, politics, schools, youth work and youth 
organisations, as well as children and young people, on planning and implementing 
participation processes and projects. 

  

https://jugenddialog.de/
https://jugenddialog.de/darum-gehts-im-jugenddialog/
https://jugenddialog.de/darum-gehts-im-jugenddialog/
https://jugenddialog.de/darum-gehts-im-jugenddialog/
https://jugenddialog.de/youth-goals/raeume-und-beteiligung-fuer-alle/
http://www.mitmischen.de/
http://www.familienatlas.de/kinder-jugendliche/beteiligung/partizipationsfoerderung-durch-aktionsprogramme
https://jugendaktionsprogrammp.de/
https://jugendaktionsprogrammp.de/
http://www.jugendbeteiligung-bw.de/index.php?id=13
http://www.jugendbeteiligung-in-nrw.de/
http://www.jugendbeteiligung-in-nrw.de/
http://www.demokratietag.net/
http://ljrmv.de/ljrmv/langzeit-projekte/beteiligungswerkstatt/
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5.5 National strategy to increase youth participation 
Existence of a national strategy to increase young people's 
political and civil society participation 
The federal government's Youth Strategy 
The government's joint Youth Strategy sends a message to the younger generation that 
it takes their interests and needs into consideration. The Youth St rategy c ontains 163 
initiatives in nine action areas. All federal ministries are involved.  

Scope and contents 
From more needs-based local transport and high-speed internet, to affordable housing 
and climate action measures, decisions in any policy area can have a direct impact on the 
younger generation. For this reason, the federal government, in cooperation with all 
federal ministries, developed a Youth Strategy coordinated by the Federal Youth Minist ry 
(Bundesjugendministerium, BMFSFJ). In the development phase, young people were 
asked to contribute their views as experts in matters that affect them. Many put forward 
their ideas and wishes at the Youth Policy Days (JugendPolitikTage), in thematic 
audits, or via online consultations. There are nine youth-related action areas: 
• Future, generational dialogue & youth views 

• Participation, engagement & democracy 

• City & country, living & culture 
• Diversity & participation 

• Education, work & free spaces 

• Mobility & digitalisation 
• Environment 

• Health 

• Europe and the world 

Examples of initiatives from these nine youth action areas. 

The Youth Strategy's central principles: To promote participation by children and young 
people (see 5.4), to make young people visible, and to share responsibility (youth policy 
as an interdisciplinary subject affecting all policy areas). Key participation formats to help 
implement the Youth Strategy are the Federal Youth Conference 
(Bundesjugendkonferenz, planned for September 2020), the EU Youth Conference 
(planned for October 2020) and the Youth Policy Days (JugendPolitikTage) in 2021. 
BMFSFJ runs another initiative together with the German Children's Fund (Deutsches 
Kinderhilfswerk) called "Strong child and youth parliaments" (Starke Kinder- und 
Jugendparlamente). The initiative supports around 30,000 children and young people 
who are active in child and youth parliaments. It raises the visibility and public prof ile of 
the over 500 child and youth parliaments in Germany to gain appreciation for their work. 
The project aims to strengthen the role of child and youth parliaments as an important  
part of a diverse range of opportunities for young people to participate at  a loc al level. 
BMFSFJ also works to more actively include young people as a target audience for 
political communication and to develop suitable formats for improving dialogue between 
young people and policymakers. Another BMFSFJ project is updating and supplement ing 
the quality standards for good child and youth participation developed for various f ields 
of practice in the National Action Plan "Towards a child-friendly Germany 2005-2010" 
(Für ein kindergerechtes Deutschland 2005-2010). 

  

https://www.bmfsfj.de/blob/146330/a6f7b2c5fbd995374eb7e7c22b8a4777/in-gemeinsamer-verantwortung-politik-fuer-mit-und-von-jugend-die-jugendstrategie-der-bundesregierung-data.pdf
https://www.bmfsfj.de/blob/jump/137630/20190808-jugendpolitiktage-berlin-2019-data.pdf
https://www.bmfsfj.de/bmfsfj/themen/kinder-und-jugend/jugendbildung/jugendstrategie/jugendstrategie/jugendstrategie-der-bundesregierung/77406
https://www.kinderrechte.de/beteiligung/starke-kinder-und-jugendparlamente/ueber-das-projekt/
https://www.kinderrechte.de/beteiligung/starke-kinder-und-jugendparlamente/ueber-das-projekt/
https://www.bmfsfj.de/bmfsfj/service/publikationen/qualitaetsstandards-fuer-beteiligung-von-kindern-und-jugendlichen/95866
https://www.bmfsfj.de/bmfsfj/service/publikationen/qualitaetsstandards-fuer-beteiligung-von-kindern-und-jugendlichen/95866
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Responsible authority for the implementation of the strategy 
The Interministerial Working Group on Youth 

The Interministerial Working Group on Youth (IMA Jugend) was created in October 2018. 
Its members – representatives from the federal ministries and government 
commissioners – meet regularly to develop and implement the government's joint Youth 
Strategy (Jugendstrategie). IMA Jugend's activities are coordinated by the Federal Youth 
Ministry (Bundesjugendministerium, BMFSFJ). The Working Group, along with themed 
sub-groups, defined the initial situation, action areas and initiatives for each of the nine 
youth action areas. These form the basis for implementing the government's Youth 
Strategy. 

BMFSFJ civic advisory council for the Youth Strategy 

The civic advisory council of the BMFSFJ was set up to involve youth interest groups, civil 
society, the federal states (Länder) and municipal umbrella organisations in developing 
and implementing the Youth Strategy. The council is chaired by Caren Marks, the 
Parliamentary State Secretary of the Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Cit izens, 
Women and Youth (Bundesministerin für Familie, Senioren, Frauen und Jugend, 
BMSFSJ). It is co-chaired by Prof. Karin Böllert, Chair of the Child and Youth Welfare 
Association (Arbeitsgemeinschaft für Kinder und Jugendhilfe, AGJ). The civic advisory 
council representatives discuss youth-related topics and make suggestions and 
recommendations for improvement. The council is an important forum that connects 
government and civil society. 

Participation of young people in the Youth Strategy 
A range of recurring formats involving young people as experts in matters that affect 
them are designed to ensure as many young people with wide-ranging perspectives as 
possible participate in developing the Youth Strategy. The Interministerial Working Group 
uses the findings in its activities developing and implementing the Youth St rategy. The 
formats have different sizes, target groups and scopes. They include youth audits 
(Jugend-Audits), the Youth Policy Days (JugendPolitikTage), a Federal Youth Conference 
(Bundesjugendkonferenz) and an online participation tool (see 5.4). 

Youth Strategy service office 
The Youth Strategy service office (Servicestelle Jugendstrategie) is currently part  of the 
Foundation for the Social Pedagogical Institute Berlin "Walter May" (Stiftung 
Sozialpädagogisches Institut Berlin "Walter May", Stiftung SPI). It helps the Federal 
Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth (Bundesministerium für 
Familie, Senioren, Frauen und Jugend, BMFSFJ) to develop and implement the 
government's joint Youth Strategy (Jugendstrategie). The office advises the BMFSFJ on 
expert and strategic matters, provides organisational support for commit tee meet ings, 
and helps with conferences, workshops and other youth part icipation formats. It  also 
develops ideas and elements to use in communication. 

Revisions/Updates 
Policymakers, civil society and young people are constantly evolving the Youth Strategy. 
All federal ministries share responsibility for this process. Continual youth participation is 
a requirement of all Youth Policy initiatives. More information can be requested from 
Stiftung SPI's Youth Strategy service office (jugendstrategie@stiftung-spi.de). 

  

https://www.stiftung-spi.de/projekte/jugendstrategie/
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5.6 Supporting youth organisations 
Legal/policy framework for the functioning and development of 
youth organisations 
Book 8 of the Social Code (Sozialgesetzbuch Achtes Buch, SGB VIII) provides the basis 
for structural support and project funding in connection with youth (association) work 
and other areas of child and youth services. Section 12 of SGB VIII addresses funding for 
youth organisations and their independent activities. It says that youth work whic h is 
organised and implemented jointly by young people and for which they share 
responsibility is to receive funding. The goal is to fund independent child and youth 
services organisations in accordance with Section 74 SGB VIII, which says that 
independent youth services organisations should receive funding if they meet the 
professional requirements for the planned project and ensure compliance with the 
principles and standards of quality development and quality assurance in accordance with 
Section 79a. Additionally, they must ensure that funding is used efficiently, for the 
intended purpose and to pursue charitable goals. Organisations must also make an 
adequate own contribution and ensure that their work supports the objectives of the 
Basic Law of the Federal Republic of Germany (Grundgesetz, GG). To receive permanent  
funding, an organisation must be recognised as an independent youth services 
organisation in accordance with Section 75 SGB VIII. 
On a regional (Länder) level, the implementation acts to SGB VIII provide the basis for 
structural support and project funding in youth (association) work and other areas of 
child and youth services. 

Public financial support 
The federal government funds and provides stimulus for child and youth services on a 
national level with its Child and Youth Plan (Kinder- und Jugendplan, KJP) on the basis of 
Book 8 of the Social Code (Sozialgesetzbuch Achtes Buch, SGB VIII). KJP is part  of the 
government's child and youth policy focus (chapter 1702 in Section 17 of the federal 
budget), which in 2020 has financing of around 1,491 million euros (2018: 1,076 million 
euros). In 2020, the KJP accounts for around 219 million euros (2018: 199 million 
euros). 

Regional youth organisations as representatives of the interests of c hildren and young 
people, as well as individual projects and youth facilities in local communities and in child 
and youth services organisations, are funded from the corresponding so-called regional 
youth plans (Landesjugendpläne) – regional budgets for youth planning – and from 
community resources. The amount allocated for youth organisations and their ac tivit ies 
varies from federal state to federal state. For examples please see Youth Policy 
Governance > Funding Youth Policy 

Initiatives to increase the diversity of participants 
The 15th Child and Youth Report (15. Kinder- und Jugendbericht) identifies inclusion and 
participation by young people as one of child and youth work's biggest  c hallenges. The 
current debate on an inclusive Children and Youth Welfare Act (Kinder- und 
Jugendhilfegesetz, SGB VIII) is also increasingly recognising the importance of 
inclusiveness in child and youth work (see 5.10). 

Various initiatives, projects, reports, conferences and so on exist with the goal of 
establishing diversity-aware, intercultural openness in youth organisations in mind. 
Examples: 

The network for intercultural youth organisation work and research (Netzwerk 
interkultureller Jugendverbandsarbeit und -forschung, NiJaF) was c reated in 2005 and 
meets twice a year. The Information and Documentation Cent re for Ant i-Racism Work 
(Informations- und Dokumentationszentrum für Antirassismusarbeit, IDA) coordinates 
the network. Main activities: Supporting youth associations as they work to establish 

https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/sgb_8/
https://www.bmfsfj.de/blob/111964/2f7ae557daa0d2d8fe78f8a3f9569f21/richtlinien-kjp-2017-data.pdf
https://www.bundeshaushalt.de/fileadmin/de.bundeshaushalt/content_de/dokumente/2020/soll/Epl_Gesamt_mit_HG_und_Vorspann.pdf
https://www.bundeshaushalt.de/fileadmin/de.bundeshaushalt/content_de/dokumente/2020/soll/Epl_Gesamt_mit_HG_und_Vorspann.pdf
https://www.bundeshaushalt.de/fileadmin/de.bundeshaushalt/content_de/dokumente/2018/soll/epl17.pdf
https://www.bundeshaushalt.de/fileadmin/de.bundeshaushalt/content_de/dokumente/2018/soll/epl17.pdf
https://www.bmfsfj.de/blob/115438/d7ed644e1b7fac4f9266191459903c62/15-kinder-und-jugendbericht-bundestagsdrucksache-data.pdf
https://www.idaev.de/wir-ueber-uns/nijaf/
https://www.idaev.de/wir-ueber-uns/nijaf/
http://www.idaev.de/
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intercultural openness, supporting projects and strategies with the same aim, and 
promoting the critical exchange of professional opinions in this field. Since 2015, an 
additional topic has been collaboration with and the participation of young refugees in 
youth association work. IDA runs an online database on intercultural openness in youth 
association work with projects, concepts and approaches for establishing interc ultural 
openness in youth organisations. 
The German Federal Youth Council (Deutscher Bundesjugendring, DBJR) helps and funds 
children and young people with migration histories in the context of (including as 
volunteers) associations and independent organisations of young migrants. DBJR is also 
committed to promoting inclusion in youth associations and making them plac es where 
young people take part in democratic life. The wide variety of youth associations in 
existence reflects the broad spectrum of young people's interests and engagement 
activities: They range from religious, green and cultural associations to young workers 
and guide/scout associations, humanitarian organisations and migrant youth 
organisations. The DBJR's Main Committee adopted the following position in Berlin on 
31 May 2017. 

The network for diversity-conscious youth and educational work (Netzwerk für 
DIVErsitätsbewusste Jugend- und Bildungsarbeit) originated from the sub-initiative 
"Diversity-conscious international youth work" (Diversitätsbewusste internationale 
Jugendarbeit) of the JiVE project (International youth work – experiencing diversity 
[Jugendarbeit international – Vielfalt erleben]). The network aimed to give as many 
young people as possible access to social resources and enable their participation. 
From 2017 to 2019 the innovation fund (Innovationsfonds) funded four projects for 
young refugees in youth associations from the budget of the Child and Youth Plan of the 
Federal Government (Kinder- und Jugendplan des Bundes, KJP). The projects created 
lasting opportunities for young refugees to contact and meet other young people, and 
identified and removed some of the obstacles they faced. They also c ommunic ated the 
principles of youth work and youth association work to young people. One of these 
projects on helping young refugees to become independent (Jung, geflüchtet, 
selbstbestimmt) is still active and continues to support youth associations and youth 
training centres in Berlin who work with young refugees. 

A study by the Federal Association of Cultural Youth Education (Bundesvereinigung 
Kulturelle Kinder- und Jugendbildung, BKJ) uses real-world projects to show how society 
can support and implement inclusion. It also makes recommendations on removing 
barriers of all kinds. Eight projects have proved that cultural education can help to 
prevent social exclusion and discrimination for everyone. BKJ guided the projec ts from 
2017 to 2019 as part of the innovation fund for cultural education (Innovationsfonds 
Kulturelle Bildung) of the Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and 
Youth (Bundesministerium für Familie, Senioren, Frauen und Jugend, BMFSFJ). 

In August 2016, the Regional Youth Council of Brandenburg (Landesjugendring 
Brandenburg) established the Perspectives Agency (Fachstelle 'Perspektiven'). It  offers 
counselling, information and training on topics including intercultural openness, inter-
culturalism, migration, refugee and asylum issues to youth-led migrant organisations and 
youth associations. 

The "We live diversity" (Vielfalt – wir leben sie!) project run by the Open Doors 
Association of North Rhine-Westphalia (Arbeitsgemeinschaft Offene Türen NRW, AGOT 
NRW) is now in its fifth year. In 2020 it is supporting 130 projects from North Rhine-
Westphalia as "profile projects". The projects focus on: supporting young girls, put t ing 
participation into practice, establishing identity, and providing space. AGOT NRW will use 
the project outcomes to identify diversity-oriented education tools for open-door c hild 
and youth work. This will help address the challenge of finding a common "we" whilst 
taking the identity, experiences and individual constructs of the "other" into 
consideration. 

https://www.idaev.de/recherchetools/interkulturelle-oeffnung/
https://www.idaev.de/recherchetools/interkulturelle-oeffnung/
http://www.dbjr.de/
https://www.dbjr.de/artikel/jugendverbaende-in-vielfalt-vereint-1/
https://www.dbjr.de/artikel/jugendverbaende-in-vielfalt-vereint-1/
http://www.netzwerk-diversitaet.de/
http://www.netzwerk-diversitaet.de/
https://www.jugendfuereuropa.de/ueber-jfe/publikationen/jive-jugendarbeit-international-vielfalt-erleben.3466/
https://www.jugendfuereuropa.de/ueber-jfe/publikationen/jive-jugendarbeit-international-vielfalt-erleben.3466/
https://innovationsfonds.jugendgerecht.de/verbandlich/
https://www.jung-gefluechtet-selbstbestimmt.de/
https://www.jung-gefluechtet-selbstbestimmt.de/
https://www.bkj.de/publikation/kinder-und-jugendkulturarbeit-inklusiv/
https://www.bkj.de/publikation/kinder-und-jugendkulturarbeit-inklusiv/
https://www.ljr-brandenburg.de/perspektiven/
https://www.ljr-brandenburg.de/perspektiven/
https://spark.adobe.com/page/vAB5rR6MLKIen/
https://spark.adobe.com/page/vAB5rR6MLKIen/
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The charity Aktion Mensch supports a project called "Inclusion – consider it done!" 
(Inklusion – geht klar!) run by the Bavarian Youth Council (Bayerischer Jugendring, BJR) 
offering help with developing and testing inclusive training opportunities in youth work. 
The project aims to anchor participation by young people with disability in youth work. It  
runs for three years (December 2019 to 2022) and has three key areas: youth leader 
training, in-house training, and inclusion advisor training. 
Aktion Mensch and the Youth Participation Resource Centre (Servicestelle 
Jugendbeteiliigung) will hold an event called InkluDay 2020 on 26 September. InkluDay 
is a digital youth conference to promote diversity and participation: It offers young 
people a broad programme of online activities with experts, speakers and interactive 
workshops on inclusion and participation. Participants can learn about various youth 
networks, exchange ideas and discover engagement opportunities both during and 
outside of the event. 

5.7 “Learning to participate” through formal, non-formal 
and informal learning 
Policy Framework 
The topography of citizenship education in practice (Topografie der Praxis politischer 
Bildung) created by the civic education service (Fachstelle politische Bildung) gives an 
overview of the extremely diverse and varied citizenship education landscape, its 
structures and approaches. It shows which fields of practice cover citizenship education 
and the various concepts used. 

The Youth Strategy (Jugendstrategie) of the federal government requires concerted 
political efforts to ensure effective youth participation, civic engagement and democ racy 
in action. The Youth Strategy publication on the strategic action area "Participation, 
engagement & democracy" (Beteiligung, Engagement & Demokratie) says: 

The focus must be on encouraging young people's involvement in democracy, 
strengthening their democratic awareness, equipping them with the skills they need for 
democratic participation and social solidarity, as well as on taking preventive action 
against oppressive and anti-democratic tendencies. Education in democracy must be 
more than simply learning about political structures and how they work together. Young 
people must be taught democratic values and experience democratic processes first-hand 
using a range of target group- and context-specific approaches. This includes being able 
to form and justify their own views. It also includes learning how to engage in an open 
culture of debate, in which other views and ways of life are respected and c ompromises 
found, and where both majority decisions and the inalienable nature of minority rights 
are accepted. Democracy education also means making young people aware that a liberal 
democracy needs constitutional procedures and boundaries. [...] For example, young 
people active in youth work improve self-efficacy and learn about the social relevance of 
their work. In youth associations, youth groups and open-door youth work facilities they 
work independently and take responsibility for themselves and for others. (Youth 
Strategy (Jugendstrategie) of the federal government, page 45) 

The Standing Conference of the Ministers of Education and Cultural Affairs of the Länder 
in the Federal Republic of Germany (Ständige Konferenz der Kultusminister der Länder in 
der Bundesrepublik Deutschland) has issued various resolutions relating to citizenship 
education. These include the following resolutions: 

• Strengthening Democracy Education (Stärkung der Demokratieerziehung) of 6 March 
2009. It says that education in democracy is a central task of schools and youth 
education institutions and that democracy and democratic actions c an and must  be 
learnt. (Strengthening Democracy Education (Stärkung der Demokratieerziehung), 
page 2.) 

https://www.bjr.de/themen/inklusion/inklusion-geht-klar.html
https://www.aktion-mensch.de/was-du-tun-kannst/inkluday.html
https://transfer-politische-bildung.de/transfermaterial/topografie-der-praxis/
https://transfer-politische-bildung.de/transfermaterial/topografie-der-praxis/
https://www.bmfsfj.de/jugendstrategie
https://www.bmfsfj.de/blob/146330/a6f7b2c5fbd995374eb7e7c22b8a4777/in-gemeinsamer-verantwortung-politik-fuer-mit-und-von-jugend-die-jugendstrategie-der-bundesregierung-data.pdf
https://www.bmfsfj.de/blob/146330/a6f7b2c5fbd995374eb7e7c22b8a4777/in-gemeinsamer-verantwortung-politik-fuer-mit-und-von-jugend-die-jugendstrategie-der-bundesregierung-data.pdf
http://www.kmk.org/fileadmin/Dateien/veroeffentlichungen_beschluesse/2009/2009_03_06-Staerkung_Demokratieerziehung.pdf
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• Establishing democracy education in schools (Demokratie als Ziel, Gegenstand und 
Praxis historisch-politischer Bildung und Erziehung in der Schule) (Resolution of the 
Standing Conference of the Ministers of Education and Cultural Affairs 
[Kultusministerkonferenz, KMK] dated 6 March 2009, version dated 11 October 2018). 
Given current social and political developments and the high speed of the digital 
transformation, the KMK redrafted its 2009 recommendation and adopted the new 
version on 11 October 2018. The new version says: Digitalisation is a driver of soc ial 
development, a connective force and an opportunity for participation. […] Schools are 
more important than ever both as places where democracy is taught  and as plac es 
where democracy is experienced first-hand. School must be a place where democratic 
values and human rights standards are practised, put into practice and learnt. 

• Intercultural education at school (Interkulturelle Bildung und Erziehung in der Schule) 
version dated 5 December 2013. The resolution sets out targets and general principles 
for systematic intercultural development in schools to help pupils acquire intercultural 
skills. This includes opportunities relating to democracy education and the promot ion 
of a democratic culture of discussion. 

• Remembering our past for our future – Recommendations for a culture of 
remembrance to form an object of historical and political education in schools 
(Erinnern für die Zukunft. Empfehlungen zur Erinnerungskultur als Gegenstand 
historisch-politischer Bildung in der Schule) of 11 December 2014. It  spec if ies basic 
principles to provide guidance to integrate remembrance and a culture of 
remembrance into historical and political education and to enable young people to 
describe and evaluate historical developments and to understand how their own 
actions affect the world. 

• Media Education in Schools (Medienbildung in der Schule) of 8 March 2012. The 
declaration contains basic statements on the importance of the media to sc hools and 
education. It gives schools and teachers guidance on teaching pupils media literac y in 
order to give them the skills they need for civic participation and cultural participation 
in society. 

In July 2016, the federal government adopted its strategy on preventing extremism and 
promoting democracy (Strategie zur Extremismusprävention und Demokratieförderung). 
The strategy's action areas include "Civic education, intercultural education and 
democracy" and "Civil society engagement". The goal is to expand packages of measures 
and develop new ideas. This includes a programme by the Federal Ministry of the Interior 
(Bundesministerium des Inneren, BMI) called "Social cohesion through participation" 
(Zusammenhalt durch Teilhabe) (since 2010). Annual funding budget: 12 million euros. 
The programme funds projects to strengthen democratic participation and combat 
extremism. The focus is on regional clubs, associations and educators. 
The Federal Agency for Civic Education (Bundeszentrale für politische Bildung, bpb) 
lobbies for better understanding of political matters, a keener awareness of democ racy 
and greater willingness to participate in political processes. bpb works with the state, 
policymakers, educational institutions, academia and the media. It is active in the areas 
of non-curricular citizenship education for young people and adults as well as citizenship 
education in schools. bpb provides a public service. Its activities are oriented to the 
principles of pluralism, controversy and rationality. bpb offers citizenship education 
services in the following areas: 
• Conferences, seminars, forums, congresses and study trips 

• Publications 

• Teaching aids and learning resources on citizenship education 
• Development of new methods and use of new techniques to spread information 

• Exhibitions and competitions such as the citizenship education competition for pupils 
(Schülerwettbewerb zur politischen Bildung) 

https://www.kmk.org/fileadmin/Dateien/veroeffentlichungen_beschluesse/2009/2009_03_06-Staerkung_Demokratieerziehung.pdf
https://www.kmk.org/fileadmin/Dateien/veroeffentlichungen_beschluesse/2009/2009_03_06-Staerkung_Demokratieerziehung.pdf
http://www.kmk.org/fileadmin/Dateien/veroeffentlichungen_beschluesse/1996/1996_10_25-Interkulturelle-Bildung.pdf
http://www.kmk.org/fileadmin/Dateien/veroeffentlichungen_beschluesse/2014/2014_12_11-Empfehlung-Erinnerungskultur_englisch.pdf
http://www.kmk.org/fileadmin/Dateien/veroeffentlichungen_beschluesse/2014/2014_12_11-Empfehlung-Erinnerungskultur_englisch.pdf
http://www.kmk.org/fileadmin/Dateien/veroeffentlichungen_beschluesse/2012/2012_03_08_Medienbildung.pdf
https://www.bmfsfj.de/blob/109002/5278d578ff8c59a19d4bef9fe4c034d8/strategie-der-bundesregierung-zur-extremismuspraevention-und-demokratiefoerderung-data.pdf
https://www.bmfsfj.de/blob/109002/5278d578ff8c59a19d4bef9fe4c034d8/strategie-der-bundesregierung-zur-extremismuspraevention-und-demokratiefoerderung-data.pdf
http://www.zusammenhalt-durch-teilhabe.de/
http://www.zusammenhalt-durch-teilhabe.de/
http://www.bpb.de/
https://www.bpb.de/lernen/projekte/schuelerwettbewerb/)
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• Set-up and coordination of a citizenship education network (Netzwerk der polit isc hen 
Bildung) 

• Support and funding for pluralist education services 

The 16 state agencies for citizenship education (Landeszentralen für politische Bildung) in 
the federal states (Länder) work to promote and strengthen citizenship education and 
civic responsibility. These non-party agencies are attached to one of the federal 
ministries. In some states, for example, they take the form of a regional office 
(Landesanstalt) or regional organisation (Landeseinrichtung). Whilst the agencies are 
independent from the bpb, they act as its state-level equivalent. 

Live Democracy! (Demokratie leben!) is the largest federal programme of the Federal 
Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth (Bundesministerium für 
Familie, Senioren, Frauen und Jugend, BMFSFJ). It assists projects across Germany in 
developing action plans to promote democracy and diversity. Live Democracy! was 
established in 2015. In May 2018 Dr Franziska Giffey, the Federal Minister for Family 
Affairs, announced that the federal programme will be continued beyond 2019. In the 
second funding period up to 2024, Live Democracy! will focus on promoting democ rac y, 
shaping diversity and taking action against extremism. The total funding volume for 2020 
is 115.5 million euros. The programme targets children and young people in part ic ular, 
along with their parents, family members and individuals in a position of trust. It  is also 
for voluntary, part-time and full-time youth service workers, educators and agents of the 
state and civil society. 

Experience Democracy (DemokratieErleben) encourages young people to actively take 
control of their reality, offers them a wide range of opportunities for part ic ipation and 
helps them to take charge of decisions that affect them. The initiative aims to: 

• Give children and young people the skills they need to responsibly participate in 
shaping their reality 

• Strengthen democracy education and child and youth participation as a task of c ivil 
society 

• Integrate best practices into democracy education and make them available to all 

• Improve visibility and political efficacy through networking, dialogue and interaction 
between civil society and the state 

Experience Democracy is a broad alliance of civil society organisations supported by the 
Standing Conference of the Ministers of Education and Cultural Affairs 
(Kultusministerkonferenz, KMK). The Democratic Action (Demokratisch Handeln) funding 
initiative of the German Children and Youth Foundation (Deutsche Kinder- und 
Jugendstiftung) and the Körber foundation (Körber-Stiftung) initiated the alliance in 
2010. The German association for democracy education (Deutsche Gesellschaft für 
Demokratiepädagogik, DeGeDe) has coordinated the alliance since 2014. 

The Joint initiative of providers of political education for youth (Gemeinsame Init iat ive 
der Träger Politischer Jugendbildung, GEMINI) is an association of national organisations 
for political education for youth that operates as the national committee for political 
education (Bundesausschuss politische Bildung, bap). 

The GEMINI organisations work jointly to get children and young people interested in 
actively shaping their own realities of life and their communities and to promote 
participative skills. 

The association guarantees a shared platform for sharing ideas and experience with 
colleagues/peers, quality assurance, the further development of concepts and 
representing youth interests. 
Section 11 of Book 8 of the Social Code – Children and Youth Services (Sozialgesetzbuch 
Achtes Buch – Kinder- und Jugendhilfe, SGB VIII) provides the legal basis for making 
youth work programmes available to young people. The law requires these programmes 

https://www.bpb.de/partner/51452/landeszentralen-fuer-politische-bildung
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Land_(Deutschland)
https://www.demokratie-leben.de/
https://www.demokratieerleben.de/
https://www.bap-politischebildung.de/gemini/
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/sgb_8/__11.html
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to appeal to the interests of young people. Young people should be able to play an active 
role and take part in decision-making. The programmes should empower young people to 
take action and motivate them to take responsibility for their own contribution to society 
and civic commitment. Youth work areas include youth education in polit ic al and soc ial 
subjects. 

Section 84 of Book 8 of the Social Code (Sozialgesetzbuch Achtes Buch, SGB VIII) 
requires the federal government to submit a report in each legislative period on the 
situation of young people and the efforts and contributions of Child and Youth Servic es 
(Bericht über die Lage junger Menschen und die Bestrebungen und Leistungen der 
Jugendhilfe) to the German parliament (Bundestag) and the Federal Council (Bundesrat). 
The government tasks an independent expert commission to compile each report and 
adds its own statement. The German Youth Institute (Deutsches Jugendinstitut) is in 
charge of managing the expert commission and providing the necessary input. The 16th 
Child and Youth Report (16. Kinder- und Jugendbericht) looking at supporting democracy 
education for children and young people (Förderung demokratischer Bildung im Kindes-  
und Jugendalter) was published in 2020. This report looks at the progress made so far by 
institutions and concepts in the context of democracy education for young people up to 
27 years and create a basis for moving forward. It also helps to bring this foc us topic 
closer into the public eye and raise its profile in the child and youth services sector. 

Formal learning 
Citizenship education in Germany in general aims at 

• teaching the ideas of freedom and democracy, 
• bringing young people up as tolerant people who respect other people and their 

convictions, 
• fostering the belief in international understanding, 

• strengthening social commitment and political responsibility and 

• enabling young people to assume their own rights and duties. 

Developing an awareness of democracy and politics is part of the German education 
system. Citizenship education is a fixed subject in all schools and years from 9th grade 
onwards. Educational policy is decided by the federal states (Länder). They have their 
own legislation regarding educational policy. There is a wide array of arrangements. This 
means that the significance of the subject, the syllabuses and the names of the sc hool 
subjects can vary from state to state: politics, social sciences, social studies, sociology, 
political sciences, political education, general studies, international polit ic s – soc ial and 
civic skills are taught under a variety of names. 
The table below shows the typical names in each of the federal states (Länder) given to 
the subjects teaching citizenship education in grammar schools (Gymnasien). 

Federal state Lower secondary (Sekundarstufe I)     

Baden-Württemberg Social studies   

Bavaria Sociology  

Berlin Political education (grades 5 and 6), sociology (grades 7 to 10)      

Brandenburg Political education   

https://www.bmfsfj.de/kinder-und-jugendbericht/gesamt
https://www.bmfsfj.de/kinder-und-jugendbericht/gesamt
http://www.bpb.de/system/files/pdf/L1YPIU.pdf
https://www.bpb.de/veranstaltungen/netzwerke/nece/229170/citizenship-education-in-germany?p=all
http://www.bpb.de/system/files/pdf/L1YPIU.pdf
https://www.bpb.de/gesellschaft/bildung/politische-bildung/193595/bildungsaufgabe-und-schulfach
https://www.bpb.de/gesellschaft/bildung/politische-bildung/193595/bildungsaufgabe-und-schulfach
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Bremen Politics  

Hamburg Politics/society/economics  

Hesse Politics and economics    

Mecklenburg-Western Pomerania Sociology  

Lower Saxony Policy economics   

North Rhine-Westphalia Politics   

Rhineland-Palatinate Sociology  

Saarland Sociology  

Saxony Social studies/ rights education/economics    

Saxony-Anhalt Sociology  

Schleswig-Holstein Economics/politics  

Thuringia Sociology  

The number of hours devoted to the school subject varies across the federal states. The 
graphic (page 20) shows how many teaching hours are allocated to citizenship education 
in grammar schools (lower secondary – Gymnasien Sekundarstufe I): 

Overview of syllabuses in the federal states 

Non-formal and informal learning 

Participative structures within formal education settings 
The regulations found in frame curricula and syllabuses or in the school acts in the 
states (Länder) require schools to get pupils actively involved in shaping their school 
learning. Various types of participation are possible: as class spokesperson, on the school 
council, in class conferences, in teacher conferences, in school conferences, as a member 
of the regional school council, or at the state school conference. The regulat ions on this 
vary across the states (see 5.3). 

In 2019, the German Children's Fund (Deutsches Kinderhilfswerk) compiled a summary 
of the participation rights of children and young people in Germany and c ompared and 
contrasted the rules in each of the federal states (Länder). 

The participation rights of children and young people in Germany are listed in 5.1. 

Examples of participative learning in formal and non-formal settings 
• Baden-Württemberg: Pupil mentor programme (Schülermentorenprogramm) to 

promote political education among young people). Around 900 school pupils are 
trained as mentors every year. 

https://pub.uni-bielefeld.de/download/2934293/2934488/G%C3%B6kbudak_Hedtke_Ranking-PB_2018_final_online.pdf
https://pub.uni-bielefeld.de/download/2934293/2934488/G%C3%B6kbudak_Hedtke_Ranking-PB_2018_final_online.pdf
https://www.kmk.org/dokumentation-statistik/rechtsvorschriften-lehrplaene/uebersicht-lehrplaene.html
https://www.kmk.org/dokumentation-statistik/rechtsvorschriften-lehrplaene/uebersicht-lehrplaene.html
https://www.kmk.org/dokumentation-statistik/rechtsvorschriften-lehrplaene/uebersicht-schulgesetze.html
https://www.kmk.org/dokumentation-statistik/rechtsvorschriften-lehrplaene/uebersicht-schulgesetze.html
https://www.dkhw.de/fileadmin/Redaktion/1_Unsere_Arbeit/1_Schwerpunkte/3_Beteiligung/3.11_Studie_Beteiligungsrechte/Studie_Beteiligungsrechte_von_Kindern_und_Jugendlichen.pdf
https://www.dkhw.de/fileadmin/Redaktion/1_Unsere_Arbeit/1_Schwerpunkte/3_Beteiligung/3.11_Studie_Beteiligungsrechte/Studie_Beteiligungsrechte_von_Kindern_und_Jugendlichen.pdf
http://www.km-bw.de/,Lde/Startseite/Schule/Schuelermentorenprogramme
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• Model European Parliament in Germany, MEP (Modell Europa Parlament Deutschland) 
for groups of school pupils in years 10 and 11 from Germany (schools from all federal 
states participate) 

• Mecklenburg-Western Pomerania: Young people in state parliament (Jugend im 
Landtag) participation project 

• Junior election (Juniorwahl) project (Kumulus) to practice and experience democ racy 
first-hand. Introduces the topic of elections to secondary schools. Teachers integrate 
"democracy and elections" into the timetable. Junior election 2020: Election of the 
Ruhr regional parliament. 

• U18 elections (U18-Wahlen) (German Federal Youth Council [Deutscher 
Bundesjugendring]) are held nine days before an official election. European, 
parliamentary, regional, or local elections all bring political discussions about the 
future into the public eye. These events are also of interest  to c hildren and young 
people, who have their own questions and political desires. U18 offers young people 
the opportunity to take action: Once a polling station is registered on the U18 website, 
children and young people can prepare for their own election. U18 encourages them 
to form their own opinions and learn more about the political system, and answers 
their questions. Participants identify and debate their own topics and priorit ies. They 
scrutinise and compare party manifestos to help them come to a personal election 
decision. 

• Nationwide youth debate (Jugend debattiert) competition for schools . Combines 
training to be a good debater in lessons with a nationwide c ompet ition for pupils in 
year 8 and above. 

• As part of the Youth Strategy: acting for a child- and youth-friendly society 
(Jugendstrategie: Handeln für eine jugendgerechte Gesellschaft), from 2017 to 2019 
the innovation fund (Innovationsfonds) of the Child and Youth Plan of the Federal 
Government (Kinder- und Jugendplan des Bundes) funded nine projects on 
displacement, migration, home and religion as factors that influence how we live side 
by side in society (Flucht, Migration, Heimat und Religion – Was hält unsere 
Gesellschaft zusammen?). The citizenship education service (Transferstelle polit ische 
Bildung) supported the projects. The projects tested different formats, methods and 
settings for citizenship education to promote the further development of the f ield and 
set the course for the development of innovative approaches. 

Participation in the local community and wider society 
Federal (national) programmes or competitions to promote democratic action are: 
• Federal programme Live Democracy! (Demokratie leben!) of the Federal Minist ry for 

Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth (Bundesministerium für Familie, 
Senioren, Frauen und Jugend, BMFSFJ). Programme funds go mainly to projec ts that 
promote democracy and prevent extremism. Target groups: children and young 
people, their parents, family members and individuals in a position of trust, voluntary, 
part-time and full-time youth service workers, communication multipliers and agents 
of the state and civil society. 

Project term: since 2015 (extended in 2018 for an indefinite period of time) 

Funding in 2017: 104.5 million euros, projected sum in 2020: 115.5 million euros 

• Federal programme "Social cohesion through participation" (Zusammenhalt durch 
Teilhabe, ZdT) of the Federal Ministry of the Interior (Bundesministerium des Innern). 
Starting from the third funding wave in 2017, funds now also go to federal projec ts 
that promote democratic participation and take action against extremism. The 
programme is implemented by the Federal Agency for Civic Education (Bundeszentrale 
für politische Bildung, bpb). 

Project term: 2010 to 2024 

http://www.mepgermany.de/
http://www.ljrmv.de/ljrmv/langzeit-projekte/jugend-im-landtag/
http://www.ljrmv.de/ljrmv/langzeit-projekte/jugend-im-landtag/
http://www.juniorwahl.de/
https://www.u18.org/willkommen
https://www.u18.org/willkommen
https://www.jugend-debattiert.de/
https://transfer-politische-bildung.de/transfermaterial/veroeffentlichungen/mitteilung/artikel/broschuere-flucht-migration-heimat-und-religion-was-haelt-unsere-gesellschaft-zusammen/
https://transfer-politische-bildung.de/transfermaterial/veroeffentlichungen/mitteilung/artikel/broschuere-flucht-migration-heimat-und-religion-was-haelt-unsere-gesellschaft-zusammen/
https://www.bmfsfj.de/blob/93488/5b896c88b29c77c48fa8a33441cc4143/demokratie-leben-aktiv-gegen-rechtsextremismus-gewalt-und-menschenfeindlichkeit-englische-version-data.pdf
http://www.demokratie-leben.de/
http://www.zusammenhalt-durch-teilhabe.de/
http://www.zusammenhalt-durch-teilhabe.de/
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Annual funding: 12 million euros (up to 2015: 6 million euros/year) 

• National funding initiative for democratic action (Förderprogramm Demokratisch 
Handeln) of the German democracy fund (Förderverein Demokratisch Handeln) 

Project term: has been running since 1990 and is open to all schools in Germany. 
Funded by the Federal Ministry of Education and Research (Bundesministerium für 
Bildung und Forschung, BMBF) and the ministries of education of the federal states. 
Nationwide implementation of the Council of Europe's No Hate Speech campaign began in 
Germany in July 2016. 

Examples of programmes, competitions or initiatives supported by the regional (Länder) 
governments are: 

• Rhineland-Palatinate: "Youth engagement competition – get involved – make a 
difference" (Jugend-Engagement-Wettbewerb – Sich einmischen – was bewegen), 
since 2014. Target group: For young people aged 12-25 years, such as teams from 
schools, clubs, church groups or independent groups. Aim: To c ollec t project ideas 
that tie in with the youth manifesto of Rhineland-Palatinate youth forum (jugendforum 
rlp). Financial support: from 500 to 1,000 euros. 

• Berlin: State-wide programme "Strong youth – make a difference" (STARK gemacht ! 
- Jugend nimmt Einfluss). Main target group: Young people between 12 and 21. Aim: 
To experience and shape democracy. Projects by public-sector and independent 
institutions, associations and civil society initiatives in the areas of youth work, youth 
association work and youth social work receive financial backing of up to 15,000 
euros. 

• Saxony: Open Saxony for Democracy and Tolerance (Weltoffenes Sachsen für 
Demokratie und Toleranz, WOS), run by the Free State of Saxony. Encourages c ivil 
society action to promote liberal democracy. Established: 2005. In 2019, Saxony 
made around 5.14 million euros available for the WOS programme. 

• Brandenburg: Support fund to promote the participation of children and young 
people in democracy in general and elections in particular (Beteiligung von Kindern 
und Jugendlichen an Demokratie und Wahlen) of the German Children’s Fund 
(Deutsches Kinderhilfswerk) and the state of Brandenburg. Supports activities to help 
children and young people understand democracy and participation. Total volume: 
80,000 euros. 

• Thuringia: Thuringian state programme for democracy, tolerance and openness 
(Thüringer Landesprogramm für Demokratie, Toleranz und Weltoffenheit). Established 
2011.  

Partnerships/Cooperation 

• The all-day school (Ganztagsschulen) concept enables cooperation between schools 
and external partners such as youth organisations and youth associations. The 
investment programme Future Education and Care (Zukunft Bildung und Bet reuung, 
IZBB) provided the basis for implementing all-day schools and resulted in the 
establishment of more than 8 000 all-day schools between 2003 and 2009. Since 
then, the federal states have continued to focus on improving quality and extending 
all-day school activities. Germany had over 14,000 all-day schools in the 2010/2011 
school year. The number of all-day schools has more than tripled in the last  10 years 
(as of 2019). The regulations relating to all-day schools are different in each federal 
state as the topic is dealt with at state level. In some c ases, they take the form of 
framework agreements between the department of education and various umbrella 
associations and organisations. These provide the organisational and financial 
framework for cooperation between schools and associations, clubs and institutions on 
the provision of childcare and all-day schooling services. Alternatively, schools c an 
enter into cooperation agreements with local or regional external partners. School 

https://www.bmfsfj.de/blob/109002/5278d578ff8c59a19d4bef9fe4c034d8/strategie-der-bundesregierung-zur-extremismuspraevention-und-demokratiefoerderung-data.pdf
http://www.demokratisch-handeln.de/
http://www.demokratisch-handeln.de/
https://no-hate-speech.de/de/
https://wir-tun-was.rlp.de/de/anerkennung/jugend-engagement-wettbewerb/
https://wir-tun-was.rlp.de/de/anerkennung/jugend-engagement-wettbewerb/
http://www.stark-gemacht.de/de/Programm/programminfo.php
http://www.stark-gemacht.de/de/Programm/programminfo.php
http://www.weltoffenes.sachsen.de/
http://www.weltoffenes.sachsen.de/
https://www.dkhw.de/ueber-uns/buendnisse/laenderfonds/
https://www.dkhw.de/ueber-uns/buendnisse/laenderfonds/
http://denkbunt-thueringen.de/
http://denkbunt-thueringen.de/
http://www.ganztagsschulen.org/
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cooperation partners could be, for example, state sports associations/federations, 
state federations for cultural youth education or regional youth councils. Or they could 
be local educational institutions that provide extracurricular educational ac tivities, or 
clubs or religious or other social organisations that give children the opportunity to 
take responsibility for how we live side by side in society. 

Such cooperation is mainly based on Section 81 (1) no. 1 of Book 8 of the Soc ial Code 
(Sozialgesetzbuch Achtes Buch, SGB VIII). It requires schools and youth work 
organisations to work together in the interests of young people. Other sections of SGB 
VIII can also apply: Section 11 (3) no. 3 "school-based youth work" (schulbezogene 
Jugendarbeit) and Section 13 (1) and (4) "school-based school social work", "t ransit ion 
from school to training" (schulbezogene Schulsozialarbeit, Übergang Schule in 
Ausbildung). For the schools, partnerships with non-school institutions are governed by 
the school acts in the federal states (Länder) and other statutory instruments. 

The Standing Conference of the Ministers of Education and Cultural Affairs 
(Kultusministerkonferenz, KMK) defines "all-day" schools as offering a schedule of 
activities for at least seven hours per day on at least three days of the week. The school 
principal has overall responsibility for the activities provided by the all- day school and 
must ensure that extracurricular elements are conceptually aligned with lessons. All- day 
schools are only offered at primary and lower secondary (Sekundarstufe I) level. 

KMK distinguishes between three types of all-day school: 
• all-day schools operating under the "open model" (offene Ganztagsschulen) – these 

offer pupils the opportunity to take part in all-day curricular and non-curricular 
activities 

• all-day schools operating under the "partly compulsory model" (teilweise gebundene 
Ganztagsschule) – these require compulsory all-day attendance by defined groups of 
pupils, and all-day schools operating under the "fully compulsory model" (voll 
gebundene Ganztagsschulen) – these require all pupils to attend seven scheduled 
hours on at least three days of the week. 

The all-day schools approach enables schools to enter into partnerships with public-
sector and independent youth services and, depending on the school's area of 
responsibility, allows both sides to be involved in shaping the teaching concept. Content 
can include social and intercultural education, the prevention of violence, st rengthening 
of personal skills, integration, participation and democracy. The learning provided at  all-
day schools is reviewed regularly. Evaluations and regular quality management  ensure 
that learning is constantly enhanced and adapted to changing c onditions. The all- day 
schools are funded by the federal states (Länder). 

School is a formal education setting. It focusses on achievements and prepares pupils for 
adult life by awarding certificates of qualification. By contrast, youth work is about 
creating shared experiences and providing room for young people to develop. It  follows 
the principles of openness, voluntary participation, codetermination, orientation to 
participants' everyday realities, and so on. These different motivators can initially result  
in obstacles to cooperation. For it to work, schools must look more to developing soc ial 
spaces and become more community-oriented. This enables schools to connect more 
closely with the realities faced by children and young people – which promotes empathy 
and motivation, and helps pupils to develop their social and political skills. Specific 
concepts and agreements between non-curricular and curricular learning formats should 
form part of this. The 15th Child and Youth Report (15. Kinder- und Jugendbericht) 
shows that the concepts are not yet sufficiently oriented to the needs of c hildren and 
young people. This is likely to be the reason why older pupils rarely take part in 
afternoon school activities. In addition, young people would like more opportunit ies to 
have a say in these activities, which is seldom possible. 
Example of non-formal education – school cooperation: 

http://www.kmk.org/fileadmin/Dateien/veroeffentlichungen_beschluesse/1996/1996_10_25-Interkulturelle-Bildung.pdf
http://www.kmk.org/fileadmin/Dateien/veroeffentlichungen_beschluesse/1996/1996_10_25-Interkulturelle-Bildung.pdf
https://www.kmk.org/dokumentation-statistik/statistik/schulstatistik/allgemeinbildende-schulen-in-ganztagsform.html
https://www.kmk.org/dokumentation-statistik/statistik/schulstatistik/allgemeinbildende-schulen-in-ganztagsform.html
https://www.kmk.org/fileadmin/Dateien/veroeffentlichungen_beschluesse/2015/2015-12-03-Ganztagsschulbericht.pdf
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The Network for Democracy and Courage (Netzwerk für Demokratie und Courage, NDC) 
is a federal network of young people committed to promoting democracy and speaking 
up against oppression. 

NDC mainly works to train young people as ambassadors, as well as hosting project 
days, seminars and training events in schools, vocational colleges, educational 
institutions and for many other target groups. NDC was founded in 1999 and consists of 
many different supporters. These include trade union associations, youth organisations, 
welfare organisations, state youth councils (Landesjugendringe), Catholic youth 
organisations and many others. 
NDC has offices and teams of voluntary ambassadors in 12 federal states. The NDC 
association represents the network's interests at federal level. 

For further information on the involvement of other players in society also see Eurydice. 

Supporting non-formal learning 
Outside of school, young people can learn about participation via various state-funded 
activities, such as volunteer schemes (see chapter on Voluntary Activities) or 
membership of a club, youth organisation, youth centre, youth club, etc. Youth 
organisations are places where young people can practice using democratic systems and 
thus have an influence on youth policy. Child and youth work is the basis for social, 
political and cultural education and for creating space for young people to come together 
and meet in their free time in a setting of their choosing. Further important 
stakeholders are the youth education centres, political youth education organisations and 
civic involvement and civil society organisations as part of social movements. 

The Child and Youth Plan of the federation (Kinder- und Jugendplan des Bundes) is the 
programme for funding youth work and the work of youth organisations on a national 
level. Areas funded include youth education in political subjects. On a regional (Länder) 
level, the implementation acts to Book 8 of the Social Code (Sozialgesetzbuch Achtes 
Buch, SGB VIII) provide the basis for structural support and project funding in youth 
(association) work and other areas of child and youth services. See also Supporting 
Youth Organisations > Public financial support  

Quality assurance/quality guidelines for non-formal learning 
Book 8 of the Social Code – Children and Youth Services (Sozialgesetzbuch Achtes Buch 
– Kinder- und Jugendhilfe, SGB VIII) includes general statements and objectives on 
quality, but does not set out specific requirements or quality standards. Specific quality 
requirements can be derived from Article 11 on youth work (Jugendarbeit). Article 11 
says that youth work services should reflect the interests of young people, who should 
also have a say in their design, and that services should help to teach young people self-
determination skills and motivate them to take social responsibility and get  involved in 
social issues. Youth-led participation is the central quality aspect of child and youth 
organisation work. Youth group leaders (Jugendgruppenleiter-/innen), also c alled team 
leaders (Teamleiter/-innen), play a particularly important role in this regard. Their 
training has an impact on their work and thus the quality of participation. Training is 
completed in line with set standards. In 2009, the conference of youth ministers 
(Jugendministerkonferenz) adopted a catalogue of minimum requirements across 
Germany. The federal states also set supplementary quality standards on aspects such as 
the duration of training (nationwide: at least 30 hours, in some states up to 50 hours). 
Anyone who has completed training in line with the applicable standards c an apply for 
the youth leader card (Jugendleiter/In-Card, Juleica). Juleica card holders are thus 
certified as meeting the quality and qualification requirements for voluntary youth work. 
The card can also be used as authentication to public bodies such as informat ion and 
advice centres, youth institutions, the police and consulates. 

Safeguarding the quality of participatory processes in youth work means regularly taking 
a critical look at and reflecting on certain aspects, such as democratic decision-making 

https://www.netzwerk-courage.de/
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/eurydice/content/administration-and-governance-local-andor-institutional-level-31_en
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/25-youth-volunteering-national-level-germany
https://www.bmfsfj.de/blob/115438/d7ed644e1b7fac4f9266191459903c62/15-kinder-und-jugendbericht-bundestagsdrucksache-data.pdf
https://www.bmfsfj.de/blob/113816/a99ff7d041784d0a41ca295ce4bceb56/15--kinder-und-jugendbericht-data.pdf
https://www.bmfsfj.de/blob/113816/a99ff7d041784d0a41ca295ce4bceb56/15--kinder-und-jugendbericht-data.pdf
https://www.bmfsfj.de/blob/111964/2f7ae557daa0d2d8fe78f8a3f9569f21/richtlinien-kjp-2017-data.pdf
http://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/sgb_8/
https://jfmk.de/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/Anlage_zu_TOP_4.7_2.pdf
https://www.juleica.de/index.php?id=601&type=0
http://www.juleica.de/
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structures (decision-making flexibility for young people, influence, low threshold of 
offers, opportunities to gain participation experience) or the framework for shaping 
participatory processes. 

No general quality assurance system exists in the non-formal sector. Many organisations 
in the non-formal sector have developed their own quality standards. Different quality 
management/quality assurance systems apply depending on how a project or 
programme is funded, as different guidelines apply in each case. This relates mainly to 
national and international youth work and the various formats in which it takes plac e. In 
the field of international youth work, a range of quality systems and tools are in place for 
the following formats: youth exchanges, expert dialogue, volunteer programmes, au 
pairs, seminars/training and placements. See also 'Innovation forum Global Youth: 
Quality in formats of international youth work (Innovationsforum Jugend global: Qualität  
in Formaten der Internationalen Jugendarbeit) as of 2015. 

All formats aim to give children and young people the opportunity to learn how to 
participate in society and to make an active and voluntary contribution in any number of 
ways (individual or group formats), either as a participant or leader (group leader, 
supervisor, team leader) of an initiative. Full-time employees are relevant as they have 
access to suitable programmes and methods that allow them to teach young people 
participation skills. As such, in the context of participation, the quality assurance systems 
mentioned above are always relevant to all stakeholders: children, young people, full-
time staff and managers. 

An application and use verification process (Antrags- und 
Verwendungsnachweisverfahren) is in place to ensure funds are used efficiently and for 
their intended purpose in compliance with the relevant guidelines. Applicants must 
provide clear cost data in their project planning and funding applic ations. Projects and 
initiatives funded, for example, as part of the Child and Youth Plan of the federation 
(Kinder- und Jugendplan des Bundes, KJP) must comply with the plan guidelines. KJP is 
the main federal funding source also for activities of political and citizenship non- formal 
education. To receive funding under KJP, schemes and projec ts must  c omply with the 
guidelines for awarding grants and benefits to promote child and youth services 
(Richtlinien über die Gewährung von Zuschüssen und Leistungen zur Förderung der 
Kinder- und Jugendhilfe durch den Kinder- und Jugendplan des Bundes) under KJP. 
Quality development is one of the goals that KJP aims to support  and st rengthen. The 
guidelines require quality indicators to be developed and determined that allow practices 
to be reviewed and developed in dialogue- and participation-based processes. These 
quality indicators must be reviewed and adapted on an ongoing basis. Additionally, they 
must include processes that ensure participation by young people and their families. 
Anyone who is given funding under KJP must provide proof of where the money was used 
once the measure is finished. Lists of participants must be kept. 

See also Country report Germany. 2018 update to the European inventory on validat ion 
of non-formal and informal learning. 

Educators' support 
Teachers are entitled to undergo further training as part of their jobs. They c an use the 
services of teacher training, school development and quality development inst itutions 
(Landesinstitute für Lehrerfortbildung und Schulentwicklung) in the federal states to 
receive further training in a range of areas including citizenship education, for example in 
Bavaria, Hamburg, Lower Saxony, Saxony or Thuringia. 

The common content requirements for subject-related studies and subject-related 
didactics in teacher training (Ländergemeinsame inhaltliche Anforderungen für die 
Fachwissenschaften und Fachdidaktiken in der Lehrerbildung) which apply to all federal 
states include democracy education and democracy didactics for teachers of the sc hool 
subjects politics/social studies/economics. The standards for teacher training in 
educational sciences (Standards für die Lehrerbildung: Bildungswissenschaften), agreed 

https://ijab.de/fileadmin/redaktion/PDFs/Shop_PDFs/IFJG_qualitaet-ijab-web.pdf
https://ijab.de/fileadmin/redaktion/PDFs/Shop_PDFs/IFJG_qualitaet-ijab-web.pdf
https://www.bmfsfj.de/blob/111964/2f7ae557daa0d2d8fe78f8a3f9569f21/richtlinien-kjp-2017-data.pdf
https://www.bmfsfj.de/blob/111964/2f7ae557daa0d2d8fe78f8a3f9569f21/richtlinien-kjp-2017-data.pdf
https://www.cedefop.europa.eu/de/events-and-projects/projects/validation-non-formal-and-informal-learning/european-inventory#country
https://www.cedefop.europa.eu/de/events-and-projects/projects/validation-non-formal-and-informal-learning/european-inventory#country
https://www.kmk.org/service/servicebereich-schule/landesinstitute.html
http://www.km.bayern.de/ministerium/politische-bildung.html
http://li.hamburg.de/demokratie/
https://www.nibis.de/sitemap_12289
https://www.lehrerbildung.sachsen.de/1710.htm
http://www.schulportal-thueringen.de/demokratiepaedagogik/start
http://www.kmk.org/fileadmin/Dateien/veroeffentlichungen_beschluesse/2008/2008_10_16-Fachprofile-Lehrerbildung.pdf
http://www.kmk.org/fileadmin/Dateien/veroeffentlichungen_beschluesse/2008/2008_10_16-Fachprofile-Lehrerbildung.pdf
http://www.kmk.org/fileadmin/Dateien/veroeffentlichungen_beschluesse/2004/2004_12_16-Standards-Lehrerbildung.pdf
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by the Standing Conference of the Ministers of Education and Cultural Affairs of the 
Länder in the Federal Republic of Germany (Ständige Konferenz der Kultusminister der 
Länder in der Bundesrepublik Deutschland, KMK), also include recognising, reflecting on 
and teaching democratic values and norms, and knowledge of intercultural aspects when 
shaping education processes. 

The Agencies for Civic Education (one at federal level, several at the level of the federal 
states) provide information material, toolkits, publications and teacher training 
programmes in the field of civic education. See also Raising politic al awareness among 
young people > Information providers / counselling structures. 
The German children's fund (Deutsches Kinderhilfswerk) offers a nationwide training 
programme to become a moderator for child and youth participation. The programme 
provides training for individuals in child- and youth-related roles, such as experts in 
youth services and in formal and non-formal learning, child and youth commissioners, 
employees of children's offices and participation coordination bodies, as well as polit ic al 
and public-sector staff involved in planning, organising and implement ing part ic ipation 
processes involving children and young people. The programme teaches specific 
measures and strategies for use in everyday work. 
Information about ways to encourage participation by children and young people, 
theoretical principles, strategies, action areas and cooperation partners is available for 
experts on the websites www.kinderrechte.de and www.kinderpolitik.de. 
The event calendar page of the citizens' information portal (Wegweiser 
Bürgergesellschaft) has details of seminars, conferences and events dealing with c ivil 
society issues that are organised by civil society groups and charitable organisations. 
The Become youth-friendly (Jugend gerecht werden) toolbox contains practical methods 
for youth work professionals, along with information on a range of initiatives, theoretical 
background knowledge, a list of participation-related training options and more besides. 

Networks/Events 
The Federal Network for Child and Youth Participation (BundesNetzwerk Kinder- und 
Jugendbeteiligung) is a think tank for positions, projects and campaigns. It  lobbies for 
democracy as a tangible form of governance, societal model and way of life for all age 
groups. The German Children's Fund (Deutsches Kinderhilfswerk) initiated the network, 
which now counts around 250 youth work professionals as its members. The members 
meet once a year. 

The Youth Participation Resource Centre (Servicestelle Jugendbeteiligung) is a c entral 
point of contact on matters relating to youth participation in Germany. It provides 
information, advice and training, and supports young people by c onnecting them with 
participative youth initiatives. The Centre is a service provider for youth engagement and 
youth participation. It is dedicated to creating a supportive framework for youth 
engagement activities. 12 regional offices implement pilot projects to promote youth 
participation. The Centre is also politically and socially active in youth engagement and 
participation, and is represented in several committees and working groups.  

The civic participation network (Netzwerk Bürgerbeteiligung) brings together people from 
all walks of life and professions who want to promote public participation in political 
decisions. The network meets annually. 

The Federal Agency for Civic Education (Bundeszentrale für politische Bildung) set up the 
NECE platform (Networking European Citizenship Education) to connect stakeholders 
involved in citizenship education. Conferences and workshops are held on a regular basis. 
They are aimed at institutions and individual organisations active in civic  education, as 
well as other stakeholders, such as cultural education or urban development 
organisations, to ensure cross-disciplinary dialogue incor-porating multiple perspectives. 

https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/58-raising-political-awareness-among-young-people-germany#121
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/58-raising-political-awareness-among-young-people-germany#121
https://www.dkhw.de/mitmachen/weiterbildungsangebot/
http://www.kinderrechte.de/
http://www.kinderpolitik.de/
https://www.buergergesellschaft.de/mitteilen/nuetzliches/termine-veranstaltungen/veranstaltungskalender/
https://www.buergergesellschaft.de/mitteilen/nuetzliches/termine-veranstaltungen/veranstaltungskalender/
https://werkzeugbox.jugendgerecht.de/werkzeugbox/?tags=mitwirkungteilhabe&pa_eigenschaften=fachkraefte
https://werkzeugbox.jugendgerecht.de/tool/qualifizierung-fuer-jugendbeteiligung/%C2%A0
https://www.dkhw.de/ueber-uns/buendnisse/bundesnetzwerk-kinder-und-jugendbeteiligung/
https://www.dkhw.de/ueber-uns/buendnisse/bundesnetzwerk-kinder-und-jugendbeteiligung/
https://www.servicestelle-jugendbeteiligung.de/
https://www.netzwerk-buergerbeteiligung.de/
http://www.nece.eu/
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See also Supporting Youth Organisations > Initiatives to increase the diversity of 
participants 

5.8 Raising political awareness among young people 
Information providers / counselling structures 
Public authorities and bodies disseminating information about democratic rights and 
values for young people are e.g.: 
• the federal government with its Youth Strategy (Jugendstrategie) 

• the Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth 
(Bundesministerium für Familie, Senioren, Frauen und Jugend, BMFSFJ) with its 
federal programme ‘Live Democracy!’ (Demokratie leben!) and the support of civic 
education through the Child and Youth Plan of the Federation (Kinder- und Jugendplan 
des Bundes). 

• the Federal Ministry of the Interior, Building and Community (Bundesministerium des 
Innern, für Bau und Heimat, BMI) with its federal programme ‘Social cohesion through 
participation’ (Zusammenhalt durch Teilhabe, ZdT). 

• the Federal Ministry of Education and Research (Bundesministerium für Bildung und 
Forschung, BMBF) funding the national competition ‘Democratic Action’ (Demokratisch 
Handeln). 

• the Federal Agency for Civic Education (Bundeszentrale für politische Bildung, bpb) as 
a second-tier authority of BMI lobbies for better understanding of political mat ters, a 
keener awareness of democracy and greater willingness to get involved in political 
processes. At regional (Länder) level, the Regional Agencies for Civic Education 
(Landeszentralen für politische Bildung) offer information about  c ivic education and 
promote local projects. 

• Germany's 14 media authorities (Landesmedienanstalten) who are in charge of 
licensing and controlling commercial television and radio in Germany. With their 
project they promote media skills among young people and equip them with the tools 
they need to deal competently with the media and with information. The efforts of the 
media authorities also promote youth participation as young people gain a better 
understanding of political processes and the ability to assess information as their 
digital literacy develops. Information about the projects c an be found in the digital 
literacy report (Medienkompetenzbericht), latest publication 2016. 

The Joint initiative of providers of political education for youth (Gemeinsame Init iat ive 
der Träger Politischer Jugendbildung, GEMINI) is an association of national organisations 
for political education for youth that operates as the national committee for political 
education (Bundesausschuss politische Bildung, bap). The initiat ive is designed to get  
children and young people interested in actively shaping their own realit ies of life and 
their communities and to promote participative skills. It represents the concerns of 
political youth education institutes before politicians, ministries, authorit ies and other 
funding providers. GEMINI coordinates professional dialogues, is active in nationwide 
initiatives, and is committed to professionalising political youth education. The nat ional 
committee for political education has presented the “bap award for polit ic al education” 
(bap-Preis Politische Bildung) since 2009 (most recently: 2019), with financial and 
conceptual support from the Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women 
and Youth (Bundesministerium für Familie, Senioren, Frauen und Jugend, BMFSFJ). 
Contact points 

Approx. 70 youth information centres across Germany provide initial consultations for 
young people on issues that affect them. The youth information centres in southern 

https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/56-supporting-youth-organisations-germany#123
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/56-supporting-youth-organisations-germany#123
https://www.bmfsfj.de/bmfsfj/themen/kinder-und-jugend/jugendbildung
http://www.bmfsfj.de/
http://www.demokratie-leben.de/
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/glossary-germany
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/glossary-germany
http://www.bmi.bund.de/
http://www.bmi.bund.de/
http://www.zusammenhalt-durch-teilhabe.de/
https://www.bmbf.de/
https://www.bmbf.de/
http://www.demokratisch-handeln.de/
http://www.demokratisch-handeln.de/
http://www.bpb.de/die-bpb/138852/federal-agency-for-civic-education
http://www.bpb.de/
http://www.bpb.de/partner/51452/landeszentralen-fuer-politische-bildung
http://www.die-medienanstalten.de/en/profile.html
http://www.die-medienanstalten.de/
http://www.die-medienanstalten.de/themen/medienkompetenz-buergermedien.html
https://www.die-medienanstalten.de/publikationen/weitere-veroeffentlichungen/artikel/medienkompetenzbericht
https://www.die-medienanstalten.de/publikationen/weitere-veroeffentlichungen/artikel/medienkompetenzbericht
http://www.bap-politischebildung.de/gemini/
http://www.bap-politischebildung.de/gemini/
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Germany joined forces in 1997 to form an association (Verbund der Süddeutschen 
Jugendinformationszentren). 
Examples of youth information portals: 

• jup! Berlin 

• Youth net Baden-Wurttemberg Jugendnetz Baden-Württemberg 

• jugendinfo.de for Bremen und Bremerhaven 
• Hamburg youth server (Hamburger Jugendserver) 

• Youth in Mecklenburg-West Pomerania - Regional youth server (Jugend in 
Mecklenburg-Vorpommern - Landesjugendserver) 

• Youth server Lower Saxony (Jugendserver Niedersachsen) 
• JUGEND.RLP.DE - Youth work in Rhineland-Palatinate (JUGEND.RLP.DE - Jugendarbeit  

in Rheinland-Pfalz) 
• Youth server Saar (Jugendserver-Saar) 

• Youth information service Saxony-Anhalt (JugendInfoService Sachsen-Anhalt) 

• Youth server Schleswig-Holstein (Jugendserver Schleswig-Holstein) 
• More examples 

Legal framework 

Young people have a right to information. This right is anchored in Article 5 of the Basic  
Law for the Federal Republic of Germany (Grundgesetz für die Bundesrepublik, GG). For 
youth information and advice, Book 8 of the Social Code – Children and Youth Services 
(Sozialgesetzbuch Achtes Buch – Kinder- und Jugendhilfe, SGB VIII) applies. Art ic les 1 
and 11 in particular are understood to anchor legal rights. Article 1 says that every young 
person has a right to cultivate their personal development and to develop into a 
responsible and socially competent individual. Child and youth services are to help 
implement this right, in part by cultivating the personal and social development of young 
people and by helping to prevent or remove disadvantages. Article 11 says that  youth 
work is part of child and youth services. Youth counselling is a key area of youth work. 
[German Federal Youth Council (Deutscher Bundesjugendring), 1997]. 
Youth information centres receive financial support from the local authorities. 

Youth-targeted information campaigns about democratic rights 
and democratic values 
The competition "Active for democracy and tolerance" (Aktiv für Demokratie und 
Toleranz) is run every year by the Alliance for Democracy and Tolerance (Bündnis für 
Demokratie und Toleranz). The winners receive up to 5,000 euros in prize money, a high 
degree of public recognition and the opportunity to take part in a workshop on the prize-
winning projects. The Alliance is funded by the federal government  and supports c ivic 
activities that offer practical help with fostering democracy and tolerance. In 2019, 63 
projects received awards. 

Under the #GIFallyoucan competition of the foundation for engagement and education 
(Stiftung für Engagement und Bildung), young people can learn how to respond to 
right-wing hate speech with memes and GIFs when discussions seem to have reached a 
dead-end. The young competition participants learn about right-wing hate speech online 
and create their own memes and GIFs. They can win prizes such as sustainable 
smartphones made in Germany. 

Campaigns to increase the number of young voters 
Various campaigns are held in Germany to increase the number of young and first voters, 
especially in the lead up to elections. Examples 

http://www.jugendinformation-nuernberg.de/sueddeutsche-jugendinformationszentren.html
http://www.jugendinformation-nuernberg.de/sueddeutsche-jugendinformationszentren.html
https://jup.berlin/
http://www.jugendnetz.de/
http://jugendinfo.de/
http://www.jugendserver-hamburg.de/
http://ljrmv.de/ljrmv/index.php
http://ljrmv.de/ljrmv/index.php
http://www.jugendserver-niedersachsen.de/
http://www.jugend.rlp.de/
http://www.jugend.rlp.de/
http://www.jugendserver-saar.de/
http://www.jugend-lsa.de/ger/start
http://jugendserver-sh.de/
http://www.kinder-jugendhilfe.info/wai3/ijab_db.asp?aktion=show&org_id=300
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/gg/art_5.html
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/glossary-germany
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/glossary-germany
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/sgb_8/__1.html
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/sgb_8/__11.html
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/references-germany#DBJR_Wege_Infodschungel_1997
http://http/www.buendnis-toleranz.de/aktiv/aktiv-wettbewerb/
http://http/www.buendnis-toleranz.de/aktiv/aktiv-wettbewerb/
https://gifallyoucan.steb-ev.org/
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1. Wahl-O-Mat – an election information platform of the Federal Agency for Civic 
Education (Bundeszentrale für politische Bildung). Outcome: used over 82 million 
times (as of August 2020). 

2. U18 election (U18-Wahl). Offers its own citizenship education c ourses ahead of 
elections to help young people to develop an opinion and learn about the polit ic al 
system. 

3. "neXTvote – We are bringers of happiness" (neXTvote – Wir sind 
GlücksbringerXinnen) – campaign by youth organisations and the youth c ouncils 
in Lower Saxony for more participation by young people in the 2019 European 
election. 

4. "Do it from 16!" (Mach’s ab 16!) in Brandenburg – campaign by the regional youth 
council (Landesjugendring) of Brandenburg aimed at first-time voters in the loc al 
and state (Landtag) elections to reduce the average voting age in Brandenburg. 

5. "Vote from 16" (Wählen ab 16) – campaign to reach first-time voters in 
connection with the local elections in Baden-Württemberg in 2019. Campaign 
advert in Baden-Württemberg in 2014. 

6. "project JuMP up – youth, media, participation" (project JuMP up – Jugend, 
Medien, Partizipation) in North Rhine-Westphalia – a state-wide campaign to 
actively encourage political media literacy among young people. Ends December 
2020. 

7. "wahl?weise!jung" – programme by the Bavarian Youth Council (Bayerischer 
Jugendring) offering resources and tools for democracy education, also in 
preparation for coordinating Bavaria’s "U18" elections (for young people under the 
age of 18). 

Promoting the intercultural dialogue among young people 
The resolution of the Standing Conference of the Ministers of Education and Cultural 
Affairs (Kultusministerkonferenz, KMK) on intercultural education in schools 
(Interkulturelle Bildung und Erziehung in der Schule) (KMK resolution dated 25 Oc tober 
1996, version dated 5 December 2013) sets out targets and general principles for 
systematic intercultural development in schools to help pupils acquire intercultural skills. 
This includes democracy education and promoting a democratic culture of discussion. 

The intercultural openness of youth organisations promotes the inclusion of children and 
young people with migrant backgrounds in traditional youth organisation programmes 
and thus dialogue between them. The inclusion of youth-led migrant organisations in 
child and youth work structures is also encouraged. 
The rise in immigration to Germany and the arrival of large numbers of refugees has 
produced a large range of activities, initiatives and projects (meet ing c afes, c ommunal 
cooking, language mentors, art and culture workshops, integrative residential 
communities etc.) in cities and communities. These also support dialogue between young 
refugees and young people living here. 

The Federal Foreign Office (Auswärtiges Amt) provides funding to German schools abroad 
(Deutsche Auslandsschulen) and schools in host countries that offer the German 
Language Certificate (Deutsches Sprachdiplom, DSD) of the Conference of Education 
Ministers (Kultusministerkonferenz). At present, funding goes to 140 German schools 
abroad in 72 countries with some 85 000 pupils.  
The initiative Schools: Partners for the Future (Schulen: Partner der Zukunft , PASCH) 
was set up in 2008. The Federal Foreign Office (Auswärtiges Amt) coordinates the 
initiative and implements it together with the Central Agency for Schools Abroad 
(Zentralstelle für das Auslandsschulwesen, ZfA), the Goethe-Institut, the German 
Academic Exchange Service (Deutscher Akademischen Austauschdienst, DAAD) and the 
Pedagogical Exchange Service Office (Pädagogischer Austauschdienst, PAD) of the 

http://www.bpb.de/politik/wahlen/wahl-o-mat/
https://www.u18.org/
http://www.nextvote.de/
http://www.machs-ab-16.de/
https://www.waehlenab16-bw.de/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z_V6cValU0c&feature=player_detailpage
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z_V6cValU0c&feature=player_detailpage
http://www.jump-nrw.de/home.html
https://www.bjr.de/themen/partizipation-und-demokratie/wahlen.html
https://www.kmk.org/fileadmin/veroeffentlichungen_beschluesse/1996/1996_10_25-Interkulturelle-Bildung.pdf
https://www.kmk.org/fileadmin/veroeffentlichungen_beschluesse/1996/1996_10_25-Interkulturelle-Bildung.pdf
http://www.auswaertiges-amt.de/DE/Aussenpolitik/Themen/KulturDialog/04_Schulen/Uebersicht_node.html
http://www.pasch-net.de/
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Secretariat of the Standing Conference of the Ministers of Education and Cultural Affairs 
(Sekretariat der Kultusministerkonferenz). PASCH-Global – the digital school newspaper 
of the PASCH initiative – gives young people across the globe an insight into c ultures in 
other countries and the opportunity to exchange experiences in German. PASCH alumni 
can network with other alumni worldwide, stay in contact and exchange experiences 
using the platform pasch-alumni.de. International meet-ups funded by the federal 
government's Child and Youth Plan (Kinder- und Jugendplan) take place both in Germany 
and abroad and promote intercultural dialog among young people. 

IJAB – International Youth Service of the Federal Republic of Germany (IJAB – Fachstelle 
für internationale Jugendarbeit der Bundesrepublik Deutschland) is the partner for 
international youth work and youth policy in Europe and the world. 

IJAB promotes international exchanges and programmes with the aim of creating greater 
mutual understanding, offering international learning opportunities, enabling more 
participation, and combating xenophobia, racism and violence. IJAB implements projec ts 
on youth policy-related issues together with its international partners and promotes the 
exchange of expertise within the child and youth services community, bringing together 
stakeholders from Germany and abroad to this end. IJAB informs and advises c hild and 
youth services providers, policymakers and administrators and offers t raining c ourses, 
expert exchanges, handbooks and manuals, and specialist publications. It  also advises 
young people on going abroad and obtaining funding. IJAB, the International Youth 
Service of the Federal Republic of Germany, was established in 1967. Today, it works on 
behalf of the Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth 
(Bundesministerium für Familie, Senioren, Frauen und Jugend, BMFSFJ), its own member 
organisations and other youth work providers. Youth for Europe (JUGEND für Europa), 
the National Agency for the EU programmes Erasmus+ Youth in Action (Erasmus+ 
JUGEND IN AKTION) and European Solidarity Corps (Europäisches Solidaritätskorps) in 
Germany, is affiliated with IJAB. 

Promoting transparent and youth-tailored public communication 
Guidelines 

The Guidelines for Successful E-participation by Young People (Guidelines für gelingende 
ePartizipation Jugendlicher) were produced in the course of youthpart, a multilateral 
cooperation project (2011-2014) carried out by IJAB - International Youth Service of the 
Federal Republic of Germany and its European project partners. They should help experts 
in youth work, policy-makers, young people, youth organisations and public 
administration bodies to design effective participation processes. 
• Guidelines in German 

• Guidelines in English 

The project youth.participation.now (jugend.beteiligen.jetzt) offers knowledge, tools and 
training for political decision-makers, local communities, child and youth services 
organisations and youth initiatives to help in the area of digital youth participation. A 
curriculum called 'Digital youth participation in practice' (Praxis digitale 
Jugendbeteiligung) was created as part of the project. It also aims to provide help with 
planning and implementing training schemes independently. It is mainly aimed at 
process moderators who have already undergone youth participation training or have 
worked in the field. The content of certain modules is useful for providing further training 
for stakeholders of community youth participation processes. In addition, WeTeK Berlin 
offered a 'Digital youth participation in practice' pilot training programme (Qualifizierung: 
„Praxis digitale Jugendbeteiligung“) in 2017/2018 in cooperation with 
'jugnd.beteiligen.jetzte' to train up process moderators and experts in c hild and youth 
participation. 

  

http://blog.pasch-net.de/pasch-global/
http://www.pasch-alumni.de/
https://ijab.de/ueber-uns/ijab
https://www.ijab.de/uploads/tx_ttproducts/datasheet/Guidelines_eParticipation_engl.pdf
https://www.ijab.de/uploads/tx_ttproducts/datasheet/Guidelines_eParticipation_dt.pdf
https://www.ijab.de/uploads/tx_ttproducts/datasheet/Guidelines_eParticipation_dt.pdf
https://jugend.beteiligen.jetzt/sites/default/files/download/guidelines_eparticipation_dt.pdf
https://ijab.de/bestellservice/guidelines-for-successful-e-participation-by-young-people
http://www.jugend.beteiligen.jetzt/
http://www.jugend.beteiligen.jetzt/sites/default/files/download/jbj-Curriculum_Praxis_digitale_Jugendbeteiligung.pdf
http://www.jugend.beteiligen.jetzt/sites/default/files/download/jbj-Curriculum_Praxis_digitale_Jugendbeteiligung.pdf
https://jugend.beteiligen.jetzt/aktuelles/termine/qualifizierung-praxis-digitale-jugendbeteiligung
https://jugend.beteiligen.jetzt/aktuelles/termine/qualifizierung-praxis-digitale-jugendbeteiligung
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Further links to information about transparency and public communication 
• govdata.de/ – data portal for Germany. Interesting facts about open data, open 

government and civic participation, and information about the data lic ence Germany 
(Datenlizenz Deutschland). Target group-specific information for the public and people 
from industry, academia, public administration and civic organisations and media. 

• abgeordnetenwatch.de/ – independent, party-neutral Internet platform from 
Parlamentwatch on which the public can put open questions to members of the 
German parliament (Deutscher Bundestag), European parliament and various state 
parliaments. 

• digital-made-in-de – website on the federal government's strategy for shaping the 
digital transformation 

• fragdenstaat.de/ – website of Open Knowledge Foundation Deutschland, where 
members of the public can ask questions about information laws (Freedom of 
Information Act, Environmental Information Act and Consumer Information Act). 

• offenerhaushalt.de/ – volunteer project with no government ties run by Open 
Knowledge Foundation Deutschland to make federal (Bund), regional (Länder) and 
local revenue and spending more transparent. 

Open Knowledge Foundation Deutschland is committed to open knowledge, open data, 
transparency and participation. It gives workshops on a wide range of topic s inc luding 
data literacy, open data and open learning, and develops its own learning formats. It also 
hosts hackathons, where young people can use open data to create prototypes, digital 
tools and concepts of their visions of a better society. Open Knowledge Foundation 
Deutschland has published a practical guide to hosting hackathons for young people. 

5.9 E-participation 
Projects and initiatives in the area of e-participation are: 
At national level (Bund) 

• Joint youth participation project jugend.beteiligen.jetzt of the German Children and 
Youth Foundation (Deutsche Kinder- und Jugendstiftung, DKJS), the German Federal 
Youth Council (Deutscher Bundesjugendring, DBJR) and IJAB – International Youth 
Service of the Federal Republic of German (IJAB – Fachstelle für Internationale 
Jugendarbeit der Bundesrepublik Deutschland) (2016-2018) jugend.beteiligen.jetzt 
came about as a joint project under the Youth Strategy (Jugendstrategie) of the 
Federal Youth Ministry (Bundesjugendministerium, BMFSFJ) (2016-2018). In 2019, it  
was incorporated into the federal government's Youth Strategy 
o Main goal: to promote digital participation through 

 knowledge and recommendations relating to e-participation, 
 training, e.g. in MOOCs and tutorials, 
 tools: digital tools for various types of e-participation, such as ePartool, Antragsgrün, Ypart, EtherPad and the 

BarCamp tool Camper, 
 the presentation of good examples of youth participation projects using a project map, 
 networking communities, youth organisations and youth initiatives that use (digital) youth participation to spread 

good practice examples of digital participation, 
 further training opportunities. 

o Outcomes: project ongoing until 2020. 

• Multilateral cooperation project Youthpart by IJAB and international partners (2011-
2014) 

https://www.govdata.de/
http://www.abgeordnetenwatch.de/
https://www.bundesregierung.de/breg-de/themen/digital-made-in-de
https://fragdenstaat.de/
http://www.offenerhaushalt.de/
https://okfn.de/
https://handbuch.jugendhackt.de/
http://www.jugend.beteiligen.jetzt/
https://jugend.beteiligen.jetzt/wissen-qualifizierung/fortbildungen
https://jugend.beteiligen.jetzt/sites/default/files/download/youthpart-eParticipation_abschluss-web.pdf
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o Main goal: to share information and experiences on a national and international 
level and develop models for greater youth participation in the digital society 
through 

 identifying innovative e-participation processes on a national and international level and systematising and 
documenting these processes using youth-friendly criteria for effective participation, 

 monitoring trial runs of pilot projects by public administration bodies and youth work organisations and further 
developing these projects in bilateral dialogue. 

o Outcomes: 

 the development and publication of guidelines for successful e-participation by young people in German and in 
English. 

 guidelines in German guidelines in English 
 the development and publication of a guide for digital youth participation on the participation platform Ypart.eu 

in German and in English 
 the development and publication of a practical guide for holding youth BarCamps in German  
 online tools to promote e-participation by young people: 
 Opin: platform for digital youth participation in Europe 
 Camper – the BarCamp tool: support tool for organising participative events and a practical guide (2020) 
 Yopad: Etherpad for collaborative text editing 

• Pilot programme Youthpart #local – youth participation in communities (Youthpart 
#lokal – Kommunale Jugendbeteiligung) by the German Children and Youth 
Foundation (Deutsche Kinder- und Jugendstiftung, DKJS) together with IJAB – 
International Youth Service of the Federal Republic of Germany (IJAB – Fachstelle für 
Internationale Jugendarbeit der Bundesrepublik Deutschland) (2013-2014) Main goal: 
to help selected local communities introduce Internet-based methods to sustainably 
integrate youth participation in communities by monitoring and supporting the process 
using the ypart.eu online tool. Outcomes: i.a. a guide to youth participation in 
communities (Kommunale Jugendbeteiligung in der Digitalen Gesellschaft: ein 
Leitfaden) . 

• Youth participation project "I'm in politics" (Ichmache>Politik) of the German Federal 
Youth Council (Deutscher Bundesjugendring, DBJR) (2012-2017) 
o Main goal: to enable youth participation in current political processes through 

 Participation meetings, workshops and regional activities: 
• 2012-2014: helping to develop an Independent Youth Policy 

(Eigenständige Jugendpolitik). 
• 2014-2017: contributing to dialogue on developing a demographic strategy 

for the federal government. 
 Online-dialogue at using the e-participation tool ePartool. 

o Outcomes: i.a. participation of young people aged between 12 and 27 in polit ic al 
decisions and shaping policy. 

At regional level (Länder) 
• Rhineland-Palatinate youth forum (jugendforum rlp) online-dialogue: dialogue on the 

future of Rhineland-Palatinate initiated at Facebook and continued at the plat form 
(2012-2014) 
o Main goal: to develop visions and proposals for the future of Rhineland-Palatinate. 

o Outcomes: development of the "our future" – youth manifesto for Rhineland-
Palatinate (Jugendmanifest rlp 'Unsere Zukunft') and its handover to the state 
government. The forum continues to work on a range of participative projects. 

https://www.ijab.de/uploads/tx_ttproducts/datasheet/Guidelines_eParticipation_dt.pdf
https://www.ijab.de/uploads/tx_ttproducts/datasheet/Guidelines_eParticipation_engl.pdf
https://www.ijab.de/uploads/tx_ttproducts/datasheet/Guidelines_eParticipation_engl.pdf
https://jugend.beteiligen.jetzt/sites/default/files/download/guidelines_eparticipation_dt.pdf
https://ijab.de/bestellservice/guidelines-for-successful-e-participation-by-young-people
https://jugend.beteiligen.jetzt/sites/default/files/download/140623_ypartbroschuere_de.pdf
https://ijab.de/bestellservice/ypart-for-youth
https://opin.me/de/
https://www.barcamptools.eu/
https://ijab.de/fileadmin/redaktion/PDFs/Shop_PDFs/Leitfaden_Jugendbarcamp_Online-Broschuere_Einzelseiten.pdf
https://yopad.eu/
https://ypart.eu/static/youthpart/lokal
https://www.dkjs.de/fileadmin/Redaktion/Dokumente/programme/Leitfaden_Jugendbeteiligung.pdf
https://www.dkjs.de/fileadmin/Redaktion/Dokumente/programme/Leitfaden_Jugendbeteiligung.pdf
http://ichmache-politik.de/
https://tool.ichmache-politik.de/
http://www.facebook.com/jugendforum.rlp
http://www.jugendforum.rlp.de/
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These include in particular "Forum for youth in Europe" (Jugendforum Europa), the 
"Ask the minister!" (Frag die MP!) Q&A channel and the "Youth engagement 
competition in Rhineland-Palatinate: Get involved – make a difference" 
(Jugend-Engagement-Wettbewerb RLP: Sich einmischen – was bewegen). 

• E-participation working group at the Lower Saxony youth organisation 
(Landesjugendring) (since 2013) and the "We decide – young people have their say!" 
(we decide – Jugend mischt mit!) project, giving young people the opportunity to 
experience first-hand political self-efficacy as well as political processes of participation 
and decision-making. A joint online platform is being developed in a participative 
process aiming to involve all target groups. The platform will provide simple, easily 
available participation opportunities. In parallel, it will bring young people into contact 
with political decision-makers in a networked and structured environment where 
wishes and demands are discussed together. 

• Participation campaign "Your village II" (DingDeinDorf II) in the Saarland (October 
2012 to December 2013) 

o Main goal: to rate how youth-appropriate and youth-friendly Saarland towns and 
communities are and make targeted improvements – using online tools such as the 
"Your dialogue" forum (DingDeinDialog) or Facebook. 

o Outcomes: motivation of young people to get involved in a part ic ipation projec t 
and ongoing development of communication into a participative process. 
Broadening of young people's social horizons. Improvements in the youth-
friendliness of local communities. 

Overview of further training programmes on digital youth participation 

ICT tools used to encourage e-participation by young people 
• specific online e-participation tools for young people (see "Projects and init iat ives in 

the area of e-participation"), e.g. ePartool, 
• online petitions, 

• Facebook, Twitter and YouTube, 

• videos, podcasts and other websites by parties, politicians, governments and polit ic al 
foundations, 

• weblogs. 
The services are open to all young people. 

Position papers and studies on the relationship between e-participation and political 
participation by young people: 

• Baden-Württemberg State Agency for Civic Education (Landeszentrale für polit isc he 
Bildung Baden-Württemberg), 2018. Study on child and youth participation in Baden-
Württemberg, 2018 (Kommunale Kinder- und Jugendbeteiligung in Baden-
Württemberg 2018), page 30 et seq. 

• Office of Technology Assessment at the German Bundestag (Büro für 
Technikfolgenabschätzung beim Deutschen Bundestag, TAB), 2017. Online public 
participation in parliamentary work – closing report on the TA project (Online-
Bürgerbeteiligung an der Parlamentsarbeit – Endbericht zum TA-Projekt). 

• Federal Institute for Research on Building, Urban Affairs and Spatial Development 
(Bundesinstitut für Bau-, Stadt- und Raumforschung, BBSR) in the Federal Off ic e for 
Building and Regional Planning (Bundesamt für Bauwesen und Raumordnung, BBR), 
2017. Web-based media in urban development planning: Public participation and 

https://wir-tun-was.rlp.de/de/anerkennung/jugend-engagement-wettbewerb/
https://wir-tun-was.rlp.de/de/anerkennung/jugend-engagement-wettbewerb/
https://wir-tun-was.rlp.de/de/anerkennung/jugend-engagement-wettbewerb/
https://www.ljr.de/ljr-nds/gremien/arbeitsgruppen.html
http://www.wedecide.de/
https://www.jugendhilfeportal.de/politik/kinder-und-jugendpolitik/artikel/partizipationsprojekt-dingdeindorf-zahlreiche-massnahmen-umgesetzt/
https://jugend.beteiligen.jetzt/wissen-qualifizierung/fortbildungen%20%C2%A0
https://www.lpb-bw.de/fileadmin/lpb_hauptportal/pdf/bausteine_materialien/studie_jugendbeteiligung_2018.pdf
https://www.lpb-bw.de/fileadmin/lpb_hauptportal/pdf/bausteine_materialien/studie_jugendbeteiligung_2018.pdf
http://www.tab-beim-bundestag.de/de/aktuelles/20180209.html
http://www.tab-beim-bundestag.de/de/aktuelles/20180209.html
http://www.tab-beim-bundestag.de/de/pdf/publikationen/berichte/TAB-Arbeitsbericht-ab173.pdf
http://www.tab-beim-bundestag.de/de/pdf/publikationen/berichte/TAB-Arbeitsbericht-ab173.pdf
https://www.bbsr.bund.de/BBSR/DE/veroeffentlichungen/bbsr-online/2017/bbsr-online-28-2017.html?nn=415910
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public engagement in the digital society (Webbasierte Medien in der Stadtentwicklung: 
Bürgerbeteiligung und Bürgerengagement in der digitalen Gesellschaft). 

• Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth 
(Bundesministerium für Familie, Senioren, Frauen und Jugend, BMFSFJ), 2017. 
Political Online Participation (Politische Online-Partizipation). In: 15th Child and Youth 
Report (15. Kinder- und Jugendbericht), p. 294 f. 

• Regional Agency for Civic Education Baden-Württemberg (Landeszentrale für politische 
Bildung Baden-Württemberg), 2016. Political Youth Participation (DER BÜRGER IM 
STAAT 4–2016. Politische Partizipation junger Menschen). 

• Friedrich-Ebert-Foundation (Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung), 2016. Young – political – 
active?!: Political attitudes and engagement among young people. Outcomes of the 
2015 FES youth study (Jung – politisch – aktiv?! Politische Einstellungen und 
politisches Engagement junger Menschen. Ergebnisse der FES-Jugendstudie 2015) 

• Ritzi, Claudia/Wagner, Aiko, 2016: Symbolic participation or 'real' participation? – a 
representative study of online and offline political participation by young people in 
Germany (Symbolische Beteiligung oder ‚echte‛ Partizipation? Eine repräsentative 
Untersuchung der politischen Beteiligung junger Erwachsener in Deutschland ‚online‛ 
und ‚offline‛). Parliamentary Affairs Journal (Zeitschrift für Parlamentsfragen, ZParl), 
Issue 2/2016. 

• German Youth Institute/Technical University of Dortmund (Deutsches 
Jugendinstitut/Technische Universität Dortmund) research alliance, 2015. Political 
participation by young people in Web 2.0 – opportunities, limits, challenges (Politische 
Partizipation Jugendlicher im Web 2.0 – Chancen, Grenzen, Herausforderungen.) 

• Alexander von Humboldt Institute for Internet and Society (Alexander-von-Humboldt -
Institut für Internet und Gesellschaft), 2014. Get involved online and make a 
difference – 2014 participation study (Online mitmachen und entscheiden. 
Partizipationsstudie 2014). 

• German institute for trust and security on the Internet (Deutsches Institut für 
Vertrauen und Sicherheit im Internet, DIVSI), 2014. DIVSI under-25s study – 
children, young people and young adults in the digital world (DIVSI U25-Studie. 
Kinder, Jugendliche und junge Erwachsene in der digitalen Welt). 

• Hanns Seidel Foundation (Hanns-Seidel-Stiftung), 2013. Youth, Internet and Politics in 
Bavaria – new opportunities and approaches to communication between polit ics and 
young voters (Jugend, Internet und Politik in Bayern. Neue Chancen und Ansätze für 
die Kommunikation zwischen Politik und jungen Wählern). 

• German Children's Fund (Deutsches Kinderhilfswerk), 2013. Survey on political 
engagement by young people (Umfrage zum politischen Engagement von 
Jugendlichen), carried out between 10 September and 7 October 2012. 

• Ritzi/Schaal/Kaufmann, 2012. Between earnest and entertaining – an empirical 
analysis of the motives behind online political activity by young adults (Zwischen Ernst 
und Unterhaltung – Eine empirische Analyse der Motive politischer Aktivität junger 
Erwachsener im Internet). 

• German Federal Youth Council (Deutscher Bundesjugendring), 2012. E-participation – 
participation on and with the Internet (ePartizipation – Beteiligung im und mit dem 
Internet). Position 85. 

• Friedrich-Ebert-Foundation (Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung), 2011. Do you speak polit ic s? 
(Sprichst du Politik?) 

• JFF institute for media education (JFF – Institut für Medienpädagogik in Forschung und 
Praxis), 2011. Participation in and with the social web – challenges for citizenship 
education (Partizipation in und mit dem Social Web – Herausforderungen für die 
politische Bildung). 

https://www.bbsr.bund.de/BBSR/DE/veroeffentlichungen/bbsr-online/2017/bbsr-online-28-2017.html?nn=415910
https://www.bbsr.bund.de/BBSR/DE/veroeffentlichungen/bbsr-online/2017/bbsr-online-28-2017.html?nn=415910
https://www.bmfsfj.de/blob/115438/d7ed644e1b7fac4f9266191459903c62/15-kinder-und-jugendbericht-bundestagsdrucksache-data.pdf
https://www.bmfsfj.de/blob/115438/d7ed644e1b7fac4f9266191459903c62/15-kinder-und-jugendbericht-bundestagsdrucksache-data.pdf
http://www.buergerimstaat.de/4_16/politische_partizipation_jugend.pdf
http://www.buergerimstaat.de/4_16/politische_partizipation_jugend.pdf
http://dietz-verlag.de/downloads/leseproben/0491.pdf
http://dietz-verlag.de/downloads/leseproben/0491.pdf
https://zparl.de/
https://zparl.de/
http://www.forschungsverbund.tu-dortmund.de/fileadmin/Files/Freiwilliges_Engagement/2015-01_Expertisen_Polit_Partizipation_WEB_2-0.pdf
http://www.forschungsverbund.tu-dortmund.de/fileadmin/Files/Freiwilliges_Engagement/2015-01_Expertisen_Polit_Partizipation_WEB_2-0.pdf
http://www.hiig.de/wp-content/uploads/2014/06/20140609_Studie_DIGITAL.pdf
http://www.hiig.de/wp-content/uploads/2014/06/20140609_Studie_DIGITAL.pdf
https://www.divsi.de/publikationen/studien/divsi-u25-studie-kinder-jugendliche-und-junge-erwachsene-in-der-digitalen-welt/1-einfuehrung-3/
https://www.divsi.de/publikationen/studien/divsi-u25-studie-kinder-jugendliche-und-junge-erwachsene-in-der-digitalen-welt/1-einfuehrung-3/
https://www.hss.de/download/publications/Studie_Jugend_Internet_Politik_04.pdf
https://www.hss.de/download/publications/Studie_Jugend_Internet_Politik_04.pdf
https://images.dkhw.de/fileadmin/Redaktion/1_Unsere_Arbeit/1_Schwerpunkte/3_Beteiligung/3.6_Umfrage_politisches_Engagement/Ergebnisse_Engagement_von_Jugendlichen_DKHW_2013.pdf?_ga=1.165830589.203920061.1462787217
https://images.dkhw.de/fileadmin/Redaktion/1_Unsere_Arbeit/1_Schwerpunkte/3_Beteiligung/3.6_Umfrage_politisches_Engagement/Ergebnisse_Engagement_von_Jugendlichen_DKHW_2013.pdf?_ga=1.165830589.203920061.1462787217
http://www.fgpk.de/wp-content/uploads/Dokumente/Bericht_Onlinestudie_Ritzi_Schaal.pdf
http://www.fgpk.de/wp-content/uploads/Dokumente/Bericht_Onlinestudie_Ritzi_Schaal.pdf
http://www.fgpk.de/wp-content/uploads/Dokumente/Bericht_Onlinestudie_Ritzi_Schaal.pdf
https://www.dbjr.de/artikel/epartizipation-beteiligung-im-und-mit-dem-internet/
https://www.dbjr.de/artikel/epartizipation-beteiligung-im-und-mit-dem-internet/
http://www.sprichst-du-politik.de/downloads/sprichst-du-politik_Studie.pdf
https://www.bpb.de/system/files/dokument_pdf/Partizipation%20im%20Social%20Web.pdf
https://www.bpb.de/system/files/dokument_pdf/Partizipation%20im%20Social%20Web.pdf
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5.10 Current debates and reforms 
Forthcoming policy developments 
Lowering of the voting age 
There are repeated calls to reduce the voting age to 16 or to better orient  part icipation 
processes to younger age groups and specific target groups. Some federal states 
(Länder) have now lowered the legal voting age to 16: Brandenburg, Bremen, Hamburg, 
Schleswig-Holstein, Lower Saxony, Baden-Württemberg, Berlin, Mecklenburg-Western 
Pomerania, North Rhine-Westphalia, Saxony-Anhalt and Thuringia. More and more loc al 
authorities are now also lowering the voting age in local elections to 16. In federal and 
European elections, the legal voting age is still 18. 

Children's rights in the Basic Law 

The UN Convention on the Rights of the Child has applied in Germany for 30 years. The 
current coalition agreement of the Christian Democratic Union of Germany (Christ lic h-
Demokratische Union Deutschlands, CDU), the Christian Social Union in Bavaria 
(Christlich-Soziale Union in Bayern, CSU) and the Social Democrat ic Party of Germany 
(Sozialdemokratische Partei Deutschlands, SPD) includes an important  goal: to inc lude 
children's rights as a basic right in the German Basic Law (Grundgesetz, GG). A joint 
federal-state working group is currently writing the change to the Basic Law. The working 
group met for the first time on 6 June 2018 and had drawn up a proposal by the end of 
2019. The Federal Ministry of Justice (Bundesjustizministerium, BMJV) drafted a 
corresponding bill. The plan is to add a new paragraph (1a) under Section 6 saying: 
Every child has a right to respect, protection and the promotion of their basic rights 
including the right to cultivate their personal develop and to develop into a responsible 
and socially competent adult. All government actions that directly affect the rights of the 
child must take due consideration of the child's welfare. Every child has the right to a fair 
hearing with respect to government decisions that directly affect their rights. 

Implementation of the Independent Youth Policy 

Youth-friendliness played a central role in the further development of the federal 
government's joint Youth Strategy (Jugendstrategie). The coalition agreement  for the 
19th legislative period includes plans to develop and implement a youth-friendly strategy 
with the involvement of young people and civil society. The federal government's joint  
Youth Strategy aims to enable young people to influence all decisions that affect them, 
giving them the best tools available to overcome the challenges of early adulthood. The 
focal point of the federal government's Youth Strategy is "Shared responsibility: a polic y 
for, with and by young people" (In gemeinsamer Verantwortung: Politik für, mit und von 
Jugend). It is directed at young people aged from 12 to 27. This is the first youth polic y 
project of its kind involving all federal ministries in the Federal Republic of Germany. The 
cross-sectoral approach is the result of systematically implementing the principles 
defined in the Independent Youth Policy, which is oriented to the concerns of young 
people. The approach combines ministry-specific expertise with an integrated view of 
early adulthood. The policies in the Independent Youth Policy came about  from broad-
based discussions on youth policy between civil society and policymakers. The Federal 
Youth Ministry (Bundesjugendministerium) has pursued and further developed the 
policies over several years. The Youth Strategy reflects the federal government's 
responsibility for young people. The government is committed to giving all young people 
and young adults the conditions they need to flourish. 

Ongoing debates 
In November 2019 the Federal Youth Board (Bundesjugendkuratorium, BJK) published its 
opinion in the following document Young people in policy consulting. 
Recommendations for greater federal participation by the young generation 
(Junge Menschen in der Politikberatung. Empfehlungen für mehr Beteiligung 
der jungen Generation auf Bundesebene). In it, experts make recommendat ions as 

https://www.bmfsfj.de/bmfsfj/themen/kinder-und-jugend/kinderrechte
https://www.bmfsfj.de/bmfsfj/themen/kinder-und-jugend/kinderrechte
https://www.bmfsfj.de/bmfsfj/service/publikationen/in-gemeinsamer-verantwortung-politik-fuer-mit-und-von-jugend-146332
https://www.bmfsfj.de/bmfsfj/service/publikationen/in-gemeinsamer-verantwortung-politik-fuer-mit-und-von-jugend-146332
https://www.bundesjugendkuratorium.de/stellungnahmen?fdlfile=AJDjLzSzMwx2LmZ4ZQD2AzLjAmMvMGZ3LzWwAJMzAwV1LGMuBGp3AQN3MGWzZwZ0LmRmMzSvMzIwLmuuAJMyBTLlZJHjMwp1AzDmMJSyAJVmZzH5AzWwZmt4ZwuyMwD5AwyvMzL3LwWzZTMxLmL1BGqwAQD4MGDjAzSvL2D1MGt=
https://www.bundesjugendkuratorium.de/stellungnahmen?fdlfile=AJDjLzSzMwx2LmZ4ZQD2AzLjAmMvMGZ3LzWwAJMzAwV1LGMuBGp3AQN3MGWzZwZ0LmRmMzSvMzIwLmuuAJMyBTLlZJHjMwp1AzDmMJSyAJVmZzH5AzWwZmt4ZwuyMwD5AwyvMzL3LwWzZTMxLmL1BGqwAQD4MGDjAzSvL2D1MGt=
https://www.bundesjugendkuratorium.de/stellungnahmen?fdlfile=AJDjLzSzMwx2LmZ4ZQD2AzLjAmMvMGZ3LzWwAJMzAwV1LGMuBGp3AQN3MGWzZwZ0LmRmMzSvMzIwLmuuAJMyBTLlZJHjMwp1AzDmMJSyAJVmZzH5AzWwZmt4ZwuyMwD5AwyvMzL3LwWzZTMxLmL1BGqwAQD4MGDjAzSvL2D1MGt=
https://www.bundesjugendkuratorium.de/stellungnahmen?fdlfile=AJDjLzSzMwx2LmZ4ZQD2AzLjAmMvMGZ3LzWwAJMzAwV1LGMuBGp3AQN3MGWzZwZ0LmRmMzSvMzIwLmuuAJMyBTLlZJHjMwp1AzDmMJSyAJVmZzH5AzWwZmt4ZwuyMwD5AwyvMzL3LwWzZTMxLmL1BGqwAQD4MGDjAzSvL2D1MGt=


Youth policies Germany – 2020  Youth Wiki 

183 

to how young people, with their concerns and interests, could be more closely and 
permanently integrated into federal policy consultation processes. The expert  panel is 
particularly in favour of sustainable infrastructure, quality standards, differentiated 
monitoring and age-appropriate formats. 

The Child and Youth Welfare Association (Arbeitsgemeinschaft für Kinder- und 
Jugendhilfe, AGJ) is a forum and federal network of alliances, organisations and 
institutions active in the field of non-statutory and open-door youth work in Germany. 
AGJ's 100 members take joint action in the area of youth and specialised policy 
communication and cooperation at federal level, as well as in a European and 
international context, and form a specialised policy network in the AGJ's six member 
groups: 

• federal youth associations and youth councils (Landesjugendringe), 
• federal umbrella associations for non-statutory welfare organisations, 

• federal government youth services organisations, 

• supreme youth and family authorities in the federal states (Länder), 
• federal working committee for state youth welfare offices (Bundesarbeitsgemeinschaft 

Landesjugendämter), 
• federal associations and organisations active in HR and training (vocational t raining 

and continuing professional development). 
AGJ regularly publishes position papers and discussion papers on child and youth 
(services) policy. Papers include: 

• Young people need more! – taking independent youth policy forward (Jugend braucht 
mehr! – Eigenständige Jugendpolitik voranbringen und weiterdenken), 2020 

• Participation in the context of child and youth work (Partizipation im Kontext der 
Kinder- und Jugendarbeit), 2018 

• Participation: why it's central to child and youth services and an open and free society 
(Teilhabe: ein zentraler Begriff für die Kinder- und Jugendhilfe und für eine offene und 
freie Gesellschaft), 2018 

• Strengthen local child and youth participation! (Kommunale Kinder- und 
Jugendbeteiligung stärken!), 2015 

Various agents have responded by putting forward their views, comments and 
recommendations on lowering the voting age: 

• View of the German Children's Fund (Deutsches Kinderhilfswerk) on the right of 
children and young people to vote. 

• View of the German Federal Youth Council (Deutscher Bundesjugendring) on reduc ing 
the mini-mum voting age 

• Recommendations by experts and the expert group of the Independent Youth Polic y 
Centre (Zentrum Eigenständige Jugendpolitik) on encouraging democratic participation 
by young people 

Other current debates centre on: 
• whether youth participation is seen as a regular element of citizens’ participation and 

what influence young people can have on citizens’ participation processes; 

• how the potential of open data and digital tools can be used to promote youth 
participation; see also demokratielabore.de; 

• the use of new technologies to promote youth participation, e.g., virtual realit y and 
augmented reality applications (for instance, 360° videos in the context of urban 
planning projects). 

https://www.agj.de/wir-ueber-uns/uebersicht.html
https://www.agj.de/wir-ueber-uns/uebersicht.html
https://www.agj.de/fileadmin/files/positionen/2020/Jugend_braucht_mehr.pdf
https://www.agj.de/fileadmin/files/positionen/2020/Jugend_braucht_mehr.pdf
https://www.agj.de/fileadmin/files/positionen/2018/Partizipation_im_Kontext_von_Kinder-_und_Jugendarbeit.pdf
https://www.agj.de/fileadmin/files/positionen/2018/Partizipation_im_Kontext_von_Kinder-_und_Jugendarbeit.pdf
https://www.agj.de/fileadmin/files/positionen/2018/Teilhabe_ein_zentraler_Begriff_f%C3%BCr_die_Kinder_und_Jugendhilfe.pdf
https://www.agj.de/fileadmin/files/positionen/2018/Teilhabe_ein_zentraler_Begriff_f%C3%BCr_die_Kinder_und_Jugendhilfe.pdf
https://www.agj.de/fileadmin/files/positionen/2018/Teilhabe_ein_zentraler_Begriff_f%C3%BCr_die_Kinder_und_Jugendhilfe.pdf
https://www.jugendhilfeportal.de/fileadmin/user_upload/Kommunale_Kinder-_und_Jugendbeteiligung.pdf
https://www.jugendhilfeportal.de/fileadmin/user_upload/Kommunale_Kinder-_und_Jugendbeteiligung.pdf
https://www.dkhw.de/schwerpunkte/beteiligung/absenkung-des-wahlalters/
https://www.dkhw.de/schwerpunkte/beteiligung/absenkung-des-wahlalters/
https://www.dbjr.de/xtra/wahlaltersenken/
https://www.dbjr.de/xtra/wahlaltersenken/
http://www.allianz-fuer-jugend.de/downloads/Beteiligung_Empfehlungen_EiJP1.pdf
http://www.allianz-fuer-jugend.de/downloads/Beteiligung_Empfehlungen_EiJP1.pdf
https://demokratielabore.de/
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6. EDUCATION AND TRAINING 

Education in Germany is strongly determined by the country’s federal structure. 
Responsibilities for education are distributed between the federal government (Bund) and 
Germany’s federal states (Bundesländer). Each federal state has its own education 
system and school laws. See also Administration and Governance. 

Formal education qualifications are among the most important ways to gain access to the 
primary labour market. 

Digitalisation has become a major issue, also in the field of education. In October 2016, 
the Federal Ministry of Education and Research (Bundesministerium für Bildung und 
Forschung) adopted its strategy "Education offensive for the digital knowledge society" 
(Bildungsoffensive für die digitale Wissensgesellschaft) to provide a systematic 
framework for digital education in Germany. It promotes the teaching of digital lit erac y 
and learning with digital media in all stages of the education system. The Standing 
Conference of the Ministers of Education and Cultural Affairs (Kultusministerkonferenz) 
adopted the strategy "Education in the digital world" (Bildung in der digitalen Welt) in 
December 2016. It contains objectives and areas of action for all 16 federal states, the 
federal government, local authorities, school organisations and schools. 

6.1 General context 
Main trends in young people's participation in education and 
training 
Outcomes of the 2018 education report (Bildungsbericht) 
The 2018 national education report (Bildungsbericht) is published every two years. It is a 
comprehensive and empirically grounded stocktake of Germany’s education system that  
encompasses all stages from early learning, day-care and general-education schools to 
non-formal learning environments for school-age children, vocational training, higher 
education and adult education. A separate chapter focuses on education’s impac ts and 
benefits in various areas of life and society. 

According to the report, after several years of decline the number of early school leavers 
has recently risen slightly. In 2016, 49 300 or 6% of young people in the same age 
cohort left school without having obtained at least a general lower secondary-school 
qualification (Hauptschulabschluss). The increase was most prominent  among foreign-
born young people. 
Since 2013 the number of young adults participating in the Federal Volunteer Service 
scheme (Bundesfreiwilligendienst) has risen by 27%; the corresponding rise in 
participants for the Voluntary Social Year (Freiwilliges Soziales Jahr) scheme is 9%. 
Currently, around one in ten young adult completes a volunteer plac ement. However, 
women are far more likely to complete a placement than their male peers. Around 14% 
of young women and just around 8% of young men currently do so. 

The proportion of university drop-outs remains high at just under 30%. More than half of 
early university-leavers embark on vocational training after they leave prematurely; one 
fifth take up gainful employment. The number of Master’s programme drop-outs has 
risen in recent years. 
The number of young people embarking on one of the two types of voc ational t raining 
that lead to a full qualification (vollqualifizierend) has remained relatively constant over 
the last three years. In 2017 around 490 000 young people embarked on a dual 
vocational training programme (duales System), while around 214 000 began attending a 
vocational college (Schulberufssystem). The renewed rise in the number of young people 
completing a transition programme (Übergangssektor ) over the last three years is due 

https://national-policies.eacea.ec.europa.eu/youthwiki/chapters/germany/62-administration-and-governance
https://www.bmbf.de/
https://www.bmbf.de/
https://www.bildung-forschung.digital/de/eine-bildungsoffensive-fuer-die-digitale-wissensgesellschaft-1715.html
https://www.kmk.org/
https://www.kmk.org/fileadmin/Dateien/veroeffentlichungen_beschluesse/2016/2016_12_08-Bildung-in-der-digitalen-Welt.pdf
https://www.bildungsbericht.de/de/bildungsberichte-seit-2006/bildungsbericht-2018/bildung-in-deutschland-2018
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above all to the fact that individuals in search of protection and asylum-seekers 
embarked on a foundation vocational course (Berufsvorbereitung). In 2017, around 30% 
(just under 292 000) of the individuals who newly embarked on a c ourse of vocational 
training were accounted for by the transition programme. 

Of the young people in the largest population group – families in which the parents have 
a vocational qualification – only a quarter begin a course of study at a higher educat ion 
institution. In the case of young people from families in which one or both parents are 
university-educated, the proportion is more than three times as high (79%). These 
differences are also due to decision-making motivated by the families’ socioeconomic 
background. For two decades already, the likelihood of young people with a university 
entrance qualification plus either one or two parents with a higher education qualification 
actually going to university has been 20 percentage points higher. 

Challenges in education 

The 2018 education report (Bildungsbericht) mentions the following challenges: 
Increasing number of individuals in education, tendency towards higher education, 
sustained disparities between educationally disadvantaged individuals and academic high 
performers, growing heterogeneity in educational institutions, different development 
perspectives between educational regions (Bildungsregionen), expansion and 
reorganisation of educational regions, and personnel development and expansion. 
The 2017 Equity and Excellence Monitor (Chancenspiegel), a complement to the 
education report, reports that all federal states have succeeded in making their sc hool 
systems more effective and equitable, but that the degree to whic h this has happened 
varies, with a variety of weak spots having been identified. The opportunities for pupils 
from disadvantaged backgrounds have improved, yet the issue remains a major 
challenge for education policymakers, especially when it comes to breaking the link 
between educational success and social background. 

School dropouts 

According to the 2018 indicator report on sustainable development in Germany 
(Indikatorenbericht 2018 zur nachhaltigen Entwicklung in Deutschland) the share of early 
school leavers (aged 18-24) is 10,1%, which is over the target of 10 % in line with the 
Europe 2020 strategy. This group includes individuals aged 18 to 24 who hold neither a 
university entrance qualification such as “Abitur”, nor are eligible to attend a university of 
applied sciences (Fachhochschulreife), nor have taken part in a basic or advanced 
training programme. 

For more information, consult the Education and Training Monitor 2016. 

Organisation of the education and training system 
In Germany, responsibility for education policy lies with the federal states 
(Bundesländer), which is why there is no uniform education system. Each of the 16 
federal states has its own systems and rules. 

In Germany, schooling is compulsory, however the rules are not standard across the 
country. General education is compulsory nationwide for all children under the age of 18 
(legal age). It comprises full-time compulsory education (Vollzeitschulpflicht) in primary 
and lower secondary education plus compulsory vocational education. Examples for 
compulsory education (Schulpflicht): 

Federal state Compulsory 
education 

Full-time compulsory 
education Compulsory vocational education 

Baden-
Württemberg 

until the 
pupil turns 
18 

Four years of primary 
school, five years of 
secondary school 

For the duration of the 
apprenticeship, provided 
apprenticeship commences prior to 
end of compulsory vocational 

http://www.bildungsbericht.de/de/bildungsberichte-seit-2006/bildungsbericht-2018/bildung-in-deutschland-2018
https://www.chancen-spiegel.de/chancenspiegel/
https://www.destatis.de/DE/Themen/Gesellschaft-Umwelt/Nachhaltigkeitsindikatoren/Publikationen/Downloads-Nachhaltigkeit/indikatoren-0230001189004.pdf?__blob=publicationFile
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/glossary-germany
http://www.european-net.org/2016/11/education-and-training-monitor-2016/
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/glossary-germany
http://www.fachportal-paedagogik.de/literatur/volltextlink.html?FId=936395&link=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bibb.de%2Fveroeffentlichungen%2Fde%2Fpublication%2Fdownload%2Fid%2F6512
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education 

Bremen Twelve 
years 

At least ten years or until 
having acquired an 
extended vocational school 
entrance qualification 
(Erweiterte 
Berufsbildungsreife) or a 
general (or intermediate) 
education school leaving 
qualification (Mittlerer 
Schulabschluss) at a 
general education 
institution 

For the duration of the 
apprenticeship 

Hesse 
until the 
pupil turns 
21 

Nine years For the duration of the 
apprenticeship 

North Rhine-
Westphalia 

Up to the 
end of the 
school year 
during which 
the pupil 
turns 18 

Ten years for primary and 
lower secondary school, 
nine years for Gymnasium 
(a grammar-school type of 
secondary school) 
(because at Gymnasium, 
“lower secondary” lasts 
until grade 9); the tenth 
year of full-time 
compulsory education may 
be substituted by the first 
year of vocational school 

For the duration of the 
apprenticeship, provided 
apprenticeship commences prior to 
apprentice turning 21 

Saxony As a rule, 
twelve years Nine years 

For the duration of the 
apprenticeship, provided 
apprenticeship commences prior to 
end of compulsory vocational 
education 

Thuringia As a rule, 
twelve years Nine years 

For apprentices: up to the end of 
the apprenticeship year during 
which the apprentice turns 21 

Basic structure of the Education System in Germany 

Overview of education systems in Germany’s federal states (Bildungssysteme der Länder 
in der Bundesrepublik).  

Overview of the structure of Germany’s education and apprenticeship system.  

Main concepts 
Inclusion: In an educational context, “inclusion” means an education system in whic h 
individuals with and without a disability can learn together from the very beginning in all 
types of educational institutions. An education system must provide spec ial means and 
methods to assist individual learners and must adapt the system to learners’ needs, 
rather than vice versa. 

Youth work: Youth work comprises learning and social integration assistance outside of a 
school or work context. It is targeted directly at young people, who participate voluntarily 
in the activities. Youth work is a social learning field. It assist s young people in taking 
responsibility for their own personal growth and becoming a part of soc iety. It  teaches 

http://www.kmk.org/fileadmin/Dateien/pdf/Dokumentation/engl-2015.pdf
http://www.bildungsserver.de/Bildungssysteme-der-Laender-in-der-Bundesrepublik-Deutschland-612.html
http://www.bildungsserver.de/Bildungssysteme-der-Laender-in-der-Bundesrepublik-Deutschland-612.html
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/eurydice/content/organisation-education-system-and-its-structure-31_en
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social values. It also opens up, supports and qualifies educational processes; in this 
context to be understood as self-development processes [Wiesner, R., 2006 (3rd ed.)]. 
Media literacy: Media literacy, in Dieter Baacke’s definition, is not a subjective, 
individualistic skill; rather, it is an overarching aim to be pursued at a more general, 
societal level and is part of the discourse in an information society. 

Non-formal education (non-formales Lernen): There is no generally accepted definition of 
the term “non-formal education”. The definition used in the context of non-formal 
education is aligned with the concepts commonly applied by European and internat ional 
institutions. 

6.2 Administration and governance 
Governance 
Main actors 
The distribution of responsibilities for education between the federal government (Bund) 
and Germany’s federal states (Bundesländer) is owed to the country’s federal st ructure. 
The ministries of education and cultural affairs (Kultus- und Bildungsministerien) in the 
individual federal states have supreme authority over education, science and c ulture. 
They are responsible for managing matters in schools, higher education and adult 
education, amongst other fields. 

The federal government (Bundesregierung) is responsible for several educational f ields, 
including non-school vocational education and training, higher education access and 
higher education qualifications (the federal states may adopt divergent legislation in this 
area), apprenticeship promotion, protection of participants in distance learning 
programmes, employment promotion measures, and labour market and vocational 
research. 

General distribution of responsibilities 
Coordinating bodies 

The Standing Conference of the Ministers of Education and Cultural Affairs 
(Kultusministerkonferenz, KMK) consists of the state ministers or senators responsible for 
(higher) education, research and cultural affairs. It plays a significant role in coordinating 
and developing matters in these areas that are of interest to all of the federal states. 
The Joint Science Conference (Gemeinsame Wissenschaftskonferenz, GWK), which 
consists of representatives of the federal government and federal states, c oordinates 
matters relating to national, European and international science and research policy that 
touches upon both the national and the state level. The GWK is composed of the federal 
and state ministers responsible for science, research and finance. 

For more information on the administration and governance of Germany’s education and 
training system see also EURYDICE: Germany > Organisation and Governance. 

Cross-sectorial cooperation 
As a rule, the federal ministries are required to work together in matters that  relate to 
two or more federal ministries. Cross-sectorial cooperation as well as c ooperation with 
other departments in another federal ministry and with the Federal Chancellery 
(Bundeskanzleramt), the lower (Bundestag) and upper house (Bundesrat) of parliament , 
the Mediation Committee (Vermittlungsausschuss), and the supreme state authorit ies of 
the federal states is governed by the Joint Rules of Procedure of the Federal Minist ries 
(Gemeinsame Geschäftsordnung der Bundesministerien, GGO). Depending on the subject 
or issue at hand, the relevant ministry takes the lead, e.g. in the case of education, the 
Federal Ministry of Education and Research (Bundesministerium für Bildung und 
Forschung, BMBF); youth: Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women 

https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/references-germany#Wiesner
http://www.dieter-baacke-preis.de/dieter-baacke-preis/was-ist-medienkompetenz/
http://www.giz.de/fachexpertise/html/11954.html
http://www.bildungsserver.de/Kultusministerien-580.html
https://www.bmbf.de/de/kooperation-von-bund-und-laendern-in-wissenschaft-und-bildung-77.html
http://www.kmk.org/
http://www.gwk-bonn.de/
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/eurydice/content/organisation-and-governance-31_en
https://www.bmi.bund.de/SharedDocs/downloads/DE/veroeffentlichungen/themen/ministerium/ggo.html
http://www.bmbf.de/
http://www.bmbf.de/


Youth policies Germany – 2020  Youth Wiki 

188 

and Youth (Bundesministerium für Familie, Senioren, Frauen und Jugend, BMFSFJ); 
labour and social affairs: Federal Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs 
(Bundesministerium für Arbeit und Soziales, BMAS); consumer protection: Federal 
Ministry of Justice and Consumer Protection (Bundesministerium der Justiz und für 
Verbraucherschutz, BMJV). 

For instance, an interministerial working group for democracy promotion and ext remism 
prevention (Interministerielle Arbeitsgruppe "Demokratieförderung und 
Extremismusprävention") has been set up by BMFSFJ and the Federal Ministry of the 
Interior (Bundesministerium des Innern, BMI). The working group serves to c oordinate 
and strengthen the efforts of the federal government to prevent extremism. 
The Joint Science Conference (Gemeinsame Wissenschaftskonferenz, GWK), which 
consists of representatives of the federal government and federal states, c oordinates 
matters relating to national, European and international science and research policy that 
touch upon both the national and the state level. The GWK is c omposed of the federal 
and state ministers responsible for science, research and finance. 

If major, socially significant issues require a cross-sectorial discussion, the lower house 
of parliament (Bundestag) can establish a study commission (Enquete-Kommission) or a 
parliamentary advisory council (Parlamentarischer Beirat). 

On the cooperation between ministries/authorities with public  sector, educational and 
training organisations, see also Tackling Early leaving from Education and Training in 
Europe. 

6.3 Preventing early leaving from education and training 
(ELET) 
National strategy 
In Germany there is no single, comprehensive strategy to tackle the problem of early 
leaving from education and training. There are strategies and action plans to ensure that 
young people have the opportunity to complete their education and gain the 
qualifications they need to succeed in the workplace. 

The 2007 adoption by the Standing Conference of the Ministers of Education and Cultural 
Affairs (Kultusministerkonferenz) of an action plan to reduce the number of pupils 
without an academic qualification (Schulabbrecher), safeguard their transition and reduce 
the number of apprenticeship early leavers (Handlungsrahmen Schulabbrecher) def ines 
strategic objectives, areas of action and measures to address early leaving from school. 

The support strategy for poorer performing students (Förderstrategie für 
leistungsschwächere Schülerinnen und Schüler) of March 2010 remains in place. An 
updated report on the status of implementation of the support strategy (Bericht zum 
Stand der Umsetzung der Förderstrategie für leistungsschwächere Schülerinnen und 
Schüler) was published in September 2017. It reports on what the federal states are 
doing to implement it: 

• Providing personalised support in the classroom, safeguarding education standards, 
• Providing more time for learning as well as targeted support, 

• Providing hands-on teaching, 

• Providing extra support to pupils from immigrant families, leveraging diversity, 
• Giving special-needs pupils access to general lower secondary school qualif ic ations 

(Hauptschulabschluss), 

• Developing all-day school activities, strengthening education partnerships, 

http://www.bmfsfj.de/
http://www.bmas.de/
http://www.bmjv.de/
http://www.bmjv.de/
http://www.gwk-bonn.de/
https://www.bundestag.de/ausschuesse/ausschuesse18/gremien18#url=L2F1c3NjaHVlc3NlL2F1c3NjaHVlc3NlMTgvZ3JlbWllbjE4L2dyZW1pZW4xOC8yMTQ5NTA=&mod=mod441842
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/eurydice/content/tackling-early-leaving-education-and-training-europe-strategies-policies-and-measures_en
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/eurydice/content/tackling-early-leaving-education-and-training-europe-strategies-policies-and-measures_en
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/eurydice/content/tackling-early-leaving-education-and-training-europe-strategies-policies-and-measures_en
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/glossary-germany
http://www.kmk.org/fileadmin/Dateien/veroeffentlichungen_beschluesse/2007/2007_10_18-Handlungsrahmen-Schulabbrecher_01.pdf
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/eurydice/content/tackling-early-leaving-education-and-training-europe-strategies-policies-and-measures_en
https://www.kmk.org/fileadmin/Dateien/veroeffentlichungen_beschluesse/2017/2017_09_14-Umsetzung-Foerderstrategie.pdf
https://www.kmk.org/fileadmin/Dateien/veroeffentlichungen_beschluesse/2017/2017_09_14-Umsetzung-Foerderstrategie.pdf
https://www.kmk.org/fileadmin/Dateien/veroeffentlichungen_beschluesse/2017/2017_09_14-Umsetzung-Foerderstrategie.pdf
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/glossary-germany
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• Professionalising career orientation services, shaping and supporting the transition 
from school to work, 

• Enhancing the quality of teacher training, 

• Evaluating outcomes and scaling up successful models. 

In Germany, responsibility for the education system is determined by the federal 
structure of the state. In areas where the Basic Law (Grundgesetz) does not assign 
legislative powers to the federal government, the federal states (Länder) have the right  
to legislate. See also Eurydice > Germany > Organisation and Governance and Eurydic e 
> Germany > Legislation > School legislation of the Länder. 

Formal education: main policy measures on ELET 
In Germany, schooling is compulsory, hence schools must pursue any absences from 
school for which no excuse has been offered. As the federal states are responsible for 
education, each state has its own school legislation and each school has it s own rules, 
there are no fixed rules on how schools should deal with unexplained absences. 
National level 

Various measures, supported by the federal government, exist to promote the successful 
completion of apprenticeships and combat early school leaving. 

• Initiative on Educational Chains (Initiative Bildungsketten) 

Term: 2010-2020 
At the education summit (Bildungsgipfel), the federal and state governments agreed to 
halve the number of school leavers without a qualification and young adults in the 
relevant age group without a vocational qualification and to prevent early leaving as far 
as possible. To this end, all measures have been integrated into this initiative. Successful 
support schemes are incorporated to form a coordinated, nationwide and structured 
support system for career orientation and school-to-work transitions. The aim is to 
enable, where possible, every eligible and willing young person an in-company vocational 
training place. The career orientation process, which assists young people in making an 
informed choice of career, hence begins at an early stage and is personalised and 
systematic. Where necessary, the young people are offered intensive support so they can 
successfully obtain a school-leaving qualification and integrate into the labour market. All 
steps that the young participants cover, from career orientation all the way to an 
apprenticeship or training, are documented in a centralised way, for instance in their 
“career selection passport” (Berufswahlpass), the most popular career guidance scheme. 
See also Youth Wiki > Germany > Employment and Entrepreneurship > Career Guidance 
and Counselling. 
• Preparatory vocational measures (Berufsvorbereitende Bildungsmaßnahmen) 

Preparatory vocational measures offer targeted career orientation to young people under 
25, assist them professionally and personally, and accompany them as they enter the 
labour market. These measures are aimed at young people who have not found an 
apprenticeship or training place, are disadvantaged, have a school leaving qualification or 
not, have a disability, and/or belong to the immigrant community. Participants undergo a 
personal aptitude analysis to obtain an overview of the many careers on offer and then to 
make an informed personal choice. Education providers also offer the young participants 
an opportunity to gain a practical qualification in a variety of professional areas. Besides 
professional expertise, the curriculum covers personal development, basic vocational 
skills, in-company training, basic IT and media skills training, language training and 
interview training. 

Germany’s act on the reinforcement of labour market policy instruments (Gesetz zur 
Neuausrichtung der arbeitsmarktpolitischen Instrumente) for young people and adults 
without a school leaving qualification of 1 January 2009 established a legal entitlement to 

https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/eurydice/content/organisation-and-governance-31_en
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/eurydice/content/legislation-25_en
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/eurydice/content/legislation-25_en
https://www.bildungsketten.de/de/235.php
http://www.berufswahlpass.de/
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/34-career-guidance-and-counselling-germany#121
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/34-career-guidance-and-counselling-germany#121
https://www3.arbeitsagentur.de/web/content/DE/Unternehmen/Ausbildung/Ausbildungsvorbereitung/Bildungsmassnahmen/index.htm
https://www.bgbl.de/xaver/bgbl/start.xav?start=//*%5B@attr_id=%27bgbl108s2917.pdf%27%5D#__bgbl__%2F%2F*%5B%40attr_id%3D%27bgbl108s2917.pdf%27%5D__1508312679462
https://www.bgbl.de/xaver/bgbl/start.xav?start=//*%5B@attr_id=%27bgbl108s2917.pdf%27%5D#__bgbl__%2F%2F*%5B%40attr_id%3D%27bgbl108s2917.pdf%27%5D__1508312679462
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assistance with acquiring a general lower secondary school qualification 
(Hauptschulabschluss) or equivalent as a mature student. The cost of these measures is 
borne by the Federal Employment Agency (Agentur für Arbeit). 

• “Strengthening youth” initiative (Initiative JUGEND STÄRKEN) 
The “Strengthening youth” initiative (Initiative JUGEND STÄRKEN) of the Federal Ministry 
for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth (Bundesministerium für Familie, 
Senioren, Frauen und Jugend, BMFSFJ) of 2009 is the umbrella initiative for all youth 
social work programmes. It provides personalised assistance to young people as they 
transition from school to a career, and improves the level of c ooperation between the 
various participating organisations and institutions. Emphasis is given to the demand-
driven, systematic management and coordination of youth social work activities in 
cooperation with schools and local labour market stakeholders. The initiative has a 
number of sub-initiatives: 

• Strengthening youth in the neighbourhood (JUGEND STÄRKEN im Quartier): 
Assistance for young people with fewer opportunities in disadvantaged regions as they 
transition from school to work 

• Youth migration services (Jugendmigrationsdienste): Counselling, assistance and 
education for young members of the immigrant community 

• Strengthening youth: 1 000 opportunities (JUGEND STÄRKEN: 1000 Chancen): 
Assistance for young people with fewer opportunities through hands-on, low-threshold 
support and insights into the world of work in cooperation with the private sector 

• Higher education guarantee fund (Garantiefonds Hochschule): Support in taking up or 
continuing a university degree course for young ethnic German immigrants 
(Spätaussiedler), persons entitled to asylum and young foreign refugees with leave to 
remain. 

Amount of funding: 52 million euros p.a. in federal funding plus 25.5 million euros from 
the ESF. 

• Federal programme “Opportunities for parents II” (Elternchance II – Familien 
früh für Bildung gewinnen) 

The sub-programme “Strong networks – Assistance for parents in refugee families” 
(Starke Netzwerke Elternbegleitung für geflüchtete Familien) of BMFSFJ has an annual 
budget of 3 million euros and is implemented in 50 locations nationwide. Between May 
2017 and December 2020, the sub-programme supports local parent assistance networks 
that help recently immigrated families in settling and integrating into their new 
environments. The aim is to offer effective support to these families locally, with a special 
emphasis on giving their children educational opportunities. The network members and 
participating family assistants build bridges between the refugee families and the 
educational institutions in the region. They provide hands-on help to parents, for instance 
with registering their children in local daycare centres, and assist them in f inding their 
way around their new local community. 
Regional level 

Thuringia: Programme “Success at school” (Erfolg macht Schule) 

Term: 1 July 2016 to 31 July 2019 
Funded by the Free State of Thuringia, specifically the Thuringian Ministry of Education, 
Youth and Sports (Ministerium für Bildung, Jugend und Sport) through the European 
Social Fund. 
To promote school development in Thuringia and lower the number of school dropouts, 
this programme provides targeted advice and support to 20 lower secondary 
(Regelschule) and secondary (Gemeinschaftsschule) schools across the state. In addition, 
schools can form networks with other schools, second teachers of c ertain subjects to 

http://www.jugend-staerken.de/
http://www.bmfsfj.de/
http://www.bmfsfj.de/
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/glossary-germany
https://www.bmbf.de/pub/Berufsbildungsbericht_2017.pdf
https://www.elternchance.de/
https://www.elternchance.de/
https://www.dkjs.de/themen/alle-programme/erfolg-macht-schule/
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another school for a certain period, and send teachers on specialised t raining c ourses. 
The aim is to assist school development and encourage young people to c omplete a full 
course of education. 

School social work - Examples from Saxony-Anhalt and Berlin 
School social work (Schulsozialarbeit) is 

• a firm element of the school system and a school’s day-to-day operations, 

• an interface between pupils, teachers, school administrators and parents, 
• a form of educational work that serves to bring about lasting improvements in the 

lives and circumstances of children and adolescents, 
• a source of support, advice, crisis and conflict prevention and intervention, 

encouragement and strength, 

• a cooperation between child and youth services providers and schools. 

School social workers and teachers carry joint responsibility for providing educational 
support to pupils. The young people are assisted individually in reaching their ac ademic  
aims. Support can take the form of, e.g., one-on-one counselling in problematic 
situations (e.g., learning difficulties, drug abuse, school disengagement, delinquency), 
conflict intervention and de-escalation, and one-on-one assistance with skills 
development. 

In the field of child and youth services, the federal government  (Bund) has legislat ive 
power, so the legal framework for school social work as a form of cooperation between 
child and youth services and schools is to be found first and foremost  in Book 8 of the 
Social Code (Sozialgesetzbuch, SGB VIII), the Child and Youth Services Act (Kinder-  und 
Jugendhilfegesetz). The main legal provisions on school social work are to be found there 
in sections 1, 13, 11 and 81. In addition, school social work is also subject to the 
regulations adopted by the districts (Kreise) and municipal authorities (kreisfreie Städte) 
as well as the education acts, programmes, directives and decrees of the federal states 
(Länder) on school social work. Both the municipal level as well as the state governments 
promote school social work. 

• Example: Saxony-Anhalt – Programme “Ensuring success at school” (Schulerfolg 
sichern) 

Child and youth services, schools and regional partners in Saxony-Anhalt have been 
working together since 2008 to ensure that all children and adolescents are given equal 
access to quality primary and secondary education. The aim is to reach out  to all pupils 
and provide a safety net especially for those in danger of dropping out of school. 

Current term: August 2015 - 2020. 

Funded by the European Social Fund and the Ministry of Education of the state of 
Saxony-Anhalt (Ministerium für Bildung des Landes Sachsen-Anhalt). 

Implementation: German Children and Youth Foundation (Deutsche Kinder- und 
Jugendstiftung, DKJS) (lead organisation) together with the state coordination office 
(Landesweite Koordinierungsstelle Schulerfolg sichern). Regional implementation: 
network offices in all districts (Kreise) and municipal authorities (kreisfreie Städte). Local 
implementation: school social work in all types of schools. 

• Example: Berlin – Programme for youth social work at Berlin schools 
(Jugendsozialarbeit an Berliner Schulen) 

The state of Berlin has a long track record in the field of cooperation between c hild and 
youth services and schools. In 2006 an ESF programme on youth social work was 
launched in the less academic type of lower secondary school (Hauptschule) in Berlin, 
which was extended to include integrated secondary schools (Integrierte 
Sekundarschule) in 2010/11. In 2007, an ESF programme on youth social work in Berlin 

https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/glossary-germany
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/glossary-germany
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/sgb_8/
http://www.schulsozialarbeit.net/bundesl%C3%A4nder/
http://www.schulsozialarbeit.net/bundesl%C3%A4nder/
https://www.schulerfolg-sichern.de/programm.html
https://www.schulerfolg-sichern.de/programm.html
https://mb.sachsen-anhalt.de/start/
https://www.dkjs.de/
https://www.dkjs.de/
https://www.schulerfolg-sichern.de/landesweite-koordinierungsstelle.html
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schools for special-needs students was launched. In 2009, the Berlin programme 
received funding from the state budget so that it could be extended also to primary 
schools (Grundschule) and vocational schools (berufliche Schule). Today, the programme 
is also provided in Berlin’s “Gymnasium”-type grammar schools. Aims: 

1. To support disadvantaged pupils in overcoming academic challenges, 

2. To encourage a motivation to learn and build confidence, 
3. To reduce any feelings of disengagement from school, encourage parents to take 

responsibility for their children’s education, and strengthen the link between 
schools and the wider community. 

This programme, which is funded by the Senate Administration for Education, Youth and 
Family (Senatsverwaltung für Bildung, Jugend und Familie) from the state education 
budget, covers secondary schools (Sekundarschule), support centres (Förderzentrum), 
primary schools (Grundschule), “Gymnasium”-type grammar schools as well as 
vocational (beruflich) and centrally managed (zentralverwaltet) schools. In addition, 
funding is provided for youth social workers with special functions as well as for inclusive 
priority schools (inklusive Schwerpunktschule). 

The Foundation for the Social Pedagogical Institute Berlin (Stiftung SPI) coordinates and 
manages the overall programme. 

Information and networking for school social workers across Germany is available on the 
website schulsozialarbeit.net. 

Addressing ELET through non-formal and informal learning and 
quality youth work 
Below are some practical examples to demonstrate how local youth work can help to 
address early school leaving. 

Examples from Berlin and Brandenburg 
The Foundation for the Social Pedagogical Institute Berlin (Stiftung SPI) implements 
school dropout-themed projects in Berlin and Brandenburg. They include: 
• “Parachute - Assistance for delinquent children and adolescents” (Fallschirm – 

Hilfen für straffällige Kinder und Jugendliche), Berlin 
Fallschirm is a walk-in child and youth services project in accordance with section 27 et  
seq. of Book 8 of the SGB VIII for children and adolescents who are delinquent or 
disengaged from school. The aim is to strengthen their social skills and support  them in 
overcoming their personal development challenges. This solution- and resource-oriented 
project requires the children and adolescents to engage personally and provides them 
with alternative outcomes. The children and adolescents are referred to the project by 
the competent youth office (Jugendamt) and given a personal support plan. Target 
group: delinquent children and adolescents, repeat and habitual offenders, children and 
adolescents displaying disruptive behaviour at school and/or are disengaged from school. 
Underage multiple and habitual offenders are frequently hard to reach out to and are 
unlikely to change their delinquent behaviour without assistance. This is why Fallschirm’s 
approach is designed specifically with the needs of this group in mind. 

• Learning workshop “Leonardo’s masterclass” (Lernwerkstatt "Leonardos 
Meisterbude"), Cottbus 

The Lernwerkstatt is run in cooperation with the Sachsendorf secondary school in 
Cottbus. 

Target group: Adolescents displaying active and passive school disengagement behaviour 
in grades 9 and 10 who are unable to complete a secondary school qualification without 
socioeducational support. 

https://www.berlin.de/sen/bjf/
http://www.spi-programmagentur.de/
http://www.schulsozialarbeit.net/bundesl%C3%A4nder/
http://www.spi-programmagentur.de/
http://www.stiftung-spi.de/projekte/fallschirm/
http://www.stiftung-spi.de/projekte/fallschirm/
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/glossary-germany
http://www.stiftung-spi.de/projekte/lw-leonardo/
http://www.stiftung-spi.de/projekte/lw-leonardo/
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Aims: To enable participating pupils to successfully complete grade 9. In addit ion, they 
are prepared for the labour market by means of in-depth career guidance and 
traineeships in companies in the region. 

The tuition provided corresponds to the 9th grade curriculum in Brandenburg defined in 
the Education Act (Schulgesetz) for Brandenburg. The teaching is provided in a hands-
on, holistic manner. The success of this approach hinges upon intense engagement  with 
the pupils and incorporate socioeducational group and one-on-one work. 

The project has been replicated in other municipalities across Brandenburg. 

Examples from North Rhine-Westphalia 
• Jugendhilfe Köln e.V., Cologne 

Since its establishment in 1976, the association Jugendhilfe Köln e.V. has worked actively 
to combat youth unemployment. It runs (career) guidance, counselling, support, 
employment, jobs, training and placement programmes. The association also offers 
youth workshops for adolescents aged 16 to 21 where they can acquire practical skills in 
preparation for an apprenticeship while developing their personal c ompetences. Social 
education workers and craft education workers assist them in solving problems and offer 
them support and advice. The young participants attend the workshops every day to 
learn more about specific occupations, explore their professional preferences and acquire 
some initial professional training. The philosophy behind the youth workshops is that 
young people need help with developing their personalities in order for them to suc c eed 
at school and at work, enter the labour market and integrate in society. 

• apeiros (Wuppertal, Remscheid, Velbert, Solingen) 
The association apeiros has been combating school absenteeism for a decade. apeiros’ 
philosophy is to pursue several approaches in order to actively combat school 
disengagement and the non-fulfilment of structural social requirements. A detailed 
diagnosis is performed of the situation at hand, e.g., the school, its pupils and their 
environment, then a plan of action is developed to assist endangered pupils on site. 
Alternatively, pupils can join an off-site programme so they can develop the necessary 
resources for returning to school long-term and completing their education. apeiros’ 
prevention strategy seeks to take early action to prevent school disengagement and an 
early departure from school or apprenticeship through absenteeism management  and a 
standardised rapid-response approach. Thanks to this strategy, in a number of cases the 
school or apprenticeship dropout rate has been cut by up to 90 per cent. 

Cross-sector coordination and monitoring of ELET interventions 
Multi-agency partnerships 
To strengthen the system of vocational training in Germany, on 12 December 2014 the 
Federal Ministry of Education (Bundesbildungsministerium) and further Federal Ministries 
joined forces with the Federal Government Commissioner for Integration 
(Integrationsbeauftragte der Bundesregierung), the Federal Employment Agency 
(Bundesagentur für Arbeit) and representatives of the private sector, unions and federal 
states to establish the Alliance for Initial and Further (Allianz für Aus- und 
Weiterbildung). It is the successor programme of the National Pact for Training and 
Skilled Recruits (Nationaler Pakt für Ausbildung und Fachkräftenachwuchs), which 
expired at the end of 2014. Its aims include: 

• to further reduce the number of young people without a school-leaving qualif ic ation 
and, 

• under the training guarantee (Ausbildungsguarantie) mentioned in the 2013-2017 
coalition agreement (Koalitionsvertrag), to offer all young people interested in an 
apprenticeship a "path” (Pfad) that takes them as early as possible to a voc ational 
qualification. 

https://www.jugendhilfe-koeln.de/
http://apeiros-ev.de/
http://www.bmbf.de/
https://www.bmbf.de/de/allianz-fuer-aus-und-weiterbildung-1071.html
https://www.bmbf.de/de/allianz-fuer-aus-und-weiterbildung-1071.html
https://www.cdu.de/sites/default/files/media/dokumente/koalitionsvertrag.pdf
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In 2019 the Alliance for Initial and Further Training (Allianz für Aus- und Weiterbildung) 
will be reformed. The new Alliance (2019-2021) is to become a central political plat form 
for continuing to strengthen the attractiveness, quality and performance of the dual 
vocational training system (duale Ausbildung). The aim is to give as many young people 
as possible an opportunity to obtain a qualification. Besides increasing the attractiveness 
and quality of the dual system, greater emphasis is to be given to higher-level 
(höherqualifizierend) vocational qualifications. The overarching objectives of the 
reformed Alliance for Initial and Further Training are: 

• To bring more employers and young people together and reduce the apprentice 
dropout rate 

• To continue increasing the attractiveness and quality of the dual voc ational t raining 
system and to join forces in popularising vocational training in general 

• To strengthen advanced vocational training (berufliche Fortbildung) generally and 
promote higher-level (höherqualifizierend) and higher (höher) vocational training 

In addition, the federal government, state governments and the Federal Employment 
Agency (Bundesagentur für Arbeit) have developed joint concepts for c areer guidance 
(also at “Gymnasium”-type grammar schools) and launched measures to assist young 
people in moving more successfully from school to training. In the field of career 
guidance and orientation, schools work closely with the local employment agencies 
(Agenturen für Arbeit). There are also partnerships between schools and youth 
work/child and youth services/youth social work providers. For instance, pupils c an sit  
down with school social workers to discuss their options. 
See also the Eurydice and Cedefop Report “Tackling Early Leaving from Education and 
Training in Europe: Strategies, Policies and Measures”.  

Monitoring/evaluation 
With the Vocational Training Report (Berufsbildungsbericht), the Federal Ministry of 
Education and Research (Bundesministerium für Bildung und Forschung, BMBF) fulfils it s 
statutory obligation to monitor developments in the vocational education field and submit  
an annual report by 1 April to the Federal Government. Chapter 3 of the report  c overs 
the Federal Government’s new and existing vocational training policy measures and 
programmes as well as facts and figures, aims, and outcomes. This includes programmes 
such as “Initiative on Educational Chains” (Initiative Bildungsketten) and “Strengthening 
youth” (Jugend Stärken), which aim to prevent early departure from school or 
apprenticeships and promote various forms of career guidance. The most  rec ent report  
was published in 2019 (Berufsbildungsbericht 2019). 
The National Report on Education (Nationaler Bildungsbericht) is part of an overall 
education monitoring strategy that was adopted by the Standing Conference of the 
Ministers of Education and Cultural Affairs (Kultusministerkonferenz) for schools in 2006 
and reviewed in 2015. The most recent report was published in 2018 (Bildungsbericht 
2018). 

Link to the Youth Guarantee 
In the course of the implementation of the Youth Guarantee, schemes including assisted 
training (assistierte Ausbildung) and training support services (ausbildungsbegleitende 
Hilfen) were rolled out, while others, such as cooperation between the youth employment 
agencies (Jugendberufsagenturen), were strengthened. The recommendations suggested 
by the EU Youth Guarantee have largely been taken up and implemented in Germany. 
Placement services provided under the law have been adapted on various occasions. 

Employment agencies (Agenturen für Arbeit) are required under Art. 37 Book III Soc ial 
Code (Sozialgesetzbuch Drittes Buch, SGB III) to conclude an integration agreement with 
young people seeking vocational training or employment. For young people, this 
agreement must be reviewed after three months at the latest. The integration agreement 

https://www.bmwi.de/Redaktion/DE/Downloads/A/allianz-fuer-aus-und-weiterbildung-2019-2021.pdf?__blob=publicationFile
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/eurydice/content/tackling-early-leaving-education-and-training-europe-strategies-policies-and-measures_en
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/eurydice/content/tackling-early-leaving-education-and-training-europe-strategies-policies-and-measures_en
https://www.bmbf.de/upload_filestore/pub/Berufsbildungsbericht_2019.pdf
http://www.bmbf.de/
https://www.bmbf.de/upload_filestore/pub/Berufsbildungsbericht_2019.pdf
http://www.bildungsbericht.de/de/nationaler-bildungsbericht
http://www.kmk.org/
https://www.bildungsbericht.de/de/bildungsberichte-seit-2006/bildungsbericht-2018/pdf-bildungsbericht-2018/bildungsbericht-2018.pdf
https://www.bildungsbericht.de/de/bildungsberichte-seit-2006/bildungsbericht-2018/pdf-bildungsbericht-2018/bildungsbericht-2018.pdf
http://www.bmas.de/SharedDocs/Downloads/DE/PDF-Publikationen/a761-implementierungsplan-jugendgarantie-en.pdf;jsessionid=AA26D0821BD1156CD2FE81D7D4B69A7F?__blob=publicationFile&v=2
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/glossary-germany
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/glossary-germany
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/glossary-germany
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includes the integration goal, the placement efforts of employment agencies, evidence of 
the young person's own efforts, and the employment support measures planned. On this 
basis, young unemployed people of working age who receive basic security benefits for 
job seekers (Grundsicherung für Arbeitsuchende) take priority when vocational t raining 
places or jobs are awarded. 

See also the assessment of the Youth Guarantee implementation in Germany (May 
2018). 

6.4 Validation of non-formal and informal learning 
Arrangements for the validation of non-formal and informal 
learning 
Due to Germany’s federal structure, there is no common legal framework and 
standardised system for the validation of non-formal and informal learning at national 
level and across education sectors in the country. Validation of non-formal and informal 
learning is taking place in all education sectors. There is a lot of different approaches at  
the various levels. 

The validation of non-formal and informal learning achievements in Germany has become 
an issue particularly in connection with the introduction of the German Qualifications 
Framework (Deutscher Qualifikationsrahmen, DQR). As early as in 2011, various groups 
of experts (from cultural education, adult education, youth education, sports, youth 
associations and social partners) were tasked by the Federal Minist ry of Education and 
Research (Bundesministerium für Bildung und Forschung, BMBF) to explore how 
competences acquired in non-formal and informal settings could be incorporated into the 
DQR. At this stage already, it was discussed whether it would be possible to formally give 
equal recognition to competences acquired in this manner and if  so, how this c ould be 
done. In 2010 already, an expert opinion (Expertise) was submitted on the subject that 
examines possible options in the context of the German education system. It  proposed 
the following options: 

1. Maintenance of the formal education system: Assessment and validat ion of 
informal and non-formal learning against the backdrop of the standards and 
criteria applicable to formal learning; maintenance of existing certificates 

2. Competence-centred system: Competence-centred revision of standards and 
criteria while giving equal recognition to informal and non-formal learning 
achievements; extension of audit and assessment processes and certificates 

3. Parallel system: Besides the existing formal system, a separate c ompetence-
centred system should be introduced that serves to assess, audit and certify 
agreed standards concerning informally and non-formally acquired competences. 

In fact, none of these options came to fruition, despite the backing of the European 
Council Recommendation on the validation of non-formal and informal learning of 2012. 
Calls for a validation system were rejected by the DQR bodies citing “lac k of remit ”. As 
expected, the preferred option – to assess and validate non-formal and informal learning 
outcomes against the standards applicable in the formal education sector – meant  that  
the majority of outcomes continued to remain unaccounted for. In the DQR process there 
was strong resistance against efforts to introduce validation for non-formal and informal 
learning, the outcome of which would have formal force. Given this process, the phrase 
that is now being used in this context is “validation of vocationally relevant 
competences”. 

Strong objections to use of the German Qualifications Framework (DQR) as a recognition 
and validation instrument come above all from representatives of the formal education 
sector (Vertreter des formalen Bildungssystems), who insist that the DQR should only 
serve to create transparency between the vocational and academic  education sectors. 

http://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/sgb_2/index.html
http://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catId=1161&langId=en&intPageId=3336
https://www.dqr.de/
http://www.bmbf.de/
https://www.dqr.de/media/content/DQR_Empfehlungen_AG_nicht-formales%20Lernen_Stand_2014_02_27.pdf
http://ankom.his.de/material/dokumente/Expertise_Dehnbostel_StammRiemer_Seidel_2010.pdf
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/eurydice/content/validation-non-formal-and-informal-learning-30_en
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/eurydice/content/validation-non-formal-and-informal-learning-30_en
https://www.dqr.de/media/content/DQR_Positionspapier_BDA_DIHK_ZDH_DGB_HRK_3_2016.pdf
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They fear that, one, an extended DQR could give individuals access to European or even 
international systems that are outside the control of formal education providers; two, 
they are against changing the profession and qualification systems and related salary-
grade and privilege schemes; and three, they object to the dissolution of the training and 
apprenticeship system as practised under Germany’s dual system.  

Hence the same validation processes (Validierungswege) for non-formally and informally 
acquired competences continue to apply in Germany that have been in place since 2011: 

• Recognition: 

1. Higher education entrance qualification: aptitude examination (Begabtenprüfung), 
university access without “Abitur”, 

2. Possibilities afforded under the Vocational Training Act (Berufsbildungsgesetz, 
BBiG) e.g., crediting of previous vocational education and training (berufliche 
Vorbildung) or equivalence of examination certificates (Zeugnisgleichstellung) 
[sections 7, 8, 43(2), 49, 50], 

3. IT continued professional development system, 
• Crediting: 

1. External examinations [for individuals meeting the requirements of general lower 
secondary school qualification (Hauptschulabschluss), higher education ent rance 
qualifications (Abitur) up to the requirements of section 45 of BBiG or sec tion 37 
of the Trade and Crafts Code (Handwerksordnung, HwO)], 

2. IT continued professional development system, 

3. Professionally acquired competences credited towards university degree courses. 

A new development which, however, is less relevant to the subject of validation is an ac t  
for improving the assessment and recognition of VET qualifications acquired abroad 
(Gesetz zur Verbesserung der Feststellung und Anerkennung im Ausland erworbener 
Berufsqualifikationen), “Anerkennungsgesetz” for short. It came into force on 1 April 
2012 and serves to improve the recognition of professional qualifications of individuals 
from what are known as third countries. However, it has had no real impact on the 
situation. 

The validation processes mentioned here only relate to the processes recognised in the 
education system such as equivalency assessments for formal qualifications or the 
crediting of prior qualifications towards (parts of) a course of education. At  the same 
time, the non-formal education sector and the labour market operate a large number of 
their own “competence balancing” (Kompetenzbilanzierung) methods and certificates, not 
all of which are recognised in the formal education system. 
BMBF has launched an initiative known as VALIKOM. It is not part of the formal system, 
but serves to identify and validate “vocationally relevant” (berufsrelevante) competences 
to determine equivalent professions. VALIKOM covers all the steps of a classic validat ion 
scheme: 1. Information and advice (identification), 2. documentation, 3. assessment and 
4. certification. The process is aimed at individuals aged 25 and over who demonst rate 
prior professional experience (also from abroad), but who have no vocational 
qualification. Their competences are documented in a portfolio, but can also be 
demonstrated by means of work samples, professional interviews and/or a trial period 
spent working in a company. “Certification” is effected by means of a validation 
certificate issued by the chambers (of industry and trade) that c onfirms part ial or full 
equivalency with the profession in question. However, this does not give the holder any 
entitlement to the formal education system, neither a formal vocational qualif ic ation. It  
can only be used on the labour market, so as such corresponds to the existing 
“qualification analysis” scheme. This make it akin to the process of rec ognising higher 
education qualifications, which is done by matching foreign higher education 

https://www.agbfn.de/dokumente/pdf/a12_voevz_agbfn_10_dehnbostel_1.pdf
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/glossary-germany
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/bbig_2005/
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/bbig_2005/
https://www.anerkennung-in-deutschland.de/html/en/recognition_of_school_qualifications.php
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/glossary-germany
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/glossary-germany
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/hwo/BJNR014110953.html
https://www.bgbl.de/xaver/bgbl/start.xav?start=//*%5B@attr_id=%27bgbl192s1398.pdf%27%5D#__bgbl__%2F%2F*%5B%40attr_id%3D%27bgbl111s2515.pdf%27%5D__1503485109628
https://www.bgbl.de/xaver/bgbl/start.xav?start=//*%5B@attr_id=%27bgbl192s1398.pdf%27%5D#__bgbl__%2F%2F*%5B%40attr_id%3D%27bgbl111s2515.pdf%27%5D__1503485109628
https://www.ijab.de/publikationen/detail/?tt_products%5bcat%5d=7&tt_products%5bproduct%5d=97
https://www.valikom.de/startseite/
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qualifications against the anabin database of German qualifications. However, it gives the 
individuals in question no claim to access to the education system. 
Experience has shown that the relevance and significance of these certif icates that are 
produced for the “labour market” is weak. Germany’s highly formalised education and 
training system has a strong effect on the labour market and its flexibility. Formal 
education qualifications are among the most important ways to gain access to the 
primary labour market. 

See also Country report Germany '2016 update to the European inventory on validat ion 
of non-formal and informal learning'. 

See also Eurydice > Germany > Adult Education and Training > Validation of Non-formal 
and Informal Learning. 

See also The European Higher Education Area in 2015: Implementation Report. 

Further information on the validation of non-formal and informal learning in Germany 
also at the websites giz.de and dji.de. 

Information and guidance 
Information on ways to get recognition of non-formally and informally acquired 
competences in line with Germany’s vocational training or higher education system is 
provided on the following websites: Recognition in Germany (Anerkennung in 
Deutschland) (for vocational training) and the anabin information portal for foreign 
educational qualifications (for higher education qualifications). Each university has it s 
own system of recognising credit points or examination results gained elsewhere. 

Quality assurance 
The lack of a general validation mechanism for non-formally and informally acquired 
competences means there are also no general quality assurance instruments. However, 
naturally each of the crediting and recognition systems described above have quality 
assurance procedures and instruments as described in the relevant laws and ordinances; 
vocational training and higher education institutions also have their own agreed 
instruments. 

6.5 Cross-border learning mobility 
Policy framework 
Important documents that are relevant to learning mobility include:  

• Federal Government strategy on internationalising education, sc ience and research 
(Strategie der Bundesregierung zur Internationalisierung von Bildung, Wissenschaft 
und Forschung) 

After adopting the first such strategy in 2008, on 1 February 2017 the Cabinet adopted a 
new Federal Government strategy for this field (Strategie der Bundesregierung zur 
Internationalisierung von Bildung, Wissenschaft und Forschung). It was drawn up under 
the leadership of the Federal Ministry of Education and Research (Bundesministerium für 
Bildung und Forschung, BMBF). Inter alia, the strategy aims to make the education and 
training system in Germany more international by, e.g., assisting apprentices in spending 
part of their apprenticeship a period abroad. To support the first strategy, BMBF had 
adopted an action plan for international cooperation (Aktionsplan Internationale 
Kooperation). 

• Recommendations on internationalising curricula 

In addition, the German Rectors’ Conference (Hochschulrektorenkonferenz, HRK) on 9 
May 2017 published a set of recommendations on internationalising curricula 

http://anabin.kmk.org/anabin.html
https://cumulus.cedefop.europa.eu/files/vetelib/2016/2016_validate_DE.pdf
https://cumulus.cedefop.europa.eu/files/vetelib/2016/2016_validate_DE.pdf
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/eurydice/content/validation-non-formal-and-informal-learning-30_en
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/eurydice/content/validation-non-formal-and-informal-learning-30_en
http://eacea.ec.europa.eu/education/eurydice/documents/thematic_reports/182EN.pdf
https://www.giz.de/fachexpertise/html/11954.html
http://www.dji.de/fileadmin/user_upload/bibs/DJI_Expertise_non-formales%20Lernen_final.pdf
https://www.anerkennung-in-deutschland.de/html/en/index.php
https://www.anerkennung-in-deutschland.de/html/de/index.php
https://www.anerkennung-in-deutschland.de/html/de/index.php
http://anabin.kmk.org/anabin.html
https://www.bmbf.de/pub/Internationalisierungsstrategie.pdf
https://www.bmbf.de/pub/Internationalisierungsstrategie.pdf
https://www.bmbf.de/pub/Internationalisierungsstrategie.pdf
https://www.bmbf.de/pub/Internationalisierungsstrategie.pdf
http://www.bmbf.de/
http://www.bmbf.de/
https://www.kooperation-international.de/uploads/media/Aktionsplan_Internationale_Kooperation.pdf
https://www.kooperation-international.de/uploads/media/Aktionsplan_Internationale_Kooperation.pdf
https://www.hrk.de/
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(Empfehlungen zur Internationalisierung von Curricula) . They are a helpful aid for higher 
education institutions that wish to give their curricula an internat ional, intercultural or 
global dimension. 

• Federal Training Assistance Act (Bundesausbildungsförderungsgesetz, BAföG) 
Assistance is provided to encourage the completion of either part or whole degree 
programmes abroad through the Federal Training Assistance Act 
(Bundesausbildungsförderungsgesetz, BAföG), which increases student mobility.  
• Child and Youth Plan of the Federation (Kinder- und Jugendplan des Bundes, KJP)  

KJP is the instrument through which the government provides assistance to child and 
youth services at federal (Bund) level, which also extends to international exchanges in 
non-school settings. KJP guidelines (Richtlinien KJP) set out the rules and regulations 
governing grants and financial resources for child and youth services. KJP serves to 
promote child and youth services at the federal level. It promotes relevant measures to 
this end, such as international exchanges between young people and experts. For 
instance, it helps to implement bilateral agreements. It also supports bilateral or 
multilateral measures that are reciprocal in nature. 

Further information available on the mobility scoreboard and on the Eurydice website 
(Germany > Mobility and Internationalisation). 

Main cross-border mobility programmes for students in formal 
education 
Pedagogical Exchange Service (Pädagogischer Austauschdienst, PAD) 

The points of contact for programmes concerning international exchanges for sc hools in 
Germany are the ministries of education (Kultusministerien) or senate administrations 
(Senatsverwaltungen) in Germany’s 16 federal states (Länder). Established in 1952, the 
Pedagogical Exchange Service (Pädagogischer Austauschdienst, PAD) of the Standing 
Conference of the Ministers of Education and Cultural Affairs (Kultusministerkonferenz) 
has acted on behalf of the federal states as the sole public-sector institution in Germany 
for international exchanges and international cooperation in and between schools. The 
PAD’s programmes are aimed at pupils, teachers, trainee teachers and schools in 
Germany and abroad. PAD is a partner of the Federal Foreign Office (Auswärt iges Amt) 
and the National Agency for EU programmes involving schools (Erasmus+ School 
Education and eTwinning). The PAD’s exchange programmes, whic h are funded by the 
Federal Foreign Office, serve especially to promote German as a foreign language 
abroad. The Erasmus+ School Education programme aims to promote school 
development and form networks between schools across Europe. This is to encourage 
schools to exchange tried-and-tested procedures and methods, e.g., under a school 
partnership, and to develop and share innovative concepts and materials. The PAD 
programmes are aimed at the following target groups: 
1. Schools (school partnerships) (selection) 

The German American Partnership Program (GAPP) promotes partnerships between 
schools in Germany and the USA and involves mutual visits. These visits should each 
have a specific theme or serve a specific project. The visits should last at  least 16 days 
each (including outbound and inbound travel). German pupils and their accompanying 
teachers are granted a flat-rate contribution towards the cost of their airfare to the USA. 
In addition, grants of up to 1 500 euros are available to cover project costs. These grants 
are paid by the Federal Foreign Office (Auswärtiges Amt) and the US State Department. 

School partnerships with Israel (Schulpartnerschaften mit Israel) and with schools 
in eastern, central eastern and south eastern Europe and the Baltic states 
(Schulen in Ost-, Mittelost- und Südosteuropa sowie den Baltischen Staaten). Grants are 
available for travel expenses and programme-related costs for the foreign pupils and 
their accompanying teachers. Schools can also apply for a contribution towards the c ost 

https://www.hrk.de/fileadmin/redaktion/hrk/02-Dokumente/02-01-Beschluesse/Internationalisierung_Curricula_Empfehlung_09.05.2017.pdf
https://www.baf%C3%B6g.de/
https://www.baf%C3%B6g.de/
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/glossary-germany
https://www.bmfsfj.de/blob/111964/2f7ae557daa0d2d8fe78f8a3f9569f21/richtlinien-kjp-2017-data.pdf
https://publications.europa.eu/de/publication-detail/-/publication/97c912df-b535-11e6-9e3c-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-31405715
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/eurydice/content/mobility-and-internationalisation-25_en
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/eurydice/content/mobility-and-internationalisation-25_en
http://www.kmk-pad.org/
http://www.kmk.org/
http://www.auswaertiges-amt.de/
https://www.kmk-pad.org/programme/german-american-partnership-program-gapp.html
https://www.kmk-pad.org/programme/schulpartnerschaften-mit-israel.html
https://www.kmk-pad.org/programme/schulpartnerschaften-mit-ost-mittelost-und-suedosteuropa-sowie-baltischen-staaten.html
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of an exchange visit in Germany (up to 1 500 euros). Stays of foreign pupil groups of 
between 7 and 21 days at a German partner school are eligible for these grants. The 
pupils are hosted by local families. The exchanges can take plac e any t ime during the 
school year. From 2017, school partnerships involving eastern Europe and the Baltic 
states can start applying for funding for preparatory visits. Financially supported by the 
Federal Foreign Office (Auswärtiges Amt). 
Support for partnerships with schools around the world (Schulpartnerschaften 
weltweit) (except Europe, the USA and Israel) is provided under the initiative 
“Schools: Partners for the future” (Schulen: Partner der Zukunft, PASCH) of the 
Federal Foreign Office (Auswärtiges Amt). The priority regions are: Afric a, Asia, South-
East Asia, Central Asia, the Caucasus, eastern Europe, the Gulf states, Turkey and the 
Palestinian Territories. PASCH supports mutual exchanges between groups of pupils in 
order to encourage more long-term partnerships between schools in Germany and 
abroad. The initiative pays a grant towards the travel expenses of the German and 
foreign pupils and their accompanying teachers. Grants are also available to c over the 
cost of running a programme for groups of foreign students travelling to Germany. 
Amounts of up to 1 500 euros are available for projects involving German and foreign 
groups. Stays of foreign pupil groups of between 7 and 21 days at a German partner 
school, with accommodation in host families, are eligible for these grants. The exchanges 
can take place any time during the school year. Funding for preparatory visits is also 
available. Financially supported by the Federal Foreign Office. 

Two programmes are funded via foundations. One is the programme school 
partnerships with China (Schulpartnerschaften mit China). In addit ion to the PASCH 
initiative, these partnerships also receive funding from the Mercator Germany-China 
school partnership fund (Mercator Schulpartnerschaftsfonds Deutschland - China). Pupils 
and their accompanying teachers receive a flat-rate contribut ion towards their t ravel 
expenses of up to 450 euros per person (an extra 200 euros per person may be made 
available subject to means testing). Maximum available grant: 7 000 euros (per school in 
Germany and in China). The school exchange must be project-oriented. As a rule, 12 
exchange projects receive funding via this programme each year. 

The junior engineer academy school partnership (Junior-Ingenieur-Akademie-
Schulpartnerschaften) project is funded by Deutsche Telekom St iftung in c ooperation 
with the educational exchange service PAD. It involves technical projects by schools that 
are part of the nationwide network of junior engineers (Junior-Ingenieur-Akademie) in 
cooperation with schools from central, eastern and south-eastern Europe. 
Under Key Action 2 of the European Union’s education programme Erasmus+ (Lei
taktion 2 Erasmus+) Strategic Partnerships are funded in order to encourage innovation 
and the sharing of best practices. Applications for funding are welcomed from schools as 
well as all public- and private-sector organisations and establishments that have a 
thematic connection to pre-schools and schools. A Strategic Partnership is transnational 
and generally involves at least three institutions from three different countries that 
participate in Erasmus+. 

European schools of all levels and pre-schools that are interested in online school 
partnerships can participate in the eTwinning programme. Partnerships between 
German institutions are also eligible. After registration, German teachers are given 
access free of charge to a closed environment containing instruments for media projects. 
Training courses in Germany and abroad as well as online courses are also offered. 

PAD programmes are also open to vocational colleges (Berufsschule) that part icipate in 
the dual vocational training (duale Berufsausbildung) system. 
2. Teachers (Continuing Professional Development, CPD) (selection) 

The CPD courses offered by PAD are open to teachers in Germany and abroad. 

Foreign teachers can spend between two weeks and twelve months at a 
German school depending on the aim of the programme and the target group. CPD for 

https://www.kmk-pad.org/programme/schulpartnerschaften-der-pasch-initiative.html
https://www.kmk-pad.org/programme/schulpartnerschaften-der-pasch-initiative.html
http://www.pasch-net.de/
https://www.kmk-pad.org/programme/mercator-schulpartnerschaftsfonds-deutschland-china.html
https://www.kmk-pad.org/aktuelles/artikelansicht/junior-ingenieur-akademie-schulpartnerschaften.html
https://www.kmk-pad.org/aktuelles/artikelansicht/junior-ingenieur-akademie-schulpartnerschaften.html
https://www.kmk-pad.org/programme/erasmusplus/leitaktion-2-partnerschaften.html
https://www.kmk-pad.org/programme/erasmusplus/leitaktion-2-partnerschaften.html
https://www.kmk-pad.org/programme/etwinning.html
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/glossary-germany
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/glossary-germany
https://www.kmk-pad.org/programme.html
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foreign teachers of German is funded by the Federal Foreign Office (Auswärtiges Amt). 
The programme goals include: 
• Getting to know the German education system, 

• acquiring in-depth professional, methodological and didactic, and language skills as 
well as a better understanding of German culture, 

• updating the teachers’ image of Germany, and 

• allowing them to gather and share intercultural experience. 
CPD and work shadowing for teachers of German involves hands-on classroom 
experience. The CPD courses are a combination of methodology, didactics, language and 
regional studies for teachers of German plus classroom experience. 
The study visits are designed in particular for school principals and administrators from 
north Africa, the Arab-speaking countries and eastern Europe. They serve to promote an 
exchange of experiences among teachers and administrators with their peers from 
Germany, a familiarity with the education and teacher training system here, and a 
familiarity with cooperative forms of school management. 

Teachers from Germany are equally able to complete CPD courses and work 
shadowing abroad. They can take part in a course in Belgium, France, Italy, Spain, 
Taiwan or the UK or gain practical experience in a host school in one of these countries. 

Applications may also be submitted via Key Action 1 of European Union’s education 
programme Erasmus+ (Leitaktion 1 Erasmus+) for CPD for teachers and educational 
staff at schools and pre-school establishments; this promotes the quality of tuit ion by 
offering career development opportunities to teachers and specialist staff. 
3. Pupils (selection) 

The Voltaire programme is offered jointly with the Franco-German Youth Office 
(Deutsch-Französisches Jugendwerk, DFJW). This is a one-year exchange programme for 
German and French pupils. The participants attend school together with their exchange 
partner and are hosted in families. Voltaire gives young people an opportunity to 
experience a long-term stay abroad and obtain intercultural skills. 
The Johannes Rau scholarship programme (Johannes-Rau-Stipendium) is open to 
young Israelis aged 16 to 18 who wish to travel to Germany on a scholarship. 
Beforehand, they have to submit an entry to an essay-writing competition. The 20 best  
entries are selected and the authors invited to come to Germany for 13 days, where they 
update their image of Germany and get to know their German peers. The Israeli 
participants are accommodated in host families. The programme is financially supported 
by the Federal Foreign Office (Auswärtiges Amt). 
The two- to three-week language learning programme "Germany Plus" (Deutschland 
Plus) is open to pupils at secondary schools abroad who have excellent German language 
skills (minimum A2). The participants attend a general secondary school in Germany and 
stay with host families. They are given extra language tuition and attend the same 
classes as their host sisters and brothers. The programme is financially supported by the 
Federal Foreign Office (Auswärtiges Amt). 

The international winners’ programme (Internationales Preisträgerprogramm) invites 
pupils in general-education schools who have outstanding German skills (minimum B1) 
and are winners of nationwide competitions (e.g., German Olympics, etc.). to spend time 
in Germany on a full scholarship. The aim is to encourage them to perfect their language 
skills and update their view of Germany. Participants are accommodated for two weeks in 
host families and attend a comprehensive school or “Gymnasium”-type grammar school. 
They also undertake excursions to Cologne, Bonn, Berlin, Munich and Hamburg to further 
their regional studies knowledge. The programme is financially supported by the Federal 
Foreign Office (Auswärtiges Amt). 

https://www.kmk-pad.org/programme/erasmusplus/leitaktion-1-fortbildung.html
https://www.kmk-pad.org/programme/voltaire.html
https://www.kmk-pad.org/programme/johannes-rau-stipendium.html
https://www.kmk-pad.org/programme/deutschland-plus.html
https://www.kmk-pad.org/programme/deutschland-plus.html
https://www.kmk-pad.org/programme/internationales-preistraegerprogramm.html


Youth policies Germany – 2020  Youth Wiki 

201 

4. University students 
PAD runs various programmes for German and foreign students: 

• Teaching German at US schools. PAD pilot programme. Term: 2017/18 and 
2018/19 academic years. Trainee teachers in any subject with English language skills 
(level B2) can spend eight months as classroom assistants teaching German in US 
schools. Participants are paid a grant of 850 euros per month plus a contribution 
towards travel expenses, visa fees and insurance premiums. Funded by the Standing 
Conference of the Ministers of Education and Cultural Affairs (Kultusministerkonferenz) 
and the federal government (Bundesregierung) under the Transatlantic Program 
through the budget of the European Recovery Program (ERP) of the Federal Minist ry 
for Economic Affairs and Energy (Bundesministerium für Wirtschaft und Energie). 

• Foreign language assistants (Fremdsprachenassistenzkräfte). Most foreign 
language assistants are assigned to secondary schools, where they provide around 12 
hours of classroom language assistance a week in their mother tongue. The 
programme is based on a bilateral agreement between Germany and 13 countries 
around the world. German foreign language assistants who go abroad are paid a 
monthly contribution towards their living expenses by the competent authorities in the 
host country. They must cover their own travel expenses (exceptions exist for the USA 
and China). The students are responsible for arranging their own accommodation, 
although their host institution will normally provide assistance. Foreign language 
assistants from abroad who work in Germany receive a monthly stipend of 800 euros 
that is funded from state (Länder) budgets and partly also by the Federal Foreign 
Office (Auswärtiges Amt). The competent authorities provide them with health, 
accident and third-party liability insurance coverage for the duration of their stay. 

5. Volunteers 

In cooperation with the German Commission for UNESCO, under the programme 
“kulturweit” the Pedagogical Exchange Service (PAD) places volunteers aged 18 to 26 at  
schools abroad where pupils can sit an exam to obtain the German Language Diploma 
(Deutsches Sprachdiplom, DSD) of the Standing Conference of the Ministers of Education 
and Cultural Affairs (Kultusministerkonferenz, KSK) or alternatively at a German School 
Abroad (Deutsche Auslandsschule). The volunteer placement can last six or 12 months. 

In cooperation with the Franco-German Youth Office (Deutsch-Französisches 
Jugendwerk, DFJW) the PAD sends young German volunteers on assignment  to France 
and young French volunteers on assignment to Germany. The school placements last 
eight months. 

Bilateral youth and coordination offices 
Besides the PAD, the bilateral youth offices (Jugendwerke) and coordination offices 
(Koordinierungsstellen) also run school exchange programmes (for individuals and 
groups). These youth offices include inter alia: 

• Franco-German Youth Office (Deutsch-Französisches Jugendwerk, DFJW): The Brigitte 
Sauzay programme of the DFJW encourages individual pupils to take part in a Franco-
German exchange. Participants spend three months each with a host family in the 
other country, as well as at least six weeks in a local school. A grant is paid towards 
the participants’ travel expenses. The total budget is reviewed annually. 

• The German-Polish Youth Office (Deutsch-Polnisches Jugendwerk, DPJW) promotes 
German-Polish exchanges between individual pupils (Deutsch-Polnischer 
Schüleraustausch) during which participants spend between three and six months in 
the host country. German participants are paid a stipend of 100 euros per month plus 
a contribution towards their travel expenses. Total budget: unknown. 

• Foundation for German-Russian Youth Exchange (Stiftung Deutsch-Russischer 
Jugendaustausch, SDRJA): The Foundation organises project-based exchanges 
between German and Russian pupils (Schüler) and apprentices (Auszubildende) in 

https://www.kmk-pad.org/aktuelles/artikelansicht/deutsch-unterrichten-in-den-usa-nachfolgeprogramm-geplant.html
https://www.kmk-pad.org/programme/fremdsprachenassistenzkraefte.html
https://www.dfjw.org/brigitte-sauzay-programm
https://www.dfjw.org/brigitte-sauzay-programm
https://www.dpjw.org/projektfoerderung/jugendprojekt/schulisches-jugendprojekt/
https://www.dpjw.org/projektfoerderung/jugendprojekt/schulisches-jugendprojekt/
https://www.stiftung-drja.de/de/organisieren/forderantrag-stellen/im-schulischen-rahmen.html
https://www.stiftung-drja.de/de/organisieren/forderantrag-stellen/im-schulischen-rahmen/auszubildendenaustausch-neu.html
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Russia and in Germany. The exchanges (up to 30 days) must include at a joint project  
lasting at least five days. The maximum available grant for one pair of exchanges is 
8 000 euros. Participants receive a grant to cover part of their travel expenses. 
Funding is also available for pupils who wish to complete an internship 
(Berufspraktika) in Russia. The Foundation provides funding in addition to that 
provided by the federal states (Länder). Schools must submit an application 
beforehand with the competent state authorities. Provided the state authorities 
contribute from their own budget, this amount is set off against the amount  paid by 
the Foundation. Total budget: unknown. 

• UK-German Connection: The programmes and activities of UK-German Connection are 
open to, inter alia, secondary schools and vocational colleges and have an 
interdisciplinary, theme-specific outlook. Depending on the programme in question, 
the grants help to cover travel expenses, transportation expenses, accommodat ion 
and project costs and materials, and the cost of joint activities and mutual partner 
visits. Applicants must contribute at least 25 % of the total eligible costs themselves 
via, e.g., participants’ contributions, alternative sources of funding, other co-financing 
schemes etc. The maximum payable amount ranges from 500 pounds sterling (or the 
equivalent in euros) to 5 000 pounds sterling depending on the programme. This 
amount may have to be shared between the participating institutions or schools. 

• German-Turkish youth bridge (Deutsch-Türkische Jugendbrücke): Deutsch-Türkische 
Jugendbrücke has launched a series of projects entitled “Strengthening Bridges: Youth 
Exchange between Turkey and Germany” to strengthen German-Turkish exchanges, 
identify and expand promising areas of activity for German-Turkish exchanges and 
support multipliers (April to December 2017). Under the project, funding is provided 
for three model projects that serve to promote an exchange in the area of professional 
preparation and vocational training. Applications are welcomed from vocational 
colleagues, other non-profit or public-sector VET institutions and youth work and 
youth social work providers. The participants are young people and teachers. The 
programme is financially supported by the Federal Foreign Office (Auswärtiges Amt). 

Further programmes 
The development policy school exchange programme (Entwicklungspolitisches 
Schulaustauschprogramm) ENSA, which is funded by the Federal Ministry for Ec onomic  
Cooperation and Development (Bundesministerium für wirtschaftliche Zusammenarbeit  
und Entwicklung, BMZ), provides support to new and existing school partnerships. A 
distinction is made between preparatory trips (Anbahnungsreise) and exchange trips 
(Begegnungsreise). 

• Preparatory trips (Anbahnungsreisen): Trip undertaken by a partner school to 
Germany (incoming) plus trip undertaken by a German school to the partner c ountry 
(outgoing). Duration: approx. 1 week. Conferences and seminars to brief and debrief 
participants in Germany are also offered. Funding is available for trips involving up to 
six participants per trip plus at least two participating pupils. Grant: up to 75 % of 
project and travel costs plus a flat-rate allowance for food up to a maximum of 7 000 
euros per trip. Applications for an inclusion top-up may be submitted where required. 

• Exchange trips (Begegnungsreisen): Trip undertaken by a partner school to Germany 
(incoming) or trip undertaken by a German school to the partner country (outgoing). 
Duration: 14 project days (excluding outbound and inbound travel). Conferences and 
seminars to brief and debrief participants in Germany are also offered. Applications 
are welcomed from German public or private secondary schools, school development 
institutions (Schulförderverein), and non-profit non-governmental organisations. 
Funding is available for one exchange trip per year involving between six and 12 
pupils and accompanying staff under an existing school partnership. Grant: up to 
75 % of project and travel costs plus a flat-rate allowance for food up to a maximum 
of 14 000 euros. Applications for an inclusion top-up may be submitted where 
required. 

https://www.stiftung-drja.de/de/organisieren/forderantrag-stellen/im-schulischen-rahmen.html
http://www.ukgermanconnection.org/home
https://www.jugendbruecke.de/
https://www.jugendbruecke.de/index.php?id=153&L=%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%271%27
https://www.jugendbruecke.de/index.php?id=153&L=%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%271%27
http://ensa.engagement-global.de/
http://ensa.engagement-global.de/
http://www.bmz.de/
http://www.bmz.de/
https://ensa.engagement-global.de/anbahnungsreisen.html
https://ensa.engagement-global.de/begegnungsreisen.html
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“Worldwide training” (Ausbildung Weltweit) is a pilot project funded by the Federal 
Ministry of Education and Research (Bundesministerium für Bildung und Forschung, 
BMBF). Three activities are being run during the 2017 pilot phase: 

• Foreign stays by apprentices as part of their dual vocational training, 
• Foreign stays by instructors and those in responsible positions in the VET system who 

work for non-school VET establishments; abroad, they work on vocational training 
issues (job shadowing, internships, their own teaching work), 

• Preparatory visits. 

Funding is available for foreign stays in any country with the exception of those c overed 
by the Erasmus+ Key Action for mobility in vocational training and those for whic h the 
Federal Foreign Office (Auswärtiges Amt) has issued a travel warning. Applic at ions are 
welcomed from training providers and non-school VET establishments across Germany. 
The German Academic Exchange Service (Deutscher Akademischer Austauschdienst, 
DAAD) is the world’s largest funding organisation for international exchanges between 
students and researchers. The DAAD’s programmes range from semesters abroad for 
university students and Ph.D. programmes to internships, guest lectureships, information 
visits and projects to establish universities abroad. The DAAD and it s programmes are 
mainly funded from public sources. Main sources of funding: Federal Foreign Office 
(Auswärtiges Amt, 39 %), BMBF (23 %), BMZ (10 %), and the European Union (18 %). 
Total budget in 2015: 471 million euros. Number of successful applic ants in 2016: 131 
229 individuals (59 827 via project funding, 44 709 via Erasmus+, 26 693 via individual 
applications). Example programmes: 

• The programme “Hands-on Russia” (Russland in der Praxis) is part of the “Go East” 
initiative and enables German students and university graduates to c omplete a six-
month internship in a Russian company. 

• The language assistants’ programme (DAAD-Sprachassistentenprogramm) of the 
German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD) is designed especially for young 
university graduates with a degree in German studies, German as a foreign language, 
regional studies, social sciences and the humanities. Participants are plac ed for one 
year at a foreign university, with the option to extend by another year if  they wish. 
They usually receive support by a DAAD representative on the ground. Participants are 
paid a monthly stipend (ranging from around 1 100 to 1 700 euros depending on the 
country). The DAAD pays a flat-rate allowance towards their travel expenses and pays 
for health, accident and third-party liability insurance coverage. Participants can 
undergo a language course before departure or during their placement (paid for by the 
DAAD). 

The Goethe Institute (Goethe-Institut), the Federal Republic of Germany’s cultural 
institute with offices around the world, launched a national scholarship programme 
known as “SCHULWÄRTS!” in 2015. It places trainee and recently qualified teachers from 
Germany in schools abroad that are affiliated with the Goethe Institute. The programme 
was designed with teachers in the STEM subjects in mind (science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics). The aim is to put the support provided to the schools 
abroad by the Goethe Institute on a long-term footing and to help internationalise 
teacher training. Short-term placements in China and Turkey under this scheme are also 
financially supported by the Mercator Foundation (Stiftung Mercator). Applic ations are 
welcomed from trainee teachers from Germany who are completing a bachelor’s or 
master’s degree, trainee teachers who have passed the first state examination (1. 
Staatsexamen), and young teachers with any subject combination and who are qualif ied 
to work in any type of school. 
Funding is available for two-month placements with a stipend of 2 000 euros and four-
month placements with a stipend of 3 000 euros (1 000 euros paid as a one-off plus 500 
euros per month). The interns receive professional support on the ground from teaching 

https://www.go-ibs.de/angebote/fuer-unternehmen/ausbildung-weltweit/
http://www.bmbf.de/
http://www.daad.de/
http://www.daad.de/
https://www.daad.de/medien/daad_folder_image_d_2016_170628-s8.pdf
https://goeast.daad.de/de/22617/index.html
https://goeast.daad.de/de/23285/index.html
https://goeast.daad.de/de/23285/index.html
https://www.daad.de/ausland/lehren/sprachassistenzen/de/
https://www.goethe.de/
https://www.goethe.de/schulwaerts
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experts working for the local Goethe Institute offices. Any organisational issues are 
resolved with the help of counsellors (teachers) appointed by the schools: 
• Points of contact and important addresses, 

• Assistance with finding accommodation and registering with the local authorities, 

• Drawing up job shadowing and lesson plans, 

• Scheduling appointments with school management, 
• Translation help, 

• Introduction to the school infrastructure, etc. 

By the end of 2017, approx. 150 scholarship holders will have completed a 
SCHULWÄRTS! placement. Applications can be submitted on at least two dates each 
year. There are international programmes as well as special programmes for individual 
countries. The application process, the selection process and the departure usually take 
place within the space of 12 months. SCHULWÄRTS! is known for the strong professional 
and organisational support it provides to its scholarship holders prior to departure and 
abroad. Total budget: unknown. Reviews by returnees from the SCHULWÄRTS! 
programme. 

Besides PAD as the National Agency for the Erasmus+ School Education and eTwinning 
programme, there are three other agencies that implement the Erasmus+ programme in 
Germany: 

• Higher education: National Agency for EU Higher Education Cooperation within the 
German Academic Exchange Service (Deutscher Akademischer Austauschdienst, 
DAAD), 

• Vocational training/adult education: National Agency “Education for Europe” within the 
Federal Institute for Vocational Education and Training (Bundesinstitut für 
Berufsbildung, BiBB), 

• Youth in Action: JUGEND für Europa, Germany’s National Agency for the ERASMUS+ 
Youth In Action programme. 

For further information see also 
• Studying in Germany, 

• Eurydice website (Germany > Mobility in Early Childhood and School Education), 

• Youth Wiki > Employment & Entrepreneurship > Cross-Border Mobility in Employment, 
Entrepreneurship and Vocational Opportunities, 

• Eurydice website (Germany > Mobility in Higher Education), 
• Eurydice website (Germany > Mobility in Adult Education and Training). 

Promoting mobility in the context of non-formal learning, and of 
youth work 
The Child and Youth Plan of the federation (Kinder- und Jugendplan des Bundes, KJP), 
the most important promotion instrument for child and youth services at  federal level, 
also supports international youth exchanges. The supported activities are subject to the 
guidelines (Richtlinien) of the Child and Youth Plan. They detail, inter alia, the general 
rules and regulations governing financial support, the scope and amount available, and 
the requirements to be complied with. 

The bilateral youth offices (Jugendwerke) and coordination offices (Koordinierungsstellen) 
promote and support international youth exchanges. For instance, the Franco-German 
Youth Office (Deutsch-Französisches Jugendwerk) promotes youth exchanges that are 
organised by youth associations and clubs, cities, municipalities and twinning committees 

https://www.goethe.de/de/spr/mag/20819299.html
https://www.goethe.de/de/spr/mag/20819299.html
http://www.erasmusplus.de/
http://eu.daad.de/
http://eu.daad.de/
http://www.na-bibb.de/
http://www.na-bibb.de/
http://www.jugendfuereuropa.de/
https://www.study-in.de/en/
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/eurydice/content/mobility-early-childhood-and-school-education-25_en
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/37-cross-border-mobility-employment-entrepreneurship-and-vocational-10
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/37-cross-border-mobility-employment-entrepreneurship-and-vocational-10
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/eurydice/content/mobility-higher-education-25_en
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/eurydice/content/mobility-adult-education-and-training-25_en
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/glossary-germany
https://www.bmfsfj.de/blob/111964/2f7ae557daa0d2d8fe78f8a3f9569f21/richtlinien-kjp-2017-data.pdf
https://www.dfjw.org/jugendbegegnungen
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in Germany and France. The guidelines of the Franco-German Youth Off ice (Ric htlinien 
DFJW) provide the framework for its work. 
There are various initiatives to strengthen and promote learning mobility: 

Initiative “Opportunities through exchange” (Chancen eröffnen durch 
Austausch und Begegnung) 

The Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth 
(Bundesministerium für Familie, Senioren, Frauen und Jugend, BMFSFJ) has extended it s 
youth strategy to include the initiative “Opportunities through exchange” (Chancen 
eröffnen durch Austausch und Begegnung). It aims to strengthen international youth 
exchanges as well as the youth organisations that offer them. In particular, international 
youth exchanges should be made available to young people who previously have not 
been the traditional target group. Main activities: 

• Extending existing activities, lowering barriers, 

• improving the provision of information, 
• promoting the recognition of cross-border learning achievements, 

• supporting and training experts, 

• creating a meaningful and reliable body of data. 
As part of this Ministry scheme, the youth policy initiative “JiVE - Youth Work 
International - Experiencing Diversity” (Jugendarbeit international - Vielfalt erleben) 
made a tangible contribution towards implementing the objectives of the Youth Ministry’s 
youth strategy for 2015-2018 (Acting for a child- and youth-friendly society/Handeln für 
eine jugendgerechte Gesellschaft). JiVE consisted of various sub-initiatives that 
contribute towards the overall aim of giving all young people access to international 
youth work activities. The initiative was coordinated by IJAB, the Internat ional Youth 
Service of the Federal Republic of Germany (IJAB - Fachstelle für Internationale 
Jugendarbeit der Bundesrepublik Deutschland e.V.). The coordination was funded by the 
Child and Youth Plan of the federation (Kinder- und Jugendplan des Bundes, KJP). The 
sub-initiatives and responsible partners were: 

• Kommune goes International - IJAB, 

• AG International mobil zum Beruf – aktuelles forum e.V., 
• INTERNATIONALE JUGENDARBEIT IM PLAN (IJIP) – IJAB, 

• Jugendsozialarbeit macht mobil (Kooperationsverbund Jugendsozialarbeit), 

• Mach mit! Jugendmobilität zwischen Deutschland und der Türkei - Deutsch-Türkisc he 
Jugendbrücke gGmbH, 

• SPORTIVE - Deutsche Sportjugend (German Sports Youth), 
• JugendAuslandsBerater (JAB) in NRW (coordinated by transfer e.V.), 

• Kompetenznachweis International (KNI) in der Erziehungshilfe im Ausland - 
Bundesverband Individual- und Erlebnispädagogik e.V. 

The outcomes of the sub-initiatives include: 

• IJIP: a dossier discussing potential activities for local international youth work off ices 
(“Lokale Fachstelle Internationale Jugendarbeit”); a manual for local-level 
international youth work in which local authorities participating in IJIP share their 
practical experiences (“Internationale Jugendarbeit kommunal verankern – 
Instrumente der Jugendhilfeplanung erfolgreich nutzen!”); and a series of training 
courses on local-level child and youth services planning to better understand how 
international youth work can be established at the local level. 

https://www.dfjw.org/media/directives-richtlinien-2019.pdf
https://www.dfjw.org/media/directives-richtlinien-2019.pdf
http://www.bmfsbfj.de/
https://www.jugendgerecht.de/initiative-jugendaustausch/
https://www.jugendgerecht.de/initiative-jugendaustausch/
https://www.ijab.de/jive/
http://www.ijab.de/
http://www.ijab.de/
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• JAB: Implementation of a peer-to-peer-based training course for young people wishing 
to advise their peers in schools on going broad. 

• KNI: a manual on using the recognition tool “Kompetenznachweis International” (KNI) 
in educational projects abroad. 

Thanks to support given to youth initiatives and peer-to-peer projects to develop 
European and international youth work, with funding from the Federal Youth Minist ry’s 
innovation fund (Innovationsfonds), innovative approaches by and for young people c an 
be trialled and implemented. 

In addition, the active involvement of young people is encouraged in order to raise the 
visibility of international youth work by having suitable organisations host centralised 
youth events (youth meetings, conferences, parliaments (2016-2017). Participants thus 
become ambassadors for European and international youth work and share their posit ive 
experiences with their peers via social networks, schools, peer groups etc. 

The initiative “Opportunities through exchange” (Chancen eröffnen durch Austausch und 
Begegnung) is a longer-term strategy to strengthen international youth exchanges. It will 
be further developed in cooperation with international youth work organisations and 
specialised offices. 
African-German Youth Initiative 

The African-German Youth Initiative (Deutsch-Afrikanische Jugendinitiative, DAJ) is 
designed to promote exchange between young people in African countries and Germany. 
It is a political initiative that is implemented on behalf of the Federal Ministry for 
Economic Cooperation and Development (Bundesministerium für wirtschaftliche 
Zusammenarbeit und Entwicklung, BMZ) and the African Union (Afrikanische Union, AU). 
One year on, the initiative has shown that existing programmes have been financially 
strengthened and the number of participants raised significantly [e.g. school exchange 
programmes incoming (to Germany) 2015: 119, 2016: 185]. In addition, the initiative 
ran a number of events on international expert exchanges. 
Initiative “Austausch macht Schule” 

The school exchange initiative “Austausch macht Schule” is run by specialised offices for 
international school exchanges and youth work in Germany in cooperation with the 
Pedagogical Exchange Service (Pädagogischer Austauschdienst, PAD) of the Standing 
Conference of the Ministers of Education and Cultural Affairs (Kultusministerkonferenz). 
The aim is to give ALL pupils an opportunity to take part in a school exchange. The 
initiative seeks to make international school exchanges a firm part of the education 
system and raise public awareness of their importance as a valuable plac e of learning. 
Several events have been held since it was launched. The Foundation for German-
Russian Youth Exchange (Stiftung Deutsch-Russischer Jugendaustausch) set up a 
transfer office in December 2016. This office is a permanent point of contact for 
organisations, supporters and interested individuals who wish to know more about  the 
initiative. The initiative is funded by Robert Bosch Stiftung and the Mercator Foundation 
(Mercator Stiftung).  

Campaign #meinauslandspraktikum 

The National Agency “Education for Europe” (Nationale Agentur Bildung für Europa) at  
the Federal Institute for Vocational Education and Training (Bundesinstitut für 
Berufsbildung, BIBB) has launched a campaign known as #meinauslandsprakt ikum. Run 
on behalf of the Federal Ministry of Education (Bundesbildungsministerium, BMBF), it 
aims to encourage more young people to complete an internship abroad. Images on 
Instagram (@meinauslandspraktikum) and videos on the Youtube channel “My 
traineeship abroad” (Mein Auslandspraktikum) are to encourage young people to explore 
going abroad. 

  

http://www.jugendgerecht.de/innovationsfonds
https://daj.engagement-global.de/
http://www.bmz.de/
http://www.bmz.de/
http://www.bmz.de/de/presse/aktuelleMeldungen/2017/juni/170630_pm_086_Junge-Afrikaner-und-Europaeer-zusammenbringen-Ein-Jahr-Deutsch-Afrikanische-Jugendinitiative/index.jsp
http://www.bmz.de/de/presse/aktuelleMeldungen/2017/juni/170630_pm_086_Junge-Afrikaner-und-Europaeer-zusammenbringen-Ein-Jahr-Deutsch-Afrikanische-Jugendinitiative/index.jsp
http://www.austausch-macht-schule.org/
http://www.bibb.de/
http://www.bibb.de/
https://www.na-bibb.de/erasmus-berufsbildung/mobilitaet/mein-auslandspraktikum/
https://www.instagram.com/meinauslandspraktikum/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrPja604vmauBi-TTIoASUg
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Quality assurance 
Quality assurance is an important issue in the context of mobility programmes. However, 
there is no uniform quality assurance system for any of the mentioned programmes. 
Every programme has its own system and is subject to the respective rules and 
regulations of the funding providers. Normally, there are preparatory seminars 
beforehand and debriefing sessions afterwards. Some programmes also offer an interim 
evaluation session. Normally, there are points of contact on the ground who are on hand 
to assist participants. 

Funding applications from programmes that do not meet the formal criteria are rejected. 
After a project is completed, reports must be written and submitted to the relevant 
funding partner or implementing organisation. Funds may also be clawed back if, for 
instance, fewer participants sign up than expected and applied for. 
A membership in an umbrella association for international youth work, a working group 
or a network, e.g. the working group of non-profit youth exchange organisations 
(Arbeitskreis gemeinnütziger Jugendaustauschorganisationen, AJA), the central 
association of international youth service providers and youth social services 
organisations (Trägerkonferenz der Internationalen Jugendgemeinschafts- und 
Jugendsozialdienste) or the Learning and Helping Overseas Association (Arbeitskreis 
"Lernen und Helfen in Übersee", AKLHÜ), indicates compliance with certain quality 
standards. 
IJAB has produced manuals, some in cooperation with third parties, that support 
international youth work experts in their work. They include, e.g., a manual on quality in 
international youth work projects (Handbuch zu Qualität in Formaten der internationalen 
Jugendarbeit). It provides an overview of the main international youth work formats and 
what characterises them. It also refers to existing quality instruments. A working group 
on quality criteria in international youth work consisting of representatives of German 
youth organisations and their umbrella associations has, with IJAB as coordinator, 
produced a list of such quality criteria (Qualitätskriterien und Indikatoren für die 
internationale Jugendarbeit). More information on quality management is available on 
IJAB’s website. 

A mechanism that has been used for years to evaluate youth exchanges is “Evaluat ion 
Internationaler Jugendbegegnungen”. Since 2017, it has been available for use via the 
online platform i-EVAL in various languages (German, French, English, Polish). i-EVAL 
offers scientifically produced questionnaires that cover all relevant  aspects of a youth 
exchange. Users can add their own questions to the questionnaire.  
For further information on quality assurance systems see also Youth Wiki > Germany > 
Youth Volunteering at national level > Quality Assurance (QA) 

6.6 Social inclusion through education and training 
Educational support 
Target groups 

Among the target groups for special educational measures are young members of the 
immigrant community (Migrationshintergrund), young refugees, young people with 
physical or intellectual disabilities, young people from socially disadvantaged 
backgrounds, and NEETs. 

Policies in formal education 

Owing to Germany’s federal structure, responsibility for education policy is carried by the 
federal states. The Federal Education Ministry (Bundesbildungsministerium, BMBF) 
handles overarching issues relating to the education system, such as the development of 
an all-day school system. 

https://www.ijab.de/uploads/tx_ttproducts/datasheet/ija-qualitaet-ijab-web.pdf
https://www.ijab.de/uploads/tx_ttproducts/datasheet/ija-qualitaet-ijab-web.pdf
https://www.ijab.de/fileadmin/user_upload/documents/PDFs/Quali/Qualitaetskriterien_Indikatoren.pdf
https://www.ijab.de/fileadmin/user_upload/documents/PDFs/Quali/Qualitaetskriterien_Indikatoren.pdf
https://www.ijab.de/was-wir-tun/weiterentwicklung/portfolio/qualitaetsmanagement/
https://www.i-eval.eu/
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/25-youth-volunteering-national-level-germany#125
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/25-youth-volunteering-national-level-germany#125
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/glossary-germany
http://www.bmbf.de/
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According to the 2018 Education Report (Bildungsbericht), the issue of teaching pupils of 
varying abilities together and of streaming pupils according to their academic 
performance is an ongoing point of debate in Germany. Generally speaking, the number 
of schools that teach mixed-ability groups together for longer and offer a variety of 
school-leaving qualifications is on the rise. 

All-day schools (Ganztagsschulen) offer the right infrastructure for teaching mixed-ability 
groups together both inside and outside the classroom. The addit ional sports, c ultural 
and other activities they offer are open to all children and adolescents. The federal and 
state governments have spent a total of 4 billion euros on the investment  programme 
“The future of education and childcare” (Zukunft Bildung und Betreuung, IZBB), 
specifically on developing a system of all-day schools. Local authorities and other sc hool 
organisations contributed at least 10% of the amount invested. Federal funds went to 8 
262 all-day schools across the country. Owing to Germany’s federal system, the federal 
states are responsible for any decisions relating to all-day schools. The rules on all- day 
schools hence vary from state to state. On the one hand, there are framework 
agreements between the authorities responsible for education and various umbrella 
organisations and associations. These agreements detail the organisational and financ ial 
cornerstones of cooperation between schools and associations, federations and 
institutions when it comes to providing all-day activities. On the other hand, schools may 
opt to sign cooperation agreements with local or regional non-school partners, e.g., state 
sports associations (Landessportverbände/-sportbünde), state associations for c ultural 
youth education (Landesvereinigungen kultureller Jugendbildung), regional youth 
councils (Landesjugendringe) or state fire service associations 
(Landesfeuerwehrverbände). 

Education promotion instruments and measures 

Germany has many instruments to promote education for all, in particular for (young) 
people from low-income families. Grants available under the Federal Training Assistance 
Act (Bundesausbildungsförderungsgesetz, BAföG) are relevant here. Pupils rec eive the 
BAföG subsidy as a grant rather than a repayable loan. By contrast, university students 
normally receive half the BAFöG subsidies as a grant, half as an interest-free repayable 
government loan. The Upgrading Training Assistance Act 
(Aufstiegsfortbildungsförderungsgesetz, AFBG) supports qualified professionals, 
especially young professionals, in funding an advanced training course that will give them 
a higher qualification. 

The Federal Government’s “education package” (Bildungspaket) provides assistance to 
children and adolescents up to their 18th or 25th birthday whose families receive 
unemployment benefit II (Arbeitslosengeld II) or social benefit (Sozialgeld) in accordance 
with Social Code Book II (Sozialgesetzbuch, SGB II), social assistance in accordance with 
Social Code Book XII (Sozialgesetzbuch, SGB XII), benefits in accordance with the 
Asylum Seekers Benefits Act (Asylbewerberleistungsgesetz), supplementary child 
allowance in accordance with the Act on Family Allowances (Bundeskindergeldgesetz) or 
housing benefit in accordance with the Housing Benefits Act (Wohngeldgesetz). The 
education package includes, inter alia, financial assistance for 
• learning support (extra tuition, generally limited to 35 hours per school year) 

• school supplies (cash benefit to be spent on material such as pens, c ompasses, gym 
kits, atlas, etc.) 

• participation in social and cultural activities (e.g., art classes, club membership fees, 
participation in camps) 

See also Youth Wiki > Germany > Social Inclusion > Inclusive Programmes for Young 
People > Programmes specific for vulnerable young people > Education package 
(Bildungspaket) 

Young refugees receive extra language tuition or are assigned to language support 
groups (also known as welcome classes, preparation classes or language classes) in 

https://www.bildungsbericht.de/de/bildungsberichte-seit-2006/bildungsbericht-2018/pdf-bildungsbericht-2018/bildungsbericht-2018.pdf
http://www.ganztagsschulen.org/
https://www.ganztagsschulen.org/de/868.php
https://www.kmk.org/fileadmin/Dateien/veroeffentlichungen_beschluesse/2015/2015-12-03-Ganztagsschulbericht.pdf
https://www.kmk.org/fileadmin/Dateien/veroeffentlichungen_beschluesse/2015/2015-12-03-Ganztagsschulbericht.pdf
https://www.baf%C3%B6g.de/
http://www.bildungsbericht.de/de/nationaler-bildungsbericht
http://www.bildungsbericht.de/de/nationaler-bildungsbericht
http://www.bildungspaket.bmas.de/
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/glossary-germany
http://www.bildungspaket.bmas.de/
http://www.bildungspaket.bmas.de/
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/44-inclusive-programmes-young-people-germany#121
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/44-inclusive-programmes-young-people-germany#121
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/44-inclusive-programmes-young-people-germany#121
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schools or in special preparatory vocational classes. Children and adolesc ents requiring 
special needs education are mostly taught in special needs schools (Förderschulen), 
although a rising number is now taught inclusively in mainstream schools. In all federal 
states the proportion accounted for by these schools has continued to rise. For instance, 
inclusion assistants (Inklusionsassistenten) are currently employed in schools in Saxony. 
They support inclusion processes and enable all children and adolescents to part icipate 
equitably in the education system. 
When it comes to giving young refugees access to the vocational training system, they 
first need help with finding their way around the German academic and vocational 
training system and with acquiring basic skills (German language skills, social skills etc.). 
There are a large number of programmes and activities designed with this purpose, 
ranging from career guidance to assistance with finding and applying for apprenticeships 
(Ausbildung). See also Youth Wiki > Employment & Entrepreneurship > Career Guidance 
and Counselling 
See also Youth Wiki > Germany > Social Inclusion > Inclusive Programmes for Young 
People. 

See also Eurydice > Germany  

• Educational Support and Guidance,  

• Support Measures for Learners in Early Childhood and School Education, 
• Support Measures for Learners in Higher Education.  

Further measures in the federal states 

Hamburg: Support programme for schools in socially disadvantaged areas 
Since May 2013 Hamburg’s school authorities have supported eleven primary sc hools, 
nine district schools (Stadtteilschulen) and three Gymnasium-type schools in particularly 
disadvantaged areas of the city. The support provided under the programme “23+ strong 
schools” (23+ starke Schulen) includes, inter alia, additional teachers, c ounselling and 
support by experts and foundations, and encourages the active involvement of parents 
and pupils. The programme focuses on school and lesson development. After summer 
2017, the project will be extended to over 30 schools. Besides numerous other types of 
support, the participating schools will be given up to 42 addit ional teaching posts per 
year. One of the focal areas of the programme is to develop and implement  addit ional 
learning and educational activities in the afternoon as part of the all-day school 
programme. Financially supported by the City of Hamburg 

• Sub-project: School mentors 

The project “School mentors – Together for strong schools” (Schulmentoren – Hand in 
Hand für starke Schulen (2014-2017) involves parents acting as mentors. The project 
was extended and continued 1st October 2017. Pupils and external volunteer mentors 
work directly with selected pupils. The mentors’ duties are determined by the sc hools. 
They may include counselling other parents, supporting pupils throughout  their sc hool 
day, reading assistance, career counselling or joint leisure ac t ivities. The mentors are 
given special training. Financially supported by the City of Hamburg, ESF.  
Bavaria: Education package “Excited about education! Support, grants, research” (Für 
Bildung begeistern! Fördern, Fordern, Forschen) 
The Bavarian education package (Bildungspaket ,Für Bildung begeistern! Fördern, 
Fordern, Forschen’) covers, inter alia, the following:  

• Extra support for special needs schools and for more inclusion. Special needs sc hools 
are given extra teaching posts (2018: 50. 2019/20: 100 each). Inclusion is improved 
(with 100 extra teaching posts each in 2019 and 2020). The c apacit ies of Bavaria’s 
universities for special needs teacher training are being expanded, with five new 
professorships in this field. 

https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/glossary-germany
http://www.bildungspaket.bmas.de/
https://www.bmwi.de/Redaktion/DE/Publikationen/Europa/nationales-reformprogramm-2017.pdf?__blob=publicationFile&v=24
https://www.bmwi.de/Redaktion/DE/Publikationen/Europa/nationales-reformprogramm-2017.pdf?__blob=publicationFile&v=24
https://www.bibb.de/dokumente/pdf/bibb_datenreport_2017.pdf
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/34-career-guidance-and-counselling-germany
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/34-career-guidance-and-counselling-germany
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/44-inclusive-programmes-young-people-germany
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/44-inclusive-programmes-young-people-germany
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/eurydice/content/educational-support-and-guidance-25_en
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/eurydice/content/support-measures-learners-early-childhood-and-school-education-25_en
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/eurydice/content/support-measures-learners-higher-education-25_en
http://www.hamburg.de/23plus/schulen
http://www.hamburg.de/schulmentoren
http://www.hamburg.de/schulmentoren
https://www.km.bayern.de/pressemitteilung/10652/nr-130-vom-06-04-2017.html
https://www.km.bayern.de/pressemitteilung/10652/nr-130-vom-06-04-2017.html
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• Stronger vocational education through the “Vocational Training” initiative (Beruflic he 
Bildung). In 2019 and 2020, 100 additional teaching posts will be created at upper 
secondary vocational schools. The bonus paid to those completing a vocational 
qualification that is, or is equivalent to, a master craftsman qualification (Meister) is 
being raised to 1 500 euros on average (total cost p.a.: approx. 17 million euros). In 
addition, in 2018, 10 million euros will be spent promoting investments in voc ational 
education and training institutions, plus 5 million euros will go towards VET centres of 
excellence (Exzellenzzentren) in the field of Industry 4.0. 

• Expansion of reserve teachers for schools. In 2018 and 2019, 100 additional reserve 
teaching posts at “Realschule” type secondary schools and an addit ional 50 mobile 
reserve teaching posts for primary and lower secondary schools (Grundschulen, 
Mittelschulen) will be created. 

• Stronger support for school principals at primary, secondary and vocational sc hools. 
150 posts will be created in 2018 to enable principals to spend more time on their 
management tasks. In addition, in 2018 the number of school administration posts will 
be increased by 150. 

• Stronger support for highly gifted students (Begabtenförderung) under the programme 
“Fit for the future: Support and research” (Fit für die Zukunft: Fördern und Forschen). 

Financially supported by Bavaria. 

Bavaria: Vocational orientation measures “Berufsorientierungs-Modul Integration” 
Under the vocational orientation programme “Berufsorientierungs-Modul Integration”, 
more than 1 300 pupils at lower secondary level (years 7 to 9) who have been displac ed 
and are highly likely to be given leave to remain receive around 60 additional units of 
tuition. The curriculum contained fixed elements (language tuition for certain 
occupational profiles, education pathways, support before and during vocational training) 
but also elective subjects (students’ interests and talents, basic skills, desired 
occupations, requirements of certain occupations, how to apply for jobs). The aim of this 
programme is to enable students to familiarise themselves with the general and 
vocational education system (notably the dual system of vocational training, “duale 
Ausbildung”), improve their language skills (notably specialist language), acquire an 
ability to source information and choose their own careers, and develop strategies to find 
an apprenticeship or traineeship. Financially supported by Bavaria. 
Baden-Württemberg: Student mentoring programmes (social responsibility) 

Baden-Württemberg runs various student mentoring programmes 
(Schülermentoringprogramme, SMP) with different priority areas. In the context of social 
responsibility, the SMP “Learning social responsibility” (Soziale Verantwortung lernen) 
trains pupils to become mentors. The programme is implemented in cooperation with 
youth work organisations. Once trained, the young mentors then run volunteer 
programmes in schools, society or in church youth groups. Financially supported by the 
Ministry of Culture, Youth and Sports of Baden-Württemberg (Kultusministerium Baden-
Württemberg). 

Baden-Württemberg: Model projects to prepare severely disabled young people for the 
mainstream labour market 

Baden-Württemberg has two model projects (one a preparatory vocational inst itution, 
the other a cooperative preparatory vocational institution) to prepare young people with 
a severe disability (mainly intellectual disability) for the mainstream labour market. They 
are based on a cooperation agreement between the Ministry of Culture 
(Kultusministerium), the Stuttgart regional government (Regionaldirektion), the Federal 
Employment Agency (Bundesagentur für Arbeit) and the regional association for youth 
and social affairs (Kommunalverband für Jugend und Soziales). Meanwhile, the state’s 
legislation on schools has been amended to make these projects part of the regular 
education system. The measures are provided state-wide. Under the federal inc lusion 

http://www.schuelermentor.de/
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initiative (Bundesinitiative Inklusion), some elements of the projects (e.g., career 
pathway conferences, assisted traineeships) have been extended to all spec ial needs 
areas as well as to pupils with autism and epilepsy. Financially supported by Baden-
Württemberg. 

Mecklenburg-Western Pomerania: Project “Additional/intensive lessons and c oaching” 
(Ergänzungs-/Teilungsstunden und Coaching) 

Since August 2015 (end of project: end of July 2022), 34 schools and 175 c lasses with 
pupils in years 5 through 9 have been given targeted support in the shape of addit ional 
lessons to help them leave school with the best possible school leaving qualif ic ation for 
them. Each class has three hours a week to spend on lessons in the core subjects 
German, maths and English and on coaching teachers. Financially supported by 
Mecklenburg-Western Pomerania, ESF. 
North Rhine-Westphalia: “Zukunftsschulen NRW – Netzwerk Lernkultur Individuelle 
Förderung” 
The initiative “Future schools in NRW” (Zukunftsschulen NRW – Netzwerk Lernkultur 
Individuelle Förderung) of the North Rhine-Westphalian Ministry of School and Education 
(Ministerium für Schule und Bildung des Landes Nordrhein-Westfalen) supports sc hools 
that want to align their curricula and approaches within a network and in c ooperation 
with “reference schools” (Referenzschulen) with the principle of personalised support. 
Financially supported by: North Rhine-Westphalia (Ministry of School and Education). 

More information on activities and programmes in the federal states to improve 
education standards is available in the National Reform Programme (Nationales 
Reformprogramm) 2017.  

More information on projects and activities in the federal states to improve reading skills 
is available on the website “Reading in Germany” (Lesen in Deutschland). 

Programmes/projects/initiatives (non-formal/informal learning/youth work) 

Youth association work activities (e.g., group work, holiday camps etc.) are structured in 
such a way as to promote non-formal and informal learning for all young people, where 
possible. The youth leader training scheme Juleica also serves to create generally 
accepted standards for promoting education, social cohesion and equal opportunities. 

One major area of activity, e.g., to promote reading skills, is cultural youth education. 
One of part of this is the programme Culture builds strength – Alliances for education 
(Kultur macht stark – Bündnisse für Bildung). It is funded by the Federal Ministry of 
Education and Research (Bundesministerium für Bildung und Forschung). Its t ime frame 
was extended in 2018 until 2022. It aims to promote cultural education projects outside 
of schools. Measures include: Local citizens across Germany form alliances for education 
to implement projects for children and young people who have little to no access to 
cultural education, such as mentoring programmes, reading programmes, holiday camps, 
and music, dance, and drama and circus projects. This nationwide programme is 
currently being implemented by 32 associations and initiatives that function as partners. 
Public libraries also offer free access to education, information and literature, above all to 
children from disadvantaged families. The libraries offer various initiatives and projects to 
encourage children and adolescents to enjoy reading, e.g., early reader initiatives, 
summer reading clubs, the acquisition of a “library licence” (Bibliotheksführerschein), 
library sleep-overs, read-aloud sessions and quizzes. 

Youth social work offers many educational activities, notably as part of school social work 
(Schulsozialarbeit) and vocational assistance for young people (Jugendberufshilfe), 
including working groups and projects at schools. See also Youth Wiki > Germany > 
Social Inclusion > Inclusive Programmes for Young People > Programmes specific for 
vulnerable young people > Special programmes to promote young people’s social 
integration Support for youth social work  

https://www.bildung-mv.de/lehrer/eu-foerderung/ergaenzungs--teilungsstunden-und-coaching/
http://www.zukunftsschulen-nrw.de/
http://www.zukunftsschulen-nrw.de/
https://www.bmwi.de/Redaktion/DE/Publikationen/Europa/nationales-reformprogramm-2017.pdf?__blob=publicationFile&v=24
https://www.bmwi.de/Redaktion/DE/Publikationen/Europa/nationales-reformprogramm-2017.pdf?__blob=publicationFile&v=24
http://www.lesen-in-deutschland.de/html/overview.php?object=journal&lid=17
http://www.juleica.de/
http://www.buendnisse-fuer-bildung.de/
http://www.lesen-in-deutschland.de/html/content.php?object=journal&lid=52&start=0&display=18
http://www.lesen-in-deutschland.de/html/content.php?object=journal&lid=52&start=0&display=18
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/44-inclusive-programmes-young-people-germany#121
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/44-inclusive-programmes-young-people-germany#121
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/44-inclusive-programmes-young-people-germany#121
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/44-inclusive-programmes-young-people-germany#121
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Youth information centres (Jugendinformationszentren) offer information on ways for 
young people to gain access to youth work activities.  
Information and material for child and youth services experts is offered on the expert 
portal (Fachkräfteportal) for child and youth services, which sorts the informat ion into 
certain thematic areas, e.g., inclusion (Inklusion), all-day education (Ganztagsbildung) 
and young refugees (Junge Flüchtlinge). 

See also Youth Wiki > Germany > Social Inclusion 
• Inclusive Programmes for Young People  

• Initiatives Promoting Social Inclusion and Raising Awareness  

• Youth work to foster social inclusion  
Public-sector funding 

The budget for education, research and science is divided into sub-budgets. In 2013, 
Germany spent 234.7 billion euros on education, research and sc ience (9.1% of GDP). 
Spending in 2014 is estimated to have reached 265.5 billion euros (9.1% of GDP). The 
education area that receives most of the education budget is schools and school-related 
affairs. In 2013, the share accounted for by this budget item was 47% (2015: 52.6%). In 
2013, around four fifths of total education funds came from the federal government , the 
federal states and the local authorities. The remaining fifth was contributed by private 
households, non-profit organisations, private-sector companies, and foreign contributors. 
Federal government spending across all education areas accounted for 10%, the federal 
states contributed 53%, and the local authorities provided 16%. In the primary sc hool, 
vocational training and further training sectors, private households, non-profit 
organisations and private-sector companies traditionally contribute st rongly, while the 
secondary school and higher education sectors are largely publicly funded. In the primary 
school sector in particular, local authority funding plays a major role at 49%. Secondary 
school and higher education spending is mainly the responsibility of the federal states. 
Vocational education pathways and further training are largely privately funded. 

In 2014, federal and state government spending on federal education assistance (BAföG) 
amounted to 3.14 billion euros, of which almost two thirds were paid out  in the form of 
grants. The remainder was paid out as loans. In 2015, the federal government  took on 
full responsibility for BAföG spending. 

The Child and Youth Plan of the federation (Kinder- und Jugendplan des Bundes) is the 
main source of funding for child and youth services, including youth work, at the federal 
level and is part of the budget of the Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Cit izens, 
Women and Youth (Bundesministerium für Familie, Senioren, Frauen und Jugend, 
BMFSFJ). It covers the many areas of activity of child and youth services whic h, inter 
alia, serve to promote the social integration of all children and young people. 

On a Länder (state) level, the implementation acts to the Social Code Book VIII 
(Sozialgesetzbuch, SGB VIII) provide the basis for structural support and project funding 
in youth (association) work and other areas of child and youth services. 

Social cohesion and equal opportunities 
Policies in formal education 

The guidelines and resolutions adopted by the Standing Conference of the Ministers of 
Education and Cultural Affairs (Kultusministerkonferenz, KMK) and the curricula and 
education plans of the federal states contain important approaches towards promot ing 
social cohesion and equal opportunities in the formal education sector (KMK 
Rechtsvorschriften, Lehrpläne). 

The KMK guidelines on safeguarding equal opportunities through gender-sensitive 
education and child-rearing (Geschlechtersensible schulische Bildung) describe the 
necessary actions to this end, which are closely aligned with the resolutions and 

https://www.jugendhilfeportal.de/
https://www.jugendhilfeportal.de/fokus/inklusion/
https://www.jugendhilfeportal.de/fokus/ganztagsbildung/
https://www.jugendhilfeportal.de/fokus/junge-fluechtlinge/
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/44-inclusive-programmes-young-people-germany
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/45-initiatives-promoting-social-inclusion-and-raising-awareness-germany
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/47-youth-work-foster-social-inclusion-germany
https://www.bildungsbericht.de/de/bildungsberichte-seit-2006/bildungsbericht-2018/pdf-bildungsbericht-2018/bildungsbericht-2018.pdf
http://www.bildungsbericht.de/de/nationaler-bildungsbericht
http://www.bildungsbericht.de/de/nationaler-bildungsbericht
https://www.bmfsfj.de/blob/111964/2f7ae557daa0d2d8fe78f8a3f9569f21/richtlinien-kjp-2017-data.pdf
http://www.bmfsfj.de/
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/glossary-germany
http://www.kmk.org/
https://www.kmk.org/dokumentation-statistik/rechtsvorschriften-lehrplaene/uebersicht-lehrplaene-berufl.html
https://www.kmk.org/dokumentation-statistik/rechtsvorschriften-lehrplaene/uebersicht-lehrplaene-berufl.html
https://www.kmk.org/fileadmin/Dateien/veroeffentlichungen_beschluesse/2016/2016_10_06-Geschlechtersensible-schulische_Bildung.pdf
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recommendations of the KMK. The guidelines make reference to the need to give a 
sharper definition to the educational role of schools in regard to minimising and 
eliminating discriminatory gender stereotypes. This relates to lesson plans, exam 
questions, teaching and learning materials, teacher training and development, structures 
(decision-making processes, professional and educational profile of schools, quality 
assurance, statistics), personnel development, and school equipment. 
The resolution of the KMK to strengthen democracy education (Stärkung der 
Demokratieerziehung) describes what schools can do to teach pupils democratic values, 
tolerance and respect for their fellow humans. School subjects where these issues play a 
role include history, politics and social sciences, ethics, and foreign languages. 
The resolution of the KMK on intercultural education in schools (Interkulturelle Bildung 
und Erziehung in der Schule) also draws up principles and objectives for diversity in 
schools. Schools should be free of open and hidden discrimination and deliberately work 
towards social, cultural and linguistic diversity among the student body. 

In light of increased migration to Germany, the ministries of culture and education of the 
federal states in particular have been working towards enabling young refugees to enrol 
in school as soon as possible so they can get an education and enjoy opportunities. 
Curricula and lesson plans have been adapted and evolved. Language teaching has been 
mainstreamed in all grades and types of schools. In addition, the requirements for 
teacher training and development, especially in regard to language teaching (notably 
German as a second language) were stepped up considerably. In some federal states 
these subjects are obligatory parts of basic teacher training. Meanwhile, the acquisition 
of intercultural skills inside and outside the classroom has been made part of most 
curricula. Some federal states offer assistance to schools that wish to develop their 
intercultural profiles. The structured development of education partnerships is not  yet  
commonplace across the country. In many federal states there are programmes to assist  
schools in working with non-school partners in the field of integration. These efforts need 
to be stepped up in future and existing measures must be better integrated. 

Owing to Germany’s federal structure, the federal states are responsible for promot ing 
their own programmes and initiatives, e.g.: 

• Rhineland-Palatinate: “Gender-sensitive career counselling – Training and coaching for 
career counsellors” (Gendersensible Berufsorientierung – Training und Coaching für 
Fachkräfte in der Berufsorientierung) 

This project (1 November 2015 - 31 December 2016) was aimed at  c areer c ounsellors 
and served to raise awareness among them of gender differences in career c ounselling. 
Financially supported by: Ministry of Integration, Family Affairs, Children, Youth and 
Women (Ministerium für Integration, Familie, Kinder, Jugend und Frauen) of Rhineland-
Palatinate; Federal Employment Agency (Bundesagentur für Arbeit); Rhineland-
Palatinate/Saarland regional government (Regionaldirektion); chamber of crafts and 
trades (Handwerkskammer) for the Rheinhessen region. 

In schools, guidance counsellors (Beratungslehrkräfte), school social workers, mediators 
and school psychologists help to strengthen social cohesion and prevent  exclusion. For 
instance, in May 2017 North Rhine-Westphalia adopted a decree on deploying guidance 
counsellors in NRW schools. Many federal states have state-wide school social work 
programmes (Baden-Württemberg, Brandenburg, Hesse, Mecklenburg-Western 
Pomerania, Saxony-Anhalt, Thuringia). They tend to focus on social issues such as 
conflict and violence prevention. 

More information on violence prevention in schools in the federal states is available on 
the education server website (Bildungsserver).  
Material for advanced teacher training on integration and violence prevention is available 
on the website of the national campaign to prevent violence and encourage integration 
“Gewalt verhindern – Integration fördern”. 

https://www.kmk.org/fileadmin/Dateien/veroeffentlichungen_beschluesse/2016/2016_10_06-Geschlechtersensible-schulische_Bildung.pdf
http://www.kmk.org/fileadmin/Dateien/veroeffentlichungen_beschluesse/2009/2009_03_06-Staerkung_Demokratieerziehung.pdf
http://www.kmk.org/fileadmin/Dateien/veroeffentlichungen_beschluesse/2009/2009_03_06-Staerkung_Demokratieerziehung.pdf
http://www.kmk.org/fileadmin/Dateien/veroeffentlichungen_beschluesse/2009/2009_03_06-Staerkung_Demokratieerziehung.pdf
http://www.kmk.org/fileadmin/Dateien/veroeffentlichungen_beschluesse/2009/2009_03_06-Staerkung_Demokratieerziehung.pdf
http://www.kmk.org/fileadmin/veroeffentlichungen_beschluesse/1996/1996_10_25-Interkulturelle-Bildung.pdf
http://www.kmk.org/fileadmin/veroeffentlichungen_beschluesse/1996/1996_10_25-Interkulturelle-Bildung.pdf
http://www.kmk.org/fileadmin/veroeffentlichungen_beschluesse/1996/1996_10_25-Interkulturelle-Bildung.pdf
https://www.kmk.org/fileadmin/Dateien/pdf/Bildung/AllgBildung/2017-05-11-Berichte_Interkulturelle_Bildung.pdf
https://www.kmk.org/fileadmin/Dateien/pdf/Bildung/AllgBildung/2017-05-11-Berichte_Interkulturelle_Bildung.pdf
http://www.arbeit-und-leben.de/referenzen/gendersensible-berufsorientierung.html
http://www.arbeit-und-leben.de/referenzen/gendersensible-berufsorientierung.html
https://www.schulministerium.nrw.de/docs/Schulsystem/Praevention/Beratungslehrkraefte/Kontext/Beratungstaetigkeiten-von-Lehrerinnen-und-Lehrern-in-der-Schule-_3_.pdf
https://www.schulministerium.nrw.de/docs/Schulsystem/Praevention/Beratungslehrkraefte/Kontext/Beratungstaetigkeiten-von-Lehrerinnen-und-Lehrern-in-der-Schule-_3_.pdf
https://www.bmbf.de/pub/Bildungsforschung_Band_17.pdf
https://www.bmbf.de/pub/Bildungsforschung_Band_17.pdf
http://www.bildungsserver.de/Angebote-in-den-Laendern-zur-Gewaltpraevention-2209.html
http://www.jugendgewalt-vorbeugen.de/schulmaterialien/
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Projects and initiatives 
The initiative “Nationale Kooperationen zur Berufs- und Studienwahl frei von 
Geschlechterklischees” serves to remove gender clichés from career orientation. Various 
federal and state ministries, federal authorities and partners from the private sector and 
civil society have signed up to it. Financially supported by: Federal Ministry of Education 
and Research (Bundesministerium für Bildung und Forschung). 

The schools participating in the school network “Schools without rac ism – Courageous 
schools” (Schule ohne Rassismus – Schule mit Courage) pledge to c ombat  all t ypes of 
discrimination, bullying and violence. The schools work together with various init iat ives, 
public-sector organisations and NGOs which are invited to hold their activities in the 
schools. The network website contains manuals and materials (Publikationen). Financially 
supported by the federal and state governments. 

“Diversity in schools” (Schule der Vielfalt) is a nationwide anti-discrimination project that 
seeks to prevent discrimination of gay, lesbian, bi and trans persons through awareness-
raising. It aims to encourage schools to do more to combat homo- and transphobia and 
encourage more tolerance for alternative lifestyles. Financially supported by: funds from 
the federal states (Berlin, North Rhine-Westphalia). 
Some German schools (including in North Rhine-Westphalia and Baden-Württemberg) 
have signed up to a bullying prevention programme to prevent violence. Called “Bullies 
don’t stand a chance” (Keine Chance mehr für Bullies), it follows the preventive approach 
of Dan Olweus. Under this programme, the police’s national and state criminal prevention 
scheme works with schools. 

Programmes/projects/initiatives (non-formal/informal learning/youth work) 
Open child and youth work programmes in cities and local communities are available to 
all children and adolescents in Germany and are hence participatory in nature. The 
programmes are implemented in child and youth centres, through leisure activities, 
creative schemes and projects to strengthen young people’s potential in youth c lubs, 
rehearsal facilities and drama projects. 

Youth associations are a major part of the education system in their own right. They are 
independent places of learning. Through their activities, they help young people to shape 
their personalities, take their own decisions and develop their own talents. The German 
Federal Youth Council (Deutscher Bundesjugendring) represents youth associations at the 
federal level and is active in the field of intercultural development and migration 
(Interkulturell). It is committed to combating antidemocratic and hostile tendencies in 
society (Rassismus) and takes a stance on issues such as gender mainstreaming, gender 
equality and queer affairs (Gender). 

Activities for children and adolescents in the field of sports are also strongly characterised 
by informal and non-formal learning. Besides exercise, they provide young people with 
an opportunity to acquire personal and social skills. German Sports Youth (Deutsche 
Sportjugend) and its member organisations and chapters provide sports activities all 
across the country. The aim is to assist young people in developing their personalities. 
The Federal Youth Ministry (Bundesjugendministerium) supports and promotes activities 
in the field of civic commitment and volunteering (Freiwilligendienste). For instance, it  
supports the Federal Volunteer Service (Bundesfreiwilligendienst) and youth voluntary 
services (Jugendfreiwilligendienste). The Ministry also supports activities run by 
initiatives and associations that promote democracy and combat hostility 
(Demokratieförderung und Radikalisierungsprävention). 

See also Youth Wiki > Germany > Participation > Learning to participate through formal, 
non-formal and informal learning > Non-formal and informal learning sowie Voluntary 
Activities > Youth Volunteering at national level. 

  

https://www.klischee-frei.de/
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https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/57-%E2%80%9Clearning-participate%E2%80%9D-through-formal-non-formal-and-informal-learning-germany#123
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/57-%E2%80%9Clearning-participate%E2%80%9D-through-formal-non-formal-and-informal-learning-germany#123
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/25-youth-volunteering-national-level-germany
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/25-youth-volunteering-national-level-germany
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Learning materials/training 
The institutes and academies for advanced teacher training and school development in 
the federal states (Kultusministerkonferenz) also offer training courses for teachers in a 
wide variety of thematic areas.  
The youth leader training scheme Juleica is a non-school programme that provides 
training for volunteers subject to a set of quality standards. Those who c omplete the 
programme are qualified to lead group sessions or youth camps. Amongst other things, 
the training covers how to handle prejudices expressed by group members and how to 
create an inclusive environment. 

Publications on social cohesion and equal opportunities:  
• Publication series "Innovationsforum Jugend global - Qualifizierung und 

Weiterentwicklung der Internationalen Jugendarbeit": Language Animation - the 
inclusive way (Sprachanimation - inklusiv gedacht); It’s normal to be different  (Es ist  
normal, verschieden zu sein). Inclusion and empowerment in international youth work 
(Inklusion und Empowerment in der Internationalen Jugendarbeit) - Material for 
expert training (Arbeitshilfen für die Fachkräfte-Qualifizierung). Editor: IJAB – 
International Youth Service of the Federal Republic of Germany (Fachstelle für 
internationale Jugendarbeit der Bundesrepublik Deutschland e.V.) 

• Manual “Index for youth work on inclusion for children and adolescents with a 
disability” (Index für die Jugendarbeit zur Inklusion von Kindern und Jugendlichen mit  
Behinderung) with hands-on tips on planning, organising and implementing inc lusive 
activities in child and youth work. Editor: Institut für angewandte Sozialwissenschaften 
(ifas) Stuttgart. 

• MORE THAN CULTURE. Diversity-aware education in international youth work 
(Diversitätsbewusste Bildung in der internationalen Jugendarbeit). Editor: JUGEND für 
Europa - National agency for Erasmus+ Youth in Action 

• Diversity-aware (international) youth work – a manual (Diversitätsbewusste 
(internationale) Jugendarbeit - Eine Handreichung). Ed.: Various authors. 

Information and material for child and youth services experts is offered on the expert 
portal (Fachkräfteportal) for child and youth services, which sorts the informat ion into 
certain thematic areas, e.g., inclusion (Inklusion), all-day education (Ganztagsbildung) 
and young refugees (Junge Flüchtlinge).  
See also Youth Wiki > Germany > Social Inclusion 

• Inclusive Programmes for Young People  

• Initiatives Promoting Social Inclusion and Raising Awareness  
• Youth work to foster social inclusion  

Public funding 
Owing to Germany’s federal structure, responsibility for education policy is carried by the 
federal states. The federal government may provide input on certain overarching issues 
in education. Otherwise, it is up to the federal states to promote their own programmes 
and initiatives. See also Educational support.  

The Child and Youth Plan of the federation (Kinder- und Jugendplan des Bundes) is the 
main source of funding for child and youth services, including youth work, at the federal 
level and is part of the budget of the Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Cit izens, 
Women and Youth (Bundesministerium für Familie, Senioren, Frauen und Jugend, 
BMFSFJ). It covers the many areas of activity of child and youth services whic h, inter 
alia, serve to promote the social integration of all children and young people. 

https://www.kmk.org/service/servicebereich-schule/landesinstitute.html
http://www.juleica.de/
https://www.ijab.de/publikationen/detail/?tt_products%5bbackPID%5d=663&tt_products%5bproduct%5d=178
https://www.ijab.de/publikationen/detail/?tt_products%5Bbegin_at%5D=105&tt_products%5BbackPID%5D=248&tt_products%5Bproduct%5D=130
http://www.inklumat.de/sites/default/files/downloads/index-fuer-die-jugendarbeit-zur-inklusion-von-kindern-und-jugendlichen-mit-behinderung-stand-oktober-2014.pdf
http://www.inklumat.de/sites/default/files/downloads/index-fuer-die-jugendarbeit-zur-inklusion-von-kindern-und-jugendlichen-mit-behinderung-stand-oktober-2014.pdf
https://www.jugendfuereuropa.de/download/doctrine/WebforumJFEWebsiteBundle:Publikation-file-3628/more_than_culture.pdf
https://www.idaev.de/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/publikationen/Reader/2015_IDA_Diversitaetsbewusste__internationale__Jugendarbeit.pdf
https://www.idaev.de/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/publikationen/Reader/2015_IDA_Diversitaetsbewusste__internationale__Jugendarbeit.pdf
https://www.jugendhilfeportal.de/fokus/inklusion/
https://www.jugendhilfeportal.de/fokus/ganztagsbildung/
https://www.jugendhilfeportal.de/fokus/junge-fluechtlinge/
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/44-inclusive-programmes-young-people-germany
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/45-initiatives-promoting-social-inclusion-and-raising-awareness-germany
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/47-youth-work-foster-social-inclusion-germany
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/66-social-inclusion-through-education-and-training-germany#121
https://www.bmfsfj.de/blob/111964/2f7ae557daa0d2d8fe78f8a3f9569f21/richtlinien-kjp-2017-data.pdf
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On a Länder (state) level, the implementation acts to SGB VIII provide the basis for 
structural support and project funding in youth (association) work and other areas of 
child and youth services. 

6.7 Skills for innovation 
Innovation in formal education 
Curriculum/steering documents 
In Germany, responsibility for education lies largely with the federal states, which is why 
there is no uniform concept for innovation in formal education. The education standards 
to safeguard quality and innovation (Bildungsstandards zur Sicherung von Qualität und 
Innovation im föderalen Wettbewerb der Länder) contain some approaches and notes on 
innovation, as do the resolution of the Standing Conference of the Ministers of Education 
and Cultural Affairs (Kultusministerkonferenz, KMK) on cultural youth education 
(Beschluss der Kultusministerkonferenz zur kulturellen Jugendbildung) and the KMK 
strategy on education in the digital world (Strategie der Kultusministerkonferenz ‚Bildung 
in der digitalen Welt‘). For instance, North Rhine-Westphalia amended its school 
legislation in 2006 to highlight the responsibility to be carried by the schools themselves. 
In 2012, a circular (Runderlass) was adopted to encourage more innovative projects by 
schools. Amongst other things, the circular opens up an opportunity for sc hools to t rial 
innovative lesson organisation methods.  
From the 2017/2018 school year onwards, starting with eight model schools Bavaria will 
develop and trial blueprint concepts for the systematic use of digital learning and working 
in schools. The project is known as Digital school 2020 (Digitale Schule 2020). The 
project is implemented by Stiftung Bildungspakt Bayern, with exclusive support from the 
Bavarian Industry Association (Vereinigung der Bayerischen Wirtschaft e.V., VBW). 
Starting in the 2016/2017 school year, teachers at the participating sc hools have been 
trained in preparation for the trial period. The 2017/2018 school year will see the projec t  
implemented at the model schools (various subjects and grades). The model schools will 
regularly liaise throughout the trial period. Until the project ends in 2020, they will draw 
up and try out concepts and strategies for learning and working with digital media whic h 
will later be made available to all other schools in the state. In doing so, the model 
schools are building on existing good practices and expanding and developing these 
further. A scientific advisory committee is on hand to provide support and advice. 
For instance, innovation will be trialled in those subject areas that require pupils to 
develop entrepreneurial thinking and action. These subjects vary depending on the 
federal state and curriculum; for instance, they may include social studies, ec onomic s, 
business, geography, civic education, and politics. 

See also Youth Wiki > Germany > Employment & Entrepreneurship > Development of 
Entrepreneurship Competence  
Germany’s dual vocational training (duales System) system incorporates training in 
recognised training occupations (Ausbildungsberufe; 2015: 328) that is provided in 
vocational schools and businesses that accept apprentices. The federal government  has 
adopted legislation to regulate the type of training (Ausbildungsordnung, AO) that is 
provided in-company. Recognised training occupations are referenced in Section 4 (1) of 
the Vocational Training Act (Berufsbildungsgesetz, BBiG) and Section 25 (1) of the Crafts 
Code (Handwerksordnung, HwO). They form the basis for the dual system of voc ational 
training. KMK has adopted a framework curriculum for vocational training provided in 
vocational schools (Rahmenlehrpläne). It is aligned with the Federal Government’s 
training regulations for each type of occupation (Ausbildungsordnung, AO). The 
framework curricula and the training regulations together form the legal basis for the 
dual system of vocational training. The curricula generally describe what c ompetences 

http://www.kmk.org/fileadmin/Dateien/veroeffentlichungen_beschluesse/2002/2002_05_24-Bildungsstandards-Qualitaet.pdf
http://www.kmk.org/fileadmin/Dateien/veroeffentlichungen_beschluesse/2002/2002_05_24-Bildungsstandards-Qualitaet.pdf
http://www.kmk.org/fileadmin/Dateien/veroeffentlichungen_beschluesse/2007/2007_02_01-Empfehlung-Jugendbildung.pdf
https://www.kmk.org/fileadmin/Dateien/pdf/PresseUndAktuelles/2017/Strategie_neu_2017_datum_1.pdf
https://www.kmk.org/fileadmin/Dateien/pdf/PresseUndAktuelles/2017/Strategie_neu_2017_datum_1.pdf
https://bass.schul-welt.de/pdf/12450.pdf?20190612133201
http://bildungspakt-bayern.de/digitale-schule-2020/
https://www.handelsblattmachtschule.de/fileadmin/PDF/innovationen_2010.pdf
https://www.handelsblattmachtschule.de/fileadmin/PDF/innovationen_2010.pdf
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/38-development-entrepreneurship-competence-germany
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/38-development-entrepreneurship-competence-germany
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/glossary-germany
https://www.bibb.de/de/berufeinfo.php/search
https://www.bibb.de/dokumente/pdf/verzeichnis_anerk_berufe_2016_bibb.pdf
https://www.kmk.org/themen/berufliche-schulen/duale-berufsausbildung/downloadbereich-rahmenlehrplaene.html
http://www.kmk.org/fileadmin/Dateien/veroeffentlichungen_beschluesse/1972/1972_05_30-Ergebnisprot-Ausbildungsord-rlpl.pdf
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apprentices are expected to develop throughout their training (professional, 
interpersonal, social). 
For lessons in economics and social sciences taught to apprentices following commerc ial 
or technical courses at vocational schools, KMK has adopted a set of modules in 
cooperation with the Federal Government and the social partners. One of these is a 
module on personal life planning and society as well as independent and entrepreneurial 
thinking. 

The KMK resolution on cultural youth education also references lessons and ac tivit ies in 
the field of music, art and drama, which serve to promote students’ creative skills. There 
are a number of programmes to help promote these skills: 

• The programme Culture.Researcher! (Kultur.Forscher!, 2009-2016) involves sc hools 
working with cultural institutions. The project was developed by the German Children 
and Youth Foundation (Deutsche Kinder- und Jugendstiftung) together with the 
foundation PwC-Stiftung Jugend – Bildung – Kultur. Teachers and experts from the 
cultural field work with students to develop projects and initiatives that help c hildren 
and young people to explore artistic and cultural phenomena in their personal 
environments and make them part of their daily lives at school. The evaluation at  the 
end of the first project phase showed that 

o students felt particularly positive about the project when they were given an active 
role to play in the process, 

o they were able to actively engage with art and culture, 

o their personal skills were successfully developed, 

o almost one third of students experienced group work positively, 

o the “researcher book” (Forscherbuch), a tool for documentation and reflection, was 
used largely for documentation purposes, 

o the intensity of the partnerships between schools and cultural institutions varied, 

o the project helped teachers to develop their personal skills and as such was a form 
of training, 

o for the students, working in a non-school environment was one of the most 
interesting experiences. 

• The programme “Cultural agents for creative schools” (Kulturagenten für kreative 
Schulen) is designed to encourage children and adolescents to develop an interest in 
art and teach them more about art and culture. It began with a model phase (2011-
2015) in the federal states of Baden-Württemberg, Berlin, Hamburg, North Rhine-
Westphalia and Thuringia. Since the 2015/16 school year the programme has been 
continued in the following federal states: Baden-Württemberg, Berlin, Hamburg, North 
Rhine-Westphalia and Thuringia. The “culture agents” implement projects designed to 
awaken children and adolescents’ creative potential. 

The initiative “Innovative higher education institutions” (Innovative Hochschule) is 
designed to support higher education institutions to develop a sharper transfer and 
innovation profile and strengthen their strategic role in the regional innovation system. It  
was launched in 2016 by the federal and state governments in order to promote the 
research-based transfer of idea, knowledge and technology. The f irst  promot ion round 
involved 48 selected higher education institutions. 
Competitions 

The competition “Young researchers” (Jugend forscht), which is supported by the Federal 
Ministry of Education and Research (Bundesministerium für Bildung und Forschung, 
BMBF) is aimed at young researchers aged 15 to 21. The first compet it ion rounds take 
place at the regional and state level, then the competition progresses to the nat ional 

http://www.kmk.org/fileadmin/Dateien/veroeffentlichungen_beschluesse/2008/2008_05_07-Wirtschafts-Sozialkundeunt-Berufsschule.pdf
http://www.kmk.org/fileadmin/Dateien/veroeffentlichungen_beschluesse/2008/2008_05_07-Wirtschafts-Sozialkundeunt-Berufsschule.pdf
https://www.dkjs.de/themen/alle-programme/kulturforscher-kinder-und-jugendliche-auf-entdeckungsreise/
http://www.kultur-forscher.de/fileadmin/system/dokumente/Relaunch_2012/Evaluationsbericht/KuFo-Abschlussbericht2011_kurz.pdf
http://www.kultur-forscher.de/fileadmin/system/dokumente/Relaunch_2012/Evaluationsbericht/KuFo-Abschlussbericht2011_kurz.pdf
http://www.kulturagenten-programm.de/laender/land/2
http://www.kulturagenten-programm.de/laender/land/3
http://www.kulturagenten-programm.de/laender/land/5
http://www.kulturagenten-programm.de/laender/land/4
http://www.kulturagenten-programm.de/laender/land/4
http://www.kulturagenten-programm.de/laender/land/1
http://www.innovative-hochschule.de/
https://www.jugend-forscht.de/teilnahme/alterssparten/jugend-forscht.html
http://www.bmbf.de/
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level. Jugend forscht is a public-private partnership and a joint initiative run by the 
federal government, the German weekly magazine stern, the private sector, research 
institutions and schools. Its patron is the Federal President. Winners in 2019 (Gewinner 
2019). 

Since 2007 the Standing Conference of the Ministers of Education and Cultural Affairs 
(Kultusministerkonferenz) has awarded a special school prize entitled “Jugend forscht -  
Schule des Jahres” that is worth 3 141.59 euros (a reference to the number "pi”). The 
prize recognises schools that establish a lasting, age-adequate and state-of-the-art 
infrastructure allowing pupils to develop research skills in the areas aff iliated with the 
“Jugend forscht” youth research programme (world of work, biology, chemistry, 
geological and spatial science, maths/computing, physics and technology). 

The publishing house Ernst Klett and the MNU - German Association to promote maths 
and natural sciences teaching (MNU - Deutscher Verein zur Förderung des 
mathematischen und naturwissenschaftlichen Unterrichts) are the joint  organisers of a 
competition for innovative STEM-related teaching ideas (Wettbewerb für innovative 
MINT-Unterrichtsideen). The competition is aimed at young teachers in the preparatory 
stage (Referendariat) or the first five years of service.  
Another cultural education initiative is “Children to Mount Olympus!” (Kinder zum 
Olymp!), which is run by the Cultural Foundation of the German Federal States 
(Kulturstiftung der Länder). It is designed to encourage children and adolescents to 
discover and enjoy art, create an enthusiasm among them for cultural diversity, and 
provide them with a low-threshold way to incorporate art into their everyday lives at 
school. The competition “THE OLYMP - Future award for cultural education” (DER OLYMP 
– Zukunftspreis für Kulturbildung) has been held since 2004. It focuses on developing the 
relationship between the cultural community and schools. It is funded by the Deutsche 
Bank Foundation (Deutsche Bank Stiftung).  

Pedagogical tools and support 
Teaching material that is produced subject to an open licence and can be used by anyone 
at any time (e.g., interactive exercises, videos, simulations) is already very widespread. 
However, so far there is no clear and transparent legal basis for it. With funding from 
BMBF, activities are currently underway to set up an informat ion off ic e for OER (Open 
Educational Resources). This office will be a central point of contact for OER in Germany 
and will be affiliated to the German Education Server (Deutscher Bildungsserver). The 
German Education Server (Deutscher Bildungsserver) and the state education servers 
(Landesbildungsserver) are well-stocked resources for teachers looking for informat ion 
on Germany’s education system. Both the national and the state servers have signed a 
self-declaration concerning OER. Amongst other things, they pledge to expand their OER-
related activities. They also want to encourage authors to produce more material as OER 
and attract more teachers to using OER (through offering them training). 

The institutes and academies for advanced teacher training and school development in 
the federal states (Landesinstitute) also offer training courses for teachers on innovat ive 
methods that encourage students to lift their creative potential. 

Innovative learning platforms such as mebis, WebWeaver school or its learning are also 
used in German schools. 

Hamburg has launched a project known as “Creative potentials in Hamburg” 
(Kreativpotentiale Hamburg). It supports and provides training to cultural points of 
contact in schools so they can better integrate and strengthen cultural education 
activities in the city’s schools. The project will run initially for three years, beginning in 
the 2017/2018 school year. It is run jointly by the city’s school and vocational education 
authority and the culture and media authority, with support from the Mercator 
Foundation (Stiftung Mercator) through the Creative potentials (Kreativpotentiale) 
framework programme. Funding volume: 1 million euros (50 % from the city of 
Hamburg, 50 % by the Mercator Foundation). 

http://jugend-forscht.bmbfcluster.de/index.php?M=445&PID=14
http://jugend-forscht.bmbfcluster.de/index.php?M=445&PID=14
https://www.kmk.org/aktuelles/artikelansicht/carl-fuhlrott-gymnasium-aus-wuppertal-ist-die-jugend-forscht-schule-2019.html
https://www.kmk.org/aktuelles/artikelansicht/carl-fuhlrott-gymnasium-aus-wuppertal-ist-die-jugend-forscht-schule-2019.html
http://www.mnu.de/wettbewerbe#innovative_unterrichtsideen
http://www.mnu.de/wettbewerbe#innovative_unterrichtsideen
http://www.kulturstiftung.de/kinder-zum-olymp/
http://www.kulturstiftung.de/kinder-zum-olymp/
https://www.kmk.org/fileadmin/Dateien/pdf/PresseUndAktuelles/2017/Strategie_neu_2017_datum_1.pdf
http://open-educational-resources.de/
http://open-educational-resources.de/
http://www.bildungsserver.de/
http://www.bildungsserver.de/Landesbildungsserver-450.html
http://wiki.bildungsserver.de/bilder/upload/OER-Stellungnahme-der-Bildungsserver_20160616.pdf
http://wiki.bildungsserver.de/bilder/upload/OER-Stellungnahme-der-Bildungsserver_20160616.pdf
https://www.kmk.org/service/servicebereich-schule/landesinstitute.html
https://www.stiftung-mercator.de/de/projekt/kreativpotentiale/
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See also Youth Wiki > Germany > Creativity and Culture > Developing cultural and 
creative competences 

Fostering innovation through non-formal and informal learning 
and youth work 
Various competitions, prizes, support schemes and activities exist to encourage 
innovation and experimentation in non-formal and informal learning settings and in youth 
work. Here are some examples: 
Nationwide IT competitions are an opportunity for pupils to demonstrate their interest in 
IT and computer science and be recognised for their talent. These competitions are 
funded by the Federal Ministry of Education and Research (Bundesministerium für 
Bildung und Forschung, BMBF). One of them is “IT beaver” (Informatik-Biber), which was 
established in 2001 as an entry-level competition. The youth IT (Jugendwettbewerb 
Informatik) competition was introduced in May 2017. It is aimed at pupils of all ages who 
want to demonstrate their basic skills in algorithmic thinking and coding and is designed 
to encourage them to pursue their hobby beyond the entry-level “Informatik-Biber” 
competition. In so doing, they are expected to acquire the IT  skills they need to keep 
honing their talent. An opportunity to compete at a higher level is the nationwide IT 
competition (Bundeswettbewerb Informatik), which was established in 1980.  

The Innovation Fund (Innovationsfonds) of the Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior 
Citizens, Women and Youth (Bundesministerium für Familie, Senioren, Frauen und 
Jugend, BMFSFJ) encourages innovative approaches and projects in civic education, 
cultural education, youth association work, international youth work and youth soc ial 
work. It is funded via the Child and Youth Plan of the federation (Kinder- und Jugendplan 
des Bundes). In the preparation period for the current promotion phase (2017-2019) 
around 400 letters of interest were submitted. 39 projects are currently receiving 
funding. 

The foundation for youth stamps (Stiftung Deutsche Jugendmarke) supports innovative 
projects run by recognised independent child and youth welfare organisations which have 
a supra-regional or national scope to the tune of up to EUR 690 000 in 2018. The 
foundation is funded by the surcharge on the FÜR DIE JUGEND (For Youth) postage 
stamps sold. The stamps are issued by the Federal Ministry of Finance 
(Bundesfinanzministerium). The surcharge-related proceeds from the sale of the spec ial 
stamps go directly to the foundation. In 2018, the foundat ion was able to grant  c ash 
awards to seven innovative youth projects. 

Cultural child and youth education has great potential when it comes to encouraging 
creative skills. The German Federation for Cultural Youth Education (Bundesvereinigung 
Kulturelle Kinder- und Jugendbildung, BKJ) and its member organisations from a wide 
variety of artistic areas and cultural education fields support local, regional and nat ional 
and even international organisations that offer cultural education projects, training 
courses and competitions. 

• MIXED UP is a national competition for cultural education partnerships that is run by 
BMFSFJ and BKJ. Prizes are awarded to teams consisting of cultural c hild and youth 
education organisations (including schools) whose projects are all about  innovat ion 
and sustainability. Nine prizes are awarded in a variety of areas every year. 

The nationwide Rauskommen! - Der Jugendkunstschuleffekt competition is an innovation 
competition run by the Federal Association of Youth Art Schools and Cultural Education 
Institutions (Bundesverband der Jugendkunstschulen und kulturpädagogischen 
Einrichtungen e.V., bjke) under the patronage of the Federal Youth Minister 
(Bundesjugendministerin) with funding from BMFSFJ. Since 2010, the competition has 
given visibility to a large number of artistic projects and activities designed to highlight  
the creative talents especially of children and adolescents. Each year the c ompetit ion 
recognises three projects or activities that were either rec ently c ompleted or are st ill 
ongoing. The winners have to meet individual or all criteria of the competition, must 

https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/85-developing-cultural-and-creative-competences-germany
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/85-developing-cultural-and-creative-competences-germany
http://www.bmbf.de/
http://www.bmbf.de/
https://www.bwinf.de/jugendwettbewerb/
https://www.bwinf.de/jugendwettbewerb/
https://www.bwinf.de/bundeswettbewerb/
http://www.jugendgerecht.de/innovationsfonds
http://www.bmfsfj.de/
http://www.bmfsfj.de/
https://www.bmfsfj.de/blob/111964/2f7ae557daa0d2d8fe78f8a3f9569f21/richtlinien-kjp-2017-data.pdf
https://www.bmfsfj.de/blob/111964/2f7ae557daa0d2d8fe78f8a3f9569f21/richtlinien-kjp-2017-data.pdf
http://www.jugendmarke.de/index.php?id=10
http://www.bkj.de/
http://www.bkj.de/
https://www.mixed-up-wettbewerb.de/
https://www.bjke.de/index.php?id=438
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provide fresh input for cultural education in Germany, and have to have been t ried and 
tested. The prizes are worth between 1 000 and 2 500 euros. 
Examples from the federal states 

• Saxony 

In 2018, Saxony will award the state prize for innovation in further training 
(Innovationspreis Weiterbildung des Freistaates Sachsen) for the 17th time. It recognises 
innovations in general, vocational, scientific, political and cultural education and is worth 
EUR 40 000. Submissions are encouraged from all legal entities under public law or non-
profit legal entities under private law that are active in the field of further education and 
domiciled in Saxony. 
• Baden-Württemberg 

The just Geistesblitz innovation award was established to mark the fifth anniversary of 
the youth foundation “just” (run by the Catholic diocese of Rottenburg-Stuttgart) in 
2005. The award is worth 1 000 euros and is given in recognition of particularly 
innovative ideas relating to church youth work in the Diocese of Rot tenburg-Stuttgart . 
The innovative character of the projects can relate to the form of activity, methods and 
media, target groups, theme and content, or impact and public outreach. It  is awarded 
annually. 

• Bavaria/Baden-Württemberg (Swabia) 

The Full of energy (Volle Energie) youth competition “is run by the district youth c ouncil 
for Swabia and the power utility Lechwerke AG (LEW). Since 2005, it has recognised 
innovative projects run by youth clubs, centres and initiatives. The winners are awarded 
up to 1 500 euros. The entries may be no older than two years. There are six categories: 
Media and online worlds, migration and cultural diversity, addiction and violence, polit ic s 
and civic engagement, environment and nature, and art, literature and drama. 
• Schleswig-Holstein 

The innovation award (Innovationspreis) is an initiative of the youth subcommittee of the 
Protestant/Lutheran church council (Jugendausschuss des evangelisch-lutherischen 
Kirchenkreis) in Altholstein and is designed to encourage modern, innovat ive c hild and 
youth services ideas in the council. Specifically, it seeks to promote an exchange of tried-
and-tested ideas for working with children and adolescents in a council context. The 
award is presented in three categories: 

1. Making the world better (Weltverbesserungsprojekte; projects in the field of social and 
civic engagement); 

2. youth culture projects and 
3. freestyle projects. 

Each year, up to three ideas are awarded a prize worth 500 euros each. 

6.8 Media literacy and safe use of new media 
National strategy 
Official documents 
Official documents and national strategies that play a role in this context are: 

• Kinder- und Jugendstärkungsgesetz 

The act to strengthen children and young people (Kinder- und Jugendstärkungsgesetz) of 
29 June 2017 (adopted as part of the reform of Book VIII of the Social Code) assigns 
responsibility for teaching media literacy to child and youth services and considers it part  
of educational child and youth protection (erzieherische Kinder- und Jugendschutz). The 

http://www.weiterbildung.sachsen.de/innovationspreis
http://www.just-jugendstiftung.de/index.php?id=18
http://www.bezjr.de/volle-energie-2017/
http://www.jugendwerk-altholstein.de/service/innovationspreis/innovationspreis.html
https://eacea-skuhaja.c9.fpfis.tech.ec.europa.eu/youthwiki/chapters/germany/68-media-literacy-and-safe-use-of-new-media
http://kijup-sgbviii-reform.de/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/BT_Ausschuss_Empfehlung_-Drs.-18_12946.pdf
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relevant section (Section 14 (1) of Book VIII of the Social Code) will be amended 
accordingly. The act comes into force on 1 January 2018. 
• The Federal Government’s Digital Agenda (Digitale Agenda 2014–2017 der 

Bundesregierung) 
The Digital Agenda aims to shape the digital transformation of the economy and of 
society and in so doing, improving participation in society. During the next parliamentary 
term from 2017 onwards, the challenge will be to continue establishing a democratic 
digital culture and improving media literacy. 

• Jugendschutzgesetz (JuSchG) 
The Protection of Young Persons Act (Jugendschutzgesetz, JuSchG) of 23 July 2002 is the 
legal basis for protecting children and adolescents from any harm to their mental, 
psychological and physical welfare. It stipulates age limits for public film screenings 
(Section 11), for data media with films and games (Section 12) and labelling of films 
(Section 14), for instance.  

Last amended through Section 11 on 10 March 2017. 
• Jugendmedienschutz-Staatsvertrag 

The Inter-State Agreement on Youth Protection in the Media (Jugendmedienschutz-
Staatsvertrag, JMStV) of the German federal states is the universally applicable legal 
basis for youth protection concerning radio, TV and the internet. It stipulates when and 
how certain media content may be broadcast or otherwise distributed. The aim is to 
protect children and adolescents from content in electronic information or communication 
media that interfere with or endanger their development or education. In addition, it 
affords protection from content in electronic information or communic at ion media that  
violates their human dignity or any other legal interests protected by the c riminal c ode 
(Strafgesetzbuch). 
The Inter-State Agreement was last amended in December 2015. 

Currently applicable version: JMStV in the version corresponding to the 19th amendment  
to the Inter-State Treaty on Broadcasting (19. Rundfunkänderungsstaatsvertrag). 

The Protection of Young Persons Act and the Inter-State Agreement on Youth Protection 
in the Media complement each other and together form a coordinated piece of legislation. 
Both pieces of legislation contain corresponding provisions, ensuring that both federal 
and state bodies operate according to the same standards of protection. 
• Strategy "Bildungsoffensive für die digitale Wissensgesellschaft"  

The “education offensive for the digital knowledge society” (Bildungsoffensive für die 
digitale Wissensgesellschaft) of the Federal Ministry of Education and Research 
(Bundesministerium für Bildung und Forschung, BMBF) provides a systematic framework 
for digital education in Germany. The strategy promotes the teaching of digital lit erac y 
and learning with digital media. Divided into five areas of action, it describes the 
potential of digital education systematically and for all areas of educat ion. It  highlights 
opportunities and areas of action that are a result of digital transformation in all stages of 
the education system, from early learning and school to vocational training, higher 
education and professional training. The strategy was adopted in October 2016.  

• Netzwerkdurchsetzungsgesetz (NetzDG) 

At the interface between media literacy, youth protection and internet policy is the 
Federal Government’s network enforcement act (Netzwerkdurchsetzungsgesetz, NetzDG) 
of 30 June 2017, which combats online hate speech. Provides of social media services are 
to be given more responsibility to combat online hate speech and establish more effective 
complaints management mechanisms. 
  

https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/sgb_8/__14.html
https://www.bmwi.de/Redaktion/DE/Publikationen/Digitale-Welt/digitale-agenda.pdf?__blob=publicationFile&v=3
https://www.bmwi.de/Redaktion/DE/Publikationen/Digitale-Welt/digitale-agenda.pdf?__blob=publicationFile&v=3
https://www.bmwi.de/Redaktion/DE/Publikationen/Digitale-Welt/digitale-agenda-legislaturbericht.pdf?__blob=publicationFile&v=20
https://www.bmwi.de/Redaktion/DE/Publikationen/Digitale-Welt/digitale-agenda-legislaturbericht.pdf?__blob=publicationFile&v=20
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/juschg/BJNR273000002.html
https://www.kjm-online.de/fileadmin/user_upload/Rechtsgrundlagen/Gesetze_Staatsvertraege/JMStV_Genese/Jugendmedienschutz-Staatsvertrag__JMStV__in_der_Fassung_des_19._RA__StV.pdf
https://www.kjm-online.de/fileadmin/user_upload/Rechtsgrundlagen/Gesetze_Staatsvertraege/JMStV_Genese/Jugendmedienschutz-Staatsvertrag__JMStV__in_der_Fassung_des_19._RA__StV.pdf
https://www.bmbf.de/files/Bildungsoffensive_fuer_die_digitale_Wissensgesellschaft.pdf
https://www.bmbf.de/files/Bildungsoffensive_fuer_die_digitale_Wissensgesellschaft.pdf
http://dip21.bundestag.de/dip21/btd/18/130/1813013.pdf
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• Media education in schools 
Key documents in connection with media education in schools are: 

• Orientation framework for media education in schools 

In 1995 the Bund-Länder committee (Bund-Länder-Kommission, BLK) adopted an 
orientation framework for media education in schools (Orientierungsrahmen für eine 
Medienerziehung in der Schule). 

• Declaration on media education in schools 
The declaration on media education in schools (Erklärung zur Medienbildung in der 
Schule) was adopted on 8 March 2012 by the Standing Conference of the Ministers of 
Education and Cultural Affairs (Kultusministerkonferenz). It is designed to make media 
education an integral part of the mandatory school curriculum and to provide schools and 
teachers with guidance on media education in the classroom.  

• Education in the digital world 

The Standing Conference of the Ministers of Education and Cultural Affairs 
(Kultusministerkonferenz, KMK) adopted the strategy “Education in the digital world 
(Bildung in der digitalen Welt) in December 2016. It contains objectives and areas of 
action for all 16 federal states, the federal government, local authorities, school 
organisations and schools. By the end of 2017, a working group is to be set  up at  the 
state secretary level that will draw up a federal/state agreement (Bund-Länder-
Vereinbarung) to promote education in the digital world in schools (also known as the 
Digital Pact for Schools, or Digitalpakt Schule). The Standing Conference of the Ministers 
of Education and Cultural Affairs (Kultusministerkonferenz) agreed on the basic outline of 
the agreement in June 2017. As part of the talks, the federal government pledged around 
five billion euros for the period 2018 to 2022 for expanding the IT infrastructure in 
general-education, vocational and special-needs schools in the public and private sector. 
More information, analyses and opinions on the situation regarding media teaching and 
education are available on the website of the initiative “No education without media!” 
(Keine Bildung ohne Medien!). 
Relevant organisations 

At the federal level, a number of ministries are supporting projec ts and activit ies that 
promote media literacy and digital education from a variety of angles. They inc lude the 
Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth 
(Bundesministerium für Familie, Senioren, Frauen und Jugend), the Federal Ministry of 
Justice and Consumer Protection (Bundesministerium für Justiz und Verbraucherschutz) 
in matters relating to consumer protection, the Federal Ministry of Education and 
Research (Bundesministerium für Bildung und Forschung), the Federal Ministry for 
Economic Affairs and Energy (Bundesministerium für Wirtschaft und Energie), the Federal 
Ministry of the Interior (Bundesministerium des Innern), and the Federal Ministry of 
Transport and Digital Infrastructure (Bundesministerium für Verkehr und digitale 
Infrastruktur). 

Given that the federal states are responsible for education, media education is also part  
of their remit. The state media authorities (Landesmedienanstalten) are ac tive both in 
the field of statutory youth media protection and in preventive youth protection. 
Promoting media literacy among children, adolescents and multipliers plays a major role 
in this respect, both in the formal and in the non-formal education sector. The 
Commission for the Protection of Minors in the Media (Kommission für 
Jugendmedienschutz, KJM), part of the state media authorities, verifies whether c ontent 
disseminated by private-sector radio and telemedia whether it violates the Inter-State 
Agreement on Youth Protection in the Media (Jugendmedienschutz-Staatsvertrag, JMStV) 
and where necessary decides to sanction such content. 

http://www.blk-bonn.de/papers/heft44.pdf
http://www.blk-bonn.de/papers/heft44.pdf
http://www.kmk.org/fileadmin/Dateien/veroeffentlichungen_beschluesse/2012/2012_03_08_Medienbildung.pdf
http://www.kmk.org/fileadmin/Dateien/veroeffentlichungen_beschluesse/2012/2012_03_08_Medienbildung.pdf
https://www.kmk.org/fileadmin/Dateien/veroeffentlichungen_beschluesse/2016/2016_12_08-Bildung-in-der-digitalen-Welt.pdf
https://www.keine-bildung-ohne-medien.de/
http://www.die-medienanstalten.de/ueber-uns/organisation/kommission-fuer-jugendmedienschutz-kjm.html
http://www.die-medienanstalten.de/ueber-uns/organisation/kommission-fuer-jugendmedienschutz-kjm.html
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Additional organisations dealing with various media (film, games, print media and audio, 
TV and radio, media education) are listed on the website of the Federal Review Board for 
Media Harmful to Minors (Bundesprüfstelle für jugendgefährdende Medien). 

The Institute for Media Research and Media Education (Institut für Medienpädagogik in 
Forschung und Praxis, JFF) is a one-of-its-kind institution in Germany. It deals with 
research and educational practice in the field of media consumption of adolescents. The 
outcome of their research provides input for model approaches in education and cultural 
work with children and adolescents. 

Media literacy and online safety through formal education 
Integration in curricula 

Media education and media literacy is the responsibility of the federal states, which is 
why the degree to which media literacy is integrated into the curricula varies from state 
to state. 

For instance, North Rhine-Westphalia’s education act (Schulgesetz), specifically Section 2 
(6) item 9, states that pupils should “learn to use media responsibly and c onfidently”. 
This is where, e.g., the media passport (Medienpass NRW) comes into play, an init iat ive 
of the North Rhine-Westphalian government from 2010. The aim is to make media 
literacy a firm part of the school day and to improve the connection between schools and 
non-school activities in this field. Medienpass NRW is a source of orientation for 
instructors and teachers that helps them to understand what skills children and 
adolescents should have. A curriculum compass (Lehrplankompass) suggests how and 
where the relevant exercises can be integrated into the classroom. It also provides 
practical advice for teachers. The project “Media sc outs” (Medienscouts NRW) of the 
North Rhine-Westphalian media authorities (Landesanstalt für Medien in Nordrhein-
Westfalen) trains small groups of secondary school pupils to become knowledgeable 
scouts. 

In 2016, a basic course in media education (Basiskurs Medienbildung) was introduced in 
Gymnasium-type schools in Baden-Württemberg. Taught in year 5, the basic course is an 
entry-level class in learning how to handle and consume media independently and 
responsibly. Pupils who have completed the course are issued with a media passport 
(Medienpass). 

In 2009, the Bavarian State Chancellery (Bayerische Staatskanzlei) and the Bavarian 
State Ministry for Education and Culture (Bayerisches Staatsministerium für Unterric ht 
und Kultus) introduced a “media driver’s licence” in Bavaria (Medienführerschein 
Bayern). It serves to strengthen media literacy among children, young people and adults. 
It offers lesson plans for primary and several types of secondary schools (Mit telschule, 
Realschule, Gymnasium). 

The city-state of Hamburg issues media passports (Medienpass) with f ive modules. It  
helps teachers accompany children and adolescents as they move through the digital 
world and assist them in learning to handle digital services and information in a soc ially 
responsible, competent way. For Hamburg’s schools, including this material in the 
curriculum is mandatory. 

More information on the various reference frameworks, concepts and curricula in the field 
of media education is available on the German Education Server (Deutscher 
Bildungsserver). 
See also the report by the Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women 
and Youth (Bundesministerium für Familie, Senioren, Frauen und Jugend) entitled 
“Promoting media literacy among children and adolescents. Situation report” 
(Medienkompetenzförderung für Kinder und Jugendliche. Eine Bestandsaufnahme). 
  

http://www.bundespruefstelle.de/bpjm/jugendmedienschutz.html
http://www.jff.de/jff/ueber-uns/about-the-jff/
http://www.jff.de/jff/ueber-uns/about-the-jff/
https://bass.schul-welt.de/6043.htm#1-1p2
https://www.medienpass.nrw.de/de
http://www.medienscouts-nrw.de/
http://bildungsplaene-bw.de/site/bildungsplan/get/documents/lsbw/export-pdf/depot-pdf/ALLG/BP2016BW_ALLG_GYM_BMB.pdf
https://www.medienfuehrerschein.bayern.de/
https://www.medienfuehrerschein.bayern.de/
http://li.hamburg.de/medienpass/
http://www.bildungsserver.de/Konzepte-der-Bundeslaender-zur-Medienerziehung-2884.html
http://www.bildungsserver.de/Konzepte-der-Bundeslaender-zur-Medienerziehung-2884.html
https://www.fachportal-paedagogik.de/literatur/vollanzeige.html?FId=1155663#vollanzeige
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Technical and Vocational Education and Training 
The Federal Ministry of Education and Research (Bundesministerium für Bildung und 
Forschung, BMBF) has launched a promotion programme on digital media in voc ational 
training (Digitale Medien in der beruflichen Bildung). The aim is to promote media 
literacy and media education competence among employees who provide tuition to 
apprentices inside companies. The sectors in question include industry (e.g., 
automotive), retail, crafts and trades, and horticulture and landscape engineering. The 
projects affiliated with the project seek to establish media literacy as a firm element 
of in-company vocational training. The programme receives funding from BMBF and the 
European Social Fund (ESF) (programme period: 2014-2020).  
Media literacy issues 

Media literacy is taught in very different ways in schools. It spans a wide variety of 
themes and is taught using various methods. Some themes are closely aligned with the 
curriculum; here, media are used largely as teaching devices. Some media-related issues 
such as cyberbullying, e-debt, love and online dating are given special treatment . Some 
schools focus on the creative, productive use of media, including internet  research and 
usage rights. A wide variety of media are used in the classroom: digital images, video 
clips, learning platforms, online encyclopaedias, blogs and webquests. 

Support for teachers 

A wide variety of institutions offer training courses on media education and media 
literacy. They include the state institutions for teacher training and school development, 
the state media authorities, adult education centres, media education associations and 
educational organisations. 

Examples of training courses, e.g., offered by the state media authorities 
(Landesmedienanstalten): 

• Authority of the State of Hesse for private radio and new media (Hessische 
Landesanstalt für privaten Rundfunk und neue Medien): News caching – News, fake 
news, hate speech & co. How to navigate online news. (News Caching - Nachrichten, 
Fake News, Hate Speech & Co - Zurechtfinden in Online-Nachrichten). School projec t 
with integrated teacher training 

• Media authority of the State of Berlin-Brandenburg (Medienanstalt Berlin-
Brandenburg): Teaching 2.0 – Media literacy in the classroom (Teaching 2.0 - 
Medienkompetenz im Klassenzimmer). For trainee teachers. 

• Media authority of the State of Saxony-Anhalt (Medienanstalt Sachsen-Anhalt): 
Teacher training course “Radio in the classroom” (Radio im Unterricht) 

Teachers have a range of online resources at their disposal to prepare and debrief their 
lessons. Among the most frequently used resources are specialist websites, online 
encyclopaedias, education servers and online video portals. 
• Internet ABC for teachers (Das Internet-ABC für Lehrkräfte) offers guidance on 

preparing children for using the internet. The resource includes teaching material, tips 
on how to use the “internet ABC” in the classroom plus informat ion on c hildren and 
the media. 

• www.so-geht-medien.de is a resource produced by the public  media ARD, ZDF and 
Deutschlandradio on media literacy. It is aimed mainly at teachers and pupils. The aim 
of the website is to assist them in teaching and acquiring media literacy skills. 

• www.lehrer-online.de offers teachers at all levels (primary, secondary and vocational) 
lesson plans, exercises and information on education, didactics and media literacy with 
a focus on the use of digital media in the classroom.  

• The state education servers (Landesbildungsserver) offer information and material on 
media literacy. List of state education servers:  

https://www.qualifizierungdigital.de/_medien/downloads/BMBF_Digitale_Medien_2015_BARRIEREFREI.PDF
https://www.fachportal-paedagogik.de/literatur/vollanzeige.html?FId=1155663#vollanzeige
https://www.fachportal-paedagogik.de/literatur/vollanzeige.html?FId=1155663#vollanzeige
http://www.die-medienanstalten.de/ueber-uns/landesmedienanstalten.html
http://www.lpr-hessen.de/medienkompetenz/projekte/einzelansicht-projekt/titel/news-caching-nachrichten-fake-news-hate-speech-co-zurechtfinden-in-online-nachrichten/
http://www.lpr-hessen.de/medienkompetenz/projekte/einzelansicht-projekt/titel/news-caching-nachrichten-fake-news-hate-speech-co-zurechtfinden-in-online-nachrichten/
https://www.mabb.de/uber-die-mabb/aktuelles/veranstaltungen-details/teaching-2-0-773.html
https://www.mabb.de/uber-die-mabb/aktuelles/veranstaltungen-details/teaching-2-0-773.html
http://www.msa-online.de/medienkompetenz/medienmobile/lehrerfortbildung-radio-im-unterricht.html
http://initiatived21.de/app/uploads/2017/01/d21_schule_digital2016.pdf
http://initiatived21.de/app/uploads/2017/01/d21_schule_digital2016.pdf
https://www.internet-abc.de/lehrkraefte/internet-abc-fuer-lehrkraefte/
http://www.so-geht-medien.de/
http://www.lehrer-online.de/
http://www.bildungsserver.de/Landesbildungsserver-450.html
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Regional level (Länder) The state institute for school and media (Landesinstitut für 
Schule und Medien) of Berlin-Brandenburg is the publisher of a manual on cyberbullying 
(Cybermobbing ist nicht cool). It contains a project report plus recommended measures 
to prevent and address cyberbullying incidents. The manual was distributed free of 
charge to schools across the state.  

The senate administration for justice, consumer protection and anti-discrimination 
(Senatsverwaltung für Justiz, Verbraucherschutz und Antidiskriminierung) in Berlin 
promotes interactive workshops in schools on how to manage online data and on 
cyberbullying and cyberstalking (in German). 

Promoting media literacy and online safety through non-formal 
and informal learning 
Projects and initiatives at federal level (Bund) 

The Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth 
(Bundesministerium für Familie, Senioren, Frauen und Jugend, BMFSFJ) promotes the 
following projects and initiatives:  

• The initiative LOOK OUT! How your child handles media (SCHAU HIN! Was Dein Kind 
mit Medien macht) offers parents and guardians of children aged 3 to 13 guidance on 
handling digital media. It provides hands-on tips and activities on how to address 
children’s media consumption. 

• The multimedia award (Multimediapreis) mb21 recognises creative projects run by 
young media producers in various age groups (11-15, 16-20 for school pupils and 12-
25 for university students and apprentices). It was established in 1998. A theme-
specific special award is given away every year (2019: „Something about media“). 

• The Dieter Baacke Award (Dieter Baacke Preis) recognises educational, social and 
cultural model projects in the non-formal education area as well as cooperation 
projects between formal and non-formal educational organisations that encourage 
young people and families to develop a creative, critical way to handle media and 
develop media literacy. A special award was presented in 2019 "Be cheeky, wild and 
wonderful" (special award 2017 was on the critical use of media, echo chambers, hate 
speech and fake news). The Dieter Baacke Award manuals (Handbücher) provide an 
introduction to the winning projects and give users helpful tips on methods, 
opportunities and challenges in media education. 

• The funding guidelines of the national programme “Live democracy” (Demokratie 
leben) make reference to the importance of civic commitment online and of combating 
online hate speech. The programme promotes model projects that are designed to 
strengthen democracy and civic commitment online. Its innovative educational 
formats seek to help children and adolescents, but also parents and mult ipliers and 
teachers to develop the skills they need to respond adequately to hate speech and 
hostility online. Individuals and groups on the receiving end of racism and 
discrimination are to be empowered through the development of new formats. Projects 
that work with adolescents at risk of engaging in hostile behaviour as well as with 
radicalised young people are also supported under this programme. 

Between 2009 and 2015 the Federal Ministry of Justice and Consumer Protection 
(Bundesministerium der Justiz und für Verbraucherschutz, BMJV) ran the project “Watch 
your web”. It offered young people information on safety in social networks, internet 
scams, mobile phone security, data protection, consumer rights and copyright issues on 
the internet. Amongst other things, the project developer a smartphone app to raise 
awareness among young users in a playful manner of safe internet use. It also produced 
an “education package” with material that young people could use to prepare and hold 
their own workshops and activities on online safety, data protection and copyright issues. 
The project brochure “My digital life – A brief guide on legal issues” (Mein digitales Leben 
- Rechtliches kurz erklärt) helps young people to understand complex mat ters such as 

https://www.gew-berlin.de/public/media/Cyber-Mobbing_ist_nicht_cool_2017.pdf
http://www.deutsche-gesellschaft-ev.de/veranstaltungen/bildungsangebote/551-2017-too-much-information.html
http://www.deutsche-gesellschaft-ev.de/veranstaltungen/bildungsangebote/551-2017-too-much-information.html
http://www.bmfsfj.de/
https://www.schau-hin.info/
https://www.schau-hin.info/
http://www.mb21.de/
http://www.dieter-baacke-preis.de/
http://www.dieter-baacke-preis.de/handbuecher/
http://www.demokratie-leben.de/fileadmin/content/PDF-DOC-XLS/Leitlinien/Foerderleitlinie_I.pdf
http://www.demokratie-leben.de/fileadmin/content/PDF-DOC-XLS/Leitlinien/Foerderleitlinie_I.pdf
http://www.bmjv.de/
https://www.ijab.de/was-wir-tun/projektarchiv/watch-your-web/
https://www.ijab.de/was-wir-tun/projektarchiv/watch-your-web/
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copyright, personal rights and data protection). More outcomes and projec t documents 
(Projekte und Dokumente).  
The Watch your web project also launched the WebDays event, whic h was spun off to 
become a separate project in 2016. At WebDays, young people meet up with polit ic ians 
and experts to discuss consumer protection in the digital world. Event  Webdays 2018, 
Results 2016 (Ergebnisse 2018). Young people drew up an agenda for data and 
consumer protection in the digital world (Agenda zu Daten- und Verbraucherschutz in der 
digitalen Welt) and presented it to Germany’s Federal Minister of Justic e and Consumer 
Protection and at the national IT summit. Agenda with requests addressed to politic ians. 
Further WebDays events will be held between 2017 and 2020. 
The initiative “No education without media!” (Keine Bildung ohne Medien) is a nationwide 
initiative to promote media education in all areas of society. Its aims are: 
• Media education in early-learning centres and schools, non-school educational settings 

and in inclusive activities for individuals with disabilities 
• Media education for parents, especially those who are less educated  

• Funding for media education activities  

• Setup and promotion of media education networks 
• Mandatory media education in educational degree courses; more research on media 

education. 
More examples to foster media literacy funded by the federal government  in Germany: 
Answer of the federal government to members of parliament (Thomas Hacker, Katja 
Suding, Nicola Beer, and more and the parliamentary group of the liberals) (Antwort der 
Bundesregierung auf die Kleine Anfrage der Abgeordneten Thomas Hacker, Katja Suding, 
Nicola Beer, weiterer Abgeordneter und der Fraktion der FDP – Drucksache 19/3226) 

Projects and initiatives at regional level (Länder) 
The state media authorities (Landesmedienanstalten) are responsible for promoting 
media literacy and media education among young people. They offer a variety of projects 
to promote media literacy. Examples:  
• The project “Smartphone sector” (Handysektor) is run by the state media authority for 

North Rhine-Westphalia. It raises awareness among young users of potential dangers 
when using smartphones and encourages the responsible use of these devices. 

More information on the media literacy activities of the state media authorities is given at 
Die Medienanstalten: Medienkompetenz 
Training 

Training for child and youth services experts, youth workers and multipliers is offered by, 
inter alia: 

• The Federal Agency for Civic Education (Bundeszentrale für politische Bildung, BpB), 
which has a collection of materials on media education (BpB: Material 
Medienpädagogik). 

• The German chapter of the International Federation of Educative Communities 
(Internationale Gesellschaft für erzieherische Hilfen) offers media literacy and 
education support for child and youth services workers: Two-part in-service t raining 
course. 

• The clearing house for media literacy (Clearingstelle Medienkompetenz) of the German 
Bishops’ Conference (Deutsche Bischofskonferenz) at the Catholic University of Applied 
Sciences (Katholische Hochschule) in Mainz offers a course on media education 
(Zertifikationskurs) in practice for multipliers, who are awarded with a certificate upon 
successful completion. 

https://www.ijab.de/was-wir-tun/projektarchiv/watch-your-web/
https://webdays.net/
https://webdays.net/webdays-2018-jugend-gestaltet-den-digitalen-wandel/
https://webdays.net/?wpv_view_count=33-TCPID4&wpv_paged=2
https://webdays.net/webdays-2018-digitale-agenda-jetzt-online/
https://webdays.net/webdays-2018-digitale-agenda-jetzt-online/
https://www.keine-bildung-ohne-medien.de/
http://dip21.bundestag.de/dip21/btd/19/036/1903649.pdf
http://dip21.bundestag.de/dip21/btd/19/036/1903649.pdf
http://dip21.bundestag.de/dip21/btd/19/036/1903649.pdf
http://www.die-medienanstalten.de/ueber-uns/landesmedienanstalten.html
http://www.handysektor.de/
http://www.die-medienanstalten.de/themen/medienkompetenz-buergermedien/medienkompetenzprojekte-der-landesmedienanstalten.html
http://www.bpb.de/lernen/digitale-bildung/medienpaedagogik/
http://www.bpb.de/lernen/digitale-bildung/medienpaedagogik/
https://www.igfh.de/cms/veranstaltung/weiterbildungsreihe/medienkompetenz-und-medienp%C3%A4dagogik-der-kinder-und-jugendhilfe
https://medienkompetenz.katholisch.de/
https://medienkompetenz.katholisch.de/Zertifikatskurs.aspx
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• The institute for youth work (Institut für Jugendarbeit) in Gauting offers a c ourse in 
media education in youth work (Medienpädagogische Praxis in der Jugendarbeit). 

The regional association of Westphalia-Lippe (Landschaftsverband Westfalen-Lippe, LWL) 
offers training courses on media education. 
• For an overview of training courses on media education, go to the website of the 

Association for Media Education and Communication Culture (Gesellschaft für 
Medienpädagogik und Kommunikationskultur, GMK).  

Funding 

Federal programmes, projects and initiatives on media literacy and online safety rec eive 
funding from, inter alia, the budget of the Child and Youth Plan of the federation (Kinder-  
und Jugendplans des Bundes) or the Federal Ministry of Consumer Protection 
(Verbraucherschutzministerium). The projects of the state media authorities 
(Landesmedienanstalten) are funded by federal state budgets or TV/radio lic ence fees 
(GEZ-Gebühren). Since 1 January 2013 every German household has been liable to a 
standard TV/radio licence fee of 17.50 euros per month (as at November 2019). 

Raising awareness about the risks posed by new media 
Information and advice 
The Federal Review Board for Media Harmful to Minors (Bundesprüfstelle für 
jugendgefährdende Medien, BPjM) is an independent supreme federal authority that is 
affiliated with the Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth 
(Bundesministerium für Familie, Senioren, Frauen und Jugend, BMFSFJ). It verifies 
whether media content is harmful to young people or not. It is also responsible for 
promoting media education and media awareness and advising members of the public on 
matters relating to protection of youth from harmful media.  
Information and advice online: 

• jugendschutz.net monitors mostly youth-related content and activities online for youth 
protection breaches. The nationwide platform documents reactions to and measures 
taken against content that is in violation of the relevant legislation. Internet users c an 
also report breaches via the site. 

• The website “internet-beschwerdestelle.de” is another place where users c an report  
content that is harmful to minors. The website is run by the German Association for 
Voluntary Self-Regulation of Digital Media Service Providers (Freiwillige Selbstkontrolle 
Multimedia-Diensteanbieter, FSM) and the Association of the Internet Industry (eco – 
Verband der Internetwirtschaft). 

• The independent platform “Internet-ABC”, which is run by the organisation “Internet-
ABC e.V.”, an affiliate of the state media authorities (Landesmedienanstalten), offers 
information for parents, teachers and children on how to use the internet safely. 

• The portal www.juuuport.de is a platform for young people to offer peer-to-peer 
support if they encounter trouble while using the internet. Juuuport scouts are 
specially trained to provide this service. A forum allows users to share experienc es. 
Juuuport is run by seven state media authorities (Landesmedienanstalten), with Lower 
Saxony taking the lead. 

• Between 2012 and 2015 the free online resource “End bullying!” (Mobbing -  Schluss 
damit!) for children, young people, adults and schools received funding as part  of the 
initiative “A network for children” (Ein Netz für Kinder) by the Federal Government 
Commissioner for Culture and the Media (Beauftragter der Bundesregierung für Kultur 
und Medien) and the Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and 
Youth (Bundesministerium für Familie, Senioren, Frauen und Jugend). The website 
continues to exist. 

https://www.institutgauting.de/seminare/2017-medienpaedagogische-praxis-in-der-jugendarbeit/
http://www.lwl.org/LWL/Kultur/LWL-LMZ/Medienbildung/fortbildung/
http://gmk-net.de/index.php?id=21
http://gmk-net.de/index.php?id=21
https://www.bmfsfj.de/blob/111964/2f7ae557daa0d2d8fe78f8a3f9569f21/richtlinien-kjp-2017-data.pdf
https://www.bmfsfj.de/blob/111964/2f7ae557daa0d2d8fe78f8a3f9569f21/richtlinien-kjp-2017-data.pdf
https://www.rundfunkbeitrag.de/
http://www.bundespruefstelle.de/
http://www.bundespruefstelle.de/
http://www.bmfsfj.de/
http://www.jugendschutz.net/
https://www.internet-beschwerdestelle.de/
http://www.internet-abc.de/
http://www.juuuport.de/
http://mobbing-schluss-damit.de/
http://mobbing-schluss-damit.de/
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• The portal “youngdata.de” is where young internet users learn about  handling their 
own data and that of others and how to navigate the internet. It is the youth portal of 
the independent data protection authorities of the federal and state government  and 
of the Canton of Zurich (Switzerland). 

• The website “Riskfree chatting” (Chatten ohne Risiko) by jugendschutz.net and the 
state authority for communication (Landesanstalt für Kommunikation) in Baden-
Württemberg offers young people information and tips on safe online communication. 

• Website of the police’s national and state criminal prevention scheme (Polizeiliche 
Kriminalprävention der Länder und des Bundes)  

• State media authorities (Landesmedienanstalten), 
• Online counselling service of the federal organisation for education counselling 

(Bundeskonferenz für Erziehungsberatung, bke) for young people and young adults  
• Youth information centres (Jugendinformationszentren), e.g. Jugendinfo Bremen. 

The free child and youth helpline (Nummer gegen Kummer 116111) provides advic e to 
young people by phone and via online chat if they need help after having been bullied or 
harassed online. 

Face-to-face counselling and information is also offered by the consumer advic e c entres 
(Verbraucherzentralen) in the 16 federal states.  

Initiatives for more risk awareness 

The initiative “Online safety” (Sicher online gehen) of the federal government (specifically 
BMFSFJ), the federal states and the private sector was launched in July 2012 to help 
protect children online. 

BMFSFJ runs various projects to assist children in growing up safely while using media. 
Amongst other things, it supports the No Hate Speech campaign of the Council of Europe. 
In Germany, the campaign NO HATE SPEECH is managed by the organisation New 
German Media Professionals (Neue Deutsche Medienmacher). Young people, too, need to 
be made aware of hate speech online. The initiative LOOK OUT! How your c hild handles 
media (SCHAU HIN! Was Dein Kind mit Medien macht) is aimed at parents and guardians 
of children aged 3 to 13 and provides guidance on handling digital media. 

Germany has signed up to the EU campaign klicksafe. It serves to help internet users 
become critical and competent users of the internet and new media. In Germany, the 
state authority for media and communication (Landeszentrale für Medien und 
Kommunikation, LMK) of Rhineland-Palatinate and the state authority for media 
(Landesanstalt für Medien, LfM) of North Rhine-Westphalia are jointly responsible for 
implementing it. Among the materials published by Klicksafe is a manual about how to 
combat cyberbullying (Ratgeber Cyber-Mobbing). 

6.9 Awareness-raising about non-formal and informal 
learning and quality youth work 
Information providers / counselling structures 
The approx. 600 youth offices (Jugendämter) in Germany are also responsible for youth 
work activities, including a variety of non-school activities for young people such as youth 
centres, youth camps, holiday camps and activities, projects and cultural activit ies. The 
municipal youth centres offer a wide range of activities depending on staffing levels, 
location and clientele. Besides unstructured activities, there are also c reative c ourses, 
games and learning events, cookery and bakery classes, media-related activities, sports, 
art, music and dance activities, homework supervision and extra tuit ion. Through this, 
the youth offices meet their obligations under Book VIII of the Social Code (Achtes 

https://www.youngdata.de/
http://www.chatten-ohne-risiko.net/teens/
http://www.polizei-beratung.de/themen-und-tipps/gefahren-im-internet/cybermobbing/
http://www.polizei-beratung.de/themen-und-tipps/gefahren-im-internet/cybermobbing/
http://www.die-medienanstalten.de/ueber-uns/landesmedienanstalten.html
http://www.bke-jugendberatung.de/
http://fobi.jugendinfo.de/themen.php/955/39001/was-tun-gegen-cybermobbing.html
https://www.nummergegenkummer.de/
http://www.verbraucherzentrale.de/beratung
http://www.sicher-online-gehen.de/
http://www.no-hate-speech.de/
https://www.schau-hin.info/
http://www.klicksafe.de/
http://www.klicksafe.de/service/materialien/broschueren-ratgeber/ratgeber-cyber-mobbing/
http://www.unterstuetzung-die-ankommt.de/de/leistungen/wie-unterstuetzt-das-jugendamt/jugendarbeit/
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/glossary-germany
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Sozialgesetzbuch, SGB VIII), inter alia Section 11. The youth offices’ websites provide 
information on what they offer. 
The organisations providing child and youth work activities outside of schools also 
provide information on their activities. A broad network of around 70 youth informat ion 
centres across Germany provides information on all non-school ac tivit ies and projec ts 
that are open to young people. In southern Germany, the youth information centres have 
formed a regional association (Süddeutsche Jugendinformationszentren). 

Awareness raising initiatives 
Through its youth strategy “Acting for a child- and youth-friendly society” (Handeln für 
eine jugendgerechte Gesellschaft) the Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, 
Women and Youth (Bundesministerium für Familie, Senioren, Frauen und Jugend, 
BMFSFJ) helps to raise awareness of the fact that young people need space to develop 
and in turn, highlight the value and significance of youth work. Among its aims is to 
inform the German debate surrounding the importance of this space and of lively youth 
cultures in order to contribute towards the European discourse on the continued 
development of youth work. 

The German Federal Youth Council (Deutscher Bundesjugendring) is the federation of 
youth associations, regional youth councils (Landesjugendringe) and various aff iliated 
organisations with nationwide activities. It strengthens and represents the interests of 
the youth work community. Amongst other things, it publishes and communicates its 
opinions on a variety of matters towards the public, e.g. in its publication on education 
provided by youth associations (Jugendverbände machen Bildung - und noch viel mehr).  
IJAB, the International Youth Service of the Federal Republic of Germany (Fachstelle für 
Internationale Jugendarbeit der Bundesrepublik) works towards creating more visibilit y 
for international youth work through initiatives as e.g. Action Allianc e for International 
Recognition (Aktionsbündnis Anerkennung International). 

Similarly, the umbrella youth work associations, such as the German Federation for 
Cultural Youth Education (Bundesvereinigung Kulturelle Kinder- und Jugendbildung, BKJ) 
or German Sports Youth (Deutsche Sportjugend) and their member organisations have a 
strong influence on the visibility of youth work. 

There were and are various campaigns to highlight the value to society of youth work: 

• In May 2014 the diocesan working parties for open child and youth services 
(Diözesane Arbeitsgemeinschaften der Offenen Kinder- und Jugendarbeit) ran the 
HERE I AM! (HIER BIN ICH!) campaign in the five (arch-)dioceses together with the 
state working party for Catholic open child and youth services 
(Landesarbeitsgemeinschaft Katholische Offene Kinder- und Jugendarbeit) in North 
Rhine-Westphalia. It aimed to raise awareness of the importance of and necessity for 
Catholic open child and youth services. 

• The campaign “Youth work needs space!” (Jugendarbeit braucht Freiräume!) of the 
state youth council (Landesjugendring) in Rhineland-Palatinate called for more non-
school education opportunities and self-managed places of learning. It  encouraged 
young people to produce video clips and photos illustrating what these spaces mean to 
them and to discuss the youth council’s ideas with council representatives.  

• In 2014 and 2015, the Bavarian Youth Council (Bayerischer Jugendring) launched the 
campaign “Juleica for everyone!” (Juleica für alle!). Juleica is a nationwide ID card 
scheme for volunteer youth workers. The aim was to increase the number of youth 
leaders in Bavaria with a Juleica ID. 

• In the Saarland there was a campaign called “EiJO! Active in youth organisations” 
(EiJO! Engagiert in Jugendorganisationen) that was run by the Saarland youth 
associations and the Saarland state youth council (Landesjugendring Saar). The 
organisers wanted to paint a positive picture of the valuable work done by volunteer 

http://www.jugendinformation-nuernberg.de/sueddeutsche-jugendinformationszentren.html
http://www.bmfsfj.de/
https://www.bmfsfj.de/blob/115544/e5d2bcd8918db3e0d8384058cbd09906/handeln-fuer-eine-jugendgerechte-gesellschaft-die-jugendstrategie-2015-2018-data.pdf
https://www.bmfsfj.de/blob/115544/e5d2bcd8918db3e0d8384058cbd09906/handeln-fuer-eine-jugendgerechte-gesellschaft-die-jugendstrategie-2015-2018-data.pdf
http://www.dbjr.de/
https://www.dbjr.de/fileadmin/Positionen/2012/2012-DBJR-Position-vv-86-bildung.pdf.
http://www.ijab.de/
http://www.ijab.de/
https://www.buendnis-anerkennung.de/
http://www.bkj.de/
https://www.dsj.de/
http://www.lag-kath-okja-nrw.de/die-landesstelle/projekte/
http://freiraum.ljr-rlp.de/
https://www.bjr.de/themen/ehrenamt/juleica/juleica-kampagne.html
http://www.eijo-saar.de/
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youth workers in the Saarland and who these young people are who cont ribute their 
spare time to youth organisations. Parents, decision-makers, businesses, children and 
adolescents were informed of this and were given a variety of ways to show their 
solidarity. 

• Uferlos is a campaign by the working party of youth centres in Saxony 
(Arbeitsgemeinschaft Jugendfreizeitstätten Sachsen) to encourage more internat ional 
youth work in the Free State of Saxony. The campaign spotlights young people, their 
ideas about leisure activities and their needs and lifestyles so as to include them in a 
participatory manner in designing attractive, effective youth exchanges. Uferlos is 
aimed at independent and public-sector youth work organisations and interested 
experts in Saxony. 

• The Action Alliance for International Recognition (Aktionsbündnis Anerkennung 
International) launched the first nationwide campaign event on 8 June 2017. On this 
day, young people in 11 federal states met with 32 politicians in their local 
constituency offices and handed over a dossier detailing three improvements for 
international youth exchanges. One major demand was to provide a mobility voucher 
to all young people so that ALL young people could take part in an international 
exchange. The online campaign #internationalheart by the alliance is designed to 
show how diverse international exchanges are and that they should become part  of 
everyday life, promoting commitment across the country and beyond. The aim is to 
make the contribution to society of international youth work more visible and gain 
more recognition for it. 

6.10 Current debates and reforms 
Forthcoming policy developments 
The question of whether secondary school should last eight years or nine at Gymnasium-
type grammar schools (the G8/G9 debate) is repeatedly subject to debates and 
discussions. In the 2018/2019 school year Bavaria is scheduled to reintroduce the nine-
year Gymnasium system; students will still be able to opt for the G8 variant. North 
Rhine-Westphalia is also planning to reintroduce the G9 system (as from 2019/2020). 

Inclusion in education remains a topic of debate in Germany. The Standing Conference of 
the Ministers of Education and Cultural Affairs (Kultusministerkonferenz, KMK) has 
created the framework necessary for teachers to acquire the skills they need for inclusive 
classrooms. This includes the recommendations on inclusive education for c hildren and 
adolescents with disabilities in schools (Inklusive Bildung von Kindern und Jugendlic hen 
mit Behinderungen in Schulen), a set of revised teacher training standards (Standards 
für die Lehrerbildung: Bildungswissenschaften) from 2014 and a set of joint  state-level 
requirements for specialist disciplines and specialist didactics in teacher training 
(Ländergemeinsame inhaltliche Anforderungen für die Fachwissenschaften und 
Fachdidaktiken in der Lehrerbildung), which were revised to include inclusion. In early 
2015 the KMK and the German Rectors’ Conference (Hochschulrektorenkonferenz) 
adopted a comprehensive set of recommendations on teacher training to promote 
diversity in schools. 

The German Association for Public and Private Welfare (Deutscher Verein für öffentlic he 
und private Fürsorge) for instance, has adopted a set of recommendations on the subject 
(Von der Schulbegleitung zur Schulassistenz in einem inklusiven Schulsystem). The 
Association recommends qualifying school assistants and providing systemic and personal 
assistance so as to enable all pupils to participate fully in school. The German 
Commission for UNESCO (Deutsche UNESCO-Kommission, DUK) adopted a resolution for 
inclusive education in Germany (Für eine inklusive Bildung in Deutschland) that calls for 
the systematic implementation of inclusive education in Germany. Amongst other things, 
it calls upon the German parliament (Bundestag) and the federal government to work 

http://agjf-sachsen.de/uferlos-internationale-jugendarbeit.html
https://www.buendnis-anerkennung.de/
https://www.buendnis-anerkennung.de/
https://www.buendnis-anerkennung.de/internationalheart/
https://stmwk.bayern.de/allgemein/meldung/5082/so-entwickelt-sich-das-gymnasium-zeitgemaess-weiter.html
https://www.schulministerium.nrw.de/docs/Schulpolitik/G8-G9/index.html
http://www.kmk.org/
https://www.kmk.org/fileadmin/Dateien/veroeffentlichungen_beschluesse/2011/2011_10_20-Inklusive-Bildung.pdf
https://www.kmk.org/fileadmin/Dateien/veroeffentlichungen_beschluesse/2011/2011_10_20-Inklusive-Bildung.pdf
https://www.kmk.org/fileadmin/Dateien/veroeffentlichungen_beschluesse/2004/2004_12_16-Standards-Lehrerbildung-Bildungswissenschaften.pdf
https://www.kmk.org/fileadmin/Dateien/veroeffentlichungen_beschluesse/2004/2004_12_16-Standards-Lehrerbildung-Bildungswissenschaften.pdf
http://www.kmk.org/fileadmin/Dateien/veroeffentlichungen_beschluesse/2008/2008_10_16-Fachprofile-Lehrerbildung.pdf
http://www.kmk.org/fileadmin/Dateien/veroeffentlichungen_beschluesse/2008/2008_10_16-Fachprofile-Lehrerbildung.pdf
https://www.kmk.org/fileadmin/Dateien/veroeffentlichungen_beschluesse/2015/2015_03_12-KMK-HRK-Empfehlung-Vielfalt-englisch.pdf
https://www.kmk.org/fileadmin/Dateien/veroeffentlichungen_beschluesse/2015/2015_03_12-KMK-HRK-Empfehlung-Vielfalt-englisch.pdf
https://www.deutscher-verein.de/de/download.php?file=uploads/empfehlungen-stellungnahmen/2016/dv-20-16-schulassistenz.pdf
https://www.unesco.de/node/1728
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with the federal states and local authorities to adopt a sufficiently funded programme to 
promote inclusive education for all stages of life. 
The Federal Training Assistance Act (Bundesausbildungsförderungsgesetz, BAföG) was 
reformed with the aim of creating greater equality and more equal opportunities in 
education. The grants paid under the Act and earnings exemption rates were raised at  
the beginning of the 2016 school year and the 2016/17 winter term. 

There is need for action when it comes to improving the apprenticeship opportunities 
open to young members of the immigrant community and young refugees, as well as 
assisting them with integrating into the VET system. This target group is also in the focus 
of the Alliance for Initial and Further Training (Allianz für Aus und Weiterbildung). 
Another education policy challenge is the failure to fill all available apprenticeship 
positions in the current training year, as is the decline in the number of enterprises 
offering apprenticeships. The Federal Ministry of Education and Research 
(Bundesministerium für Bildung und Forschung) has taken this as an opportunity to 
launch the JOBSTARTER plus programme and address the needs specifically of small and 
medium-sized enterprises (SMEs). The Federal Ministry for Economic Affairs and Energy 
(Bundesministerium für Wirtschaft und Energie) also supports SMEs in f inding the right  
candidates for any unfilled apprenticeship positions (Ausbildungsplätze). 

The Conference of the Ministers of Youth and Family (Jugend- und 
Familienministerkonferenz (JFMK) resolved in May 2017 to provide more assistance to 
families through digitalisation. 

In its declaration on the integration of young refugees through education dated 6 October 
2016 (Erklärung zur Integration von jungen Geflüchteten durch Bildung) KMK draws up 
objectives and challenges in regard to integrating young school-age refugees quickly into 
mainstream classrooms, offering appropriate support to those wishing to embark on an 
apprenticeship, and supporting young refugees who wish to enrol in university and have 
the required qualifications. 

Ongoing debates 
Another major subject in the current education debate is digital education. In June 2017 
the federal states pledged allegiance to the federal government/state agreement to 
support digital education in schools (Bund-Länder-Vereinbarung zur Unterstützung der 
Bildung in der digitalen Welt im Bereich der Schule, “DigitalPakt Schule”). The federal 
government has earmarked around five billion euros for the period 2018 to 2022 for 
expanding the IT infrastructure in public and independent general-education, vocational 
and special-needs schools. In December 2016 the Standing Conference of the Ministers 
of Education and Cultural Affairs (Kultusministerkonferenz) presented its strategy on 
education in a digital world (Bildung in der digitalen Welt) which outlines fields of ac tion 
for Germany’s education system. 
In vocational training, too, digital education has a role to play. KMK, the Confederation of 
German Employers' Associations (Bundesvereinigung der Deutschen 
Arbeitgeberverbände, BDA) and the German Trade Union Confederation (Deutscher 
Gewerkschaftsbund, DGB) welcome efforts to expand the IT infrast ructure in sc hools. 
They have pledged to step up cooperation between companies and vocational sc hools 
also in the organisational, didactic and methodological fields (Gemeinsam für starke 
Berufsschulen in der digitalen Welt). 
The reader may also consult the Eurydice chapter on Germany > Ongoing Reforms and 
Policy Developments. 

 

  

https://www.baf%C3%B6g.de/
http://www.aus-und-weiterbildungsallianz.de/
https://www.bmbf.de/pub/Berufsbildungsbericht_2017.pdf
https://jfmk.de/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/MndN6j-Jugend-_und_Familienministerkonferenz_18.-19._Mai_2017_-_Protokoll.pdf
https://www.kmk.org/fileadmin/Dateien/veroeffentlichungen_beschluesse/2016/2016_10_06-Erklaerung-Integration.pdf
https://www.bildung-forschung.digital/de/der-digitalpakt-schule-kommt-2330.html
https://www.bildung-forschung.digital/de/der-digitalpakt-schule-kommt-2330.html
https://www.kmk.org/fileadmin/Dateien/pdf/PresseUndAktuelles/2017/KMK-Strategie_Bildung_in_der_digitalen_Welt_Zusammenfassung_en.pdf
https://www.kmk.org/fileadmin/Dateien/pdf/PresseUndAktuelles/2017/KMK-Strategie_Bildung_in_der_digitalen_Welt_Zusammenfassung_en.pdf
https://www.kmk.org/fileadmin/Dateien/pdf/PresseUndAktuelles/2017/2017-05-30_Gem._Erklaerung_KMK-DGB-BDA.pdf
https://www.kmk.org/fileadmin/Dateien/pdf/PresseUndAktuelles/2017/2017-05-30_Gem._Erklaerung_KMK-DGB-BDA.pdf
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/eurydice/content/ongoing-reforms-and-policy-developments-25_en
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/eurydice/content/ongoing-reforms-and-policy-developments-25_en
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7. HEALTH AND WELL-BEING 

According to the German Health Interview and Examination Survey for Children and 
Adolescents (Kinder- und Jugendgesundheitssurvey, KiGGS) carried out  by the Robert  
Koch Institute (Robert-Koch-Institut), the health of children and young people and the 
health care available to them can be rated good to very good. 

Germany has a broad variety of offers and measures relating to the early detection of 
health disorders and prevention including the early detection and the youth health check-
ups. There is also a large number of health education and promotion services and 
counselling to choose from. 
The call for equity in health – including for children and young people – is an important  
subject and features heavily in discussions on health policy in Germany. The Equity in 
Health Cooperation Network (Kooperationsverbund Gesundheitliche Chancengleichheit) 
was initiated by Federal Centre for Health Education (Bundeszentrale für gesundheitliche 
Aufklärung). Its key objectives are to improve equity in health in Germany and promote 
good health among the socially disadvantaged. 

The Federal Ministry of Health (Bundesministerium für Gesundheit) has a key role in 
drafting and creating proposed legislation on a federal (national) level. The responsible 
ministries in the federal states (Bundesländer) play a central role in two main areas of 
German health care: inpatient care and the public health service. An important  foc us of 
activities in the federal states is on prevention, i.e. programmes and initiatives to 
maintain and promote public health and the health of specific target groups such as 
children and young people. 

Traditionally, the public health service is responsible for health care and prevention (such 
as check-ups when starting school, counselling for mothers and pregnant women), 
psychiatric and socio-psychiatric community care, monitoring and c ounselling servic es 
relating to hygiene, infectious diseases, the movement of pharmaceuticals and 
environmental medicine. These tasks are usually carried out by the local health 
authorities in the districts and towns/cities or by specialist facilities at regional or federal 
state level. The federal states control the structure and responsibilit ies of their public  
health services in state laws. 

7.1 General context 
Main trends in the health conditions of young people 
Health of children and young people 

In Germany, the health of children and young people and the health care available to 
them can be rated good to very good. These were the findings from parent surveys and 
studies of children and young people carried out by the Robert Koch Inst itute (Robert -
Koch-Institut) as part of the German Health Interview and Examination Survey for 
Children and Adolescents (Kinder- und Jugendgesundheitssurvey, KiGGS). However, 
there is a noticeable shift away from acute and towards chronic diseases and 
psychological disorders. The chances of enjoying a life free from disease and health 
problems are also spread unequally. In particular, children from socially disadvantaged 
families are exposed to higher health risks. These can be caused by family lifestyle and 
living conditions. For example, children and young people from disadvantaged families 
are affected more than average by traffic accidents, various diseases, being overweight 
and psychological disorders. 
Representative studies also show that there are significant problems in Germany as a 
result of people being overweight and inactive on the one hand, and suffering from 
eating disorders and malnutrition on the other, as well as a lack of exercise. This 

http://www.rki.de/
https://www.gesundheitliche-chancengleichheit.de/
http://www.bzga.de/
http://www.bzga.de/
http://www.bundesgesundheitsministerium.de/
http://www.rki.de/
http://www.rki.de/
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increases the risk that children and young people in particular will also suffer from health 
problems. 
The federal government has therefore developed and adopted a strategy for the 
promotion of child health (Strategie der Bundesregierung zur Förderung der 
Kindergesundheit). The strategy is based on the findings of the German Health Interview 
and Examination Survey for Children and Adolescents (KiGGS study) carried out  by the 
Robert Koch Institute (Robert-Koch-Institut) from 2003 to 2006. This study was the f irst  
of its kind to collect extensive and representative data on the health of children and 
young people in Germany, their attitudes to health, and the health care available to 
them. The initial findings from the first follow-up, KiGGS Wave 1 (KiGGS-Welle 1), are 
summarised in the booklet 'The health of children and adolescents in Germany – 2013' 
(Die Gesundheit von Kindern und Jugendlichen in Deutschland - 2013), available 
at www.kiggs-studie.de. The federal government's child health st rategy pulls together 
the various initiatives to promote child health that extend to many areas outside of the 
health care system, and initiates new measures. 
The strategy includes initiatives in the following key action areas: 

• Improving prevention and promoting health 

• Promoting equity in health 

• Reducing health risks 
• Monitoring the current situation, carrying out basic research and ident ifying risk and 

protection factors 

To meet these targets, the Federal Ministry of Health (Bundesministerium für 
Gesundheit) has launched a number of projects (in German). Measures to promote the 
mental health of children and young people have been implemented, educational 
programmes for children with all types of chronic diseases have been developed and 
tested, and reviews into the expansion of preventive services initiated. 

The strategy for the promotion of child health enhances the federal government 's c hild 
welfare initiatives, which include the National Action Plan for a Germany f it  for c hildren 
2005–2010 (Nationaler Aktionsplan der Bundesregierung für ein kindergerechtes 
Deutschland 2005–2010). 

As part of the state's guardian role, the government must ensure that parents take 
responsibility for the health and well-being of their children. The federal states 
(Bundesländer) and local communities have the main responsibility for ensuring child 
welfare and child protection. Outreach work by child and youth services (Kinder- und 
Jugendhilfe) and the public health care service along with targeted support for families in 
difficult living circumstances are important tools in the battle against c hild neglec t and 
child abuse. The aim is to identify risks before birth and provide families with appropriate 
offers of assistance. The initiatives in the federal states and local c ommunit ies support  
the federal government, for example, as part of the government initiative Early 
Prevention in Childhood (Frühe Hilfen). 
Active child protection thanks to Early Prevention in Childhood (Frühe Hilfen) 
and reliable networks 

The Early Prevention in Childhood (Frühe Hilfen) programme offers basic child and youth 
services to parents and parents-to-be. The federal states (Bundesländer) and local 
communities decide how they approach parents to give them information and advic e on 
local support services. This could be done by the health authorities or youth off ices, for 
example. All key agents of child protection, such as youth offices, schools, health 
authorities, hospitals, pregnancy advice centres, doctors and the police are brought 
together in one Early Prevention in Childhood (Frühe Hilfen) network to ensure the 
support services offered to families on the birth of a child are well coordinated. 

https://extranet.who.int/nutrition/gina/sites/default/files/DEU%202008%20Strategie%20der%20Bundesregierung%20zur%20F%C3%B6rderung%20der%20Kindergesundheit.pdf
https://extranet.who.int/nutrition/gina/sites/default/files/DEU%202008%20Strategie%20der%20Bundesregierung%20zur%20F%C3%B6rderung%20der%20Kindergesundheit.pdf
http://www.rki.de/kiggs
http://www.kiggs-studie.de/
http://www.bmg.bund.de/
http://www.bmg.bund.de/
https://extranet.who.int/nutrition/gina/sites/default/files/DEU%202008%20Strategie%20der%20Bundesregierung%20zur%20F%C3%B6rderung%20der%20Kindergesundheit.pdf
http://www.bmfsfj.de/blob/94406/9d8935dd8b9a186b595f831d5408c41c/nap-report-data.pdf
http://www.bmfsfj.de/blob/94406/9d8935dd8b9a186b595f831d5408c41c/nap-report-data.pdf
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/glossary-germany
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/glossary-germany
http://www.fruehehilfen.de/
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Germany’s Federal Child Protection Act (Bundeskinderschutzgesetz ), adopted on 1 
January 2012, was the first piece of legislation to enshrine the Early Prevention in 
Childhood programme. It incorporated a federal initiative on Early Prevention in 
Childhood and Family Midwifery (Bundesinitiative Netzwerke Frühe Hilfen und 
Familienhebammen, or Bundesinitiative Frühe Hilfen for short), which initially ran from 
2012 to 2015 and was a quality development process that served to establish and 
strengthen early prevention in childhood services. Once this federal initiative expired, the 
federal foundation for early prevention in childhood (Bundesstiftung Frühe Hilfen) 
stepped in to continue these successful efforts and ensure that exist ing st ructures and 
tried-and-tested early prevention in childhood services would be supported in the long 
term. 

The federal government thus covers more than half of the additional c osts inc urred by 
federal states and local communities in connection with the Federal Child Protec tion Act 
(Bundeskinderschutzgesetz). 
The child protection guidelines (Kinderschutzleitlinie) published in February 2019 by the 
Association of Scientific Medical Societies in Germany (Arbeitsgemeinschaft der 
Wissenschaftlichen Medizinischen Fachgesellschaften e.V., AWMF) are the first evidence-
based guidelines of this kind to be developed jointly by a number of relevant professional 
bodies and organisations. 

Health targets 
The gesundheitsziele.de health targets forum involves the cooperation of more than 140 
German health care organisations and aims to push forward the nat ional health target 
process. It has existed for 17 years. Its members include policymakers at federal, state 
and community level, self-governing organisations, industry associations, patient and 
self-help organisations and scientific institutes. 

The health target for children and young people 'Grow up healthy: life competence, 
physical activity, nutrition' (Gesund aufwachsen: Lebenskompetenz, Bewegung, 
Ernährung) was published in 2003 and updated in 2010. The setting-based approach to 
'promoting health in child day care' (Gesundheitsfördernde Kindertagesstätte) is currently 
being evaluated. 
The stated aims are: 

• To improve children and young people's life skills  

• To reduce stress/negative influences on children, young people and families 
• To promote physical activity among children and young people 

• To reduce malnutrition and promote healthy eating in families 

• To improve the conditions and structures in place for promot ing health in c hild day 
care centres, schools, families/environment 

Initial recommended measures: 
• Raise awareness among agents of child and youth services with the aim of establishing 

the promotion of health as a professional standard in child and youth services 
• Ban food advertisements directed at children and product placement in and around 

children's television programmes 

• Integrate life skills as a topic into training for all educators and teachers and develop 
on an ongoing basis to keep up with developments and quality standards 

• Child day care centres implement measures in the workplace to promote health 

• Child day care centres provide children with at least two free meals per day 
• Encourage children and young people to enjoy exercise as part of physical education 

• Include practical and theoretical education on nutrition in existing school subjects 

https://www.fruehehilfen.de/grundlagen-und-fachthemen/grundlagen-der-fruehen-hilfen/bundesstiftung-fruehe-hilfen/bundesinitiative-fruehe-hilfen/
https://www.fruehehilfen.de/grundlagen-und-fachthemen/grundlagen-der-fruehen-hilfen/bundesstiftung-fruehe-hilfen/
http://www.bgbl.de/xaver/bgbl/start.xav?start=//*%5B@attr_id=%27bgbl111s2975.pdf%27%5D#__bgbl__%2F%2F*%5B%40attr_id%3D%27bgbl111s2975.pdf%27%5D__1491993793912
https://www.fruehehilfen.de/fileadmin/user_upload/fruehehilfen.de/pdf/Kinderschutzleitlinie-Langfassung.pdf
https://www.fruehehilfen.de/fileadmin/user_upload/fruehehilfen.de/pdf/Kinderschutzleitlinie-Langfassung.pdf
http://gesundheitsziele.de/
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• Remove drink vending machines and replace with drinking water dispensers 
• Develop setting-based and subject-specific quality assurance tools 

Improving medical care 

In 2006, the commission for paediatric medicinal products (Expertenkommission 
Arzneimittel für Kinder und Jugendliche) was created at the Federal Inst itute for Drugs 
and Medical Services (Bundesinstitut für Arzneimittel und Medizinprodukte) to improve 
medical care for children and young people. The commission is consulted on national 
licensing decisions on paediatric medicinal products. It also assesses the licensing 
requirements for adult medicinal products that are also used for children and young 
people (Medikamente für Erwachsene, zulässig auch für Kinder). 
Latest health surveys and studies 

Statistics 

The Federal Statistics Office (Statistisches Bundesamt) regularly collects health data in 
Germany. The following surveys are of interest with respect to children and young 
people: A European comparison of accidents, violence and suicide among c hildren and 
young people (Unfälle, Gewalt und Selbstverletzungen bei Kindern und Jugendlic hen im 
europäischen Vergleich). Verdict: Between 2001 and 2016, the number of children (1 to 
14 years) who died from fatal injuries fell significantly: by 43% (from 4.7 to 3.0 per 
100.000) in Germany and across Europe, between 2001 and 2010 the proportion already 
declined by 44% (from 6.6 to 3.7 per 100.000); these are the most recent available 
figures. However, fatal injuries sustained by children aged one and above have been the 
most frequent cause of death among children and young people in Germany and Europe 
for many years (Unfälle, Gewalt, Selbstverletzung bei Kindern und Jugendlichen 2014. 
Ergebnisse der amtlichen Statistik zum Verletzungsgeschehen 2012. Fachbericht). 

The large majority of young people aged 16 to 25 rate their health as very good to good 
(Selbsteinschätzung des Gesundheitszustandes nach Altersgruppen und Geschlecht). 

German Health Interview and Examination Survey for Children and Adolescents 
(Kinder- und Jugendgesundheitssurvey, KiGGS) 
In 1998, the Robert Koch Institute (Robert-Koch-Institut) began devising and testing a 
German Health Interview and Examination Survey for Children and Adolescents (Kinder-  
und Jugendgesundheitssurvey, KiGGS) with the support of national and international 
experts. 

The first phase of the survey (KiGGS-Basiserhebung) ran from 2003 to 2006 and 
involved questionnaires and analyses. The interviewees were later c ontacted again for 
questioning in later survey phases, following a longitudinal approach. The first follow-up 
survey, known as KiGGS Wave 1 (KiGGS Welle 1), commenced in 2009 and ended in 
2012. During this phase, most information was gathered in telephone interviews. 

The second follow-up, KiGGS Wave 2 (KiGGS Welle 2), started in September 2014 and, 
like the first basic phase, involved questionnaires, analyses and tests. A variety of survey 
instruments as well as the process itself were verified for their effectiveness in a pre-test. 
KiGGS Welle 2 ended in August 2017. 
Funding for this study, which remains one of a kind in both in Germany and abroad, was 
provided by the Federal Ministry of Health (Bundesministerium für Gesundheit, BMG), the 
Federal Ministry of Education and Research (Bundesministerium für Bildung und 
Forschung, BMBF) and the Robert Koch Institute (Robert Koch-Institut, RKI). In-depth 
sub-studies were financed by the Federal Ministry of Food and Agriculture 
(Bundesministerium für Ernährung und Landwirtschaft, BMEL), the Federal Ministry for 
the Environment (Bundesministerium für Umwelt, Naturschutz und nukleare Sic herheit , 
BMU) and the Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth 
(Bundesministerium für Familie, Senioren, Frauen und Jugend, BMFSFJ). 

http://www.bfarm.de/
https://www.bfarm.de/DE/Arzneimittel/Arzneimittelzulassung/Arzneimittel_fuer_Kinder/KAKJ/_node.html
https://www.destatis.de/DE/Themen/Gesellschaft-Umwelt/Gesundheit/Gesundheitszustand-Relevantes-Verhalten/Publikationen/Downloads-Gesundheitszustand/unfaelle-gewalt-kinder-tabellenband-xlsx-5230001.html
https://www.destatis.de/DE/Themen/Gesellschaft-Umwelt/Gesundheit/Gesundheitszustand-Relevantes-Verhalten/Publikationen/Downloads-Gesundheitszustand/unfaelle-gewalt-kinder-tabellenband-xlsx-5230001.html
https://www.destatis.de/DE/Themen/Gesellschaft-Umwelt/Gesundheit/Gesundheitszustand-Relevantes-Verhalten/Publikationen/Downloads-Gesundheitszustand/unfaelle-gewalt-kinder-tabellenband-xlsx-5230001.html
https://www.destatis.de/DE/Themen/Gesellschaft-Umwelt/Gesundheit/Gesundheitszustand-Relevantes-Verhalten/Publikationen/Downloads-Gesundheitszustand/unfaelle-gewalt-kinder-5230001149004.pdf?__blob=publicationFile&v=4
https://www.destatis.de/DE/Themen/Gesellschaft-Umwelt/Gesundheit/Gesundheitszustand-Relevantes-Verhalten/Publikationen/Downloads-Gesundheitszustand/unfaelle-gewalt-kinder-5230001149004.pdf?__blob=publicationFile&v=4
https://www.destatis.de/DE/Themen/Gesellschaft-Umwelt/Gesundheit/Gesundheitszustand-Relevantes-Verhalten/Tabellen/gesundheitszustand-selbsteinschaetzung.html
http://www.kiggs-studie.de/deutsch/home.html
http://www.kiggs-studie.de/deutsch/home.html
https://www.bundesgesundheitsministerium.de/en/en.html
https://www.bmbf.de/en/index.html
https://www.bmbf.de/en/index.html
https://www.rki.de/EN/Home/homepage_node.html
https://www.bmel.de/EN/Home/home_node.html;jsessionid=EAE415DA6F8105B2C2343BB37DE3BDEA.internet2832
https://www.bmel.de/EN/Home/home_node.html;jsessionid=EAE415DA6F8105B2C2343BB37DE3BDEA.internet2832
http://www.bmfsfj.de/
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The KiGGS findings were incorporated virtually directly into public health programmes 
and strategies. For example, the National Action Plan IN FORM (Nationaler Aktionsplan IN 
FORM) used the KiGGS findings to help prevent malnutrition, lack of exercise, overweight 
and associated diseases, as did the Life Carries Weight initiative (Leben hat Gewicht) and 
the federal government's strategy for the promotion of child health (Strategie der 
Bundesregierung zur Förderung der Kindergesundheit). Analyses of the KiGGS data are 
found in the federal government's Third Report on Poverty and Wealth (3. Armuts-  und 
Reichtumsbericht), the Third Report on Child and Youth Sport (3. Deutscher Kinder-  und 
Jugendsportbericht), the Eighth Family Report (8. Familienbericht) and a report  for the 
Advisory Council for the Assessment of Developments in the Health Care System 
(Sachverständigenrat zur Begutachtung der Entwicklung im Gesundheitswesen). 

Relatively recent cross-cutting data and trends (2018) exist concerning a variety of 
health-related topics that came out of Wave 2 of KiGGS: 

• General health of children and adolescents in Germany 

• Youth overweight and obesity in Germany 
• Physical activity of children and adolescents in Germany 

• consumption of sugary soft drinks among children and adolescents in Germany 

• Smoking among children and adolescents in Germany 

KiGGS has three special aspects: 
• KiGGS regularly makes representative data available nationwide that c an be used to 

describe the current state of health among children and young people under 18 years 
old as well as identifying trends over time 

• KiGGS collects health data using surveys, medical screening, tests and lab analyses to 
improve the validity of measurements and obtain better estimates of disease rates 

• KiGGS also contains a cohort, which means that children and young people from the 
baseline survey are invited to participate on a regular basis into adulthood to allow the 
analysis of causes and circumstances that contribute to changes in health during their 
lifetime. 

Key data on the current KiGGS Wave 2 (KiGGS Welle 2) survey: 

Project term: September 2014 to February 2017 Participants: about 23000 (planned) 
Age: 0 to 29 years old Locations: 167 towns and cities across Germany 

The 15th child and youth report (Kinder- und Jugendbericht), entitled “Between freedom, 
family, all-day school and virtual worlds – Personality development and education for 
young people” (Zwischen Freiräumen, Familie, Ganztagsschule und virtuellen Welten – 
Persönlichkeitsentwicklung und Bildungsanspruch im Jugendalter), provides a current 
picture of the realities and lives of adolescents and young adults. It examines the 
circumstances under which young people are growing up, how they are inf luenced by 
digitalisation, demographic development and globalisation, and analyses the issues 
typically faced by this target group. It also covers the issue of young people’s health. The 
report was published in 2017. 
PISA 2018 study 

The PISA 2018 study contains a lot of data on the well-being of school pupils in 
Germany. For example, it found that 73% of school pupils are satisfied or very sat isf ied 
with life (OECD comparison: 71%). The study also says that only 3% of school pupils do 
not engage in any physical activity outside of school (OECD comparison: 7%). 

Epidemiological study of child and youth medical care in Germany 

An epidemiological study of paediatric care in Germany by the German Academy of 
Paediatrics and Adolescent Medicine (Deutsche Akademie für Kinder- und Jugendmedizin 
e.V., DAKJ) looks at which regions can expect problems in the future especially when it  

http://www.vdoe.de/fileadmin/redaktion/download/allgemeine_downloads/NationalerAktionsplan2008.pdf
http://www.vdoe.de/fileadmin/redaktion/download/allgemeine_downloads/NationalerAktionsplan2008.pdf
http://www.bundesgesundheitsministerium.de/themen/praevention/gesundheitsgefahren/essstoerungen/leben-hat-gewicht.html
https://extranet.who.int/nutrition/gina/sites/default/files/DEU%202008%20Strategie%20der%20Bundesregierung%20zur%20F%C3%B6rderung%20der%20Kindergesundheit.pdf
https://extranet.who.int/nutrition/gina/sites/default/files/DEU%202008%20Strategie%20der%20Bundesregierung%20zur%20F%C3%B6rderung%20der%20Kindergesundheit.pdf
http://www.bmas.de/DE/Service/Medien/Publikationen/a322-3-armuts-und-reichtumsbericht-der-bundesregierung.html
http://www.bmas.de/DE/Service/Medien/Publikationen/a322-3-armuts-und-reichtumsbericht-der-bundesregierung.html
https://www.dosb.de/sonderseiten/news/news-detail/news/was-steht-im-dritten-deutschen-kinder-und-jugendsportbericht-3/?no_cache=1&tx_news_pi1%5Bcontroller%5D=News&tx_news_pi1%5Baction%5D=detail&cHash=886be6f1177308628b7f01239da1c894
https://www.dosb.de/sonderseiten/news/news-detail/news/was-steht-im-dritten-deutschen-kinder-und-jugendsportbericht-3/?no_cache=1&tx_news_pi1%5Bcontroller%5D=News&tx_news_pi1%5Baction%5D=detail&cHash=886be6f1177308628b7f01239da1c894
https://www.bmfsfj.de/bmfsfj/service/publikationen/zeit-fuer-familie---achter-familienbericht/74968?view=DEFAULT
https://www.rki.de/DE/Content/Gesundheitsmonitoring/Gesundheitsberichterstattung/GBEDownloadsJ/FactSheets/JoHM_01_2018_allgemeine_Gesundheit_KiGGS-Welle2.pdf;jsessionid=F6127182A3938F37C40F3BC23C6E9E03.2_cid298?__blob=publicationFile
https://www.rki.de/DE/Content/Gesundheitsmonitoring/Gesundheitsberichterstattung/GBEDownloadsJ/FactSheets/JoHM_01_2018_Adipositas_KiGGS-Welle2.pdf;jsessionid=F6127182A3938F37C40F3BC23C6E9E03.2_cid298?__blob=publicationFile
https://www.rki.de/DE/Content/Gesundheitsmonitoring/Gesundheitsberichterstattung/GBEDownloadsJ/FactSheets/JoHM_01_2018_koerperliche_Aktivitaet_KiGGS-Welle2.pdf;jsessionid=F6127182A3938F37C40F3BC23C6E9E03.2_cid298?__blob=publicationFile
https://www.rki.de/DE/Content/Gesundheitsmonitoring/Gesundheitsberichterstattung/GBEDownloadsJ/FactSheets/JoHM_01_2018_zuckerhaltige_Getraenke_KiGGS-Welle2.pdf;jsessionid=F6127182A3938F37C40F3BC23C6E9E03.2_cid298?__blob=publicationFile
https://www.rki.de/DE/Content/Gesundheitsmonitoring/Gesundheitsberichterstattung/GBEDownloadsJ/FactSheets/JoHM_01_2018_Rauchverhalten_KiGGS-Welle2.pdf;jsessionid=F6127182A3938F37C40F3BC23C6E9E03.2_cid298?__blob=publicationFile
https://www.dji.de/fileadmin/user_upload/bibs2017/15_KJB_Wabnitz_b.pdf
https://www.dji.de/fileadmin/user_upload/bibs2017/15_KJB_Wabnitz_b.pdf
https://www.pisa.tum.de/pisa-2018/
http://dakj.de/
http://dakj.de/
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comes to ensuring outpatient paediatrics and adolescent medicine, what the problems 
might be, the roles of other doctor groups, health care professions or hospitals in 
safeguarding paediatric and adolescent medicine, and what form needs-based planning 
for paediatric and adolescent medicine might take. The findings stem mainly from 
analysing data from the statistical offices in the federal states (Bundesländer) and at  a 
national level, analysing morbidity data and literature, and semi-statistical interviews. 
Project term: 1 October 2015 to 31 May 2016. 
Nutrition reports 

Every four years, the German Nutrition Society (Deutsche Gesellsc haft für Ernährung, 
DGE) publishes a nutrition report on behalf of the Federal Ministry of Food and 
Agriculture (Bundesministerium für Ernährung und Landwirtschaft, BMEL). The report 
investigates what and how much is eaten in Germany, how people's eat ing habit s and 
health care have changed, whether nutritional recommendations are being implemented 
and what measures are needed to promote public health. Summaries of the nutrition 
reports (Kurzfassungen der Ernährungsberichte) 

The analysis of the National Nutrition Survey (Nationale Verzehrstudie, NVS II) c onfirms 
that increasing numbers of the German public suffer from weight problems: two thirds of 
men and more than half of women are overweight. One in five is obese and at risk of 
cardiovascular disease or diabetes. 
A long-term study of eating habits in Germany is carried out as part of the German 
National Nutrition Monitoring programme (Nationales Ernährungsmonitoring, NEMONIT). 
Once a year, the Max-Rubner-Institut surveys a panel of almost 2000 people aged 
between 18 and 80 years old who have already taken part in the National Nutrition 
Survey (Nationale Verzehrstudie II). 

Drug affinity study 
Once a year, the Federal Centre for Health Education (Bundeszentrale für gesundheitliche 
Aufklärung, BzgA) carries out a 'drug affinity study' (Drogen- und Suchtbericht) on behalf 
of the Federal Ministry of Health (Bundesgesundheitsministerium). The results of the last  
study were published in the second half of 2018. According to the study, the federal 
government's drug and addiction prevention measures are successful. It says that young 
people are smoking less, drinking less alcohol and taking fewer drugs, but binge drinking 
and cannabis consumption are still a problem. 
Delphi survey 

In 2008, the National Action Plan IN FORM (Nationaler Aktionsplan IN FORM) was 
adopted with the aim of reducing malnutrition, increasing activity levels and reducing the 
number of overweight people to minimise the associated diseases. The IN FORM – 
German national initiative to promote healthy diets and physical activity (IN FORM – 
Deutschlands Initiative für gesunde Ernährung und mehr Bewegung) brought a lot of 
momentum to the promotion of physical activity. The push by the Federal Ministry of 
Health (Bundesministerium für Gesundheit, BMG) resulted in physical activity and the 
promotion of physical activity being integrated into prevention and health promotion 
work, rehabilitation, care and therapy even after project funding ended. 

Following this, the Faculty of Health Sciences at Bielefeld University (Fakultät für 
Gesundheitswissenschaften der Universität Bielefeld), in cooperation with the German 
Sport University Cologne (Deutsche Sporthochschule Köln, DSHS), was tasked by BMG to 
evaluate the development of structures to promote physical activity and to identify 
possible courses of action. The Ministry wanted to know how well the promotion of 
physical activity has been structurally integrated in various fields in Germany and where 
gaps remain or repetition has arisen. The focus was on health prevention/promotion 
work, rehabilitation, care and therapy. 

http://www.dge.de/
http://www.dge.de/
http://www.dge.de/wissenschaft/ernaehrungsberichte
http://www.mri.bund.de/de/institute/ernaehrungsverhalten/forschungsprojekte/nvsII/
http://www.mri.bund.de/de/institute/ernaehrungsverhalten/forschungsprojekte/nemonit/
http://www.bzga.de/
http://www.bzga.de/
https://www.drogenbeauftragte.de/presse/pressekontakt-und-mitteilungen/2018/2018-3quartal/drogen-und-suchtbericht-2018-erschienen.html?L=0
http://www.in-form.de/
http://www.uni-bielefeld.de/gesundhw
http://www.uni-bielefeld.de/gesundhw
http://www.dshs-koeln.de/
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The National Action Plan was evaluated between April 2017 and Oc tober 2018 and the 
final report was published in October 2019. The results are available for consultation on 
the IN FORM website. 

Other representative studies 
Since the 1970s, the Federal Centre for Health Education (Bundeszentrale für 
gesundheitliche Aufklärung, BZgA) has been carrying out regular representative studies 
on the knowledge, attitudes and habits of young people and young adults regarding 
alcohol, tobacco and illicit drugs. It has also put together a prevention-related 
information base on the topics of sex education and AIDS (Datengrundlagen zu den 
Themen Sexualaufklärung und AIDS). 

Surveys on the health situation of children and adolescents in the federal states 
(Länder) A recent publication exists on the health and health opportunities of children in 
the state of Brandenburg (Gesundheit und Gesundheitschancen für Kinder im Land 
Brandenburg). 

Main concepts 
Equity in health 

The call for equity in health – including for children and young people – is an important  
subject and features heavily in discussions on health policy in Germany, espec ially for 
socially disadvantaged children and adolescents. Since early 2000, growing numbers of 
studies have researched the causes of social and health-related inequalities in influences 
on early childhood. These new studies offer an integrated view of the interplay between 
the environment, the human mind and inherited traits. It has been shown that 
experiences of poverty and neglect, particularly in the first few months of life, affect 
long-term behavioural development. These are permanent hormonal pat terns that are 
set during 'sensitive periods', not just simple learning processes, and are thus very hard 
to change. Children exposed to these kinds of influences have concentration and memory 
problems and difficulty planning and seeing negotiations through to the end. By contrast, 
a stimulating, low-stress environment nurtures abilities that lead to success in school and 
professional life. This affects opportunities to resolve problems and successfully 
overcome challenges. The result: Opportunities in life are created or restricted, and 
susceptibility to disease is established at a young age. For more information, visit 
gesundheitliche-chancengleichheit.de 
After Germany‘s Prevention Act (Präventionsgesetz) came into force in 2015, 
Coordination Centres for Equity in Health (Koordinierungsstellen Gesundheitliche 
Chancengleichheit) were rolled out across the country in order to strengthen health 
services at the municipal level. 

Since January 2016 the Federal Centre for Health Education (BZgA) partnered up with an 
EU project on Intersectoral Health and Environment Research for Innovation (INHERIT), 
which receives funding under Horizon 2020, the EU Framework Programme for Research. 
The project aims to identify strategies and interventions that relate to people’s physical 
and social environments, encourages them to make healthy and sustainable choices, and 
serves to ensure that healthy lifestyles are recognised by all people as simple and 
attractive options. 
Early Prevention (Frühe Hilfen) 

Parents in Germany have access to a number of support services and facilities. 
Systematically linking these up in a way that provides tailored help to parents and 
children is the task of Early Prevention (Frühe Hilfen). This requires relevant burdens on 
parents to be identified systematically on the basis of the broadest possible access. Early 
Prevention services range from practical everyday help such as household organisat ion 
through to teaching relationship and parenting skills to mothers and fathers (to-be). The 
services are available to all parents, but with a focus on families in problematic areas 
(selective prevention). 

https://in-form.de/in-form/allgemein/in-form-evaluationsbericht
http://www.bzga.de/
http://www.bzga.de/
https://www.bzga.de/forschung/studien-untersuchungen/?uid=2563baf048408f222cd9d51913e12035
https://www.bzga.de/forschung/studien-untersuchungen/?uid=2563baf048408f222cd9d51913e12035
https://masgf.brandenburg.de/sixcms/media.php/9/MASGF_Gesundheit_Kinder_2018_NEU_web.pdf
https://masgf.brandenburg.de/sixcms/media.php/9/MASGF_Gesundheit_Kinder_2018_NEU_web.pdf
https://www.gesundheitliche-chancengleichheit.de/gesundheitsfoerderung-bei-kindern-und-jugendlichen/?uid=f9fe65d5e7d88ea3a8bb3afca4f42f28
https://www.gesundheitliche-chancengleichheit.de/gesundheitsfoerderung-bei-kindern-und-jugendlichen/?uid=f9fe65d5e7d88ea3a8bb3afca4f42f28
https://www.gesundheitliche-chancengleichheit.de/kooperationsverbund/struktur/koordinierungsstellen-gesundheitliche-chancengleichheit
https://www.gesundheitliche-chancengleichheit.de/kooperationsverbund/struktur/koordinierungsstellen-gesundheitliche-chancengleichheit
https://inherit.eu/
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In 2007, on behalf of the Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and 
Youth (Bundesministerium für Familie, Senioren, Frauen und Jugend, BMFSFJ) and in 
cooperation with the German Youth Institute (Deutsches Jugendinstitut, DJI), the Federal 
Centre for Health Education (Bundeszentrale für gesundheitliche Aufklärung, BZgA) set  
up the National Centre on Early Prevention (Nationale Zentrum Frühe Hilfen, NZFH). The 
NZFH is tasked with strengthening the provision of early prevention services in Germany. 
Participation 

In the mid-2000s, certain criteria and processes were introduced to develop and 
safeguard the quality of health promotion activities. This came in response to c alls from 
the field and financial backers for the need to be able to better identify and promote 
effective concepts. The Equity in Health Cooperation Network (Kooperationsverbund 
Gesundheitliche Chancengleichheit) lists participation as one of it s 12 good prac t ices. 
However, no specific concept is in place on how children and young people can contribute 
to promoting health. 

Setting-based approach 
Health promotion activities in childhood should be gender and age group-oriented and 
take social circumstances into account. They incorporate the ideas that young girls and 
boys have about their own health, as well as their cultural bac kgrounds. The setting-
based approach aligns health promotion services with specific groups of people and their 
'lifeworlds' as well as quality criteria that allow broad participation. A set ting is a soc ial 
context in which people spend their day-to-day life and which influences their health. 

An overview of guiding concepts for health promotion activities in Germany can be found 
on the Federal Centre for Health Education's website (Bundeszentrale für gesundheitliche 
Aufklärung, BzgA). 

Understanding of sport 

In Germany, sport is divided into two main areas: public sports administ rat ion (by the 
federal government, the federal states [Länder] and local communities) and self-
governed sport (in clubs and associations). Clubs are the bac kbone of the gymnastics 
and sport movement. They provide the framework for practicing exercise under the best  
possible conditions. Germany has about 91000 gymnastic and sports clubs with about 24 
million members. Each branch of sport has its own umbrella association (federal 
associations, or Bundesfachverbände). 

On its understanding of sport (Sportdefinition), the German Olympic Sports 
Confederation (Deutscher Olympischer Sportbund, DOSB) says: "Sports clubs and 
associations are committed to humanist values and to fair play. Their sporting ac t ivities 
provide people an opportunity for holistic physical and body-oriented development of 
their personality and strive for good physical, mental and social health. Health-oriented 
sport is a firm part of the member organisations' services. For children and young people 
in particular, clubs provide a third, important pillar – alongside family and school – for 
learning social skills. In parallel, clubs and associations are dedic ated to the extensive 
inclusion of physical activity, play and sport in education." 

7.2 Administration and governance 
Governance 
Main actors 

Information on the system of institutionalised health promotion in the Federal Republic of 
Germany can be found at the website of the Federal Centre for Health Education 
(Bundeszentrale für gesundheitliche Aufklärung, BzgA). 

• At government level (federal government and state governments): 

https://www.fruehehilfen.de/das-nzfh/
https://www.gesundheitliche-chancengleichheit.de/
https://www.gesundheitliche-chancengleichheit.de/
https://www.leitbegriffe.bzga.de/alphabetisches-verzeichnis/
https://www.leitbegriffe.bzga.de/alphabetisches-verzeichnis/
http://www.dosb.de/de/organisation/was-ist-sport/sportdefinition/
http://www.dosb.de/
https://www.leitbegriffe.bzga.de/alphabetisches-verzeichnis/gesundheitsfoerderung-5-deutschland/
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The Federal Ministry of Health (Bundesministerium für Gesundheit, BMG) is one of the 
top federal authorities in the Federal Republic of Germany. It is responsible for many 
areas of policy. It mainly develops draft bills, legislative acts and administrative acts. 

The Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth 
(Bundesministerium für Familie, Senioren, Frauen und Jugend, BMFSFJ) is responsible for 
child and youth health issues, specifically prevention, the Early Prevention programme 
and the development of strategies to promote health. 

The Federal Ministry of Food and Agriculture (Bundesministerium für Ernährung und 
Landwirtschaft, BMEL) is responsible for nutritional issues. BMEL places equal emphasis 
on ensuring balanced, healthy diets with safe foods, clear consumer informat ion when 
shopping, strong and sustainable farming, forestry and fishing industries, opportunities 
for the many rural areas, animal welfare and safeguarding the world's food supplies. 
The Federal Office for Agriculture and Food (Bundesanstalt für Ernährung und 
Landwirtschaft, BLE) employs around 1,400 staff throughout Germany and at  sea. BLE 
fulfils a wide range of tasks in the areas of agriculture, fisheries and foodstuff. It is a 
central implementing authority (zentrale Umsetzungsbehörde) within the Federal Ministry 
of Food and Agriculture (Bundesministerium für Ernährung und Landwirtschaft, BMEL). 

Part of the Federal Office for Agriculture and Food is the federal centre for food 
(Bundeszentrum für Ernährung, BZfE), which provides competent information concerning 
food and drink to specific target groups in a neutral and scientifically grounded manner 
that responds to the daily lives of consumers. 

The Federal Information Centre for Agriculture (Bundesinformationszentrum 
Landwirtschaft, BZL) was created through a merger between the former organisation aid 
Infodienst e.V. with BLE. BZL serves to provide neutral, science-based information so as 
to create a better understanding of modern agriculture and promomte a wider public 
debate on farming and its role in society. 

The Federal Ministry of the Interior, Building and Community (Bundesministerium 
des Innern, für Bau und Heimat, BMI) looks after the field of sports, in particular the 
promotion of elite sport in Germany. See also 7.3 Sport, youth fitness and physical 
activity. 

In the federal states (Bundesländer), the respective state ministries are responsible. 
The topic of health is addressed in a number of different ways. Promoting physical 
activity in formal education is the responsibility of the various education authorities. 

• at the federal state (Länder) level: 

State Ministry of Social Affairs and Integration (Ministerium für Soziales und 
Integration), Baden-Württemberg 
Bavarian State Ministry of Health and Care (Bayrisches Staatsministerium für 
Gesundheit und Pflege) and a separate department for children and adolescents Senate 
administration for health, care and equal opportunities Berlin (Senatsverwaltung 
für Gesundheit, Pflege und Gleichstellung) Ministry of Labour, Social Affairs, Health, 
Women and Family Affairs, Brandenburg (Ministerium für Arbeit, Soziales, 
Gesundheit, Frauen und Familie) Senator for science, health and consumer 
protection, Bremen (Senatorin für Wissenschaft, Gesundheit und Verbraucherschutz) 
Ministry of Health and Consumer Protection, Hamburg (Behörde für Gesundheit 
und Verbraucherschutz) Ministry of Social Affairs and Integration, Hessen 
(Hessisches Ministerium für Soziales und Integration) and a separate department for 
children and adolescents in Hessen 

Ministry of Social Affairs, Labor, Health and Demography, Rhineland-Palatinate 
(Ministerium für Soziales, Arbeit, Gesundheit und Demografie) 

Ministry for Economic Affairs, Labour and Health, Mecklenburg-Western Pomerania 
(Ministerium für Wirtschaft, Arbeit und Gesundheit) Lower Saxon Ministry for Social 

http://www.bmg.bund.de/
http://www.bmfsfj.de/
http://www.bmel.de/
http://www.bmel.de/
https://www.ble.de/
https://www.ble.de/
https://www.bzfe.de/
https://www.ble.de/DE/BZL/bzl_node.html;jsessionid=A936FC1BD1027607CA741368B7BD9686.2_cid335
https://www.ble.de/DE/BZL/bzl_node.html;jsessionid=A936FC1BD1027607CA741368B7BD9686.2_cid335
http://www.bmi.bund.de/
http://www.bmi.bund.de/
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/73-sport-youth-fitness-and-physical-activity-germany
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/73-sport-youth-fitness-and-physical-activity-germany
https://www.schulsport-rlp.de/
https://sozialministerium.baden-wuerttemberg.de/
https://sozialministerium.baden-wuerttemberg.de/
https://www.stmgp.bayern.de/
https://www.stmgp.bayern.de/
https://www.stmgp.bayern.de/meine-themen/fuer-kinder-und-jugendliche/
https://www.berlin.de/sen/gesundheit/
https://www.berlin.de/sen/gesundheit/
https://masgf.brandenburg.de/
https://masgf.brandenburg.de/
https://www.gesundheit.bremen.de/
https://www.hamburg.de/bgv/
https://www.hamburg.de/bgv/
https://soziales.hessen.de/gesundheit
https://soziales.hessen.de/gesundheit/kinder-und-jugendgesundheit
https://soziales.hessen.de/gesundheit/kinder-und-jugendgesundheit
https://msagd.rlp.de/
https://www.regierung-mv.de/Landesregierung/wm/
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Affairs, Health and Equal Opportunities (Niedersächsisches Ministerium für Soziales, 
Gesundheit und Gleichstellung) Ministry of Labor, Health and Social Affairs, North Rhine-
Westphalia (Ministerium für Arbeit, Gesundheit und Soziales) and a separate department  
for child health in North Rhine-Westphalia Ministry of Health, Social Affairs, Women and 
the Family, Saarland (Ministerium für Soziales, Gesundheit, Frauen und Familie) Saxon 
State Ministry of Social Affairs and Consumer Protection (Sächsisches Staatsministerium 
für Soziales und Verbraucherschutz) and separate health portals Ministry of Labour and 
Social Affairs and Integration, Saxony-Anhalt (Ministerium für Arbeit, Soziales und 
Integration) Ministry of Social Affairs, Health, Youth, Family and Senior Citizens, 
Schleswig-Holstein (Ministerium für Soziales, Gesundheit, Jugend, Familie und Senioren) 
State Ministry of Social Affairs, Family and Health, Thuringia (Ministerium für Arbeit, 
Soziales, Gesundheit, Frauen und Familie) 
• Public-sector institutions: 

The Federal Centre for Health Education (Bundeszentrale für gesundheitliche 
Aufklärung, BzgA) provides health education services at a federal (national) level as the 
specialist authority in the portfolio of the Federal Ministry of Health (Bundesministerium 
für Gesundheit, BMG). The Decree of 20 July 1967 assigns specific tasks to BZgA, in 
particular: 

• Elaboration of principles and guidelines relating to the content and methods of 
practical health education 

• Vocational training and continuing education of persons working in the field of health 
education 

• Coordination and intensification of health education in Germany 

• International collaboration 

The Robert Koch Institute (Robert-Koch-Institut, RKI) resulted from the former 
Federal Health Office (Bundesgesundheitsamt), which was dissolved in 1994. It  is the 
federal government's central body for identifying, protecting against and combating 
diseases. Based in Berlin, the institute researches public health issues and advises the 
federal government. RKI regularly carries out the German Health Interview and 
Examination Survey for Children and Adolescents (KiGGS Studie) in Germany. 
The Equity in Health Cooperation Network (Kooperationsverbund Gesundheitliche 
Chancengleichheit) was initiated by Federal Centre for Health Education (Bundeszentrale 
für gesundheitliche Aufklärung, BzgA). It now has 66 partners in Germany. Its key 
objectives are to improve equity in health in Germany and promote good health among 
the socially disadvantaged. 

The National Quality Centre for Nutrition in Child Day Care and Schools 
(Nationales Qualitätszentrum für Ernährung in Kita und Schule) coordinates existing 
programmes and initiatives for good nutrition in schools and child day care, develops 
quality standards and concepts for catering quality controls, and raises awareness of the 
importance of good quality food and nutrition education among the relevant target 
groups. The aim is to improve the quality of meals provided in child day care and 
schools. 

The National Centre on Early Prevention in Childhood (Nationales Zentrum Frühe 
Hilfen, NZFH) was created in 2007 by the Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior 
Citizens, Women and Youth (Bundesministerium für Familie, Senioren, Frauen und 
Jugend, BMFSFJ). Its main goal is to protect children against dangers better and earlier 
by efficiently networking public health care support services and child and youth services 
(Kinder- und Jugendhilfe). To meet this goal, access to risk groups in particular must  be 
improved. NZFH is supported by the Federal Centre for Health Education (Bundeszentrale 
für gesundheitliche Aufklärung, BZgA), in cooperation with the German Youth Inst itute 
(Deutsches Jugendinstitut e.V.). 

• Non-governmental institutions: 

http://www.ms.niedersachsen.de/
http://www.ms.niedersachsen.de/
https://www.mags.nrw/
https://www.mags.nrw/kindergesundheit
https://www.mags.nrw/kindergesundheit
https://www.saarland.de/ministerium_soziales_gesundheit_frauen_familie.htm
https://www.sms.sachsen.de/
https://www.sms.sachsen.de/
https://www.gesunde.sachsen.de/
https://ms.sachsen-anhalt.de/
https://ms.sachsen-anhalt.de/
https://www.schleswig-holstein.de/DE/Landesregierung/VIII/viii_node.html
https://www.thueringen.de/th7/tmasgff/
https://www.thueringen.de/th7/tmasgff/
http://www.bzga.de/
http://www.bzga.de/
http://www.rki.de/
http://www.kiggs-studie.de/
https://www.gesundheitliche-chancengleichheit.de/
https://www.gesundheitliche-chancengleichheit.de/
https://www.bzfe.de/inhalt/nationales-qualitaetszentrum-fuer-ernaehrung-in-kita-und-schule-nqz-30016.html
http://www.fruehehilfen.de/
http://www.fruehehilfen.de/
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/glossary-germany
http://www.dji.de/
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The German Society of Pediatrics and Adolescent Medicine (Deutsche Gesellschaft 
für Kinder- und Jugendmedizin e.V., DGKJ) is a scientific association for all paediatric and 
adolescent medicine in Germany. It 

• has over 15,500 members working in clinics, medical practices, scientific institutions, 
research institutes and public health care 

• brings together 39 companies specialising in paediatric medicine, from diabetology 
and sports medicine to tropical paediatrics. 

The German Academy of Paediatrics and Adolescent Medicine (Deutsche Akademie 
für Kinder- und Jugendmedizin e.V., DAKJ) is the umbrella association for companies and 
professional bodies in the field of paediatrics and adolescent medicine, which: 
• coordinates the joint non-profit goals and tasks of its members for the well- being of 

children and young people 
• represents these goals to the public and policymakers 

• is committed to the best possible health care for children and young people 

• is committed to children's rights as contained in the UN Convention on the Rights of 
the Child. 

The German Association of Social Pediatrics and Youth Medicine (Deutsche 
Gesellschaft für Sozialpädiatrie und Jugendmedizin e.V., DGSPJ) is a scientific association 
with about 2000 members, mainly paediatricians and doctors of adolescent medicine, but 
also paediatric nurses and carers, medical doctors with other specialisations, 
psychologists, therapists, educators and legal entities. The Association's goals are to: 

• Promote research, teaching, training and further training in the field of social 
paediatrics and adolescent medicine 

• Initiate and promote health-based prevention programmes for families, c hildren and 
young people 

• Establish initiatives to improve interdisciplinary networking in health care and health 
sciences and contact with relevant national and international institutions and 
associations 

• Serve socially disadvantaged, chronically ill and disabled children and young people by 
offering prevention, treatment, rehabilitation and integration 

• Advocate for the rights of children in line with the UN Convention 

The Research Centre for School Sport and the Physical Education of Children and 
Young Adults (Forschungszentrum für den Schulsport und den Sport  von Kindern und 
Jugendlichen, FoSS) carries out practical research into exercise, play and physical activity 
among children and young people to develop tried-and-tested, forward-looking exerc ise 
and teaching programmes. 

The Federal Association for Health Promotion and Prevention (Bundesvereinigung 
Prävention und Gesundheitsförderung e.V., BVPG) is a non-profit, politically independent, 
non-denominational association. Its members include federal health care associations 
(such as the German Medical Association [Bundesärztekammer], the umbrella 
associations of the health insurance providers, associations of healing professionals and 
ancillary medical staff, and educational institutions and academies) that work in 
prevention and health promotion. One focus of its activities is on children and young 
people. BVPG receives institutional funding from the Federal Ministry of Health 
(Bundesministerium für Gesundheit) for the objectives and tasks set out in its artic les of 
association and on the basis of the latest annual work programme. Irrespec tive of this, 
projects are financed from public funds and sponsorship money. 

Citizens advice bureaux (Verbraucherzentralen) are found in all federal states 
(Bundesländer) with a wide range of services available from about 200 bureaux. 

http://www.dgkj.de/
http://www.dgkj.de/
http://dakj.de/
http://dakj.de/
http://www.dgspj.de/
http://www.dgspj.de/
http://www.sport.kit.edu/foss
http://www.sport.kit.edu/foss
http://www.bvpraevention.de/
http://www.bvpraevention.de/
http://www.verbraucherzentrale.de/home
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Consumers can use the bureaux to access up-to-date, reliable information and 
independent advice on topics such as health and nutrition, including specifically for 
children and young people. 

The German Nutrition Society (Deutsche Gesellschaft für Ernährung e.V.) was 
established in 1953. It deals with all issues relating to nutrition and identifies areas 
where research is needed. Its publications include a nutrition report every four years. 

Germany's leading provider of information about agriculture, food and nutrit ion are 
the Federal Office for Agriculture and Food (Bundesinformationszentrum Landwirtschaft) 
and the Federal Centre for nutrition (Bundeszentrum für Ernährung). 

The German Centre for Addiction Issues (Deutsche Hauptstelle für Suchtfragen, 
DHS) was created in 1947 as a platform for all associations and charitable organisations 
active in the field of addiction intervention in Germany. With a handful of except ions, all 
institutions providing outpatient counselling and treatment, inpatient treatment and self-
help are represented at DHS. 
The centres for addiction issues in the federal states (Landesstellen für 
Suchtfragen) are the points of contact and umbrella organisations for associations and 
institutions active in addition treatment and prevention in the federal states (except 
Mecklenburg-Western Pomerania). 

The federal working committee for more child safety (Bundesarbeitsgemeinschaft 
Mehr Sicherheit für Kinder e.V.) develops programmes to prevent  c hildhood accidents 
and performs a networking role. 

The Child Health Foundation (Stiftung Kindergesundheit) actively promotes the 
healthy upbringing of children and adolescents. It provides the public with information on 
major health issues and works with partners and recognised specialists to develop 
prevention measures for, e.g., daycare centres, kindergartens and schools. It facilitates a 
professional dialogue among doctors and researchers and provides expert  input  in the 
field of paediatric prevention. 
German Sports Youth (Deutsche Sportjugend, dsj) represents the interests of: 

• about 10 million children, adolescents and young people aged up to 26 years old 

• who are organised in 90,000 sports clubs in 16 state youth sports organisations 
(Landessportjugend), 53 youth organisations of the sports associations 

• and 10 youth organisations of the associations with special tasks 
(Jugendorganisationen der Sportverbände mit besonderen Aufgaben). 

The federal government, in this case the Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior 
Citizens, Women and Youth (Bundesministerium für Familie, Senioren, Frauen und 
Jugend, BMFSFJ), funds dsj as a youth organisation from the budget  for the Child and 
Youth Plan of the federation (Kinder- und Jugendplan des Bundes), the c entral funding 
instrument for child and youth services at a federal (national) level. German Sports Youth 
(Deutsche Sportjugend), its member organisations and their subdivisions provide sports 
programmes across Germany to help young people with their personal development . It s 
motto for activities for children up to about 12 years of age is 'Physical activity for 
children' (Kinderwelt ist Bewegungswelt). From an educational perspective, the action 
areas focus on non-formal learning for children of nursery and primary school age. 

General distribution of responsibilities 
The Federal Ministry of Health (Bundesministerium für Gesundheit, BMG), has a key role 
in drafting and creating proposed legislation on a federal (national) level. BMG develops 
government health policy and transposes this into legislation. 

With the Advisory Council for the Assessment of Developments in the Health Care 
System (Sachverständigenrat zur Begutachtung der Entwicklung im Gesundheitswesen), 

http://www.dge.de/
https://www.ble.de/DE/BZL/bzl_node.html
https://www.bzfe.de/
http://www.dhs.de/
http://www.dhs.de/
http://www.dhs.de/dhs/landesstellen
http://www.dhs.de/dhs/landesstellen
http://www.kindersicherheit.de/
http://www.kindersicherheit.de/
https://www.kindergesundheit.de/
http://www.dsj.de/
http://www.bmfsfj.de/blob/89628/d34fb942aac297e9800dca0b531805bb/richtlinien-kjp-stand-april-2012-data.pdf
http://www.kinderwelt-bewegungswelt.de/
http://www.bmg.bund.de/
http://www.svr-gesundheit.de/index.php?id=2
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the federal government or, more specifically, BMG has a panel of advisors whose expert 
opinions have a strong influence on health policy discussions. 
The responsible ministries in the federal states (Bundesländer) play a central role in two 
main areas of German health care: inpatient care and the public health service. An 
important focus of activities in the federal states is on prevention, i.e. programmes and 
initiatives to maintain and promote public health and the health of specific target groups 
such as children and young people. 

Traditionally, the public health service has been responsible for health care and 
prevention (such as check-ups when starting school, counselling for mothers and 
pregnant women), psychiatric and socio-psychiatric community care, monitoring and 
counselling services relating to hygiene, infectious diseases, the movement of 
pharmaceuticals and environmental medicine. These tasks are usually carried out by the 
local health authorities (Gesundheitsämter) in the districts and towns/cities or by 
specialist facilities at county or federal state level. 

A task that has been expanded a great deal in recent years is health report ing at  state 
and, in some cases, local community level. The health reports provide facts and f igures 
on the health of the general population and on health care structures and servic es. The 
Robert Koch Institute (Robert-Koch-Institut) reports on health at  a federal (nat ional) 
level. 
The federal states (Bundesländer) control the structure and responsibilities of their public  
health services in state laws. 

A particular characteristic of the German health system is the important role given to the 
associations and bodies linked to statutory health insurance (Gesetzliche 
Krankenversicherung, GKV) and/or health care services funded by statutory health 
insurance. The state has delegated responsibility for direct organisation and 
administrative control to self-governed bodies and their associations. They also take on a 
key function in prevention and counselling work for children and young people. 

Cross-sectoral cooperation 
As a rule, the federal ministries are required to work together in matters that  relate to 
two or more federal ministries. Cross-sectorial cooperation as well as c ooperation with 
other departments in another federal ministry and with the Federal Chancellery 
(Bundeskanzleramt), the lower (Bundestag) and upper house (Bundesrat) of parliament , 
the Mediation Committee (Vermittlungsausschuss), and the supreme state authorit ies of 
the federal states is governed by the Joint Rules of Procedure of the Federal Minist ries 
(Gemeinsame Geschäftsordnung der Bundesministerien, GGO). Depending on the subject 
or issue at hand, the relevant ministry takes the lead, e.g. in the case of health, the 
Federal Ministry of Health (Bundesministerium für Gesundheit, BMG). 

Health conferences 
Health conferences are an important tool for managing health polic y. In Germany, the 
establishment of health conferences can mainly be traced back to funding init iat ives in 
individual federal states (Bundesländer) or local communities that have existed to 
varying degrees and with different emphases since the 1990s. Implementation strategies 
in the federal states range from local one-off initiatives through to nationwide roll-outs in 
all areas. 

Community health conferences are steering committees that advise on needs-based, 
community analyses and action recommendations on health and make decisions on 
implementation. The community health conferences and the associated working groups 
take joint action on community strengths and weaknesses, identify demand and look for 
the right solutions. Children and young people also play a role in this regard. 
  

http://www.rki.de/
https://www.bmi.bund.de/SharedDocs/downloads/DE/themen/moderne-verwaltung/ggo.html;jsessionid=86ADB5F136572C2BFC14EF7B33CBCEB0.2_cid373
http://www.bundesgesundheitsministerium.de/
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Conference of health ministers (Gesundheitsministerkonferenz) 
The federal structure of Germany means that the federal states (Bundesländer) are 
responsible for public health services. The Working Group of the Supreme Federal States' 
Public Health Offices (Arbeitsgemeinschaft der Obersten Landesgesundheit sbehörden) 
was set up as part of the conference of health ministers (Gesundheitsministerkonferenz) 
to ensure uniform administration across all federal states. Chairmanship 2020: Berlin. 
This working group consists of 11 task forces: 

1. Emergency services, 

2. Addiction, 
3. Environment-related health protection, 

4. Health reporting, prevention, rehabilitation and social medicine, 

5. Pharmaceuticals, pharmacies, transfusions and narcotic drugs, 
6. Health care professions, 

7. Psychiatry, 

8. Anti-infection, 
9. Medical devices, 

10. Hospitals (including nursing fee issues), 

11. European Union. 

There is no separate task force for children and young people. However, they are very 
likely to be covered by at least one of the task forces as a specific target group. 
Conference of sports ministers (Sportministerkonferenz) 

The conference of sports ministers (Sportministerkonferenz) represents the sporting 
interests of the federal states (Bundesländer). It coordinates the interests of the federal 
states in developing sports with the tasks of the European Union, the federal 
government, the local communities and non-profit sports. Chair in 2017: Federal State of 
Saarland. 

Cooperation and partnerships 
The responsibilities of the federal government and the federal states (Bundesländer) 
under Germany's federal structure place tight constraints on the direct funding of 
cooperation and partnerships at a federal (national) level. Agreements exist between 
state ministries and the state sports federations on school and sport partnerships. 

At the federal (national) level, the German Olympic Sports Confederation (Deutscher 
Olympischer Sportbund, DOSB) and the Standing Conference of the Ministers of 
Education and Cultural Affairs (Kultusministerkonferenz, KMK) adopted joint 
recommendations for further developing physical education and school sports fo 2017-
2022 (Gemeinsame Handlungsempfehlungen der Kultusministerkonferenz und des 
Deutschen Olympischen Sportbundes zur Weiterentwicklung des Schulsports 2017-2022) 
containing recommendations and suggestions on cooperation between schools and clubs. 
A number of agreements exist between sports organisations and, for example, health 
insurance providers as to who covers course fees for health-related sports programmes. 
Several federal ministries [Environment, Nature Conservation, Building and Nuclear 
Safety (Umwelt, Naturschutz, Bau und Reaktorsicherheit); Health; Food and Agric ulture 
and top-level federal agencies [Federal Office for Radiation Protection (Bundesamt  für 
Strahlenschutz); Federal Institute for Risk Assessment (Bundesinstitut für 
Risikobewertung); Robert Koch Institute; German Environment Agency 
(Umweltbundesamt)] cooperate as part of the Action Programme on Environment  and 
Health (Aktionsprogramm Umwelt und Gesundheit, APUG) to support healthy living 

https://www.gmkonline.de/
http://www.sportministerkonferenz.de/
http://www.dosb.de/
http://www.dosb.de/
http://www.kmk.org/
http://www.kmk.org/fileadmin/Dateien/pdf/PresseUndAktuelles/Beschluesse_Veroeffentlichungen/2017-02-17_KMK-DOSB-Handlungsempfehlungen-Schulsport-2017.pdf
http://www.kmk.org/fileadmin/Dateien/pdf/PresseUndAktuelles/Beschluesse_Veroeffentlichungen/2017-02-17_KMK-DOSB-Handlungsempfehlungen-Schulsport-2017.pdf
http://www.bmub.bund.de/
http://www.bfs.de/
http://www.bfs.de/
http://www.bfr.bund.de/de/start.html
http://www.bfr.bund.de/de/start.html
https://www.umweltbundesamt.de/
http://www.apug.de/
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environments. The programme funds research projects and information campaigns 
relating to environmental, health and consumer protection. Children and young people 
are its key target group. 

7.3 Sport, youth fitness and physical activity 
National strategy(ies) 
The German constitution states that responsibilities are divided between the federal 
government and the federal states (Bundesländer), so the federal government 's sports 
policy is oriented towards this structure. The government sees that its main priority is to 
fund elite sports in order to promote a positive image internationally. The Federal 
Ministry of the Interior (Bundesinnenministerium) is responsible at the federal (national) 
level. Sports funding in schools and for the general public is the responsibility of the 
federal states and/or local communities. 
Strategic documents, action plans, initiatives to promote sports and physical 
activity 
The National Action Plan IN FORM (Nationaler Aktionsplan IN FORM) aims to improve 
attitudes to nutrition and physical activity in Germany. Children and young people are 
one of its key target groups. Promoting a healthy lifestyle is a joint  goal of the federal 
government, the federal states (Bundesländer) and local communities. In addition to 
government backing, the National Action Plan is also supported by the health sector, civil 
society, the economy and the media. 

Overview of supporting organisations (in German). Interim Report of IN Form (2018). 

The National Recommendations for Physical Activity and Physical Activity 
Promotion (Nationale Empfehlungen für Bewegung und Bewegungsförderung) were 
developed by a group of scientists for the Federal Ministry of Health 
(Bundesgesundheitsministerium) and published in 2016. The recommendations aim to 
provide a scientific basis for the promotion of physical activity and are directed mainly at  
experts, decision-makers and communication multipliers. The recommendations are 
special for two reasons: firstly, they are the first scientif ically backed, systemat ically 
researched recommendations to be issued in Germany and, secondly, the first to 
systematically link recommendations on physical activity and the promotion of physic al 
activity, including on an international level. A task force to promote physical ac tivity in 
daily life (Arbeitsgruppe "Bewegungsförderung im Alltag") commissioned by the Federal 
Ministry of Health (Bundesministerium für Gesundheit) will guide the transfer of theory 
into practice. The recommendations refer explicitly to children and young people as one 
of the target groups (See information on physical activity recommendations for c hildren 
and young people on pages 25 to 32 and on promoting physical activity among c hildren 
and young people on pages 73 to 84 in the National Recommendations). 
The declaration by the Standing Conference of the Ministers of Education and Cultural 
Affairs (Kultusministerkonferenz, KMK) on safeguarding the quality of sports lessons in 
primary education entitled ‘Exercise, play and sport as an opportunity' (Bewegung, Spiel 
und Sport als Chance nutzen) (resolution dated 16 April 2009) sets out the KMK's 
position on physical education in primary education. See also school sports websites of 
the federal states (Bundesländer). 

Some examples from the federal states (Bundesländer): 

• Baden-Württemberg: 
Framework agreement on exercise, play and sport of the Federal State of 
Baden-Württemberg (Rahmenvereinbarung über Bewegung, Spiel und Sport des 
Landes Baden-Württemberg) The Framework agreement between the Baden-
Württemberg state sports association and the Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports of 
Baden-Württemberg on exercise, play and sport in non-formal physic al education and 

http://www.bmi.bund.de/DE/Themen/Sport/sport_node.html
http://www.in-form.de/
https://www.in-form.de/netzwerk/akteure/
https://www.in-form.de/fileadmin/Bildmaterial/IN_FORM/in-form-zwischenbericht-2018.pdf
https://www.bundesgesundheitsministerium.de/fileadmin/Dateien/3_Downloads/B/Bewegung/Nationale-Empfehlungen-fuer-Bewegung-und-Bewegungsfoerderung-2016.pdf
http://www.bundesgesundheitsministerium.de/
http://www.kmk.org/fileadmin/Dateien/veroeffentlichungen_beschluesse/2009/2009_04_16-Bewegung-Spiel-Sport.pdf
http://www.kmk.org/fileadmin/Dateien/veroeffentlichungen_beschluesse/2009/2009_04_16-Bewegung-Spiel-Sport.pdf
http://www.sportunterricht.de/landesseiten.html
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early childhood education Baden-Württemberg (Rahmenvereinbarung zwischen 
Landessportverband Baden-Württemberg e.V. und Ministerium für Kultus, Jugend und 
Sport Baden-Württemberg über Bewegung, Spiel und Sport im außerunterrichtlichen 
Schulsport und in der frühkindlichen Bildung) was signed in April 2014 and is the result of 
many years of active cooperation between schools and sports clubs. 

Voluntary Social Year in Sport and School (Freiwilliges Soziales Jahr Sport und 
Schule) The Voluntary Social Year in Sport and School (FSJ Sport  und Schule) format  
initiated by the State Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports (Kultusministerium) and 
the Sport in Schools Foundation (Stiftung Sport in der Schule) and developed together 
with Baden-Württemberg state sports association (Landessportverband Baden-
Württemberg, LSV) was piloted in the 2013/2014 academic year. Volunteers focus on 
extracurricular sports (exercise breaks; exercise, play and sport groups; sc hool sports 
competitions, etc.). The project became a permanent programme from the 2016/2017 
school year on. 
• Berlin: 

Partnership on health and physical education in Berlin The accident insurance fund 
(Unfallkasse Berlin), in partnership with Berlin Senate Department for Education, Youth 
and Science (Senatsverwaltung für Bildung, Jugend und Wissenschaft) published a guide 
called 'More courage – reasons not to fear physical education' (Mehr Mut! – Keine Angst  
im Schulsport) on health in and as a result of physical education. 
The guide tackles safety issues, the environment, nutrition, participation in and 
exemption from physical education classes, special weather conditions and physical 
resilience. 
• North Rhine-Westphalia: 

Partnerships between schools, child day care centres and sports clubs in the 
Federal State of North Rhine-Westphalia (NRW) Afternoon exercise, play and sports 
groups at all-day schools promote personal development and the health of c hildren and 
young people. The NRW state government is expanding the programme and 
strengthening the involvement of sports clubs in the school day. A framework agreement  
was signed on 30 August 2011 entitled ‘Exercise, play and sport in all- day sc hools and 
facilities' (Bewegung, Spiel und Sport in Ganztagsschulen und Ganztagsangeboten) . 

Programme: 1000 X 1000 – recognition for sports clubs (1000 X 1000 – 
Anerkennung für den Sportverein) Since 2013, as part of a partnership with the North 
Rhine-Westphalia sports federation (Landessportbund NRW), the former North Rhine-
Westphalia State Ministry for Family Affairs, Children, Youth, Culture and Sport 
(Ministerium für Familie, Kinder, Jugend, Kultur und Sport des Landes Nordrhein-
Westfalen), now Ministry for Children, Family Affairs, Refugees and Integration 
(Ministerium für Kinder, Familie, Flüchtlinge und Integration) has encouraged sports 
clubs to get involved in physical education at all-day schools and child day care c entres. 
Every year, 1 000 000 euros are made available to the programme from the federal state 
budget. 
The state-wide programme 'Sports clubs in all-day schools and child day c are c entres' 
(Sportvereine in Ganztag und Kindertageseinrichtungen) aims to strengthen partnerships 
between sports clubs and schools/child day care centres. 
School/sports club tandems Cooperation between physical education advisers and 
experts from city and regional sports associations (Stadt- und Kreissportbünde) brings 
schools and sports clubs closer together. 

The set-up of adviser tandem teams is an important step towards establishing and 
supporting structures in schools and clubs across local communities. The North Rhine-
Westphalia state sports federation (Landessportbund NRW) rec eives funding from the 
State Ministry and from the Child and Youth Plan of the federation (Kinder- und 

http://www.lsvbw.de/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/Sportwelten_Sportpolitik_Vereinbarungen_Rahmenvereinbarung-Unterzeichnungsversion.pdf
http://www.lsvbw.de/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/Sportwelten_Sportpolitik_Vereinbarungen_Rahmenvereinbarung-Unterzeichnungsversion.pdf
http://www.lsvbw.de/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/Sportwelten_Sportpolitik_Vereinbarungen_Rahmenvereinbarung-Unterzeichnungsversion.pdf
http://www.lsvbw.de/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/Sportwelten_Sportpolitik_Vereinbarungen_Rahmenvereinbarung-Unterzeichnungsversion.pdf
http://www.km-bw.de/,Lde_DE/Startseite/Jugend_Sport/FSJ+Sport+und+Schule
http://www.berlin.de/sen/bildung/unterricht/faecher-rahmenlehrplaene/schulsport/mdb-sen-bildung-besondere_paedagogische_konzepte-schulsport-ratgeber_schulsport.pdf
http://www.berlin.de/sen/bildung/unterricht/faecher-rahmenlehrplaene/schulsport/mdb-sen-bildung-besondere_paedagogische_konzepte-schulsport-ratgeber_schulsport.pdf
http://www.mfkjks.nrw/sites/default/files/asset/document/rahmenvereinbarung_nrw_lsb.pdf
https://www.lsb.nrw/service/foerderungen/
https://www.lsb.nrw/service/foerderungen/
http://www.lsb.nrw/
https://www.mkffi.nrw/
https://www.land.nrw/de/bewegung-spiel-und-sport-im-ganztag-gemeinsam-foerdern
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/glossary-germany
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Jugendplan des Bundes) to set up expert positions in city and regional sports 
associations. 
• Saxony-Anhalt: 

School and sport partnerships Section 1 of the Act to promote sports and physical 
activity (Sportfördergesetz) aims to promote sports in a variety of ways, inc luding by 
strengthening partnerships between sports clubs and schools (Zusammenarbeit von 
Schulen und Sportvereinen). 
Partnerships with schools focus on the following key areas: 

1. Ongoing development of the elite sports schools 2. More promotion of physical activity 
for individual pupils 3. Stronger involvement in sports by pupils on a volunteer basis 

Physical education assistant training In the 2011/2012 school year, the Saxony-
Anhalt state association of PE teachers (Sportlehrerverband Sachsen-Anhalt) launched an 
initiative to train school pupils as physical education assistants. They learn how to 
prepare and carry out school sports events with physical education teachers. Pupils get  
the opportunity to develop a sense of responsibility and their social skills. The t raining 
can also prepare pupils to enter instructor training and lay the foundation for involvement 
in volunteer work in the future. 

More information: Sachsen-Anhalt: Zusammenarbeit Sport und Schule 

• Schleswig-Holstein: 
Initiative: No child without sport (Kein Kind ohne Sport) The former State Ministry of 
Interior and Federal Affairs (Ministerium für Inneres und Bundesangelegenheiten) [now: 
Ministry of Interior Affairs, Rural Areas and Integration of Schleswig-Holstein 
(Ministerium für Inneres, ländliche Räume und Integration)], together with Schleswig-
Holstein Sports Youth (Sportjugend Schleswig-Holstein), launched a state-wide 
information and networking campaign called 'No child without sport' (Kein Kind ohne 
Sport). It aims to encourage sports clubs, local communities, schools and nursery schools 
to start new projects. The projects should help socially disadvantaged children and young 
people to access club sports. 

Promoting and supporting sport and physical activity among 
young people 
The main initiative to promote fitness and physical activity among young people is the 
National Action Plan IN FORM (Nationaler Aktionsplan IN FORM). See National Strategies. 
Personal and team development with German Sports Youth (Deutsche 
Sportjugend, dsj) The main aim is to help dsj member organisations establish t raining 
programmes and competitive events that help the personal development of young 
athletes by teaching sports-related skills and much more. The model developed to 
promote psycho-social skills – and its implementation in specific individual sports – aims 
to give the youth organisations of the dsj's umbrella associations the opportunity to use 
their core competencies to trigger the processes in children and young people that  are 
generally associated with sports activities: 
• strengthen social skills 

• develop a realistic self-image or 

• improve teamwork 
German Sports Youth (Deutsche Sportjugend) has published many resources to support  
teamwork in sport (Publikationen). 
Programme: Sport: Alliances! Exercise – Education – Participation (Sport: 
Bündnisse! Bewegung – Bildung – Teilhabe) German Sports Youth (Deutsche 
Sportjugend, dsj) launched the programme Sport: Alliances! Exercise – Education – 
Participation (Sport: Bündnisse! Bewegung – Bildung – Teilhabe) in June 2013. It was 

https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/glossary-germany
http://www.landesrecht.sachsen-anhalt.de/jportal/?quelle=jlink&query=SportF%C3%B6G+ST&psml=bssahprod.psml&max=true
http://www.mi.sachsen-anhalt.de/fileadmin/Bibliothek/Politik_und_Verwaltung/MI/MI/3._Themen/Sport/Sportland_Sachsen-Anhalt/Referat_35/VV_Zusammenarbeit_und_Schule.pdf
http://www.mi.sachsen-anhalt.de/fileadmin/Bibliothek/Politik_und_Verwaltung/MI/MI/3._Themen/Sport/Sportland_Sachsen-Anhalt/Referat_35/VV_Zusammenarbeit_und_Schule.pdf
http://www.mi.sachsen-anhalt.de/themen/sport/sport-und-schule/
http://www.schleswig-holstein.de/DE/Landesregierung/IV/iv_node.html?cms_focus=7
http://www.sportjugend-sh.de/
http://www.sportjugend-sh.de/
http://www.sportjugend-sh.de/
http://www.in-form.de/
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/73-sport-youth-fitness-and-physical-activity-germany#121
http://www.dsj.de/
http://www.dsj.de/
http://www.dsj.de/nc/publikationen/
http://www.dsj.de/bildungsbuendnisse/
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financed from public funds by the Federal Ministry of Education and Research 
(Bundesministerium für Bildung und Forschung, BMBF) as part of the government 
funding initiative 'Culture builds strength – Alliances for education' (Kultur macht  stark. 
Bündnisse für Bildung). More than 300 education alliances from all over Germany, made 
up of sports clubs, sports organisations and institutions such as universities, aid 
organisations and youth centres, have launched programmes to promote exercise, 
education and participation among educationally disadvantaged children and young 
people. New funding target group since 2016: refugees up to the age of 26 (Neue 
Zielgruppe seit 2016: Geflüchtete bis 26 Jahre). 

Funding initiative: ZI:EL+ From 1 January 2016, the funding initiative ZI:EL (2013-
2015) was continued as ZI:EL+ 'Investing in the future: development of young 
commitment to sport' (Zukunftsinvestition: Entwicklung jungen Engagements im Sport!), 
part of the Child and Youth Plan of the federation (Kinder- und Jugendplan des Bundes). 
The main aim of the funding initiative is to promote involvement by youngsters for and 
with other young people who have difficulty accessing sports programmes. Part  of the 
goal is to find new areas for engagement and (further) develop support formats. In 
particular, model programmes on inclusion, integration and help for educationally 
disadvantaged young people are to be implemented (Konzeption ZI:EL+). Target groups 
of the funding initiative ZI:EL+ : 
• young people with disabilities 

• young people with migrant backgrounds 

• young people at an educational disadvantage 
• young refugees 

Youth Training for Olympia (Jugend trainiert für Olympia) The national school 
competition Youth Training for Olympia (Jugend trainiert für Olympia) was launched in 
1969. It is the biggest competition in Germany to promote extracurricular school sports. 
National competitions across 15 Olympic disciplines are held using a tournament  system 
starting at local and district level, through to state and national finals. Talented young 
athletes aged from 8 to 19 years old can enter for their school teams. The YOUTH 
TRAINING FOR OLYMPIA Commission (Kommission JUGEND TRAINIERT FÜR OLYMPIA) of 
German School Sports Foundation (Deutsche Schulsportstiftung) plans, holds and 
develops the competition. The competition takes place every year. 
Special target groups: a separate competition Youth Training for the Paralympics (Jugend 
trainiert für Paralympics) with seven disciplines was introduced in 2010 for c hildren and 
young people with disabilities. 
Supporters: Federal Ministry of the Interior (Bundesministerium des Inneren), Berlin 
Senate Department (Senatsverwaltung der Stadt Berlin), German Olympic Academy 
(Deutsche Olympische Akademie). 

Physical education in schools 
The federal states (Bundesländer) are responsible for school education in Germany. The 
result is that physical activity is integrated into formal education to dif ferent extents in 
each state. In primary and secondary schools, physical education is mandatory and takes 
up 3 to 5 hours of the weekly timetable. There are also a number of volunteer activit ies, 
such as the active structuring of school breaks or physical activity in all-day schools. 

The Federal Youth Games (Bundesjugendspiele) are annual sports events for sc hools. 
They are mainly for years 1 to 6 and aim to introduce pupils to gymnast ic s, t rack and 
field, and swimming. The Federal Youth Games are funded by the Federal Ministry for 
Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth (Bundesministerium für Familie, 
Senioren, Frauen und Jugend), the Standing Conference of the Ministers of Education and 
Cultural Affairs (Kultusministerkonferenz) and German Sports Youth (Deutsche 
Sportjugend). 

http://www.bmbf.de/
https://www.buendnisse-fuer-bildung.de/
https://www.buendnisse-fuer-bildung.de/
https://www.buendnisse-fuer-bildung.de/files/BMBF027_KMS%20Evaluation%20Schlussbericht_bf.pdf
https://www.buendnisse-fuer-bildung.de/files/BMBF027_KMS%20Evaluation%20Schlussbericht_bf.pdf
https://www.b-b-e.de/fileadmin/inhalte/aktuelles/2018/06/newsletter-11-holze.pdf
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/glossary-germany
http://www.dsj.de/fileadmin/user_upload/Handlungsfelder/Junges_Engagement/ZIEL/ZIEL_-Konzeption_-_bestaetigt_durch_BMFSFJ.pdf
https://www.jugendtrainiert.com/
http://www.bundesjugendspiele.de/
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The Standing Conference of the Ministers of Education and Cultural Affairs 
(Kultusministerkonferenz) has created a syllabus database (Lehrplandatenbank). The 
database contains basic information on the syllabuses, such as school type and subject, 
as well as contact addresses for publishing houses or ministries and links to the full 
versions of the syllabuses if the state ministries of education, state institutes or 
publishers have published them online (some are subject to a charge). 
Initiatives and syllabuses in the federal states (Bundesländer) 

• Baden-Württemberg: 

Initiative: School with a physical education profile (Schule mit sport- und 
bewegungserzieherischem Schwerpunkt) The School with a physical education profile 
initiative of the Baden-Württemberg State Ministry for Education, Youth and Sport 
(Ministerium für Kultus, Jugend und Sport) and the Baden-Württemberg State Inst itute 
for Physical Education, Art and Music in Schools (Landesinstitut für Schulsport, 
Schulkunst und Schulmusik) uses a range of ways to promote exercise and physical 
education in classes and everyday life in Baden-Württemberg's schools. The general 
concept of 'PE- and exercise-friendly schools' in Baden-Württemberg was developed 
further in the year 2000 as part of a physical education campaign with initiatives such as 
'Primary school with a physical education profile' (Grundschule mit sport- und 
bewegungserzieherischem Schwerpunkt, GSB). 
Initiative: Physical education mentor (Schülermentor/-in Sport) The Physical 
education mentor initiative makes a valuable contribution to school life. Together with 
the state sports association and the various sports federations, about 20365 young 
people have been trained as physical education mentors by the end of the 2015/2016 
school year. Once they successfully completed their training, the physical education 
mentors jointly lead and supervise groups as part of school projects, task forces, 
competitions, etc. with the help of an instructor. This gives young people the opportunity 
to get involved in challenging tasks from an early age and to take responsibility for 
themselves and for others. Experiences over the years have clearly shown that this 
approach is a useful addition to formal physical education and is valuable for encouraging 
young people to continue their volunteer commitments in later life. 

Initiative: Fit for learning and life (Fit für Lernen und Leben) Regional teams of sports 
specialists (Regionalteam Sport) in the state education authorities are made up of 
instructors who offer school-based further training for primary school teachers on 'F it  for 
learning and life'. This training explains the positive connections between exercise and 
sport on the one hand, and school learning success and socio-emotional development on 
the other 
• Bavaria: 

The current physical education syllabus (Fachlehrpläne Sport) for primary schools, middle 
schools, secondary comprehensives, schools for children with learning difficulties, 
vocational colleges and grammar schools can be found on the website of the State 
Institute for School Quality and Education Research in Munich (Staatsinstitut für 
Schulqualität und Bildungsforschung München, ISB). 

Physical education in upper secondary at grammar schools The curric ulum for all 
school pupils in years 11 and 12 includes physical education as a mandatory subject. 
Pupils with a special interest in physical education can choose sport as a practical written 
or practical oral university entrance qualification (Abitur) exam subject by at tending an 
additional sports theory class. They can also attend physical education seminars as a 
main subject if offered by the school. The regulations on holding physical education 
lessons in years 11 and 12 (Durchführung des Sportunterrichts in den Jahrgangsstufen 
11 und 12) are set out in a pronouncement dated 1 December 2008 (KWMBl ref. 
1/2009). 

Initiative: School in motion (Bewegte Schule) The initiatives 'Primary school in motion' 
(Bewegte Grundschule) and 'School in motion' (Bewegte Schule) aim to ensure that  all 

https://www.kmk.org/dokumentation-statistik/rechtsvorschriften-lehrplaene/lehrplan-datenbank.html
http://www.lis-in-bw.de/,Lde/Startseite/Schulsport/Weiterfuehrende+Schule+mit+sport_+und+bewegungserzieherischem+Schwerpunkt+_WSB_
http://www.lis-in-bw.de/,Lde/Startseite/Schulsport/Weiterfuehrende+Schule+mit+sport_+und+bewegungserzieherischem+Schwerpunkt+_WSB_
http://www.km-bw.de/,Lde_DE/Startseite/Schule/Schuelermentorenprogramme
http://www.isb.bayern.de/schulartspezifisches/lehrplan/
http://www.isb.bayern.de/
http://www.isb.bayern.de/
http://www.isb.bayern.de/download/1764/neue-durchfuehrungsbestimmungen_kwmbi-2009-01-3.pdf
http://www.isb.bayern.de/download/1764/neue-durchfuehrungsbestimmungen_kwmbi-2009-01-3.pdf
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schools make better allowance for children and young people's need for exercise and 
offer more physical activity programmes in lessons and during breaks. As physical 
education is the only subject to teach basic motor skills and abilities, the initiative wants 
schools to encourage pupils to get moving both in and out of class and provide other 
opportunities for physical activity. The long-term goal of promoting physic al ac tivity in 
schools is to develop lasting attitudes to exercise in adolescents using a holistic 
educational approach to counteract the increasingly prevalent effects of sedentary 
lifestyles. 

• Berlin: 
Information about the framework curriculum for physical education as a school subject in 
the different school years is available on the website of the Berlin Senate Department for 
Education, Youth and Science (Senatsverwaltung für Bildung, Jugend und Familie) 
Physical education in Berlin schools includes a broad range of official school sports 
competitions (Offizielle Schulsportwettbewerbe) in various fields, whic h all sc hools c an 
take part in provided they meet the school year and competition class requirements. 
• Hesse: 

The inclusion of physical activity in school life plays an important role in schools in Hesse. 
The field of 'School & health' (Schule & Gesundheit) covers a wide range of subjects 
relating to exercise and perception. 
Successful examples of the practical implementation of exercise and perception concepts 
in school life are found on the 'School & health' homepage (Schule & Gesundheit). 

Hesse state sports association (Landessportbund Hessen e.V.), Hesse sports youth 
(Sportjugend Hessen e.V.), the Hessian Ministry of the Interior and Sports (Hessisches 
Ministerium des Inneren und für Sport) and the Hessian Ministry of Education and 
Religious Affairs (Hessisches Kultusministerium) have jointly developed concepts for all-
day schools to give pupils adequate opportunity for physical activity. Sport and exerc ise 
are given high priority. One concept is the state programme 'Schools and sports c lubs – 
working together for an active day' (Schule und Sportverein – gemeinsam für einen 
bewegten Tag). As part of this programme, sports clubs partner with sc hools and offer 
opportunities for physical activity, e.g. in task forces. 
• North Rhine-Westphalia (NRW): 

Framework requirements for physical education in schools (1 December 2014) 
(Rahmenvorgaben für den Schulsport) 

An edict (Erlass) by the Ministries of School and Further Education (Ministerium für 
Schule und Weiterbildung) and for Family Affairs, Children, Youth, Culture and Sports 
(Ministerium für Familie, Kinder, Jugend, Kultur und Sport) of North Rhine-Westphalia 
dated 1 July 2012 governs quality development and support services in physical 
education in schools. 
Initiativprogramm “Auch im Schulsport Spitze”, a programme to strengthen school sports 
in North Rhine-Westphalia that was launched on 23 April 2002 by the then state minist ry 
for urban development, housing, culture and sports (Ministerium für Städtebau und 
Wohnen, Kultur und Sport) serves to ensure that an adequate amount of physical 
education remains on the core curriculum of schools. In addition, it foresees addit ional 
sports and exercise activities. 

• Saxony: 

Physical education in schools in the Free State of Saxony is split into three levels: 
• Saxon State Ministry of Education and Cultural Affairs, Division 32 

(Sächsisches Staatsministerium für Kultus, Referat 32) The division's responsibilit ies 
include setting the content of physical education lessons and providing inter- regional 
professional support. It also looks after the state-wide organisation of extracurricular 

http://www.berlin.de/sen/bildung/unterricht/faecher-rahmenlehrplaene/rahmenlehrplaene
http://www.berlin-sport.de/schulsport/schulsportkalender
http://www.schuleundgesundheit.hessen.de/themen/bewegung-wahrnehmung/praxisbeispiele.html
http://www.landessportbund-hessen.de/
http://www.sportjugend-hessen.de/
https://innen.hessen.de/
https://innen.hessen.de/
https://kultusministerium.hessen.de/
https://kultusministerium.hessen.de/sites/default/files/media/hkm_schuleverein-endformat.pdf
https://kultusministerium.hessen.de/sites/default/files/media/hkm_schuleverein-endformat.pdf
https://www.schulentwicklung.nrw.de/lehrplaene/upload/klp_SI/HS/sp/Rahmenvorgaben_Schulsport_Endfassung.pdf
https://www.mkffi.nrw/sites/default/files/asset/document/erlass_unterstuetzungsleistungen.pdf
https://www.schulsport-nrw.de/fileadmin/user_upload/schulsportentwicklung/pdf/fachpolitik/pdf/initiativprogramm02.pdf
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school sports and represents the Free State of Saxony nationwide in matters of 
physical education in schools. 

• School sports experts at Saxon Education Agency (Sächsische Bildungsagentur) 
These experts provide professional regional support for physical education lessons and 
organise extracurricular school sports on a regional level. 

• Physical education coordinators These coordinators assist a clearly defined number 
of schools with extracurricular activities. 

See the Administrative act (Verwaltungsvorschrift) on the structure of physical 
education in schools dated 10 December 2014. 
See also school sports competitions and campaigns by the Saxon State Minist ry of 
Education and Cultural Affairs (Sächsisches Staatsministerium für Kultus). 

Sport in vocational training A federal working committee for sport in vocational 
training (Bundesarbeitsgemeinschaft Sport in der beruflichen Bildung) has been set  up. 
Its aim is to promote sport during vocational training in both formal and non-formal 
learning contexts. It also encourages collaboration between institutes and agencies 
responsible for sport. 

The syllabuses of the vocational colleges can be found on the website of the Standing 
Conference of the Ministers of Education and Cultural Affairs (Kultusministerkonferenz). 

Collaboration and partnerships 
There are no further specific political programmes, initiatives or funding measures to 
create partnerships between formal education, non-formal education, health experts and 
sports associations at a national (federal) level other than those listed under Sport, youth 
fitness and physical activity. 

7.4 Healthy lifestyles and healthy nutrition 
National strategy(ies) 
Healthy nutrition The national strategy to improve the eating habit s of c hildren and 
young people is the National Action Plan IN FORM (Nationaler Aktionsplan IN FORM), 
described under Sport, youth fitness and physical activity > National strategy(ies). 

Prevention of overweightness The prevention of overweight in children and young 
people is a key funding priority in the policy work of the Federal Ministry of Health 
(Bundesministerium für Gesundheit, BMG). BMG has three aims: 

• identify success factors to ensure the long-term effectiveness of measures 
• improve project quality and effectiveness 

• develop needs-based and target group-oriented information and education materials 

Since 2015, BMG has backed various programmes to meet these targets. See also 
Encouraging healthy lifestyles and healthy nutrition for young people > b) Encouraging 
healthy lifestyles 

Healthy sexuality In accordance with the Act on Assistance to Avoid and Cope with 
Conflicts in Pregnancy (Schwangerschaftskonfliktgesetz, SchKG), the Federal Cent re for 
Health Education (Bundeszentrale für gesundheitliche Aufkärung, BZgA), together with 
the federal states (Bundesländer) and representatives of all types of family advice clinics, 
has developed concepts and designs and communicated uniform nat ional measures on 
sexual education and family planning. This legal mandate is specified in more detail in a 
framework concept on sexual education agreed with the federal states. BZgA has created 
several related Internet services. See also Encouraging healthy lifestyles and healthy 
nutrition for young people > a) Encouraging general and sexual health for young people. 

http://www.revosax.sachsen.de/vorschrift/15105-VwV-Schulsport#romII
http://www.schulsport.sachsen.de/5338.htm
http://www.bag-sbb.de/
https://www.kmk.org/dokumentation-statistik/rechtsvorschriften-lehrplaene/lehrplan-datenbank.html
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/73-sport-youth-fitness-and-physical-activity-germany
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/73-sport-youth-fitness-and-physical-activity-germany
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/73-sport-youth-fitness-and-physical-activity-germany#121
https://www.bundesgesundheitsministerium.de/themen/praevention/kindergesundheit/praevention-von-kinder-uebergewicht.html#c3089
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/74-healthy-lifestyles-and-healthy-nutrition-germany#122
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/74-healthy-lifestyles-and-healthy-nutrition-germany#122
http://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/beratungsg/__25.html
http://www.bzga.de/
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/74-healthy-lifestyles-and-healthy-nutrition-germany#122
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/74-healthy-lifestyles-and-healthy-nutrition-germany#122
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Addiction prevention Addiction prevention is one of four levels in the federal 
government's National Strategy on Drug and Addiction Policy (Nationale Strategie zur 
Drogen- und Suchtpolitik). The strategy was adopted in February 2012. It s main goals 
are to reduce the consumption of legal and illegal addictive substances and to prevent 
drug and addiction-related problems. The Drug Commissioner of the Federal Government  
(Drogenbeauftragte der Bundesregierung), part of the Federal Ministry of Health 
(Bundesministerium für Gesundheit), coordinates drug and addiction policy. Addiction 
prevention measures are aimed at the entire population, but some activities and 
campaigns target children and young people specifically. For specific projects and 
Internet services see also Encouraging healthy lifestyles and healthy nutrition for young 
people > c) Preventing risky behaviour (drugs, alcohol, tobacco etc.). 

Action Programme on Environment and Health (Aktionsprogramm Umwelt und 
Gesundheit, APUG) Several federal ministries [Environment, Nature Conservation, 
Building and Nuclear Safety (Umwelt, Naturschutz, Bau und Reaktorsicherheit); Health; 
Food and Agriculture and top-level federal agencies [Federal Office for Radiation 
Protection (Bundesamt für Strahlenschutz); Federal Institute for Risk Assessment 
(Bundesinstitut für Risikobewertung); Robert Koch Institute; German Environment 
Agency (Umweltbundesamt)] cooperate as part of the Action Programme on Environment  
and Health (Aktionsprogramm Umwelt und Gesundheit, APUG) to support healthy living 
environments. The programme funds research projects and information campaigns 
relating to environmental, health and consumer protection. Children and young people 
are its key target group. The programme funds research projects and information 
campaigns relating to environmental, health and consumer protection. Children and 
young people are its key target group. It aims to protect children and young people 
against damaging environmental factors and enable research into the effects of 
hazardous substances on children. For example, it supports activities designed to create 
child-friendly residential areas and healthy environmental and living conditions. It 
encourages the active involvement of the public – in particular children and young people 
– in shaping their living environment. 

Encouraging healthy lifestyles and healthy nutrition for young 
people 
The National Action Plan IN FORM – German national initiative to promote healthy 
diets and physical activity (Nationaler Aktionsplan IN FORM – Deutschlands Init iat ive 
für gesunde Ernährung und mehr Bewegung) aims to bring about long-term 
improvements in eating habits and physical activity in Germany by 2020. See 7.3 Sport , 
youth fitness and physical activity. 

The federal government also funds special projects and initiatives in specific areas: 
1. Encouraging general and sexual health among young people 

Internet services to encourage sexual health by the Federal Centre for Health 
Education (Bundeszentrale für gesundheitliche Aufklärung, BZgA): 

• loveline.de: Youth homepage on love, partnerships, sexuality and c ontraception. An 
interactive learning tool for young people with chats, dictionary of terms, trivia games, 
FAQs, polls, news and monthly focus topics. 

• familienplanung.de: An online service with information on contraception, family 
planning, pregnancy and early parenthood. Basic, background and current information 
is available via a range of channels. Lots of information on selected topics, inc luding 
accounts of personal experiences, interviews with experts and statistical data. 
Individuals in need of advice can use the large database of information on pregnancy 
advice centres across Germany to find their nearest centre quickly and easily. 

• Schwanger-unter-20.de: This online service provides a lot of information and guidance 
for pregnant minors, young women and their partners. Includes information on 
financial assistance and key points of contact along with answers to frequently asked 

http://www.drogenbeauftragte.de/fileadmin/dateien-dba/Drogenbeauftragte/2_Themen/1_Drogenpolitik/Nationale_Strategie_Druckfassung-Dt.pdf
http://www.drogenbeauftragte.de/fileadmin/dateien-dba/Drogenbeauftragte/2_Themen/1_Drogenpolitik/Nationale_Strategie_Druckfassung-Dt.pdf
http://www.drogenbeauftragte.de/
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/74-healthy-lifestyles-and-healthy-nutrition-germany#122
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/74-healthy-lifestyles-and-healthy-nutrition-germany#122
http://www.bmub.bund.de/
http://www.bfs.de/
http://www.bfr.bund.de/de/start.html
https://www.umweltbundesamt.de/
https://www.umweltbundesamt.de/themen/klima-energie/klimafolgen-anpassung/werkzeuge-der-anpassung/projektkatalog/apug-aktionsprogramm-umwelt-gesundheit
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/73-sport-youth-fitness-and-physical-activity-germany
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/73-sport-youth-fitness-and-physical-activity-germany
http://www.loveline.de/
http://www.familienplanung.de/
http://www.schwanger-unter-20.de/
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questions. Young people are encouraged to accept help and, as parents-to-be, have 
their own say in personal accounts of their experiences. 

• komm-auf-tour.de: The project 'Come on tour – my strengths, my future' (Komm auf 
Tour - meine Stärken, meine Zukunft) aims to help pupils in years 7 and 8 at 
secondary schools, comprehensives and similar schools to discover their strengths and 
interests at an early stage. Young people are given guidance and help with making 
decisions on upcoming practical training and can find out about possible career 
prospects. Personal topics such as friendship, sexuality and contraception are 
integrated age-appropriately. A project description, tour data for ongoing state 
projects, project resources and results of the ongoing evaluation are available on the 
website 

2. Encouraging health lifestyles 
Campaign: STAY HEALTHY move, relax, eat! (GUT DRAUF bewegen, entspannen, 
essen – aber wie!) The aim of the federal (national) campaign STAY HEALTHY move, 
relax, eat! of the Federal Centre for Health Education (Bundeszentrale für gesundheitliche 
Aufklärung, BZgA) is to bring about long-term improvements in the health of young 
people aged 12 to 18 years old. It is based on an integrated, well-founded c oncept for 
nutrition, physical activity and stress regulation. The website also includes plenty of 
resources on health and nutrition for young people. 
Encouraging healthy nutrition Programmes and projects funded by the Federal 
Ministry of Health to prevent overweightness among children and young people: 

• Quality standards for the prevention of overweight children – the status quo 
(Qualitätsstandards der Prävention von Übergewicht bei Kindern – Eine 
Bestandsaufnahme). Implementing organisation: Alice Salomon University, Berlin 
(Alice Salomon Hochschule Berlin). Project term: June 2015 – January 2016. 

• Systematisation of conceptual approaches to the prevention of overweightness among 
children in their home environments (Systematisierung konzeptioneller Ansätze zur 
Prävention von Kinderübergewicht in Lebenswelten). Implementing organisation: 
Federal Centre for Health Education (Bundeszentrale für gesundheitliche Aufklärung, 
BzgA). Project term: July 2015 – March 2017. 

• Quality development using obesity prevention in daycare centres as an example 
(Qualitätsentwicklung am Beispiel der Adipositasprävention in Kitas) Implementing 
organisation: State institutions for health promotion/health (Landesinstitutionen für 
Gesundheitsförderung/Gesundheit) in 13 federal states (Bavaria, Berlin, Brandenburg, 
Bremen, Hamburg, Hesse, Mecklenburg-Western Pomerania, Lower Saxony, Saxony, 
Saxony-Anhalt, Saarland, Schleswig-Holstein and Thuringia. Coordination: State 
association for health promotion (LVGF) of Schleswig-Holstein (since Oc tober 2015). 
Project term: June 2015 – February 2016 

• Effectiveness of the use of electronic media on the prevention of overweightness and 
obesity among children and young people – a draft concept paper (Wirksamkeit  des 
Einsatzes von elektronischen Medien zur Prävention von Übergewicht und Adipositas 
bei Kindern und Jugendlichen – Erstellung eines Konzeptpapiers). Implementing 
organisations: Integrated Research and Treatment Center (IFB) AdiposityDiseases, 
University Hospital Leipzig (IFB AdipositasErkrankungen, Universitätsmedizin Leipzig). 
Project term: June 2015 – December 2015. 

• Preventing obesity in paediatric practice (Adipositas-Prävention in der kinderärztlichen 
Praxis) Implementing organisations: Center for Chronically Sick Children at Charité 
(Sozialpädiatrisches Zentrum Charité, Charité University Hospital (Charité 
Universitätsmedizin) Berlin and Institute of Medical Sociology and Rehabilitation 
Science (Institut für Medizinische Soziologie und Rehabilitationswissenschaft) Project 
term: March 2017 – February 2019 

http://www.komm-auf-tour.de/
https://www.gutdrauf.net/
https://www.gutdrauf.net/
http://www.bundesgesundheitsministerium.de/themen/praevention/kindergesundheit/praevention-von-kinder-uebergewicht/qualitaetsstandards-der-praevention.html/
http://www.bundesgesundheitsministerium.de/themen/praevention/kindergesundheit/praevention-von-kinder-uebergewicht/qualitaetsstandards-der-praevention.html/
http://www.bundesgesundheitsministerium.de/themen/praevention/kindergesundheit/praevention-von-kinder-uebergewicht/systematisierung-konzeptioneller-ansaetze.html
http://www.bundesgesundheitsministerium.de/themen/praevention/kindergesundheit/praevention-von-kinder-uebergewicht/systematisierung-konzeptioneller-ansaetze.html
https://www.bundesgesundheitsministerium.de/themen/praevention/kindergesundheit/praevention-von-kinder-uebergewicht/qualitaetsentwicklung-am-beispiel-der-adipositasprae.html
https://www.bundesgesundheitsministerium.de/fileadmin/Dateien/5_Publikationen/Praevention/Berichte/Kurzbericht_Massenmedien_Praevention_Adipositas.pdf
https://www.bundesgesundheitsministerium.de/fileadmin/Dateien/5_Publikationen/Praevention/Berichte/Kurzbericht_Massenmedien_Praevention_Adipositas.pdf
https://www.bundesgesundheitsministerium.de/fileadmin/Dateien/5_Publikationen/Praevention/Berichte/Kurzbericht_Massenmedien_Praevention_Adipositas.pdf
https://www.bundesgesundheitsministerium.de/themen/praevention/kindergesundheit/praevention-von-kinder-uebergewicht/adipositas-praevention-kinderaerztliche-praxis.html
https://www.bundesgesundheitsministerium.de/themen/praevention/kindergesundheit/praevention-von-kinder-uebergewicht/adipositas-praevention-kinderaerztliche-praxis.html
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• Production of a film to promote healthy, active lifestyles among children and 
adolescents to prevent overweight and obesity (Förderung eines gesunden und aktiven 
Lebensstils bei Kindern und Jugendlichen zur Prävention von Übergewicht bzw. 
Adipositas) Implementing organisation: Federal Centre for Health Education 
(Bundeszentrale für gesundheitliche Aufklärung) Project term: September 2015 – 
August 2016 

• Evidence-based, life world-sensitive prevention of overweight through participation of 
young people (Evidenzbasierte, lebensweltsensitive Prävention von Übergewicht durch 
Partizipation Jugendlicher – PRÄVENT.PARTITION) Implementing organisation: 
University of Bayreuth Project term: September 2019 – February 2020 

• Families as partners in the prevention of child overweight (Familien als Partner in der 
Prävention von Kinderübergewicht (PartFam)) Implementing organisation: University 
of Bielefeld Project term: January 2019 – June 2020 

• Development of a booklet on the prevention of overweight and obesity among children 
and young people (Entwicklung einer Broschüre zur Prävention von Übergewicht und 
Adipositas bei Kindern und Jugendlichen). Implementing organisation: Federal Cent re 
for Health Education (Bundeszentrale für gesundheitliche Aufklärung). Published 2016. 

• Quality criteria for reducing obesity in children – A survey of organisations and experts 
(Qualitätskriterien in der Übergewichtsreduktion bei Kindern – eine Träger- und 
Expertenbefragung). Implementing organisation: Alice Salomon University of Applied 
Sciences (Alice Salomon Hochschule), Berlin. Project term: June 2016 – December 
2016 

• National population monitoring of factors influencing adipositas in children – Structure, 
out-comes, future options (Bevölkerungsweites Monitoring adipositasrelevanter 
Einflussfaktoren im Kindesalter - Aufbau, Ergebnisse und Entwicklungsmöglichkeiten). 
Implementing organisation: Robert Koch Institute, department 27 (Health 
Behaviour/Gesundheitsverhalten). Project term: June 2015 – December 2017 

• Let’s go – Every step counts (Let's go - jeder Schritt hält fit): Healthy hiking for 
families, children and daycare centres. Implementing organisation: German hiking 
association (Deutscher Wanderverband). Project term: November 2015 – January 
2018 

• Let’s go – Every step counts: Media supporting the health and exercise initiative of the 
German hiking association (Let’s go – jeder Schritt hält fit: Medien zur Gesundheit s- 
und Bewegungsinitiative des Deutschen Wanderverbandes e.V. (DWV) Implement ing 
organisation: German hiking association (Deutscher Wanderverband, DWV) Project 
term: October 2018 – July 2019  

• Development of prototypical intervention materials to reduce sitting time among 
children in family settings (Entwicklung prototypischer Interventionsmaterialien zur 
Reduzierung von Sitzzeiten von Kindern im Setting Familie). Implementing 
organisation: Working group for prevention and health promotion, School of Public 
Health, Bielefeld University (in cooperation with the nutrition and exercise platform 
(Plattform Ernährung und Bewegung e.V., peb). Project term: June 2015 – January 
2016 

• Pilot project and media dissemination of family-based interventions to reduce sit ting 
time (Pilotierung und mediale Verbreitung einer familienbasierten Intervention zur 
Reduzierung von Sitzzeiten). Implementing organisation: Working group for 
prevention and health promotion, School of Public Health, Bielefeld University (in 
cooperation with the nutrition and exercise platform (Plattform Ernährung und 
Bewegung e.V., peb). Project term: April 2016 – Mai 2017 

• Development of an online tool for paediatricians to assess the risk of metabolic 
syndrome in children (Entwicklung eines Online-Tools für Pädiater zur Beurteilung des 
Risikos eines Metabolischen Syndroms bei Kindern). Implementing organisation: 

https://www.in-form.de/netzwerk/projekte/erstellung-eines-films-zur-foerderung-eines-gesunden-und-aktiven-lebensstils-bei-kindern-und-jugendlichen-zur-praevention-von-uebergewicht-bzw-adipositas
https://www.in-form.de/netzwerk/projekte/erstellung-eines-films-zur-foerderung-eines-gesunden-und-aktiven-lebensstils-bei-kindern-und-jugendlichen-zur-praevention-von-uebergewicht-bzw-adipositas
https://www.in-form.de/netzwerk/projekte/erstellung-eines-films-zur-foerderung-eines-gesunden-und-aktiven-lebensstils-bei-kindern-und-jugendlichen-zur-praevention-von-uebergewicht-bzw-adipositas
https://www.bundesgesundheitsministerium.de/themen/praevention/kindergesundheit/praevention-von-kinder-uebergewicht/projekt-partition.html
https://www.bundesgesundheitsministerium.de/themen/praevention/kindergesundheit/praevention-von-kinder-uebergewicht/projekt-partition.html
https://www.bundesgesundheitsministerium.de/themen/praevention/kindergesundheit/praevention-von-kinder-uebergewicht/projekt-partfam.html
https://www.bundesgesundheitsministerium.de/themen/praevention/kindergesundheit/praevention-von-kinder-uebergewicht/projekt-partfam.html
https://www.in-form.de/fileadmin/Dokumente/Projekte/20180403-bzga-tut-uns-gut.pdf
https://www.in-form.de/fileadmin/Dokumente/Projekte/20180403-bzga-tut-uns-gut.pdf
https://www.bundesgesundheitsministerium.de/themen/praevention/kindergesundheit/praevention-von-kinder-uebergewicht/qualitaetskriterien-in-der-uebergewichtsreduktion.html
https://www.bundesgesundheitsministerium.de/themen/praevention/kindergesundheit/praevention-von-kinder-uebergewicht/qualitaetskriterien-in-der-uebergewichtsreduktion.html
http://https/www.bundesgesundheitsministerium.de/themen/praevention/kindergesundheit/praevention-von-kinder-uebergewicht/bevoelkerungsweites-monitoring.html
http://https/www.bundesgesundheitsministerium.de/themen/praevention/kindergesundheit/praevention-von-kinder-uebergewicht/bevoelkerungsweites-monitoring.html
https://www.bundesgesundheitsministerium.de/themen/praevention/kindergesundheit/praevention-von-kinder-uebergewicht/lets-go-jeder-schritt-haelt-fit.html
https://www.bundesgesundheitsministerium.de/themen/praevention/kindergesundheit/praevention-von-kinder-uebergewicht/bewegungsinitiative-des-deutschen-wanderverbandes.html
https://www.bundesgesundheitsministerium.de/themen/praevention/kindergesundheit/praevention-von-kinder-uebergewicht/bewegungsinitiative-des-deutschen-wanderverbandes.html
https://www.bundesgesundheitsministerium.de/themen/praevention/kindergesundheit/praevention-von-kinder-uebergewicht/entwicklung-prototypischer-interventionsmaterialie.html
https://www.bundesgesundheitsministerium.de/themen/praevention/kindergesundheit/praevention-von-kinder-uebergewicht/entwicklung-prototypischer-interventionsmaterialie.html
https://www.bundesgesundheitsministerium.de/themen/praevention/kindergesundheit/praevention-von-kinder-uebergewicht/reduzierung-von-sitzzeiten.html
https://www.bundesgesundheitsministerium.de/themen/praevention/kindergesundheit/praevention-von-kinder-uebergewicht/reduzierung-von-sitzzeiten.html
https://www.bundesgesundheitsministerium.de/themen/praevention/kindergesundheit/praevention-von-kinder-uebergewicht/online-tool-fuer-paediater.html
https://www.bundesgesundheitsministerium.de/themen/praevention/kindergesundheit/praevention-von-kinder-uebergewicht/online-tool-fuer-paediater.html
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Leibniz Institute for Prevention Research and Epidemiology (Leibniz-Institut für 
Präventionsforschung und Epidemiologie, BIPS). Project term: September 2015 – May 
2016 

• JANPA event “The EU campaign on nutrition and physical activity among children and 
adolescents – Implications for Germany” (Die EU-Aktion zur Ernährung und Bewegung 
bei Kindern und Jugendlichen – Was können wir für Deutschland lernen?). 
Implementing organisation: German Nutrition Society (Deutsche Gesellschaft für 
Ernährung, DGE). Project term: August 2017 – September 2017 

• Idea competition on situational prevention under the “prevention of childhood obesity” 
funding priority of the Federal Ministry of Health (Ideenwettbewerb 
Verhältnisprävention im Rahmen des Förderschwerpunkts Prävention von 
Kinderübergewicht). Implementing organisation: Society for insurance studies and 
structure (Gesellschaft für Ver-sicherungswissenschaft und -gestaltung e.V., GVG). 
Project term: December 2016 – October 2017 

• Production, presentation and dispatch of the booklet to accompany the idea 
competition on situational prevention (booklet). Implementing organisat ion: Society 
for insurance studies and structure (Gesellschaft für Versicherungswissenschaft und -
gestaltung e.V., GVG). Project term: December 2017 – March 2018 

• Redesign of the website section on children’s physical activity (Kinderwelt ist 
Bewegungswelt) of German Sports Youth (Deutsche Sportjugend, dsj), part of the 
German Olympic Sports Confederation (Deutscher Olympischer Sportbund e.V.). 
Implementing organisation: Deutsche Sportjugend (dsj) im Deutschen Olympischen 
Sport-bund e.V. Project term: December 2016 – December 2017 

• Treating obesity – update to the consensus paper 'Patient education programmes for 
children and young people with obesity' (Therapie der Adipositas – Aktualisierung des 
Konsensuspapiers "Patientenschulungsprogramme für Kinder und Jugendliche mit 
Adipositas). Implementing organisation: Task force on childhood obesity 
(Arbeitsgemeinschaft Adipositas im Kindes- und Jugendalter, AGA) of the German 
Obesity Society (Deutsche Adipositas-Gesellschaft e.V.). Project term: December 2015 
- April 2017. 

Projects to support healthy nutrition as part of IN FORM 

• IN FORM project: Healthy start to life – network for young families (Gesund ins 
Leben – Netzwerk Junge Familie) The Healthy start to life – network for young families 
project helps young families in their efforts to raise healthy children. It  aims to pass 
on knowledge and skills to young families relating to balanced nutrition and allergy 
prevention and to motivate them to lead a healthy lifestyle. 

• School + food = A* (Schule + Essen = Note 1) School + food = A* is also part of 
the IN FORM Action Plan. The project aims to improve school meals and keep them at  
the best possible level. The German Nutrition Society (Deutsche Gesellschaft für 
Ernährung, DGE) helps those responsible for school meals to provide a wholesome 
range of food. It does this on the basis of the DGE Quality Standard for School Meals 
(DGE-Qualitätsstandard für die Schulverpflegung). 

• Network organisation for school meals (Vernetzungsstellen Schulverpflegung, 
VNS) The network organisation for school meals helps schools across Germany as well 
as child day care centres in some federal states to develop and improve the quality of 
school meals and ensure a balanced selection. The organisation is joint ly funded by 
the federal government and the federal states (Bundesländer). It aims to bring about  
a long-term improvement in school meals in the federal states. 

Further programmes 
• Joschi can do it (Joschi hat's drauf) – a programme of action by the c it izens advice 

bureaux in the federal states (Bundesländer) The three to six-month campaign aims to 
pass on nutritional expertise to educators. It also provides stimulus and ideas for 

https://www.bundesgesundheitsministerium.de/themen/praevention/kindergesundheit/praevention-von-kinder-uebergewicht/janpa.html
https://www.bundesgesundheitsministerium.de/themen/praevention/kindergesundheit/praevention-von-kinder-uebergewicht/janpa.html
https://www.bundesgesundheitsministerium.de/themen/praevention/kindergesundheit/praevention-von-kinder-uebergewicht/ideenwettbewerb.html
https://www.bundesgesundheitsministerium.de/themen/praevention/kindergesundheit/praevention-von-kinder-uebergewicht/ideenwettbewerb.html
https://www.bundesgesundheitsministerium.de/themen/praevention/kindergesundheit/praevention-von-kinder-uebergewicht/ideenwettbewerb.html
https://www.bundesgesundheitsministerium.de/themen/praevention/kindergesundheit/praevention-von-kinder-uebergewicht/booklet-verhaltsenspraevention.html
https://www.bundesgesundheitsministerium.de/themen/praevention/kindergesundheit/praevention-von-kinder-uebergewicht/kinderwelt-ist-bewegungswelt.html
https://www.bundesgesundheitsministerium.de/themen/praevention/kindergesundheit/praevention-von-kinder-uebergewicht/kinderwelt-ist-bewegungswelt.html
http://www.bundesgesundheitsministerium.de/themen/praevention/kindergesundheit/praevention-von-kinder-uebergewicht/therapie-der-adipositas.html
http://www.bundesgesundheitsministerium.de/themen/praevention/kindergesundheit/praevention-von-kinder-uebergewicht/therapie-der-adipositas.html
http://www.bundesgesundheitsministerium.de/themen/praevention/kindergesundheit/praevention-von-kinder-uebergewicht/therapie-der-adipositas.html
http://www.gesund-ins-leben.de/
http://www.gesund-ins-leben.de/
http://www.schuleplusessen.de/
http://www.schuleplusessen.de/fileadmin/user_upload/Bilder/151017_DGE_QS_Schule_Essen2015_web_final.pdf
https://www.in-form.de/serien/details/vernetzungsstellen-schulverpflegung-8/
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implementing nutrition campaigns of all sizes. Mascot Joschi helps children to 
experience food and drink using all of their senses. Example from Rhineland-
Palatinate: Joshi hat's drauf Aktionsprogramm für Kitas Final evaluation report on the 
campaign of the consumer advice centre (Verbraucherzentrale) of Rhineland-
Palatinate, published by Heinrich Heine University Düsseldorf in December 2011 

• Feel Fit|Youth Hostels (Fit Drauf – Jugendherbergen) Unter the motto "Aktiv 
und fit | Jugendherbergen", the German Youth Hostel Association (Deutsche 
Jugendherbergsverband, DJH) offers youth-friendly programmes to promote health as 
part of its Feel Fit|Youth Hostels (Fit Drauf - Jugendherbergen) campaign. The 
campaign slogan is 'Experience the good – feel fit for life'. It refers to a modern 
approach to health that includes healthy eating, stress regulation and exercise as well 
as the teaching of social and life skills to promote socio-ecological orientation or 
'education on sustainable development'. The concept links activities relating to healthy 
eating, physical activity, relaxation and social learning in a health-promoting 
environment. Activities range from food festivals, cooking courses, pic nics, sporting 
events, popular sports, fun olympics, beauty salons, body talk sessions and dream 
holidays, to cooperation games, educational experiences, job application training, 
media workshops and dealing with stress, drugs and conflict. These experience-based 
personal development programmes encourage positive attitudes to health in a c hild 
and youth-friendly way. Participation and self-determination by young people is vital 
to triggering big enough changes in attitudes and integrating behaviour into daily life. 

3. Preventing risky behaviour (drugs, alcohol, tobacco etc.) 
Make children strong (Kinder stark machen) – participatory campaign for early 
addiction prevention The Make children strong campaign (Kinder stark machen) of the 
Federal Centre for Health Education (Bundeszentrale für gesundheitliche Aufklärung, 
BZgA) aims to give children aged four and over, young people and adult contact persons 
the bio-psychosocial skills they need to lead an addiction-free life. The campaign mainly 
works in the leisure and sports field and with parents. It is run in close cooperation with 
the big leisure sport associations and organisations involved in child and youth servic es 
(Kinder- und Jugendhilfe) and addiction prevention. 
National competition for addiction prevention in the community (Kommunale 
Suchtprävention) The theme of the seventh national competition (Kommunale 
Suchtprävention) was 'innovative addiction prevention – locally' (Innovative 
Suchtprävention vor Ort) It was launched on 22 September 2015. The closing date was 
15 January 2016, by which time 68 towns, cities, local communities and districts had 
submitted their contributions. The competition was funded by the Federal Centre for 
Health Education (Bundeszentrale für gesundheitliche Aufklärung, BZgA) and the Drug 
Commissioner of the Federal Government (Drogenbeauftragte der Bundesregierung) and 
held with the support of the National Association of Statutory Health Insurance Funds 
(Spitzenverband der gesetzlichen Kranken- und Pflegekassen) and local umbrella 
associations. The prize money totalled 60000 euros. 

Health education and healthy lifestyles education in schools 
In its Recommendation on health promotion and prevention in schools 
(Empfehlung zur Gesundheitsförderung und Prävention in der Schule) dated 
15 November 2012, the federal states (Bundesländer) made their most recent joint 
statement at the level of the Standing Conference of the Ministers of Education and 
Cultural Affairs (Kultusministerkonferenz). The recommendation sets out the following 
basic objectives: "Health promotion and prevention are integral parts of school 
development. Far from being additional responsibilities for schools, they are at  the c ore 
of all school development processes." The individual federal states are responsible for 
implementing the recommendation. 

Health promotion and prevention – example from the Federal State of Rhineland-
Palatinate The Network to promote health in schools (Netzwerk Schulen für Gesundheit ) 

http://www.verbraucherzentrale-rlp.de/joschi-hat-s-drauf---aktionsprogramm-fuer-kitas
https://www.verbraucherzentrale-rlp.de/sites/default/files/migration_files/media217974A.pdf
http://www.jugendherberge.de/de-DE/ueberuns/djh-verband
http://www.jugendherberge.de/de-DE/ueberuns/djh-verband
http://www.jugendherberge.de/de-DE/inspiration/Profil-FitDrauf
http://www.kinderstarkmachen.de/
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/glossary-germany
http://www.kommunale-suchtpraevention.de/
http://www.kommunale-suchtpraevention.de/
http://edoc.difu.de/edoc.php?id=X1JMYRPA
http://edoc.difu.de/edoc.php?id=X1JMYRPA
http://www.kmk.org/fileadmin/Dateien/veroeffentlichungen_beschluesse/2012/2012_11_15-Gesundheitsempfehlung.pdf
http://www.kmk.org/fileadmin/Dateien/veroeffentlichungen_beschluesse/2012/2012_11_15-Gesundheitsempfehlung.pdf
http://www.kmk.org/fileadmin/Dateien/veroeffentlichungen_beschluesse/2012/2012_11_15-Gesundheitsempfehlung.pdf
http://www.kmk.org/fileadmin/Dateien/veroeffentlichungen_beschluesse/2012/2012_11_15-Gesundheitsempfehlung.pdf
https://gesundheitsfoerderung.bildung-rp.de/netzwerk-schulen-fuer-gesundheit.html
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helps schools to implement health promotion and prevention steps and networks them 
regionally. Schools are encouraged to develop health-enhancing structures and ensure 
the long-term integration of health promotion in their profiles. 

The basis for sex education in schools in the Federal State of Rhineland-Palatinate is 
Section 1 of the Rhineland-Palatinate state education act (Schulgesetz). Section 1(3) 
says: "The mandate of schools includes sex education. It comprises an integral element  
of general education and is implemented on an interdisciplinary basis to teach 
responsible sexual behaviour. Pupils are to be familiarised with the topic of sexuality and 
taught human, social and equal partnership skills in an age-appropriate way with the 
necessary discretion. Sex education must comply with the value judgements with respect 
to marriage and family enshrined in the Basic Law for the Federal Republic  of Germany 
(Grundgesetz) and the constitution of the Federal State of Rhineland-Palatinate and take 
into account the requirement for tolerance. The school shall inform parents in good t ime 
about the aims, content and form of sex education." 
Addiction prevention is an educational mandate for schools, covered by Section 1(2) of 
the education act (Schulgesetz) (Gesundheitsförderung Suchtprävention). There is also a 
general school dental hygiene programme (Gesamtprogramm der Schulzahnpflege). 
School regulations cover medical care in schools and protection against infectious 
diseases, steps to take when the health of other pupils is at risk, smoke and alcohol-free 
schools and commercial activity/the sale of items. 
• Sections 91, 92, 93 and 105 of the General school regulations for state secondary 

comprehensives, integrated comprehensives, grammar schools, colleges and night 
schools (Schulordnung für die öffentlichen Realschulen plus, Integrierten 
Gesamtschulen, Gymnasien, Kollegs und Abendgymnasien [Übergreifende 
Schulordnung] dated 12 June 2009). 

• Sections 57, 58, 59 and 70 of the School regulations for state vocational colleges 
(Schulordnung für die öffentlichen berufsbildenden Schulen dated 9 May 1990). 

Lesson resources for teachers The Federal Centre for Health Education 
(Bundeszentrale für gesundheitliche Aufklärung, BzgA) has a range of lesson resourc es 
for teachers (Materialien zur Unterrichtsunterstützung für Lehrer/-innen) in the following 
areas: 

• chronic diseases 

• nutrition and exercise 
• vaccinations and personal immunisation 

• communication and social skills 

• noise prevention 
• help with the learning process 

• media skills 

• organ donation 

• sex education 
• addiction prevention 

And in the area of sex education at upper and lower secondary (Sekundarstufe I/II): on 
sexually transmitted diseases (Sexualerziehung zu sexuell übertragbaren Krankheiten). 

Peer-to-peer education approaches 
The central element of the peer-to-peer approach is the prevention c ampaign Alc ohol? 
Know your limits (Alkohol? Kenn dein Limit) by the Federal Centre for Health Education 
(Bundeszentrale für gesundheitliche Aufklärung, BzgA). Every year, 50 peer educators 
aged between 18 and 24 tour around Germany. They approach young people to talk 

http://gesundheitsfoerderung.bildung-rp.de/suchtpraevention.html
https://gesundheitsfoerderung.bildung-rp.de/fileadmin/user_upload/gesundheitsfoerderung.bildung-rp.de/Zahngesundheit/http___gesundheitsfoerderung.bildung-rp.de_index.php_eID_tx_nawsecuredl_u_0_file_uploads_media_Das_Gesamtprogramm_der_Schulzahnpflege.pdf
http://landesrecht.rlp.de/jportal/portal/t/lzu/page/bsrlpprod.psml;jsessionid=70131AC4BF05AA744407B12AF0DBBF16.jp45?doc.hl=1&doc.id=jlr-SchulORP2009rahmen%3Ajuris-lr00&documentnumber=1&numberofresults=154&showdoccase=1&doc.part=X&paramfromHL=true
http://landesrecht.rlp.de/jportal/portal/t/lzu/page/bsrlpprod.psml;jsessionid=70131AC4BF05AA744407B12AF0DBBF16.jp45?doc.hl=1&doc.id=jlr-SchulORP2009rahmen%3Ajuris-lr00&documentnumber=1&numberofresults=154&showdoccase=1&doc.part=X&paramfromHL=true
http://landesrecht.rlp.de/jportal/portal/t/lzu/page/bsrlpprod.psml;jsessionid=70131AC4BF05AA744407B12AF0DBBF16.jp45?doc.hl=1&doc.id=jlr-SchulORP2009rahmen%3Ajuris-lr00&documentnumber=1&numberofresults=154&showdoccase=1&doc.part=X&paramfromHL=true
http://landesrecht.rlp.de/jportal/portal/t/doh/page/bsrlpprod.psml?pid=Dokumentanzeige&showdoccase=1&js_peid=Trefferliste&documentnumber=1&numberofresults=1&fromdoctodoc=yes&doc.id=jlr-BBiSchulORPrahmen&doc.part=X&doc.price=0.0#focuspoint
https://www.bzga.de/infomaterialien/unterrichtsmaterialien/
http://www.bzga.de/infomaterialien/?sid=301&idx=2354
http://www.kenn-dein-limit.info/peers.html
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about alcohol and educate them about potential risks. Their foc us is on young people 
aged between about 14 and 24. 

Collaboration and partnerships 
The Act to strengthen health promotion and prevention (Präventionsgesetz), which came 
into effect on 25 July 2015, strengthens the basis for greater collaboration between social 
security agencies, federal states (Bundesländer) and local c ommunit ies in the area of 
prevention and health promotion. Statutory health insurers, statutory pension insurance 
providers, statutory accident insurers, social care insurance agencies and private health 
insurers are all involved. At a national prevention conference, the social security agencies 
set joint goals together with the federal government, the federal states, local 
communities, the Federal Employment Agency (Bundesagentur für Arbeit) and social 
partners and agree a uniform approach. 
Examples of partnerships between health insurers and child day care centres or 
schools 
The health insurance provider AOK in Berlin has a state-wide programme in place to 
promote healthy schools (Landesprogramm für die gesunde Schule). Programme 
partners are the Berlin Senate Department for Education, Youth and Science 
(Senatsverwaltung für Bildung, Jugend und Wissenschaft Berlin), the Ministries of 
Education in Brandenburg and Mecklenburg-Western Pomerania, the statutory health 
insurance providers and health insurance associations, as well as other partners from 
social services and the health care sector. 

Health insurance provider Barmer Krankenkasse has a media service for schools 
(Medienservice für Schulen) and actively helps teachers to create lesson plans on 
exercise, health, stress avoidance and nutrition. 
Accident insurance provider Unfallkasse Nordrhein-Westfalen in North Rhine-
Westphalia awards a school development prize called 'Good, healthy school' (Gute 
gesunde Schule). 
A project exists in Lower Saxony called School network for healthy life and learning 
(Netzwerk Schulen Gesund Leben Lernen, GLL). It is a cooperation project between 
the state statutory health insurance provider associations and the Association for Health 
Promotion and Academy for Social Medicine in Lower Saxony (Landesvereinigung für 
Gesundheit und Akademie für Sozialmedizin Niedersachsen e.V.). The project aims to 
develop the school organisation into a healthy place to grow up and work for teachers 
and pupils alike. 

From 2014 to 2016, accident insurance provider Unfallkasse Sachsen-Anhalt in 
Saxony-Anhalt supported the implementation of occupational health management in child 
day care and schools with a special focus on mental health in cooperation with the 
Association for Health in Saxony-Anhalt (Landesvereinigung für Gesundheit Sachsen-
Anhalt e.V. - Projekte). Stakeholders in child day care and schools were offered help to 
develop and strengthen health skills. The project aimed to establish holistic occupational 
health management in child day care and schools, with the focus of the backing on 
mental health. 

Raising awareness on healthy lifestyles and on factors affecting 
the health and well-being of young people 
For bodies and organisations that provide information on healthy lifestyles, see 
Administration and Governance > Governance > Main actors. 

Some federal states (Bundesländer) still have their own youth information services 
(Jugendinformationen). 

Information portals of the Federal Centre for Health Education (Bundeszentrale für 
gesundheitliche Aufklärung, BZgA) on addiction prevention: 

http://www.bgbl.de/xaver/bgbl/start.xav?startbk=Bundesanzeiger_BGBl&jumpTo=bgbl115s1368.pdf#__bgbl__%2F%2F*%5B%40attr_id%3D%27bgbl115s1368.pdf%27%5D__1493199371901
https://nordost.aok.de/inhalt/die-gute-gesunde-schule/
http://www.barmer.de/leistungen-beratung/mediencenter/medienservice-schulen
http://www.schulentwicklungspreis.de/
http://www.schulentwicklungspreis.de/
http://www.gesundheit-nds.de/index.php/arbeitsschwerpunkte-lvg/erziehung-und-bildung/2-gesund-leben-lernen
http://www.ukst.de/de/projekte/projekte-im-bereich-kindertagesstaetten.html
http://www.ukst.de/de/projekte/projekte-im-bereich-kindertagesstaetten.html
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/72-administration-and-governance-germany
http://fobi.jugendinfo.de/themen.php/43/22115/die-geschichte-der-jugendinformation.html
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• rauch-frei.info – Internet service with information for young people on the effects, 
risks and damage to health caused by smoking. The non-smoking page for young 
people is mainly made up of the elements: information, communication (smoke- free 
community) and a personal programme to quit smoking. 

• spielen-mit-verantwortung.de – Portal with information on and help with gambling 
addiction. Includes information on the potential dangers of different games, how 
gambling addiction arises and its impact on those affected and their loved ones. There 
is also a self-test function to test personal gambling behaviour, an online help 
programme for people trying to quit and information on local advisory centres. 

• kenn-dein-limit.info – Portal for young people. Includes information about risks and 
dangers to health of heavy and risky alcohol consumption. 

• drugcom.de – A low-threshold internet project in the recreational sector aimed at 
young people taking or likely to take drugs. It aims to promote c ommunic at ion with 
young people with experience of drugs. Internet-based, anonymous informat ion and 
counselling services help to motivate young drug users to critically reflect on and 
modify their consumption. 

• prevnet.de – Cooperation project between the Federal Cent re for Health Education 
(Bundeszentrale für gesundheitliche Aufklärung, BZgA) and the state addiction 
prevention coordinators from twelve federal states (Bundesländer: Hamburg, 
Brandenburg, Bremen, Lower Saxony, Mecklenburg-Western Pomerania, Berlin, North 
Rhine-Westphalia, Hesse, Rhineland-Palatinate, Saarland, Saxony, Bavaria). The 
portal presents addiction prevention programmes by the federal government  and the 
federal states (Bundesländer) and connects experts with one another. Informat ion on 
facilities, activities, supporters, studies and resources relating to addiction prevention 
is bundled together in one portal. The interactive section of the portal, with forums, 
mailing lists and work groups, including a virtual office function, allows experts to 
share knowledge and cooperate across state borders. 

Youth-friendly information campaigns are mostly also implemented by the Federal Centre 
for Health Education (Bundeszentrale für gesundheitliche Aufklärung, BZgA). 

• Youth alcohol prevention campaign: Zero alcohol – full power (Null Alkohol – 
Voll Power) Continuation of the youth campaign OH GREAT! (NA TOLL!) by the 
Federal Centre for Health Education (Bundeszentrale für gesundheitliche Aufklärung, 
BZgA), launched in 2009. Since 2012, goes under the name Zero alcohol – full power 
(Null Alkohol - Voll Power). This is an education initiative under the federal 
government's alcohol policy. It provides young people with information about  alc ohol 
and encourages them to take a critical view of their own alcohol consumption, as well 
as helping them to change damaging consumption behaviour. Target group: young 
people aged 12 to 16. 

See also Encouraging healthy lifestyles and healthy nutrition for young people. 

7.5 Mental health 
National strategy(ies) 
There is no specific national strategy in place to improve young people's mental health. 

The federal government's strategy for the promotion of child health (Strategie der 
Bundesregierung zur Förderung der Kindergesundheit) also targets the health of children 
and young people, especially their mental health. 

Improving the mental health of young people 
There are several initiatives and projects to improve the mental health of young people. 

http://www.rauch-frei.info/
http://www.spielen-mit-verantwortung.de/
http://www.kenn-dein-limit.info/
http://www.drugcom.de/
https://www.inforo.online/prevnet
http://www.bzga.de/pdf.php?id=61565adddd49328d78edbbd0ac9ad7d7
http://www.null-alkohol-voll-power.de/
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/74-healthy-lifestyles-and-healthy-nutrition-germany#122
https://extranet.who.int/nutrition/gina/sites/default/files/DEU%202008%20Strategie%20der%20Bundesregierung%20zur%20F%C3%B6rderung%20der%20Kindergesundheit.pdf
https://extranet.who.int/nutrition/gina/sites/default/files/DEU%202008%20Strategie%20der%20Bundesregierung%20zur%20F%C3%B6rderung%20der%20Kindergesundheit.pdf
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Initiative: Life carries weight (Leben hat Gewicht) Project term: ongoing since 2007 
Aims: The Life carries weight initiative (Leben hat Gewicht) aims to educate the public  
that eating disorders are serious illnesses. Children and young people are encouraged to 
question beauty standards to develop a positive sense of self-worth. The init iat ive was 
launched by the Federal Ministry of Health (Bundesministerium für Gesundheit), the 
Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth 
(Bundesministerium für Familie, Senioren, Frauen und Jugend) and the Federal Minist ry 
of Education and Research (Bundesministerium für Bildung und Forschung). It  is part  of 
the National Action Plan IN FORM – German national initiative to promote healthy diets 
and physical activity (Nationaler Aktionsplan IN FORM – Deutschlands Initiative für 
gesunde Ernährung und mehr Bewegung). A panel of experts bundles together and 
specifies the federal government's activities. Outcomes: These include the development 
of recommendations on the integrated treatment of eating disorders in Germany. 
Funded by: Federal Ministry of Health (Bundesministerium für Gesundheit) and Federal 
Ministry of Food and Agriculture (Bundesministerium für Ernährung und Landwirtschaft). 

Therapy services for children and young people in Germany suffering from psychological 
trauma and affected by violence Project term: 1 November 2015 to 31 January 2017 
Aims: An expert report is to be produced with an overview of the range of therapy 
services available to children and young people in Germany suffering from psychological 
trauma and affected by violence. The report is to cover the therapy and counselling 
services in place for psychologically traumatised children and young people affected by 
violence, how much of the costs are covered by statutory health insurance (Gesetzliche 
Krankenversicherung, GKV), which therapy service costs are covered by other bodies and 
whether there is scientific evidence of the effects of non-GKV-financed therapy 
approaches. Outcomes: Expected in early 2017 Funded by: Federal Minist ry of Health 
(Bundesministerium für Gesundheit). 

Additional data collected as part of KiGGS Wave 2 (KiGGS Welle 2) on family-related and 
treatment-specific factors influencing the onset, development and effects of psychological 
disorders (especially ADHD), obesity and allergies Project term: 1 January 2015 to 31 
December 2018 Aims: The additional data is to allow research into the progression over 
time of the three chronic health problems: ADHD, obesity and allergies (asthma). These 
particular illnesses are widespread among children and young people, can have long-
lasting effects on quality of life as an adult and put significant cost pressure on the health 
care system. The collection and analysis of additional data in KiGGS Wave 2 aims to, 

• provide a detailed description of the progress of diseases, 
• analyse the effects of family-related factors (such as socio-economic status, migration 

background, family environment, daily pressures, family type, traumatic childhood 
experiences, parental illnesses such as mental impairments or obesity) on the 
progression of the disease, 

• analyse the effects of treatment-specific factors (such as use of health care services, 
guideline-based therapy, treatment during the phase between paediatrics and adult  
medicine) on the progression of the disease, and 

• describe the effects of the three health problems on short-, medium-  and long- term 
health and psychosocial development. 

The data and analyses take gender-specific aspects into consideration throughout. The 
project is thus also to look at, for example, if and how the progression of diseases during 
the transition into young adulthood differs between men and women and whether any 
connection to family-related factors and health care treatment can be identified. Target 
groups: 0- to 17-year-olds (inclusive); 10- to 29-year-olds (participants from the 
original data set) Outcomes: No outcomes are available yet. Funded by: Federal 
Ministry of Health (Bundesministerium für Gesundheit) KiGGS is part of the health 
monitoring activities of the Robert Koch Institute (Robert-Koch-Institut). It aims to 
continuously deliver extensive data on the health of children and adults in Germany. 

http://www.bundesgesundheitsministerium.de/themen/praevention/gesundheitsgefahren/essstoerungen/leben-hat-gewicht.html
http://www.bundesgesundheitsministerium.de/
http://www.bmfsfj.de/
http://www.bmbf.de/
http://www.bmel.de/
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/glossary-germany
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/glossary-germany
http://www.kiggs-studie.de/
http://www.rki.de/
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ADHD status conference (Statuskonferenz ADHS) Project term: 1 December 2014 to 
31 December 2015 Aims: In December 2014, 60 experts attended an ADHD status 
conference to discuss the latest developments in medical treatment for c hildren, young 
people and adults with attention-deficit/hyperactivity disorder (ADHD). At the 
conference, an overview of the current status of treatment was given and evaluated in 
relation to the current national and international guidelines on diagnosis and therapy. 
Outcomes: The central ADHD network (zentrale adhs-netz), together with industry 
associations and organisations in an interdisciplinary advisory committee, drafted a new 
white paper on the treatment of people with ADHD (Eckpunkte ADHS 2016). This paper 
summarises (largely scientifically proven) knowledge of the causes and treatment options 
for ADHD. Funded by: Federal Ministry of Health (Bundesministerium für Gesundheit). 

Project: Treatment of children and young people in Germany with mental 
illnesses – a status report and needs analysis (Versorgung psychisch kranker Kinder 
und Jugendlicher in Deutschland - Bestandsaufnahme und Bedarfsanalyse, KIJU) Project 
term: 1 November 2014 to 31 December 2016 Aims: To disc uss the c urrent state of 
quantitative and qualitative treatment for children and young people with mental 
illnesses, including the integration and accessibility of services and an analysis of target -
group outreach and treatment results. Outcomes: Expected mid-2017 Funded by: 
Federal Ministry of Health (Bundesministerium für Gesundheit). 
Directory Kidskompass (Wegweiser „Kidskompass“) Project term: since May 2017 
Aims: makes the search for information and offers on mental health of children and 
youth in the state of Brandenburg easy for families and experts Funded by: Minist ry of 
Health of the state of Brandenburg 

7.6 Mechanisms of early detection and signposting of 
young people facing health risks 
Policy framework 
In order to identify health risks to children and young people at as early a stage as 
possible, the federal government has adopted the Federal Child Protection Act 
(Bundeskinderschutzgesetz) and the Act to strengthen health promotion and 
prevention (Präventionsgesetz). 

Federal Child Protection Act (Bundeskinderschutzgesetz) 

• Came into effect: 1 December 2012. 
• Aims: Using findings from the Early Prevention in Childhood (Frühe Hilfen) programme 

and its many associated projects as the basis, the Act aims to improve child protection 
in Germany across the board, close gaps and strengthen the position of those who 
work in child welfare (such as parents, paediatricians, midwives, youth offices, family 
courts). 

• Authorities responsible: Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women 
and Youth (Bundesministerium für Familie, Senioren, Frauen und Jugend, BMFSFJ). 

• Selected measures: Make Early Prevention in Childhood programmes and strong 
networks available immediately from pregnancy, exclude ex-offenders (of relevant 
crimes) from working in child and youth services, prevent youth office-hopping 
(Jugendamt-Hopping), implement standards for custodians of professional secrets with 
respect to providing information to the youth office, establish regulat ions on house 
visits, create binding standards in child and youth services (Kinder- und Jugendhilfe). 

• Evaluation: On 31 December 2015, the federal government filed a report  evaluat ing 
the Federal Child Protection Act with the lower house of the German parliament 
(Bundestag). 

  

http://www.zentrales-adhs-netz.de/
http://www.bundesgesundheitsministerium.de/fileadmin/Dateien/3_Downloads/A/ADHS/Eckpunkte_ADHS_2016.pdf
http://www.apk-ev.de/themen/psychisch-kranke-kinder-und-jugendliche/
http://www.apk-ev.de/themen/psychisch-kranke-kinder-und-jugendliche/
http://www.kidskompass.de/
https://www.bgbl.de/xaver/bgbl/start.xav?start=//*%5B@attr_id=%27bgbl111s2975.pdf%27%5D#__bgbl__%2F%2F*%5B%40attr_id%3D%27bgbl111s2975.pdf%27%5D__1493968483774%20(www.bmfsfj.de/blob/86270/bfdec7cfdbf8bbfc49c5a8b2b6349542/bundeskinderschutzgesetz-in-kuerze-data.pdf
http://www.bgbl.de/xaver/bgbl/start.xav?startbk=Bundesanzeiger_BGBl&jumpTo=bgbl115s1368.pdf#__bgbl__%2F%2F*%5B%40attr_id%3D%27bgbl115s1368.pdf%27%5D__1490700397734
http://www.bmfsfj.de/
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/glossary-germany
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/glossary-germany
http://www.bmfsfj.de/blob/90038/41dc98503cef74cdb5ac8aea055f3119/bericht-evaluation-bundeskinderschutzgesetz-data.pdf
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Act to strengthen health promotion and prevention (Präventionsgesetz) 
• Came into effect: 25 July 2015 

• Aims: To strengthen the bases for closer collaboration between social security 
agencies, federal states (Bundesländer) and local communities in the fields of 
prevention and health promotion. 

• Authorities responsible: Federal Ministry of Health (Bundesministerium für Gesundheit, 
BMG) 

• Measures: Promote vaccination programmes, develop existing health screening for 
children, young people and adults, increase investments by health insurers and soc ial 
care insurance providers in health promotion and prevention by more than 500 million 
euros in child day care centres, schools, communities, workplaces and care facilities. 

• On the basis of a national prevention strategy (Nationale Präventionsstrategie), social 
security agencies – with the involvement of the Federal Employment Agency 
(Bundesagentur für Arbeit) and community umbrella associations – agree with the 
federal states (Bundesländer) on the specific type of cooperation on health promot ion 
in local communities, child day care centres, schools, workplaces and care facilit ies in 
particular. 

Stakeholders 
On the government side, the central stakeholders in health promotion and prevention 
work at a local level are the public health care service, the loc al authorities and their 
schools and youth centres. Health insurers and hospitals also get involved when the 
health of young people is at risk. In the private sector, youth work organisations, sports 
clubs, welfare organisations, education providers, self-help groups and counselling 
services also help with prevention. 
See also Social Inclusion > Access to Quality Services 

For schools, school social work (Schulsozialarbeit) plays an important role in 
prevention. It provides largely low-threshold, preventive socio-educational assistance. 
This assistance compensates for social disadvantages or helps people to overcome 
personal limitations. A national school social work website (Schulsozialarbeit) is available 
with information and network details. The site presents examples and concepts from 
school social work in the individual federal states (Bundesländer) and local communit ies. 
School social work is governed by district and independent-city regulat ions, as well as 
the education laws, programmes, guidelines and edicts of the federal states relat ing to 
school social work. 

Key stakeholders in school social work: 

• Federal working committee for school social work (Bundesarbeitsgemeinschaft 
Schulsozialarbeit) The federal working committee for school social work of the German 
Association of Schools of Social Work (Fachbereichstag Soziale Arbeit ) supports and 
promotes school social work in teaching, academia and applied research and 
development as well as other forms of socio-educational work in and for schools. 

• Association of school social workers (Kooperationsbund Schulsozialarbeit) Its 
members are full-time employees of various federal associations (Workers' Welfare 
Association – Arbeiterwohlfahrt Bundesverband, AWO), the federal working committee 
for evangelical youth social work (Bundesarbeitsgemeinschaft Evangelische 
Jugendsozialarbeit, BAG EJSA), IN VIA Catholic association for social work for girls and 
women in Germany (IN VIA Katholischer Verband für Mädchen- und Frauensozialarbeit 
– Deutschland), the international association IB (Internationaler Bund), the social 
welfare organisation Der Paritätische Gesamtverband, the executive board of 
Education and Science Workers' Union (Gewerkschaft Erziehung und Wissenschaft, 
Hauptvorstand – GEW) and other individuals. 

http://www.bundesgesundheitsministerium.de/
http://www.sozialgesetzbuch-sgb.de/sgbv/20d.html
https://www.leitbegriffe.bzga.de/
https://www.leitbegriffe.bzga.de/
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/46-access-quality-services-germany
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/glossary-germany
http://www.schulsozialarbeit.net/
http://www.fbts.de/arbeitskreise/bundesarbeitsgemeinschaft-schulsozialarbeit.html
http://www.fbts.de/arbeitskreise/bundesarbeitsgemeinschaft-schulsozialarbeit.html
http://www.kv-schulsozialarbeit.de/
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An overview of stakeholders of school social work in the federal states can be found on 
the education server (Bildungsserver).  

The Healthy Cities Network (Gesunde Städte-Netzwerk) in Germany is part of the 
World Health Organization's Healthy Cities project. It is a voluntary network of local 
communities. The main goal is to act as a campaign and learning tool to support  loc al 
work under the Healthy Cities initiative. The Healthy Cities Network gives professional 
and specialist assistance to health authority, social security office, housing department , 
environment agency and urban development planning employees as well as 
representatives of health initiatives and self-help groups. The German branch has a 
general meeting once a year, and Healthy City symposia are held every two years. 

The German Society for Prevention of Child Abuse and Neglect (Deutsche 
Gesellschaft für Prävention und Intervention bei Kindesmisshandlung, -vernachlässigung 
und sexualisierter Gewalt, DGfPI) is a collective of around 750 experts and expert 
organisations from across Germany and neighbouring countries who work actively to 
improve child protection. DGfPI offers a platform for professionals working in any f ield in 
positions of responsibility who are confronted with the various forms of c hild abuse and 
neglect and who work with victims and their families. They include experts working in 
social work, education, the justice system, the court and probation system, healthcare, 
therapy and counselling, and academia and research. 
Guidance to stakeholders 

Local stakeholders in prevention work will find support and information 
(Informationsmaterialien) at the Federal Centre for Health Education (Bundeszentrale für 
gesundheitliche Aufklärung, BzgA). Information, educational, school and training services 
and resources for individuals affected and communication multipliers can be found by 
following the Internet links under Healthy lifestyles and healthy nutrition. BzgA also has 
an overview of national counselling services (Beratungsstellen) in the following areas: 

• addiction counselling, 
• aids, 

• eating disorders, 

• pregnancy advice, 
• sexuality, partnerships and contraception. 

Guides, reports 

In 2015 the Federal Centre for Health Education (BzgA) published a spec ial edit ion on 
prevention and health promotion in Germany (Prävention und Gesundheit sförderung in 
Deutschland). It contains a overview of its concepts, strategies and interevention 
approaches. 

BzgA has produced a handout called 'Stay healthy – communities' (Handbuch: Gut Drauf-
Kommune) to promote the health of children and young people in local communities. 

The surveys carried out by BZgA on drug use and other dependencies (computer games, 
Internet) among young people (Studien BZgA) support efforts to prevent young people 
from becoming addicted. 

The Addiction Yearbook (Jahrbuch Sucht) by the German Centre for Addiction Issues 
(Deutsche Hauptstelle für Suchtfragen e.V.) contains the latest statistics on the use of 
alcohol, tobacco and pharmaceuticals, and on gambling and the use of addictive 
substances behind the wheel in Germany. It also provides information on the t reatment  
of addicts in Germany and statistics on addiction treatment and rehabilitation. 
Surveys are also carried out in the individual federal states (Bundesländer) on the use of 
addictive substances, and the results are used for prevention work and other ac t ivities. 

http://www.bildungsserver.de/Arbeitsgemeinschaften-und-Vereinigungen-der-Schulsozialarbeit-10825.html
http://www.gesunde-staedte-netzwerk.de/
https://dgfpi.de/
https://dgfpi.de/
https://dgfpi.de/
http://www.bzga.de/infomaterialien/
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/74-healthy-lifestyles-and-healthy-nutrition-germany#122
http://www.bzga.de/service/beratungsstellen
https://www.fruehehilfen.de/fileadmin/user_upload/fruehehilfen.de/pdf/Publikation_BZgA_Sonderheft_01_Praevention_und_Gesundheitsfoerderung_in_Deutschland.pdf
https://www.fruehehilfen.de/fileadmin/user_upload/fruehehilfen.de/pdf/Publikation_BZgA_Sonderheft_01_Praevention_und_Gesundheitsfoerderung_in_Deutschland.pdf
http://www.gutdrauf.net/fileadmin/user_upload/Startseite/Materialien/HB_GD-Kommune/GUT_DRAUF-Handbuch_Kommune.pdf
http://www.gutdrauf.net/fileadmin/user_upload/Startseite/Materialien/HB_GD-Kommune/GUT_DRAUF-Handbuch_Kommune.pdf
http://www.bzga.de/forschung/studien-untersuchungen/studien/suchtpraevention/
http://www.dhs.de/informationsmaterial/jahrbuch-sucht.html
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The Saxony centre for addiction issues (Sächsische Landesstelle gegen die Suchtgefahren 
e.V., SLS) publishes a report on addiction treatment (Sucht 2018). 
Websites 

bundesgesundheitsministerium.de – Website of the Federal Ministry of Health 
(Bundesministerium für Gesundheit) with information on prevention and child health 

kindergesundheit-info.de – Website of the Federal Centre for Health Education 
(Bundeszentrale für gesundheitliche Aufklärung) with information on risks and 
prevention, along with work materials and practical background information for 
professionals 
difu.de – Website of the German Institute of Urban Affairs (Deutsches Institut für 
Urbanistik, Difu) with specialist lectures from a conference on 8 December 2014 in 
cooperation with the Federal Centre for Health Education (Bundeszentrale für 
gesundheitliche Aufklärung, BZgA) and the Association of German Cities (Deutscher 
Städtetag, DST) on 'Improving the promotion of health and prevention work in cities. 
Local communities and health insurance providers get involved together' (Für eine 
bessere Gesundheitsförderung und Prävention in der Stadt. Kommunen und 
Krankenkassen engagieren sich gemeinsam). 

Target groups 
Specific target groups for prevention work and health promotion activities are small 
children [Early Prevention in Childhood (Frühe Hilfen) programmes] and their families, 
children of nursery school and school age, children whose welfare may be at  risk, and 
children and young people from disadvantaged backgrounds [poverty, migrant 
background (Migrationshintergrund), dysfunctional family background, children who have 
dropped out of school, disability etc.]. 

Funding 
The federal government does not specifically fund health promotion measures and 
prevention work at a local or community level. 
Financial support for projects to promote health in local communities is, for example, 
offered by some health insurers. 
On the basis of Sections 20 and 20a of Book V of the Social Code (Sozialgesetzbuch, SGB 
V), Bavarian health insurer AOK Bayern supports community projects to promote health 
in the Free State of Bavaria by providing project funding. The funding framework is 
explained by the National Association of Statutory Health Insurance Funds 
(Spitzenverband der gesetzlichen Kranken- und Pflegekassen, GKV) in its prevention 
guideline (Leitfaden Prävention). The guideline specifies action areas and quality c riteria 
for health insurance services in connection with primary prevention and the promotion of 
health in the workplace and which apply bindingly to the provision of local servic es. The 
guideline helps policy holders to avert health risks at an early stage, reach their full 
health potential and improve their resources to do so. Assistance could be, for example, 
steps to assess need, training in prevention and health promotion for communication 
multipliers, documentation, evaluations or public relations. 

The health insurer Techniker Krankenkasse supports community projects to promote 
health that focus both on individual measures and on creating healthy c ommunit ies as 
part of a general Healthy communities (Gesunde Kommune) concept. 

The health insurer Techniker Krankenkasse supports community projects to promote 
health that focus both on individual measures and on creating healthy c ommunit ies as 
part of a general Healthy communities (Gesunde Kommune) concept. 

  

http://www.slsev.de/
http://www.slsev.de/
http://www.bundesgesundheitsministerium.de/themen/praevention.html
https://www.kindergesundheit-info.de/themen/risiken-vorbeugen/
https://difu.de/dokument/fuer-eine-bessere-gesundheitsfoerderung-und-praevention-in.html
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/glossary-germany
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/glossary-germany
http://www.gkv-spitzenverband.de/krankenversicherung/praevention_selbsthilfe_beratung/praevention_und_bgf/leitfaden_praevention/leitfaden_praevention.jsp
http://www.tk.de/tk/vorsorge-und-frueherkennen/gesunde-lebenswelten/gesunde-kommune/39532
http://www.tk.de/tk/vorsorge-und-frueherkennen/gesunde-lebenswelten/gesunde-kommune/39532
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7.7 Making health facilities more youth friendly 
Although the Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth 
(Bundesministerium für Familie, Senioren, Frauen und Jugend, BMFSFJ) is tackling the 
issue of how politics, society, government etc. can become more youth friendly as part of 
the youth strategy 'Action for a youth-oriented society' (Jugendstrategie "Handeln für 
eine jugendgerechte Gesellschaft"), its focus is on youth participation and the polit ic al 
structures needed. 
No further information on top-level programmes, projects and initiatives etc. to make 
health services and facilities more youth friendly is available. 

7.8 Current debates and reforms 
Forthcoming policy developments 
In March 2017, the professional association of paediatrics and adolescent medicine 
(Berufsverband der Kinder- und Jugendärzte Deutschlands e.V., BVKJ), the German 
Society of Pediatrics and Adolescent Medicine (Deutsche Gesellsc haft für Kinder-  und 
Jugendmedizin e.V., DGKJ) and the German Association of Social Pediatric s and Youth 
Medicine (Deutsche Gesellschaft für Sozialpädiatrie und Jugendmedizin e.V., DGSPJ), 
under the umbrella of the German Academy of Paediatrics and Adolescent Medicine 
(Deutsche Akademie für Kinder- und Jugendmedizin e.V., DAKJ), adopted a joint position 
paper entitled Equity in health for children and young people in Germany – action 
recommendations (Gleiche gesundheitliche Chancen für Kinder und Jugendliche in 
Deutschland – Handlungsempfehlungen). The paper identifies opportunit ies to improve 
the situation of children and young people and their families and rec ommends spec if ic 
actions for the next legislative period. It is also supported by the Association of Leading 
Child and Youth Doctors and Child Surgeons in Germany (Verband leitender Kinder-  und 
Jugendärzte und Kinderchirurgen Deutschlands e.V., VLKKD). 

In a recent statement also dated March 2017 on prevent ion, c hild protection and the 
promotion of health among children and young people (Stellungnahme Prävention), the 
Federal Youth Advisory Board (Bundesjugendkuratorium, BJK) highlights opportunities 
and limits in prevention. It suggests focussing more on promoting health and well-being. 
BJK proposes the broad assumption of responsibilities for the interdisciplinary task of 
ensuring children grow up healthy and safe that are not only restricted to health polic y 
and child and youth services. The BJK statement looks at current laws and concepts 
designed to promote prevention among children and young people. 

In its Situation Report on the situation of refugee children in Germany 
(Lagebericht zur Situation der Flüchtlingskinder in Deutschland), published on 21 June 
2016, UNICEF criticises the situation refugee children are facing in Germany and calls for 
better care, including health care. 

The German Academy of Paediatrics and Adolescent Medicine (Deutsche Akademie 
für Kinder- und Jugendmedizin e.V.) wrote an open letter to the delegates of the lower 
house of the German parliament (Deutscher Bundestag) petitioning and emphasising the 
appointment of a child welfare officer in the Bundestag (Petition 57180). 

The Act to strengthen health promotion and prevention (Gesetz zur Stärkung der 
Gesundheitsförderung und der Prävention, Präventionsgesetz) came into effect on 25 July 
2015. The Act strengthens the promotion of health for children and young people. Steps 
include the further development of screening for children and young people and bet ter 
immunisation. 

An e-learning foundation programme for medical professionals on child 
protection (Kinderschutz in der Medizin) has been in development  sinc e 1 June 2015. 
The course aims to provide medical professionals with ongoing, high-quality further 
training on child protection oriented to everyday practices (target groups: doctors, 

http://www.bmfsfj.de/
http://www.kinderaerzte-im-netz.de/
http://www.dgkj.de/
http://www.dgkj.de/
http://www.dgspj.de/
https://www.dakj.de/
http://dakj.de/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/2017_Handlungsempfehlungen_BVKJ-DAKJ-DGKJ-DGSPJ_final.pdf
http://dakj.de/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/2017_Handlungsempfehlungen_BVKJ-DAKJ-DGKJ-DGSPJ_final.pdf
https://www.vlkkd.de/
https://www.vlkkd.de/
http://bundesjugendkuratorium.de/assets/pdf/press/BJK_Stellungnahme_Praevention.pdf
http://www.bundesjugendkuratorium.de/
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psychotherapists, child and youth psychotherapists, nurses and c aregivers, paediatric 
nurses and caregivers, physiotherapists, other members of the health professions). 
Participants are to be given an overview of the current legal situat ion, c hanges in the 
law, and the epidemiology and diagnosis of different types of abuse. The goal is to enable 
them to recognise signs of sexual abuse and respond appropriately. Project 
management: Ulm University Hospital of Child and Youth Psychiatry/Psychotherapy 
(Universitätsklinikum Ulm Klinik für Kinder- und Jugendpsychiatrie). Project term: until 
30 June 2018. 

Since 1 December 2014, a task force has been drafting a guideline on c hild abuse and 
neglect with the help of child and youth services and educators (Kinderschutzleitlinie). 
Partners from child protection and child and youth services are also involved. The new 
guideline will give doctors an up-to-date tool kit based on scientific findings. The aim is to 
support medical decisions on diagnosis, therapy and the use of other measures, including 
cooperation with other professional groups. The guideline will also cover the interface to 
collaboration with other professional groups, in particular from the field of child and 
youth services. Project management: Department of General Paediatrics and Polyc linic  
(Klinik und Poliklinik für Allgemeine Pädiatrie und Poliklinik) at the Paediatrics Centre 
(Zentrum für Kinderheilkunde), Bonn University Hospital (Universitätsklinikum Bonn). 
Project term: until 31 December 2017. 
In its recommendations on 'The well-being of young people in schools and non-formal 
places of learning and education' (Das Wohlbefinden Jugendlicher in Schule und 
außerschulischen Lern- und Bildungsorten), an expert group from the former Modern 
Youth Policy Centre (Zentrum Eigenständige Jugendpolitik) (Coordination body for 'Action 
for a youth-oriented society' since December 2014) asks how the interplay between 
formal and non-formal places of learning and education can be better oriented to youth 
well-being. It refers to subjective feelings of confidence and secure future prospects, 
experiences that allow self-efficacy, the quality of relationships, free spaces and t ime, 
freedom of choice and decision-making abilities, and fair access to places of learning and 
education. 

Ongoing debates 
Universal free school meals In a motion dated January 2019, the DIE LINKE 
parliamentary party calls for a “forward-looking and socially sound nutritional polic y” for 
chil-dren. Specifically, the motion calls for free government-funded school meals in all 
schools and day-care facilities, the quality of which should meet  the standards of the 
German Nutrition Society (Deutsche Gesellschaft für Ernährung). In addition, children 
and adolescents are to be involved in preparing meals and growing food in school kitchen 
gardens so they receive hands-on education about food and nut rit ion. DIE LINKE also 
want to introduce a mandatory strategy to reduce sugar, unsaturated fatty acids and salt  
in processed foods to prevent nutritious ingredients being substitut-ed by cheap 
ingredients and additives and to improve the quality of food. Finally, they are c alling for 
the Federal Government to amend the Food and Feed Code (Lebens- und 
Futtermittelgesetzbuch, LFGB) to include a ban on food advertising targeted at  c hildren 
as well as a ban on sugary and high-calorie processed food, fast food, sweets, savoury 
snacks and soft drinks. 

Child protection and the health system In March 2019 members of the AfD 
parliamentary party submitted a parliamentary interpellation concerning child and 
adolescent victims of abuse or ill treatment. According to the members, the victims ought 
to receive rapid professional help throughout Germany from child protection c linic s and 
centres of excellence, in line with the services to be implemented in North Rhine-
Westphalia from 2019 onwards at the initiative of the state health minist ry. Answer of 
the German federal government 
Education campaign for better food In a motion dated May 2019, the FDP 
parliamentary party called upon the Federal Government to promote more education, 
exercise and better food. Specifically, they called for an education campaign in daycare 

http://www.kinderschutzleitlinie.de/
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centres and schools so children and adolescents can start to learn about food at a young 
age. The campaign should also include adult education, given that parents lead by 
example. In addition, the FDP recommends extending the EU’s school fruit, vegetable 
and milk scheme and increasing its budget. 

 

8. CREATIVITY AND CULTURE 

The last decade has seen a significant upswing in discourse on cultural education. It  is 
encouraged for all children and young people, but the implementation is to some point  
proving difficult as cultural education is not a defined technical or legal term. There is a 
wealth of responsibilities, stakeholders and opportunities in cultural education for children 
and young people at all - federal (national), state and community – levels. 

Cultural education for children and young people includes looking at art and culture 
throughout history as well as contemporary youth culture. Promoting cultural and 
creative competences is an aim of all cultural education initiatives in Germany, 
irrespective of whether they are formal or non-formal programmes. All of the legal 
frameworks, political strategies and funding initiatives work with this goal in mind. While 
schools tend to focus on teaching knowledge, cultural institutions in particular offer 
opportunities to experience artistic works or cultural heritage. Non-formal cultural 
education for children and young people mainly encourages them to develop their own 
creativity. Opportunities are available across all genres, including (new) media, whic h 
allow children and young people to get artistically and culturally active. 

Cultural education in Germany also includes promoting young people who wish to pursue 
their artistic and cultural talents and interests professionally. 

8.1 General context 
Main trends in young people's creativity and cultural participation 
Encouraging participation in cultural activities and promoting the creative development of 
young people are goals for which in Germany a) there is a general consensus within 
society; b) they are pursued in various parts of society; and c) they enjoy support from 
various political areas. All education stakeholders generally agree that cultural education 
for children and young people is an essential part of education. There are a lot of 
expectations regarding the effect of cultural education on young people, such as on their 
personal and skills development, as well as on their social participation, in part ic ular in 
society and cultural activities. 

In recent years many efforts have been made to give all children and adolescents easier 
access to cultural education and to develop and scale up new activities. To this end, a 
large number of special programmes were launched at the national and Länder level. For 
reasons including the growing financial effort involved in offering cultural education, 
currently there is much debate surrounding the quality of activities in this field, especially 
when it comes to cultural education in all-day schools. The quality of activities offered in 
all-day schools and day-care centres cannot be assured; neither can the quality of 
training in this field. In 2013, the council for cultural education concluded that while the 
issue of good-quality cultural education is frequently raised, there is rarely a good 
answer. In 2014 the council stated that assuring the quality of cultural education was “a 
core development issue”. 

Young people are interested and participate in a wide range of cultural activities. A 2011 
study (2. Jugend-KulturBarometer) found that only 13 % of all 14 to 24-year-olds have 
never made use of cultural education opportunities. 45% of young people have a creative 
hobby. The wide range of interests amongst young people with and without migrant 
backgrounds is particularly notable. For example, 61 % of young people with a Turkish 
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migrant background have already attended one or more events on art influenced by 
Islamic culture, compared to just 19 % attending events relating to c lassical European 
culture. Only about 25 % of all young people surveyed had a ‘strong’ interest in c ulture, 
although it is not clear what exactly a ‘strong’ interest means. 

Today, cultural education frequently happens via digital channels, with a current study by 
the council for cultural education (Rat für Kulturelle Bildung) identifying YouTube as the 
main medium in this regard. With 86% of 12- to 19-year-olds using YouTube, the council 
recommends that “cultural education providers, whether in formal or non-formal 
contexts, should leverage the strong potential of audio-visual media when designing new 
cultural education contents and formats.” 
“The last decade has seen a significant upswing in discourse on cultural education whic h 
is also having a direct effect on current practice, as shown in the following example taken 
from the infrastructure survey on education services in classical cultural institutions 
(Infrastrukturerhebung zu Bildungsangeboten in klassischen Kultureinrichtungen) 
(Keuchel, S., Weil, B., 2010). The sharp rise in the number of services since 2004 is 
mainly directed at school classes (61%) and child day care centres (17%). Educational 
services for children (10%) or young people in their spare time (6%) remain a rarity. (…) 
Looking at the interests of 14 to 24-year-olds, it is clear that the growth in cultural 
activities does not go hand in hand with a rise in interest amongst the young population. 
What this means is that more activity in the cultural landscape has not resulted in a 
positive change in young people’s interests in broadening their cultural horizons, for 
example by visiting classical cultural institutions like museums and theatres, but also by 
attending rock/pop concerts or poetry slams.” We can only speculate as to the reasons 
for this. Several key changes took place during this period. For example, social media 
were not around in 2004. In addition, the education landscape in Germany has c hanged 
– for example, all-day schools continue to be rolled out and sec ondary education was 
shortened in some states from nine to eight years, which has led to fuller timetables and 
more study time. Both of these phenomena are responsible for much of the time that 
young people spend. 

For this reason, in recent years the public sector as well as foundations, associations and 
organisations have stepped up their efforts to strike up partnerships between schools and 
providers. These partnerships are voluntary in nature and involve offering sc hool pupils 
extracurricular cultural education services in the shape of, e.g., working groups or 
workshops. Over the last 10-15 years, these partnerships have dominated the f ield. It  
was hoped that the switch to all-day schools would give more young people ac cess to 
cultural education activities, yet there is no indication yet that this is happening. A study 
by the council for cultural education (Rat für Kulturelle Bildung) from 2015 which 
questioned 9th and 10th graders in general education schools across the country 
concluded that 29% of girls and 44% of boys (average: 37%) do not engage at all in 
school-based cultural activities) outside of music or art classes. This result held across all 
parental backgrounds, school types and ethnic backgrounds. That having been said, 
cultural activities in schools appear to be on the rise. In 2015, the respondents indicated, 
71% of schools had a drama club, 63% had a school choir, 58% ran a student 
newspaper, 48% had a band and more than one third of schools had art , photography 
and dance clubs. 

Main concepts 
There is no standard official concept of what “cultural participation” or “access to art  and 
culture” could mean specifically. Instead, various approaches and c oncepts exist  with 
different political and specialist biases, starting with the popular debate amongst 
specialists on what “art” and above all “culture” is. Even when talking about  “c ultural 
participation”, it can refer to anything from “just” participation (e.g., a museum/theatre 
visit or the reading of a book) to advanced opportunities that focus more closely on 
educational processes and intentionally make them possible. More recently, the term 
“cultural education” has been in popular use as a general term to cover the entire 
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spectrum. “Cultural education”, too, does not refer to a specific concept, but  is instead 
used as a catch-all term for various ways of accessing cultural opportunities through to 
advanced educational programmes for independent cultural and artist ic activit ies. This 
diverse terminology is also reflected in official documents, like section 6.1.1.1 of the 12th 
child and youth report (12. Kinder- und Jugendbericht). The terminology used in the 
report is inconsistent and is not discussed critically (“cultural work”, “youth culture work”, 
“cultural youth education”, “cultural music education”, “aesthetic-cultural education”, 
“youth culture”, “everyday culture”, “interculture”). 

Cultural heritage 
While historical cultural assets are the object of cultural education, the term “c ultural 
heritage” (in the sense of anchoring national traditions or a national identity) is not  used 
in Germany. Institutions that maintain historical cultural assets, engage in cultural 
education and have a public mission, such as theatres and museums, also have a cultural 
education mandate. This is borne out by Federal Constitutional Court  c ase law and by 
Section 35 para. 1 sentence 4 of Germany’s Unification Treaty (Einigungsvertrag), which 
refers to Germany specifically as a “nation of culture” (Kulturstaat). 

8.2 Administration and governance 
Governance 
Main actors 

As culture in Germany is the responsibility of the federal states, there is no national 
ministry of culture. The federal government’s (Bundesregierung) culture policy is 
coordinated by the Federal Government Commissioner for Culture and the Media 
(Staatsministerin für Kultur und Medien), who reports directly to the Federal Chancellor 
(Bundeskanzlerin). The Commissioner’s role includes ensuring the provision of funding to 
nationally relevant cultural institutions and projects. The Commissioner’s reach is limited 
given that the Federal Government lacks genuine power in the field of culture. Instead, 
responsibility for cultural policy lies to some extent with the federal states (Länder), 
which have cultural sovereignty or “Kulturhoheit”, but mainly with local communities 
(Kommunen). The Länder each maintain a competent ministry to this end; at  the loc al 
level, the municipalities exercise this function via their respective cultural authority 
(Kulturamt).  

Child and youth services at national (Bund) and federal state (Länder) level 
The federal government and the federal states have the power to make suggestions and 
provide funding in the field of child and youth services. The supreme federal agency in 
this field (Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth 
[Bundesministerium für Familie, Senioren, Frauen und Jugend, BMFSFJ]) makes general 
suggestions on the development of child and youth services and specific suggestions on 
individual areas with independent conferences, publications on specialist issues, 
statements and responses to parliamentary enquiries. With respect to c urrent issues in 
child and youth services, in each legislative period the BMFSFJ commissions expert 
reports on the services provided by child and youth servic es (c hild and youth reports 
[Kinder- und Jugendberichte]). The Federal Youth Advisory Board 
(Bundesjugendkuratorium) is an expert panel that provides advice on all relevant  youth 
policy issues, for example in the form of statements. Working groups for the various 
areas covered by the work of child and youth services exist at federal (national) level in 
which the BMFSFJ works together with child and youth service organisations. The Child 
and Youth Plan of the federation (Kinder- und Jugendplan des Bundes) c o-finances the 
national infrastructure of child and youth services in Germany (mainly assoc iations and 
professional bodies), funds pilot projects and supports international youth exchange and 
volunteer programmes. 
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Representatives of cultural youth education at national level (Bund) 
The umbrella associations for cultural education represent the interests of their members 
– organisations, institutions, associations and individuals active in the field. They advise 
administrations and policymakers, promote new issues and debates, and offer a platform 
for political and professional innovations. The most prominent among them are given 
below: 

• The German Federation for Cultural Youth Education (Bundesvereinigung Kulturelle 
Kinder- und Jugendbildung, BKJ) is the umbrella association for cultural education for 
children and young people in Germany. It is an alliance of 56 national formal and non-
formal educational institutions, professional bodies and state-level umbrella 
organisations for cultural education. Its member organisations represent various 
different genres of the arts and culture, as well as cultural education action areas. It s 
scope extends beyond the child and youth services field and its organisational 
structures and overlaps in particular with cultural and educational policy. 

• The German Cultural Council (Deutscher Kulturrat e. V.) is the umbrella association of 
246 cultural associations and organisations in Germany. It functions as the port of call 
for policymakers and administrators at national, federal-state (Länder) and European 
Union level in all cultural policy matters that relate to the German Cultural Counc il’s 
departments (Sektionen). The German Cultural Council also represents the 
educational mandate of the cultural institutions.  

Child and youth services at state level (Länder)  

The state ministry responsible for youth policy matters (implementation acts to the Child 
and Youth Services Act [Kinder- und Jugendhilfegesetz, KJHG], state youth plans 
[Landesjugendpläne] to finance child and youth services) is the supreme youth authority 
in each of the 16 federal states (e.g., Brandenburg Ministry of Education, Youth and 
Sport [Ministerium für Bildung, Jugend und Sport in Brandenburg], North Rhine-
Westphalia State Ministry for Family, Children, Refugees and Integration [Ministerium für 
Kinder, Familie, Flüchtlinge und Integration des Landes Nordrhein-Westfalen] or the 
Bavarian State Ministry of Family, Labour and Social Affairs [Bayerisches 
Staatsministerium für Familie, Arbeit und Soziales]). 
In the federal states (Länder) there are 17 higher-level youth offices 
(Landesjugendämter), one in each federal state except in North Rhine-Westphalia, where 
there are two. These youth offices function as supra-regional c hild and youth servic e 
organisations in accordance with Book VIII of the Social Code (SGB VIII). They support  
the regional child and youth services (youth offices, independent organisations) and 
serve the interests of children, young people and their families. They focus in part ic ular 
on establishing and maintaining child- and family-friendly living conditions. In 
conjunction with all youth welfare organisations. The higher-level youth offices see 
themselves as liaisons between local youth offices, independent organisations and the 
ministry responsible for youth on state level. The state-level youth office has a two-part 
structure made up of administration (Verwaltung) and the state youth services 
committee (Landesjugendhilfeausschuss). They perform their duties jointly. The mandate 
of the state-level youth offices is specified in Article 85 (2) of SGB VIII. 
Cultural school education at federal state (Länder) level 

In Germany, the federal states are responsible for the school system. The responsible 
state ministry is the supreme education authority. The states set curriculum standards 
and special regulations – for example on cooperation with external partners – on the 
basis of the respective state education laws. In many federal states, administrative tasks 
of the state ministries are delegated to what are known as intermediate authorities 
(Mittelbehörden) (the competent regional administration deaneries, or Dekanate). 
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Child and youth services at community level 
About 600 towns/cities and districts in Germany operate a youth office (Jugendamt), a 
local authority as part of local self-government. The youth offices take overall 
responsibility for local child and youth services. This also includes the obligation to 
provide medium-term child and youth service plans and to fund act ivities for c hildren, 
young people and families in districts of towns and cities and in villages.  

The youth office assists parents and guardians in raising, caring for and educating 
children and young people. It focusses on preventive, family-based services that help to 
create positive living conditions for families. Its tasks range from organising high-quality 
childcare to parent counselling and protecting the best interests of the child, to funding 
youth work and establishing a child- and family-friendly environment. The youth office is 
open to anyone who is having problems or in an emergency, especially children and 
young people. 

In accordance with Article 74 of Book VIII of the Social Code (SGB VIII), independent 
child and youth service organisations are also funded on condition that the organisation 
fulfils specific obligations, which include meeting the professional requirements for the 
programme planned, guaranteeing compliance with the principles and standards of 
quality development and quality assurance in accordance with Article 79a, having 
charitable status and ensuring that their work supports the objectives of the Basic  Law 
for the Federal Republic of Germany (Grundgesetz). In accordance with Art icle 78 SGB 
VIII, public youth offices work on task forces with recognised independent youth service 
organisations and providers of funded programmes. The aim of the task forces is to 
ensure that planned measures are coordinated and complementary. 

Research 

Regardless of the level of public interest in cultural education, to date there has been no 
systematic monitoring of cultural education for children and young people and no public  
report at a federal (national) level. No representative, national, qualitative surveys exist  
on participation by young people in cultural activities. Nor is there any reliable data on 
cultural education in schools and child and youth services or the sub-area of youth 
work/cultural youth education. This is partly down to the extent of the responsibilit ies of 
the federal states in formal education and the fact that responsibility is mainly at a 
community level, as well as the participatory structure of the child and youth servic es 
system. There are no comprehensive statistics from official sourc es or soc io-scientif ic 
surveys for either area. 

In 2010 researchers formed a network for cultural education research (Netzwerk 
Forschung Kulturelle Bildung) in an effort to bring together research activities in this 
field, promote an interdisciplinary dialogue on theories, challenges and research methods 
in cultural education, and support young researchers. 
General distribution of responsibilities For information on the structure and 
responsibilities, see “Main actors”. 

Cross-sectorial cooperation 
Policymakers and administrations at the federal (Bund), state (Länder) and local 
(Kommune) level frequently call for greater cross-sectoral cooperation in order to bring 
about more cultural child and youth education. However, implementation depends on the 
political objectives and opportunities that exist at the time. At federal level, the only 
possible framework for cross-sectoral cooperation is that of the national youth strategy 
(nationale Jugendstrategie), the implementation of which is supported by an advisory 
board (see 8.3). A cross-sectoral working group at the Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, 
Senior Citizens, Women and Youth (Bundesministerium für Familie, Senioren, Frauen und 
Jugend, BMFSFJ) is composed of representatives of various youth work organisations and 
providers who, along with Ministry representatives, discuss shared concerns. Cultural 
child and youth education organisations are also represented here. 

https://www.unterstuetzung-die-ankommt.de/de/
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Some federal states have adopted concepts to enable cross-sectoral support for c ultural 
child and youth education. Examples include: 
• Hamburg (framework concept for funding child and youth culture [Rahmenkonzept zur 

Förderung der Kinder- und Jugendkultur] and Berlin (Berlin framework concept for 
cultural education 2016 [Berliner Rahmenkonzept Kulturelle Bildung 2016]): The c ity 
states have each implemented a general concept for cultural education to promote the 
dovetailing of the fields: culture, education, and child and youth servic es. In Berlin, 
the senate administrations for education, youth and family (Senatsverwaltung für 
Bildung, Jugend und Familie) and for culture and Europe (Senatsverwaltung für Kultur 
und Europa) regularly report to Berlin’s state parliament (Abgeordnetenhaus) on the 
status of the implementation of the framework concept. Hamburg also has a c ultural 
education network (Netzwerk Kulturelle Bildung), which funds cultural project work in 
Hamburg. The participating authorities, district administrations, stakeholders and 
individual project partners have formed a network within which relevant informat ion 
can be quickly exchanged and project-related arrangements made. This has led to 
many beneficial developments in the child and youth culture field in Hamburg, notably 
to more networking both within and outside of the administration. 

• Baden-Württemberg: In a move to analyse the situation and identify room for 
improvement, Baden-Württemberg’s government set up an advisory body for cultural 
education (Fachbeirat für Kulturelle Bildung) on 7 February 2011. It  is c omposed of 
policymakers, representatives of cultural organisations, independent artists with 
experience of cultural education and representatives of the cultural field and schools. 
Led by the Ministry of the Arts (Kunstministerium) and with the involvement  of the 
Ministry of Education (Kultusministerium) and the parliamentary part ies in the state 
parliament (Landtagsfraktionen), the advisory body analysed the status quo and drew 
up recommendations. Its report, entitled Recommendations on cultural education 
(Empfehlungen zur kulturellen Bildung), was finalised in November 2013. It ident if ies 
objectives and measures relating to the further development of cultural education in 
educational, arts and cultural institutions and other cultural education providers across 
the state. In particular, it recommends strengthening local partnerships between 
schools and cultural institutions. The recommendations are designed to be integrated 
in current educational and cultural policy decision-making and perspectives. The 
advisory body has since been given a permanent mandate. 

• Saxony: A state-wide concept for cultural child and youth education for the Free State 
of Saxony (Landesweite Konzept Kulturelle Kinder- und Jugendbildung für den 
Freistaat Sachsen) was adopted by the state government in October 2018. It contains 
concepts and strategies to promote the continued development of c ultural c hild and 
youth education. Led by the State Ministry of Science and Cultural Affairs of Saxony 
(Staatsministerium für Wissenschaft und Kunst), the concept was drawn up by an 
interministerial working group involving the State Ministries of Education 
(Staatsministerium für Kultus) and Social Affairs and Consumer Protection (Soziales 
und Verbraucherschutz) and the Office of the Minister of State for Equality and 
Integration (Geschäftsbereich der Staatsministerin für Gleichstellung und Integration). 
The process involved a large number of cultural institutions and organisations, 
competent umbrella associations and other cultural education partners as well as 
children and adolescents. Many of their ideas, opinions and suggestions were 
incorporated in the concept. 

A special type of cooperation takes place mainly at a community level. This refers to 
collaboration between the culture, youth service and school committees, the city c ouncil 
and the relevant administration bodies (youth office, cultural office, school administration 
office). On 9 November 2012, the Association of German Cities (Deutscher Städtetag) 
supported this development with its “Munich Statement” (Münchner Erklärung) and 
advocated the further development of community education landscapes and the 
“networking of educational stakeholders in communities of responsibility”. This resulted 

https://www.hamburg.de/bkm/rahmenkonzept/
https://www.hamburg.de/bkm/rahmenkonzept/
https://www.berlin.de/sen/bildung/unterricht/kulturelle-bildung/
https://www.berlin.de/sen/bildung/unterricht/kulturelle-bildung/
https://www.kulturnetz-hamburg.de/
https://www.kulturnetz-hamburg.de/
https://publikationen.sachsen.de/bdb/artikel/31941
https://publikationen.sachsen.de/bdb/artikel/31941
https://www.staedtetag.de/files/dst/docs/Dezernat-3/Archiv/muenchner-erklaerung-2012.pdf
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in general community concepts on cultural education being proposed, which were 
supported and evaluated by the federal states. 

8.3 National strategy on creativity and culture for young 
people 
Existence of a national strategy 
The Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth 
(Bundesministerium für Familie, Senioren, Frauen und Jugend, BMFSFJ) implemented a 
youth strategy (Jugendstrategie) in 2019. 

Scope and contents 
The youth strategy is geared to adolescents and young adult s aged 12 to 27. Youth, 
according to the strategy, “is a separate phase in life that requires part ic ular polit ic al 
attention” (page 9). The conviction that adolescence/early adulthood is a separate and 
formative phase of life with its own specific challenges is also reflected in what  is known 
as Independent Youth Policy (Eigenständige Jugendpolitik), an approach that is 
incorporated in the Federal Government’s Youth Strategy. The aim, states the St rategy, 
is a youth policy across all policy that recognises its shared responsibilit y for a youth-
appropriate society that takes into consideration the diversity of young people’s realit ies 
and circumstances. The Strategy identifies nine youth-relevant fields of action along with 
a total of 163 measures that are either new or have been developed further. The nine 
fields of action are: Future, dialogue between generations, images of youth; 
Participation, civic engagement & democracy; City & country, living & culture; Diversity & 
participation; Education, work & free space; Mobility & digital world; Environment; 
Health; and Europe & the world. Cultural education for young people is part of the youth 
strategy. 

The introduction of a joint Youth Strategy by the Federal Government was pledged in the 
coalition agreement (Koalitionsvertrag) for the 19th legislative period (2017-2021). In it , 
the federal government stated that all children and young people must  have ac cess to 
cultural education and that more funding should be earmarked in the child and youth 
plan for cultural education. 

Responsible authority for the implementation of the strategy 
The youth strategy relates to all areas of competence at the federal level. Civil soc iety, 
youth advocacy organisations, the federal states and municipal associations are invited to 
participate in the strategy by the advisory board (Beirat) of the Federal Ministry for 
Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth (Bundesministerium für Familie, 
Senioren, Frauen und Jugend). Adolescents and young adults, too, are invited to provide 
input as experts on matters that concern them directly. 

Revisions/updates 
The implementation of the mandate to promote cultural participation by children and 
young people using cultural education is evaluated in child and youth work mainly by 
monitoring the award of funding with a final review, as well as by the responsible 
committees at federal state – but mainly community – level (youth office, youth service 
committee, city council). Separate quality assurance systems for schools are in plac e in 
each federal state and implemented by the school authorities. 

  

https://issuu.com/www.bkj.de/docs/quo_vadis_kommunale_gesamtkonzepte
https://www.bmfsfj.de/
https://www.bmfsfj.de/
https://www.bmfsfj.de/resource/blob/146330/a6f7b2c5fbd995374eb7e7c22b8a4777/in-gemeinsamer-verantwortung-politik-fuer-mit-und-von-jugend-die-jugendstrategie-der-bundesregierung-data.pdf
https://www.bmfsfj.de/resource/blob/146330/a6f7b2c5fbd995374eb7e7c22b8a4777/in-gemeinsamer-verantwortung-politik-fuer-mit-und-von-jugend-die-jugendstrategie-der-bundesregierung-data.pdf
https://www.bmfsfj.de/resource/blob/146330/a6f7b2c5fbd995374eb7e7c22b8a4777/in-gemeinsamer-verantwortung-politik-fuer-mit-und-von-jugend-die-jugendstrategie-der-bundesregierung-data.pdf
https://www.bundesregierung.de/breg-de/themen/koalitionsvertrag-zwischen-cdu-csu-und-spd-195906
https://www.bmfsfj.de/blob/146330/a6f7b2c5fbd995374eb7e7c22b8a4777/in-gemeinsamer-verantwortung-politik-fuer-mit-und-von-jugend-die-jugendstrategie-der-bundesregierung-data.pdf
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8.4 Promoting culture and cultural participation 
Reducing obstacles to young people's access to culture 
Legal basis for policies 
Article 1 of Book VIII of the Social Code (Sozialgesetzbuch Achtes Buch – Kinder-  und 
Jugendhilfe, SGB VIII), also known as the Child and Youth Services Act (Kinder- und 
Jugendhilfegesetz, KJHG), states that every young person has a right to c ult ivate their 
personal development and to develop into a responsible and socially competent 
individual. In addition to the responsibility of parents, it emphasises the responsibilit y of 
the state: Under Article 1 (3), child and youth services are required to implement the law 
in accordance with paragraph 1 in particular by promoting the personal and social 
development of young people and helping to prevent or break down barriers. SGB VIII 
identifies cultural youth education in Article 11 (3) as a key focus of youth work and a 
specific service to be provided by child and youth services. SGB VIII is the legal basis in 
Germany for child and youth activities by the government, the federal states, 
towns/cities and districts and for the structure of child and youth services. 

Programmes 

The key programmes for promoting cultural participation and cultural education also 
promote different structures (institutions, organisations) and programmes for cultural 
education for children and young people at federal (national), state and community level. 
They usually offer funding for alliances, organisational work, training and development  
for full-time and volunteer staff: 
National (Bund) level 

• Funding via the Child and Youth Plan of the Federal Government (Kinder- und 
Jugendplan des Bundes, KJP) As the federal agency with supreme authority, the 
Federal Youth Ministry (Bundesjugendministerium) encourages activities by c hild and 
youth services and offers funding provided they are of supra-regional importance and 
cannot be funded effectively by the federal state alone. The Federal Youth Minist ry 
does this on the basis of the Child and Youth Plan of the federation (Kinder- und 
Jugendplan des Bundes, KJP), prior to 1994 known as the National Youth Plan 
[Bundesjugendplan]) adopted in 1950. KJP is the central funding instrument  for c hild 
and youth services at federal (national) level and has the biggest budget of all of the 
Federal Youth Ministry’s funding initiatives. One area of child and youth services 
covered by the Plan refers to cultural education in accordance with Article 11 of Book 
VIII of the Social Code – Child and Youth Services (Sozialgesetzbuch Achtes Buch – 
Kinder- und Jugendhilfe, SGB VIII). 

• Since 2009, the Federal Government Commissioner for Culture and the Media 
(Staatsministerin für Kultur und Medien) awards the annual BKM prize for cultural 
education (BKM-Preis Kulturelle Bildung) to recognise projects that promote art  and 
culture in an innovative and sustainable way – and which focus especially on under-
represented target groups. This award is currently being updated in line with the 
coalition agreement (Koalitionsvertrag 2018), which foresees a “national allianc e for 
inclusive cultural education” (gesamtstaatliches Bündnis der inklusiven kulturellen 
Bildung) under which existing cultural education initiatives such as the BKM award are 
brought together and strengthened. The Commissioner provides funding for exemplary 
projects that promote diversity in terms of personnel, programming and audiences 
and continue to strengthen cultural teaching and education. The amount  earmarked 
for such projects in 2019 is around 2.7 million euros. 

One such award was presented in 2017 to the Youth Museum in Berlin for it s exhibit ion 
All included! Museum and school for sexual diversity (All included! Museum und Schule 
für sexuelle Vielfalt). Under the headings “diversity”, “gender” and “love”, the show 
highlights a variety of lifestyles. Aimed at adolescents aged 10 and above as well as 
adults, it invites visitors to shift perspectives and examines the history of emanc ipat ion 

https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/sgb_8/
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/sgb_8/
https://www.bmfsfj.de/bmfsfj/richtlinien-des-kinder--und-jugendplans-des-bundes/133494
https://www.bmfsfj.de/bmfsfj/richtlinien-des-kinder--und-jugendplans-des-bundes/133494
https://www.bundesregierung.de/breg-de/bundesregierung/staatsministerin-fuer-kultur-und-medien/kultur/kulturelle-bildung/bkm-preis-kulturelle-bildung
https://www.bundesregierung.de/breg-de/bundesregierung/staatsministerin-fuer-kultur-und-medien/kultur/kulturelle-bildung/bkm-preis-kulturelle-bildung
https://www.bundesregierung.de/breg-de/themen/koalitionsvertrag-zwischen-cdu-csu-und-spd-195906
http://www.all-included.jugendmuseum.de/aktuell.html
http://www.all-included.jugendmuseum.de/aktuell.html
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and the struggle for equality. In 2018, the organisation Spielen in der Stadt e.V. was 
awarded a prize for its project Stranger than – turning neighbours into strangers 
("Stranger than - aus Nachbarn werden Fremde"), in which 22 youngsters from nine 
countries, some of them fleeing from war and terror, spent one year examining various 
aspects of the Nazi dictatorship. In 2020 the BKM prize was replaced by the award 
Kulturlichter, the German Award for Cultural Education (Deutscher Preis für kulturelle 
Bildung) of the Federal Government Commissioner for Culture and the Media. It is 
awarded in recognition of projects and ideas that use innovative digital formats to teach 
about art and culture. 

Federal state (Länder) and community (Kommune) level 
Extracurricular cultural education is also funded at federal state and community level as 
part of basic child and youth work in accordance with SGB VIII. The budgets are 
determined largely by the state youth (funding) plans (Landesjugendpläne) and 
municipal funding plans for children and young people. Special programmes are also set  
up in the federal states depending on demand. Examples at federal state level: 

• Culture case (Kulturkoffer) (Hesse): The Hessian State Ministry for Higher Educat ion, 
Research and the Arts (Hessisches Ministerium für Wissenschaft und Kunst, HMWK) is 
providing funding via this pilot project to broaden the cultural education landscape in 
Hesse. Funded by HMWK, the project aims to give all children and young people in the 
state of Hesse access to art and culture, irrespective of their background, location or 
environment. Kulturkoffer aims to benefit in particular young people aged from 10 to 
16 who live in rural areas, socially vulnerable areas or in underdeveloped city districts 
and who until now have only had limited or no access to art and culture. The project 
promises greater opportunities for participation and and offers cultural ac tivities for 
this target group either free or at a reduced price. Kulturkoffer funding is available to 
cultural education institutions, mainly public and charitable art and culture institutions, 
as well as initiatives that have worked in the current calendar year with at  least  one 
cooperation partner (e.g., socio-spatial partners, education providers, private funders 
or foundations) on a joint project in the area of cultural education. 

• Cultural Backpack North Rhine-Westphalia (Kulturrucksack NRW): The Cultural 
Backpack programme ties in with existing programmes like “Artists visit child day 
care” (Künstler in die Kita), “An instrument for every child” (Jedem Kind ein 
Instrument), “Culture and school” (Kultur und Schule), “Culture scouts” (KulturScouts) 
or “Culture kids” (Kulturstrolche), which are already offered in child day care c entres 
and schools across North Rhine-Westphalia. It is for young people aged between 10 
and 14. The aim is “to open the door to art and culture for all children and young 
people as early and as wide as possible”. Kulturrucksack wants to offer them 
opportunities to learn about institutions and organisations from the areas of art  and 
culture and about cultural education, and to make use of the opportunities available. 
Local communities in which more than 3,500 young people aged from 10 to 14 are 
living can take part directly; smaller towns and communities can apply jointly with 
others. The federal state of North Rhine-Westphalia provides Kulturrucksack 
communities with 4.40 euros/year per person in the age group mentioned. More than 
230 municipalities with over 70 Kulturrucksack venues are signed up the programme. 

• Live culture! (KULTUR_leben!) (Saarland): KULTUR_leben! aims to sustainably embed 
cultural education in all school subjects and daily school life. It also wants to establish 
regional networks between schools and cultural partners. These goals are to be 
implemented through inclusion on the curriculum and syllabuses, as well as 
congresses, teacher training, networking, best-practice work and c ollaboration with 
artists. A state-wide project, KULTUR_leben! is implemented as part of the framework 
programme "Creative potentials" (Kreativpotentiale), which is funded by the Merc ator 
foundation (Stiftung Mercator). Mercator sees cultural education as key, and funds this 
programme to help the federal states to develop and implement concepts and tools for 
establishing cultural education. The project ran for three years and received funding of 
500,000 euros each from Stiftung Mercator and the federal state of Saarland. 

https://spielen-in-der-stadt.de/gewinner-bkm-preis-2018/
https://spielen-in-der-stadt.de/gewinner-bkm-preis-2018/
https://kulturlichter-preis.de/
https://kulturlichter-preis.de/
https://kulturkoffer.hessen.de/was-ist-der-kulturkoffer2/
https://www.kulturrucksack.nrw.de/
https://www.lpm.uni-sb.de/typo3/index.php?id=1266&tx_ttnews%5Btt_news%5D=770&cHash=07f882bf843feacd124881058243acb3
https://stiftung-mercator.pageflow.io/kreativpotentiale#120697
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• "Culture researchers – children and young people on a voyage of discovery" 
(Kultur.Forscher – Kinder & Jugendliche auf Entdeckungsreise) (joint project by 
various federal states). School pupils have been learning actively about cultural 
aspects of their “lifeworlds”, or realities, as cultural researchers since 2008. They ask 
questions and then try to find the answers themselves using a range of methods, such 
as researching, observing, questioning, collecting, arranging, filming, painting and 
describing. They collect suggestions from artists, historians, sociologists, the mayor 
and other experts. At the end of their research journey, they discuss their 
experiences, present their findings – and ask new questions. Kultur.Forscher is funded 
by the PwC foundation (PwC-Stiftung). It currently (2019) covers schools in the 
federal states of Baden-Württemberg, Bremen, Hesse, North Rhine-Westphalia, 
Rhineland-Palatinate, Saxony and Schleswig-Holstein. Every school c ooperates with 
one or more cultural partners from their region.  

Disseminating information on cultural opportunities 
No centralised policy exists in Germany, either at federal (national) or state level, for 
informing children and young people about cultural opportunities. Information about 
cultural education opportunities is disseminated via schools and child and youth servic e 
organisations and the media, mainly at a community level. 

General information on funding programmes is offered at the federal level for the wider 
public, such as on Culture builds strength (Kultur macht stark) or on the child and youth 
plan of the Federal Government. 

Other publications exist at federal state or local community level. Examples include: 
• Booklet: “Children, youth and culture – for a child- and youth-friendly North Rhine-

Westphalia, state of culture” (Kinder, Jugend& Kultur - Auf dem Weg zum Kinder-  und 
Jugendkulturland NRW). 

• "Culturenet – cultural education network in Hamburg” (Kulturnetz – Netzwerk 
kulturelle Bildung in Hamburg). The database of the Hamburg Ministry of Culture 
(Kulturbehörde), the Ministry of Schools and Vocational Training (Behörde für Schule 
und Berufsbildung), the state working group for child and youth culture 
(Landesarbeitsgemeinschaft Kinder- und Jugendkultur, LAG), the youth information 
centre (Jugendinformationszentrum, JIZ) and Hamburg city culture (Stadtkultur 
Hamburg) brings together teachers and trainers with cultural institutions, cultural 
initiatives and artists. It also makes suggestions on the use of cultural opportunities 
and projects to enhance lessons. The database lists opportunities in the areas: art , 
handicrafts/design, literature, media, music, dance/movement, history, world heritage 
and festivals/events, as well as ecology, the environment, nature, sport, social 
engagement and the economy. 

Only a handful of information sources are directed specifically at young people, such as 
the booklet “What’s going on where! Recreational facilities for children and young people 
in Berlin” (Wo ist was los! Kinder- und Jugendfreizeiteinrichtungen in Berlin) or the 
website "Youth culture service“ (JugendKulturService), also in Berlin. 

Knowledge of cultural heritage amongst young people 
As already explained under Main concepts, “cultural heritage” is rarely mentioned in 
policy debates or the expert discourse in Germany. At all levels, cultural education 
always implies ties with art history, art heritage sites and artistic monuments. Cultural 
education for children and young people includes looking at art and culture throughout 
history as well as contemporary youth culture. 

  

http://www.kultur-forscher.de/einblicke.html
http://www.kultur-forscher.de/einblicke.html
http://www.kultur-forscher.de/schulen-partner/baden-wuerttemberg.html
http://www.kultur-forscher.de/schulen-partner/bremen.html
http://www.kultur-forscher.de/schulen-partner/hessen.html
http://www.kultur-forscher.de/schulen-partner/nordrhein-westfalen.html
http://www.kultur-forscher.de/schulen-partner/nordrhein-westfalen.html
http://www.kultur-forscher.de/schulen-partner/sachsen.html
http://www.kultur-forscher.de/schulen-partner/schleswig-holstein.html
https://www.buendnisse-fuer-bildung.de/
https://www.bmfsfj.de/bmfsfj/ministerium/ausschreibungen-foerderung/foerderrichtlinien/foerderrichtlinien-kinder-und-jugendplan-bund
https://www.bmfsfj.de/bmfsfj/ministerium/ausschreibungen-foerderung/foerderrichtlinien/foerderrichtlinien-kinder-und-jugendplan-bund
https://www.mkffi.nrw/sites/default/files/asset/document/auf_dem_weg_zum_kinder-_und_jugendkulturland_nrw_neu_rz_web.pdf
https://www.mkffi.nrw/sites/default/files/asset/document/auf_dem_weg_zum_kinder-_und_jugendkulturland_nrw_neu_rz_web.pdf
https://www.kulturnetz-hamburg.de/
https://www.berlin.de/sen/jugend/jugend/freizeit/wo-ist-was-los-2016-broschuere.pdf
http://www.jugendkulturservice.de/
https://national-policies.eacea.ec.europa.eu/youthwiki/chapters/germany/81-general-context
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8.5 Developing cultural and creative competences 
Acquiring cultural and creative competences through education 
and training 
Promoting cultural and creative competences is an aim of all cultural education initiatives 
in Germany, irrespective of whether they are formal or non-formal programmes. All of 
the legal frameworks, political strategies and funding initiatives work with this goal in 
mind. While schools tend to focus on teaching knowledge, cultural institutions in 
particular offer opportunities to experience artistic works or cultural heritage. Non-formal 
cultural education for children and young people mainly encourages them to develop 
their own creativity. Opportunities are available across all genres, including (new) media, 
which allow children and young people to get artistically and culturally active. However, 
this description makes a rough distinction that does not necessarily apply in all cases. 

Recognition of the value of cultural education in youth work and other areas of c hild and 
youth services, at nursery level and in schools and other educational areas has risen a lot 
in the last 20 years. Since then, the question of what this means, whic h concepts are 
suitable, and what the right approach is to give more young people the opportunity to 
participate has (once again) become the subject of fierce debate in various soc ial and 
professional groups and political arenas. A particularly strong argument is that  c ultural 
education generates secondary and transfer effects that contribute to the development of 
young people’s skills, to their professional prospects and to social c ohesion. The 15th 
child and youth report (15. Kinder- und Jugendbericht) notes (page 18) that  “cultural 
education opportunities are an important learning environment for young people. They 
convey artistic abilities, creativity, expressiveness, tolerance and social skills – key 
conditions for participation and social integration.” 

At federal state (Länder) level in particular, there are programmes to promote young 
people’s talents. One example: 

• JeKits (North Rhine-Westphalia): JeKits – An instrument, dancing or singing for every 
child (JeKits – Jedem Kind Instrumente, Tanzen, Singen) is a primary school 
programme in North Rhine-Westphalia based on partnerships between schools and 
external partners (such as music schools or dance studios). The programme is open to 
all children at a JeKits school. JeKits offers three choices: instruments, dancing or 
singing. JeKits aims to give children the chance to experience making music, danc ing 
or singing in a group as a way of expressing themselves. JeKits wants to reach as 
many children in North Rhine-Westphalia as possible, irrespective of their origins or 
their socio-economic background, to offer access to musical or dance education. JeKits 
wants to be a long-term enhancement to the local education landscape by 
systematically maintaining partnerships between schools and external partners. More 
than 1,000 primary schools in 187 local communities in North Rhine-Westphalia took 
part in the programme in the 2018/19 school year. The JeKits programme receives 
funding of over 11 million euros from the state government of North Rhine-
Westphalia. 

Specialised training for professionals in the education, culture and 
youth fields 
Teachers must complete professional studies before they can teach at schools. In order 
to start teacher training in an artistic discipline, individual must pass an artistic apt itude 
test as stipulated in the study regulations of the higher education institutions. 

Teacher training Further training for qualified teachers is offered in specific subjects by 
various providers in the federal states. Further training is also available as part of special 
programmes. Some programmes also address the promotion of collaboration between 
schools and external cultural education partners. 
Examples of further teacher training available in the federal states: 

https://www.bmfsfj.de/blob/115438/d7ed644e1b7fac4f9266191459903c62/15-kinder-und-jugendbericht-bundestagsdrucksache-data.pdf
https://www.bmfsfj.de/blob/115438/d7ed644e1b7fac4f9266191459903c62/15-kinder-und-jugendbericht-bundestagsdrucksache-data.pdf
https://www.jekits.de/
https://www.stiftung-mercator.de/media/downloads/3_Publikationen/Keuchel_mapping_kulturelle-bildung.pdf
https://www.stiftung-mercator.de/media/downloads/3_Publikationen/Keuchel_mapping_kulturelle-bildung.pdf


Youth policies Germany – 2020  Youth Wiki 

279 

• Baden-Württemberg: The Rotenfels Castle academy for school art, school theatre and 
amateur dramatics (Akademie für Schulkunst, Schul- und Amateurtheater Schloss 
Rotenfels) is the state’s central teaching and training academy for artistic disciplines. 
It sees itself as a practice-based meeting place for teachers, pupils, artists and experts 
from all areas of school and cultural life. The Academy helps schools to develop 
aesthetic-cultural projects through further training and school-related events. It  aims 
to act as a liaison and advisor for schools and cultural institutions/cultural partners. 
The Academy is an official teacher-training provider in Baden-Württemberg, offering 
teacher-training events that look at the practical and creative as well as theoret ical 
and reflective aspects of the visual arts, and at the substance of theatre, dance and 
neighbouring areas. 

• Saxony: The KOST school and theatre partnership in Saxony (Kooperation Schule und 
Theater in Sachsen) offers various further training opportunities for teachers in the 
field of performing arts and school theatre in conjunction with the Saxon inst itute of 
education (Sächsisches Bildungsinstitut) and the Saxon education agency (Sächsische 
Bildungsagentur). 

• Bavaria: Cultural education training for teachers is offered in the fields of music, 
art/dance/drama/film, museum education and monuments, and new media. These 
courses are offered on the Bavarian State Ministry of Education and Culture 
(Bayerisches Staatsministerium für Unterricht und Kultus) website. 

• Hesse: The project office for cultural education (Projektbüro Kulturelle Bildung), whic h 
is part of the Hessian Ministry of Cultural Affairs (Hessisches Kultusministerium), 
offers further teacher training on subjects such as creative teaching prac tice, music  
and performing arts. 

Training for educators, youth workers and professionals in the cultural sector 

Almost all professional bodies and state associations for cultural child and youth 
education (Fachverbände und Landesvereinigungen Kulturelle Kinder- und 
Jugendbildung) offer further training in extracurricular cultural child and youth education. 
There are also training academies for cultural education or specific artistic genres in the 
federal states, such as the 23 federal and state music academies (Bundes- und 
Landesmusikakademien) or the theatre education centres. This is in addition to three 
national training academies: 

1. Academy of Arts Education of the German Government and the State of North 
Rhine-Westphalia (Akademie der Kulturellen Bildung des Bundes und des Landes) 
in Remscheid, 

2. Federal academy for cultural education in Wolfenbüttel (Bundesakademie für 
Kulturelle Bildung Wolfenbüttel e.V.), 

3. Federal academy for musical youth education in Trossingen (Bundesakademie für 
musikalische Jugendbildung Trossingen). 

All three academies offer further training programmes for various professions in schools, 
nursery/child day care, youth work and culture. Additionally, further training is available 
from training and advice centres and as part of special programmes. Examples: 

• North Rhine-Westphalia: ProQua, offered by the Academy of Arts Education of the 
German Government and the State of North Rhine-Westphalia (project term: 2018-
2022), offers specialist educational support for the national funding programme 
“Culture builds strength. Alliances for education” (Kultur macht stark. Bündnisse für 
Bildung) and organises conferences on cross-cutting subjects and general cultural 
education issues. The aim is to help train specialist staff and thus improve educational 
opportunities for disadvantaged children and adolescents. ProQua events are aimed at  
experts, multipliers and volunteers and focus on quality developments and the 
interests of local partnerships under the “Kultur macht stark” programme. 

https://www.akademie-rotenfels.de/de/lehrerfortbildungen/
https://www.akademie-rotenfels.de/de/lehrerfortbildungen/
https://www.akademie-rotenfels.de/de/lehrerfortbildungen/
https://www.kost-sachsen.de/fortbildung/
https://www.kost-sachsen.de/fortbildung/
https://www.km.bayern.de/lehrer/fort-und-weiterbildung/angebote-fuer-kulturelle-bildung.html
https://www.km.bayern.de/lehrer/fort-und-weiterbildung/angebote-fuer-kulturelle-bildung.html
https://kultur.bildung.hessen.de/ws-programm/index.html
https://www.bkj.de/termine/
https://www.bkj.de/termine/
https://www.bkj.de/termine/
http://www.musikbildungsstaetten.de/
http://www.musikbildungsstaetten.de/
https://kulturellebildung.de/
https://kulturellebildung.de/
https://www.bundesakademie.de/startseite/
https://www.bundesakademie.de/startseite/
https://www.bundesakademie-trossingen.de/
https://www.bundesakademie-trossingen.de/
https://proqua-kms.de/unser-projekt/
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• The German Federation for Cultural Youth Education (Bundesvereinigung Kulturelle 
Kinder- und Jugendbildung, BKJ) offers conferences and resources for improving 
quality. Its “youth.culture.exchange” (jugend.kultur.austausch) department  provides 
advice, funding and training on international youth culture and expert exchanges. 

Providing quality access to creative environments 
Cultural education in youth work 
Book VIII of the Social Code (SGB VIII), specifically Article 11 (3) (Sozialgesetzbuch 
Achtes Buch – Kinder- und Jugendhilfe, SGB VIII), identifies cultural youth education as a 
key focus of youth work and a specific service to be provided by child and youth services. 
Cultural youth education can hence form part of any kind of youth work and youth 
association work. Within the youth work field, there are organisat ions and inst itutions 
that specialise in cultural education for children and adolescents. The around 70,000 
individual organisations and institutions at the local level are in turn affiliated with 57 
nationwide umbrella organisations and more than 900 state-level organisations. They 
focus on a wide range of subjects, ranging from literature, music , theatre, dance and 
rhythm, to the visual arts, photography, media, play and circus artistry. These 
organisations have their own facilities, such as youth music schools, youth art  sc hools, 
literary organisations, child and youth theatres, mobile organisations (play buses) and 
other organisations that have no venue of their own (usually clubs and associations). 
Cultural education in school education 

The right to education, guidance and personal advancement, as well as to cultural 
participation, is laid down in all target paragraphs of the state school acts (Schulgesetze), 
such as in this example taken from North Rhine-Westphalia’s school act (Schulgesetz für 
das Land Nordrhein-Westfalen). Article 1 (1) states that every young person, irrespective 
of their financial situation, background or gender, has a right to school education, 
guidance and personal advancement, and that this right is guaranteed within the 
framework of this law. Article 2 (4) covers the mandate of schools to provide education 
and guidance, which says that schools must teach the knowledge, skills, abilit ies and 
values needed to fulfil their educational and guidance mandate. In doing so, the sc hool 
must take the individual requirements of the pupils into consideration. The sc hool gives 
pupils the ability to be responsible citizens of social, societal, economic , professional, 
cultural and political life and to shape their own lives.  

In its “Recommendation on cultural education for children and young people” 
(Empfehlung zur kulturellen Kinder- und Jugendbildung) dated 10 October 2013, the 
Standing Conference of the Ministers of Education and Cultural Affairs 
(Kultusministerkonferenz) put it thus: “Cultural education is crucial to the personal and 
character development of young people. It improves the conditions for attaining a 
successful educational profile and promotes the acquisition of cognitive and creative 
skills. It contributes to the emotional and social development of all adolescents and to 
their integration into the community, and is thus a basic condition for social 
participation.” The Federal Government’s 2012 report on education in Germany 
(Bildungsbericht der Bundesregierung) emphasised (page 157) that cultural education 
“helps individuals to lead a self-determined life, to discover and develop their expressive 
needs and to actively participate in culture. In a world where social, political and 
economic processes are shaped by a wealth of aesthetic media, music/aesthetic-cultural 
education will be a requirement for autonomous and critical participation in soc iety and 
politics.” At the same time, cultural education is described as an educational area with 
independent goals (eigenständige Ziele). 
Cultural participation/cultural education in schools is ensured via the curric ulum, mainly 
in the range of subjects taught. Cultural subjects at school are usually: music lessons, art 
lessons (focus on visual arts), German lessons (literature), and in some federal states 
and selected types of school also performing art (theatre), dance or representation and 
expression. 

https://www.bkj.de/
https://www.bkj.de/
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/sgb_8/
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/sgb_8/
https://recht.nrw.de/lmi/owa/br_text_anzeigen?v_id=10000000000000000524
https://recht.nrw.de/lmi/owa/br_text_anzeigen?v_id=10000000000000000524
https://www.kmk.org/fileadmin/Dateien/pdf/PresseUndAktuelles/2013/2013-10-10-Beschluss_Kulturelle-Kinder-u-Jugendbildung.pdf
https://www.kmk.org/fileadmin/Dateien/pdf/PresseUndAktuelles/2013/2013-10-10-Beschluss_Kulturelle-Kinder-u-Jugendbildung.pdf
https://www.bildungsbericht.de/de/bildungsberichte-seit-2006/bildungsbericht-2012/bildung-in-deutschland-2012
https://www.bildungsbericht.de/de/bildungsberichte-seit-2006/bildungsbericht-2012/bildung-in-deutschland-2012
https://www.bildungsbericht.de/de/bildungsberichte-seit-2006/bildungsbericht-2012/bildung-in-deutschland-2012
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A curriculum analysis carried out as part of the “Mapping cultural education” project 
(mapping//kulturelle-bildung) found that in the 2007/8 school year the number of 
teaching hours allocated to cultural education in the individual states was about 72 hours 
on average. This equates to about 9.8% of total teaching hours. It is important to 
remember that the curriculum analysis only included subjects expressly designated as 
artistic, and that the amount of cultural education taught in schools is actually higher as 
cultural education is also relevant in other subjects. However, it is difficult to determine 
the exact portion of artistic and creative teaching that takes place, for example in 
language subjects or history class (relating to cultural history). “In addition to the 
curriculum, other cultural education services are available in schools on a voluntary 
basis, such as cultural opportunities outside of lessons, e.g., school libraries, school 
choirs, school orchestras, or theatre groups. The provision of additional programmes like 
these is not included in the statistical data on schools. However, the Youth Culture 
Barometer (Jugend-KulturBarometer) records past attendance at such programmes 
amongst 14- to 24-year-olds. According to the Barometer, 56% of young people had 
participated in an artistic or creative club at school at least once in their lives. If 
attendance at the Internet club (e.g., designing the home page) is also inc luded as a 
borderline case, the share in 2010/11 rises to 62%.” The differences across the school 
systems and the status of creative school subjects in the syllabuses make it very difficult  
to collect data on teaching hours. 

Schools have a certain amount of flexibility within the legal framework to broaden their 
programme or establish a profile as a cultural school. For example, they might award art  
and culture subjects a special status (for example by allocating a greater portion of 
school hours) or offer optional art/culture subjects and extracurricular work groups. 
Regular extracurricular opportunities in cooperation with external partners such as 
institutions and organisations that provide cultural education for children and young 
people, or with cultural institutions or individual artists, are also widespread. 

Cultural education in the cultural sector 
Cultural education – in addition to other tasks – is also seen as a (soc ial) mandate of 
public cultural institutions in Germany. However, it is not anchored in law or established 
nationwide. The Basic Law for the Federal Republic of Germany (Grundgesetz) states that 
the funding of art and culture is a voluntary task of the federal states (cultural 
sovereignty, or Kulturhoheit), which must also establish the necessary legal frameworks 
and provide funding. 

A wide range of stakeholders and cultural institutions cover the area of art and culture in 
Germany. These include libraries, theatres, museums, orchestras, choirs, publishing 
houses, the film industry, television, radio, parts of the Internet, as well as privately and 
publicly run music schools and adult education centres, and artists from all genres. The 
educational mandate is interpreted and implemented in a wide variety of ways, ranging 
from a systematic focus on visitor numbers to reach as many people as possible, through 
to educational programmes. 

The fact that support for culture and the arts is a voluntary task for the public  sector is 
not without its critics in Germany and there continue to be repeated calls for its inclusion 
in the Basic Law (Grundgesetz): “Despite the fact that it has not yet found its way 
expressly into the Basic Law (…), multiple top-level rulings by the Federal Constitutional 
Court (Bundesverfassungsgericht) and Article 35 of the German Unification Treaty 
describe Germany explicitly as a “nation of culture”. The cultural educational mandate 
derives from this and is the reason why the German public authorities provide about 
eight billion euros in funding per year for art and culture on a federal (nat ional), state 
and community level. For example, public theatre in Germany is subsidised by about 
84% on average, with just 16% generated by the theatres themselves.” 
Support for up and coming young artists 

Programmes and, above all, prizes offer up-and-coming artists the opportunity to benefit  
from scholarships, publicity and financial support. Programmes and prizes are organised 

https://www.stiftung-mercator.de/media/downloads/3_Publikationen/Keuchel_mapping_kulturelle-bildung.pdf
https://www.stiftung-mercator.de/media/downloads/3_Publikationen/Keuchel_mapping_kulturelle-bildung.pdf
https://www.stiftung-mercator.de/media/downloads/3_Publikationen/Keuchel_mapping_kulturelle-bildung.pdf
https://www.stiftung-mercator.de/media/downloads/3_Publikationen/Keuchel_mapping_kulturelle-bildung.pdf
https://www.stiftung-mercator.de/media/downloads/3_Publikationen/Keuchel_mapping_kulturelle-bildung.pdf
http://miz.org/downloads/dokumente/946/2018_Kulturfinanzbericht.pdf
http://www.bpb.de/gesellschaft/kultur/kulturelle-bildung/60011/oeffentliche-kulturbetriebe?p=0
http://www.bpb.de/gesellschaft/kultur/kulturelle-bildung/60011/oeffentliche-kulturbetriebe?p=0
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at federal (national), state, regional and local level. Examples of prizes, programmes and 
similar for young artists include: 
• Jugend musiziert is a music competition for children and young people that  began in 

Germany in 1964. In addition to the artistic challenge, Jugend musiziert is about 
bringing together passionate young music fans. The competition has three phases: 
The winners of over 160 regional contents go through to the state c ompet ition. The 
first-placed males and females in the state competition then go through to the 
national final. Certificates and prizes are awarded at all three levels. In addition, 
foundations, organisations, institutions and private supporters award grants, special 
prizes and scholarships. The winners of the national finals are presented with an 
award by the Federal Minister of Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth. 

• The German Youth Photo Award (Deutscher Jugendfotopreis) discovers and promotes 
talented young photographers and helps them to develop their skills as a personal and 
artistic form of expression. This is done through awards, workshops, exhibit ions and 
publications. Since it was established, well over 50,000 photographers have taken part 
in the German Youth Photo Prize as individuals and in groups. The Award was 
launched in 1961 and is organised by the German Centre for Youth and Children’s 
Films (Deutsches Kinder- und Jugendfilmzentrum) on behalf of the Federal Ministry for 
Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth (Bundesministerium für Familie, 
Senioren, Frauen und Jugend). Other backers include the German photographic 
industry association (Photoindustrie-Verband) and photokina. 

• The Socio-Cultural fund's "Giving youth a chance" (Fonds Soziokultur "Der Jugend eine 
Chance") funding initiative for young cultural initiatives provides financial support to 
young people aged 18 to 25 who have formed an initiative or club. 

• The Young Artists Festival Bayreuth (Festival junger Künstler Bayreuth) brings 
together 1,950 talented young individuals from across the globe. The young art ists 
themselves organise and entertain at the festival. About 25,000 young people from 80 
nations have visited Bayreuth for the festival over a period of 60 years. The close 
collaboration between young artists and cultural managers is an important part of the 
training. 

• The Ministry of Culture and Science (Ministerium für Kultur und Wissenschaft) of North 
Rhine-Westphalia runs an award scheme for young artists, with 14 individual prizes 
worth 7,500 euros each awarded to artists in the fields of painting, graphic design and 
sculpture; poetry and writing; composition, conducting and musical performance; 
drama: directing, acting, singing, dance and set design; film: direc t ing, set  design, 
camera; media art; architecture, interior design, landscaping, urban design and 
design. 

8.6 Developing entrepreneurial skills through culture 
Developing entrepreneurial skills through cultural activities 
Developing entrepreneurial skills is not an objective of cultural education in Germany. 
Germany has no initiatives at the top authority level that would support the acquisition of 
such skills through cultural activities. 

Young artists are supported by means of awards and prizes. Beyond that, they are often 
reliant on “regular” business funding, such as seed funding for start-ups. However, in 
many cases this kind of support is not right for projects in the cultural and creative 
sector. Germany maintains a separate statutory health, long-term care and pension 
insurance fund for freelance artists by the name of Künstlersozialkasse.  

Support young entrepreneurs in the cultural and creative sectors 
Cultural education in Germany also includes promoting up-and-coming artistic talent, i.e. 
young people who wish to pursue their artistic and cultural talents and interests 

https://www.jugend-musiziert.org/
https://www.jugendfotopreis.de/home.html
https://www.fonds-soziokultur.de/foerderung/foerderprogramme/der-jugend-eine-chance.html
https://www.fonds-soziokultur.de/foerderung/foerderprogramme/der-jugend-eine-chance.html
https://www.youngartistsbayreuth.de/en/
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professionally. Funding in this area is thus aimed at training artistic abilities and 
improving the profiles of young artists. In addition to training opportunities, mainly at 
colleges of the visual arts, music, musicals and dance, stage, art history, film and 
photography, a wide range of vocational training is also available, such as at stage 
schools, dance schools, music schools, etc. 

Programmes and, above all, prizes offer up-and-coming artists the opportunity to benefit  
from scholarships, publicity and financial support. Programmes and prizes are organised 
at federal (national), state, regional and local level. Examples of prizes, programmes and 
similar for young artists include: 
• Youth making music (Jugend musiziert) is a music competition for children and young 

people that began in Germany in 1964. In addition to the artistic c hallenge, Jugend 
musiziert is about bringing together passionate young music fans. The competition has 
three phases: The winners of over 160 regional contents go through to the state 
competition. The first-placed males and females in the state competition then go 
through to the national final. Certificates and prizes are awarded at all three levels. In 
addition, foundations, organisations, institutions and private supporters award grants, 
special prizes and scholarships. The winners of the national finals are presented with 
an award by the Federal Minister of Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth. 

• The German Youth Photo Prize (Deutscher Jugendfotopreis) discovers and promotes 
talented young photographers and helps them to develop their skills as a personal and 
artistic form of expression. This is done through awards, workshops, exhibit ions and 
publications. Since it was established, well over 50 000 photographers have taken part 
in the German Youth Photo Prize as individuals and in groups. The German Youth 
Photo Prize was launched in 1961 and is organised by the German Cent re for Youth 
and Children's Films (Deutsches Kinder- und Jugendfilmzentrum) on behalf of the 
Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth 
(Bundesministerium für Familie, Senioren, Frauen und Jugend). Other backers include 
the German photographic industry association (Photoindustrie-Verband) and 
photokina. 

• The Socio-Cultural fund’s 'Giving youth a chance' (Fonds Soziokultur 'Der Jugend eine 
Chance') funding initiative for young cultural initiatives provides financial support  to 
young people aged 18 to 25 who have formed an initiative or club. 

• The Young Artists' Festival Bayreuth (Festival junger Künstler Bayreuth) brings 
together 1 950 talented young individuals from across the globe. The young art ists 
themselves organise and entertain at the festival. About 25 000 young people from 80 
nations have visited Bayreuth for the festival in 60 years. The close collaboration 
between young artists and cultural managers is an important part of the training. 

• The Ministry of Culture and Science (Ministerium für Kultur und Wissenschaft) of North 
Rhine-Westphalia runs an award scheme for young artists, with 14 individual prizes 
worth 7 500 euros each awarded to artists in the fields of painting, graphic design and 
sculpture; poetry and writing; composition, conducting and musical performance; 
drama: directing, acting, singing, dance and set design; film: direc t ing, set  design, 
camera; media art; architecture, interior design, landscaping, urban design and 
design. 

In addition, young artists are often reliant on ‘regular’ business funding, such as seed 
funding for start-ups. However, in many cases this kind of support is not right for 
projects in the cultural and creative sector. Some federal states thus offer special 
assistance. Example: 

• Baden-Württemberg: The MFG Innovation Agency (MFG Innovationsagentur) has been 
supporting media and the creative industries since 1995. It  aims to st rengthen the 
competitiveness of creative companies and promote industry networking, as well as to 
establish contacts with universities, commercial enterprises and funding inst itutions. 
MFG offers artists in the state of Baden-Württemberg needs-based support and 

https://www.jugend-musiziert.org/
http://www.jugendfotopreis.de/
http://www.fonds-soziokultur.de/foerderung/foerderprogramme/der-jugend-eine-chance.html
http://www.fonds-soziokultur.de/foerderung/foerderprogramme/der-jugend-eine-chance.html
http://www.youngartistsbayreuth.de/
https://innovation.mfg.de/de/ueber-die-mfg
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funding for innovation processes and media projects. Other key areas include 
promoting talent, location marketing and continuing vocational training. 

8.7 Fostering the creative use of new technologies 
New technologies in support of creativity and innovation 
Current and past efforts at national level in Germany have attempted to give as many 
school pupils as possible access to the Internet. The initiative “Schools go online” 
(Schulen ans Netz e.V.), involving the federal government, the federal states and loc al 
communities, ran from 1996 to 2012. The initiative was funded through a joint init iat ive 
by the Federal Ministry of Education, Research and Technology (Bundesministerium für 
Bildung, Wissenschaft, Forschung und Technologie) (now the Federal Ministry of 
Education and Research [Bundesministerium für Bildung und Forschung, BMBF]) and 
Deutsche Telekom. The initiative aimed to give free Internet access to all schools in 
Germany, which it successfully achieved. By the end of 2001, all of the about  34,000 
schools and colleges in Germany had Internet access. After achieving this goal, the focus 
turned to projects such as information portals for teachers and pupils, training 
opportunities and integrating new media into daily school life. Professional Internet 
services and platforms von “Schulen ans Netz” helped educators in sc hools and in the 
non-formal youth sector in their day-to-day work with computers and the Internet. Some 
Schule ans Netz projects were continued by private backers after funding ended. These 
include flagship projects such as the "Teachers online" (Lehrer-Online) website. The 
website offers around 20,000 quality-assured teaching materials for teachers and trainee 
teachers, such as lesson plans, proposed methods, downloadable worksheets and so on. 
Another project is the associated work and communication platform lo-net2. It  is aimed 
at German schools and other educational institutions, offering many different types of e-
learning. The platform offers school-specific virtual classrooms. Teachers and students 
can form class- or institution-based networks. The platform offers a multitude of 
functions supporting connected, creative learning both within and outside of school, such 
as advertising-free e-mail addresses, filespaces, web 2.0 applications and didactic tools. 
Yet another “Schulen ans Netz” product is LizzyNet, an online portal for girls and young 
women offering information, news, and a space to share their own thoughts on books, 
music, films, games etc. 

In 2016, BMBF launched its Education offensive for the digital knowledge society 
(Bildungsoffensive für die digitale Wissensgesellschaft). The Federal Minist ry’s st rategy 
aims to identify the opportunities and action areas that digital change creates for all 
areas of education, from early childhood education and schools, to vocational t raining, 
universities and continuing vocational training. The platform "digital training" 
(qualifizierung digital) provides comprehensive information on the use of digital media in 
vocational training. 

In 2019 a digital pact for schools (DigitalPakt Schule) was launched, a scheme under 
which the Federal Government and the Länder are equipping schools with high-quality 
digital technology. Over a five-year period, the Federal Government is providing a total of 
five billion euros; with at least another half a billion euros coming from the Länder, the 
total is at least 5.5 billion euros. Schools can apply to the respective Länder government  
for funding. To enable this scheme, the upper (Bundesrat) and lower (Bundestag) houses 
of parliament amended Section 104c of Germany“s Basic Law (Grundgesetz). Through 
DigitalPakt Schule, the Federal Government has earmarked funding for the development  
of a digital education infrastructure. Meanwhile, the federal states manage the 
development of media education concepts in schools, oversee the t raining of teachers 
and ensure that local authorities, which manage schools, and independent education 
bodies have concepts in place to safeguard the operation, support and maintenance of 
said infrastructure. In addition, the federal states decide whether to inc orporate mobile 
devices in their teaching material regulations. 

https://www.bmbf.de/
https://www.bmbf.de/
https://www.lehrer-online.de/
https://www.lo-net2.de/
https://www.lizzynet.de/wws/9.php#/wws/index.php?sid=64589829219534356562345004500350
https://www.bmbf.de/files/Bildungsoffensive_fuer_die_digitale_Wissensgesellschaft.pdf
https://www.qualifizierungdigital.de/
https://www.qualifizierungdigital.de/
https://www.bmbf.de/de/wissenswertes-zum-digitalpakt-schule-6496.php
https://www.bmbf.de/de/wissenswertes-zum-digitalpakt-schule-6496.php
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The Standing Conference of the Ministers of Education and Cultural Affairs 
(Kultusministerkonferenz) has also come up with an action plan in the form of its 
strategy “Education in the digital world” (Bildung in der digitalen Welt). Under the plan, 
learning in the context of the increasing digitisation of society and work and critical 
reflection on this trend are to become integral elements of the educational mandate. 
Digital media is to contribute to the development and roll-out of new teaching and 
learning processes and better promote personal development for pupils, thus support ing 
efforts to establish greater gender equality using education. 

Associations, companies and foundations have also set up programmes and initiatives to 
improve digital learning. One example is the programme “Digitising education” 
(Digitalisierung der Bildung) by the Bertelsmann Foundation (Bertelsmann Stiftung). 
Together with the CHE Centre for Higher Education (Centrum für Hochschulentwicklung) 
the Foundation wants to lead a debate on when and how digital learning media offer 
genuine benefits. The debate is to be supported with selected studies, events and 
projects – taking a learner-centric approach using educationally sound reasoning rather 
than based on what is technologically possible. The online platform for digital education 
(Digitalisierung der Bildung) pools various activities from schools, youth work or lifelong 
learning-activities. Regular blog posts offer a platform for mutual dialogue. 

Another example is the platform “Art labs - Courage through art. Working with art in 
schools - inspiration, materials, good practices” (Kunstlabore. Weil Kunst  mut ig macht . 
Künstlerische Arbeit in Schulen – Inspirationen, Arbeitshilfen, Praxiseinblicke), which was 
launched in 2019 as a source of inspiration, guidance and practical help. The latter 
project, a platform, is the outcome of a cooperation between art practitioners and 
schools and is run by MUTIK gGMBH, a partner organisation of the Mercator Foundation. 
It offers methods and approaches in dance, music, the visual arts, literature and drama 
in a variety of formats (video, audio, photo galleries) and as downloadable content. 

In addition to the major initiatives, a large number of programmes, networks and 
activities take place at federal state and local level. These include, e.g., the education 
portal mebis in Bavaria, content-based platforms (such as the Mesax portal for education 
media in Saxony) and initiatives to teach media skills to school pupils. There are a lot  of 
advisory and “certification-based” approaches to teaching media skills at  federal state 
level, such as the project "Media scouts NRW" (Medienscouts NRW) by the Media 
Authority of North Rhine-Westphalia (Landesmedienanstalt NRW) or the “Media pass” 
(Medienpass) initiatives in Thuringia, Hamburg and North Rhine-Westphalia. Activities in 
the federal states are mainly project-based. All too frequently, after a projec t runs it s 
course there is no funding avavilable to help build long-term on the project outcomes. 

Facilitating access to culture through new technologies 
The federal government (Bundesregierung) believes that digital technologies and 
dissemination over the Internet have revolutionised and democratised the procurement 
of and access to cultural assets and media content as well as opportunit ies to form and 
express opinions. The provision of digital content and images online strengthens the 
foundations not only of culture, science and research, but also social participation. 
The “digital agenda” (Digitale Agenda) thus seeks to develop overarching strategies and 
plans of action to digitise cultural assets (including the digitisation of c inema and f ilm) 
using suitable technical solutions and standards and to promote the preservation of 
knowledge, information and cultural assets in digital form and create the legal framework 
needed to do so. One step is to accelerate the expansion of the German digital library 
(Deutsche Digitale Bibliothek, DDB). 

In addition, the German Federal Cultural Foundation (Kulturstiftung des Bundes) runs a 
programme known as “Kultur Digital”, which supports cultural institutions in “helping to 
shape digital opportunities and challenges independently and for the greater good”. The 
programme has an open-access, open-content and open-source approach and 
encompasses three areas:  

https://www.kmk.org/
https://www.kmk.org/
https://www.kmk.org/fileadmin/Dateien/veroeffentlichungen_beschluesse/2016/2016_12_08-Bildung-in-der-digitalen-Welt.pdf
https://www.digitalisierung-bildung.de/
https://www.digitalisierung-bildung.de/
https://kunstlabore.de/
https://kunstlabore.de/
https://www.mutik.org/
https://www.mebis.bayern.de/
https://mesax.edupool.de/
https://mesax.edupool.de/
https://www.medienscouts-nrw.de/
https://www.digitalisierung-bildung.de/2016/11/30/von-schulen-ans-netz-zum-digitalpaktd/
https://www.digitale-agenda.de/Webs/DA/DE/Handlungsfelder/5_BildungForschung/5-6_KulturMedien/kultur-medien_node.html
https://www.deutsche-digitale-bibliothek.de/
https://www.deutsche-digitale-bibliothek.de/
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1. Fonds Digital, which welcomes applications from cultural institutions from all areas 
that already have a digital strategy, 

2. Coding da Vinci, a cultural hackathon that brings together cultural institutions with 
experts in programming, development, design, art and gaming, 

3. the academy for theatre and digitality (Akademie für Theater und Digitalit ät ) in 
Dortmund, a new space for digital artistic research and basic and advanced 
training for artistic and technical staff. Between 2019 and 2021 54 artist 
scholarships will be funded.  

The German Federal Cultural Foundation has earmarked a total of 18 million euros for 
Kultur Digital for the period 2018 to 2024. 
The federal states are also implementing various projects. Examples include: 

• Hamburg: Hamburg promotes the digital availability of information from cultural 
institutions. The aim is to make cultural assets available digitally to be experienced by 
all. The Hamburg Ministry of Culture (Kulturbehörde) published its eCulture Agenda 
2020 at the beginning of 2014 as a framework for planning and organising digital 
access to culture efficiently. The number of eCulture projects – including 
internationally networked projects – is growing. These include diverse apps with 
information and animations on cultural institutions (museums, memorial sites) or 
digital platforms that teach knowledge and provide new opportunities to access works 
of art and cultural institutions at school or on the move. The Hamburg Ministry of 
Culture (Kulturbehörde) has also earmarked funding for pilot projects to digit ise the 
theatre. The aim of this is to create specific infrastructure and reusable solutions that 
can then be used by as many theatres as possible as the basis for creating their own 
offerings. 

• North Rhine-Westphalia: The NRW museum platform website (museumsplattform nrw) 
was launched in 2006 and provides a comprehensive look at the collections and 
activities of selected museums in North Rhine-Westphalia. It also aims to get  a new 
audience interested in visiting museums. With 13,000 visitors to the site each month, 
there is a lot of interest in using this unique tool for an interactive and communicative 
look at art online. 

8.8 Synergies and partnerships 
Synergies between public policies and programmes 
In the last few years, mainly since the roll-out of all-day schools, various political 
strategies and funding initiatives have aimed to get schools, cultural education providers 
and cultural bodies to work together to create more and better cultural education 
opportunities for children and young people (see the position paper of the general 
meeting of the German Federation for Cultural Youth Education [Bundesvereinigung 
Kulturelle Kinder- und Jugendbildung] dated March 2015 “Cultural education is 
coproduction – Developing extra-curricular and school cultural education effectively” 
[Kulturelle Bildung ist Koproduktion. Außerschulische und schulische Kulturelle Bildung 
wirksam entfalten]). 

Corresponding strategies and programmes have already been described under 
Administration and governance > National strategy on creativity and c ulture for young 
people, Promoting culture and cultural participation, Developing cultural and creative 
competences. So far there are no comprehensive evaluations or data sources to support 
the effectiveness of these partnerships. 
There are few strategies in place to ensure that programmes für cultural education are 
coordinated by several /different ministries and authorities. No formal agreements exist  
at federal (national) level to create synergies by cross-sectorial cooperation or 
coordinating programmes and projects. They are only found when federal states or loc al 
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http://www.hamburg.de/contentblob/4359742/51291cc39d56f6ed227d05bdbf6e5a4e/data/eculture-agenda-2020.pdf
http://nrw-kultur.de/de/programme/museumsplattform_nrw/#/
https://www.bkj.de/publikation/kulturelle-bildung-ist-koproduktion/
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https://national-policies.eacea.ec.europa.eu/youthwiki/chapters/germany/85-developing-cultural-and-creative-competences
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communities have overall concepts – i.e. strategies – in place to organise the nec essary 
collaboration and dialogue. See Administration and Governance > Cross-sectorial 
cooperation. 

Partnerships between the culture and creative sectors, youth 
organisations and youth workers 
Given that cultural education for children and young people is an integral element of 
youth work in Germany, partnerships between the culture sector and the youth work field 
are common. Very often organisations and institutions work together at the loc al level, 
e.g., youth work organisations with theatres, museums, film-makers or artists. The 
respective cultural and youth umbrella organisations are represented at federal level in 
the German Federation for Arts Education and Cultural Learning (Bundesvereinigung 
kulturelle Kinder- und Jugendbildung e.V.) and the German Cultural Council (Deutscher 
Kulturrat e.V.). 

A nationwide programme exists to promote collaboration between as many different 
partners as possible: 

• Culture builds strength – Alliances for education (Kultur macht  stark. Bündnisse für 
Bildung) The federal government’s (Bundesministerium für Bildung und Forschung, 
BMBF) special programme Culture builds strength – Alliances for education (Kultur 
macht stark. Bündnisse für Bildung), which initially ran from 2013 to 2017 and has 
now been extended from 2018 to 2022, supports local alliances for cultural education 
across Germany. Under such alliances, various local stakeholders (such as music 
groups, sports clubs, foundations, libraries, theatre and youth groups and 
schools/child day care centres) join forces to provide extracurricular programmes in 
various areas of cultural education to educationally disadvantaged children. The 
programme aims to further opportunities for cultural education as well as to establish 
a strong network of education stakeholders at local level for cultural education. The 
programme is implemented by 35 national associations and initiatives for culture and 
extracurricular nonformal education. See also National strategy on creativity and 
culture for young people (Nationale Strategie zu Kreativität und Kultur für 
Jugendliche). 

Partnerships between schools, culture and creative sectors, and youth work 

While it is not unusual for the culture and youth sectors to work together in Germany, 
further efforts have been undertaken to promote collaboration between the c ulture and 
youth fields and schools. Here are some examples at federal state level: 

• Hessen: The Office for Cultural Education (Büro Kulturelle Bildung) of the Hessian 
Ministry of Cultural Affairs (Hessisches Kultusministerium) supports and networks 
schools who place particular emphasis on cultural education (e.g., musical primary 
schools, schools with an emphasis on music, culture schools [KulturSchulen]), helps 
other schools that are looking to establish a cultural profile, offers its own state-wide 
programme to improve lesson quality (“creative lesson practice”) for all types of 
schools, funds artistic projects by pupils, advises and helps schools on working with 
artists, and cooperates with cultural education institutions and associations in Hesse. 
The pilot project “Culture case” (Kulturkoffer), funded by the Hessian Ministry for 
Science and Art (Hessisches Ministerium für Wissenschaft und Kunst, HMWK), seeks to 
roll out cultural education across the state so that all young people in Hesse, 
regardless of their ethnic origin, place of residence or socioeconomic background, have 
access to art and culture. 

• North Rhine-Westphalia: The state government runs funding initiatives and targeted 
projects - especially in the youth and culture fields and in sc hools -  to promote the 
ongoing expansion of cultural education (Kulturelle Bildung) in North Rhine-
Westphalia. In North Rhine-Westphalia, the state ministries responsible for youth, 
culture and education have formed a jointly financed office of cultural education NRW 
(Arbeitsstelle Kulturelle Bildung NRW). The office advises and supports local 

https://national-policies.eacea.ec.europa.eu/youthwiki/chapters/germany/82-administration-and-governance
https://national-policies.eacea.ec.europa.eu/youthwiki/chapters/germany/82-administration-and-governance
https://national-policies.eacea.ec.europa.eu/youthwiki/chapters/germany/82-administration-and-governance
https://www.buendnisse-fuer-bildung.de/
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/83-national-strategy-creativity-and-culture-young-people-germany
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/83-national-strategy-creativity-and-culture-young-people-germany
https://kultur.bildung.hessen.de/
https://kulturkoffer.hessen.de/was-ist-der-kulturkoffer2/
https://www.mkffi.nrw/kulturelle-jugendarbeit-nordrhein-westfalen
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https://www.schulministerium.nrw.de/docs/Schulsystem/Unterricht/Kulturelle-Bildung/index.html
https://www.kulturellebildung-nrw.de/home
https://www.kulturellebildung-nrw.de/home
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authorities, schools and youth work facilities in designing cultural education activities 
for all young people and in networking effectively at the local level. It also helps 
communities and districts across the state to expand their general concepts for 
cultural education. 

• Brandenburg: In 2011 Brandenburg launched a cultural education concept to 
strengthen and bring together existing organisations, introduce cultural ac tivities in 
schools, and adopt a law specifically for youth art schools, which hitherto was part  of 
the state“s legislation on music schools. Also in 2011 Brandenburg launched the online 
platform for cultural education providers (Plattform Kulturelle Bildung Brandenburg). 
The platform helps actors and potential partners to link up, assists them in launching 
projects, advises them on funding opportunities, and offers training and networking 
services. 

• Baden-Württemberg: The state-wide pilot project Cultural school 2020 Baden-
Württemberg (Landesprogramm Kulturschule 2020 Baden-Württemberg) was 
launched in 2015 by the Ministry of Culture in cooperation with the Karl Schlecht 
Foundation. Ten schools are affiliated with the programme, each of whic h receive an 
annual grant of 10,000 euros for five years so they can expand their cultural prof ile. 
The schools use a “culture roadmap” (Kulturfahrplan) that guides them through this 
process. Based on their projects, a collection of best educational practices will be 
drawn up for use in other schools across the state. 

8.9 Enhancing social inclusion through culture 
There is a general consensus within society that cultural education should help to 
promote social inclusion and combat exclusion, discrimination and poverty (see the 
position paper of the general meeting of the German Federation for Art s Education and 
Cultural Learning [Bundesvereinigung Kulturelle Kinder- und Jugendbildung] dated 
February 2011 “Culture opens up new worlds: More opportunities through cultural 
education” [Kultur öffnet Welten: Mehr Chancen durch Kulturelle Bildung]). 

Fostering equality and young people involvement through cultural 
activities 
Organisations providing cultural education for children and young people feel that cultural 
education activities „allow children and young people to explore their need for self-
expression, participation and community. At the same time, they help young people to 
develop creativity, critical thinking, confidence, tolerance and a sense of responsibility. In 
this way, cultural education allows them to develop a personality and learn to participate 
in the social, political and cultural sphere.“[1] This conviction is a fundamental hallmark 
of quality when it comes to non-school cultural education; it is mainstreamed through all 
activities and projects in this area, its principles, formats and methods and its 
educational approaches. All funding programmes in Germany are based around it , with 
funding assigned accordingly. 

Combating discrimination and poverty through cultural activities 
The inclusion of young people with fewer opportunities by means of and in cultural 
education is a major objective for providers of cultural education, polic ymakers, and a 
large number of funding programmes. Specifically, the objective is that cultural education 
for children and young people recognise diversity and genuinely seek to achieve 
inclusion. 
Examples of programmes at the federal level include: 

• Education package (Bildungspaket) The “Education package” (Bildungspaket) provides 
services especially for children, young people and young adults who rec eive the so-
called unemployment benefit II (Arbeitslosengeld II) support or social benefits, or 
whose parents receive supplementary child allowance (Kinderzuschlag) or housing 

https://mbjs.brandenburg.de/media_fast/6288/konzept_kulturelle_bildung_6_2012.pdf
https://www.plattformkulturellebildung.de/
https://km-bw.de/,Lde/Startseite/Kultur_Weiterbildung/Kulturschule
https://km-bw.de/,Lde/Startseite/Kultur_Weiterbildung/Kulturschule
https://www.baden-wuerttemberg.de/de/service/presse/pressemitteilung/pid/10-schulen-starten-modellprojekt-kulturschule-2020-baden-wuerttemberg/
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https://www.kultur-macht-schule.de/fileadmin/user_upload/documents/Publikationen/kostenlose_downloads/Positionspapier_Kulturelle_Bildung_ist_Koproduktion_web.pdf
https://www.kultur-macht-schule.de/fileadmin/user_upload/documents/Publikationen/kostenlose_downloads/Positionspapier_Kulturelle_Bildung_ist_Koproduktion_web.pdf
https://www.kultur-macht-schule.de/fileadmin/user_upload/documents/Publikationen/kostenlose_downloads/Positionspapier_Kulturelle_Bildung_ist_Koproduktion_web.pdf
https://www.bmas.de/DE/Themen/Arbeitsmarkt/Grundsicherung/Leistungen-zur-Sicherung-des-Lebensunterhalts/Bildungspaket/bildungspaket.html
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benefit (Wohngeld) (See Youth Wiki > Social Inclusion > Access to Quality Services). 
Anyone who receives benefits under the German Asylum Seeker Benefits Act 
(Asylbewerberleistungsgesetz) is also entitled to funding under the educational 
package. Individuals may also be entitled to services under the educational package in 
accordance with Book II of the Social Code (SGB II) even if neither the c hild nor it s 
parents receives any of the social benefits listed, but where the specif ic educational 
and participatory needs of the child cannot otherwise be met. The education package 
provides targeted support to 2.5 million children and young people. It  also provides 
grants and subsidies to needy children who want to participate in sports, games and 
cultural activities in their free time. A monthly amount of up to 10 euros is available, 
for example for membership fees, other fees or in exceptional c ases for equipment . 
The education package is implemented locally in districts and independent 
towns/cities. Specific approaches to implementing the education package c an vary 
across districts and independent towns/cities. 

• The government programme “Culture builds strength – Alliances for education” (Kultur 
macht stark. Bündnisse für Bildung) is aimed at young people who could be considered 
to be at a disadvantage. 

• Between 2017 and 2019 the Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, 
Women and Youth (Bundesministerium für Familie, Senioren, Frauen und Jugend, 
BMFSFJ) funded nine hands-on projects that examined how cultural education can 
help shape social relations in such a way that no one is marginalised or 
discriminated. The outcomes of the projects were published. 

The arrival of a large number of refugees in Germany (culminating in 2015) was occasion 
for the Federal Ministry of Education and Research (Bundesministerium für Bildung und 
Forschung) to point to the pivotal role of cultural education in building a “culture of 
integration”. Cultural education providers still face major challenges in this regard. While 
there are already a number of formats and concepts for this, it is vital “not to turn 
refugees into a target group for educational activities or to attempt  to assimilate them 
into mainstream society, but to interact with them as stakeholders, interlocutors, as 
teachers and learners, as actors.” (Ziese, M.; Gritschke, C., page 25) In addition, a 
number of funding options are available for projects, although there is currently no 
platform or database specifically for projects by, involving, or for refugees. 

8.10 Current debates and reforms 
Forthcoming policy developments 
The topic of cultural education has received a growing amount of attention in recent 
years, increasingly reflecting current societal issues. In Germany, too, there are concerns 
that democracy is coming under threat. The existence of a consensus on democracy, the 
rule of law, human rights and solidarity can no longer be taken for granted. Hence there 
is a debate on to what extent cultural education can help to promote democracy. 

For a number of years now cultural education has been funded through both public  and 
private means. Many funding programmes and model projects exist to support c ultural 
education in various ways. Overall funding volumes have increased considerably, too, a 
trend that appears to be set to continue. 
There is still strong support among policymakers for collaboration between schools and 
cultural education providers. Accordingly, there are a large number of funding 
programmes, concepts and support options. 

Ongoing debates 
While policymakers have praised cultural education for its integrative impact in 
particular, its implementation remains patchy. This is due, amongst other things, to the 
large number of responsibilities and stakeholders. It “results in diverse and 
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heterogeneous practice and sculpts a landscape of institutions and opportunities 
(Einrichtungs- und Angebotslandschaft) with different contours, profiles and rules ac ross 
each of the 16 federal states.” 

The result is a large number of funding initiatives for cultural education, all with their own 
agendas. The funding programmes both at federal and Länder level are spread ac ross 
various policy fields without sufficient coordination between them. In addition, they have 
a very short-term horizon. This requires organisations to undertake enormous efforts to 
stay up to speed with developments and meet a variety of bureauc ratic requirements. 
The many different responsibilities and programmes produce a complex picture, and 
funding is always time-limited. That is why there is a broad debate ongoing to work out  
how to ensure a reliable foundation for cultural education so that innovative projects c an 
happen at all. To this end, calls are being made for project-independent, inst itutional, 
financial support for institutions, staff and training. 

“There is competition, squeezing and turbulence. The special programme budgets often 
exceed the basic funding that is there to safeguard the infrastructure that makes the 
special programmes possible in the first place. As a result, none of the c urrent popular 
funding initiatives offers support in the form of structural security. (…) Precarious 
conditions are actually perpetuated – for example by only financing freelancers. Everyone 
is talking about partnerships. We know that these take communication and coordination, 
but not even the coffee for coordination talks is covered by the materials funded.” 

In this context, some criticise that project funding consistently sets new and specif ic 
objectives and that in many cases, cultural education is seen as a means to an end. 
Critics of this stance point out that art and culture have an intrinsic value and that 
cultural education/participation in art and culture is a vital part of general personal 
development. What is more, art and culture are seen as a critical counterpoint to social 
and political developments and should play a central role in the lives of (all) people to 
promote holistic existence and forward-looking social development. 

Meanwhile, a debate of a different kind is underway. Since the push to roll- out  all- day 
schools across Germany, politicians are concentrating mainly on partnerships between 
schools and external cultural education partners. “A wide variety of extracurricular 
organisations, institutions and cultural education opportunities has developed organically 
over time. The expansion of all-day education is bringing about a paradigm shift  in their 
structures and self-image, because project-based cultural education opportunit ies are 
increasingly gaining a foothold in the extended school day. At a general level, there is a 
shift in orientation from programmes to partnerships, in structural terms it ’s about  the 
move from institution-based services to networked education opportunities.” 

According to many youth work representatives, this is putting their special approaches at  
risk, in particular with respect to the aspects of voluntary participation, strength 
orientation and self education, because schools do not operate according to these 
fundamental principles – classroom teaching and many extracurricular activities are 
mandatory, schools are deficit-oriented and are geared more towards teaching than self-
education. The principles governing youth work are often ignored in cooperation settings. 
“Emphasising the value of cultural education for general education – in contrast to 
emphasising its intrinsic value as part of general education – makes it easy for the public, 
politicians, authorities and institutions such as schools to see cultural education providers 
and their services as service providers.” And “when communities dream about  c reating 
general community education concepts that integrate cultural education, they do not  
necessarily also assume that the legally anchored youth participation rights 
(Partizipationsrechte) as laid down in Book VIII of the Social Code (SGB VIII) – which 
apply to children, young people, parents and independent bodies – will also be adopted.” 

Many critics are worried that with the rise of cooperation activities, formal education with 
its performance-centred character may tighten its grip on the lives of children and 
adolescents. The federal government’s 15th child and youth report (15. Kinder- und 
Jugendbericht) picks up on this concern, too, suggesting that adolescence is 
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https://www.bmfsfj.de/blob/115438/d7ed644e1b7fac4f9266191459903c62/15-kinder-und-jugendbericht-bundestagsdrucksache-data.pdf
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disproportionately dominated by the core challenge of gaining a qualification, pushing 
other social expectations on young people into the background. According to the report , 
child and youth work – in other words, the sphere in which cultural youth education takes 
place – has both the potential and the responsibility to assist young people in finding out  
where they belong and how to gain independence. 

 
9. YOUTH AND THE WORLD 

This chapter provides the context of youth cooperation at global level and participation in 
global issues. Current studies show that young people are actively learning about  global 
questions and issues. They are engaged in environmental issues, in peace work and 
development policy work. 

The involvement of young people in world affairs is encouraged at national and 
international level in a number of ways, either through consultation processes as e.g. 
youth conferences or dialogue platforms or the participation in international conferences 
and youth summits (e.g. J7 or J20 summits). See also Exchanges between young people 
and policy-makers on global issues. 

The adoption of the National Action Plan Education for Sustainable Development 
(Nationaler Aktionsplan Bildung für nachhaltige Entwicklung) in June 2017 paves the way 
to embed education for sustainable development in all areas (formal, non-formal and 
informal education) and at all levels of the education system. For further informat ion on 
programmes, initiatives and activities to educate on sustainable development see also 
Raising awareness about global issues. 

9.1 General context 
Main concepts 
In 1992, Germany ratified the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (UN-
Kinderrechtskonvention), which gives children and young people a right of participat ion. 
Participation is a cornerstone of youth policy in Germany. The youth check (Jugendcheck) 
developed in the 18th legislative period (2017) looks at proposed new laws and their 
effects on young people aged between 12 and 27. 
In 2001, the federal government and the federal states adopted joint guidelines on 
international youth policy and youth work (Leitlinien der Internationalen Jugendpolitik 
und Jugendarbeit von Bund und Ländern). The guidelines explain the overall 
responsibility of the federal government, the states and the local communities for 
international youth exchange. Each level promotes youth exchange programmes within 
its power and at its discretion. 

In a global education context, the following important terms and c oncepts are used in 
Germany: 

Education for sustainable development (Bildung für nachhaltige Entwicklung) 
Education for sustainable development aims to give school children the skills they need 
to make an active contribution to a green, economic and socially just environment taking 
global aspects, basic democratic principles and cultural diversity into account. It is a 
holistic, interdisciplinary concept. The goal is to understand complex interconnections and 
acquire what is called 'Gestaltungskompetenz' in German, which refers to the abilit y to 
apply knowledge to sustainable development and recognise the problems of non-
sustainable development. It includes many different subsets of skills. The category called 
'Interacting in heterogeneous groups' covers skills such as being able to plan and 
negotiate with others and being able to take part in decision-making processes. This 
includes the participation of young people. 

https://national-policies.eacea.ec.europa.eu/youthwiki/chapters/germany/93-exchanges-between-young-people-and-policy-makers-on-global-issues
https://national-policies.eacea.ec.europa.eu/youthwiki/chapters/germany/93-exchanges-between-young-people-and-policy-makers-on-global-issues
https://www.bne-portal.de/de/nationaler-aktionsplan-1702.html
https://national-policies.eacea.ec.europa.eu/youthwiki/chapters/germany/94-raising-awareness-about-global-issues
https://www.kinderrechtskonvention.info/
https://www.kinderrechtskonvention.info/
https://www.jugendgerecht.de/jugend-check/
https://www.bmfsfj.de/blob/90292/f989214a2979bb289d689f230d432bd0/leitlinien-intern-jugendpolitik-data.pdf
https://www.bmfsfj.de/blob/90292/f989214a2979bb289d689f230d432bd0/leitlinien-intern-jugendpolitik-data.pdf
http://netzwerk-n.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/de-Haan-2009-Bildung-fu%CC%88r-nachhaltige-Entwicklung.pdf
http://netzwerk-n.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/de-Haan-2009-Bildung-fu%CC%88r-nachhaltige-Entwicklung.pdf


Youth policies Germany – 2020  Youth Wiki 

292 

Global education (Globales Lernen) 
The term 'global education' covers many educational intentions and perspectives as well 
as topic areas to be taught (Bunk, B., 2017). Global education is about  "teaching the 
skills to take action as an individual and collectively in the name of worldwide solidarity". 
It "promotes respect of other cultures, ways of living and world views. It  highlights the 
prerequisites associated with one's own position and enables people to find sustainable 
solutions to shared problems. Global education is largely seen as part  of education for 
sustainable development. 

Areas of global education are set, for example, using the Curriculum Framework: 
Education for Sustainable Development (Orientierungsrahmen für den Lernbereich 
Globale Entwicklung): 

• Social affairs (demographic development, urban-rural relations, culture/lifeworld, 
religions, language/communication, mobility, socialisation/education, solidarity 
systems, health), 

• Economy (economic systems, economic sectors, informal struc tures, foreign t rade, 
commodity markets/trade, financial markets, labour market, technology/energy, 
agriculture), 

• Politics (international structures, state structure, system of rule, legal system, 
lobbies/representation of interests, internal and external security), 

• Environment (natural space, lithosphere, soil, biosphere/fauna, flora, air/climate, 
water, system relation human being-nature). 

Further information can also be found in the discussion paper 'Global education as 
transformative education for sustainable development' (Globales Lernen als 
transformative Bildung für eine zukunftsfähige Entwicklung), 2014. The paper was 
published by VENRO (Verband Entwicklungspolitik und Humanitäre Hilfe deutscher 
Nichtregierungsorganisationen), the umbrella organisation of development and 
humanitarian aid non-governmental organisations, at the end of the UN Decade of 
Education for Sustainable Development. 

Transformative education (Transformative Bildung) 

The term 'transformative education' (Transformative Bildung) was part ly c oined in the 
expert review by the German Advisory Council on Global Change (Wissenschaftlicher 
Beirat der Bundesregierung Globale Umweltveränderungen, WBGU) called 'World in 
Transition. A Social Contract for Sustainability' (Welt im Wandel: Gesellschaftsvertrag für 
eine Große Transformation). It is featuring more and more as a new concept in debates 
on global education and education for sustainable development. The corresponding 
UNESCO conference “ESDfor2030” to adopt the follow-up programme for the ESD global 
action programme (ESD = Education for Sustainable Development) has been rescheduled 
for 2021. 

Global citizenship education 

The term 'global citizenship education' (GCE) is increasingly finding its way into everyday 
use in connection with global education. GCE is often used as a cover-all term for various 
educational concepts, from development policy education, global education, peace 
education, human rights education, and political and intercultural education, to education 
for sustainable development. 

Youth interest in global issues 
Studies 
Current studies show that young people are actively learning about global questions and 
issues. Young people are engaged in environmental issues, in peace work and 
development policy work. 

https://shop.budrich.de/produkt/engagierte-jugendliche-in-der-gesellschaft/
https://www.tdh.de/fileadmin/user_upload/inhalte/11_Globales_Lernen/Neue_Schulseiten/401_Globales_Lernen/Einfuehrung_Globales_Lernen.pdf
https://www.tdh.de/fileadmin/user_upload/inhalte/11_Globales_Lernen/Neue_Schulseiten/401_Globales_Lernen/Einfuehrung_Globales_Lernen.pdf
https://www.tdh.de/fileadmin/user_upload/inhalte/11_Globales_Lernen/Neue_Schulseiten/401_Globales_Lernen/Einfuehrung_Globales_Lernen.pdf
https://www.kmk.org/fileadmin/Dateien/veroeffentlichungen_beschluesse/2015/2015_06_00-Orientierungsrahmen-Globale-Entwicklung.pdf
https://www.kmk.org/fileadmin/Dateien/veroeffentlichungen_beschluesse/2015/2015_06_00-Orientierungsrahmen-Globale-Entwicklung.pdf
https://venro.org/fileadmin/user_upload/Dateien/Daten/Publikationen/Diskussionspapiere/2014-Diskussionspapier_Globales_Lernen.pdf
https://venro.org/fileadmin/user_upload/Dateien/Daten/Publikationen/Diskussionspapiere/2014-Diskussionspapier_Globales_Lernen.pdf
http://www.waxmann.com/index.php?eID=download&id_artikel=ART101945&uid=frei
https://www.wbgu.de/en/
https://www.wbgu.de/en/
https://www.wbgu.de/fileadmin/user_upload/wbgu/publikationen/hauptgutachten/hg2011/pdf/wbgu_jg2011_en.pdf
https://www.wbgu.de/fileadmin/user_upload/wbgu/publikationen/hauptgutachten/hg2011/pdf/wbgu_jg2011_en.pdf
http://www.wbgu.de/hg2011/
http://www.wbgu.de/hg2011/
http://www.waxmann.com/index.php?eID=download&id_artikel=ART101946&uid=frei
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The 2017 child and youth report (Kinder- und Jugendbericht 2017) published by the 
federal government says that young people are interested in global issues like 
conservation and energy policy, as well as world affairs. The 2016 child and youth report  
was commissioned in 2018 and is currently being written. 

The 2020 Sinus Youth Study (Sinus-Jugendstudie) on 'What makes young people t ic k in 
Germany' (Wie ticken Jugendliche?) says that almost all young people see protection of 
the environment as one of the biggest challenges of today and tomorrow. Glamour, 
hedonism and consumption are less relevant to the young people surveyed than they 
were a few years ago. 
The 2014 German Survey on Volunteering (Deutscher Freiwilligensurvey) shows that 14-  
to 29-year-olds have the highest participation rate when it comes to joint public activities 
(74.7%). This age group has one of the highest rates of volunteers. More sc hool pupils 
and people with good school-leaving qualifications work as volunteers than people with 
average and poor educations. Owing to the Coronavirus pandemic, the publication 
deadline for the 2019 Survey has been pushed back. A summary report is scheduled for 
publication in early 2021, with the publication of the main report anticipated for summer 
2021. 
According to the 18th Shell Youth Study (Shell-Jugendstudie, 2019) young people are 
increasingly voicing their opinions, sharing their interests and concerns not  just  among 
their peers, but also with policymakers, employees and the wider public. The majority of 
young people are fairly optimistic about the future. They are increasingly sat isfied with 
democracy and their opinion of the EU is largely positive. Most young people are tolerant 
and maintain a liberal outlook. Their biggest fear is environmental destruction. 

Greenpeace Germany's 2015 sustainability barometer (Nachhaltigkeitsbarometer) shows 
that young people care about climate protection and the paradigm shift in energy 
production towards renewable energy sources (Energiewende). They are committed to a 
socially just and resource-friendly lifestyle in many different ways. 
Another representative survey by Greenpeace (Mode: Jugend denkt grün, kauft aber 
konventionell, 2015) highlighted fashion consumption behaviour among young people. It  
showed that young people are aware of social and ecological ills in the text ile indust ry 
and would like to have more practical information and purchasing guides. However, 
despite this knowledge they still make snap purchases in shops and online without 
considering the sustainability aspect. 

The 2018 Environmental Consciousness Study (Umweltbewusstsein in Deutschland) has 
been complemented by an interim survey conducted in early summer 2019. In 2019, 
81% of 14- to 22-year-olds indicated they felt very strongly about environmental and 
climate protection, with 67% of those aged 23 and above stating the same. Adolescents 
stated that environmental and climate protection was their top concern. A similar picture 
emerges when asking about their priorities in relation to the energy transition. In 2018, 
77% of 14- to 19-year-olds said that a rapid reduction in greenhouse gas emissions was 
their top priority. Over the entire sample, this was the case for 50% of respondents. The 
2020 study is in preparation. 

Future? Ask young people! (Zukunft? Jugend fragen!) This study is published joint ly by 
the Federal Ministry for the Environment (Bundesumweltministerium) and the German 
Environment Agency (Umweltbundesamt). The authors interviewed a representative 
sample to explore what role environmental and climate concerns play in the lives of 
young people aged 14 to 22 in Germany. What is driving this generation to spend their 
Fridays demonstrating in the streets? Has this movement captured an entire generation 
or is it being carried by individuals? The publication answers there and other questions, 
followed by the demands that the youth project advisory group is aiming at environment  
policymakers. These demands, which build on the results of the study, were drawn up in 
a participatory process involving a large number of young people. 

https://www.bmfsfj.de/blob/113816/a99ff7d041784d0a41ca295ce4bceb56/15--kinder-und-jugendbericht-data.pdf
http://www.springer.com/de/book/9783658125325
https://www.bmfsfj.de/blob/93914/e8140b960f8030f3ca77e8bbb4cee97e/freiwilligensurvey-2014-kurzfassung-data.pdf
https://www.shell.de/ueber-uns/shell-jugendstudie.html#vanity-aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuc2hlbGwuZGUvdWViZXItdW5zL2RpZS1zaGVsbC1qdWdlbmRzdHVkaWUuaHRtbA
https://www.greenpeace.de/Nachhaltigkeitsbarometer-2015
https://www.greenpeace.de/presse/presseerklaerungen/mode-jugend-denkt-grun-kauft-aber-konventionell
https://www.greenpeace.de/presse/presseerklaerungen/mode-jugend-denkt-grun-kauft-aber-konventionell
https://www.umweltbundesamt.de/publikationen/umweltbewusstsein-in-deutschland-2018
https://www.umweltbundesamt.de/sites/default/files/medien/376/publikationen/zukunft_jugend_fragen_broschuere_bf.pdf
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The 2014 study Environmental Consciousness in Germany (Umweltbewusstsein in 
Deutschland) shows that young people are actually becoming less willing to consider the 
environment in their actions. However, they are very interested both in concepts on 
sharing that aim to protect the environment, and approaches to conscientious 
consumption. 

Another study by the German Environment Agency (Umweltbundesamt) in 2011 gives an 
insight into youth culture and how young people can be introduced to the topic of 
sustainability. The study shows that there is an awareness of the environment  and the 
need for sustainability. Interest in more in-depth and, above all, active involvement with 
the issue is still lacking and young people need targeted incentives and motivation. 
The results of the study 'Youth, sustainability and sustainable consumption' (Jugend, 
Nachhaltigkeit und nachhaltiger Konsum) by the Hans Böckler Foundation from 2012 also 
show that sustainable thinking is widespread among young people. 

At a federal state level, in 2016 the state of Hesse published a youth study called Quality 
of life – happy in Hesse (Lebensqualität – Glücklich in Hessen). The study showed that 
young people are highly aware of current challenges, including environmental and 
climate protection. 

There are various ways for young people in Germany to get involved internationally. For 
more information, see: 

• Voluntary Activities – Cross-border mobility programmes, 
• Employment and Entrepreneurship – Cross-border mobility in employment, 

entrepreneurship and vocational opportunities, 
• Education and Training – Cross-border learning mobility. 

Statistical records 

The Learning and Helping Overseas Association (AKLHÜ e.V. - Fachstelle und Netzwerk 
für internationale personelle Zusammenarbeit) keeps annual records of volunteer 
numbers across both regulated (funded by the state) and unregulated (private) 
international volunteer programmes, and of workcamp participation levels (2016 
Freiwillige in internationalen Freiwilligendiensten). In 2018, 187 organisations took part  
in the survey. They placed a total of 8,685 volunteers abroad. 92% of volunteers were 
placed via regulated, 8% via unregulated, programmes. The number of workcamp 
participants fell by 12.6% compared to the year before. 45.9% of all participants of 
regulated programmes went abroad via the 'weltwärts' volunteer programme. About 25% 
of all returning volunteers are actively involved in initiatives run by their sending 
organisation in Germany. The most popular destination countries outside of Europe were 
the UK, South Africa, France, India and Peru. Female volunteers accounted for around 
71% of volunteers across all programmes, while in workcamps they represented over 
68%. 

The 2016 statistical reports (Deutsche Studierende im Ausland. Ergebnisse des 
Berichtsjahres 2016) of the Federal Statistics Office (Statistisches Bundesamt) c ontain 
data on the destination countries visited by students. In 2017, outside of Europe the 
most popular countries included the United States, China, Canada, Australia, New 
Zealand, South Africa and Japan. 

9.2 Administration and governance 
Governance 
Main actors 

International youth policy collaboration is the responsibility of the Federal Minist ry for 
Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth (Bundesministerium für Familie, 

https://www.umweltbundesamt.de/publikationen/umweltbewusstsein-in-deutschland-2014-0
https://www.umweltbundesamt.de/publikationen/umweltbewusstsein-in-deutschland-2014-0
https://www.umweltbundesamt.de/sites/default/files/medien/461/publikationen/4078.pdf
http://www.boeckler.de/pdf/p_arbp_262.pdf
http://www.boeckler.de/pdf/p_arbp_262.pdf
https://www.hessen-nachhaltig.de/files/content/downloads/zeitstrahl/NH_Hessen-Jugendstudie_Ansicht_final.pdf
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/26-cross-border-mobility-programmes-germany
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/37-cross-border-mobility-employment-entrepreneurship-and-vocational-10
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/37-cross-border-mobility-employment-entrepreneurship-and-vocational-10
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/65-cross-border-learning-mobility-germany
https://www.entwicklungsdienst.de/fileadmin/AKLHUE_Relaunch/RZ_171208_ED_BRO_Outgoing2016_02.pdf
https://www.entwicklungsdienst.de/fileadmin/AKLHUE_Relaunch/RZ_171208_ED_BRO_Outgoing2016_02.pdf
https://www.destatis.de/DE/Themen/Gesellschaft-Umwelt/Bildung-Forschung-Kultur/Hochschulen/Publikationen/Downloads-Hochschulen/studierende-ausland-5217101187004.pdf?__blob=publicationFile&v=4
https://www.destatis.de/DE/Themen/Gesellschaft-Umwelt/Bildung-Forschung-Kultur/Hochschulen/Publikationen/Downloads-Hochschulen/studierende-ausland-5217101187004.pdf?__blob=publicationFile&v=4
http://www.bmfsfj.de/
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Senioren, Frauen und Jugend, BMFSFJ) at national (federal) level and the responsibilit y 
of the various state ministries at state level. 
The Federal Ministry of Education and Research (Bundesministerium für Bildung und 
Forschung, BMBF) is responsible for education for sustainable development at a nat ional 
(federal) level. It launched the national platform Education for Sustainable Development 
(Bildung für nachhaltige Entwicklung, BNE) in 2015. 

Other key contributors to global education and education for sustainable development 
are: 

Ministries 
• Federal Foreign Office (Auswärtiges Amt): Funding/collaboration with c ivil soc iety in 

Member States of the Eastern Partnership and the Arab world, youth exchange 
programmes in key regions addressed in Germany's foreign cultural and educational 
policy, 'kulturweit' international cultural voluntary service, 

• Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development (Bundesministerium für 
wirtschaftliche Zusammenarbeit und Entwicklung, BMZ): Development policy 
information and education, 'weltwärts' volunteer programme, 

• Federal Ministry for the Environment, Nature Conservation, Building and Nuclear 
Safety (Bundesministerium für Umwelt, Naturschutz, Bau und Reaktorsicherheit, 
BMUB): Initiatives to improve the sustainable use of resources and raise climate 
protection awareness 

• Federal Ministry of Food and Agriculture (Bundesministerium für Ernährung und 
Landwirtschaft, BMEL): Initiatives to stop food waste. 

Public authorities, tier-2 facilities, advisory councils 
• The Federal Agency for Nature Conservation (Bundesamt für Naturschutz) is the 

scientific authority that supports BMUB) with all areas of nat ional and internat ional 
nature conservation and rural conservation. 

• The German association for international cooperation (Deutsche Gesellschaft für 
Internationale Zusammenarbeit, GIZ) helps the federal government to achieve its 
international development policy cooperation targets. 

• The German Commission for UNESCO (Deutsche UNESCO-Kommission) uses 
international encounters and exchanges to promote international understanding, open-
mindedness and cultural engagement among young people. 

• Engagement Global gGmbH is the point of contact for development policy engagement 
in Germany and abroad; it unites development policy facilities, initiatives and 
programmes (Initiativen und Programme) that are dedicated to fair global 
togetherness. 

• The Goethe-Institut is an intermediary organisation for the federal government's 
foreign cultural and educational policy. 

• The federal government's parliamentary advisory council on sustainable development 
(Parlamentarischer Beirat für nachhaltige Entwicklung im Bundestag) monitors 
compliance with Germany's National Sustainable Development Strategy (Nationale 
Nachhaltigkeitsstrategie). 

• The national competence centre for sustainable consumption (Nationales 
Kompetenzzentrum für nachhaltigen Konsum) coordinates the implementat ion of the 
National Programme for Sustainable Consumption (Nationales Programm für 
nachhaltigen Konsum) and provides information on sustainable consumption. 

• The German Council for Sustainable Development (Rat für Nachhaltige Entwicklung) 
advises the federal government on sustainability policy and proposes ways of 

http://www.bmfsfj.de/
http://www.bmbf.de/
http://www.bmbf.de/
http://www.auswaertiges-amt.de/
https://www.kulturweit.de/en
http://www.bmz.de/
http://www.bmz.de/
https://www.weltwaerts.de/en/
http://www.bmub.bund.de/
http://www.bmub.bund.de/
http://www.bmel.de/
http://www.bmel.de/
http://www.bfn.de/
http://www.giz.de/
http://www.giz.de/
http://www.unesco.de/
http://www.engagement-global.de/
https://www.engagement-global.de/ihr-engagement.html
http://www.goethe.de/
http://www.bundestag.de/nachhaltigkeit
http://www.k-n-k.de/
http://www.k-n-k.de/
http://www.nachhaltigkeitsrat.de/
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developing and implementing the National Sustainable Development Strategy 
(Nationale Nachhaltigkeitsstrategie). - Advisory Councils at regional (Länder) level: 
o Baden-Württemberg: Advisory board of the state government for sustainable 

development (Beirat der Landesregierung für nachhaltige Entwicklung) 

o Hamburg: Future council (Zukunftsrat) 

o Thuringia: Parliamentary advisory council on sustainable development 
(Parlamentarischer Beirat zur Nachhaltigen Entwicklung) 

• The German Environment Agency (Umweltbundesamt) is Germany's central 
environment authority. 

Independent institutions and facilities 

• AIESEC Germany (AIESEC Deutschland) helps young people to develop leadership 
skills and gain their own global experiences. 

• The National Working Group for Nature and Environmental Education 
(Arbeitsgemeinschaft Natur und Umweltbildung, ANU) is the umbrella professional 
association for environment centres, initiatives, providers, freelance and self-employed 
professionals, and individuals active in non-formal environmental education. 

• The National Working Group of One World regional networks (Arbeitsgemeinschaft der 
Eine-Welt-Landesnetzwerke in Deutschland) helps its members with education, 
information and project work, networks programmes and campaigns on current  focus 
issues, and organises exchanges and dialogue between the regional networks using 
communication services, further training and networking meet-ups. 

• The Learning and Helping Overseas Association (AKLHÜ e.V. - Fachstelle und Netzwerk 
für internationale personelle Zusammenarbeit) is a central service c entre for people 
and organisations working in development cooperation and members of the public 
interested in development policy. 

• The Federal Working Group for Work and Life (Bundesarbeitskreis ARBEIT UND LEBEN) 
is the professional body for political and social educational. Its education init iat ives 
help to ensure social justice, equal opportunities and solidarity in people's work and 
lives with the aim of ensuring a democratic culture of participation. 

• The Berghof Foundation works to strengthen the potential of young people and 
promote peace-building in schools. 

• The Federal Working Group of Voluntary Ecological Year organisations 
(Bundesarbeitskreis der FÖJ-Träger [Freiwilliges Ökologisches Jahr]) represents the 
interests of organisations that make the Voluntary Ecological Year (Freiwilliges 
Ökologisches Jahr, FÖJ) possible. 

• Youth of BUND – Young Friends of the Earth Germany (BUNDjugend – Jugend im Bund 
für Umwelt und Naturschutz) is the youth organisation of Friends of the Earth 
Germany (BUND für Umwelt und Naturschutz Deutschland). Part of the international 
network Young Friends of the Earth. 

• The United Nations Association of Germany (Deutsche Gesellschaft für die Vereinten 
Nationen, DGVN) provides information about the work of the United Nations and 
communicates UN matters to the public. 

• The German National Committee for International Youth Work (Deutsches 
Nationalkomitee für Internationale Jugendarbeit, DNK) is a joint working group of the 
German Federal Youth Council (Deutscher Bundesjugendring, DBJR), German Sports 
Youth (Deutscher Sportjugend, dsj) and the Council of Political Youth Organisations 
(Ring Politischer Jugend, RPJ) and represents the interests of German youth 
organisations in multilateral contexts. 

http://www.umweltbundesamt.de/
https://aiesec.de/
http://www.umweltbildung.de/
http://agl-einewelt.de/
http://agl-einewelt.de/
http://www.arbeitundleben.de/
https://berghof-foundation.org/impact/engaging-youth-for-peace-in-germany
https://www.inspiro.de/foej/html/bundesarbeitskreis.html
http://www.bundjugend.de/
http://www.bundjugend.de/
http://www.foeeurope.org/germany
http://www.dgvn.de/
http://www.dgvn.de/
http://www.d-n-k.org/
http://www.d-n-k.org/
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• The OneWorld Internet Conference (Eine Welt Internet Konferenz, EWIK) is a network 
of organisations and institutions providing online development policy education 
services. 

• The German NGO Forum on Environment and Development (Forum Umwelt und 
Entwicklung) coordinates the activities of German non-governmental organisat ions in 
international political processes on sustainable development. 

• Germanwatch advocates North-South equity, the preservation of livelihoods and the 
peaceful building of a shared global future by educating, advising and informing the 
public about development and environmental policy in these areas, 

• Greenpeace Youth (Greenpeace Jugend) works with youth conservation groups (for 
young people aged between 14 and 19). 

• Green Youth (GRÜNE JUGEND) is the political youth organisation of the Alliance 
90/Greens parliamentary group (BÜNDNIS 90/DIE GRÜNEN). It provides political 
education and information, and networks and supports the work of youth 
organisations, groups and initiatives across Germany and regionally. 

• The Information Centre Educational Mandate North-South (Informationsstelle 
Bildungsauftrag Nord-Süd), resident at World University Service, networks joint efforts 
by the federal government, the federal states, the European Union and non-
governmental organisations to promote development education in formal and non-
formal education. 

• IJAB - International Youth Service of the Federal Republic of Germany (IJAB – 
Fachstelle für Internationale Jugendarbeit der Bundesrepublik Deutschland e.V.), 
works on behalf of the Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and 
Youth (BMFSFJ) and its members. It funds and shapes international youth work and 
international youth policy cooperation with countries in Europe, promotes dialogue 
between child and youth services, networks stakeholders in Germany and abroad, 
informs and advises child and youth service organisations, policy-makers and public  
administration, and advises young people on foreign placements and the funding 
available. 

• The German Institute for Human Rights (Institut für Menschenrechte) offers t raining 
resources and seminars on human rights. 

• Climate-Alliance Germany (Klima-Allianz) is an alliance of churches, development  and 
consumer protection organisations, youth, environment and trade associations, t rade 
unions and other groups advocating climate protection. 

• The Civil Peace Service (Konsortium Ziviler Friedensdienst, ZFD) is a community of 
nine German peace and development organisations that promote peace in crisis zones 
and conflict regions. 

• The Youth Association for the Protection of Nature (Naturschutzjugend, NAJU) is the 
youth division of the Nature And Biodiversity Conservation Union (Naturschutzbund 
Deutschland, NABU) and Germany's largest child and youth organisation for 
conservation and environmental protection. 

• German Young Naturefriends (Naturfreundejugend Deutschlands) is the child and 
youth branch of Friends of Nature Germany (NaturFreunde Deutschlands) 
www.naturfreunde.de, and works to educate young people about sustainable 
lifestyles. 

• The German Scout Federation and German Guide Federation (Ringe deutscher 
Pfadfinderinnen- und Pfadfinderverbände) represent the interests of their member 
organisations in youth policy and promote the interests of children and young people. 

• VENRO is the umbrella organisation of development and humanitarian aid non-
governmental organisations in Germany. 

http://www.globaleslernen.de/de/die-ewik
http://www.forumue.de/
http://www.forumue.de/
http://germanwatch.org/
http://www.greenpeace-jugend.de/
https://gruene-jugend.de/
http://www.wusgermany.de/de/globales-lernen/informationsstelle-bildungsauftrag-nord-sued
http://www.wusgermany.de/de/globales-lernen/informationsstelle-bildungsauftrag-nord-sued
http://www.ijab.de/
http://www.ijab.de/
http://www.institut-fuer-menschenrechte.de/
https://www.klima-allianz.de/
http://www.ziviler-friedensdienst.org/de/konsortium-zfd
http://www.naju.de/
http://www.nabu.de/
http://www.nabu.de/
http://www.naturfreundejugend.de/
http://www.naturfreunde.de/
http://www.pfadfinden-in-deutschland.de/
http://www.pfadfinden-in-deutschland.de/
http://www.venro.org/
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• WWF Youth (WWF-Jugend) is the youth division of the World Wide Fund For Nature 
(WWF) in Germany for young people aged between 14 and 24 who are interested in 
wildlife conservation, sustainability and climate protection. 

The website of the UNESCO Global Action Programme Education for Sustainable 
Development (Bildung für nachhaltige Entwicklung) includes many stakeholders 
dedicated to supporting and mobilising young people. 

The global education portal (Portal Globales Lernen) has information on central 
organisations and networks promoting global education topics in Germany and other 
German-speaking areas. 

Many civic organisations in the federal states work to improve sustainability and 
strengthen the skills to act sustainably. 

Foundations 
Political foundations in Germany also make a big contribution to political education. They 
encourage the public to learn about political issues and strengthen political engagement . 
The foundations include: 
• Friedrich Ebert Foundation (Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung), 

• Konrad Adenauer foundation (Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung), 

• Hanns Seidel Foundation (Hanns-Seidel-Stiftung), 

• Friedrich Naumann Foundation for Freedom (Friedrich-Naumann-Stiftung), 
• Heinrich Böll Foundation (Heinrich-Böll-Stiftung), 

• Rosa Luxemburg foundation (Rosa-Luxemburg-Stiftung). 

Other foundations: 
• The Foundation Remembrance, Responsibility and Future (Stiftung Erinnerung 

Verantwortung Zukunft, EVZ) remembers the victims of National Socialism and funds 
international humanitarian projects. 

• The Karl-Kübel foundation (Karl-Kübel-Stiftung) provides development policy 
education to help educators teach a balanced world view to school pupils. 

General distribution of responsibilities 

The federal government – represented by the federal ministries and the federal 
commissioners – encourages young people to get involved in world affairs in a number of 
ways. The way that responsibility is divided under Germany's federal st ruc ture means 
that the federal states or, more specifically, the relevant state ministries, senate 
departments or state chancelleries, have the main responsibility for implementing 
projects and initiatives. See also Main actors. 

Coordinating bodies 
The federal states help with the ongoing development of international youth polic y and 
youth work via the Conference of Youth and Family Ministers (Jugend- und 
Familienministerkonferenz, JFMK). JFMK is the expert committee of federal state 
ministers and senators responsible for child, youth and family policy. It discusses and 
decides on key matters of child, youth and family policy. BMFSFJ, the German 
Parliamentary Committee on Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth 
(Ausschuss für Familie, Senioren, Frauen und Jugend beim Deutschen Bundestag) and 
the Association of German Cities (Deutsche Städtetag) are guests of JFMK. JFMK Chair in 
2019: Thuringia. JFMK resolutions are prepared by the Working group of the highest 
state youth and family authorities (Arbeitsgemeinschaft der Obersten Landesjugend- und 
Familienbehörden, AGJF). 

Education, parenting, research and cultural matters are discussed at the Standing 
Conference of the Ministers of Education and Cultural Affairs (Kultusministerkonferenz). 

http://www.wwf-jugend.de/
https://www.bne-portal.de/de/das-unesco-weltaktionsprogramm-bne-in-deutschland-1719.html
http://www.globaleslernen.de/de/service/organisationen-und-netzwerke
https://www.fes.de/
https://www.kas.de/de/home
https://www.hss.de/
https://www.freiheit.org/consent?dest=%2F
https://www.boell.de/de
https://www.rosalux.de/
http://www.stiftung-evz.de/
http://www.stiftung-evz.de/
https://www.kkstiftung.de/de/informieren/globales-lernen/index.htm
https://eacea-skuhaja.c9.fpfis.tech.ec.europa.eu/admin/structure/views/view/yw_chapters_export#Main%20actors
https://www.jfmk.de/
https://www.jfmk.de/
http://www.kmk.org/
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The aim is to reach a consensus on matters of nationally relevant culture polic y and to 
share concerns. 

Cross-sectorial cooperation 
The Joint Rules of Procedure of the Federal Ministries (Gemeinsame Geschäftsordnung 
der Bundesministerien, GGO) says that the federal ministries must cooperate on matters 
affecting several of them. The Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women 
and Youth (Bundesministerium für Familie, Senioren, Frauen und Jugend, BMFSFJ) is 
responsible for international youth policy cooperation. 

The federal government and the federal states regularly hold meetings on current 
matters. In the National-Regional Working Group for development information and 
education (Bund-Länder-Arbeitsgruppe Entwicklungspolitische Informations- und 
Bildungsarbeit), development cooperation stakeholders work together and share 
information on national and regional development education activities. 

The National Platform Education for Sustainable Development (Nationale Plattform 
Bildung für nachhaltige Entwicklung) is a national platform where experts in the fields of 
early childhood education, schooling, vocational training, university education, informal 
and non-formal learning/youth and local communities help decision-makers from politics, 
academia, business and civil society. The aim is to integrate sustainable thoughts and 
actions into all areas of the education system. 

Every two years, the Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and 
Youth (Bundesministerium für Familie, Senioren, Frauen und Jugend, BMFSFJ) invites 
international youth work organisations to attend a joint conference. It  is a plat form to 
provide and share information on the latest developments and the advancement of work 
in this field. Documents from the 2018 conference can be downloaded here. The 2020 
conference has been cancelled. 
See also the Federal government's report on Education for Sustainable Development 
(Bericht der Bundesregierung zur Bildung für eine nachhaltige Entwicklung) 2017, pp. 12 
et seq. plus the Federal Government’s response to a minor parliamentary question on the 
implementation of the UNESCO Global Action Programme “Education for Sustainable 
Development” in the 19th legislative period. 

9.3 Exchanges between young people and policy-makers 
on global issues 
Global issues exchanges with policy-makers at the domestic level 
Consultation processes between the ministries are regulated in the Joint Rules of 
Procedure of the Federal Ministries (Gemeinsame Geschäftsordnung der 
Bundesministerien, GGO). The ministries are free to choose their own approaches on how 
to address e.g. young people. Youth conferences help to support the dialogue with policy-
makers: 

• Federal youth conference (Bundesjugendkonferenz) 2020 The federal youth 
conference (11 to 13 September 2020) brings together committed young people from 
across the country to discuss current youth policy issues. 

• Youth Politics Day 2019 (Jugendpolitiktage 2019) of the Federal Ministry for Family 
Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth (Bundesministerium für Familie, Senioren, 
Frauen und Jugend, BMFSFJ) took place in Berlin from 10 to 12 May 2019. At this 
event young people met with politicians and representatives of society to discuss 
political issues and voice their concerns. The next event is scheduled for 6 to 9 May 
2021 in Berlin. 

• Youth Conference 'We move tomorrow's world' (Jugendkonferenz 'Wir bewegen die 
Welt von morgen') (April 2017) of IJAB - International Youth Service of the Federal 

https://www.kmk.org/fileadmin/Dateien/pdf/KMK/GO-GR-Fassung-29-08-2014.pdf
https://www.kmk.org/fileadmin/Dateien/pdf/KMK/GO-GR-Fassung-29-08-2014.pdf
https://www.bmi.bund.de/SharedDocs/downloads/EN/themen/moderne-verwaltung/ggo_en.pdf?__blob=publicationFile&v=1
https://www.bmi.bund.de/SharedDocs/downloads/DE/veroeffentlichungen/themen/ministerium/ggo.html
https://www.bmi.bund.de/SharedDocs/downloads/DE/veroeffentlichungen/themen/ministerium/ggo.html
http://www.bmfsfj.de/
http://www.bne-portal.de/de/bundesweit/gremien-der-deutschen-umsetzung
http://www.bne-portal.de/de/bundesweit/gremien-der-deutschen-umsetzung
https://ijab.de/bestellservice/traegerkonferenz-des-bmfsfj-zur-fortentwicklung-der-europaeischen-und-internationalen-jugendpolitik-und-jugendarbeit
https://ijab.de/terminkalender/konferenz-zur-weiterentwicklung-der-europaeischen-und-internationalen-jugendpolitik-und-jugendarbeit-2020-zentrale-traegerkonferenz
https://ijab.de/terminkalender/konferenz-zur-weiterentwicklung-der-europaeischen-und-internationalen-jugendpolitik-und-jugendarbeit-2020-zentrale-traegerkonferenz
http://dipbt.bundestag.de/dip21/btd/18/136/1813665.pdf
https://dip21.bundestag.de/dip21/btd/19/156/1915696.pdf
https://dip21.bundestag.de/dip21/btd/19/156/1915696.pdf
https://dip21.bundestag.de/dip21/btd/19/156/1915696.pdf
https://www.bmi.bund.de/SharedDocs/downloads/EN/themen/moderne-verwaltung/ggo_en.pdf?__blob=publicationFile&v=1
https://www.bmi.bund.de/SharedDocs/downloads/EN/themen/moderne-verwaltung/ggo_en.pdf?__blob=publicationFile&v=1
https://www.bmi.bund.de/SharedDocs/downloads/DE/veroeffentlichungen/themen/ministerium/ggo.html
https://www.bmi.bund.de/SharedDocs/downloads/DE/veroeffentlichungen/themen/ministerium/ggo.html
https://ijab.de/projekte/jugendbeteiligenjetzt/aktuelle-beitraege-zu-jugendbeteiligenjetzt/bundesjugendkonferenz-vom-11-bis-13-september-2020
https://www.bmbf.de/de/jugendpolitiktage-die-eigene-zukunft-im-blick-8603.html
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Republic of Germany (IJAB – Fachstelle für Internationale Jugendarbeit der 
Bundesrepublik Deutschland), the Ministry of Social Affairs, Integration and Equality 
(Ministerium für Soziales, Integration und Gleichstellung) and the Mecklenburg-
Western Pomerania Landesjugendring youth organisation in Schwerin. Young people 
discussed opportunities, possibilities and initiatives in internat ional youth exchange 
and talked to the former Federal Minister of Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women 
and Youth, Manuela Schwesig. Recommendations of the Youth Conference.  

• The 2017 youth biodiversity congress (Jugendkongress Biodiversität) (June 2017) of 
the Federal Ministry for the Environment, Nature Conservation, Building and Nuc lear 
Safety (Bundesministerium für Umwelt, Naturschutz, Bau und Reaktorsicherheit, 
BMUB), the Federal Agency for Nature Conservation (Bundesamt für Naturschutz, BfN) 
and the German Federal Environmental Foundation (Deutsche Bundesstiftung Umwelt) 
in Osnabrück. 180 young people aged from 16 to 27 joined the debate and 
implementation of the national biodiversity strategy (Nationale Strategie zur 
biologischen Vielfalt) by talking about biodiversity and sustainability issues. They 
talked to experts, trainers and policymakers (Dr Barbara Hendricks from the Federal 
Environment Ministry and President of BfN, Prof. Beate Jessel). 

Another example is the involvement of non-government stakeholders and civil soc iety in 
the discussion surrounding the National Sustainable Development Strategy. The federal 
government's sustainability dialogue platform (Dialog Nachhaltigkeit) included young 
people to give them the opportunity to express their ideas and opinions. The new version 
of the National Sustainable Development Strategy was then adopted in January 2017 
(Deutsche Nachhaltigkeitsstrategie) to support the 2030 Agenda (Agenda 2030 für 
nachhaltige Ziele). The German government also involved the public, including young 
people aged 18-35 years, both directly and online when developing it s Climate Ac t ion 
Plan 2050 (Klimaschutzplan 2050). 

The Federal Environment Ministry (Bundesumweltministerium, BMU) launched its 'Global 
geography – young people and the environment' project (Projekt Erdballkunde – Jugend 
macht Umwelt) at the start of 2017. It implements projects and initiatives for young 
people and young adults who get the chance to get involved in environmental polic y and 
learn about related topics and issues. The project supports the long-term goal of BMU's 
education service, which is to involve children, young people and young adults in the 
ministry's activities. 

The national steering platform for the implementation of the Global Action Programme 
Education for Sustainable Development (Weltaktionsprogramm Bildung für nachhaltige 
Entwicklung) includes an expert forum on 'Non-formal and informal learning/youth' with 
representatives of various youth organisations. The Federal Minist ry of Education and 
Research (Bundesministerium für Bildung und Forschung) has overall control. 
Since 2012 and the start of the UN Decade on Biodiversity, youth goodwill ambassadors 
(UN-Dekade Botschafter/-innen) have been chosen by the Federal Environment Minist ry 
(Bundesumweltministerium). Their role is to spread word of the goals of the UN Decade 
on Biodiversity, take part in discussions and share their passion for biodiversity. 

In the UNICEF Youth Council (UNICEF-Juniorbeirat), children and young people advise 
UNICEF Germany on programmes and projects. Since 2016, UNICEF has also given 
young people the opportunity to get involved in various programmes designed to build a 
better future for children and young people worldwide. 

The Action Alliance for International Recognition (Aktionsbündnis Anerkennung 
International) advocates the recognition of skills acquired in international youth work 
contexts. The Action Alliance organises a variety of activities (such as a campaign day for 
international youth exchanges on 8 June 2017) to demonstrate the benefits of 
international youth work for young people and society at large. The Action Allianc e has 
launched the #internationalheart campaign to highlight the many facets of international 
youth exchanges and to demonstrate the values the Alliance stands for. 

https://ijab.de/bestellservice/empfehlungen-der-internationalen-jugendkonferenz-wir-bewegen-die-welt-von-morgen
https://www.jugend-zukunft-vielfalt.de/
http://www.dialog-nachhaltigkeit.de/
https://www.bundesregierung.de/breg-de/themen/nachhaltigkeitspolitik/die-deutsche-nachhaltigkeitsstrategie-318846
http://www.bmz.de/de/ministerium/ziele/2030_agenda/index.html
http://www.bmz.de/de/ministerium/ziele/2030_agenda/index.html
https://www.bmu.de/download/klimaschutzplan-2050/
https://www.bmu.de/
http://www.erdballkunde.de/
http://www.erdballkunde.de/
https://www.bne-portal.de/de/das-unesco-weltaktionsprogramm-bne-in-deutschland-1719.html
https://www.bne-portal.de/de/das-unesco-weltaktionsprogramm-bne-in-deutschland-1719.html
https://www.bne-portal.de/de/non-formales-und-informelles-lernen-jugend-1765.html
https://www.bne-portal.de/de/non-formales-und-informelles-lernen-jugend-1765.html
http://www.undekade-biologischevielfalt.de/un-dekade/die-botschafterinnen-der-un-dekade/
http://www.unicef.de/mitmachen/youth/junior-beirat
http://www.buendnis-anerkennung.de/
http://www.buendnis-anerkennung.de/
https://buendnis-anerkennung.jimdofree.com/internationalheart/


Youth policies Germany – 2020  Youth Wiki 

301 

At federal state level, for example, the youth advisory boards of youth initiatives created 
under the sustainability strategies in Baden-Württemberg (Wir ernten was wir säen, 
Jugendbeirat), Hesse (until 2014) (Jugendbeirat Nachhaltigkeitsstrategie) and Thuringia 
(youth forum advisory board for sustainable development [Jugendforum des Beirats für 
Nachhaltige Entwicklung]) give young people a platform to talk about sustainable action 
with representatives from politics, academia, business and civil society. In 2013 and 
2014, the state of Brandenburg carried out youth fora (Jugendforum) when developing 
and further implementing its sustainability strategy. 

When implementing its development policy, the state of Bremen set up a young 
development forum (junges entwicklungspolitisches Forum, Jep) to get young people 
more involved in local development cooperation. 

Global issues exchanges with policy-makers at the international 
level 
Each year, two Youth Delegates (Jugenddelegierte) go with the delegation of the German 
federal government to the General Assembly of the United Nations in New York. They 
represent the interests of young people together with Youth Delegates from other 
countries. The German UN Youth Delegates take part in the meeting of the Commission 
on Social Development (CSocD) as representatives of non-governmental organisations. 
Youth Delegates in Germany are appointed for one year. They go through an applic at ion 
and selection process. The Youth Delegate programme is supported by the United 
Nations Association of Germany (Deutsche Gesellschaft für die Vereinten Nat ionen) and 
the German National Committee for International Youth Work (Deutsches 
Nationalkomitee für internationale Jugendarbeit, DNK). 

The Youth Delegates on Sustainable Development (Jugenddelegierte für nachhaltige 
Entwicklung) work with the programme initiator, the Federal Environment Ministry 
(Bundesumweltministerium, BMU). They cooperate closely with the Federal Minist ry for 
Economic Cooperation and Development (Bundesministerium für wirtschaftliche 
Zusammenarbeit und Entwicklung, BMZ). The Youth Delegates join the German 
government delegation to the UN negotiations on sustainable development and the High-
Level Political Forum on Sustainable Development. The programme is backed by the 
German Federal Youth Council (Deutscher Bundesjugendring, DBJR). 

Germany regularly sends representatives to the EU Youth Conferences that are organised 
in connection with the EU Council Presidencies. The point of contact for this is the 
German National Committee for International Youth Work (Deutsches Nationalkomitee 
für internationale Jugendarbeit, DNK). The youth representatives are expec ted to raise 
issues that are of concern to young people with the aim of encouraging a more ac t ive 
dialogue between young people and politicians. DNK represents German youth 
organisations in a multilateral context: in the Lake Constance-Benelux-plus partnership 
(Bodensee-Benelux-plus-Kooperation), the European Youth Forum, the youth forum of 
the European Union, the Baltic Youth forum (Ostsee-Jugendforum) and the Counc il of 
Europe. The committee is made up of the German Federal Youth Council (Deutscher 
Bundesjugendring), German Sports Youth (Deutscher Sportjugend) and the Council of 
Political Youth Organisations (Ring Politischer Jugend). 

You »Europe» we (du »EUROPA» wir) is part of a pan-European process that was 
launched in the summer of 2017 and ran until the end of 2018, with young people across 
the entire European Union sharing their visions and ideas concerning Europe and 
European youth policy. They discussed their concerns with policymakers and 
administrators and jointly drew up responses. 
In the past, young Germans have also taken part in the youth summits organised in the 
lead up to the G7/G8 and G20 government summits. They provided a young person's 
perspective on the political agenda at the government summit and c alled for a youth-
specific view. In 2015, young people from all over the world met for the internat ional J7 
youth summit in Berlin with the guiding theme 'Responsibility to act' (Verantwortung zu 

http://www.wir-ernten-was-wir-saeen.de/jugendbeirat-1
http://www.wir-ernten-was-wir-saeen.de/jugendbeirat-1
http://www.hessen-nachhaltig.de/de/ehemalige-gremien.html
https://mlul.brandenburg.de/media_fast/4055/doku_jugendforum.pdf
http://www.ben-bremen.de/index.php/projekteschwerpunkte/junges-engagement
http://www.jugenddelegierte.de/
http://www.d-n-k.org/
http://www.d-n-k.org/
https://jugenddelegierte.dbjr.de/
https://jugenddelegierte.dbjr.de/
http://www.d-n-k.org/
http://www.d-n-k.org/
https://mitwirkung.dbjr.de/prozesse/du-europa-wir/
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handeln). They discussed what their governments and they themselves can do for 
sustainable development and then drafted a position paper with their results, which they 
presented to and discussed with Federal Chancellor Angela Merkel and former Federal 
Minister of Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth Manuela Schwesig. The G20 
summit took place in Germany in 2017. Young people met up beforehand for the J20 
youth summit in Berlin where they sat down with Chancellor Angela Merkel and discussed 
their proposals. 
Between 9 and 14 June 2019 the Y7 youth summit took place in Paris, the c ounterpart 
event of the G7 summit. The German delegation met up with their peers from the other 
G7 countries to agree on specific calls for action concerning the priority themes of the Y7 
summit. 

German youth delegations also take part in the UN Convention on Biological Diversity and 
the UN Climate Change Conference. 

Bundesländer (federal states) 
Since 2001, the North Rhine-Westphalian state government has been inviting young 
people from Germany, Poland and France to take part in a trilateral youth summit 
(Bund.Europa.Internationales: Weimarer Dreieck). The summit rotates each year 
between the Hauts-de-France region of France, Silesia in Poland, and North Rhine-
Westphalia. The young participants work on a current European issue and engage in a 
dialogue with politicians from the three regions. The 2019 event is all about  diversity in 
practice and social cohesion (title: “Gelebte Vielfalt – Engagement für sozialen 
Zusammenhalt”). The International Association for Education and Exchange 
(Internationale Bildungs- und Begegnungswerk, IBB) in Dortmund supports and guides 
young people from North Rhine-Westphalia on behalf of the state government. 

9.4 Raising awareness about global issues 
Formal, non-formal and informal learning 
On 20 June 2017, the National Action Plan Education for Sustainable Development 
(Nationaler Aktionsplan Bildung für nachhaltige Entwicklung) was adopted. It defines 130 
objectives and 349 to embed education for sustainable development in all areas (formal, 
non-formal and informal education) and at all levels of the education system. No new 
reports have been published since. 

Formal learning 
Global education and education for sustainable development issues are cross-subject 
topics in a formal learning context. The Curriculum Framework: Education for Sustainable 
Development (Orientierungsrahmen für den Lernbereich Globale Entwicklung in der 
Schule) and the Recommendation on the Promotion of Human Rights in Schools 
(Empfehlung für die Förderung der Menschenrechtserziehung in der Schule) whic h was 
thoroughly revised and adapted to reflect current social and (global) political 
circumstances in 2018, are essential resources for integrating these subject areas into 
school education and designing syllabuses. 

The Curriculum Framework: Education for Sustainable Development is for everyone in 
school education who is involved in planning syllabuses and/or teaching resources, or 
providing teacher training. The framework (revised in 2015) is the result of a joint 
initiative of the Standing Conference of the Ministers of Education and Cultural Affairs 
(Kultusministerkonferenz, KMK) and the Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and 
Development (Bundesministerium für wirtschaftliche Zusammenarbeit und Entwicklung, 
BMZ). It offers help with integrating education for sustainable development into sc hool 
education and general school policy. 

The new and extended edition of the framework (last updated in 2016) c overs primary 
and lower secondary level. In addition to geography, politics, religion/ethics and 

http://www.unicef.de/blob/77306/22aec17cd5831e4b44cd0319f8e231ff/j7-gipfel-ergebnispapier-data.pdf
http://policy-innovation.org/y7-2019-call-for-action-online/
https://mbem.nrw/de/regionales-weimarer-dreieck
http://ibb-d.de/ibb-e-v-erhaelt-zuschlag-fuer-jugendgipfel-2017-2019/
https://www.bne-portal.de/files/Nationaler_Aktionsplan_Bildung_f%c3%bcr_nachhaltige_Entwicklung_neu.pdf
https://www.engagement-global.de/globale-entwicklung-in-der-schule.html?file=files/2_Mediathek/Mediathek_EG/Angebote_A_Z/GES/Curriculum_Framework_barrierefrei.pdf
https://www.engagement-global.de/globale-entwicklung-in-der-schule.html?file=files/2_Mediathek/Mediathek_EG/Angebote_A_Z/GES/Curriculum_Framework_barrierefrei.pdf
http://www.kmk.org/fileadmin/Dateien/veroeffentlichungen_beschluesse/2015/2015_06_00-Orientierungsrahmen-Globale-Entwicklung.pdf
http://www.kmk.org/fileadmin/Dateien/veroeffentlichungen_beschluesse/2015/2015_06_00-Orientierungsrahmen-Globale-Entwicklung.pdf
http://www.kmk.org/fileadmin/Dateien/veroeffentlichungen_beschluesse/1980/1980_12_04-Menschenrechtserziehung.pdf
http://www.kmk.org/
http://www.bmz.de/
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economics, global development education now also includes history, mathematics, 
natural sciences (biology, chemistry, physics), new foreign languages, art, music , sport  
and German. The new edition also addresses the topic of vocational education. It 
formulates competencies, educational areas and guiding principles to give sc hool pupils 
the ability to contribute to global development. The framework provides basic s for the 
extension into upper secondary level. 
Examples of how global education topics can be integrated into syllabuses: 

• North Rhine-Westphalia syllabus (Lehrpläne NRW) 

• Hamburg syllabus (Lehrpläne Hamburg) 
Federal state projects to implement the framework in different schools (including 
grammar schools and vocational colleges) (Umsetzung des Orientierungsrahmens für den 
Lernbereich Globale Entwicklung). A map showing all state-level initiatives and projec ts 
relating to the framework as well as the location of all state-level coordinators in 
Germany is available here. 

The expert forum on schools (Fachforum Schule) developed goals and implementat ion 
strategies for school education as part of the national implementation of the Global 
Action Programme Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) (Weltaktionsprogramm 
Bildung für nachhaltige Entwicklung, BNE) in Germany. It also identified examples from 
practice and suggests new education and learning formats. Through Engagement Global, 
the Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development (Bundesministerium für 
wirtschaftliche Zusammenarbeit und Entwicklung, BMZ) supports educational ac tivities 
and systematic training for teaching staff in the area of ESD. For spec if ic projects and 
measures to embed ESD into schools and vocational colleges, please refer to the National 
Action Plan Education for Sustainable Development (Nationaler Aktionsplan Bildung für 
nachhaltige Entwicklung). 
The Across Boundaries project (Grenzenlos) of the World University Service (WUS) 
organises teaching partnerships for teachers at vocational colleges in several federal 
states (Baden-Württemberg, Brandenburg, Hesse, Rhineland-Palatinate, Saarland). 
Students from Africa, Asia and Latin America who are studying in one of the participating 
German states talk about development, sustainability and globalisation issues at the 
vocational colleges. They receive a certificate for their contributions. The project is 
funded by Engagement Global on behalf of BMZ and by the participating federal states of 
Baden-Württemberg, Brandenburg, Hesse, Rhineland-Palatinate and Saarland. 
In addition, pupils and students learn about the work and structure of international 
formats like the United Nations in domestic and international simulations (Model United 
Nations, MUN). 
Youth work organisations and schools cooperate to promote ESD and global education. 
Examples: 
• With workshops on climate protection, climate justice and renewable energy, the 

educators at Youth of BUND in Berlin (BUNDjugend Berlin) help children and young 
people learn to be more environmentally aware. 

• Simply DIFFERENTLY (Einfach ganz ANDERS) is an education project by the One World 
network in North Rhine-Westphalia (Eine Welt Netz Nordrhein-Westfalen) and the 
Youth of BUND in North Rhine-Westphalia (BUNDjugend Nordrhein-Westfalen). It 
integrates non-formal educational programmes on sustainability into lessons at all-day 
schools. 

• Global education in Baden-Württemberg: Services for schools (Lernangebote für 
Schulen) 

• „FAIR macht Schule!“ und „FAIRändere deine Stadt!“ are schemes run by the umbrella 
association for development policy of the state of Baden-Württemberg (Dachverband 
Entwicklungspolitik Baden-Württemberg e.V.) with activities for, amongst other things, 

http://www.globales-lernen-schule-nrw.de/lehrplannavigator/sek-ii-gegy/
https://li.hamburg.de/globaleslernen/
http://www.globaleslernen.de/sites/default/files/files/link-elements/broschuere_umsetzung_des_orientierungsrahmens_-_projekte_der_bundeslaender_web_barrierefrei.pdf
http://www.globaleslernen.de/sites/default/files/files/link-elements/broschuere_umsetzung_des_orientierungsrahmens_-_projekte_der_bundeslaender_web_barrierefrei.pdf
https://ges.engagement-global.de/uebersichtskarte.html
https://www.bne-portal.de/de/schule-1762.html
https://www.bne-portal.de/de/das-unesco-weltaktionsprogramm-bne-in-deutschland-1719.html
https://www.bne-portal.de/de/das-unesco-weltaktionsprogramm-bne-in-deutschland-1719.html
https://www.bne-portal.de/de/commitments-1721.php
https://www.bne-portal.de/de/commitments-1721.php
https://www.bne-portal.de/files/Nationaler_Aktionsplan_Bildung_f%c3%bcr_nachhaltige_Entwicklung_neu.pdf
https://www.bne-portal.de/files/Nationaler_Aktionsplan_Bildung_f%c3%bcr_nachhaltige_Entwicklung_neu.pdf
http://www.wusgermany.de/de/auslaenderstudium/grenzenlos
https://berlin.bundjugend.de/wp-content/uploads/sites/9/2020/03/jahresprogramm-2020.pdf
http://www.einfachganzanders.de/
http://www.deab.de/fileadmin/user_upload/downloads/publikationen/deab_2014_globales_lernen_angebote_fuer_schulen.pdf
http://www.deab.de/fileadmin/user_upload/downloads/publikationen/deab_2014_globales_lernen_angebote_fuer_schulen.pdf
https://www.deab.de/themen-programme/fair-macht-schule-fairaendere-deine-stadt/
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class groups and project groups in all school types across the state from grade 8 
onwards. 

Non-formal and informal learning 
Education for sustainable development is a task of all areas of non-formal education. It  
affects how specific topics are dealt with, including environmental, political, 
developmental, international and cultural education. A wide range of institutions and 
organisations are active in this area, including adult education centres, environment 
centres, local Agenda 21 initiatives, museums, clubs, foundations, churches, trade 
unions, businesses and (youth) associations. Target groups include the general public , 
and in particular children and young people, especially those from socially disadvantaged 
and/or migrant backgrounds. 
The 'Non-formal and informal learning/youth' expert forum developed action areas, goals 
and implementation strategies for non-formal and informal education as part of the 
national implementation of the Global Action Programme Education for Sustainable 
Development (Weltaktionsprogramm Bildung für nachhaltige Entwicklung) in Germany. It  
also identifies examples from practice and suggests new education and learning formats. 

The federal government funds the activities of child and youth services and programmes 
in non-formal child and youth work of supra-regional importance that a federal state 
cannot fund alone. The funding instrument is the Child and Youth Plan of the federation 
(Kinder- und Jugendplan, KJP). The Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Cit izens, 
Women and Youth (Bundesministerium für Familie, Senioren, Frauen und Jugend) uses 
KJP to fund associations and expert organisations and their political, sports and c ultural 
education programmes, youth organisation work and international youth work and youth 
exchange. The federal states fund these services via their regional youth plans 
(Landesjugendpläne). Under the UNESCO Global Action Programme, non-formal learning 
providers are key partners in the development of local education landscapes and the 
implementation of education for sustainable development at a local level. 
The guidelines on the allocation of funding under KJP (Richtlinien für Zuschüsse aus dem 
Kinder- und Jugendplan), which took effect on 1 January 2017, have introduced a quality 
development process in the form of a framework agreement for national organisat ions 
and professional bodies. The guidelines specify the aims of funding in further detail. For 
organisations attached to the central office process (Zentralstellenverfahren), the central 
offices (Zentralstellen) must ensure professional quality management and develop quality 
management and (self-) evaluation procedures. 

The Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development (Bundesministerium für 
wirtschaftliche Zusammenarbeit und Entwicklung, BMZ) supports development policy 
information activities and education to promote civic commitment in Germany. The 
strategy 'Effecting change together. Action programme on civic involvement in 
development policy' (Gemeinsam Viele(s) bewegen. Aktionsprogramm zum 
bürgerschaftlichen Engagement in der Entwicklungspolitik) has and continues to focus on 
getting young people interested in development policy with a varied range of 
programmes and initiatives. This includes setting up an African-German youth init iat ive 
and expanding and developing existing funding initiatives such as ENSA, the weltwärts 
programme and ASA (see Intercontinental youth work and development  c ooperation > 
Development cooperation programmes) 

The 'One World promoters' programme (Eine Welt-Promotor*innen) of the national 
working group of One World regional networks (Arbeitsgemeinschaft der Eine-Welt-
Landesnetzwerke in Deutschland) stretches across all federal states and is c oordinated 
and financed jointly at a national and regional level. It is for stakeholders and t rainers 
from One World work and other areas of civil society, education, politics and business, as 
well as young people, the 50+ generation and interested members of the public. It is 
funded by Engagement Global on behalf of BMZ and all federal states. 

http://www.bne-portal.de/sites/default/files/downloads/publikationen/DUK%20-%20UN-Dekade%20mit%20Wirkung.pdf
http://www.bne-portal.de/sites/default/files/downloads/publikationen/DUK%20-%20UN-Dekade%20mit%20Wirkung.pdf
http://www.bne-portal.de/sites/default/files/downloads/publikationen/DUK%20-%20Zukunftsstrategie%202015%2B.pdf
http://www.bne-portal.de/sites/default/files/downloads/publikationen/DUK%20-%20Zukunftsstrategie%202015%2B.pdf
http://www.bne-portal.de/de/bildungsbereiche/non-formale-informelle-bildung
http://www.bne-portal.de/de/bundesweit/das-weltaktionsprogramm-deutschland
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/glossary-germany
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/glossary-germany
https://www.bundesregierung.de/Content/Infomaterial/BPA/Bestellservice/Deutsche_Nachhaltigkeitsstrategie_Neuauflage_2016.pdf?__blob=publicationFile&v=7
https://www.bundesregierung.de/Content/Infomaterial/BPA/Bestellservice/Deutsche_Nachhaltigkeitsstrategie_Neuauflage_2016.pdf?__blob=publicationFile&v=7
https://www.bundesregierung.de/resource/blob/975292/730844/3d30c6c2875a9a08d364620ab7916af6/deutsche-nachhaltigkeitsstrategie-neuauflage-2016-download-bpa-data.pdf?download=1
http://www.bmfsfj.de/blob/111964/2f7ae557daa0d2d8fe78f8a3f9569f21/richtlinien-kjp-2017-data.pdf
http://www.bmfsfj.de/blob/111964/2f7ae557daa0d2d8fe78f8a3f9569f21/richtlinien-kjp-2017-data.pdf
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/glossary-germany
http://www.bmz.de/de/mediathek/publikationen/reihen/strategiepapiere/Strategiepapier355_06_2015.pdf
http://www.bmz.de/de/mediathek/publikationen/reihen/strategiepapiere/Strategiepapier355_06_2015.pdf
http://www.bmz.de/de/mediathek/publikationen/reihen/strategiepapiere/Strategiepapier355_06_2015.pdf
http://www.bmz.de/de/mediathek/publikationen/reihen/strategiepapiere/Strategiepapier355_06_2015.pdf
http://www.bmz.de/de/mediathek/publikationen/reihen/strategiepapiere/Strategiepapier355_06_2015.pdf
https://daj.engagement-global.de/
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/96-intercontinental-youth-work-and-development-cooperation-germany#122
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/96-intercontinental-youth-work-and-development-cooperation-germany#122
http://www.eine-welt-promotorinnen.de/
http://agl-einewelt.de/eine-welt-landesnetzwerke
http://agl-einewelt.de/eine-welt-landesnetzwerke
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Education meets Development (Bildung trifft Entwicklung, BtE) is a national programme 
run by a network of eight educational organisations. The programme focuses on global 
education that links global effects with the local 'lifeworlds' of participants. It is funded by 
Engagement Global on behalf of BMZ. 

The Federal Ministry for Environment, Nature Conservation and Nuclear Safety 
(Bundesministerium für Umwelt, Naturschutz und nukleare Sicherheit, BMU) has the 
'Innovative climate protection – individual projects' (Innovative Klimaschutz-
Einzelprojekte) and 'Promoting sustainable development in vocational training' 
(Berufsbildung für nachhaltige Entwicklung befördern) funding initiatives to fund mainly 
extracurricular learning activities for all school years and types. The money c omes from 
national funds and the European Social Fund in Germany (Europäischer Sozialfonds). 
Information on supported projects (Förderprojekte).  

The German Environment Agency (Umweltbundesamt) funds projects by associations 
working in environment protection and conservation. Their aim is to raise awareness of 
the environment and conservation and increase commitment to their protection. The 
projects also include child and youth projects with a large reach. 

• Programmes in the federal states 

The state of Baden-Württemberg funds education programmes by charitable 
organisations under its funding initiative 'Model projects to educate on sustainable 
development' (Beispielhafte Projekte für eine Bildung für nachhaltige Entwicklung). The 
programmes should enable children, young people and adults to be an active part of 
ecological, sustainable, economically viable and socially just development while 
considering global aspects. Children and young people should also be encouraged and 
mobilised in line with the Global Action Programme Education for Sustainable 
Development (Bildung für nachhaltige Entwicklung). 

• Funding: Baden-Württemberg state budget. 

• Quality assurance: Applicants must comply with contractual rules and conditions. Non-
compliant use of funds or use contrary to the intended purpose can result in the 
money having to be paid back. 

The North Rhine-Westphalian development policy information and education programme 
(EpIB – Entwicklungspolitische Informations- und Bildungsarbeit) promotes projec ts by 
One World groups as part of development policy education. 

• Funding: North Rhine-Westphalia (up to 5 000 euros per project). 
• Quality assurance: Applicants must comply with contractual rules and conditions. Non-

compliant use of funds or use contrary to the intended purpose can result in the 
money having to be paid back. 

The North Rhine-Westphalian environment ministry (Umweltministerium) launched a 
funding initiative in 2016 to help set up a regional network of non-formal environmental 
education institutions as part of the North Rhine-Westphalian state strategy 'Education 
for sustainable development – learning the future of NRW (2016-2020)' (Bildung für 
nachhaltige Entwicklung – Zukunft Lernen NRW [2016-2020]). The institutions support  
formal education and work, for example, with child day care centres, schools, universities 
and training providers. 
For events that promote global education among young people, please refer to 'Youth-
targeted information campaigns on global issues'. 

Support for educators and trainers 
In 2009, the German Rectors' Conference (Hochschulrektorenkonferenz, HRK) announced 
that the topic of sustainability would be integrated into teaching and research. There are 
already stakeholders and groups at various universities across Germany who work in 
education and the subject fields themselves with the content, systems and methods of 

http://www.bildung-trifft-entwicklung.de/
https://www.bmu.de/themen/bildung-beteiligung/bildungsservice/foerderprojekte/
http://www.umweltbundesamt.de/das-uba/was-wir-tun/foerdern-beraten/verbaendefoerderung
http://www.lubw.baden-wuerttemberg.de/nachhaltigkeit/foerderungen
http://www.engagement-global.de/epib-entwicklungspolitische-informations-und-bildungsarbeit.html
https://www.bne.nrw.de/bne-agentur-nrw/bne-landesnetzwerk-nrw/uebersicht/
https://www.bne.nrw.de/bne-agentur-nrw/bne-landesnetzwerk-nrw/uebersicht/
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/94-raising-awareness-about-global-issues-germany#122
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/94-raising-awareness-about-global-issues-germany#122
https://www.hrk.de/
https://www.hrk.de/fileadmin/redaktion/A4/Hochschulen_und_Nachhaltigkeit_HRK_DUK.pdf
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education for sustainable development. The inclusion of education for sustainable 
development is not yet an automatic part of all eduction programmes. Education for 
Sustainable Development is present in the following higher education institutions: 

• University initiatives in Baden-Württemberg that deal with global sustainability and 
justice (Campus Welten - Globale Nachhaltigkeit an Hochschulen) 

• Munich University of Applied Sciences (Hochschule für angewandte Wissenschaften 
München), 

• University Vechta (Universität Vechta), 

• Bochum University of Applied Sciences (Hochschule Bochum), 

• University Heilbronn (Hochschule Heilbronn), 
• Eberswalde University for Sustainable Development (Hochschule für nachhaltige 

Entwicklung Eberswalde). 
Education for sustainable development is integrated into teacher training to differing 
levels in the various federal states. Programmes range from topics related to sustainable 
development, to support services including specialist lectures, symposia or tac kling the 
topic in school initiatives and education days. There are many training programmes 
available to trainers and educators, such as: 

• eFef training courses for global learning multipliers (“Multiplikator/-in für Globales 
Lernen”). 

• Training provided by the Youth of BUND in North Rhine-Westphalia (BUNDjugend 
NRW). 

• Global education training for trainers provided by the development education 
information centre (Entwicklungspädagogisches Informationszentrum, EPiZ). 

• Seminars as part of the Funding Programme for Development Education in Germany 
(Förderprogramm Entwicklungspolitische Bildung, FEB) of Engagement Global gGmbH 
to train organisations on submitting applications, project management and providing 
documentation. 

• One World Promotors Programme and Basic development policy education programme 
(Eine Welt-Promotor*innen-Programm und Entwicklungspolitisches Basisprogramm) of 
the Working group of One World regional networks in Germany (Arbeitsgemeinschaft 
der Eine-Welt-Landesnetzwerke in Deutschland) to train and support stakeholders in 
development policy education and information activities. 

• Further training under the 'One World in schools' project (Eine Welt in der Schule) of 
the primary schools association (Grundschulverband e.V.) and University of Bremen. 

• Further training for trainers in the area of peace-building and global education, 
provided by the Berghof Foundation 

• Learning modules for teachers on education for sustainable development 
(Grundlagenmodule für Lehrende). 

• Practical and skills-based further training – Training of Trainers (ToT) – provided by 
the ESD Expert Net on education for sustainable development. 

• Further training of the Development Policy Service for global education in Lower 
Saxony (VEN-Fachstelle Globales Lernen in Niedersachen) with training programmes 
for non-governmental organisations and individuals active in the field of global 
education and education for sustainable development. 

• The 2018 WorldWideKnowledge (WeltWeitWissen) education conference is 
documented here. It is a national education conference for global education and 
education for sustainable development and is organised by the North Rhine-
Westphalian One World Network (Eine Welt Netz NRW), the national working group of 

https://www.engagement-global.de/lernbereich-globale-entwicklung.html?file=files/2_Mediathek/Mediathek_EG/Angebote_A_Z/Lernbereich_Globale_Entwicklung_in_der_Schule/Curriculum%20Framework_barrierefrei.pdf
https://www.engagement-global.de/lernbereich-globale-entwicklung.html?file=files/2_Mediathek/Mediathek_EG/Angebote_A_Z/Lernbereich_Globale_Entwicklung_in_der_Schule/Curriculum%20Framework_barrierefrei.pdf
http://www.deab.de/fileadmin/user_upload/downloads/publikationen/finep_2015_campuswelten.pdf
https://www.hm.edu/studierende/mein_studium/studienprofil/nachhaltig.de.jsp
https://www.hm.edu/studierende/mein_studium/studienprofil/nachhaltig.de.jsp
https://www.uni-vechta.de/uni/nachhaltige-hochschule/home/
https://www.hochschule-bochum.de/nachhaltige-entwicklung/
https://www.hs-heilbronn.de/nachhaltigkeit
https://www.hnee.de/
https://www.hnee.de/
http://dip21.bundestag.de/dip21/btd/17/143/1714325.pdf
http://dip21.bundestag.de/dip21/btd/17/143/1714325.pdf
https://efef-weltwaerts.de/uber-die-fortbildungsreihe
https://efef-weltwaerts.de/uber-die-fortbildungsreihe
http://einfachganzanders.de/fortbildungen/
http://einfachganzanders.de/fortbildungen/
http://www.epiz.de/globales-lernen/qualifizierung.html
https://feb.engagement-global.de/seminare.html
https://agl-einewelt.de/ueber-uns/programme/
https://agl-einewelt.de/ueber-uns/programme/
http://agl-einewelt.de/
http://agl-einewelt.de/
https://www.weltinderschule.uni-bremen.de/fortbildungen.html
http://www.berghof-foundation.org/nc/de/programme/friedenspaedagogik-globales-lernen/
http://www.bne-bw.de/lehrende/weiterfuehrende-schule/bne-qualifizierungs-module.html
https://esd-expert.net/training-of-trainers.html
https://www.ven-nds.de/projekte/globales-lernen/fortbildungen
https://www.weltweitwissen2018.de/
https://www.weltweitwissen2018.de/images/Dokumente/Dokumentation/WeWeWi-2018-Auswertung.pdf
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One World regional networks (Arbeitsgemeinschaft der Eine-Welt-Landesnetzwerke) 
and the Gustav Stresemann Institute (Gustav-Stresemann-Institut). The 2020 
conference took place online on 5-6 June 2020. For more information, go to 
weltweitwissen.net 

Non-governmental organisations can apply for money via the funding programme for 
development policy training (Programm zur Förderung entwicklungspolitischer 
Qualifizierungsmaßnahmen, PFQ) to carry out training measures for other non-
governmental organisations or interested parties. Funding: Federal Ministry for Economic  
Cooperation and Development (Bundesministerium für wirtschaftliche Zusammenarbeit  
und Entwicklung, BMZ). Realisation: Engagement Global gGmbH – Service for 
Development Initiatives (Service für Entwicklungsinitiativen). Funding for: One- or 
multiple-day seminars and series of seminars on development policy training. Topics: 
Reducing poverty, gender equality, participatory development and good governance, 
conservation of the environment and resources, crisis prevention, rural development, 
programme-based approaches and commercial development. Project applications can be 
submitted at any time but must be received at least 12 weeks before the project starts. 

Guides/journals/magazines 
• Guide to writing effective project applications for development policy activities in 

Germany (Handreichung zur wirkungsorientierten Antragstellung in der 
entwicklungspolitischen Inlandsarbeit "Wirkt so oder so") by the Berlin development  
policy advice centre (Berliner Entwicklungspolitischer Ratschlag) and the North-South 
Bridges Foundation (Stiftung Nord-Süd-Brücken). 

• Expert guide to global education (Handbuch Globales Lernen für Referent_innen) by 
the development policy education and information centre in Berlin 
(Entwicklungspolitisches Bildungs- und Informationszentrum Berlin, EPIZ Berlin). 

• Global education in Berlin schools – a guide to teaching social and natural sc iences 
and languages at secondary level (Globales Lernen an Berliner Schulen – 
Handreichung für den Unterricht der Sekundarstufen in gesellschafts- und 
naturwissenschaftlichen Fächern und Sprachen) by EPIZ Berlin, Engagement Global. A 
conference will take place in September 2020 to review the list of recommendations. 

• Global education magazine (Global Lernen) by Bread for the World (Brot für die Welt ) 
on development policy issues; includes educational references and suggestions for 
lessons in secondary schools (Sekundarstufe II). 

• 'One world in schools' magazine (Eine Welt in der Schule) by the German assoc iation 
of primary schools (Grundschulverband) and the University of Bremen with prac t ical 
teaching examples for primary schools and lower secondary schools relat ing to 'One 
world – global education – global development' (Eine Welt – Globales Lernen – Globale 
Entwicklung). 

• Guide to global education in business apprenticeships (Hesse) (Globales Lernen in der 
Ausbildung) by the Hesse development policy network (Entwicklungspolitisches 
Netzwerk Hessen) 

• Global how? Handreichung zur Qualifizierung von Multiplikator/innen des Globalen 
Lernens (German version) by German (Baden-Württemberg) and European project 
partners. Global how? Facilitating Global Learning. A Trainer's Manual (English version) 

• 'global.patriots – exchanges, positions and stimulus on climate justice, biologic al and 
cultural diversity' (global.patrioten – Begegnungen, Positionen und Impulse zu 
Klimagerechtigkeit, Biologischer und Kultureller Vielfalt) by the Association of 
Education Initiatives in Lower Saxony (Verein Niedersächsischer Bildungsinit iat iven, 
VNB), the world views centre (Arbeitsstelle Weltbilder) and the IFAK institute for 
applied cultural research (Institut für angewandte Kulturforschung, IFAK) (publisher). 

  

https://www.weltweitwissen.net/
http://www.engagement-global.de/pfq-programm.html
http://www.engagement-global.de/pfq-programm.html
https://eineweltstadt.berlin/publikationen/broschuere-wirkt-so-oder-so/
https://eineweltstadt.berlin/publikationen/broschuere-wirkt-so-oder-so/
http://www.epiz-berlin.de/publications/handbuch-gl-fu%CC%88r-referent_innen/
https://docplayer.org/9761745-Globales-lernen-an-berliner-schulen.html
https://eineweltstadt.berlin/veranstaltungen/globales-lernen-an-berliner-schulen-ueberarbeitung-der-empfehlungsliste/
http://www.brot-fuer-die-welt.de/gemeinden/schulen/global-lernen/
https://www.weltinderschule.uni-bremen.de/fortbildungen.html
http://www.globaleslernen.de/sites/default/files/files/pages/handreichung_sozokoglob.pdf
http://www.globaleslernen.de/sites/default/files/files/pages/handreichung_sozokoglob.pdf
http://www.deab.de/fileadmin/user_upload/downloads/publikationen/bueker_hg_2016_global_how_handreichung_deutsch.pdf
http://www.deab.de/fileadmin/user_upload/downloads/publikationen/bueker_hg_2016_global_how_handreichung_deutsch.pdf
http://www.deab.de/aktuell/detail/global-how-facilitating-global-learning/
http://www.ven-nds.de/?view=article&id=1528:buch-global-patrioten-begegnungen-positionen-und-impulse-zu-klimagerechtigkeit-biologischer-und-kultureller-vielfalt
http://www.ven-nds.de/?view=article&id=1528:buch-global-patrioten-begegnungen-positionen-und-impulse-zu-klimagerechtigkeit-biologischer-und-kultureller-vielfalt
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Networks 
• National working group of One World regional networks (Arbeitsgemeinschaft der Eine 

Welt-Landesnetzwerke in Deutschland). Member organisations c arry out  education, 
information and project activities. 

• GloNet – national network for global education in vocational training (GloNet - 
bundesweite Vernetzung zu Globalem Lernen in der beruflichen Bildung). Includes 
network meetings for organisations that focus on global education in vocational 
training. 

• teamGLOBAL – peer education network for young communication multipliers (in 
German). Provides training programmes on globalisation to young people. 

• ESD (Education for Sustainable Development) Expert Net – Germany, India, Mexic o 
and South Africa. Brings together experts in one global network. They promote 
international dialogue on education for sustainable development and develop 
international approaches and strategies that they give back to Germany, India, Mexico 
and South Africa. 

Websites 

• Education service of the Federal Environment Ministry (Bundesumweltministerium) 
with resources for tackling environmental topics in lessons, 

• BNE compass (BNE-Kompass), an online database for non-formal learning initiatives in 
the area of education for sustainable development in Baden-Württemberg, 

• Global learning portal (Portal Globales Lernen) with information on educational 
material (teachers’ material on global learning, manuals), 

• Website of Engagement Global gGmbH with further training opportunities 
(Weiterbildung), 

• Website of Greenpeace with educational resources for teachers and educators 
(Bildungsmaterial), 

• 'Teachers online' website (Lehrer-Online) by Eduversum Verlag publishing house with 
background information and teaching resources on education for sustainable 
development for all subjects/schools, 

• Portal of the UNESCO Global Action Programme Education for Sustainable 
Development (Bildung für nachhaltige Entwicklung) with teaching and learning 
material on Education for Sustainable Development, 

• Website of the Federation of German Consumer Organisations (Verbraucherzentrale 
Bundesverband) with information on sustainable consumption and globalisation. 

Youth-targeted information campaigns on global issues 

The federal government and the federal states fund or support many different campaigns 
and action days on global issues, for example by funding projects, as for example the 'My 
Climate Protection' campaign (Mein Klimaschutz) supported by the Federal Minist ry for 
Environment, Nature Conservation and Nuclear Safety (Bundesministerium für Umwelt , 
Naturschutz und nukleare Sicherheit, BMU). It includes an energy-saving champion 
competition (Energiesparmeister) for schools, which has been running sinc e 2009. The 
competition is for pupils, groups of pupils and school projects and recognises outstanding 
approaches to climate protection and energy efficiency. 

Schools, child day care centres, extracurricular partners and networks in North Rhine-
Westphalia can use the 'School of the future – education for sustainability' campaign 
(Schule der Zukunft - Bildung für Nachhaltigkeit) (2016-2020) to raise awareness of 
issues that are relevant today and in the future. They can also teach ways of working 
that promote 'Gestaltungskompetenz' among children and young people (see 9.1 General 

http://agl-einewelt.de/eine-welt-landesnetzwerke
http://agl-einewelt.de/eine-welt-landesnetzwerke
http://www.epiz-berlin.de/vernetzung/glonet/
http://www.epiz-berlin.de/vernetzung/glonet/
http://teamglobal.de/
https://www.esd-expert.net/
https://www.esd-expert.net/
http://www.umwelt-im-unterricht.de/
http://www.bne-kompass.de/
http://www.globaleslernen.de/de/bildungsmaterialien
http://www.globaleslernen.de/de/bildungsmaterialien
http://www.engagement-global.de/weiterbildung.html
http://www.greenpeace.de/search/field_tags/Bildungsmaterial-601
https://www.lehrer-online.de/fokusthemen/dossier/do/bildung-fuer-nachhaltige-entwicklung/
https://www.lehrer-online.de/fokusthemen/dossier/do/bildung-fuer-nachhaltige-entwicklung/
https://www.bne-portal.de/de/lehrmaterialien
https://www.bne-portal.de/de/lehrmaterialien
https://www.verbraucherbildung.de/nachhaltiger-konsum-und-globalisierung
https://www.verbraucherbildung.de/nachhaltiger-konsum-und-globalisierung
http://www.energiesparmeister.de/wettbewerb/
http://www.schule-der-zukunft.nrw.de/
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context) and support partnerships and networking with many extracurricular partners. 
The campaign has been running in several phases since 2003. 
The Development education days in Saarland (Entwicklungspolitische Bildungstage im 
Saarland, EPOBITS) are for children and young people as well as for adults. Date for 
2020: 31 August – 31 October. Priority theme: Climate protection, focus on the UN 
Sustainable Development Goals 8 (Decent Work and Economic Growth) and 13 (Climate 
Action). 

Other campaigns and action days 

The national campaign 'Your day for Africa' (Dein Tag für Afrika) has been organised by 
the Aktion Tagwerk association in Germany since 2007. Instead of going to school, pupils 
in years 1 to 13 either spend a day working, help out with family and friends, organise 
sponsored runs or arrange activities such as bake sales or plays. The proceeds go to 
education projects in five African countries. Action day in 2020: 22 September. Akt ion 
Tagwerk's campaign partners for the mobile information visits are the federal 
government (Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development 
[Bundesministerium für wirtschaftliche Zusammenarbeit und Entwicklung], www.bmz.de) 
and the Federal State of North Rhine-Westphalia (ministry of federal, European and 
international affairs [Ministerium für Bundes- und Europaangelegenheiten, 
Internationales]). 
Every year on 20 November, Land of People (terre des hommes) carries out  a 'Change 
your perspective – street child for one day' campaign (Sichtwechsel – St raßenkind für 
einen Tag). Children and young people learn about the rights of minors and the living 
conditions of street children. 
Germany takes part in the Europe-wide Global Education Week (GEW). The events and 
campaigns help to make global education topics more visible. In Germany, the GEW is 
coordinated by the Information Centre Educational Mandate North-South 
(Informationsstelle Bildungsauftrag Nord-Süd) at the World University Service (WUS). 
2020: 16 to 20 November. Motto: It’s our world. Let’s TAKE ACTION!. The work of the 
Information Centre Educational Mandate North-South is funded by the federal 
government and states via the Funding Programme for Development Education in 
Germany (Förderprogramm Entwicklungspolitische Bildung, FEB) . 

Information providers 
See also Administration and Governance > Governance 

Under the EURODESK project, IJAB - International Youth Service of the Federal Republic  
of Germany (IJAB – Fachstelle für Internationale Jugendarbeit der Bundesrepublik 
Deutschland e.V.) informs and advises young people and experts on youth and expert  
exchanges. 

Engagement Global gGmbH – Service for Development Initiatives (Service für 
Entwicklungsinitiativen) is the point of contact for development polic y engagement  in 
Germany and abroad. It is the central body responsible for implementing the 
development policy information and education activities of the Federal Ministry for 
Economic Cooperation and Development (Bundesministerium für wirtschaftliche 
Zusammenarbeit und Entwicklung, BMZ). Engagement Global: 

• provides information on current projects and programmes, 
• advises individuals and groups on development policy projects and provides f inanc ial 

support, 
• provides needs-based training, 

• brings together people and institutions, 

• supports civic and community engagement, private stakeholders and organisations. 

http://www.nes-web.de/bildungsangebote/entwicklungspolitische-bildungstage/
http://www.nes-web.de/bildungsangebote/entwicklungspolitische-bildungstage/
http://www.aktion-tagwerk.de/
https://www.mbei.nrw/
https://www.mbei.nrw/
https://www.tdh.de/schule/strassenkind-fuer-einen-tag/
https://www.tdh.de/schule/strassenkind-fuer-einen-tag/
http://www.coe.int/en/web/north-south-centre/the-global-education-week
https://feb.engagement-global.de/
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/92-administration-and-governance-germany
https://ijab.de/projekte/eurodesk
https://www.ijab.de/was-wir-tun/mobilitaet-jugendinformation
https://www.ijab.de/was-wir-tun/mobilitaet-jugendinformation
https://www.engagement-global.de/
https://www.engagement-global.de/
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The Information Centre Educational Mandate North-South (Informationsstelle 
Bildungsauftrag Nord-Süd) at the World University Service networks and informs about  
development education activities and global education. It is a project by the federal 
states and the Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development 
(Bundesministerium für wirtschaftliche Zusammenarbeit und Entwicklung, BMZ). 

The Federal Agency for Civic Education (Bundeszentrale für polit isc he Bildung) and it s 
regional offices also provide information on global education. The key topic s are human 
rights, the environment, political education and sustainability. 

Other information platforms: 

• bmz.de – Information provided by the Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and 
Development (Bundesministerium für wirtschaftliche Zusammenarbeit und 
Entwicklung, BMZ) about global education in schools. 

• globaleslernen.de – Central portal for global education and education for sustainable 
development (joint project with EWIK – see Administration and Governance > 
Governance). 

• eine-welt-medien.de – One World media database (Eine-Welt-Medien) (EWIK project – 
see Administration and Governance > Governance). 

• eine-welt-unterrichtsmaterialien.de – Database of One World teaching resources 
(EWIK project – see Administration and Governance > Governance). 

• bne-portal.de – Portal of the German Commission for UNESCO with information on the 
UNESCO Global Action Programme “Education for Sustainable Development”. 

• bund.net – Information provided by Friends of the Earth Germany (BUND für Umwelt  
und Naturschutz Deutschland) for young people; includes curricular and 
extracurricular programmes on environmental topics and issues in the globalised 
world. 

• eineweltblabla.de – 'OneWorldBlahBlah' youth portal (EineWeltBlaBla) on sustainability 
(EWIK project – see Administration and Governance > Governance). 

• 17ziele.de – Engagement Global project on the Sustainable Development Goals of the 
United Nations. 

• lernplattform-nachhaltige-entwicklungsziele.de – Education platform provided by eight  
German development policy organisations with educational materials and informat ion 
on education services relating to the Sustainable Development Goals. 

• sherpa-bne.org – Internet site of the German-Polish Youth Office (Deutsch-Polnisches 
Jugendwerk) on education for sustainable development and its integration into 
international youth exchanges. 

• naturdetektive.de – Interactive multimedia platform by the Federal Agency for Nature 
Conservation (Bundesamt für Naturschutz) with lesson materials for teachers on 
environmental issues and biodiversity. 

Information in the federal states about global education and education for sustainable 
development: 

• bne-sachsen.de – Services and information about global education and education for 
sustainable development in Saxony 

• bne-bw.de – Services and information about global education and education for 
sustainable development in Baden-Württemberg 

• globolog.net – Portal with services and information about global education in Lower 
Saxony and Bremen 

• Schleswig-Holstein: Roadmap and information on global development issues 

  

http://www.wusgermany.de/de/globales-lernen/informationsstelle-bildungsauftrag-nord-sued
http://www.wusgermany.de/de/globales-lernen/informationsstelle-bildungsauftrag-nord-sued
http://www.bpb.de/
http://www.bmz.de/de/ministerium/wege/inlandsarbeit/globales_lernen/index.html
http://www.globaleslernen.de/
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/92-administration-and-governance-germany#121
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/92-administration-and-governance-germany#121
http://www.eine-welt-unterrichtsmaterialien.de/
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/92-administration-and-governance-germany#121
http://www.eine-welt-unterrichtsmaterialien.de/einewelt/index.html
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/92-administration-and-governance-germany#121
http://www.bne-portal.de/
http://www.bund.net/bund-tipps/natur-erfahren/umweltbildung/jugendliche/
http://eineweltblabla.de/
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/92-administration-and-governance-germany#121
https://17ziele.de/
http://www.lernplattform-nachhaltige-entwicklungsziele.de/
https://sherpa-bne.org/
http://www.naturdetektive.de/
http://www.bne-sachsen.de/
https://www.bne-bw.de/startseite.html
http://www.globolog.net/
https://www.wusgermany.de/de/globales-lernen/europaeische-datenbank-globales-lernen-englob/daarade-wegweiser-fuer-globales-lernen-schleswig-holstein
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Key initiatives 
With the German Climate Initiative (Nationale Klimaschutzinitiative, NKI), the Federal 
Ministry for Environment, Nature Conservation and Nuclear Safety (Bundesministerium 
für Umwelt, Naturschutz und nukleare Sicherheit, BMU) has been initiat ing and funding 
climate protection projects in schools and other educational institutions since 2008, 
including: 

• 'Climate representatives in schools' project (Klima-Schülervertreter). The 
representatives organise climate protection campaigns and projec ts to reduce their 
school's greenhouse gas emissions. 

• 'Class climate' project (Klasse Klima – heißkalt erwischt). The project int roduces the 
topic of climate protection in secondary schools. Young volunteers from the Youth of 
BUND (BUNDjugend), Youth Association for the Protection of Nature 
(Naturschutzjugend) and German Young Naturefriends (Naturfreundejugend) try a 
green lifestyle with pupils in years 5 to 10 and motivate them to adopt a more 
sustainable way of living. 

• Climate Art School project (KlimaKunstSchule). Reinforces climate- and resource-
friendly actions by school pupils in their living environments and promotes active 
support for climate protection. 

The German Action Days on Sustainability (Deutsche Aktionstage Nachhaltigkeit ) were 
launched by the Council for Sustainable Development (Rat für Nachhaltige Entwicklung) 
in 2012. They raise awareness of sustainable development across Germany. The 
activities planned for 2020 are listed here. Action days on sustainability also take place in 
the individual federal states. 

Focusing on 'From knowledge to sustainable action', the Federal Minist ry of Education 
and Research (Bundesministerium für Bildung und Forschung, BMBF) funds the annual 
Federal Environment Competition (Bundesumweltwettbewerb). This is a projec t -based 
contest for young people and young adults aged between 10 and 20. The aim is to 
encourage talented young individuals interested in the environment, sustainabilit y and 
society. The winners receive cash and non-cash prizes (total value approx. 25,000 
euros). 

The All for One World – One World for all (Alle für Eine Welt – Eine Welt für alle) sc hool 
competition on development policy run by the Federal President (Bundespräsident) and 
the Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development (Bundesministerium für 
wirtschaftliche Zusammenarbeit und Entwicklung, BMZ) aims to teach pupils about global 
diversity and sustainable action. It is held every two years, The motto of the 2019/2020 
edition (deadline for submissions: 2 March 2020) was: “My, your, our future!? Global 
codetermination – Local action” (“Meine, deine, unsere Zukunft!? Globales Mitbestimmen 
– Lokales Handeln”. The competitions in 2017/18 attracted 516 submissions from around 
32 000 students. More than 150 pupils were awarded cash prizes for their classes or 
schools. Since 2015, the school competition has been accompanied by the song c ontest 
'Your song for ONE WORLD' (Dein Song für EINE WELT!). 
During the intercultural week (Interkulturelle Woche) (2019: 22 to 29 September), 
various events and initiatives provide information about integration, diversity and 
tolerance. Motto: Live together, grow together (“Zusammen leben, zusammen 
wachsen”). The week is an initiative by the German Bishops' Conference (Deutsche 
Bischofskonferenz, DBK), the Evangelical Church in Germany (Evangelische Kirche in 
Deutschland, EKD) and the Greek Orthodox Church in Germany (Griechisc h-Orthodoxe 
Metropolie) and has been running since 1975. 
The CHAT of the WORLDS (Chat der Welten) is for all pupils at all schools. It  c ombines 
global education with digital media to promote dialogue between pupils from the Global 
North and the Global South. The federal states of Baden-Württemberg, Brandenburg, 

https://www.bmu.de/themen/klima-energie/klimaschutz/klimaschutzinitiative/nationale-klimaschutzinitiative/
https://www.bmu.de/pressemitteilung/neues-bmub-projekt-unterstuetzt-schuelerinnen-und-schueler-beim-klimaschutz/
https://klasse-klima.de/
http://klimakunstschule.bildungscent.de/
http://www.tatenfuermorgen.de/
https://www.tatenfuermorgen.de/deutsche-aktionstage-nachhaltigkeit/aktionen/
https://www.bmbf.de/de/bundesumweltwettbewerb-887.html
http://www.eineweltfueralle.de/
http://www.interkulturellewoche.de/
https://chat.engagement-global.de/
https://chat.engagement-global.de/machen-sie-mit.html
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Mecklenburg-Western Pomerania, North Rhine-Westphalia, Saarland and Thuringia take 
part in the CHAT of the WORLDS. 

9.5 Green volunteering, production and consumption 
Green volunteering 
The Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth 
(Bundesministerium für Familie, Senioren, Frauen und Jugend, BMFSFJ) funds volunteer 
programmes, including ones in ecological areas. BMFSFJ funds the Federal Volunteer 
Service (Bundesfreiwilligendienst, BFD), which can be environment-related, and the 
Voluntary Ecological Year (Freiwilliges Ökologisches Jahr, FÖJ). The Voluntary Ecological 
Year can be in the area of conservation, environmental protection or environmental 
education. It is managed at a federal state level. The organisations providing the 
volunteer programmes are mostly youth, environment (protection) and nature 
(conservation) associations or church organisations. They are recognised places of work 
for the Voluntary Ecological Year. The Voluntary Ecological Year can also be done abroad. 

Information on BFD and FÖJ can be found under Voluntary activities 

Environmental activities are often included and even the focus of international 
workcamps in Germany and abroad and are paid for from public funds (Child and Youth 
Plan of the federation [Kinder- und Jugendplan des Bundes], regional youth plans 
[Landesjugendpläne]). At the workcamps, young people from different  c ountries work 
together in small groups on a charitable project. The camps are between two and four 
weeks long. 

Green production and consumption 
The federal government and the federal states fund programmes, initiatives and projec ts 
to promote sustainable production and consumption. The ministries for education, 
nutrition, agriculture, energy, environment, transport and consumer protection are 
responsible at a national and state level. 
In 2016, the federal government adopted a National Programme for Sustainable 
Consumption (Nationales Programm für nachhaltigen Konsum) as part of its general 
strategy to improve sustainability. 
• Aim: To improve sustainable consumption in households, mobility, nutrition, office and 

work, clothing, tourism and leisure time and educate consumers by providing more 
information. 

• Target group: All parts of the population, including children and young people. 

• Key programmes/outcomes: Programmes and campaigns on sustainable consumpt ion 
and awareness-building. 

• Funding: Federal government. 

Examples of government-supported/implemented projects 
Competition: “Let’s do this” (“Lass ma machen”) 

• Aims: To motivate young people to come up with ideas for sustainable everyday 
consumption and for reaching climate goals, and to encourage others to join in. 

• Target group: Young people aged 14 to 26. 

• Key programmes/outcomes: The three most interesting submissions in the categories 
“Creativity”, “Replication potential” and “Ecological relevance” will receive support so 
they can be implemented and scaled up. 

• Funding: Federal Government (Federal Environment Agency/Umweltbundesamt). 

https://chat.engagement-global.de/machen-sie-mit.html
https://www.bundesfreiwilligendienst.de/
https://foej.de/traeger/
https://foej.de/traeger/
https://national-policies.eacea.ec.europa.eu/youthwiki/chapters/germany/2-voluntary-activities
http://www.workcamps.org/
http://www.workcamps.org/
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/glossary-germany
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/glossary-germany
https://www.bmu.de/fileadmin/Daten_BMU/Pools/Broschueren/nachhaltiger_konsum_broschuere_en_bf.pdf
https://www.bmu.de/fileadmin/Daten_BMU/Pools/Broschueren/nachhaltiger_konsum_broschuere_en_bf.pdf
https://www.bmu.de/fileadmin/Daten_BMU/Pools/Broschueren/nachhaltiger_konsum_broschuere_bf.pdf
https://lassmamachen.de/


Youth policies Germany – 2020  Youth Wiki 

313 

'Too good for the bin!' initiative (Zu gut für die Tonne!) of the Federal Minist ry of Food 
and Agriculture (Bundesministerium für Ernährung und Landwirtschaft, BMEL): 
• Aim: In part to bring attention to the value of food and the effects of being wasteful. 

The focus is on handling and storing food and leftovers. 
• Target group: All parts of the population, especially pupils in years 3 to 9 

(Schulmaterialien, Informationen). 
• Key programmes/outcomes: Programmes and campaigns to reduce food loss and 

waste. 

• Funding: Federal government. 

'Interfaces – education on sustainable consumption' project (SchnittStellen – 
Bildungprojekt zum nachhaltigen Konsum) of the youth and education foundation 
(Stiftung Jugend und Bildung) 

• Aim: To bring attention to the importance of taking collective responsibility in a global 
world through engagement with the topic of supply and value chains. 

• Target group: Teachers and young people. 
• Key programmes/outcomes: Creation of teaching resources for use in schools and 

non-formal education. 
• Funding: Federal government. 

Sustainable swaps game 'Meat or bicycle?' (Fleisch oder Fahrrad?) by the German Youth 
Hostel Association (Deutsches Jugendherbergswerk, DJH) and the Council for Sustainable 
Development (Rat für Nachhaltige Entwicklung) 

• Aim: To get young people to think about sustainable consumption. 

• Target group: Young people aged 14 to 19. 
• Key programmes/outcomes: 90 youth hostels across Germany have integrated the 

game into their education programme and introduce young people to the issue. 
• Funding: Federal government, DJH funds. 

'Conscientious living' project (WELTbewusst erLEBEN) by the Youth of BUND 
(BUNDjugend) 

• Aim: To raise young people's awareness of sustainable lifestyles and get them 
interested in collaborative alternatives. 

• Target group: Young people between 18 and 30. 

• Key programmes/outcomes: Events were organised across Germany between June 
2014 and May 2016. Additionally, volunteers could attend intra-regional further 
training workshops and take part in networking and exchange tandems with other 
towns and cities. An “activity box” with tips and tricks for organising one’s own 
activities was designed and is still on offer. 

• Funding: German Environment Agency (Umweltbundesamt, UBA). 

'Jam for all!' (Marmelade für Alle!) campaign by the Federation of Protestant Youth in 
Germany (Arbeitsgemeinschaft der Evangelischen Jugend in Deutschland) against food 
wastage 

• Aim: To raise awareness of the importance and value of food. 
• Target group: Interactive project for youth groups, children, cross-generational. 

• Key programmes/outcomes: At places where fruit remains unharvested, ask whether 
it can be taken for free and make jams, juices etc. for use in spare time, in seminars 
and group gatherings. Unused products are sold or swapped at fairs. 

https://www.zugutfuerdietonne.de/
https://www.zugutfuerdietonne.de/service/publikationen/schulmaterial/
https://www.lehrer-online.de/nc/fokusthemen/dossier/do/schnittstellen-globales-wirtschaften/
https://www.lehrer-online.de/nc/fokusthemen/dossier/do/schnittstellen-globales-wirtschaften/
https://www.nachhaltiger-warenkorb.de/material-und-aktionen/aktionsspiel/
https://www.weltbewusst.org/gruppe-vor-ort-finden/weltbewusst-erleben/
https://www.brot-fuer-die-welt.de/gemeinden/material/marmelade-fuer-alle/
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• Funding/support: Federal government, Bread for the World (Brot für die Welt). 
Federal states (Bundesländer) 

An initiative by churches, non-governmental organisations and contributors to One World 
work, the 'NRW mobile phone campaign' (Handy-Aktion NRW) collects old phones for 
proper recycling. People interested in taking part can hold their own c ollection drives – 
for example in the church community, in youth work, at school or at work. Free collection 
boxes, posters, flyers and other materials can be ordered. The proceeds from the 
campaign go to projects in South Africa, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, and the 
Philippines. The SÜDWIND Institute provides fact sheets on the effects of the ext raction 
of natural resources for use in mobile phones. 

The State Chancellery of Saarland (Staatskanzlei Saarland) initiated the sustainabilit y 
and information campaign 'Responsibility and sustainability – do your bit' (Verantwortung 
und Nachhaltigkeit. Mach mit!). Old mobile phones are collected to set an example about  
the conservation of natural resources. Target groups include all secondary schools, 
primary school years 3 and 4, other educational institutions, social, environmental, youth 
and senior citizen associations, cities and local communities, and other associations and 
institutions. 

Other contributors helping to motivate young people to support green produc tion and 
sustainable consumption can be found at the German portal on the UNESCO Global 
Action Programme on Education for Sustainable Development bne-portal.de. 

Further information on campaigns, initiatives and projects 

Global education website with information on campaigns related to global education. 

Database of the UN Decade Education for Sustainable Development with information 
about official decade projects and local communities and contributors to the decade 

Fridays for Future is a global social movement launched by school students to fight for as 
comprehensive, fast and effective a set of climate protection measures as possible, so as 
to achieve compliance with the 1.5 °C target agreed at the 2015 UN Climate Conference 
(COP 21) in Paris. In Germany, the Fridays for Future movement is recognised as an 
association of persons without legal capacity and sees itself as a grassroots democ ratic 
movement. In response to the Coronavirus pandemic in 2020, Fridays for Future init ially 
cancelled all public climate strikes and demonstrations and moved its activities online. 

9.6 Intercontinental youth work and development 
cooperation 
Intercontinental youth work cooperation 
International youth work is enshrined in law in Article 11 of Book VIII of the Social Code 
– Child and Youth Services (Sozialgesetzbuch, Achtes Buch – Kinder-  und Jugendhilfe, 
SGB VIII) and, according to the Child and Youth Plan of the federation (Kinder- und 
Jugendplan des Bundes) forms an integral part of child and youth services. It offers 
learning spaces in which young people and experts from various countries c an c onnect 
with one another and exchange experiences. International youth work is to promote 
mutual understanding, tolerance and openness, as well as intercultural learning, the 
assumption of responsibility, civic commitment and foreign language skills. 
Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth 
(Bundesministerium für Familie, Senioren, Frauen und Jugend, BMFSFJ) 

BMFSFJ is the national body responsible for international youth and expert  exchanges, 
including with countries outside of Europe. The funding instrument is the Child and Youth 
Plan of the federation (Kinder- und Jugendplan des Bundes, KJP). Funding is available to 
child and youth services organisations and their alliances at federal (nat ional) level for 
programmes to implement bilateral agreements, international agreements or EU 

http://handyaktion-nrw.de/
https://www.saarland.de/stk/DE/service/downloads/dld_brosch%C3%BCre-handykampagne-sl.html
https://www.saarland.de/stk/DE/service/downloads/dld_brosch%C3%BCre-handykampagne-sl.html
https://www.bne-portal.de/de/akteurskarte-2594.html
https://www.globaleslernen.de/de/veranstaltungen-und-aktionen-0
https://www.wusgermany.de/de/globales-lernen/informationsstelle-bildungsauftrag-nord-sued/bildungsangebote/thematische-linklisten/ende-der-bne-dekade/datenbank-der-un-dekade-bne-projekte
https://fridaysforfuture.de/
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/glossary-germany
http://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/sgb_8/index.html
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/glossary-germany
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/glossary-germany
https://www.bmfsfj.de/
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/glossary-germany
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regulations, or as part of the government's foreign cultural and educational policy in 
Germany or abroad, or for fixed-term activities, especially under mutually beneficial 
bilateral or multilateral programmes. The 2019 federal budget (KJP, title 684 01) 
provides means for international youth work programmes (Bundeshaushaltsplan 2019), 
thereof means for bilateral programmes, including programmes with e.g. China and 
Japan. 
• Programmes funded with countries outside of Europe 

German-Japanese exchange programme for young volunteers (Deutsch-Japanisches 
Austauschprogramm). Guiding theme in 2019: Social participation by young people. 

• Target group: Young volunteers between 18 and 26 (e.g. in the voluntary fire brigade, 
community, sports clubs, guides/scouts). 

• Activities: Visits to youth organisations, specialist talks, debate sessions with young 
volunteers in Japan (and in Germany on return visits), host family weekend. 

• Funding: KJP (special Japan programme), participants' own funds, the Japanese 
Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT). 

German-Japanese study programme for experts from child and youth services 
(Jugendpolitische Zusammenarbeit mit Japan). Guiding theme in 2019: Young people’s 
media use – Challenges and potential solutions. 

• Target group: Experts from child and youth services. 
• Activities: Expert talks, project visits and debate sessions in Japan (and in Germany 

on return visits), workshops to dig deeper into the topic, host family stay. 

• Funding: KJP (special Japan programme), participants' own funds, the Japanese 
Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT). 

German-Chinese expert exchange (Jugendpolitische Zusammenarbeit mit China). Guiding 
themes in 2019: 'Create equal living conditions and equal opportunities for young people' 
(programme in China), 'Raising environmental awareness among young people' 
(programme in Germany). 
• Target group: Experts from child and youth services. 

• Activities: Expert dialogue and development of collaborative projects. 

• Funding: KJP (special China programme), participants' own funds, the All-China Youth 
Federation. 

See also Administration and Governance > Cross-sectorial cooperation 

See also Youth Wiki > Youth Policy Governance > Cross-border cooperation in the youth 
field > International cooperation 

Federal Foreign Office (Auswärtiges Amt, AA) 

AA runs additional one-off programmes – for example, together with the Pedagogical 
Exchange Service Office (Pädagogischer Austauschdienst) – to support international 
youth exchange as part of Germany's foreign cultural and educational polic y. Specif ic 
regions and countries for which youth exchange programmes are given preferential 
backing: Afghanistan, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Australia, Belarus, Brazil, China, United 
Kingdom, India, Indonesia, Cuba, Mexico, Namibia, East Africa, Russia, Sri Lanka, South 
Africa, Ukraine, United States, Vietnam and Cyprus, as well as the countries in Southeast 
Europe. The federal states are responsible for international school exchanges. In 2020, 
3.975 million euros (2019: 4.075 million euros) were earmarked in the federal budget for 
exchanges between German and foreign youth groups in and outside of Germany (plan 
05 Federal Foreign Office, section 0504 Cultural relations with foreign countries, 
title 687 17). 

https://www.bmfsfj.de/blob/111964/2f7ae557daa0d2d8fe78f8a3f9569f21/richtlinien-kjp-2017-data.pdf
https://www.bmfsfj.de/blob/111964/2f7ae557daa0d2d8fe78f8a3f9569f21/richtlinien-kjp-2017-data.pdf
https://www.bundeshaushalt.de/#/2020/soll/ausgaben/einzelplan/17.html
http://www.jdzb.de/austauschprogramme/ehrenamtl/
http://www.jdzb.de/austauschprogramme/ehrenamtl/
https://www.ijab.de/japan/
https://www.ijab.de/china/
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/92-administration-and-governance-germany#122
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/18-cross-border-cooperation-germany#122
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/18-cross-border-cooperation-germany#122
https://www.auswaertiges-amt.de/en/aussenpolitik/themen/kulturdialog
http://dip21.bundestag.de/dip21/btd/18/099/1809924.pdf
https://www.bundeshaushalt.de/fileadmin/de.bundeshaushalt/content_de/dokumente/2020/soll/Epl_Gesamt_mit_HG_und_Vorspann.pdf
https://www.bundeshaushalt.de/fileadmin/de.bundeshaushalt/content_de/dokumente/2020/soll/Epl_Gesamt_mit_HG_und_Vorspann.pdf
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Additionally, since 2011, the Federal Foreign Office has been supporting the process of 
democratisation in the Arab world as part of a transformation partnership 
(Transformationspartnerschaft). Priority countries: Tunisia, Morocco, Libya, Lebanon, 
Jordan, Yemen, Iraq and Egypt. Funding is also available for youth and expert exchanges 
in the area of youth (welfare) services. 

The Federal Foreign Office also funds the 'kulturweit' international cultural voluntary 
service. See also Voluntary Activities > Cross-Border Mobility Programmes > Other 
Programmes 

The foundation for exchanges between east and west (Stiftung West-Östliche 
Begegnungen) promotes international understanding and peace by intensifying and 
expanding good neighbourly relations and contacts between Germans and people from 
the foundation's partner countries. These are: Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Estonia, 
Georgia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Latvia, Lithuania, Moldova, Russia, Tajikistan, 
Turkmenistan, Ukraine and Uzbekistan. Funding priorities: School exchanges and school 
partnerships, youth exchanges, art and culture, bringing citizens together and social and 
humanitarian aid. The foundation receives funding from the Federal Foreign Office. 

Development cooperation activities 

The Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development (Bundesministerium für 
wirtschaftliche Zusammenarbeit und Entwicklung, BMZ) funds a range of programmes, 
including formal and non-formal development policy information and education activities, 
development exchanges and volunteer programmes, and development projects by 
private German organisations. A key target group is young people. Funds have been 
earmarked in the federal budget 2020 [plan 23 Federal Ministry for Economic 
Cooperation and Development]: 

• Development policy education funding: 45 million euros. 
• Development policy exchanges and volunteer programmes: 47 million euros. 

• Funding for development-related projects by private German organisations: 
301 million euros. 

Engagement Global gGmbH – Service for Development Initiatives (Service für 
Entwicklungsinitiativen) is the central body responsible for implementing the BMZ 
development policy information and education activities. See 9.4 Information providers 

Programmes looked after by Engagement Global: 

• Programme for Action Groups (Aktionsgruppenprogramm, AGP) – Funding for small 
projects on development policy information and education activities The AGP 
programme awards grants of up to 2 000 euros to help people in schools and 
initiatives wishing to broaden and pass on their knowledge of One World 
interconnectedness. Target group: Schools, child day care centres, action groups and 
volunteer initiatives that focus on development policy topics. 

• School Exchange Programme for Development Education (Entwicklungspolitisches 
Schulaustauschprogramm, ENSA) ENSA provides advice and funding for school 
partnerships between secondary schools in Germany and countries in Africa, Asia, 
Latin America and Southeast Europe. Target group: Young people aged 14 and over 
from secondary schools in Germany and the partner countries. 

• 'weltwärts' – development volunteer programme weltwärts was launched in Germany 
in 2008. Placements can be in developing or emerging countries (weltwärts 
Einsatzländer). Focus areas/topics: Education, work with children and young people, 
environment and health, environmental protection and animal welfare, agriculture, 
human rights, democracy and peace. Target group: Young people between 18 and 28. 
An incoming mechanism called the 'South-North exchange' (Süd-Nord-Komponente) 
was also introduced in 2013. Young people from the Global South take part in 

https://www.auswaertiges-amt.de/de/aussenpolitik/regionaleschwerpunkte/nahermittlererosten/transformationspartnerschaft/203878
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/26-cross-border-mobility-programmes-germany#122
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/26-cross-border-mobility-programmes-germany#122
http://www.stiftung-woeb.de/
http://www.stiftung-woeb.de/
https://www.bundeshaushalt.de/fileadmin/de.bundeshaushalt/content_de/dokumente/2020/soll/Epl_Gesamt_mit_HG_und_Vorspann.pdf
https://www.engagement-global.de/
https://www.engagement-global.de/
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/94-raising-awareness-about-global-issues-germany#123
https://www.engagement-global.de/agp-aktionsgruppenprogramm.html
https://ensa.engagement-global.de/
https://ensa.engagement-global.de/
http://www.weltw%C3%A4rts.de/
http://www.weltwaerts.de/de/wohin-geht-es-mit-weltwaerts.html
http://www.weltwaerts.de/de/wohin-geht-es-mit-weltwaerts.html
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volunteer programmes in Germany. See also Voluntary Activities > Cross-Border 
Mobility Programmes > Other Programmes 

• Funding line: 'weltwärts – extracurricular exchange projects in the context of Agenda 
2030' (weltwärts – Außerschulische Begegnungsprojekte im Kontext der Agenda 2030) 
Launched as part of the African-German Youth Initiative (Deutsch-Afrikanischen 
Jugendinitiative) in 2016. The aim is to promote international youth work and global 
education on development policy and encourage dialogue on sustainability goals. Key 
areas: Youth exchange, support projects, pilot projects. Priority countries in the pilot  
phase (until 2019): Benin, South Africa and Tanzania. Target group: Young people 
aged 16 to 30. 

• Work and Study Exchanges programme (ASA-Programm) This programme funds 
project placements in countries in Africa, Asia, Latin America and Southeast Europe, 
as well as seminars on diversity and conflict resolution skills and group and project 
work methods. The ASA network invites all participants to ref lect on their personal 
learning processes. ASA includes a basic programme for students and young 
professionals as well as special programmes. Participants receive partial funding. 
Target group: For young Germans aged between 21 and 30; young people (up to the 
age of 35) from countries in the Global South (north-south tandems go through the 
seminar, project and reflection phase jointly; the project phase includes a plac ement 
in Germany and a stay in the home country of the participant from the Global South). 
The ASA programme works with a range of partners, including international 
cooperation and civic organisations, community stakeholders, companies and 
commercial organisations, and universities. 

Bread for the World (Brot für die Welt) funds ecumenical exchange programmes 
(ökumenische Begegungsprogramme) between partnership groups (north-south and 
south-north), provided the programmes are integrated into long-term development policy 
education programmes. Bread for the World is funded by BMZ, donations and c ollection 
proceeds, as well as by the Churches' Development Service (Kirchlicher 
Entwicklungsdienst). 

Federal states (Bundesländer) 

Development cooperation is the responsibility of the federal government and the 16 
federal states. They maintain diverse development policy relations and promote the 
implementation of Agenda 2030 for sustainable development through partnerships with 
cities, regions and countries in Africa, Asia and Latin America. Overview of development 
policy relations of the German federal states, contacts and responsible institutions 
(Deutsche Länder in der Entwicklungspolitik). 
Examples of youth programmes: 

• Programme: 'Youth for development cooperation' (Jugend für 
Entwicklungszusammenarbeit) in Brandenburg. Aim: Education and work projec ts in 
Africa, Asia or Latin America to meet young people and engage in dialogue. Target 
group: Young people between 18 and 27. Activities: Help with development or 
charitable projects. Funding: Federal State of Brandenburg. Individuals living in 
Brandenburg can apply. 

• Programme: NRW peace service (Konkreter Friedensdienst NRW) Aim: To st rengthen 
social awareness and look at global development disparities. Target group: Young 
people between 18 and 25 (in exceptional cases up to 27) living in North Rhine-
Westphalia. Activities: Project placements in a range of areas, from helping street 
children to working in a rural hospital to working with children with disabilities. 
Funding: Federal State of North Rhine-Westphalia. 

• Programme: School partnerships as part of the twinning agreement between 
Rhineland-Palatinate and Rwanda (Schülerreisen nach Ruanda) Aim: Exchanges 
between Rwandan and German pupils and a change of perspective. Target group: 
Pupils aged 14 and above. Activities: Project day at/with the partner school, dialogue 

https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/26-cross-border-mobility-programmes-germany#122
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/26-cross-border-mobility-programmes-germany#122
https://daj.engagement-global.de/jugendaustausch-ausbauen-und-qualitaet-foerdern.html
https://daj.engagement-global.de/
https://daj.engagement-global.de/
https://www.engagement-global.de/asa-programm.html
https://www.brot-fuer-die-welt.de/projekte/inlandsfoerderung/material/entwicklungspolitische-begegnungen/
http://info.brot-fuer-die-welt.de/inland/lernreisenpartnerschaftsreisen
https://ez-der-laender.de/index.php/bundesland
https://nord-sued-bruecken.de/jugend-fuer-entwicklungszusammenarbeit/
https://nord-sued-bruecken.de/jugend-fuer-entwicklungszusammenarbeit/
https://www.engagement-global.de/konkreter-friedensdienst-nrw-projektgruppe.html
http://rwa.rlp-ruanda.de/de/partnerschaft-aktiv/reisen-nach-ruanda/schuelerreisen/
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on related programme items. Funding: Federal State of Rhineland-Palatinate from the 
exchange budget of the Rhineland-Palatinate Ministry of the Interior (Ministerium des 
Innern). Grant for German pupils visiting Rwanda: 200 euros per person. 

Development policy work in Germany 
Development policy work in Germany is also funded by the federal states, e.g. by Baden-
Württemberg through the through a support programme for development policy 
education projects by the name of bwirkt! (Förderprogramm bwirkt!) and by Bavaria 
(environment education/education for sustainable development) (Umweltbildung/Bildung 
für nachhaltige Entwicklung). 

Development policy education days take place annually in each federal state, e.g. 
• Saarland development policy education days (EPOBITS). 2020: 1 September to 2 

October. An interactive programme of activities lasting several weeks. One World 
topics and engagement for a more peaceful, just and sustainable global c ommunity 
are presented to the wider public. 

• Brandenburg development policy education and information days (BREBIT). 2020: 12 
February in Berlin. Specifically for children and young people to teach the knowledge 
and skills needed to think globally and act locally. 

• Saxony development policy education days (SEBIT). 2019: 1 to 30 November. Target  
group: School classes, youth groups, adult groups, educators, general public. The 
events in 2019 focus on global economic structures (“Ökonomie - weltweit 
wirtschaften”). In future, SEBIT plans to phase out school events and instead focus 
mainly on events for adults. The aim is to strengthen development education for 
adults in Saxony. School events will be managed largely by aha-anders handeln 
e.V./Bildungsstelle Globales Lernen. 

• Thuringia development policy education days (THEBIT). Take place every year. 
Provide a range of educational events spread over the year for global education in 
schools and in non-formal education. 

9.7 Current debates and reforms 
Forthcoming policy developments 
The Coronavirus pandemic presents major challenges for the European and internat ional 
youth work community given that since March 2020, in-person exchanges have been 
subject to severe restrictions. IJAB is working to develop viable formats, methods and 
instruments that are suitable for use in international youth work activities in the c urrent  
circumstances. (Overview of these activities) 
Special programme for child and youth work and education (Sonderprogramm Kinder- 
und Jugendarbeit und -bildung) Owing to the Coronavirus pandemic, youth hostels and 
youth education centres have experienced major financial losses. The Federal Youth 
Ministry (Bundesjugendministerium) has launched a special programme worth 100 
million euros to support not-for-profit child and youth education and child and youth work 
institutions that are in financial difficulties owing to the pandemic. 

By signing a joint declaration in Beijing on 24 May 2017, the governments of the People's 
Republic of China and the Federal Republic of Germany committed their respective 
countries to establishing a high-level dialogue to promote and support cultural and social 
exchange. The new dialogue between civil society concentrates on the areas of 
education, culture, society, language, media, sport and youth. The dialogue takes plac e 
at the highest political level and is an important platform to increase the visibilit y of the 
Chinese-German youth and expert exchange and to broaden the base of youth polic y 
collaboration between China and Germany. 

https://www.sez.de/themen/bwirkt
https://www.umweltbildung.bayern.de/idee/index.htm
https://www.umweltbildung.bayern.de/idee/index.htm
http://www.nes-web.de/bildungsangebote/entwicklungspolitische-bildungstage/
http://www.brebit.org/Was-ist-BREBIT/Ueber-uns
https://sebit.info/
https://www.aha-bildung.de/
https://www.aha-bildung.de/
http://www.ewnt.de/index.php/projekte/thueringer-entwicklungspolitische-bildungtage
https://ijab.de/themen/coronavirus
https://www.bmfsfj.de/bmfsfj/richtlinie-fuer-das--sonderprogramm-kinder--und-jugendbildung--kinder--und-jugendarbeit-/159726
https://www.bmfsfj.de/bmfsfj/richtlinie-fuer-das--sonderprogramm-kinder--und-jugendbildung--kinder--und-jugendarbeit-/159726
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The latest initiative to promote international exchange between young people is the 
African-German Youth Initiative (Deutsch-Afrikanische Jugendinitiative, DAJ). DAJ is a 
political initiative by Engagement Global on behalf of the Federal Minist ry for Ec onomic  
Cooperation and Development (Bundesministerium für wirtschaftliche Entwicklung und 
Zusammenarbeit, BMZ). Launched in 2016, it strengthens exchanges between young 
people from African countries and Germany. The new funding line 'weltwärts – 
extracurricular exchange projects for young people in the context of Agenda 2030' 
(weltwärts – Außerschulische Begegnungsprojekte für junge Menschen im Kontext  der 
Agenda 2030) was developed in conjunction with the African-German Youth Init iat ive. 
The Marshall Plan with Africa (Afrika und Europa - Neue Partnerschaft für Entwic klung, 
Frieden und Zukunft) submitted by BMZ proposes expanding the initiative into an 
Erasmus programme with Africa to promote youth exchange. 
The pilot phase of the 'South-North exchange' mechanism (Süd-Nord-Komponente) 
under the 'weltwärts' volunteer programme was extended until the end of 2019. It is 
being implemented together with the Federal Volunteer Service (Bundesfreiwilligendienst, 
BFD) of BMFSFJ. The 'South-North exchange' gives young people from the Global South 
the opportunity to take part in a volunteer programme in Germany. 

The German-Greek Youth Office (Deutsch-Griechisches Jugendwerk, DGJW), a Federal 
Government project along the lines of the German-Franco and German-Polish Youth 
Offices, seeks to strengthen relations between young Germans and Greeks and c reate 
greater understanding between the two groups. It is nearing completion, with an 
agreement to establish the Youth Office signed in July 2019 by State Secretaries Ant je 
Leendertse (Federal Foreign Office/Auswärtiges Amt) and Juliane Seifert (Federal Family 
Ministry/Bundesfamilienministerium) and Greece’s Secretary-General for Youth, Pafsanias 
Papageorgiou, in Berlin. Once further negotiations are concluded on the articles of 
association of the Youth Office, the German secretariat in Leipzig will start  operating as 
soon as possible. The location of the Greek secretariat is Thessaloniki. 
Information on developments in the area of international youth exchanges c an also be 
found in the Youth Wiki Chapter on Youth Policy Governance. 

Ongoing debates 
Current discourse on global issues in the area of youth policy mainly relates to the impact 
of the Coronavirus crisis, integration of young refugees, radicalisation of young people, 
extremism and racism, and climate protection. The killing of George Floyd, a black 
American citizen, by a white police officer on 25 May 2020 was instrumental in re-igniting 
the anti-racism debate and the decolonisation movement, also and especially among 
young people. The climate debate is dominated by the Fridays for Future movement , a 
grassroots demonstration and strike movement by and for school students. 

 

10. YOUTH WORK 

Today, youth work in Germany generally follows certain characterist ics and princ iples, 
including: 
• plurality of youth organisations, 

• volunteer work, 

• supported by youth work professionals, 

• activities are voluntary and oriented to the needs and interests of young. 
Child and youth work is carried out as part of the child and youth services system in 
Germany. Child and youth services generally cover all assistance, education and pastoral 
care services for children, young people and their families outside of school. 

https://daj.engagement-global.de/
http://www.bmz.de/de/mediathek/publikationen/reihen/infobroschueren_flyer/infobroschueren/Materialie310_Afrika_Marshallplan.pdf
http://www.bmz.de/de/mediathek/publikationen/reihen/infobroschueren_flyer/infobroschueren/Materialie310_Afrika_Marshallplan.pdf
http://www.weltwaerts.de/de/sued-nord-plaetze-anbieten.html
https://agorayouth.com/dgjw/
https://national-policies.eacea.ec.europa.eu/youthwiki/chapters/germany/1-youth-policy-governance
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Youth work covers a broad spectrum of services and rec reational ac tivit ies for young 
people. It is for all children and young people irrespective of their age, background, 
education, sex and – in particular – any problems they may have or which are attributed 
to them. 

Child and youth work is also a place that represents the interests of children and young 
people, for example by representing youth associations or the allianc es to which they 
belong in (local) political structures. 

Child and youth services, and therefore also youth work, is organised independently at  a 
local authority level. The federal (Bund) and state (Länder) governments only lay down 
general legal provisions regarding the need for child and youth services and the general 
goals these services must pursue. The majority of child and youth work is organised and 
financed at a local (Kommune), district (Landkreise) and town/city level. This result s in 
an array of organisational forms, services and structures. 

Participation is a recurring topic in child and youth work, not only in terms of how child 
and youth work can be structured participatively, but also in terms of how political 
participation by young people in their living environments (such as local participation 
processes or participation in youth services planning) can be increased and structured. 

Topics that have shifted into the focus of youth work as a result of social and legal 
changes are: the inclusion of young people with disability in child and youth work; young 
refugees in child and youth work; and the opportunities, limits and consequences of the 
digital revolution. 

10.1 General context 
Historical developments 
Understanding of both youth work in Germany and its central organisational and 
structural principles can be traced back to the late 19th century. As industrialisation 
gathered pace, it brought about changes in the social fabric (e.g. wage labour, growth of 
cities). Youth eventually came to be seen as a separate stage of life. With more free t ime 
on their hands, young people began to organise their own independent activities, such as 
the "bird of passage" youth movement (Wandervogelbewegung), or the newly 
established youth associations. But governmental organisations were also taking an 
interest in young people – above all to make sure that they were not acting against 
government interests. The first youth services were mainly directed at employed young 
men in urban areas and were designed to offer access to rewarding recreational 
activities. Welfare associations began to offer their own services, such as youth clubs, to 
combat antisocial behaviour and neglect amongst young people. The Weimar Republic  
(1919–1933) was a period of intense politicisation and marked the organisat ional high 
point for youth associations. The diversity of emerging new youth organisat ions gave 
young people plenty of opportunity to express their interests, e.g. in young worker's 
movements or the youth chapters of the trade unions. The number of youth 
organisations, associations and alliances increased greatly. 

This development was interrupted during the fascist Nazi regime (1933–1945). 
Independent youth associations were banned. The only youth organisations allowed by 
the state were the Nazi organizations Hitler Youth (Hitlerjugend) and the League of 
German Girls (Bund deutscher Mädel). The strong militaristic focus of these organisations 
was designed to indoctrinate young people into the National Socialist ideology. 
After 1945, there was a change in tack. For example, the ban on creating youth groups 
was lifted relatively quickly in the American sector and initiatives like the German Youth 
Activities Program were introduced to support the establishment of democratic 
structures, prevent political radicalisation amongst young people and provide recreational 
activities. Youth associations began to re-establish themselves and build on where they 
had left off before National Socialism. Open-door facilities (Häuser der offenen Tür) were 
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also created to reach young people who did not belong to associations. In the 1950/60s, 
youth work emerged in West Germany as a discrete guidance and education framework 
alongside the family and schooling. Educational approaches increasingly came to the 
forefront. The 1970s were dominated by a countermovement (e.g. the 
"Jugendzentrumsbewegung" youth centre movement). Young people fought for the right  
to have spaces unstructured by adults for their own activities. This resulted in the 
creation of youth centres led by the young people using them. At  the same t ime, from 
the 1970s onwards youth work expanded continually and reached new levels of 
professionalism. 

In East Germany, most young people were members of the only authorised youth 
organisation, the Free German Youth (Freie Deutsche Jugend, FDJ). FDJ toed the party 
and government lines. After German reunification in 1990, the former East Germany 
began to draw on the youth work structures in place in the western federal states. 
However, the landscape of youth organisations and youth services has changed 
somewhat in the 30 years since reunification. For example, the eastern states have fewer 
youth associations but more initiatives and clubs at a local level. 

Today, youth work in Germany generally follows these structural characteristics and 
principles: 

• A plurality of youth organisations enshrined in and supported by law, partly in 
response to National Socialism and the uniformity of youth organisations in the former 
East Germany. The variety of youth organisations increases young people's chances of 
finding activities that correspond to their ideals and interests. 

• Volunteer work plays a very important role in youth work. Historically, it has been an 
expression of the underlying principle of autonomy in youth work since its very 
beginnings. 

• Youth work is supported by around 30 000 youth work professionals nationwide. One 
of their tasks is to support volunteers. 

• Youth work is financed and structured primarily at a local authority level. 
• The activities are voluntary and oriented to the needs and interests of young people: 

Youth work by and for young people. 
• Some youth work services are provided by non-statutory organisations. Cooperation 

between statutory authorities and non-statutory organisations is enshrined in German 
law. 

In addition, youth work has been shaped since its beginnings by the push-and-pull of 
governmental interests and youth-led youth activities. Phases of political 
instrumentalisation interchange with periods of greater self-determination amongst 
young people. Even today, the struggle to balance government influence with youth 
autonomy continues. 

National definition or understanding of youth work 
Youth work is carried out as part of the child and youth services system in Germany. 
Child and youth services generally cover all education and care services for children, 
young people and their families outside of school. In addition to youth work, c hild and 
youth services provide things like childcare facilities (education and care of children aged 
0–6 years and of schoolchildren); socio-educational support services (Hilfen zur 
Erziehung) such as residential care or foster families; youth social work; youth assistance 
in the justice system; and child and youth protection services. The socio-educational 
support services in particular focus on problems faced by children and young people, 
such as difficulties in upbringing, domestic abuse and neglect, providing specific support 
for parents to help them (better) meet their parental responsibilities again. Youth social 
work aims to offer socio-educational assistance to young people from socially 
disadvantaged backgrounds to redress the balance or help them overcome individual 
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barriers. Such assistance can include school social work, support with vocational training, 
workplace integration and more. Youth work in Germany forms an independent  f ield of 
activity that is distinct from the socio-educational support services, youth social work and 
other areas of child and youth services. 

Youth work covers a broad spectrum of services and rec reational ac tivit ies for young 
people. It is for all children and young people irrespective of their age, background, 
education, sex and – in particular – any problems they may have or which are attributed 
to them. Youth work services are oriented to the interests of children and young people 
and do not primarily take place in spaces structured by adults. They offer room and 
opportunities for youth-led activities and processes of self-learning in educational 
contexts. Youth work is also a place that represents the interests of children and young 
people, for example by representing youth associations or the allianc es to which they 
belong in (local) political structures. As is the case with all services provided under Social 
Code Book VIII (SGB VIII), youth work is oriented to young people up to the age of 27. 
Youth work services are mainly used by young people between the ages of 10 and 17. 
Some services, such as play buses (Spielmobile), are offered specifically to children. 
Young people over the age of 27 also make use of youth work services. 

Youth work in Germany comprises two main areas: youth associations (verbandliche 
Jugendarbeit) and open youth work (offene Jugendarbeit: 

Youth associations can be organised in extremely diverse ways and are classed as such 
primarily on the basis of their similar historical roots, their members' (close or loose) ties 
to the association, and their orientation to specific values. Youth associations can be, for 
example, denominational, assisting (e.g. the German life saving assoc iation (Deutsche 
Lebensrettungsgesellschaft, DLRG)), cultural (e.g. rifle clubs), ecological, professional, 
trade union-based, or party-affiliated. Youth associations are often the youth chapters of 
their adult counterparts, e.g. the youth fire brigades, Protestant or Catholic youth 
associations, or the youth arm of the German civil service federation (Beamtenbund, 
dbb). Whilst many have a long history, other new youth associations are still being 
established today – such as youth-led migrant organisations 
(Migrantenjugendselbstorganisationen). The youth association groups 
(Jugendverbandsgruppen) at local authority level form the heart of most youth 
associations. These individual groups are often affiliated at the next organisational level 
up, whilst some are incorporated into the structures of an adult association. No data is 
available on exactly how many local youth association groups exist. 

Open youth work refers mainly to an approach that focusses on youth clubs with open-
door services as well as adventure playgrounds and play buses. The overriding purpose 
of open-door youth work is to provide activities that are open to all young people, 
irrespective of their social background or ideological convictions. The youth work services 
are free of charge (with a handful of exceptions) and not  t ied to any c ondit ions (e.g. 
membership). Open youth work activities aim to offer young people opportunities to 
pursue their interests and needs and gain self-directed experienc es in an environment  
that is not dominated by adults. These are typically youth clubs attended by children and 
young people in the afternoons and evenings who can spend their free time as they wish, 
for example meeting friends, relaxing, playing games or sport, engaging in creative or 
artistic activities, or asking for help with everyday issues. Young people cannot be forc ed 
to make use of specific youth clubs. Around 15 000 such youth work facilities and youth 
clubs exist across Germany at present. Statistically, this means that there are 129 
facilities for every approximately 100 000 young people aged 6–21. Youth work 
professionals work in around half of these. The other facilities are youth-led meeting 
places, often in rural areas, that offer young people a place to spend their free time 
together in an environment that is not structured by adults. 

Nowadays, the boundaries between these two areas (youth association work and open 
youth work) are often blurred. For example, some youth associations also offer meet ing 
spaces which are open to all children and young people, including non-members. Both 
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youth associations and youth clubs organise initiatives during school holidays (e.g. 
holiday and adventure travels or holiday recreation camps), to give another example. 
Child and youth services, and therefore also youth work, are subject to local self-
government. The federal (Bund) and state (Länder) governments (see 10.3) only lay 
down general legal provisions regarding the need for child and youth servic es and the 
general goals these services must pursue. The majority of youth work is organised and 
financed at local level. This results in a (sometimes confusing) array of organisat ional 
forms, services and structures – for example, which organisations are active where, how 
diverse the services are, or which services exist with what c onceptual foc us. Regular 
efforts are necessary at local and supra-local level to establish consensus on what 
constitutes the core of youth work, not least because this field covers such a wide range 
of subjects. Conferences and quality debates are held and diverse informat ion leaf let s 
and magazines published in pursuit of this goal. 

10.2 Administration and governance of youth work 
Governance 
Youth work, as defined in the previous section (open youth work and youth associations), 
has a complex structure of organisations and governance both on a horizontal and 
vertical level. It follows the triple-level structure of Germany's federal system – 
comprising the federal level (Bund), the state level (Länder), and the local level 
(Kommune) – with extensive rights of self-government guaranteed under constitutional 
law for authorities at all levels (see “Youth Policy Governance > Youth polic y dec ision-
making"). Moreover, in Germany's "dual welfare state" ("dualer Wohlfahrtsstaat", 
Tennstedt 1992), the structure is shaped at all levels by the parallel existence of 
governmental and non-governmental organisations. Non-governmental organisations 
that play a key role in youth work are the non-statutory organisations and the youth 
associations (see “Voluntary Activities > Administration and governance of youth 
volunteering"). Of most relevance to youth work is the local authority level. This is where 
most youth work services and activities are offered, coordinated and financed. 

Governmental structures 

At the local authority level, the local bodies responsible for child and youth services 
play a particularly important role. These are the rural districts (Landkreise) and urban 
districts (kreisfreie Städte), as well as municipalities municipalities (kreisangehörige 
Gemeinde) with their own local child and youth office (Jugendamt) under federal state 
law. In some cases, the municipalities themselves are directly responsible for youth 
work, even if they do not have their own local youth office. The local youth offices 
comprise two pillars: An administrative office (Jugendamtsverwaltung), which is 
responsible for the day-to-day running, and a youth services committee 
(Jugendhilfeausschuss), which discusses and adopts measures on basic issues relating to 
local child and youth services, including the structure of the services offered and financial 
support for youth work activities (see “Youth Policy Governance > Youth policy decision-
making"). Members of the youth services committee often include representatives of 
youth associations. The local youth office is in charge of planning, coordinating and 
supporting youth work facilities and associations, as well as for ongoing quality 
development and financing decisions (see “Support to youth work” and “Quality and 
innovation in youth work”). 
Many local child and youth offices as well as local authorities have a separate department 
or office to support local youth work activities (known as Jugendreferat/kommunale 
Jugendpflege). These positions in the local administrations assist young people with 
youth-led activities and support non-statutory youth work organisations and youth 
associations (Jugendverbände). Advisory services, training and networking are just some 
of the ways in which they achieve this. The functions performed by these offices can vary 
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greatly across the federal states. The local authorities also provide facilities for open 
youth work facilities and activities (e.g. youth clubs). 
The federal states (Länder) have two central responsibilities: defining a framework for 
youth work activities and providing organisations at the local level with expert and 
financial support assistance. The state parliaments (which have legislative powers in 
matters relating to child and youth services) and the respective state minist ries are the 
key authorities at federal state level. Each federal state adopts its own acts on c hild and 
youth services, which also contain rules relevant to youth work. In some states, separate 
laws on youth support services specify which child and youth work services and financ ial 
assistance are to be provided. In many cases, youth (support) plans (Jugendförderpläne) 
exist at federal state level as funding tools (see “Support to youth work > Funding”). 

Also at state level, youth offices (Landesjugendämter) perform important supporting and 
coordinating tasks for youth work. Like their local counterparts, the state youth off ices 
also consist of two pillars: an administrative office and the state youth services 
committee (Landesjugendhilfeausschuss), made up of politicians and experts who 
specialise in this field. In respect of youth work, the state youth offices act as consultants 
to practical training institutions and associations, provide training opportunities for youth 
work professionals and funding for youth residential training centres [see Art. 85(2) 
Social Code Book VIII (SGB VIII)] to name just a few examples. 

The major national organisation in the field of youth policy is the Federal Minist ry for 
Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth (Bundesministerium für Familie, 
Senioren, Frauen und Jugend, BMFSFJ). As the supreme federal authority, it  is the task 
of BMFSFJ to promote and provide funding wherever child and youth services carries 
supraregional significance and where, by its nature, it cannot be effectively supported by 
a federal state alone (Art. 83(1) SGB VIII). A central task of BMFSFJ is to draft  federal 
laws. Any federal laws that touch on the interests of the federal states require an 
authorising resolution of the Federal Council (Bundesrat) in addition. Whilst federal law-
making activities in recent years have not primarily focussed on youth work, they have 
had an impact on the field; for example, the 2012 Federal Child Protection Act 
(Bundeskinderschutzgesetz) which introduced a new law requiring persons who work with 
children and young people to present a Criminal Records Bureau check. 

BMFSFJ is also responsible for the Federal Child and Youth Plan (Kinder- und Jugendplan, 
KJP). This funding tool (see “Support to youth work > Funding”) provides financial 
assistance in particular for supraregional support structures and associations of open and 
associational youth work organisations as well as for specific projects designed to 
develop the field further. 

BMFSFJ is also responsible for delivering the federal government's Child and Youth 
Report (Kinder- und Jugendbericht) each parliamentary term, which looks at the c urrent 
situation of children and young people and the child and youth services offered. The 
report is written by an expert commission and rounds up empirical data, discussions and 
expert political opinions on alternating areas of focus. Past reports (e.g. 2006, 2012 and 
2017) have consistently devoted considerable attention to youth work. 

Non-statutory organisations 
Most open child and youth facilities (e.g. youth clubs) are run by non- statutory youth 
providers. Organisations active in associational youth work (see “General c ontext”) are 
also classed as non-statutory youth services organisations. Although most  youth work 
activities are state financed, these non-statutory organisations and associations do not  
fulfil a formal legal mandate nor do they see themselves as agencies responsible for 
implementing government policy. Rather, they work as independent and equal 
proponents of social policy alongside the state. The structure of the welfare state and 
thus of youth work is thus in equal measure the result of government policy and the 
influence of organisations and associations on the side of the non-statutory organisations 
and associations active in the field of youth work. 
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As Germany's federal state system began to take shape, non-statutory organisations, in 
particular the six recognised welfare associations (see “Voluntary Activities > 
Administration and governance of youth volunteering"), also developed associational 
structures at national, state and local level from the 19th century onwards. The internal 
structures vary between associations. The non-statutory organisations and associations 
generally fall into one of two groups (see “General context”): Either youth associations as 
providers of associational youth work; or organisations that provide facilit ies for open 
youth work activities. The latter includes an extremely diverse range of organisat ions, 
from church communities and the welfare associations to a broad range of initiatives. 

The non-statutory organisations and associations also play an important role at local 
level. In most cases, the local and district chapters of the associations provide facilit ies 
for open youth work activities and offer and co-finance associational youth work servic es 
(see “Support to youth work > Funding”). The associational structures at  higher levels 
(e.g. district, state, federal) provide administrative, legal and financial assistance for 
services at a local authority level, train youth work professionals and voluntary workers, 
and promote the ongoing development of expertise and content. The organisations and 
associations also represent the interests of their youth chapters or facilities externally – 
e.g. on committees – and thus actively contribute to organisational aspects. 

Youth associations in particular often have a vertical structure that extends beyond their 
involvement with associations and organisations. This can take the form of alliances 
between specific associations at a state and national level, e.g. rural youth Hesse 
(Hessische Landjugend) or rural youth Germany (Deutsche Landjugend). Alongside these 
are the youth councils (Jugendringe), which are voluntary alliances of various youth 
associations and organisations at a local authority, state and national level (Deutscher 
Bundesjugendring, DBJR). These structures also serve, on the one hand, to evolve the 
field of youth work internally on the basis of expert input and support and, on the other, 
to represent the interests of youth associations and young people externally. Along the 
same lines, alliances exist between the providers of open youth work fac ilit ies at  state 
level, such as the “open doors” association of North Rhine-Westphalia 
(Arbeitsgemeinschaft Offene Türen Nordrhein-Westfalen, AGOT NRW), or at national 
level, such as the federal association of open youth work (Bundesarbeit sgemeinschaft 
Offene Kinder- und Jugendeinrichtungen e. V., BAG OKJE). 

Cross-sectoral cooperation 
In 2018, the federal government set up an inter-ministerial working group for youth 
(“IMA Jugend”) headed by BMFSFJ to coordinate implementation of the federal 
government's Youth Strategy (Jugendstrategie der Bundesregierung) and c ooperation 
between various government departments. Other established forms of cooperation also 
exist between the federal states' education culture and youth ministries on the adopt ion 
of youth work-related positions, for instance a broad understanding of education with 
youth work as an integral component. To a certain extent, the youth services committees 
replicate this cooperative structure at the state level and the local level. The commit tees 
discuss matters relating to child and youth services as a whole. As such, they bring youth 
work into contact with other areas of child and youth services (see “General c ontext”). 
Further, the committees are supported in an advisory capacity by representatives of 
other systems, e.g. the education system or the police, with whom the committees 
cooperate. 

The overarching organisational and associational structures into which open youth work 
facilities are integrated or the adult organisations to which the youth associations or 
youth chapters belong can also be seen as cooperative structures. For example, the 
youth chapter of an association (e.g. a heritage society, the fire brigade, or a sports club) 
cooperates with its adult counterpart(s) and thus with organisations outside the f ield of 
youth work. 

Since youth work forms an integral part of child and youth services, the general child and 
youth services bodies can also be described as forums in which youth work c ooperates 
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with other child and youth services. Such cooperation formats include the alliance of 
state youth offices (Zusammenschluss der Landesjugendämter, BAG LJA) or the Child 
and Youth Welfare Association (Arbeitsgemeinschaft Kinder- und Jugendhilfe, AGJ), which 
is the central representative of institutions providing child and youth services and 
regularly issues positions and recommendations regarding youth services in general and 
youth work in particular. AGJ members include the youth associations (Jugendverbände) 
and youth councils (Jugendringe), the umbrella associations of non-statutory welfare 
organisations, professional bodies, the state youth authorities (Jugendbehörden der 
Länder) and state youth offices (Landesjugendämter). There are also allianc es between 
the welfare associations at local authority, state and national level (known as "leagues", 
plus the Federal Association of Non-Statutory Welfare (Bundesarbeitsgemeinschaft der 
Freien Wohlfahrtspflege, BAGFW). Further, the German Association for Public and Private 
Welfare (Deutscher Verein für öffentliche und private Fürsorge) is a joint forum for 
representatives of statutory and non-statutory welfare organisations that also provides 
expert input in the form of recommendations, position papers and training events. 

Last but not least, numerous youth work partnerships at local authority level with 
organisations from different sectors (e.g. schools, disability organisations, policy-makers) 
offer opportunities for active involvement in committees and urban dist ric t  projects or 
projects on civic education, for example. In this context, repeated warning is given 
against the dangers of using youth work for purposes that do not fall within its self-
identity, for instance where youth work providers cooperate with welfare-to-work 
services or the school education system (see 10.3). 
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10.3 Support to youth work 
Policy/legal framework 
According to Article 1 of Social Code Book VIII (SGB VIII), child and youth servic es and 
thus also youth work must help every young person make use of their right  to personal 
development and to become a responsible and socially competent individual. 
Furthermore youth work corresponds to the overarching values and principles laid down 
in the German constitution (Grundgesetz) (see “Youth Policy Governance > Target 
population of youth policy"). Articles 11 & 12 SGB VIII stipulate specific rules regarding 
youth work. Article 11 SGB VIII says that young people must be given ac cess to youth 
work needed to help their development. As such, there is an objective obligation on 
statutory child and youth services providers, i.e the local offices, to provide and/or 
finance youth work activities. However, there is no subjective legal entitlement by 
children, young people or families to such or certain services. 
The law divides providers of youth work services into three groups: 

• Youth associations, groups and initiatives, 

• Youth work organisations, 
• Statutory child and youth services providers (Art. 11(2) SGB VIII). 

The law also requires services to reflect the interests of young people, who should have a 
say in what and how services are structured, and that services should help to teach 
young people self-determination skills and motivate them to take social responsibility and 
get involved in social issues. Unlike with other youth services, the law does not  pinpoint  
specific target groups; instead, youth work activities are aimed at all young people (see 
“General context”). It does, however, explicitly mention that persons over the age of 27 
can also make use of certain youth work services. 

The law specifies the following key areas of youth work 

• Informal youth education in general, political, social, health-related, cultural, natural 
and technical subjects 

• Youth work in sport, games and social interaction 

• Youth work related to the working world, school and family 

• International youth work 

• Child and youth recreation and recuperation 
• Youth counselling (Art. 11(3) SGB VIII). 

Article 12 SGB VIII contains rules that apply specifically to associational youth 
work/youth work associations. These rules require statutory youth services providers to 
provide financial assistance to youth associations and (independent) youth groups. Here, 
too, the emphasis is on young peoples' agendas and their willingness to engage and take 
responsibility for the services. 
Many other rules in SGB VIII also apply to youth work, for instance on funding, local 
youth services planning (Jugendhilfeplanung) and quality development, or child 
protection. The same goes for the general provisions of Social Code Book X on Social and 
Administrative Procedures and Protection of Social Data (SGB X – 
Sozialverwaltungsverfahren und Sozialdatenschutz). 

http://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/sgb_8/
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/11-target-population-youth-policy-germany
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/11-target-population-youth-policy-germany
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/101-general-context-germany
http://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/sgb_10/
http://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/sgb_10/
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Each federal state adopts its own acts governing child and youth services, many of whic h 
contain regulations on youth work – such as on fundamental principles (e.g. its voluntary 
nature), state-specific focal areas (e.g. work with girls), the objec tives targeted (e.g. 
tolerance), or the combined effect of paid and volunteer workers. Numerous states have 
also introduced more detailed regulations in the form of specific laws on youth services or 
youth education, and in particular on youth work funding (overview of many of the 
relevant laws at Jugendhilfeportal). 
At the local level, local authority-issued (youth services) planning and directives 
determine how youth work is executed in practice. The importance at tached to youth 
work by the individual local authorities is the result of local traditions and the balance of 
power in local politics (cf. Grohs/Reiter 2017). 

Funding 
With local authorities the primary source of funding for facilities and activities in the f ield 
of youth work (open youth work and youth associations), the importance of the loc al 
authority level is clear. According to the financial report for education 
(Bildungsfinanzbericht), total public funding for youth and youth association work in 2017 
stood at around EUR 2.2 billion. Of this figure, 64% was provided by the local authorities, 
16% came from statutory authorities at state (Länder) level, and 20% from the federal 
(Bund) level [cf. Federal Statistics Office (Statistisches Bundesamt) 2018a]. The EU 
provides only a small amount of funding for youth work, some of which is used to finance 
state- and nationwide initiatives (cf. Pothmann 2011). 

Facilities and associations receive further funding in the form of donations from 
individuals, companies and foundations. Youth work organisations also earn money from 
sponsorship deals, renting rooms or equipment, and from participation or admission fees 
(e.g. for excursions and concerts). Membership fees are another sourc e of funding for 
youth associations (cf. Mairhofer 2019). 

Basic funding for open youth work facilities and youth associations is often provided at  
local authority level via the local youth offices and on the basis of decisions by the youth 
services committee. As such, it is heavily dependent on the budgets and priorities of the 
local authorities (Art. 11 & 79 SGB VIII). Funding from the federal government is 
channelled via the Federal Child and Youth Plan (Kinder- und Jugendplan, KJP). The 
government's aim with this funding tool is to encourage and promote overarching tasks 
in child and youth services. In the context of youth work, the KJP funds in particular 
nationwide structures of organisations, associations and professional bodies 
("Bundeszentrale Infrastruktur") , as well as special projects, such as pilot projec ts and 
their evaluation, expert events and international youth exchange programmes. Funding is 
allocated on the basis of a formal application and settlement process. 

Along the same lines, the federal states allot funding for open and assoc iational youth 
work activities on the basis of state youth funding plans (Landesjugendförderpläne), 
which cover funding for associational structures and facilities. The federal states also pick 
out thematic focal points in their funding initiatives, such as activities for young people 
from immigrant community families. State-level funding is also generally allocated on the 
basis of formal application and settlement processes. 
Grants are one of the main methods of obtaining funding. Whilst associations or facilit ies 
receive a contribution towards putting their youth work activities into practice, they have 
wide discretion over how the services are structured and implemented. But  the Law on 
youth services requires grant recipients to meet numerous criteria. Article 74(2) SGB VIII 
limits financial assistance to only those organisations that meet the specific criteria, that 
guarantee the funds will be used efficiently and for their intended purpose, that pursue 
charitable goals, themselves make an appropriate contribution, and promote the aims of 
the constitution (Grundgesetz). These rules are applied at local, state and national level. 
Article 74 SGB VIII also stipulates the instrument known as youth services services 
planning (Jugendhilfeplanung) as the definitive basis for funding decisions. The type and 

https://www.jugendhilfeportal.de/recht/gesetze-des-bundes-und-der-laender/
https://www.jugendhilfeportal.de/recht/gesetze-des-bundes-und-der-laender/
https://www.destatis.de/DE/Themen/Gesellschaft-Umwelt/Bildung-Forschung-Kultur/Bildungsfinanzen-Ausbildungsfoerderung/Publikationen/Downloads-Bildungsfinanzen/bildungsfinanzbericht-1023206187004.html
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amount of funding is decided at the discretion of the statutory authority and must  take 
the available budget into consideration (Art. 74(3) SGB VIII). 

Cooperation 
Cooperation between statutory authorities and non-statutory organisations, and between 
paid and voluntary workers is fundamental to youth work in Germany. 

Youth work includes other forms of cooperation between practitioners, academic s and 
politicians. One example is the network for intercultural youth organisation work and 
research (Netzwerk interkulturelle Jugendverbandsarbeit und 
Jugendverbandsarbeitsforschung), which aims to improve intercultural and racism 
awareness in associational youth work. Another example is the federal network for c hild 
and youth work (Bundesnetzwerk Kinder- und Jugendarbeit), established 2019, whic h at  
a general level aims to promote dialogue between academics and practitioners and 
encourage more research into youth work (see “Quality and innovation in youth work”). 

Youth work facilities also cooperate with numerous other organisations. On the one hand, 
youth work organisations are involved in various local networks and committees (such as 
community conferences, prevention networks and child protection networks). On the 
other hand, youth work organisations cooperate with one another and with a range of 
other organisations from the social and education sector. For example, some youth clubs 
offer integrative activities in cooperation with disability organisations. Numerous youth 
work associations and open youth work facilities cooperate with schools to provide after-
school childcare or all-day schooling. Current studies show that around one-third of youth 
work facilities are active in this area. Other frequent cooperation partners to youth work 
facilities and associations include the police, e.g. as part of crime prevention init iat ives; 
healthcare institutions and drug abuse counselling centres, e.g. as part of addiction 
prevention projects; and employment services, e.g. as part of joint init iat ives to assist 
with career entry, to name just a few (see “Administration and governance of youth 
work”). 
In individual cases, the various forms of cooperation (see examples above) can be 
established on the basis of (formalised) agreements. However, federal law c ontains no 
specific provisions regarding cooperation in the field of youth work. 
Literature: 

• Grohs, S., Reiter, R., 2017. Preventive services for children and young people in times 
of austerity. Is there still room for services if no subjective legal ent it lement exist s? 
(Vorbeugende Leistungen für Kinder und Jugendliche in Zeiten knapper Kassen. Bleibt  
noch Raum für Leistungen ohne subjektiven Rechtsanspruch?). In: Zeitschrift für 
Sozialreform 63 (2), pages 187–216. 

• Mairhofer, A., 2019. Funding for open child and youth work (Die Finanzierung der 
offenen Kinder- und Jugendarbeit). In: neue praxis (4), pages 304–330. 

• Pothmann, J., 2011. Child and youth work: Spending and financing (Ausgabenvolumen 
und Finanzierung der Kinder- und Jugendarbeit). In: EEO Enzyklopädie 
Erziehungswissenschaften. 

• Seckinger, M., Pluto, L., Peucker, C., van Santen, E., Gadow, T., 2016. Open child and 
youth work facilities. An empirical analysis (Einrichtungen der offenen Kinder- und 
Jugendarbeit. Eine empirische Bestandsaufnahme). Weinheim, Basel: Beltz Juventa. 

• Federal Statistics Office (Statistisches Bundesamt), 2018a. Financial report for 
education 2018 (Bildungsfinanzbericht 2018). Wiesbaden. 

  

https://www.dbjr.de/artikel/netzwerk-interkulturelle-jugendverbandsarbeit-und-forschung/
https://www.dbjr.de/artikel/netzwerk-interkulturelle-jugendverbandsarbeit-und-forschung/
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/104-quality-and-innovation-youth-work-germany
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/102-administration-and-governance-youth-work-germany
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/102-administration-and-governance-youth-work-germany
https://www.destatis.de/DE/Themen/Gesellschaft-Umwelt/Bildung-Forschung-Kultur/Bildungsfinanzen-Ausbildungsfoerderung/Publikationen/Downloads-Bildungsfinanzen/bildungsfinanzbericht-1023206187004.htm
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10.4 Quality and innovation in youth work 
Quality assurance 
Several aspects factor into the debate on what constitutes good quality child and youth 
work. These aspects range from ensuring a sufficient quantity of services, the preventive 
effects, safeguarding child protection, content and impact – such as promoting 
democratic values – to the educational benefits for young people. A c ent ral yardst ick 
used to assess the quality of youth work is to look at how they address the agendas, 
needs and experiences of young people and how relevant the services are for them. 
Article 11(1) of Social Code Book VIII (SGB VIII) requires youth work to appeal to the 
interests of young people. Academic papers on and framework concepts for youth work 
use this aspect as an integral quality element. Youth work is already oriented to young 
peoples' agendas. The voluntary nature of participation in youth work means that 
services must appeal to the interests and needs of young people – if they are not, young 
people will vote with their feet and simply not make use of the activities available. 
As a general rule, the quality of youth work is not safeguarded by way of youth work-
specific quality assurance and development programmes. There are no systematic 
national surveys on whether youth work meets the needs of children and young people 
or, for example, whether youth work lives up to its principles in practice. However, at the 
various political levels there are a number of institutionalised ways of influencing the 
structural quality of youth work and the ongoing professional development  of c hild and 
youth work. 
In terms of staffing quality, SGB VIII stipulates the employment of youth work 
professionals (Fachkräftegebot). This applies directly to personnel working in the loc al 
youth offices and indirectly to the staff of non-statutory organisations. The implement ing 
acts in the federal states specify which criteria must be met by paid workers involved in 
the provision of child and youth services – which also includes youth work. Employees 
must demonstrate personal suitability and have the relevant training qualif ic ations. As 
the bodies with overarching responsibility for the activities and services provided as part  
of child and youth services, the local youth offices have a responsibility to employ 
appropriately trained staff and to safeguard the overall quality of child and youth 
services. The SGB VIII requirement for youth work professionals does not apply to 
volunteers, for example those working in youth associations. However, other rules and 
procedures apply to youth work volunteers to ensure they have the relevant skills and 
suitability. One example is the JULEICA training programme (minimum of 30 hours; c f.), 
which teaches key skills required in youth work and certifies programme graduates as 
eligible for a youth leader card. Legal requirements are also in place to ensure that 
individuals cannot engage in youth work if they have a criminal record as a result of 
committing offences against sexual self-determination or other relevant offences as 
defined in Article 72a SGB VIII. 

The Federal Child and Youth Plan (Kinder- und Jugendplan des Bundes) and the state 
youth plans (Landesjugendpläne) influence the quality of child and youth work in part  by 
funding paid posts in child and youth work organisations, as well as by including c ertain 
developments, such as raising intercultural awareness, as mandatory rules. Mission 
statements and framework concepts are also in place in the federal states and local 
communities. At a local authority level, the youth offices (Jugendreferate), youth officers 
and youth support services (cf. “Administration and governance of youth work"). work to 
ensure qualitative youth work by providing professional and organisational support to 
facilities, associations and organisations active in the field of youth work and by 
coordinating them. 

The local child and youth services committees (Kinder- und Jugendhilfeausschüsse) are 
part of the local youth offices and, as co-decision makers on the st ructure of c hild and 
youth work, have a say in its quality and needs-based focus. Committee members 
comprise representatives of child and youth work from the youth councils (Jugendringe), 

http://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/sgb_8/
http://www.juleica.de/?id=600
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/102-administration-and-governance-of-youth-work-germany
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the youth associations (Jugendverbände) and other organisations active in open and 
associational youth work, as well as representatives of the statutory authority and non-
statutory organisations from other areas of child and youth services. In many cases, 
youth work sub-committees or working groups have been established. One key task of 
the child and youth service committees is to carry out child and youth services planning 
(Jugendhilfeplanung) as prescribed by law. This planning is designed to ensure the 
availability of a sufficient number of high-quality child and youth services and thus youth 
work activities. In 2009, three-quarters of the local youth offices had adopted a youth 
services plan for youth work activities (Gadow et al., page 46). Many local youth offices 
also finance internal (partial) posts to perform youth services planning activities. 

Beyond such official channels of safeguarding quality and the professional development 
of child and youth work, further efforts to measure and demonstrate quality are 
undertaken consistently. For example, the research and development project of the 
Wanja project group at the University of Siegen, which developed criteria for assessing 
the quality of open child and youth work activities (Wanja project group, 2000). The 
criteria are intended as the basis for quality and effectiveness dialogues between 
facilities, organisations, local youth offices and youth policy governance at a local 
authority level (Deinet 2013, page 523 et seq.). No data is available on how widespread 
their use is across Germany. With respect to governance, some communities orient 
themselves to indicators such as measurable facts about child and youth work collated in 
reports using data collected from child and youth work facilities (Mühlmann 2013, page. 
513 et seq.). These may also include quality indicators. However, the extent to whic h 
quantitative indicators can genuinely make child and youth work servic es visible is the 
subject of debate. 

Literature: 

• Gadow, Tina/ Peucker, Christian/ Pluto, Liane/ van Santen, Eric/ Seckinger, Mike 
(2013): The state of child and youth services: Empirical findings and analyses. (Wie 
geht’s der Kinder- und) Jugendhilfe? Empirische Befunde und Analysen. Beltz Juventa 

• Wanja project group (pub.) (2000): Guide to using effectiveness dialogue in open child 
and youth work. Safeguarding, developing and negotiating quality. (Handbuch zum 
Wirksamkeitsdialog in der Offenen Kinder- und Jugendarbeit. Qualität sichern, 
entwickeln und verhandeln.) Votum: Muenster 

• Deinet, Ulrich (2013): Quality and effectiveness dialogues in communities. 
(Kommunale Qualitäts- und Wirksamkeitsdialoge.) In: Deinet, Ulrich/ Sturzenhecker, 
Benedikt (pub.): Guide to open child and youth work. (Handbuch Offene Kinder-  und 
Jugendarbeit.) 4th edition, revised and updated. Springer VS: Wiesbaden. Pages 523–
532 

• Mühlmann, Thomas (2013): Systematic data collection as the basis for facility 
reporting. (Systematische Datenerhebung als Grundlage einrichtungsbezogenen 
Berichtswesens.) In: Deinet, Ulrich/ Sturzenhecker, Benedikt (pub.): Guide to open 
child and youth work. (Handbuch Offene Kinder- und Jugendarbeit.) 4th edition, 
revised and updated. Springer VS: Wiesbaden. Pages 523–532 

Research and evidence supporting youth work 
As diverse organisations at different levels take responsibility for youth work (see 
“Administration and governance of youth work”), funding for research is equally varied. 
Research is performed and funded at national, state and local level. In addition to 
institutional support for universities and research institutes, many studies by these 
institutions receive external funding. The money primarily comes from federal funds (e.g. 
Federal Child and Youth Plan (Kinder- und Jugendplan des Bundes) and the individual 
state budgets (e.g. youth support plans (Jugendförderpläne)) and is in some cases 
supplemented by money from the European Union. Research projects in the youth work 
field are also financed by foundations (e.g. Aktion Mensch, Deutsche Telekom 
Foundation, German Research Foundation (DFG)) and the youth associations themselves. 

http://www.uni-siegen.de/zpe/projekte/abgeschlossene/wanja/index.html?lang=de
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/102-administration-and-governance-youth-work-germany
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The research projects are carried out individually by universities and research inst itutes 
as well as in partnership with civil society organisations and research bodies. Given the 
complexity of the field (cf. “Administration and governance of youth work”) and the 
resulting rich and manifold research landscape, no central body is in place to collate 
research findings and data across all levels. 

Research is largely carried out by universities and research institutes that receive 
institutional funding from the national or federal state budget. Youth work research is 
usually conducted by the faculties of social education and/or social work. However, only a 
handful of faculties focus primarily on youth work (see “Youth workers” for details). 
Faculty research tends to focus on the conceptual foundations of youth work, its 
functioning and frameworks, as well as on the question of how youth work addresses 
current social challenges. 

As Germany's largest socio-scientific research institute in the fields of childhood, family 
and youth, the German Youth Institute (Deutsches Jugendinstitut) has a long history of 
youth work research. Of particular note in this context is the project entitled "Youth 
services and social change" (Jugendhilfe und Sozialer Wandel), which carries out regular 
surveys amongst youth work organisations. 
Two bodies in particular focus on researching youth work in Europe: The Centre for 
European Youth Policy at the German Youth Institute (Deutsches Jugendinstitut) began 
researching youth work in a European context in July 2019. Secondly, in September 2019 
the Jean Monnet Chair for education and youth work in Europe (Bildung und Jugendarbeit 
in Europa) was instituted at Cologne University of Applied Sciences (TH-Köln). 

Research is also conducted at the state (Länder) level on the development  of c hild and 
youth work, in particular in the context of individual states. This research often focusses 
on individual topics that are of relevance to youth work in the states. For example, the 
Saxon child and youth office (Landesjugendamt Sachsen) and the municipal social 
association of Saxony (Kommunaler Sozialverband Sachsen) jointly fund a smart  youth 
work project in Saxony (entitled "Smarte Jugendarbeit Sachsen"), which is working with 
experts and young people to develop a research-based concept for adapting youth work 
to the demands of the digital age. In recent years, the University of Göttingen 
cooperated with the queer network of Lower Saxony (Queeres Netzwerk Niedersachsen) 
and the Lower Saxony youth council (Landesjugendring Niedersachsen) on a study 
funded by the Ministry for Social Affairs, Health and Equality of Lower Saxony 
(Niedersächsisches Ministerium für Soziales, Gesundheit und Gleichstellung) to develop 
practical action recommendations for youth work with LGBTQ* young people with special 
consideration to the regional challenges faced in Lower Saxony. 

Aside from research by universities and research institutes, the associations and 
organisations themselves both finance and conduct research activit ies. One example is 
the research department of the Federation of Protestant Youth in Germany 
(Arbeitsgemeinschaft der Evangelischen Jugend in Deutschland, aej). In addition to 
publishing the aej’s own studies on conceptual approaches to child and youth work in a 
Protestant context, the aej research department tackles fundamental questions relat ing 
to Protestant youth work and organises a regular forum (entitled "Forum Wissenschaft 
und Praxis") to provide a platform for dialogue between academics and practitioners. 
Another example is the Franco-German Youth Office (Deutsch-Französisches 
Jugendwerk), which has its own research department that looks at the evolution and 
evaluation of educational concepts, as well as issues relating to youth in Europe. 

Beyond research data, official national statistics are gathered on youth work at local 
authority level (e.g. staffing, number of facilities, financing). Efforts to collect more data 
on youth work have been stepped up in recent years. For example, federal statistics have 
been updated to include information on youth work services. Individual associations, for 
instance aej, combine their own questions on associational youth work with the federal 
statistics surveys in order to gain a deeper insight into the services of their own 
association structures. State-level data is available in most of the federal states. 

https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/102-administration-and-governance-youth-work-germany
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/105-youth-workers-germany
https://www.dji.de/ueber-uns/projekte/projekte/jugendhilfe-und-sozialer-wandel-leistungen-und-strukturen-phase-i-vi.html
https://www.dji.de/en/about-us/projects/projekte/centre-for-european-youth-policy.html
https://www.dji.de/en/about-us/projects/projekte/centre-for-european-youth-policy.html
http://https/www.th-koeln.de/hochschule/europaeische-kommission-foerdert-jean-monnet-lehrstuhl-zur-jugendarbeit-und-jugendpolitik-an-der-th-koeln_68802.php
https://www.ehs-dresden.de/forschung/ehs-apfe/forschungsprojekte/aktuelle-projekte/smarte-jugendarbeit-in-sachsen/
https://www.uni-goettingen.de/de/jugendarbeit+im+que%28e%29r-schnitt+%E2%80%93+eine+multimethodische+queere+jugendstudie+%282017+-+2018%29/571982.html
https://www.uni-goettingen.de/de/jugendarbeit+im+que%28e%29r-schnitt+%E2%80%93+eine+multimethodische+queere+jugendstudie+%282017+-+2018%29/571982.html
https://www.aej.de/
https://www.evangelische-jugend.de/forschung/jugendforschung
https://www.evangelische-jugend.de/forschung/jugendforschung
https://www.dfjw.org/forschung-und-evaluierung.html
https://www.dfjw.org/forschung-und-evaluierung.html
https://www.destatis.de/DE/Themen/Gesellschaft-Umwelt/Soziales/Kinderhilfe-Jugendhilfe/aktuell-jugendarbeit.html
https://www.destatis.de/DE/Themen/Gesellschaft-Umwelt/Soziales/Kinderhilfe-Jugendhilfe/aktuell-jugendarbeit.html
https://www.aej-statistik.de/startseite.html
https://www.aej-statistik.de/startseite.html
http://www.jugendarbeitsstatistik.tu-dortmund.de/index.php?id=139
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At local authority level, some communities collect data on youth work beyond the scope 
of the federal statistics, e.g. for planning purposes. No nationwide overview exists of this 
community-level data. 

Participative youth work 
By and for young people: This is the basic ethos of youth work in Germany. It also 
means that, in Germany, participation is understood to include participatory youth work 
as well as – or especially – the autonomous activity of young people as a form of 
participation. Participation is thus an integral component of youth work and enshrined in 
law in Article 11 Social Code Book VIII (SGB VIII). As such, young people are to take 
part in the planning, execution and evaluation of youth work projec ts and thus have a 
say in youth work services. 
Beyond this direct form of participation by young people, which refers primarily to 
specific matters of organising and implementing youth work, young people also 
participate indirectly at all levels via certain organisations. Article 12.2 SGB VIII 
stipulates that youth associations (Jugendverbände) fulfil this function as representatives 
of young peoples' interests (cf. “Participation”). The participation of young people in 
shaping youth work is thus institutionalised as the local and state youth councils 
(Jugendringe) represent young people in the youth services committees 
(Jugendhilfeausschüsse) and local youth services planning (Jugendhilfeplanung). At 
national level, the German Federal Youth Council (Deutscher Bundesjugendring) plays an 
active role in shaping youth policy (cf. “Participation > Youth representation bodies”). 
Beyond the youth associations, other statutory authorities and non-statutory 
organisations act as advocates for young peoples' agendas at local authority, state and 
national level in dealings with other organisations and in other policy areas. 

"Smart" youth work: youth work in the digital world 
Whilst youth work takes place at a local authority level, digitalisation strategies are 
mainly discussed at national and state level. These strategies follow a general approach, 
with no single digitalisation strategy focussing specifically on youth work. In March 2018, 
the federal government appointed a Minister of State for Digitalisation and began efforts 
to develop various digitalisation strategies. Although there is no federal digitalisation 
strategy directed specifically at child and youth work, these digitalisation strategies 
nevertheless cover areas that are relevant to child and youth work. For example, as part  
of the "digital literacy" focus topic an initiative to teach media literac y to young people 
(entitled "Gutes Aufwachsen mit Medien") was launched to offer activit ies designed to 
strengthen media literacy skills amongst children, young people, parents and youth work 
professionals. Questions surrounding the build-out of digital infrastructure, which will 
ultimately benefit child and youth work and the services offered, are also discussed in the 
context of these strategies. 

The individual federal states adopt their own digitalisation strategies. North Rhine-
Westphalia is highlighting the importance of the digital transformat ion and c hannelling 
funds via the state child and youth plan (Jugendförderplan) into a special programme to 
address digitalisation in open child and youth work and youth social work 
("Digitalisierung in der Offenen Kinder- und Jugendarbeit sowie der Jugendsozialarbeit"). 
A core subject of debate surrounding the digitalisation of youth work relates to specif ic 
training for youth work professionals in media literacy and media services. Further 
questions include how digital formats can support youth work in practice and/or open up 
new possibilities for youth work. Youth work plays an important role in helping young 
people to acquire media literacy skills. In parallel, it offers advice on using the internet  
and the dangers to be aware of, as well as internet addiction counselling (cf. “Education 
and Training > Media literacy and safe use of new media”). 

  

https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/5-participation-germany
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/53-youth-representation-bodies-germany
http://www.bundesregierung.de/breg-de/themen/digital-made-in-de/gutes-aufwachsen-mit-medien-1546606
https://www.eco.de/seiten/digitaler-laenderkompass-deutschland/laendervergleich.php
https://www.mkffi.nrw/pressemitteilung/sonderprogramm-4-millionen-euro-fuer-digitalisierung-kinder-und-jugendeinrichtungen
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/68-media-literacy-and-safe-use-new-media-germany
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/68-media-literacy-and-safe-use-new-media-germany
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10.5 Youth workers 
Status in national legislation 
Both associational and open youth work activities in Germany are dependent  on a large 
number of voluntary and paid workers. Different qualification requirements apply to 
these two groups. 

Article 72 of Social Code Book VIII (SGB VIII) lays down (at a national level) the basic  
qualification requirements applicable to paid workers involved in child and youth services. 
The same applies to youth work professionals. At the same time, the federal legislature 
has refrained from including requirements that are too narrow and specific, so as not  to 
undermine staffing autonomy as a component of local self-government. It would also be 
beyond the legislature's scope to define requirements profiles for every one of the 
numerous tasks in a single law. Rather, it is left to the expert discretion of the individual 
disciplines to define professional standards. The law prescribes two basic criteria: 
personal suitability and specialist training. Since the criterion of personal suitability is not  
refined further, this leaves substantial room for interpretation. It refers in general to the 
characteristics required by the social professions, e.g. credibility, empathy, resilienc e, 
responsibility and openness/awareness. Although the second criterion – specialist 
training – does not refer to a specific training path, it does require youth work 
professionals to have been trained in the skills they need to perform the assigned tasks 
in their area of work. Individuals who meet both criteria are referred to as youth work 
professionals. In addition to youth work professionals, paid workers may also include 
persons with a strong background in social work provided they are able to perform the 
relevant tasks. As a rule, most paid workers are youth work professionals. Irrespective of 
these national guidelines, the statutory authorities at a local authority level c an define 
more specific or more extensive requirements that apply to paid workers involved in 
youth work in funding and/or quality agreements with the service providers. 

At national level, SGB VIII includes a further requirement applicable to paid workers 
employed in youth work. Article 72a SGB VIII describes circumstances under which 
individuals already working in youth work or who plan to work in youth work can be 
excluded from the field. It says that persons convicted of specific offences (in part ic ular 
sex offences) are not allowed to engage in youth work. Youth work organisat ions must  
therefore regularly ensure that there are no grounds for exclusion from work by obtaining 
Criminal Records Bureau checks for paid workers. 

Article 72a SGB VIII also requires youth work volunteers to submit a Criminal Records 
Bureau check at regular intervals where the type, duration and intensity of their c ontact 
with children and young people can expose the latter two groups to an increased risk of 
assault. No further criteria are applied at national level to volunteer activit ies in youth 
work. 
This distinction between youth work professionals and volunteers is fundamental to the 
basic understanding of youth work activities in Germany. It is expressed in the princ iple 
"by and for young people". Especially in associational youth work, paid workers are there 
to support volunteers and the children and young people taking part. Almost all members 
of the executive boards of the youth associations (Jugendverbände) are volunteers. They 
decide on the activities and orientation of the youth associations. In open youth work 
facilities, paid workers put the agendas of children and young people at  the c entre of 
their actions. In this context, their function is to open up opportunities for volunteers and 
visitors alike to participate in education and development processes. 

The number of volunteers active in open youth work and associational youth work is 
significantly higher than the number of paid workers. The share of youth associations 
without paid workers is higher than the share of open youth work facilities and servic es 
without paid workers. 

http://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/sgb_8/
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Volunteers in particular can choose to train up as certified youth leaders. "JULEICA" has 
become the standard term across Germany designating certified youth leaders. However, 
since the JULEICA rules are not codified in national law, the individual federal states 
apply their own application criteria and processes for becoming JULEICA-certified. In 
most cases, trainees must undergo at least 30 hours of training. Applic ants must  also 
usually provide evidence of first aid skills in order to obtain the JULEICA youth leader 
card. 152 000 JULEICA applications were submitted in 2018. JULEICA cardholders can be 
employed as paid or voluntary youth workers. 

Beyond JULEICA, no further certification of youth work training exists nationwide. Some 
local programmes recognise volunteer activities in the field of youth work. 

Education, training and skill recognition 
Graduates of universities of applied sciences – social education workers and social 
workers – make up the largest group of paid workers involved in youth work (33%). 
Child educators form the second-largest group (16%) of university-educated 
professionals [cf. Federal Statistics Office (Statistisches Bundesamt) 2018b]. In 2016, 
the share of paid youth workers with a specialist university degree was 46% (cf. 
Mühlmann/Pothmann 2019, page 105). 

Most study courses do not tackle youth work as a separate focus topic. Of the 603 degree 
courses offered in Germany in the field of social work, only two bachelor's degrees 
include the words "youth work" in their names (Kempten University of Applied Sc iences 
(HS Kempten) and Baden-Wuerttemberg Cooperative State University (DHBW)). None of 
the 376 master's degrees in the field of social work includes youth work in its name. 
Although the universities seldom focus exclusively on youth work as a study topic, the 
degree courses for social professions in particular, such as social work, social education 
work, education work and educational sciences, (also) provide training relevant to youth 
work in the form of transferable methodological skills and knowledge for working with 
children and young people. Graduates of these courses are thus seen as youth work 
professionals within the meaning of Article 72 SGB VIII as described above (federal 
working committee for state youth offices (BAGLJÄ) 2005). 

University-trained child educators comprise the second-largest group of paid workers 
active in youth work. A framework agreement adopted by the Standing Conference of the 
Ministers of Education and Cultural Affairs (Kultusministerkonferenz, KMK) established 
training as a child educator as an overarching professional qualification for various socio-
educational fields of work [childcare facilities, youth work, socio-educational/residential 
care support services (Hilfen zur Erziehung/Heimerziehung), all-day schools]. On account 
of its comprehensive portfolio, child educator training is also designated what is known as 
broad-spectrum training (Breitbandausbildung) (Leygraf 2012, page 21). Since the 
training courses remain non-standardised, the proportion of training dedicated to specific 
areas of work can vary substantially between universities and federal states (see e.g. 
Janssen 2010). Students can choose to focus on individual fields within their respective 
training. A study carried out amongst training institutions for child educators puts 
demand for youth work-related course content as "low" at 23% of universities, "medium" 
at 53% and "high" at 35% of training institutions (Leygraf 2012, page 22). 

Dialogue between youth work professionals, be it in working groups, expert conferences 
or continuing professional development (CPD), is an integral component of youth work in 
Germany and takes place at all levels. The goal of such dialogue is to promote the 
personal development and advancement of individuals and to improve the quality of 
youth work. The continual training and advancement of youth work professionals' skills 
and expertise helps to maintain the high standards of youth work in Germany. 
Diverse CPD opportunities and conferences are offered at local authority, regional and 
supraregional level to promote dialogue [on quantification and topics see Empirical 
research on open youth work (Empirie der offenen Jugendarbeit) Zankl 2019 and on 
associational youth work see Seckinger et al. 2009, page 45 et  seq.]. In this c ontext , 

https://www.juleica.de/
http://studiengaenge.zeit.de/
http://studiengaenge.zeit.de/
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regional training courses and CPD on current youth work topics serve in particular to 
promote dialogue between youth work professionals from a range of organisations. Many 
local and district youth support plans incorporate this dialogue as part of training for 
youth work professionals and the ongoing development of quality in open and 
associational youth work activities. 

In addition, youth leader meetings take place at local authority and regional level. Youth 
leaders can use these regular get-togethers as a platform to talk about daily work, their 
experiences and the challenges they face. 

Depending on the local budget, interests and policy, both paid and voluntary workers in 
youth work are given the opportunity to take part in CPD to differing extents. Individual 
federal states also offer CPD grants to volunteers engaged in child and youth work. 

Mobility of youth workers 
Alongside the exchange activities that take place under Key Ac t ion 1 of the Erasmus+ 
programme, further initiatives exist in Germany at national and federal state level that 
aim to promote exchange between youth work professionals internationally, nationally 
and state-wide. A major goal of international exchanges in particular is to develop new 
projects with partners from outside of Germany. 
At national level, the Federal Child and Youth Support Plan (Kinder- und Jugendplan des 
Bundes) promotes international exchange between youth work professionals by way of 
seminars and training courses. The Federal Child and Youth Support Plan also supports 
international exchanges in the form of work experience and job shadowing. A range of 
bilateral programmes, such as those implemented by the youth offices (Jugendwerke, cf. 
for an overview), also offer opportunities for bilateral exchange between youth work 
professionals. A 2018 publication entitled "European mobility in flux II – at t racting and 
strengthening youth work professionals for cross-border services" (Europäische Mobilit ät 
am Übergang II – Fachkräfte für grenzüberschreitende Angebote gewinnen und stärken) 
looks at the role of youth work professionals in cross-border mobility projects on the 
basis of real-world examples. 

As part of the EU Youth Strategy 2010–2018 in Germany, the Federal Ministry for Family 
Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth (Bundesministerium für Familie, Senioren, 
Frauen und Jugend, BMFSFJ) funded a project entitled "Enabling learning experiences 
with cross-border learning mobility" (Lernerfahrungen durch grenzüberschreitende 
Lernmobilität ermöglichen). Part of the project focussed on supporting youth work 
professionals with training and mobility. This part drew on the knowledge that youth 
work professionals can only support young people with cross-border mobility experiences 
if they themselves have had the same experience or received relevant training. 

The BMFSFJ-funded network "Kommune goes International" is a platform for nat ionwide 
exchange between communities with the aim of establishing local structures to give more 
young people the opportunity to spend time abroad. Training and international 
exchanges for youth work professionals play an important role in this context. 
Literature: 

• Federal working committee for state youth offices (Bundesarbeitsgemeinschaft der 
Landesjugendämter, BAGLJÄ), 2005. Youth work professionals under the Child and 
Youth Services Act. Update by the 97th working conference from 10-12 November 
2004 in Erfurt (Das Fachkräftegebot des Kinder- und Jugendhilfegesetzes. 
Aktualisierung durch die 97. Arbeitstagung vom 10. bis 12.11.2004 in Erfurt). 

• Janssen, R., 2010. The training of early childhood educators at vocational sc hools. A 
comparison of the federal states. Training initiative for early childhood educational 
professionals (Die Ausbildung frühpädagogischer Fachkräfte an Berufsfachschulen und 
Fachschulen. Eine Analyse im Ländervergleich. Weiterbildungsinitiative 
Frühpädagogische Fachkräfte). WiFF Expertisen, volume 1. Munich. 

https://www.jugendhilfeportal.de/foerdermittel/foerderung/europa-und-internationale-jugendarbeit/jugendwerke-und-koordinierungsstellen/
https://www.jugendhilfeportal.de/foerdermittel/foerderung/europa-und-internationale-jugendarbeit/jugendwerke-und-koordinierungsstellen/
https://www.jugendfuereuropa.de/ueber-jfe/publikationen/europaeische-mobilitaet-am-uebergang-ii-fachkraefte-fuer-grenzueberschreitende-angebote-gewinnen-und-staerken.3993/
https://www.jugendfuereuropa.de/ueber-jfe/publikationen/europaeische-mobilitaet-am-uebergang-ii-fachkraefte-fuer-grenzueberschreitende-angebote-gewinnen-und-staerken.3993/
https://www.ijab.de/projekte/kommune-goes-international
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• Leygraf, J., 2012. The structure and organisation of professional care worker training. 
A nationwide survey of vocational school and department heads: Ten questions, ten 
answers. Training initiative for early childhood educational professionals (Struktur und 
Organisation der Ausbildung von Erzieherinnen und Erziehern. Eine bundesweite 
Befragung von Fachschul- und Abteilungsleitungen: Zehn Fragen – Zehn Antworten. 
Weiterbildungsinitiative Frühpädagogische Fachkräfte). WiFF Studien, volume 16. 
Munich. 

• Mühlmann, T., Pothmann, J., 2019. Child and youth work (Art. 11 Soc ial Code Book 
VIII) [Kinder- und Jugendarbeit (§ 11 SGB VIII)]. In: Authoring group child and youth 
services statistics (Autorengruppe Kinder- und Jugendhilfestatistik (pub.). Report  on 
child and youth services 2018. A KPI-based analysis (Kinder- und Jugendhilfereport 
2018. Eine kennzahlenbasierte Analyse). Opladen, Berlin, Toronto: Verlag Barbara 
Budrich, pages 103-122. 

• Seckinger, M., Pluto, L., Peucker, C., Gadow, T., 2009. DJI Youth Survey. Findings on 
structural features and challenges. (DJI-Jugendverbandserhebung. Befunde zu 
Strukturmerkmale und Herausforderungen). Munich: German Youth Inst itute. (last 
accessed 04/11/2019). 

• Federal Statistics Office (Statistisches Bundesamt), 2018b. Facilities and active 
persons (excluding child day care centres) in 2016 [Statistiken der Kinder- und 
Jugendhilfe: Einrichtungen und tätige Personen (ohne Tageseinrichtungen für Kinder) 
2016]. Wiesbaden (last accessed 06/12/2019). 

• Zankl, P., 2019. Continuing professional development in open child and youth work 
(Fort- und Weiterbildung in der Offenen Kinder- und Jugendarbeit). In: deutsche 
jugend, vol. 67., no. 7–8, pages. 313–321. 

10.6 Recognition and validation of skills acquired 
through youth work 
Existing arrangements 
The significance of youth work as an opportunity structure for non- formal and informal 
learning by children and young people is widely acknowledged in Germany. This is 
regularly emphasised in the child and youth reports prepared for the Parliament  of the 
Federal Republic of Germany (e.g. 15th child and youth report 2017), the national 
educational reports (e.g. by bodies such as the Authoring Group Educat ional Report ing 
2018: Autorengruppe Bildungsberichterstattung 2018), and in other publications. 

Despite this, the effects – and, above all, the potential negative consequences – of 
officially recognising skills acquired through non-formal and informal learning in youth 
work are the subject of debate in Germany. The following aspects are seen as having 
potential negative consequences: Firstly, for skills learnt and acquired in youth work to 
be visible, they must also be measurable. The result is that skills that cannot or only 
partially be measured cannot be recognised. A formal recognition of the skills learnt  and 
acquired focusses primarily on potential applications (e.g. employability) that do not 
necessarily correspond to the independent education mandate of youth work in Germany. 
This "instrumentalised" way of looking at skills recognition goes against the ideal upheld 
as central to youth work in Germany, i.e. that learnable or acquirable c ontent in youth 
work is self-determined – and thus by its nature not predetermined. 

There are various forms of recognising the skills acquired in youth work (see Baumbast  
et al. 2014). The most commonly used are attendance certificates from programmes, 
courses and exchange formats. Certificates of participation document the tasks 
completed and may also include a description of the skills learnt. Some are f illed in by 
the participants themselves, while others are filled in by the host or organising 
organisations. The JULEICA youth leader card is one example of the lat ter. Whilst  it  is 
used Germany-wide, the criteria for acquiring the JULEICA card are not uniform across all 

https://www.dji.de/fileadmin/user_upload/bibs/64_11664_Jugendverbandserhebung2009.pdf
https://www.dji.de/fileadmin/user_upload/bibs/64_11664_Jugendverbandserhebung2009.pdf
https://www.destatis.de/DE/Themen/Gesellschaft-Umwelt/Soziales/Kinderhilfe-Jugendhilfe/Publikationen/Downloads-Kinder-und-Jugendhilfe/sonstige-einrichtungen-5225403169004.pdf?__blob=publicationFile&v=4
https://www.destatis.de/DE/Themen/Gesellschaft-Umwelt/Soziales/Kinderhilfe-Jugendhilfe/Publikationen/Downloads-Kinder-und-Jugendhilfe/sonstige-einrichtungen-5225403169004.pdf?__blob=publicationFile&v=4
https://www.destatis.de/DE/Themen/Gesellschaft-Umwelt/Soziales/Kinderhilfe-Jugendhilfe/Publikationen/Downloads-Kinder-und-Jugendhilfe/sonstige-einrichtungen-5225403169004.pdf?__blob=publicationFile&v=4
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/content/youthwiki/references-germany
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federal states. However, the JULEICA card is somewhat different to other certif icates of 
participation in that, in order to acquire a card, the applicant must meet certain 
qualifying criteria (e.g. attendance of a course). JULEICA cardholders thus document 
their compliance with the minimum criteria required in order to obtain a card, as well as 
youth leadership activities that result in the acquisition of further skills. Evidence of 
competence – using various methods (e.g. dialogue-based observations, self-reflection 
on skills learnt/acquired, tests and assessments) – serves to catalogue the skills 
learnt/acquired specifically in youth work. The Certificate of Competence International 
(Kompetenznachweis International, KNI) raises the profile of the skills acquired in 
international youth exchanges and the engagement of young people abroad (cf. IJAB). 

With the exception of the JULEICA card, the various forms of skills rec ognit ion do not  
exist uniformly across Germany. A broad spectrum of systems for recognising volunteer 
work exist at local level. 

Continuing professional development (CPD) offers one way for volunteers to develop 
their skills in specific areas. Around half of the 16 federal states in Germany have 
introduced state-level grants for CPD (own research). At local level, the availabilit y of 
these development opportunities is heavily dependent on the priorit ies of loc al polic y-
makers and organisations. 

Releasing employees from their duties in order to volunteer in youth work is one form of 
social recognition of their engagement. No guidelines exist at national level regarding 
release from duties for employees to pursue their commitment to youth work. However, 
since youth work is considered to be particularly important and deserving of support, 
(various different) rules on release from duties have been adopted in the individual 
states. Apart from a handful of exceptions, release from duties is unpaid. In most c ases, 
employees can request to be released from duties for a maximum of 12 workdays in 
order to pursue youth work commitments (cf. JULEICA). 

To qualify for state subsidies to finance youth work, the applying organisations must 
themselves contribute a reasonable share of the financing. This can also be rendered in 
the form of volunteer work. This, too, is an expression of society's appreciation for 
engagement in youth work. 

Skills 
Numerous federal reports and opinions issued by youth work umbrella organisations 
consistently emphasise the importance of youth work in helping children and young 
people to acquire skills. They highlight how youth work provides learning opportunit ies 
that are not found in schools, families or with friends. In addition to promoting personal 
social skills and enabling young people to practice taking responsibility, these 
opportunities are seen as being particularly well-suited to aiding the acquisition of 
democratic skills and organisational abilities (e.g. management, leadership, planning). 
Diverse studies show that former participants self-report youth work as a positive 
experience. Many participants also report afterwards that the engagement served to 
boost or expand their skills (e.g. Düx et al. 2008). Most German studies in this f ield are 
based on a target population from youth association work. By contrast, few studies exist  
on volunteering in open youth work activities. 
Whilst the studies show that youth work does indeed offer further opportunities for skills 
acquisition, to date – although perfectly plausible in theory – no firm scientif ic evidence 
of actual skills acquisition within these opportunity structures beyond self-assessments 
has been presented. This is not because empirical evidence would not support causality – 
but rather because the study designs used so far (mostly cross-sectional surveys that 
can neither confirm skills already possessed prior to the engagement nor allow an 
unambiguous link to be established between existing skills and possible alternative 
learning spaces) do not offer room to describe such a connection. Nevertheless, against 
the backcloth of the debates in Germany indicated at the start of this section, some 

https://www.ijab.de/angebote-fuer-die-praxis/nachweise-international
https://www.juleica.de/bundeslaender.0.html
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question in general the relevance and use of such evidence since it does not do justice to 
the principles and objectives of youth work. 
Literature: 

Authoring Group Educational Reporting (Autorengruppe Bildungsberichterstattung), 
2018. Education in Germany 2018. An indicator-based report including an analysis of the 
effects and yields of education (Bildung in Deutschland 2018. Ein indikatorengestützter 
Bericht mit einer Analyse zu Wirkungen und Erträgen von Bildung). Bielefeld: W. 
Bertelsmann Verlag (last accessed 16/10/2019). 

Baumbast, S., Hofmann-van de Poll, F., Lüders, C., 2014. Non-formal and informal 
learning processes and evidence in child and youth work (Non-formale und informelle 
Lernprozesse in der Kinder- und Jugendarbeit und ihre Nachweise). Munich: German 
Youth Institute (last accessed 16/10/2019). 

Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth 
(Bundesministerium für Familie, Senioren, Frauen und Jugend), 2017. 15th child and 
youth report – report on the living conditions of young people and the c ontributions of 
child and youth services in Germany (15. Kinder- und Jugendbericht. Bericht über die 
Lebenssituation junger Menschen und die Leistungen der Kinder- und Jugendhilfe in 
Deutschland). Berlin: Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and 
Youth (last accessed 22/11/2019). 

Düx, W., Prein, G., Sass, E., Tully, C. J., 2008. Learning skills as a volunteer. An 
empirical study on informal learning by young people (Kompetenzerwerb im freiwilligen 
Engagement. Eine empirische Studie zum informellen Lernen im Jugendalter). 
Wiesbaden: VS Verlag für Sozialwissenschaften/GWV Fachverlage GmbH. 

10.7 Raising awareness about youth work 
Information providers 
Information about youth work is directed at a number of target groups: 

1. children and young people as potential users; 

2. the interested public at large; and 

3. political decision-makers at various levels. 
The information aims both to increase the visibility of youth work and services as an 
action area that contributes to addressing social challenges, and to increase the visibilit y 
of youth work and services as an action area that helps young people reach their full 
potential. 

Since youth work is carried out at the local level, making youth work servic es visible is 
also – and particularly – anchored with the local authorities. They use a range of 
methods to raise the profile of their services. These efforts aim on the one hand to reach 
children and young people as potential users, and on the other to make communities 
familiar with the services. Some municipalities have youth information centres with 
information about activities and services for young people. Social media (e.g. Fac ebook 
pages for the facilities and associations) and websites play a key role in spreading 
information about services. The local press and other channels are also used to report on 
open and associational youth work activities. 

In a state and national context, efforts to improve the visibility of youth work are 
targeted towards political decision-makers in the youth policy f ield and other sec tors. 
From a cross-sectoral perspective, raising the visibility of youth work plays a role in 
discussions on the certification of skills acquired, in prevent ion, and in the c ontext of 
community orientation, to name a few examples. 

https://www.bildungsbericht.de/de/bildungsberichte-seit-2006/bildungsbericht-2018/pdf-bildungsbericht-2018/bildungsbericht-2018.pdf
https://www.bildungsbericht.de/de/bildungsberichte-seit-2006/bildungsbericht-2018/pdf-bildungsbericht-2018/bildungsbericht-2018.pdf
https://www.dji.de/fileadmin/user_upload/bibs2014/DJI_Expertise_non-formales%20Lernen_final.pdf
https://www.dji.de/fileadmin/user_upload/bibs2014/DJI_Expertise_non-formales%20Lernen_final.pdf
https://www.bmfsfj.de/blob/115438/d7ed644e1b7fac4f9266191459903c62/15-kinder-und-jugendbericht-bundestagsdrucksache-data.pdf
https://www.bmfsfj.de/blob/115438/d7ed644e1b7fac4f9266191459903c62/15-kinder-und-jugendbericht-bundestagsdrucksache-data.pdf
https://www.bmfsfj.de/blob/115438/d7ed644e1b7fac4f9266191459903c62/15-kinder-und-jugendbericht-bundestagsdrucksache-data.pdf
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At the state (Länder) level, young people keen to engage in soc ial init iat ives c an visit  
various websites and drop-in centres to find out more about opportunities for social 
participation and youth work. 

Nationally, the Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth 
(Bundesministerium für Familie, Senioren, Frauen und Jugend, BMFSFJ) provides 
information portals with links to further information, drop-in centres and resources. 
These portals are targeted at young people, their environment and youth work 
professionals. The information also covers youth work on a European, national, state and 
local level. 
Numerous further portals contain information relating either directly or indirectly to youth 
work, such as the websites of volunteer programmes. The website of Germany's National 
Agency for the Erasmus+ Youth in Action programme and the European Solidarity Corps 
and the website of Eurodesk contain information for young people about  international 
mobility experiences and engagement projects. 

Key initiatives 
The "Jugendhilfe" portal is an expert portal for child and youth services with a separate 
section on youth work. It is an integral component of the national and state informat ion 
strategy. The target groups of this public portal are youth work professionals and the 
interested public at large. It provides information about individual action areas and 
projects, as well as about research and political developments that affect the field. 

The German Child and Youth Welfare Congress (Deutscher Kinder- und Jugendhilfetag, 
DJHT) is organised every three to four years. The DJHT tackles current challenges in child 
and youth services and addresses child and youth work issues in a range of talks, 
workshops and panel discussions. A European expert forum was also held at the 15th and 
16th DJHT to debate topics in European youth policy. The 17th DJHT  will take plac e in 
Essen in May 2021. 

The second federal youth work congress (Bundesweiter Fachkongress Kinder- und 
Jugendarbeit) took place in 2016 (the third is planned for September 2020) and, 
alongside the DJHT, was created as a nationwide congress devoted entirely to youth 
work. 

Similar congresses are also held in the states. For example, Brandenburg organises a 
recurring youth work congress (Brandenburger Kongress der Jugendarbeit). The third 
congress was held in 2017 with the title "Borderless youth" (Grenzenlose Jugend). 

Some youth councils (Jugendringe) fulfil their public relations mandate (including on 
youth work) by publishing regular newsletters and magazines to draw at tention to the 
topics currently affecting youth (association) work. 

Many youth associations (Jugendverbände), including – and primarily – those that 
operate supraregionally, produce magazines for members with information on the 
association's work and addressing current topics. 

Additionally, numerous independent magazines on or relating to youth work are 
published in Germany. Two examples are "German youth" (deutsche jugend) magazine 
and "Open youth work" (Fachzeitschrift Offene Jugendarbeit) journal. Magazines covering 
a broader range of social work-related topics also regularly include articles on youth 
work. 

10.8 Current debates and reforms 
Forthcoming policy developments 
Various political and expert bodies are currently debating a reform ofBook VIII of the 
Social Code (SGB VIII). A key focus is on the inclusion of children and young people with 

https://www.jugendfuereuropa.de/themen/lernerfahrungen-durch-grenzueberschreitende-mobilitaet/
https://www.jugendfuereuropa.de/themen/lernerfahrungen-durch-grenzueberschreitende-mobilitaet/
https://www.rausvonzuhaus.de/
https://www.jugendhilfeportal.de/jugendarbeit/
http://www.grenzenlosejugend.de/
https://www.beltz.de/fachmedien/sozialpaedagogik_soziale_arbeit/zeitschriften/deutsche_jugend.html
https://offene-jugendarbeit.net/index.php/fachzeitschrift
http://kijup-sgbviii-reform.de/
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disabilities, which may have consequences for youth work in the future. In it s c oalit ion 
treaty, the federal government set the goal of introducing a legal entitlement for primary 
school children to full-day care as part of child and youth servic es. Sinc e some youth 
work facilities are already active in this field, it is expected that, once implemented, the 
reform will affect youth work. For example, the planned changes may affect the time left  
over for children and young people to devote to youth work activities, or they may affect 
the involvement of child and youth work in providing care services for primary school 
children. 

Ongoing debates 
Debates on and in youth work take place in academia and research, in allianc es of c hild 
and youth services institutions [e.g. Child and Youth Welfare Association 
(Arbeitsgemeinschaft für Kinder- und Jugendhilfe, AGJ)], in consortia or allianc es in the 
field of youth work [e.g. the open doors association of North Rhine-Westphalia 
(Arbeitsgemeinschaft Offene Türen Nordrhein-Westfalen, AGOT NRW)], the German 
Federal Youth Council (Deutscher Bundesjugendring, DBJR), the federal state and loc al 
youth councils (Jugendringe), as well as in a range of specialist publications (e.g. 
'deutsche jugend' magazine). Conferences and workshops attended by decision-makers 
from state and local youth offices, organisations and more, as well as youth work 
professionals, offer further platforms for the debates surrounding youth work. The 
committees responsible for child and youth policy in the various municipalities 
(Gemeinde), districts (Landkreise), urban districts (kreisfreie Städte), federal states 
(Länder) and nationwide (such as the local child and youth servic e c ommit tees) offer 
further forums for debating matters of this nature. Foundations also weigh in on the 
debates surrounding child and youth work. A review of the major magazines on youth 
work, discussion and position papers from the general field of child and youth servic es 
and the specific field of youth work in active alliances reveals discussions on a number of 
topics. 
A series of debates have long been waged to do with the legal mandate of youth work. 
They focus on aspects including to what extent youth work can be incorporated into 
social functions such as care for school-age children or preventive activities, and what  
role youth work plays or should play in this context. 

Participation is also a recurring topic in youth work, not only in terms of how child and 
youth work can be structured participatively, but also in terms of how political 
participation by young people in their living environments (such as local participation 
processes or participation in youth services planning) can be increased and structured. 

Given that child and youth work is a mandatory requirement of the local authorities, 
debates often centre on the provision of adequate staff resources and budgets for youth 
work and the upkeep of youth work services. Attracting youth work professionals is a 
current topic in child and youth work as well as in other areas of youth services. 

Regional trends can be seen in the demographic change. Here, one recurring subjec t in 
particular relates to youth work in rural areas and the challenges faced there. The 
emphasis is on the importance of local, reachable facilities and services for youth work 
locally despite the falling number of young people in these areas. 
Topics that have shifted into the focus of youth work as a result of social and legal 
changes are: the inclusion of young people with disability in youth work; young refugees 
in youth work; and the opportunities, limits and consequences of the digital revolution. 
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GLOSSARY 

Abitur: German secondary school diploma qualifying for university admission.  
Assistierte Ausbildung: In-company vocational training that includes addit ional support  
for trainees such as German language lessons, extra tuition, etc. 
Aufnahmeorganisationen: Organisations that host volunteers. 

Ausbildungsbegleitende Hilfen: Provided by an education provider to young people in 
need of further assistance in order to complete their training (e.g., ext ra tuit ion, help 
with preparing for exams, mediation). 

Ausbildungsförderung: Financial assistance according to the Federal Training Assistance 
Act (Bundesausbildungsförderungsgesetz, BAföG). 

Berufsausbildungsbeihilfe: Financial assistance provided by the employment agencies to 
young people who move out of the parental home to complete a c ourse of voc ational 
training but whose pay does not suffice to cover the cost of, e.g., rent, travel home and 
living expenses. 
Berufsschule: Vocational schools provide apprentices with the academic part of the dual 
system of vocational training (duale Berufsausbildung). 

Betriebsvereinbarungen: An agreement between an employer and a works council 
(Betriebsrat) – the body that represents the workers in the establishment  in quest ion – 
concerning certain matters relating to that establishment. 
Direktverfahren: Procedure used by organisations that are unable to submit their 
applications and/or reports via central offices (Zentralstellen) or a state-specific 
procedure (Länderverfahren); instead, they submit them directly to the Federal Minist ry 
responsible for youth. 
Duales System/Duale Berufsausbildung: Combines theoretical training in a vocational 
school (Berufsschule) with learning at the workplace. 
Eigenständige Jugendpolitik: Also known as modern youth policy. New holist ic polit ic al 
approach that tries to create a balance between the requirements of society towards 
youth and the needs and interests of young people. 
Einstiegsqualifizierung: Preparatory paid traineeship of between six and twelve months 
that is completed prior to an apprenticeship. 
Entsendeorganisationen: Organisations that send volunteers. 

Förderschule: School establishment for pupils whose development cannot, or not 
adequately, be assisted at mainstream schools on account of adverse social 
circumstances or a physical, intellectual or emotional disability. 

Freie Träger: Also known as providers of non-public-sector child and youth services 
(Träger der freien Jugendhilfe). These are organisations that provide child and youth 
services but do not operate in the public sector. They can provide services under Book 8 
of the Social Code (SGB VIII) that are not the express reserve of public - sector service 
providers. 

Gesetzliche Krankenversicherung: Germany has compulsory health insurance. Statutory 
health insurance is part of the country’s social insurance system. Insured individuals are 
entitled to a comprehensive range of standardised services regardless of their f inanc ial 
situation. The statutory health insurance contributions they pay are income-dependent in 
line with the solidarity principle (Solidaritätsprinzip). 

Hauptschulabschluss: Is awarded after completing year 9. It may be gained at  the less 
academic type of lower secondary school (Hauptschule), but  c an also be obtained at 
other types of lower secondary school. It is often used to gain access to Germany’s dual 

https://eacea-skuhaja.c9.fpfis.tech.ec.europa.eu/youthwiki/chapters/germany/glossary
https://www.baf%C3%B6g.de/
https://www.destatis.de/DE/ZahlenFakten/GesellschaftStaat/BildungForschungKultur/Glossar/Foerderschulen.html
http://www.bildungsserver.de/glossarbegriff.html?glossarbegriffe_id=82


Youth policies Germany – 2020  Youth Wiki 

343 

system of vocational training (duales System). In some federal states, after year 9 pupils 
can obtain an additional qualification known as a qualified lower secondary school 
qualification (qualifizierender Hauptschulabschluss); after year 10, they may obtain what  
is known as an extended lower secondary school qualification (erweiterter 
Hauptschulabschluss). 

Interkulturelle Öffnung der Jugendverbandsarbeit: Refers to the involvement and 
participation of young members of the immigrant community in youth organisat ions as 
well as improved and stronger cooperation with young immigrant community 
organisations. 
Jobcenter: Institution where public-sector employment agencies (Agenturen für Arbeit ) 
and municipal organisations work together to provide basic security benefits for job 
seekers (Grundsicherung für Arbeitsuchende). 
Jugendamt/Jugendämter: Central child and youth services institution that is tasked with 
providing, or ensuring the provision of, the functions and services stipulated in Social 
Code Book VIII (SGB VIII). 
Jugendamt-Hopping: Occurs when families whose children’s welfare is at risk relocate to 
the catchment area of another youth office in an attempt to remove themselves from the 
reach of their original office. Under the 2012 Federal Child Protection Act, when a family 
relocates, the former competent youth office must provide the new c ompetent youth 
office with all the information it needs to provide effective protection to children. This rule 
was introduced to prevent office hopping. 

Kinder- und Jugendhilfe: Includes all educational and development services targeted at 
children and young people, including youth work or child-rearing assistance for families. 
Child and youth services are outlined in the Social Code Book VIII and generally provided 
by social services and youth offices. 
Kinder- und Jugendplan des Bundes: Financial scheme of the German federal 
government to fund and support measures and activities in all areas of c hild and youth 
services at federal level as e. g. child and youth work, extracurric ular youth education 
(civic cultural youth education, youth work in sports, work of youth organisations, 
international youth work), youth social work and integration, support of children in 
kindergartens and day care, support for families, young people, parents and other legal 
guardians etc. 
Länderverfahren: Procedure used by organisations that are not affiliated with any central 
offices (Zentralstelle) to submit their applications and/or reports to the supreme youth 
authority in a given state or a designated office. The supreme state youth authority 
verifies the applications and submits them either individually or collectively, together with 
its opinions, as well as the reports, to the Federal Ministry. 

Landesjugendplan/-pläne: Financial scheme of the federal states to fund and support  
measures and activities in all areas of child and youth services at regional and local level 
as e. g. child and youth work, extracurricular youth education (civic cultural youth 
education, youth work in sports, work of youth organisations, international youth work), 
youth social work and integration, support of children in kindergartens and day care, 
support for families, young people, parents and other legal guardians etc. 
Lehrerkonferenzen: Body of participation in the school sector where teaching staff takes 
decisions on instruction and education. It is composed of all the teachers in a part ic ular 
school. 
Migrationshintergrund: An individual is considered to have an migration background if 
they did not have German nationality from birth, or if one or both of their parents did 
not. 
Mittlerer Schulabschluss: Is awarded after completing year 10. It  may be obtained at  
Realschule (a type of secondary school), but under certain circumstances also at  other 
schools offering lower secondary education. It is also available to pupils pursuing a 
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vocational education programme at the upper secondary level. Also known as 
“Realschulabschluss”. 
Pflichtpraktikum: A compulsory traineeship according to the applicable study or 
examination regulations (Studien- und Prüfungsordnung). 
Schulabbrecher: Term commonly used to refer to young people who leave general 
education without a certificate of general education as a minimum, whic h, in Germany, 
would be a general lower secondary school qualification (Hauptschulabschluss), obtained 
after year 9. 

Schulkonferenzen: Additional organ at schools that governs c ooperation between the 
head staff and teachers, pupils and parents and, if applicable, external cooperation 
partners. 

Schulsozialarbeit: Comprises a variety of social education- and social work-related 
responsibilities and activities in schools that also involve teachers and parents. 

Sozialgesetzbuch: Legal framework covering the main aspects of Germany’s system of 
social security, including training promotion, employment promotion and unemployment  
protection, statutory health, accident, long-term care and pensions insurance, housing 
benefit, child and parental benefit, and social welfare. The Social Code is currently 
divided into 12 books (SGB I – XII). 

Sozialversicherungspflichtige Beschäftigung: A job that requires the employee to make 
social insurance contributions (sozialversicherungspflichtiger Beschäftiger). 

Spätaussiedler: Defined by the Federal Office for Migration and Refugees (Bundesamt für 
Migration und Flüchtlinge) as ethnic Germans from the successor states of the former 
Soviet Union and from other Eastern European states. By means of a special acceptance 
process they are entitled to live in Germany. 

Vollzeitschulpflicht: A form of general compulsory education that as a rule applies to all 
children aged six and above. It usually lasts nine years, although some states st ipulate 
ten years. 
Zentralstellenverfahren: Procedure by which organisations submit an application or 
report to the central office with which they are affiliated. The central office then submits 
a set of applications together with its respective opinions, as well as the reports, to the 
Federal Ministry. 

Links to other glossaries 
• Social Europe from A to Z. A glossary of basic sociopolitical terms. By the Federal 

Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs (Bundesministerium für Arbeit und Soziales). 

• Glossaries by the Federal Statistical Office (Statistisches Bundesamt) 
o on schools (Schulen), 

o on Vocational Education (Berufliche Bildung), 

o on universities (Hochschulen), 

o on educational background (Bildungsstand). 

• Vocational education and training terminology in German and English – a glossary for 
VET specialists (Berufsbildungsbegriffe Deutsch-Englisch. Terminologiesammlung für 
Berufsbildungsfachleute) By the Federal Institute for Vocational Education and Training 
(Bundesinstitut für Berufsbildung). 

• Glossaries by the Federal Office for Migration and Refugees (Bundesamt für Migrat ion 
und Flüchtlinge) 
o on migration-related terms (in German), 

o on migration-related terms (in English). 

https://www.lwl.org/LWL/Jugend/jha/schulsozialarbeit
https://www.destatis.de/DE/ZahlenFakten/GesamtwirtschaftUmwelt/Arbeitsmarkt/Methoden/Begriffe/SozialversicherungspflichtigBeschaeftigte.html?nn=55254
https://www.baf%C3%B6g.de/
https://www.kmk.org/themen/allgemeinbildende-schulen/bildungswege-und-abschluesse.html
http://www.bmas.de/SharedDocs/Downloads/EN/PDF-Publikationen/a798e-social-europa-from-a-to-z.pdf?__blob=publicationFile&v=5
https://www.destatis.de/DE/ZahlenFakten/GesellschaftStaat/BildungForschungKultur/Schulen/Glossar_Schulen.html
https://www.destatis.de/DE/ZahlenFakten/GesellschaftStaat/BildungForschungKultur/BeruflicheBildung/Glossar_BeruflicheBildung.html
https://www.destatis.de/DE/ZahlenFakten/GesellschaftStaat/BildungForschungKultur/Hochschulen/Glossar_Hochschulen.html
https://www.destatis.de/DE/ZahlenFakten/GesellschaftStaat/BildungForschungKultur/Bildungsstand/Glossar_Bildungsstand.html
https://www.bibb.de/veroeffentlichungen/de/publication/download/8049
https://www.bibb.de/veroeffentlichungen/de/publication/download/8049
http://www.bamf.de/DE/Service/Left/Glossary/_function/glossar.html?nn=1363008&lv2=5831810
http://www.bamf.de/EN/Service/Left/Glossary/_function/glossar.html?nn=1449076&lv2=5832418
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• Glossary on education. By the Secretariat of the Standing Conference of the Ministers 
of Education and Cultural Affairs of the Länder in the Federal Republic of Germany 
(Kultusministerkonferenz). 

• Guiding Concepts of Health Promotion and Disease Prevention. By the Federal Cent re 
for Health Education (Bundeszentrale für gesundheitliche Aufklärung). 

• Social Security at a Glance 2017. Brochure that explains social security-related terms. 
By the Federal Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs (Bundesministerium für Arbeit und 
Soziales). 

• Key terms of child and youth services German-English (and further languages). Edited 
by IJAB - International Youth Service of the Federal Republic of Germany. 

• Youth Work Translator - Online-Glossary containing over 1 000 terms from child and 
youth services and international youth work. Can be used to research terms in 
German, Greek, English and Chinese and thus supports communication with 
international partners in these languages. Edited by IJAB - International Youth Service 
of the Federal Republic of Germany. 
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Adoption of the Federal Budget for the Financial Year 2020 (Budget  Ac t 2020) Gesetz 

http://www.bmz.de/de/mediathek/publikationen/reihen/infobroschueren_flyer/infobroschueren/Materialie310_Afrika_Marshallplan.pdf
http://www.bmz.de/de/mediathek/publikationen/reihen/infobroschueren_flyer/infobroschueren/Materialie310_Afrika_Marshallplan.pdf
https://www.bmfsfj.de/resource/blob/173936/4772f6a1ffe119c6e91054aada428ca3/richtlinie-sonderprogramm-data.pdf
https://www.bmfsfj.de/resource/blob/173936/4772f6a1ffe119c6e91054aada428ca3/richtlinie-sonderprogramm-data.pdf
https://www.bne-portal.de/files/UN_Dekade_BNE_2015.pdf
https://www.bne-portal.de/files/UN_Dekade_BNE_2015.pdf
https://www.bne-portal.de/files/BNE-Positionspapier-2015plus_deutsch.pdf
https://www.hrk.de/fileadmin/redaktion/A4/Hochschulen_und_Nachhaltigkeit_HRK_DUK.pdf
https://www.hrk.de/themen/hochschulsystem/nachhaltigkeit/
https://www.bmbf.de/files/Nationaler_Aktionsplan_Bildung_f%c3%bcr_nachhaltige_Entwicklung.pdf
http://dip21.bundestag.de/dip21/btd/17/143/1714325.pdf
http://dip21.bundestag.de/dip21/btd/17/143/1714325.pdf
https://dip21.bundestag.de/dip21/btd/19/194/1919429.pdf
http://dip21.bundestag.de/dip21/btd/18/099/1809924.pdf
https://dip21.bundestag.de/dip21/btd/18/094/1809444.pdf
https://dip21.bundestag.de/dip21/btd/18/094/1809444.pdf
https://www.bmfsfj.de/blob/113816/a99ff7d041784d0a41ca295ce4bceb56/15--kinder-und-jugendbericht-data.pdf
https://www.bundeshaushalt.de/fileadmin/de.bundeshaushalt/content_de/dokumente/2020/soll/Epl_Gesamt_mit_HG_und_Vorspann.pdf
https://www.bundeshaushalt.de/fileadmin/de.bundeshaushalt/content_de/dokumente/2020/soll/Epl_Gesamt_mit_HG_und_Vorspann.pdf
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über die Feststellung des Bundeshaushalts für das Haushaltsjahr 2020 (Haushalt sgesetz 
2020) (last accessed 22/04/2021) 
Parliament of the Federal Republic of Germany (Deutscher Bundestag), 2017. Print 
reference: Drucksache 18/13665: Report of the federal government on education for 
sustainable development 2017 (Bericht der Bundesregierung zur Bildung für eine 
nachhaltige Entwicklung). (last accessed 21/04/2021). 

Standing Conference of the Ministers of Education and Cultural Affairs 
(Kultusministerkonferenz), 2014. Rules of procedure of the Standing Conference of the 
Ministers of Education and Cultural Affairs of the Länder in the Federal Republic of 
Germany (Geschäftsordnung der Ständigen Konferenz der Kultusminister der Länder in 
der Bundesrepublik Deutschland) pursuant to the resolution of 19 November 1955, as 
amended on 29 August 2014 (last accessed 21/04/2021) 
Youth Work 

Federal Ministry of the Interior (Bundesministerium des Innern), Ministerial Gazette 
(GMBl Nr. 41/2016). Regulation on the provision of grants and services to foster child 
and youth services through the Child and Youth Plan of the Federation (KJP) of 29 
September 2016 (Richtlinien über die Gewährung von Zuschüssen und Leistungen zur 
Förderung der Kinder- und Jugendhilfe durch den Kinder-und Jugendplan des Bundes 
(KJP) vom 29. September 2016) (last accessed 13/12/2019). 

Federal Ministry of Justice and Consumer Protection (Bundesministerium der Just iz und 
für Verbraucherschutz) / Federal Justice Office (Bundesamt für Justiz), Social Code Book 
VIII – Child and Youth Services, adopted on 26 June 1990, as amended on 30 November 
2019 [Sozialgesetzbuch (SGB) Achtes Buch (VIII) Kinder- und Jugendhilfe vom 26. Juni 
1990, zuletzt geändert 30. November 2019] (last accessed 13/12/2019). 

Federal Ministry of Justice and Consumer Protection (Bundesministerium der Just iz und 
für Verbraucherschutz) / Federal Justice Office (Bundesamt für Justiz), Social Code Book 
X – Social and Administrative Procedures and Protection of Social Data, adopted on 18 
August 1980, as amended on 20 November 2019 [Sozialgesetzbuch (SGB) Zehntes Buch 
(X) Sozialverwaltungsverfahren und Sozialdatenschutz vom 18. August 1980, zuletzt 
geändert 20. November 2019] (last accessed 13/12/2019). 

Data and statistics 
Youth Policy Governance 
Federal Statistical Office (Statistisches Bundesamt), 2011. Use of age group 15-24 when 
talking about youth unemployment/employment or youth and family (Verwendung der 
Altersgruppe der 15- bis 24-Jährigen im Zusammenhang mit 
Jugendarbeitslosigkeit/Arbeitslosigkeit sowie Jugend und Familie). In: Spot light : Youth 
and family in Europe (Im Blickpunkt: Jugend und Familie in Europa). Wiesbaden: 
Statistisches Bundesamt (last accessed 17/02/2020). 

Federal Statistical Office (Statistisches Bundesamt), 2017. Use of age group 15-19 years 
when referring to accidents, violence or self-harming behaviour (Verwendung der 
Altersgruppe der 15- bis 19-Jährigen im Zusammenhang mit Unfällen, Gewalt, 
Selbstverletzung bei Kindern und Jugendlichen). In: Accidents, violence, self-harming 
behaviour among children and youth (Unfälle, Gewalt, Selbstverletzung bei Kindern und 
Jugendlichen). Wiesbaden: Statistisches Bundesamt (last accessed 17/02/2020). 

Federal Statistical Office (Statistisches Bundesamt), 2017. Use of age group 15-25 years 
when referring to the number of foreign young people born in Germany (Verwendung der 
Altersgruppe der 15- bis 25-Jährigen im Zusammenhang mit der Anzahl der 
ausländischen Jugendlichen in Deutschland). In: Population and employment 
(Bevölkerung und Erwerbstätigkeit). Wiesbaden: Statistisches Bundesamt (last accessed 
17/02/2020). 

  

https://www.bundeshaushalt.de/fileadmin/de.bundeshaushalt/content_de/dokumente/2020/soll/Epl_Gesamt_mit_HG_und_Vorspann.pdf
http://dipbt.bundestag.de/dip21/btd/18/136/1813665.pdf
http://dipbt.bundestag.de/dip21/btd/18/136/1813665.pdf
https://www.kmk.org/fileadmin/Dateien/pdf/KMK/GO-GR-Fassung-29-08-2014.pdf
https://www.kmk.org/fileadmin/Dateien/pdf/KMK/GO-GR-Fassung-29-08-2014.pdf
https://www.bmfsfj.de/blob/111964/2f7ae557daa0d2d8fe78f8a3f9569f21/richtlinien-kjp-2017-data.pdf
http://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/sgb_8/index.html
http://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/sgb_10/index.html
http://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/sgb_10/index.html
https://www.destatis.de/DE/Presse/Pressemitteilungen/Frueher/PD15_288_133.html
https://www.destatis.de/DE/Themen/Gesellschaft-Umwelt/Gesundheit/Gesundheitszustand-Relevantes-Verhalten/Publikationen/Downloads-Gesundheitszustand/unfaelle-gewalt-kinder-5230001149004.html
https://www.destatis.de/DE/Themen/Gesellschaft-Umwelt/Gesundheit/Gesundheitszustand-Relevantes-Verhalten/Publikationen/Downloads-Gesundheitszustand/unfaelle-gewalt-kinder-5230001149004.html
https://www.destatis.de/DE/Themen/Gesellschaft-Umwelt/Bevoelkerung/Haushalte-Familien/Publikationen/Downloads-Haushalte/haushalte-familien-2010300177004.pdf?__blob=publicationFile&v=4
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Voluntary Activities 
Data on a website 

ENGAGEMENT GLOBAL weltwärts Coordination Unit (ENGAGEMENT GLOBAL 
Koordinierungsstelle weltwärts), Number of weltwärts volunteers (South-North 
component) according to year of assignment, average age, main countries of departure 
[weltwärts-Freiwilligenzahlen (Süd-Nord-Komponente) nach Entsendejahren, 
Durchschnittsalter, Hauptausreiseländern], 2017 (last accessed 17/03/2021). 
Federal Office of Family Affairs and Civil Society Functions (Bundesamt  für Familie und 
zivilgesellschaftliche Aufgaben, BAFzA), Number of BFD (Federal Volunteer Service) 
volunteers by age and sex (Freiwillige im Bundesfreiwilligendienst nach Alter und 
Geschlecht), 2017 (last accessed 17/03/2021). 

Data in a report 
Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth 
(Bundesministerium für Familie, Senioren, Frauen und Jugend), 2016. Participation of 18 
to 29 years old in voluntary services (Teilnahme 18- bis 29-Jähriger an 
Freiwilligendiensten). In: Volunteering in Germany. German Volunteer Survey 2014 
(Freiwilliges Engagement in Deutschland. Der Deutsche Freiwilligensurvey 2014). Berlin: 
Bundesministerium für Familie, Senioren, Frauen und Jugend, p. 175 (last accessed 
17/03/2021). 
Franco-German Youth Office (Deutsch-Französisches Jugendwerk, DFJW), 2018. Number 
of DFJW Junior ambassadors 2017 (Anzahl der DFJW-Juniorbotschafter 2017). In: 
Activities Report Franco-German Youth Office 2017 (Tätigkeitsbericht des Deutsch-
Französischen Jugendwerks 2017). Berlin: Deutsch-Französisches Jugendwerk, p. 33 
(last accessed 17/03/2021). 

German parliament (Deutscher Bundestag), 2018. Number of placements for a voluntary 
social year and voluntary ecological year, including the placements abroad and main 
destinations 2016-2018 (Teilnehmendenzahlen für Freiwilliges Soziales und Freiwilliges 
Öokologisches Jahr, inklusive der Freiwilligendienstleistenden im Ausland und deren 
Zielländer). In: Print reference 19/3863 dated 17 August 2018 (Drucksache 19/3863, 
17.08.2018). Response by the Federal government to the minor interpellation of the 
parlamentarians Matthias Seestern-Pauly, Katja Suding, Grigorios Aggelidis, further 
parliamentarians and the parliamentary party FDP - print  reference 19/3640 - on the 
developments of the voluntary services (Antwort der Bundesregierung auf die Kleine 
Anfrage der Abgeordneten Matthias Seestern-Pauly, Katja Suding, Grigorios Aggelidis, 
weiterer Abgeordneter und der Fraktion der FDP – Drucksache 19/3640 – Entwicklungen 
der Freiwilligendienste). Berlin: Deutscher Bundestag, pp. 2-4 (last accessed 
17/03/2021). 

German UNESCO Commission (Deutsche UNESCO-Kommission e.V.), 2018. Distribution 
of volunteers according to main destination regions and partner organisations, number of 
participants 2017, total and by sex and education (Verteilung der Freiwilligen nach 
Hauptzielregionen und Partnerorganisationen, Teilnahmedaten gesamt sowie nach 
Geschlecht und Bildungsstatus). In: kulturweit magazine 2017/2018 (kulturweit Magazin 
2017/2018). Berlin: Deutsche UNESCO-Kommission e.V., pp. 5; 23-25 (last accessed 
15/04/2021). 
Employment & Entrepreneurship 

Data in a report 

Federal Employment Agency (Bundesagentur für Arbeit), 2018. Number of youth 
employment agencies in 2017 (Anzahl der Jugendberufsagenturen 2017). In: Report  on 
implementation status and perspectives for continued development. State of play 
concerning youth employment agencies across Germany and in the Länder (Beric ht  zum 
Stand der Umsetzung und Weiterentwicklungsperspektiven. Entwicklungsstand der 

https://www.weltwaerts.de/de/presse-ueber-weltwaerts.html
https://www.weltwaerts.de/de/presse-ueber-weltwaerts.html
https://www.bundes-freiwilligendienst.de/bfd/
https://www.bundes-freiwilligendienst.de/bfd/
https://www.bmfsfj.de/blob/93916/af9d3caa4c878c55adb40790013a262d/freiwilligensurvey-2014-langfassung-data.pdf
https://www.dfjw.org/ressourcen/tatigkeitsbericht-2017.html
https://www.dfjw.org/ressourcen/tatigkeitsbericht-2017.html
http://dipbt.bundestag.de/doc/btd/19/038/1903863.pdf
http://dipbt.bundestag.de/doc/btd/19/038/1903863.pdf
http://dipbt.bundestag.de/doc/btd/19/038/1903863.pdf
http://dipbt.bundestag.de/doc/btd/19/038/1903863.pdf
https://www.kulturweit.de/presse/meldungen/kulturweit-magazin-2017%E2%80%932018
https://www.kulturweit.de/presse/meldungen/kulturweit-magazin-2017%E2%80%932018
https://www.kulturweit.de/presse/meldungen/kulturweit-magazin-2017%E2%80%932018
https://www.kulturweit.de/presse/meldungen/kulturweit-magazin-2017%E2%80%932018
https://www.kulturweit.de/presse/meldungen/kulturweit-magazin-2017%E2%80%932018
https://con.arbeitsagentur.de/prod/apok/ct/dam/download/documents/Jugendberufsagenturen-Perspekt_ba029161.pdf
https://con.arbeitsagentur.de/prod/apok/ct/dam/download/documents/Jugendberufsagenturen-Perspekt_ba029161.pdf
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Jugendberufsagenturen im Bundesgebiet und in den Ländern). Nuremberg: 
Bundesagentur für Arbeit. (Last accessed on 15/04/2021) 
Youthpass statistics compiled by JUGEND für Europa - National Agency Erasmus+ YOUTH 
IN ACTION and SALTO Training & Cooperation Resource Centre, as at 07/11/2016. 
Social Inclusion 

Data on a website 

Federal association for assistance for the homeless (Bundesarbeitsgemeinschaft 
Wohnungslosenhilfe, BAG W), Share of children and young people subject to housing 
exclusion (Anteil wohnungsloser Kinder und Jugendliche), 2014 (last accessed 
23/10/2018). 

Federal Statistical Office (Statistisches Bundesamt), Share of non-immigrant and 
immigrant population with or without school qualifications (Anteil der Personen mit  und 
ohne Migrationshintergrund, die einen oder keinen Schulabschluss haben), 2016 (last 
accessed 23/10/2018). 

Federal Statistical Office (Statistisches Bundesamt), Number of young people (14 to 18 
years) taken into care [Anzahl der in Obhut genommenen Jugendlichen (14 bis 18 
Jahre)], 2017 (last accessed 24/10/2018). 

Data in a report 

Federal Statistical Office (Statistisches Bundesamt), 2016. At tendance (in perc ent) of 
children and young people in the different types of secondary schools 2010-2015 
(Prozentuale Verteilung der Kinder und Jugendlichen auf die verschiedenen 
weiterführenden Schulen 2010-2015). In: Press release nr. 312/16 dated 8 September 
2016 (Pressemitteilung vom 08. September 2016 – 312/16). Wiesbaden: Statistisches 
Bundesamt (last accessed 23/08/2017). 

German parliament (Deutscher Bundestag), 2018. Number of unaccompanied young 
refugees who fell under the responsibility of child and youth services as at 2 January 
2018 (Anzahl der unbegleiteten jungen Flüchtlinge in der Jugendhilfe, Stand 
02.01.2018). In: Print reference 19/4517 dated 20 September 2018. The Federal 
government's report on the situation of unaccompanied foreign minors in Germany 
(Drucksache 19/4517, 20.09.2018. Bericht über die Situation unbegleiteter ausländischer 
Minderjähriger in Deutschland). Berlin: Deutscher Bundestag (last accessed 24/10/2018). 

Participation 
Data on a website 

Berlin electoral commissioner (Die Landeswahlleiterin für Berlin), list of elected members 
of parliament (Liste der gewählten Abgeordneten), 2016-2021 (last accessed 
20/12/2019). 

Bavarian Landtag (Bayerischer Landtag), members of the Bavarian state parliament 
(Abgeordnete des Bayerischen Landtags), 2018-2023 (last accessed 20/12/2019). 

Federal State of Brandenburg (Land Brandenburg), members of the Brandenburg state 
parliament (Abgeordnete des Landtags Brandenburg), 2019-2024 (last accessed 
20/12/2019). 

Federal Statistical Office (Statistisches Bundesamt), data from the borough direc tory, 
boroughs in the Länder broken down by population size as of 31 Oc tober 2019 (Daten 
aus dem Gemeindeverzeichnis. Gemeinden in den Ländern nach 
Einwohnergrößenklassen. Stand: 31.10.2019), 2019 (last accessed 20/12/2019). 

German parliament (Deutscher Bundestag), Age distribution of members of the 19th 
German parliament (Abgeordnete der 19. Wahlperiode in Zahlen. Altersgliederung) 2017-
2021 (last accessed 20/12/2019). 

https://con.arbeitsagentur.de/prod/apok/ct/dam/download/documents/Jugendberufsagenturen-Perspekt_ba029161.pdf
http://www.bagw.de/de/themen/zahl_der_wohnungslosen/index.html
https://www.destatis.de/DE/Methoden/Zensus_/AktuellMigrationshintergrund.html
https://www.destatis.de/DE/Methoden/Zensus_/AktuellMigrationshintergrund.html
https://www.destatis.de/DE/ZahlenFakten/GesellschaftStaat/Soziales/Sozialleistungen/KinderJugendhilfe/Tabellen/Inobhutnahmen.html
https://www.destatis.de/DE/ZahlenFakten/GesellschaftStaat/Soziales/Sozialleistungen/KinderJugendhilfe/Tabellen/Inobhutnahmen.html
https://www.destatis.de/DE/PresseService/Presse/Pressemitteilungen/2016/09/PD16_312_122pdf.pdf?__blob=publicationFile
http://dipbt.bundestag.de/doc/btd/19/045/1904517.pdf
http://dipbt.bundestag.de/doc/btd/19/045/1904517.pdf
https://www.wahlen-berlin.de/wahlen/BE2016/afspraes/gewaehlte_gemeinde-1-berlin_gesamt.html
https://www.bayern.landtag.de/abgeordnete/abgeordnete-von-a-z/
https://www.landtag.brandenburg.de/de/parlament/abgeordnete/a-z/395887
https://www.destatis.de/DE/Themen/Laender-Regionen/Regionales/Gemeindeverzeichnis/Administrativ/08-gemeinden-einwohner-groessen.html
https://www.destatis.de/DE/Themen/Laender-Regionen/Regionales/Gemeindeverzeichnis/Administrativ/08-gemeinden-einwohner-groessen.html
https://www.destatis.de/DE/Themen/Laender-Regionen/Regionales/Gemeindeverzeichnis/Administrativ/08-gemeinden-einwohner-groessen.html
https://www.bundestag.de/abgeordnete/biografien/mdb_zahlen_19#url=L2FiZ2VvcmRuZXRlL2Jpb2dyYWZpZW4vbWRiX3phaGxlbl8xOS9hbHRlcnNnbGllZGVydW5nLzUyOTUwNA==&mod=mod529494
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Hamburg State Parliament (Hamburgische Bürgerschaft), overview of members of 
parliament (Abgeordnete im Überblick), 2015-2020 (last accessed 20/12/2019). 
Saarland State Parliament (Landtag des Saarlandes), Saarland state parliament members 
and factions (Abgeordnete und Fraktionen des Landtags Saarland), 2017-2021 (last 
accessed 20/12/2019). 

State Parliament of Bremen (Bremische Bürgerschaft), members of the state parliament  
of Bremen (Mitglieder der Bremischen Bürgerschaft), 2019-2023 (last accessed 
20/12/2019). 

State Parliament of Hesse (Hessischer Landtag), members of the state parliament of 
Hesse, 20th legislative term (Abgeordnete des Hessischen Landtags der 20. 
Wahlperiode), 2019-2024 (last accessed 20/12/2019). 

State Parliament of Lower Saxony (Landtag Niedersachsen), Lower Saxony state 
parliament members (Abgeordnete des Landtags Niedersachsen), 2017-2022 (last 
accessed 20/12/2019). 

State Parliament of Mecklenburg-West Pomerania (Landtag Mecklenburg-Vorpommern), 
Mecklenburg-West Pomerania state parliament members (Abgeordnete des Landtags 
Mecklenburg-Vorpommern), 2016-2021 (last accessed 20/12/2019). 

State Parliament of North Rhine-Westphalia (Landtag Nordrhein-Westfalen), North Rhine-
Westphalia state parliament members (Abgeordnete des Landtags Nordrhein-Westfalen), 
2017-2022 (last accessed 20/12/2019). 

State Parliament of Rhineland-Palatinate (Landtag Rheinland-Pfalz), Rhineland-Palatinate 
state parliament members (Abgeordnete des Landtags Rheinland-Pfalz), 2016-2021 (last  
accessed 20/12/2019). 

State Parliament of Saxony-Anhalt (Der Landtag Sachsen-Anhalt), Saxony-Anhalt  state 
parliament members (Abgeordnete des Landtags Sachsen-Anhalt), 2016-2021 (last 
accessed 20/12/2019). 

State Parliament of Schleswig-Holstein (Schleswig-Holsteinischer Landtag), Schleswig-
Holstein state parliament members (Abgeordnete des Schleswig-Holsteinischen 
Landtags), 2017-2022 (last accessed 20/12/2019). 

State Parliament of Thuringia (Thüringer Landtag), Thuringia state parliament  members 
(Abgeordnete des Thüringer Landtags), 2014-2019 (last accessed 20/12/2019). 

State Parliament of the Free State of Saxony (Sächischer Landtag), Saxon Landtag 
members (Abgeordnete des Sächsischen Landtags), 2019-2024 (last accessed 
20/12/2019). 

Data in a report 

Baden-Wurttemberg state parliament (Landtag von Baden-Württemberg), 2017. Age 
structure of members of parliament as at 1 September 2017 (Altersstruktur der 
Abgeordneten, Stand 01.09.2017), 2017. In: Baden-Württemberg state parliament 
(Landtag), 16th legislative term (Landtag von Baden-Württemberg 16. Wahlperiode). 
Stuttgart: Landtag von Baden-Württemberg, p. 1 (last accessed 11/09/2017). 
Federal Statistical Office, Federal Returning Officer (Statistisches Bundesamt, Der 
Bundeswahlleiter), 2014. Voter turn-out for the 2014 European elections in the Länder 
broken down by gender and age, in percent (Wahlbeteiligung in den Ländern nach 
Geschlecht und Alter in Prozent bei den Europawahlen 2014). In: Election of members of 
the European Parliament from the Federal Republic of Germany on 25 May 2014. Volume 
4: voter turnout and voting by men and women, broken down by age group (Wahl der 
Abgeordneten des Europäischen Parlaments aus der Bundesrepublik Deutschland am 25. 
Mai 2014. Heft 4 Wahlbeteiligung und Stimmabgabe der Männer und Frauen nach 
Altersgruppen). Wiesbaden: Statistisches Bundesamt, Der Bundeswahlleiter, p. 13 (last  
accessed 10/08/2017). 

https://www.hamburgische-buergerschaft.de/abgeordnetenseite/
https://www.landtag-saar.de/abgeordnete-und-fraktionen/abgeordnete
http://www.bremische-buergerschaft.de/index.php?id=358,
https://hessischer-landtag.de/aktive-abgeordnete
https://hessischer-landtag.de/aktive-abgeordnete
https://www.landtag-niedersachsen.de/abgeordnete/
https://www.landtag-mv.de/landtag/abgeordnete/name.html
https://www.landtag-mv.de/landtag/abgeordnete/name.html
https://www.landtag.nrw.de/portal/WWW/Webmaster/GB_I/I.1/Abgeordnete/abgeordnetensuche.jsp
https://www.landtag.rlp.de/de/parlament/abgeordnete/
http://www.landtag.sachsen-anhalt.de/landtag/abgeordnete/abgeordnetensuche/
http://www.landtag.ltsh.de/abgeordnete/abgeordnete-alle/
http://www.landtag.ltsh.de/abgeordnete/abgeordnete-alle/
http://www.thueringer-landtag.de/landtag/abgeordnete-und-fraktionen/abgeordnete/
https://www.landtag.sachsen.de/de/abgeordnete-fraktionen/abgeordnete/index.cshtml
https://www.landtag-bw.de/files/live/sites/LTBW/files/dokumente/abgeordnete/Abgeordnete%2016.%20WP%20-%20Altersstruktur%20Auswertung%20Stand%202017-09-01.pdf
https://www.bundeswahlleiter.de/dam/jcr/36364fd6-bead-4038-845e-0ae72ec531d5/ew14_heft4.pdf
https://www.bundeswahlleiter.de/dam/jcr/36364fd6-bead-4038-845e-0ae72ec531d5/ew14_heft4.pdf
https://www.bundeswahlleiter.de/dam/jcr/36364fd6-bead-4038-845e-0ae72ec531d5/ew14_heft4.pdf
https://www.bundeswahlleiter.de/dam/jcr/36364fd6-bead-4038-845e-0ae72ec531d5/ew14_heft4.pdf
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Federal Statistical Office, Federal Returning Officer (Statistisches Bundesamt, Der 
Bundeswahlleiter), 2014. Eligible voters, actual voters and voter turnout in the federal 
states in 2013, broken down by gender and age group (Wahlberechtigte, Wähler und 
Wahlbeteiligung nach Geschlecht und Altersgruppen in den Ländern 2013). In: 18th 
Bundestag election on 22 September 2013 – volume 4: voter turnout and voting by men 
and women, broken down by age group (Wahl zum 18. Deutschen Bundestag am 22. 
September 2013 Heft 4 Wahlbeteiligung und Stimmabgabe der Männer und Frauen nach 
Altersgruppen). Wiesbaden: Statistisches Bundesamt, Der Bundeswahlleiter, pp. 26-34 
(last accessed 10/08/2017). 
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Youth and the World 
Bunk, B. (2017). Experiential learning abroad – an educational look at a youth 
phenomenon in the context of globalisation (Erfahrung[en] im Ausland als 
Bildungsprozess – pädagogische Perspektiven auf ein Jugendphänomen im Horizont  von 
Globalisierung). In: S. Jacob (ed.). Children and young people involved in society. 
Citizenship and engagement in a globalised world. (Engagierte Jugendliche in der 
Gesellschaft. Bürgerschaft und Engagement in einer globalisierten Welt.) Opladen, Berlin, 
Toronto: Verlag Barbara Budrich publishing house. 
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bis 17 Jahren in Deutschland.) (last accessed 20/04/2021). 
Engagement Global gGmbH (2016). Curriculum Framework: Education for Sustainable 
Development. (Orientierungsrahmen für den Lernbereich Globale Entwicklung im Rahmen 
einer Bildung für nachhaltige Entwicklung) Bonn. (second updated and expanded edition, 
page 16 et seq.) (last accessed 21/04/2021). 

Gaiser, Wolfgang/Krug, W./de Rijke, J. (2012): Working Paper 262. “Youth, sustainability 
and sustainable consumption” (Arbeitspapier 262. Jugend, Nachhaltigkeit und 
nachhaltiger Konsum). Hans-Böckler-Stiftung. Düsseldorf. 

German Advisory Council on Global Change (Wissenschaftlicher Beirat der 
Bundesregierung Globale Umweltveränderungen), 2011. World in Transition. A Social 
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German Environment Agency (Umweltbundesamt, UBA) (2011): Insight into youth 
culture. Connecting the topic of sustainability with the young generation. (Einblic k in die 
Jugendkultur. Das Thema Nachhaltigkeit bei der jungen Generation anschlussfähig 
machen). Dessau-Roslau. (last accessed 19/04/2021) 

German Environment Agency (Umweltbundesamt, UBA) (2016): The 2014 study 
Environmental Consciousness in Germany (Umweltbewusstsein in Deutschland). Dessau-
Roßlau. (last accessed 19/04/2021) 

German Environment Agency (Umweltbundesamt, UBA) (2019): The 2018 Environmental 
Consciousness Study (Studie zum Umweltbewusstsein in Deutschland). Dessau-Roßlau. 
(last accessed 19/04/2021) 
German Environment Agency (Umweltbundesamt, UBA) (2020): Future? Ask young 
people! (Zukunft? Jugend fragen!). Dessau-Roslau. (last accessed 19/04/2021) 

Grobbauer, H., 2016. Global citizenship education as transformative education (Global 
Citizenship Education als transformative Bildung). In: Journal of International Education 
Research and Development Education (Zeitschrift für internationale Bildungsforschung 
und Entwicklungspädagogik, ZEP) Issue 1'16 (last accessed 19/04/2021) 
Große-Oetringhaus, Hans-Martin (o. J.): Global education: An introduction (Globales 
Lernen: Eine Einführung in das Thema). (last accessed 19/04/2021). 
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(Hessisches Ministerium für Umwelt, Klimaschutz, Landwirtschaft und 
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Hessen). Wiesbaden. (last accessed 22/04/2021). 
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durch transformatives Lernen. Zur Notwendigkeit der erziehungswissenschaftlichen 
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https://www.bpb.de/shop/buecher/einzelpublikationen/311857/sinus-jugendstudie-2020-wie-ticken-jugendliche.%20Bonn:%20Bundeszentrale%20f%C3%BCr%20politische%20Bildung
https://www.bpb.de/shop/buecher/einzelpublikationen/311857/sinus-jugendstudie-2020-wie-ticken-jugendliche.%20Bonn:%20Bundeszentrale%20f%C3%BCr%20politische%20Bildung
https://www.engagement-global.de/globale-entwicklung-in-der-schule.html?file=files/2_Mediathek/Mediathek_EG/Angebote_A_Z/GES/Curriculum_Framework_barrierefrei.pdf
https://www.engagement-global.de/globale-entwicklung-in-der-schule.html?file=files/2_Mediathek/Mediathek_EG/Angebote_A_Z/GES/Curriculum_Framework_barrierefrei.pdf
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https://www.kmk.org/fileadmin/Dateien/veroeffentlichungen_beschluesse/2015/2015_06_00-Orientierungsrahmen-Globale-Entwicklung.pdf
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https://www.wbgu.de/fileadmin/user_upload/wbgu/publikationen/hauptgutachten/hg2011/pdf/wbgu_jg2011_en.pdf
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https://www.waxmann.com/index.php?eID=download&id_artikel=ART101946&uid=frei
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die 97. Arbeitstagung vom 10. bis 12.11.2004 in Erfurt). 
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Weiterbildungsinitiative Frühpädagogische Fachkräfte). WiFF Studien, volume 16. Munich. 

Mairhofer, A., 2019. Funding for open child and youth work (Die Finanzierung der offenen 
Kinder- und Jugendarbeit). In: neue praxis (4), pp. 304-330. 
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youth report – report on the living conditions of young people and the c ontributions of 
child and youth services in Germany (15. Kinder- und Jugendbericht. Bericht über die 
Lebenssituation junger Menschen und die Leistungen der Kinder- und Jugendhilfe in 
Deutschland). Berlin: Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and 
Youth (last accessed 22/11/2019). 

Pothmann, J., 2011. Child and youth work: Spending and financing (Ausgabenvolumen 
und Finanzierung der Kinder- und Jugendarbeit). In: EEO Enzyklopädie 
Erziehungswissenschaften. 

Seckinger, M., Pluto, L., Peucker, C., Gadow, T., 2009. DJI Youth Survey. F indings on 
structural features and challenges (DJI-Jugendverbandserhebung. Befunde zu 
Strukturmerkmale und Herausforderungen). Munich: German Youth Institute (last 
accessed 04/11/2019). 

Seckinger, M., Pluto, L., Peucker, C., van Santen, E., Gadow, T., 2016. Open c hild and 
youth work facilities. An empirical analysis (Einrichtungen der offenen Kinder- und 
Jugendarbeit. Eine empirische Bestandsaufnahme). Weinheim, Basel: Beltz Juventa. 

Tennstedt, F., 1992. Umbrella associations for non-statutory welfare organisations in 
Germany's dual welfare state (Die Spitzenverbände der Freien Wohlfahrtspflege im 
dualen Wohlfahrtsstaat). In: Soziale Arbeit (41), pages 343–356. 

Wanja project group (pub.), 2000. Guide to using effectiveness dialogue in open c hild 
and youth work. Safeguarding, developing and negotiating quality (Handbuch zum 
Wirksamkeitsdialog in der Offenen Kinder- und Jugendarbeit. Qualität sichern, entwickeln 
und verhandeln). Votum: Muenster. 
Zankl, P., 2019. Continuing professional development in open child and youth work (Fort- 
und Weiterbildung in der Offenen Kinder- und Jugendarbeit). In: deutsche jugend, vol. 
67., no. 7–8, pages. 313–321. 

https://www.bmfsfj.de/blob/112224/7376e6055bbcaf822ec30fc6ff72b287/12-kinder-und-jugendbericht-data.pdf
https://www.bmfsfj.de/blob/112224/7376e6055bbcaf822ec30fc6ff72b287/12-kinder-und-jugendbericht-data.pdf
https://www.bmfsfj.de/blob/112224/7376e6055bbcaf822ec30fc6ff72b287/12-kinder-und-jugendbericht-data.pdf
https://www.bmfsfj.de/blob/jump/93146/14-kinder-und-jugendbericht-data.pdf
https://www.bmfsfj.de/blob/jump/93146/14-kinder-und-jugendbericht-data.pdf
https://www.bmfsfj.de/blob/jump/93146/14-kinder-und-jugendbericht-data.pdf
https://www.bmfsfj.de/blob/115438/d7ed644e1b7fac4f9266191459903c62/15-kinder-und-jugendbericht-bundestagsdrucksache-data.pdf
https://www.bmfsfj.de/blob/115438/d7ed644e1b7fac4f9266191459903c62/15-kinder-und-jugendbericht-bundestagsdrucksache-data.pdf
https://www.bmfsfj.de/blob/115438/d7ed644e1b7fac4f9266191459903c62/15-kinder-und-jugendbericht-bundestagsdrucksache-data.pdf
https://www.dji.de/fileadmin/user_upload/bibs/64_11664_Jugendverbandserhebung2009.pdf
https://www.dji.de/fileadmin/user_upload/bibs/64_11664_Jugendverbandserhebung2009.pdf


Youth policies Germany – 2020  Youth Wiki 

386 

Official websites 
Youth Policy Governance 

ConAct Coordination centre German-Israeli Youth Exchange (ConAct 
Koordinierungszentrum Deutsch-Israelischer Jugendaustausch) (last accessed 
27/11/2019). 

Conference of Ministers for Youth and Family Affairs (Jugend- und 
Familienministerkonferenz der Länder, JMFK) (last accessed 27/11/2019). 

Independent Youth Policy Office (Arbeitsstelle Eigenständige Jugendpolitik) (last accessed 
27/11/2019). 

Coordination centre Czech-German Youth Exchange (Koordinierungszentrum Deutsch-
Tschechischer Jugendaustausch Tandem) (last accessed 27/11/2019). 

Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth 
(Bundesministerium für Familie, Senioren, Frauen und Jugend) (last accessed 
27/11/2019). 

Federal Office for Family Affairs and Civil Society Functions (Bundesamt für Familie und 
zivilgesellschaftliche Aufgaben) (last accessed 27/11/2019). 

Federal Review Board for Media Harmful to Minors (Bundesprüfstelle für 
jugendgefährdende Medien) (last accessed 27/11/2019). 

Federal Statistical Office (Statistisches Bundesamt) (last accessed 17/02/2020). 
Federal Youth Advisory Board (Bundesjugendkuratorium) (last accessed 27/11/2019). 

Foundation for Russian-German Youth Exchange (Stiftung Deutsch-Russischer 
Jugendaustausch) (last accessed 27/11/2019). 

Franco-German Youth Office (Deutsch-Französisches Jugendwerk) (last accessed 
27/11/2019). 

German Federal Youth Council (Deutscher Bundesjugendring) (last accessed 
27/11/2019). 

German parliament (Deutscher Bundestag) (last accessed 27/11/2019). 

• Committee for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth at the German 
parliament (Ausschuss für Familie, Senioren, Frauen und Jugend) (last accessed 
27/11/2019). 

• Commission for the Perception of Children’s Needs (Kinderkommission, Kiko) (last 
accessed 27/11/2019). 

German National Committee for International Youth Work (Deutsches Nationalkomitee 
für internationale Jugendarbeit, DNK) (last accessed 27/11/2019). 

German-Turkish Youth Bridge (Deutsch-Türkische Jugendbrücke) (last accessed 
27/11/2019). 

German Youth Institute (Deutsches Jugendinstitut, DJI) (last accessed 27/11/2019). 

IJAB – International Youth Service of the Federal Republic of Germany (IJAB – Fachstelle 
für Internationale Jugendarbeit der Bundesrepublik Deutschland e.V.) (last accessed 
17/02/2020). 

Independent Commissioner for Issues of Sexual Child Abuse (Unabhängiger Beauft ragte 
für Fragen des sexuellen Kindesmissbrauchs) (last accessed 27/11/2019). 

JUGEND für Europa - National Agency Erasmus+ YOUTH IN ACTION and European 
Solidarity Corps (JUGEND für Europa - Nationale Agentur Erasmus+ JUGEND IN AKTION 
und Europäisches Solidaritätskorps) (last accessed 27/11/2019). 
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https://www.destatis.de/DE/Home/_inhalt.html
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http://www.dbjr.de/
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http://www.jugendfuereuropa.de/
http://www.jugendfuereuropa.de/


Youth policies Germany – 2020  Youth Wiki 

387 

Office for Children and Youth Services Statistics (Arbeitsstelle Kinder- und 
Jugendhilfestatistik) (last accessed 27/11/2019). 
Polish-German Youth Office (Deutsch-Polnisches Jugendwerk) (last accessed 
27/11/2019). 
Voluntary Activities 

Website of an organisation 

Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth 
(Bundesministerium für Familie, Senioren, Frauen und Jugend) (last accessed 
15/04/2021). 

Federal Office for Family Affairs and Civil Society Functions (Bundesamt für Familie und 
zivilgesellschaftliche Aufgaben) (last accessed 15/04/2021). 

German parliament (Deutscher Bundestag) (last accessed 15/04/2021). 
• Parliamentary subcommittee on civic commitment (Unterausschuss des Bundestags‚ 

Bürgerschaftliches Engagement‘) (last accessed 15/04/2021). 
German Federal Youth Council (Deutscher Bundesjugendring) (last accessed 
15/04/2021). 

German Youth Institute (Deutsches Jugendinstitut, DJI) (last accessed 15/04/2021). 

IJAB – International Youth Service of the Federal Republic of Germany (IJAB – Fachstelle 
für Internationale Jugendarbeit der Bundesrepublik Deutschland e.V.) (last accessed 
15/04/2021). 

JUGEND für Europa - German National Agency for the “Youth in Ac t ion” EU Programme 
(JUGEND für Europa - Deutsche Agentur für das EU-Programm JUGEND IN AKTION) (last  
accessed 15/04/2021). 

Research Alliance German Youth Institute/Technical University of Dortmund 
(Forschungsverbund Deutsches Jugendinstitut/Technische Universität Dortmund) (last  
accessed 15/04/2021). 

Bilateral Youth Offices and coordination centres (all last accessed 15/04/2021). 

• ConAct Coordination centre German-Israeli Youth Exchange (ConAct 
Koordinierungszentrum Deutsch-Israelischer Jugendaustausch) 

• Coordination centre Czech-German Youth Exchange (Koordinierungszentrum Deutsch-
Tschechischer Jugendaustausch Tandem) 

• Foundation for Russian-German Youth Exchange (Stiftung Deutsch-Russischer 
Jugendaustausch) 

• Franco-German Youth Office (Deutsch-Französisches Jugendwerk) 

• German-Turkish Youth Bridge (Deutsch-Türkische Jugendbrücke) 

• Polish-German Youth Office (Deutsch-Polnisches Jugendwerk) 
Website of a project/programme etc. 

Federal Volunteer Service (Bundesfreiwilligendienst), (last accessed 15/04/2021). 

Franco-German Volunteer Service (Deutsch-Französischer Freiwilligendienst), (last 
accessed 15/04/2021). 

International Youth Voluntary Service (Internationaler Jugendfreiwilligendienst, IJFD), 
(last accessed 15/04/2021). 

kulturweit, cultural volunteering programme, (last accessed 15/04/2021). 

weltwärts, development-oriented volunteer service, (last accessed 15/04/2021). 

http://www.akjstat.tu-dortmund.de/
http://www.akjstat.tu-dortmund.de/
https://www.dpjw.org/
http://www.bmfsfj.de/
https://www.bafza.de/
https://www.bafza.de/
http://www.bundestag.de/
https://www.bundestag.de/ausschuesse/a13/eng
https://www.bundestag.de/ausschuesse/a13/eng
http://www.dbjr.de/
http://www.dji.de/
https://ijab.de/
https://ijab.de/
http://www.jugendfuereuropa.de/
http://www.forschungsverbund.tu-dortmund.de/
http://www.conact-org.de/
http://www.conact-org.de/
http://www.tandem-org.de/
http://www.tandem-org.de/
http://www.stiftung-drja.de/
http://www.stiftung-drja.de/
http://www.ofaj.org/
https://jugendbruecke.de/
http://www.dpjw.org/
https://www.ein-jahr-freiwillig.de/programme/bfd-bundesfreiwilligendienst
https://volontariat.ofaj.org/de/startseite/
http://www.ijfd-info.de/startseite.html
https://www.kulturweit.de/
https://www.weltwaerts.de/de/
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Youth voluntary services (Jugendfreiwilligendienste), (last accessed 15/04/2021). 
Junior ambassador (Juniorbotschafter/-innen), (last accessed 15/04/2021). 

Employment & Entrepreneurship 

Website of an organisation 
Action Alliance for International Recognition (Aktionsbündnis Anerkennung International) 
(last accessed 28/11/2019). 
Bavarian State Ministry for Education and Culture (Bayerisches Staatsministerium für 
Unterricht und Kultus) on entrepreneurship education (last accessed 28/11/2019). 

Berlin Senate Department for Economics, Energy and Public Enterprises (Berliner 
Senatsverwaltung für Wirtschaft, Energie und Betriebe) (last accessed 28/1/2019). 

Business angels network in Germany (Business Angels Netzwerk Deutschland e.V.) (last 
accessed 28/11/2019). 

Consortium of Junior Achievement organisations in Germany (Arbeitsgemeinschaft der 
Juniorenfirmen Deutschland e.V.) (last accessed 28/11/2019). 

Coordinating Head Office "Training Without Borders" (Zentrale Koordinierungstelle 
"Berufsbildung ohne Grenzen") (last accessed 28/11/2019). 

Eurodesk Germany (Eurodesk Deutschland) (last accessed 28/11/2019). 
Federal Agency for Civic Education (Bundeszentrale für politische Bildung) (last accessed 
13/04/2021). 
Federal Employment Agency (Bundesagentur für Arbeit) (last accessed 28/11/2019). 

Federal Institute for Vocational Education and Training (Bundesinstitut für Berufliche 
Bildung, BIBB) (last accessed 28/11/2019). 

• National Agency 'Education for Europe' (Nationale Agentur Bildung für Europa) at BIBB 
(last accessed 28/1/2019). 

o ECVET National Coordination Point (Nationale Koordinierungsstelle ECVET) at 
National Agency 'Education for Europe' at BIBB (last accessed 28/11/2019). 

Federal Ministry for Economic Affairs and Energy (Bundesministerium für Wirtsc haft und 
Energie), (last accessed 28/11/2019). 
Federal Ministry of Education and Research (Bundesministerium für Bildung und 
Forschung), (last accessed 28/11/2019). 
Federal Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs (Bundesministerium für Arbeit und Soziales), 
(last accessed 28/11/2019). 
German Academic Exchange Service (Deutscher Akademischer Austauschdienst) (last 
accessed 28/11/2019). 

German Association of Young Entrepreneurs (DIE JUNGEN UNTERNEHMER) (last accessed 
28/11/2019). 

German Children and Youth Foundation (Deutsche Kinder-und Jugendstiftung) (last 
accessed 28/11/2019). 

German Committee (Deutsches Komitee) of International Association for the Exchange of 
Students for Technical Experience (IAESTE) (last accessed 28/11/2019). 

German Pension Fund (Deutsche Rentenversicherung) (last accessed 28/11/2019). 

Going abroad working group (Arbeitskreis Wege ins Ausland) (last accessed 
28/11/2019). 

https://www.jugendfreiwilligendienste.de/
https://www.dfjw.org/programme-aus-und-fortbildungen/dfjw-juniorbotschafterinnen-und-botschafter.html
http://www.buendnis-anerkennung.de/
https://www.km.bayern.de/studenten/meldung/5249/entrepreneurship-ausbildung-mit-schwerpunkt-digitalisierung-wird-finanziell-unterstuetzt.html
https://www.km.bayern.de/studenten/meldung/5249/entrepreneurship-ausbildung-mit-schwerpunkt-digitalisierung-wird-finanziell-unterstuetzt.html
http://www.berlin.de/sen/wirtschaft/en/
http://www.business-angels.de/
http://www.arge-juniorenfirmen.de/
http://www.arge-juniorenfirmen.de/
http://www.berufsbildung-ohne-grenzen.de/
http://www.berufsbildung-ohne-grenzen.de/
https://www.ijab.de/en/eurodesk/
http://www.bpb.de/
https://www.arbeitsagentur.de/
https://www.bibb.de/
https://www.bibb.de/
https://www.na-bibb.de/
https://www.na-bibb.de/erasmus-berufsbildung/mobilitaet/ecvet-und-qualitaet/
https://www.bmwi.de/Navigation/DE/Home/home.html
https://www.bmwi.de/Navigation/DE/Home/home.html
https://www.bmbf.de/
https://www.bmbf.de/
https://www.bmas.de/DE/Startseite/start.html
https://eu.daad.de/de/
https://www.junge-unternehmer.eu/
https://www.dkjs.de/
http://www.iaeste.de/
https://www.deutsche-rentenversicherung.de/DRV/DE/Home/home_node.html;jsessionid=D5D76168AC582441BE0DDC77D5325293.delivery2-3-replication
https://www.wege-ins-ausland.org/
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Information and Support Center for vocational training abroad (Informations- und 
Beratungsstelle für Auslandsaufenthalte in der beruflichen Bildung) (last accessed 
28/11/2019). 

International Placement Services (Zentrale Auslands- und Fachvermittlung) of the 
Federal Employment Agency (last accessed 28/11/2019). 

JUGEND für Europa, National Agency Erasmus+ YOUTH IN ACTION and European 
Solidarity Corps (last accessed 28/11/2019). 
Pedagogical Exchange Service (Pädagogischer Austauschdienst) of the Standing 
Conference of the Ministers of Education and Cultural Affairs (last accessed 28/11/2019). 
Standing Conference of the Ministers of Education and Cultural Affairs of the states 
(Länder) in the Federal Republic of Germany (Kultusministerkonferenz, KMK) (last 
accessed 28/11/2019). 
• KMK on economic education (Wirtschaftliche Bildung) (last accessed 28/11/2019). 

School-Business Germany (SCHULEWIRTSCHAFT Deutschland) (last accessed 
28/11/2019). 

SchulePLUS network (last accessed 28/11/2019). 

Website of a project/programme etc. 
ASA programme (ASA-Programm), programme, 2019 (last accessed 28/11/2019). 

BOGEN, career orientation project in Mecklenburg-Western Pomerania, 2019 (last 
accessed 28/11/2019). 

Boys' Day, career guidance campaign for boys, 2019 (last accessed 28/11/2019). 

Brandenburg wants you! Vocational training is the future (Brandenburg will Dich! Hier hat 
Ausbildung Zukunft), campaign in the state of Brandenburg, 2017 (last accessed 
28/11/2019). 

Co-financing of mentoring for the transition into the labour market as per Art . 49 Book 
III Social Code (Kofinanzierung der Berufseinstiegsbegleitung nach § 49 SGB III), ESF 
federal programme, 2014-2019 (last accessed 28/11/2019). 

Competing on Economic Knowledge (Wirtschaftswissen im Wettbewerb), competition 
(last accessed 28/11/2019). 

Competition for digital start-ups (Gründerwettbewerb Digitale Innovationen), 
competition, 2019 (last accessed 28/11/2019). 

CrossCulture programme (CrossCulture Programm), programme, 2019 (last accessed 
28/11/2019). 
Development Cooperation Trainee Programme (Traineeprogramm der 
Entwicklungszusammenarbeit), programme, 2019 (last accessed 28/11/2019). 
Developing future prospects with assisted training (Zukunftschance Assistierte 
Ausbildung), programme in Saxony-Anhalt, 2019 (last accessed 28/11/2019). 

Drop in! Business open house week (SCHAU REIN! – Die Woche der offenen 
Unternehmen), Saxony’s largest initiative for hands-on career orientation, 2019 (last 
accessed 28/11/2019). 
Entrepreneurial Spirit in Schools (Unternehmergeist in die Schulen), group of initiat ives, 
2019 (last accessed 28/11/2019). 

Entrepreneurship Challenge (Herausforderung Unternehmertum), programme, 2019 (last  
accessed 28/11/2019). 

Erasmus+, EU programme, 2014-2020 (last accessed 28/11/2019). 

https://www.go-ibs.de/
https://www.go-ibs.de/
https://www.arbeitsagentur.de/vor-ort/zav/startseite
http://www.jugend-in-aktion.de/
https://www.kmk-pad.org/pad/english.html
https://www.kmk-pad.org/
https://www.kmk.org/
https://www.kmk.org/themen/allgemeinbildende-schulen/weitere-unterrichtsinhalte/wirtschaftliche-bildung-und-verbraucherbildung.html
https://www.schulewirtschaft.de/www/schulewirtschaft.nsf/id/EN_Home
https://www.schule-plus.de/
http://en.asa-programm.de/english/about-asa/overview/
https://asa.engagement-global.de/start.html
https://www.bildungswerk-wirtschaft.de/de/unsere_projekte/bogen_berufsorientierung_genderreflektiert_nachhaltig
https://www.boys-day.de/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCI3UobsW83yfHfqpNka8Byg
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCI3UobsW83yfHfqpNka8Byg
https://www.esf.de/portal/DE/Foerderperiode-2014-2020/ESF-Programme/bmas/2014-11-17-Berufseinstiegsbegleitung.html
https://www.wjd.de/de/projekte/wirtschaftswissen-im-wettbewerb-www
https://www.de.digital/DIGITAL/Navigation/DE/Gruenderwettbewerb/gruenderwettbewerb.html
https://www.ifa.de/en/fundings/crossculture-programme/
https://www.giz.de/de/jobs/446.html
https://www.giz.de/de/jobs/446.html
https://ms.sachsen-anhalt.de/themen/arbeit/berufsorientierung-ausbildung/assistierte-ausbildung/
https://ms.sachsen-anhalt.de/themen/arbeit/berufsorientierung-ausbildung/assistierte-ausbildung/
https://www.bildungsmarkt-sachsen.de/schau-rein-sachsen.php
https://www.bildungsmarkt-sachsen.de/schau-rein-sachsen.php
https://www.unternehmergeist-macht-schule.de/EN/englisch_node.html
https://www.unternehmergeist-macht-schule.de/DE/Startseite/home_node.html
https://www.herausforderung-unternehmertum.de/
https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/erasmus-plus/programme-guide/part-b/three-key-actions/key-action-1_en
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Erasmus for Young Entrepreneurs (Erasmus für Jungunternehmer), EU programme, 
2009-2019 (last accessed 28/11/2019). 
Your first EURES job, EU programme, 2019-2021 (last accessed 28/11/2019). 

Girls' Day, career guidance day for girls, 2019 (last accessed 28/11/2019). 

Federal student company contest (Bundes-Schülerfirmen-Contest), contest, 2019 (last  
accessed 28/11/2019). 

Future Day (Zukunftstag) in the state of Brandenburg, career advice day, 2019 (last 
accessed 28/11/2019). 

Future Starters (Zukunftsstarter), programme, 2016-2020 (last accessed 28/11/2019). 

German-American Traineeship Programme (Deutsch-Amerikanisches 
Praktikantenprogramm), programme, 2019 (last accessed 28/11/2019). 

German-Israeli collaborative vocational education programme (Deutsch-Israelisches 
Programm zur Zusammenarbeit in der Berufsbildung), programme, 2019 (last  ac cessed 
28/11/2019). 
German prize for young entrepreneurs (Deutscher Gründerpreis für Schüler), 
competition, 2019 (last accessed 28/11/2019). 

Get going (Durchstarter), training campaign, 2016 (last accessed 28/11/2019). 

I'm planning something even better (Ich hab was Besseres vor), poster campaign, 2016 
(last accessed 28/11/2019). 

Initiative on Educational Chains (Initiative Bildungsketten), initiative, 2010-2020 (last 
accessed 28/11/2019). 

JOBSTARTER plus, funding initiative, 2015-2019 (last accessed 28/11/2019). 

JUNIOR – Wirtschaft erleben (JUNIOR – get hands on with business), programme, 2019 
(last accessed 28/11/2019). 

Day-care centre plus (KitaPlus), federal programme, 2019 (last accessed 28/11/2019). 

Mentoring the transition to the labour market (Berufseinstiegsbegleitung), ESF federal 
programme, 2014-2020 (last accessed 28/11/2019). 

No school-leaving certificate without future prospects (Kein Abschluss ohne Anschluss), 
initiative in North Rhine-Westphalia, 2019 (last accessed 28/11/2019). 

Parliamentary Scholarship Programme (Parlamentarisches Patenschaftsprogramm), 
programme, 2019 (last accessed 09/08/2019). 

Promoting vocational education for sustainable development. Enabling green skills for 
climate-friendly, resource-efficient action at work (Über grüne Schlüsselkompetenzen zu 
klima- und ressourcenschonendem Handeln im Beruf), ESF programme, 2014-2020 (last  
accessed 08/08/2019). 

Pupils in the Director's Chair (Schüler im Chefsessel), project, 2019 (last accessed 
28/11/2019). 

Start-up BW@School, project, 2019 (last accessed 28/11/2019). 

startup@school, project, 2019 (last accessed 28/11/2019). 

Startup Week Germany (Gründerwoche Deutschland), week of events, 2019 (last 
accessed 28/11/2019). 

Supporting young people in the neighbourhood (JUGEND STÄRKEN im Quartier), ESF 
pilot programme, 2014-2020 (last accessed 28/11/2019). 

Reducing the apprenticeship drop-out risk (VerA) initiative, initiat ive, 2015-2018 (last  
accessed 28/11/2019). 

http://www.erasmus-entrepreneurs.eu/
http://www.yourfirsteuresjob.eu/en/home
https://www.girls-day.de/
https://www.bundes-schuelerfirmen-contest.de/
https://zukunftstagbrandenburg.de/der-zukunftstag/
https://www.arbeitsagentur.de/unternehmen/finanziell/foerderung-weiterbildung
https://www.giz.de/de/weltweit/16220.html
https://www.giz.de/de/weltweit/16220.html
https://www.na-bibb.de/ueber-uns/deutsch-israelisches-programm/
https://www.na-bibb.de/ueber-uns/deutsch-israelisches-programm/
https://www.dgp-schueler.de/top/wettbewerb.html
https://www.durchstarter.de/
https://handwerk.de/ausbildung
https://www.bildungsketten.de/index.php
https://www.jobstarter.de/
https://www.junior-programme.de/de/junior-schueler-erleben-wirtschaft/
https://kitaplus.fruehe-chancen.de/
https://www.esf.de/portal/DE/Foerderperiode-2014-2020/ESF-Programme/bmas/2014-11-17-Berufseinstiegsbegleitung.html
https://www.mags.nrw/uebergang-schule-beruf-startseite
https://www.bundestag.de/ppp
http://www.esf.de/portal/DE/Foerderperiode-2014-2020/ESF-Programme/bmub/berufsbildung-entwicklung-bbne.html
http://www.esf.de/portal/DE/Foerderperiode-2014-2020/ESF-Programme/bmub/berufsbildung-entwicklung-bbne.html
https://www.junge-unternehmer.eu/aktionen/schueler-im-chefsessel.html
https://startupbw-at-school.de/
https://www.startup-at-school.de/DE/Home/Willkommen/K108.htm
https://www.gruenderwoche.de/
https://www.jugend-staerken.de/just/programme/jugend-staerken-im-quartier
https://vera.ses-bonn.de/


Youth policies Germany – 2020  Youth Wiki 

391 

Training makes for proud parents (Ausbildung macht Elternstolz), campaign in Bavaria, 
2016 (last accessed 28/11/2019). 
Training without Borders (Berufsbildung ohne Grenzen), programme, 2019 (last accessed 
28/11/2019). 
Typically Me (Typisch ich), campaign, 2016 (last accessed 28/11/2019). 

Valikom, initiative, 2015-2018 (last accessed 28/11/2019). 

Vocational orientation programme (Berufsorientierungsprogramm), Programme to 
improve career guidance at inter-company vocational training centres and similar training 
facilities (Programm zur Förderung der Berufsorientierung in überbetrieblichen und 
vergleichbaren Berufsbildungsstätten), 2016. (Last accessed on 21/09/2020) 

Women do business (FRAUEN unternehmen), project, since 2014 (last accessed 
28/11/2019). 

Youth Start-Ups (Jugend gründet), competition, 2019 (last accessed 28/11/2019). 

xchange, exchange programme, 2018 (last accessed 28/11/2019). 
Social Inclusion 

Website of an organisation 

Caritas Germany (Caritas Deutschland) (last accessed 26/11/2018). 

Federal Agency for Civic Education (Bundeszentrale für politische Bildung) (last accessed 
26/11/2018). 
Federal Association for Assistance for the Homeless (Bundesarbeitsgemeinschaft 
Wohnungslosenhilfe) (last accessed 26/11/2018). 

Federal Association of Non-statutory Welfare (Bundesarbeitsgemeinschaft der Freien 
Wohlfahrtspflege) (last accessed 26/11/2018). 

Federal Association for Unaccompanied Minor Refugees (Bundesfachverband unbegleitete 
minderjährige Flüchtlinge e.V.) (last accessed 26/11/2018). 

Federal Centre for Health Education (Bundeszentrale für gesundheitliche Aufklärung) (last 
accessed 26/11/2018). 

Federal Employment Agency (Bundesagentur für Arbeit) (last accessed 26/11/2018). 

Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth 
(Bundesministerium für Familie, Senioren, Frauen und Jugend) (last accessed 
26/11/2018). 

Federal Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs (Bundesministerium für Arbeit und Soziales) 
(last accessed 26/11/2018). 
Federal Ministry of Education and Research (Bundesministerium für Bildung und 
Forschung) (last accessed 26/11/2018). 
Federal Ministry of Finance (Bundesministerium der Finanzen) (last accessed 
26/11/2018). 

Federal Ministry of the Interior (Bundesministerium des Innern) (last accessed 
26/11/2018). 

Federal Youth Advisory Board (Bundesjugendkuratorium) (last accessed 26/11/2018). 

German Centre for Addiction Issues (Deutsche Hauptstelle für Sucht fragen e.V.) (last 
accessed 26/11/2018). 

German children's fund (Deutsches Kinderhilfswerk) (last accessed 26/11/2018). 

German Medical Association (Bundesärztekammer) (last accessed 26/11/2018). 

https://www.elternstolz.de/start/
https://www.berufsbildung-ohne-grenzen.de/en/
https://www.berufsbildung-ohne-grenzen.de/
https://www.dasbringtmichweiter.de/typischich/
https://www.validierungsverfahren.de/startseite/
https://www.berufsorientierungsprogramm.de/de/allgemeine-informationen-1694.html
https://www.existenzgruenderinnen.de/DE/Vernetzung/Frauen-unternehmen/frauen-unternehmen_node.html
https://www.jugend-gruendet.de/
http://www.xchange-info.net/
https://www.caritas.de/
http://www.bpb.de/
http://www.bagw.de/
http://www.bagw.de/
http://www.bagfw.de/
http://www.bagfw.de/
http://www.b-umf.de/
http://www.b-umf.de/
http://www.bzga.de/
https://www.arbeitsagentur.de/
http://www.bmfsfj.de/
http://www.bmas.de/DE/Startseite/start.html
https://www.bmbf.de/
https://www.bmbf.de/
http://www.bundesfinanzministerium.de/
http://www.bmi.bund.de/
http://www.bundesjugendkuratorium.de/
http://www.dhs.de/dhs/landesstellen.html
https://www.dkhw.de/presse/pressemitteilungen/presse-details/kinderarmut-bekaempfen-ressortuebergreifenden-aktionsplan-auf-den-weg-bringen/
http://www.baek-fortbildungssuche.de/
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German statutory pension insurance scheme (Deutsche Rentenversicherung) (last 
accessed 26/11/2018). 
GKV network (GKV-Netzwerk) (last accessed 26/11/2018). 

International Society for Human Rights (Internationale Gesellschaft für Menschenrechte, 
IGFM) (last accessed 26/11/2018). 

National Coalition Germany (last accessed 26/11/2018). 

Service offices for Intercultural learning in daycare centres and schools (Servicestellen 
für Interkulturelles Lernen in Kita & Schule) (last accessed 26/11/2018). 

Standing Conference of the Ministers of Education and Cultural Affairs of the states 
(Länder) in the Federal Republic of Germany (Ständige Konferenz der Kultusminister der 
Länder in der Bundesrepublik Deutschland) (last accessed 26/11/2018). 

UNESCO Associated Schools (UNESCO-Projektschulen) (last accessed 09/08/2019). 
Working Party of the Länder Youth Offices (Bundesarbeitsgemeinschaft 
Landesjugendämter) (last accessed 26/11/2018). 
Youth migration services (Jugendmigrationsdienste) (last accessed 26/11/2018). 

Website of a project/programme etc. 

see also Employment &Entrepreneurship 

Among friends - Alliances for young refugees (Willkommen bei Freunden - Bündnisse für 
junge Flüchtlinge), programme, 2018 (last accessed 26/11/2018). 
Berlin youth democracy fund (Jugend-Demokratiefonds Berlin), regional fund, 2018 (last  
accessed 26/11/2018). 

Culture builds strength – Alliances for education (Kultur macht stark – Bündnisse für 
Bildung), programme, 2015-2017 (to be continued) (last accessed 26/11/2018). 

Democracy and tolerance (Demokratie und Toleranz), funding directive in Lower Saxony, 
2018 (last accessed 26/11/2018). 

Directive to promote measures for the societal and social integration of immigrants 
(Förderrichtlinie Integration), funding directive, 2018 (last accessed 26/11/2018). 

Education package (Bildungspaket), programme, 2018 (last accessed 26/11/2018). 
ESF-funded federal government programme for assistance with vocational training (ESF 
Bundesprogramm Berufseinstiegsbegleitung), programme, 2014-2022 (last accessed 
26/11/2018). 

Innovation fund (Innovationsfonds), fund, 2017-2019 (last accessed 26/11/2018). 

Live Democracy! (Demokratie leben!), programme, 2018 (last accessed 26/11/2018). 

No Hate Speech, campaign, 2018 (last accessed 26/11/2018). 

People helping people (Menschen stärken Menschen), programme, 2018 (last  ac cessed 
26/11/2018). 
Respect Coaches (Anti-Mobbing-Profis), project, 2018 (last accessed 26/11/2018). 

Social participation through work for young adult refugees and beneficiaries who are f it  
for work (Soziale Teilhabe durch Arbeit für junge erwachsene Flüchtlinge und 
erwerbsfähige Leistungsberechtigte STAFFEL), model programme, 2016-2018 (last 
accessed 26/11/2018). 
Support young people in the neighbourhood (JUGEND STÄRKEN im Quartier), model 
programme, 2015-2018 (last accessed 26/11/2018). 
University guarantee fund (Garantiefonds Hochschule), fund, 2018 (last accessed 
26/11/2018). 

http://www.deutsche-rentenversicherung.de/Allgemein/de/Navigation/3_Infos_fuer_Experten/01_Sozialmedizin_Forschung/01_sozialmedizin/fort_und_weiterbildung_node.html
http://www.gkv-netzwerk.de/
https://www.igfm.de/
http://www.netzwerk-kinderrechte.de/
http://www.lerneninterkulturell.de/
http://www.lerneninterkulturell.de/
http://www.kmk.org/
http://www.kmk.org/
https://www.unesco.de/bildung/unesco-projektschulen
http://www.bagljae.de/index.php
http://www.bagljae.de/index.php
http://www.jugendmigrationsdienste.de/
https://eacea-skuhaja.c9.fpfis.tech.ec.europa.eu/admin/structure/views/view/yw_chapters_export#Employment_Entrepreneurship
https://www.willkommen-bei-freunden.de/
https://www.willkommen-bei-freunden.de/
http://www.stark-gemacht.de/
http://www.buendnisse-fuer-bildung.de/
http://www.buendnisse-fuer-bildung.de/
http://www.soziales.niedersachsen.de/startseite/soziales_gesundheit/migration_und_teilhabe/demokratie_und_toleranz/demokratie-und-toleranz-106701.html
https://www.bmfsfj.de/blob/90462/848194e795c9a605323975811e36aac4/foerderrichtlinie-integration-data.pdf
http://www.bmas.de/DE/Themen/Arbeitsmarkt/Grundsicherung/Leistungen-zur-Sicherung-des-Lebensunterhalts/Bildungspaket/bildungspaket.htm
http://esf.de/portal/DE/Foerderperiode-2014-2020/ESF-Programme/bmas/2014-11-17-Berufseinstiegsbegleitung.html
http://esf.de/portal/DE/Foerderperiode-2014-2020/ESF-Programme/bmas/2014-11-17-Berufseinstiegsbegleitung.html
https://innovationsfonds.jugendgerecht.de/
https://www.demokratie-leben.de/
http://www.no-hate-speech.de/
http://www.menschen-staerken-menschen.de/
https://www.jugendmigrationsdienste.de/respekt-coaches
http://www.bmas.de/DE/Themen/Arbeitsmarkt/Modellprogramme/soziale-teilhabe-durch-arbeit-fuer-junge-erwachsene.html
http://www.jugend-staerken.de/programme/jugend-staerken-im-quartier.html
https://www.bmfsfj.de/bmfsfj/aktuelles/alle-meldungen/richtlinien--garantiefonds-hochschule--grundlegend-ueberarbeitet/111776
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Vocational orientation for refugees (Berufsorientierung für Flüchtlinge), programme, 
2016-2018 (last accessed 26/11/2018). 
Vocational training opportunities for refugees (Wege in Ausbildung für Flüchtlinge), 
initiative, 2018 (last accessed 26/11/2018). 
Youth Work International - Experiencing Diversity (Jugendarbeit international -  Vielfalt  
erleben, JiVE), initiative for education and integration, 2015-2018 (last accessed 
26/11/2018). 
Participation 

Website of an organisation 

Baden-Württemberg youth advisory board for the sustainability strategy (Baden-
württembergischer Jugendbeirat der Nachhaltigkeitsstrategie) (last accessed 
26/11/2018). 

Brandenburg state parliament (Landtag Brandenburg) on popular initiatives (last 
accessed 26/11/2018). 

Child and Youth Welfare Association (Arbeitsgemeinschaft der Kinder- und Jugendhilfe, 
AGJ) (last accessed 26/11/2018). 

Centre for Information and documentation of work against racism (Informations- und 
Dokumentationszentrum für Antirassismusarbeit e.V., IDA) (last accessed 26/11/2018). 

Child and youth advisory board Lauenburg (Kinder- und Jugendbeirat  Lauenburg) (last 
accessed 26/11/2018). 
Child and youth board of North Rhine-Westphalia (Kinder- und Jugendrat Nordrhein-
Westfalen) (last accessed 26/11/2018). 
Christian Democratic Union of Germany (Christlich-Demokratische Union Deutschlands, 
CDU) on party membership (last accessed 26/11/2018). 

Civic Participation Network (Netzwerk Bürgerbeteiligung) (last accessed 26/11/2018). 

Conference of the Ministers of Youth and Family Affairs (Jugendminister- und 
Familienkonferenz) (last accessed 26/11/2018). 

Coordinating body „Action for a youth-oriented society“ (Koordinierungsstelle „Handeln 
für eine jugendgerechte Gesellschaft“) (last accessed 26/11/2018). 

Federal Agency for Civic Education (Bundeszentrale für politische Bildung) (last accessed 
26/11/2018). 

Federal Council (Bundesrat) (last accessed 26/11/2018). 

Federal Constitutional Court (Bundesverfassungsgericht) (last accessed 26/11/2018). 

Federal Foreign Office (Auswärtiges Amt) (last accessed 17/02/2020). 

• Federal Foreign Office on ‘German schools abroad’ (Auslandsschulen) (last accessed 
17/02/2020). 

• Federal Foreign Office on ‘PASCH initiative’(PASCH-Initiative) (last accessed 
17/02/2020). 

Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth 
(Bundesministerium für Familie, Senioren, Frauen und Jugend) (last accessed 
26/11/2018). 
Federal Ministry of Education and Research (Bundesministerium für Bildung und 
Forschung, BMBF) (last accessed 26/11/2018). 
• BMBF on 'all-day' schools (Ganztagsschulen) (last accessed 26/11/2018). 

https://www.berufsorientierungsprogramm.de/
https://www.bmbf.de/de/aus-fluechtlingen-werden-auszubildende-2434.html
https://www.ijab.de/publikationen/detail/?tt_products%5BbackPID%5D=665&tt_products%5Bproduct%5D=71&cHash=89def3bfaea3978dcb353886b498c1c3
http://www.jive-international.de/
http://www.jive-international.de/
http://um.baden-wuerttemberg.de/de/service/presse/pressemitteilung/pid/jugendbeirat-der-nachhaltigkeitsstrategie-konstituiert-sich/
http://um.baden-wuerttemberg.de/de/service/presse/pressemitteilung/pid/jugendbeirat-der-nachhaltigkeitsstrategie-konstituiert-sich/
http://www.landtag.brandenburg.de/de/mitgestalten/volksgesetzgebung/volksbegehren/396768
https://www.agj.de/
http://www.idaev.de/
http://www.idaev.de/
https://www.lauenburg.de/stadt_und_buerger/rathaus_und_politik/kinder_und_jugendbeirat.php
http://www.kijurat-nrw.de/
http://www.kijurat-nrw.de/
https://www.cdu.de/artikel/fragen-und-antworten-zur-mitgliedschaft
https://www.cdu.de/artikel/fragen-und-antworten-zur-mitgliedschaft
http://www.netzwerk-buergerbeteiligung.de/
https://www.jfmk.de/
https://www.jfmk.de/
https://www.jugendgerecht.de/
https://www.jugendgerecht.de/
http://www.bpb.de/
http://www.bundesrat.de/
http://www.bundesverfassungsgericht.de/
http://www.auswaertiges-amt.de/
https://www.auswaertiges-amt.de/de/aussenpolitik/themen/kulturdialog/04-schulen
https://www.auswaertiges-amt.de/de/aussenpolitik/themen/kulturdialog/03_Sprache
http://www.bmfsfj.de/
http://www.bmbf.de/
http://www.bmbf.de/
https://www.ganztagsschulen.org/
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Federal Ministry of the Interior (Bundesministerium des Innern) (last accessed 
26/11/2018). 
Federal Network for Child and Youth Participation (BundesNetzwerk Kinder- und 
Jugendbeteiligung) (last accessed 26/11/2018). 
Federal President (Bundespräsident) (last accessed 26/11/2018). 

Federal Press Office (Presse- und Informationsamt der Bundesregierung) (last  accessed 
26/11/2018). 

Frankfurter Societäts-Medien GmbH running Facts about Germany (state & politics) (last  
accessed 26/11/2018). 

German Association of University Professors and Lecturers (Deutscher Hochschulverband) 
on laws in Higher Education (Hochschulgesetze) (last accessed 26/11/2018). 

German children's fund (Deutsches Kinderhilfswerk) (last accessed 26/11/2018). 

German Federal Youth Council (Deutscher Bundesjugendring) (last accessed 
26/11/2018). 
German National Association for Student Affairs (Deutsches Studentenwerk) (last 
accessed 26/11/2018). 

German parliament (Deutscher Bundestag) (last accessed 26/11/2018). 

German Research Institute for Public Administration (Deutsches Forschungsinstitut für 
öffentliche Verwaltung) (last accessed 26/11/2018). 

Hesse youth advisory board for the sustainability strategy (Jugendbeirat zur 
Nachhaltigkeitsstrategie Hessen) (last accessed 09/10/2017). 

Hessian Ministry for Social Affairs and Integration (Hessisches Ministerium für Soziales 
und Integration) with press release on youth action programme 'Shaping the future 
together' (Jugendaktionsprogramm 'Gemeinsam Zukunft gestalten) (last accessed 
07/08/2017). 

Independent Youth Policy Centre (Zentrum Eigenständige Jugendpolitik) (last  accessed 
24/08/2017). 

Joint initiative of providers of political education for youth (Gemeinsame Initiative der 
Träger Politischer Jugendbildung, GEMINI) (last accessed 24/08/2017). 

Local Government Associations at Federal Level (Bundesvereinigung der kommunalen 
Spitzenverbände) (last accessed 24/08/2017). 

Ministry for Children, Familiy Affairs, Refugees and Integration of the state of North 
Rhine-Westphalia (Ministerium für Kinder, Familie, Flüchtlinge und Integration des 
Landes Nordrhein-Westfalen) on ‘Independent youth policy’ (Eigenständige Jugendpolitik) 
(last accessed 24/08/2017). 

Ministry for Family Affairs, Women, Youth, Integration and Consumer Protection of the 
state of Rhineland-Palatinate (Ministerium für Familie, Frauen, Jugend, Integration und 
Verbraucherschutz des Landes Rheinland-Pfalz) on ‘Independent youth policy in 
Rhineland-Palatinate’ (Eigenständige Jugendpolitik in Rheinland-Pfalz) (last accessed 
24/08/2017). 
Ministry of Education, Youth and Sport of Thuringia (Thüringer Ministerium für Bildung, 
Jugend und Sport) (last accessed 24/08/2017). 

National committee for political education (Bundesausschuss politische Bildung e.V., bap) 
(last accessed 24/08/2017). 

Network for diversity-conscious youth and educational work (Netzwerk für 
DIVErsitätsbewusste Jugend- und Bildungsarbeit) (last accessed 24/08/2017). 

http://www.bmi.bund.de/
http://www.kinderpolitik.de/netzwerk
http://www.kinderpolitik.de/netzwerk
http://www.bundespraesident.de/
https://www.bundesregierung.de/Webs/Breg/DE/Bundesregierung/Bundespresseamt/_node.html
https://www.tatsachen-ueber-deutschland.de/en/categories/state-politics
https://www.hochschulverband.de/hochschulgesetzsammlung.html#_
https://www.dkhw.de/
http://www.dbjr.de/
http://www.studentenwerke.de/en
http://www.bundestag.de/
http://www.foev-speyer.de/
http://www.foev-speyer.de/
https://www.hessen-nachhaltig.de/de/ehemalige-gremien.html
https://www.hessen-nachhaltig.de/de/ehemalige-gremien.html
http://soziales.hessen.de/pressearchiv/pressemitteilung/gemeinsam-zukunft-gestalten
http://soziales.hessen.de/pressearchiv/pressemitteilung/gemeinsam-zukunft-gestalten
http://www.allianz-fuer-jugend.de/
http://www.bap-politischebildung.de/gemini/
http://www.bap-politischebildung.de/gemini/
http://www.staedtetag.de/wirueberuns/bv/index.html
http://www.staedtetag.de/wirueberuns/bv/index.html
http://www.mkffi.nrw/eigenstaendige-jugendpolitik-nordrhein-westfalen
http://mffjiv.rlp.de/de/themen/kinder-und-jugend/jes-eigenstaendige-jugendpolitik/
http://www.thueringen.de/th2/tmbjs/jugend/jugendpolitik/landesstrategie/index.aspx
http://www.thueringen.de/th2/tmbjs/jugend/jugendpolitik/landesstrategie/index.aspx
http://www.bap-politischebildung.de/gemini/
http://www.netzwerk-diversitaet.de/
http://www.netzwerk-diversitaet.de/
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Network for intercultural youth organisation work and research (Netzwerk interkultureller 
Jugendverbandsarbeit und -forschung, NiJaF) (last accessed 24/08/2017). 
Party of Young Socialists in the Social Democratic Party of Germany (Arbeitsgemeinschaft 
der Jungsozialistinnen und Jungsozialisten in der SPD, Jusos) on membership 
(Mitgliedschaft) (last accessed 24/08/2017). 

Regional media authorities (Landesmedienanstalten) (last accessed 09/08/2019). 

Regional Youth Council of Brandenburg (Landesjugendring Brandenburg) (last  accessed 
24/08/2017). 

Rhineland-Palatinate youth forum (jugendforum rlp) (last accessed 24/08/2017). 

School student councils of the federal states in the Federal Republic of Germany 
(Bundesschülerkonferenz) (last accessed 24/08/2017). 

Social Democratic Party of Germany (Sozialdemokratische Partei Deutschlands, SPD) on 
party membership (Mitgliedschaft) (last accessed 24/08/2017). 

Standing Conference of the Ministers of Education and Cultural Affairs of the Länder in 
the Federal Republic of Germany (Kultusministerkonferenz, KMK) (last accessed 
24/08/2017). 

• KMK on school acts (Schulgesetze) (last accessed 24/08/2017). 

• KMK on pupil participation (Schülerbeteiligung) (last accessed 24/08/2017). 

The Federal Returning Officer (Der Bundeswahlleiter) (last accessed 24/08/2017). 

Thuringia youth forum advisory board for sustainable development (Jugendforum Beirat  
für Nachhaltige Entwicklung Thüringen) (last accessed 24/08/2017). 

Umbrella organisation of incorporated and unincorporated student bodies fzs (fzs - freier 
zusammenschluss von studentInnenschaften) (last accessed 24/08/2017). 
German UNICEF comittee (Deutsches Komitee für UNICEF) on ‘Young people at Paris 
climate conference’ (Jugendliche bei der Klimakonferenz in Paris) 
Young Christian Democrats of Germany (JUNGE UNION Deutschlands, JU) on 
membership (Mitgliedschaft) (last accessed 24/08/2017). 
Youth information centre Nürnberg (Jugend Information Nürnberg) (last accessed 
24/08/2017). 

Youth participation resource centre of North Rhine-Westphalia (Servicestelle für Kinder-  
und Jugendbeteiligung in Nordrhein-Westfalen) (last accessed 24/08/2017). 

Youth PressGermany (Jugendpresse Deutschland e.V.) (last accessed 24/08/2017). 

Website of a project/programme etc. 
Active for democracy and tolerance (Aktiv für Demokratie und Toleranz), c ompet ition, 
2017 (last accessed 10/10/2017). 
Do it from 16! (Mach’s ab 16!), election campaign in Brandenburg, 2014 (last  ac cessed 
10/10/2017). 

I'm in politics (Ichmache>Politik), project, 2017 (last accessed 10/10/2017). 

Make yourself heard: your voice – your choice (Ton angeben. Deine Stimme – Deine 
Wahl), election campaign in Thuringia, 2014 (last accessed 10/10/2017). 

Vote from 16 (Wählen ab 16), election campaign in Baden-Württemberg, 2019 (last 
accessed 09/08/2019). 

We are bringers of happiness (neXTvote – Wir sind GlücksbringerXinnen), election 
campaign in Lower Saxony, 2017 (last accessed 10/10/2017). 

https://www.idaev.de/wir-ueber-uns/nijaf/
https://www.idaev.de/wir-ueber-uns/nijaf/
https://www.jusos.de/wir-jusos/mitmachen/
https://www.jusos.de/wir-jusos/mitmachen/
https://www.die-medienanstalten.de/en/
http://www.ljr-brandenburg.de/
https://www.jugendforum.rlp.de/
http://bundessch%C3%BClerkonferenz.de/
https://www.spd.de/unterstuetzen/mitglied-werden/
https://www.kmk.org/
http://www.kmk.org/dokumentation-und-statistik/rechtsvorschriften-lehrplaene/uebersicht-schulgesetze.html
http://www.kmk.org/themen/allgemeinbildende-schulen/schueler-eltern-ausserschulische-partner/schuelerinnen-und-schueler.html
https://www.bundeswahlleiter.de/
http://www.nachhaltigkeitsbeirat-thueringen.de/startseite/
http://www.nachhaltigkeitsbeirat-thueringen.de/startseite/
http://www.fzs.de/
http://www.fzs.de/
https://www.unicef.de/informieren/aktuelles/blog/2016/jugendliche-klimakonferenz/101158
https://www.junge-union.de/mitmachen/mitglied-werden/
http://www.jugendinformation-nuernberg.de/sueddeutsche-jugendinformationszentren.html
http://www.jugendbeteiligung-in-nrw.de/
http://www.jugendbeteiligung-in-nrw.de/
http://www.jugendpresse.de/
http://www.buendnis-toleranz.de/aktiv/aktiv-wettbewerb/
http://www.machs-ab-16.de/
http://tool.ichmache-politik.de/
https://www.tu-ilmenau.de/en/kontrast/gross/journalisten/pressemeldungen/einzelnachricht/newsbeitrag/15144/
https://www.tu-ilmenau.de/en/kontrast/gross/journalisten/pressemeldungen/einzelnachricht/newsbeitrag/15144/
https://www.waehlenab16-bw.de/wahl19_ergebnisse.html?&no_cache=1
http://www.nextvote.de/
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your first time (dein erstes mal), election campaign in Potsdam (Brandenburg), 2014 
(last accessed 10/10/2017). 
#youngNRW (#jungesnrw), awareness raising campaign in North Rhine-Westphalia, 
2017 (last accessed 10/10/2017). 
Get involved – make a difference (Sich einmischen – was bewegen), youth engagement  
competition in Rhineland-Palatinate, 2017 (last accessed 10/10/2017). 
junior election (Juniorwahl), project, 2017 (last accessed 10/10/2017). 

Participation – education – integration (Partizipation – Bildung – Integration), project in 
Berlin and Hamburg, 2013-2016 (last accessed 10/10/2017). 

rethink – think young – fresh ideas for NRW (umdenken – jungdenken! Frische Ideen für 
NRW), initiative in North Rhine-Westphalia, 2017 (last accessed 10/10/2017). 

Shaping the future together – 20 participation projects for Hesse (Gemeinsam Zukunft  
gestalten – 20 Partizipationsprojekte für Hessen), youth action programme, 2017-2019 
(last accessed 10/10/2017). 

Social cohesion through participation (Zusammenhalt durch Teilhabe, ZdT), federal 
programme, 2017-2020 (last accessed 10/10/2017). 

Standing up for children’s rights (Starkmachen für Kinderrechte), campaign, 2015 (last  
accessed 10/10/2017). 

Strong youth – make a difference (STARK gemacht! - Jugend nimmt Einfluss), 
programme in Berlin, 2017 (last accessed 10/10/2017). 
The future with us! (In Zukunft mit UNS!), programme in Baden-Württemberg, 2013-
2016 (last accessed 10/10/2017). 
You are politics (Du bist Politik), campaign in Saxony-Anhalt, 2016 (last accessed 
10/10/2017). 

Young people make a difference (Jugend BeWegt), programme in Baden-Würt temberg, 
2017 (last accessed 10/10/2017). 

Youth debate (Jugend debattiert), competition for schools, 2017 (last accessed 
10/10/2017). 

Live Democracy! (Demokratie leben!), federal programme, 2015-2019 (last accessed 
10/10/2017). 

No Hate Speech, campaign, 2016 (last accessed 10/10/2017). 

Blended Learning Democracy, pilot project, 2012-2013 (last accessed 10/10/2017). 
Democracy is important. Full Stop! (DEMOKRATIE IST WICHTIG. PUNKT!'), project, 
2016-2017 (last accessed 10/10/2017). 

Democratic Action (Demokratisch Handeln), competition, 2017 (last accessed 
10/10/2017). 

Wahl-O-Mat, election campaign, 2017 (last accessed 10/10/2017). 

JULEICA, information about the youth leader card, 2017 (last accessed 10/10/2017). 
JuMP youth, media and participation (JuMP Jugend, Medien und Partizipation), project in 
North Rhine-Westphalia, 2017 (last accessed 10/10/2017). 
Model European Parliament in Germany (Modell Europa Parlament Deutschland, MEP), 
programme, 2017 (last accessed 10/10/2017). 

Political participation as an aim of civic education (Politische Partizipation als Ziel der 
politischen Bildung), project, 2016-2019 (last accessed 10/10/2017). 

http://dein-erstes-mal-waehlen.sjr-potsdam.de/
http://www.jungesnrw.de/start/
https://www.jugendforum.rlp.de/dito/explore?action=cmsjournalshow&id=1551
http://www.juniorwahl.de/
http://www.ljrberlin.de/sites/default/files/Projektdoku%20PBI.pdf
http://www.umdenken-jungdenken.de/
http://www.umdenken-jungdenken.de/
https://soziales.hessen.de/presse/pressemitteilung/gemeinsam-zukunft-gestalten
https://soziales.hessen.de/presse/pressemitteilung/gemeinsam-zukunft-gestalten
http://www.zusammenhalt-durch-teilhabe.de/
http://www.bmfsfj.de/kinderrechte
http://www.stark-gemacht.de/de/Programm/programminfo.php
http://www.ljrbw.de/inzukunft-mituns.html
http://www.du-bist-politik.de/
http://www.jugendbeteiligung-bw.de/index.php?id=11
https://www.jugend-debattiert.de/
http://www.demokratie-leben.de/en.html
http://www.demokratie-leben.de/
https://no-hate-speech.de/
http://www.adb.de/node/72
http://www.gegen-vergessen.de/en/what-we-offer/demokratie-ist-wichtig-punkt.html
http://www.demokratisch-handeln.de/
http://www.bpb.de/politik/wahlen/wahl-o-mat/
http://www.juleica.de/
http://www.jump-nrw.de/home.html
http://www.mepgermany.de/information/%C3%BCber-das-mep/
http://www.arbeitundleben.de/projekte/laufende-projekte/item/politische-partizipation-als-ziel-der-politischen-bildung-2
http://www.arbeitundleben.de/projekte/laufende-projekte/item/politische-partizipation-als-ziel-der-politischen-bildung-2
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Pupil mentor programme (Schülermentorenprogramm), programme in Baden-
Württemberg, 2017 (last accessed 10/10/2017). 
Rhineland-Palatinate youth forum (jugendforum rlp), online-dialogue, 2012 (last 
accessed 10/10/2017). 
Schools: Partners for the Future, PASCH (Schulen: Partner der Zukunft, PASCH), 
initiative, 2017 (last accessed 10/10/2017). 
Standing up for children’s rights (Starkmachen für Kinderrechte), campaign, 2015 (last  
accessed 10/10/2017). 

Young people in state parliament (Jugend im Landtag), participation project in 
Mecklenburg-West Pomerania, 2017 (last accessed 10/10/2017). 

Youth Work International – Experiencing Diversity (Jugendarbeit international – Vielfalt  
erleben), youth political initiative, 2011-2017 (last accessed 10/10/2017). 

youth.participation.now (jugend.beteiligen.jetzt), project, 2016-2018 (last accessed 
10/10/2017). 

Education and Training 
Website of an organisation 

Association for Media Education and Communication Culture (Gesellschaft für 
Medienpädagogik und Kommunikationskultur e.V.) (last accessed 03/12/2019). 

• Association for Media Education and Communication Culture (Gesellschaft für 
Medienpädagogik und Kommunikationskultur e.V.) on the Dieter Baacke award (last  
accessed 03/12/2019). 

Bavarian State Chancellery (Bayerische Staatskanzlei) (last accessed 03/12/2019). 

Bavarian State Ministry for Education and Culture, Science and the Arts (Bayerisches 
Staatsministerium für Bildung und Kultus, Wissenschaft und Kunst) on the new Bavarian 
lower and upper secondary ("Gymnasium") level (Das neue bayerische Gymnasium) (last  
accessed 03/12/2019). 

Conference of the Ministers of Youth and Family (Jugend- und Familienministerkonferenz) 
(last accessed 03/12/2019). 

Coordinating body „Action for a youth-oriented society“ (Koordinierungsstelle „Handeln 
für eine jugendgerechte Gesellschaft“) (last accessed 03/12/2019). 

Engagement Global gGmbH (last accessed 03/12/2019). 

Federal Agency for Civic Education (Bundeszentrale für politische Bildung) (last accessed 
03/12/2019). 
Federal association of regional youth offices (Bundesarbeitsgemeinschaft 
Landesjugendämter) (last accessed 03/12/2019). 
Federal Association of Youth Art Schools and Cultural Education Institutions 
(Bundesverband der Jugendkunstschulen und kulturpädagogischen Einric htungen e.V.) 
(last accessed 03/12/2019). 
Federal Employment Agency (Bundesagentur für Arbeit) (last accessed 03/12/2019). 

Federal Institute for Vocational Education and Training (Bundesinstitut für Berufsbildung, 
BiBB) (last accessed 03/12/2019). 

• National Agency 'Education for Europe' (Nationale Agentur Bildung für Europa) at BIBB 
(last accessed 03/12/2019). 

Federal Foreign Office (Auswärtiges Amt) (last accessed 03/12/2019). 

http://www.km-bw.de/,Lde/Startseite/Schule/Schuelermentorenprogramme
https://www.jugendforum.rlp.de/
http://www.pasch-net.de/
https://www.bmfsfj.de/kinderrechte
http://www.ljrmv.de/ljrmv/langzeit-projekte/jugend-im-landtag/
https://www.jive-international.de/about-jive/
http://www.jive-international.de/
http://www.jive-international.de/
http://www.jugend.beteiligen.jetzt/
http://gmk-net.de/
http://gmk-net.de/
http://www.dieter-baacke-preis.de/dieter-baacke-preis/was-ist-medienkompetenz/
http://www.bayern.de/staatsregierung/staatskanzlei/
https://stmwk.bayern.de/allgemein/meldung/5082/so-entwickelt-sich-das-gymnasium-zeitgemaess-weiter.html
https://www.jfmk.de/
https://www.jugendgerecht.de/
https://www.jugendgerecht.de/
https://www.engagement-global.de/
http://www.bpb.de/
http://www.bagljae.de/
http://www.bagljae.de/
https://www.bjke.de/
https://www.arbeitsagentur.de/
http://www.bibb.de/
https://www.na-bibb.de/
http://www.auswaertiges-amt.de/
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Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth 
(Bundesministerium für Familie, Senioren, Frauen und Jugend, BMFSFJ) (last  accessed 
03/12/2019). 

• BMFSFJ on voluntary services (Freiwilligendienste) (last accessed 03/12/2019). 

• BMFSFJ on promotion of democracy and prevention of extremism 
(Demokratieförderung und Extremismusprävention) (last accessed 03/12/2019). 

Federal Ministry of Education and Research (Bundesministerium für Bildung und 
Forschung, BMBF) (last accessed 03/12/2019). 

• BMBF on all-day schools (Ganztagsschulen) (last accessed 03/12/2019). 

• BMBF on the cooperation between the federation and the federal states in research 
and education (Kooperation von Bund und Ländern in Wissenschaft und Bildung) (last  
accessed 03/12/2019). 

Federal Ministry of Justice and Consumer Protection (Bundesministerium der Just iz und 
für Verbraucherschutz) (last accessed 03/12/2019). 

Federal Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs (Bundesministerium für Arbeit und Soziales, 
BMAS) (last acessed 03/12/2019). 

• BMAS on the education package (Bildungspaket) (last accessed 03/12/2019). 

Federal Review Board for Media Harmful to Minors (Bundesprüfstelle für 
jugendgefährdende Medien) (last accessed 03/12/2019). 
Foundation for Russian-German Youth Exchange (Stiftung Deutsch-Russischer 
Jugendaustausch) (last accessed 03/12/2019). 

Foundation for the Social Pedagogical Institute Berlin (Stiftung SPI) (last accessed 
03/12/2019). 

Franco-German Youth Office (Deutsch-Französisches Jugendwerk) (last accessed 
03/12/2019). 

German Academic Exchange Service (Deutscher Akademischer Austauschdienst) (last 
accessed 03/12/2019). 

German Association for Public and Private Welfare (Deutscher Verein für öffent liche und 
private Fürsorge) (last accessed 03/12/2019). 

German Children and Youth Foundation (Deutsche Kinder- und Jugendstiftung) (last 
accessed 03/12/2019). 

German children's fund (Deutsches Kinderhilfswerk) (last accessed 03/12/2019). 

German Commission for UNESCO (Deutsche UNESCO-Kommission) (last accessed 
03/12/2019). 

German Education Server (Deutscher Bildungsserver, DBS) (last accessed 28/08/2017). 

• DBS on ministries of education in the federal states (Kultusministerien) (last accessed 
03/12/2019). 

German Federal Youth Council (Deutscher Bundesjugendring) (last accessed 
03/12/2019). 

German Federation for Cultural Youth Education (Bundesvereinigung Kulturelle Kinder- 
und Jugendbildung e.V.) (last accessed 03/12/2019). 
German parliament (Deutscher Bundestag) (last accessed 03/12/2019). 

German Rectors’ Conference (Hochschulrektorenkonferenz) (last accessed 03/12/2019). 

German Sports Youth (Deutsche Sportjugend) (last accessed 03/12/2019). 

http://www.bmfsfj.de/
https://www.bmfsfj.de/bmfsfj/themen/engagement-und-gesellschaft/freiwilligendienste
https://www.bmfsfj.de/bmfsfj/themen/engagement-und-gesellschaft/demokratiefoerderung-und-extremismuspraevention
https://www.bmbf.de/
https://www.bmbf.de/
http://www.ganztagsschulen.org/
https://www.bmbf.de/de/kooperation-von-bund-und-laendern-in-wissenschaft-und-bildung-77.html
http://www.bmjv.de/
http://www.bmjv.de/
http://www.bmas.de/
http://www.bildungspaket.bmas.de/
http://www.bundespruefstelle.de/bpjm/jugendmedienschutz.html
http://www.bundespruefstelle.de/bpjm/jugendmedienschutz.html
https://www.stiftung-drja.de/
https://www.stiftung-drja.de/
http://www.spi-programmagentur.de/
http://www.spi-programmagentur.de/
https://www.dfjw.org/
https://www.daad.de/en/
https://www.deutscher-verein.de/
https://www.deutscher-verein.de/
https://www.dkjs.de/
https://www.dkhw.de/
https://www.dkhw.de/
http://www.unesco.de/index.php?id=11680
http://www.bildungsserver.de/
http://www.bildungsserver.de/Kultusministerien-580.html
http://www.dbjr.de/
http://www.bkj.de/
http://www.bkj.de/
https://www.bundestag.de/
https://www.hrk.de/
https://www.dsj.de/


Youth policies Germany – 2020  Youth Wiki 

399 

German-Turkish youth bridge (Deutsch-Türkische Jugendbrücke) (last accessed 
03/12/2019). 
GIZ [Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH] (last 
accessed 03/12/2019). 
Goethe Institute (Goethe-Institut) (last accessed 03/12/2019). 

Institute for youth work (Institut für Jugendarbeit) (last accessed 03/12/2019). 

IJAB – International Youth Service of the Federal Republic of Germany (IJAB – Fachstelle 
für Internationale Jugendarbeit der Bundesrepublik Deutschland e.V.) (last accessed 
17/02/2020). 

JFF - Institute for Media Research and Media Education (JFF – Institut für 
Medienpädagogik in Forschung und Praxis) (last accessed 03/12/2019). 

Ministry of Education of the state of Saxony-Anhalt (Ministerium für Bildung des Landes 
Sachsen-Anhalt) (last accessed 03/12/2019). 

National Committee for Political Education (Bundesausschuss politische Bildung e.V.) (last 
accessed 03/12/2019). 
North Rhine Westphalian Ministry of School and Education (MInisterium für Schule und 
Bildung des Landes Nordrhein-Westfalen on further developing lower and upper 
secondary "Gymnasium" level (8 years/9 years)‘ [Weiterentwicklung des Gymnasiums 
(G8/ G9)] (last accessed 03/12/2019). 

Pedagogical Exchange Service (Pädagogischer Austauschdienst) (last accessed 
03/12/2019). 

Polish-German Youth Office (Deutsch-Polnisches Jugendwerk) (last accessed 
03/12/2019). 
Senate Administration for Education, Youth and Family (Senatsverwaltung für Bildung, 
Jugend und Familie) (last accessed 03/12/2019). 
Standing Conference of the Ministers of Education and Cultural Affairs 
(Kultusministerkonferenz) (last accessed 03/12/2019). 
State media authorities (Landesmedienanstalten) (last accessed 03/12/2019). 

• Commission for the Protection of Minors in the Media (Kommission für 
Jugendmedienschutz) (last accessed 03/12/2019). 

Thuringian Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports (Thüringer Ministerium für Bildung, 
Jugend und Sport) (last accessed 03/12/2019). 

Foundation for youth stamps (Stiftung Deutsche Jugendmarke) (last accessed 
03/12/2019). 

UK-German Connection (last accessed 03/12/2019). 

Youth Information Nuremberg (Jugend Information Nürnberg) on youth information 
services in the South of Germany (Süddeutsche Jugendinformationszentren) (last 
accessed 03/12/2019). 
Website of a project/programme etc. 

"23+ strong schools" (23+ starke Schulen), programme in Hamburg, 2017 (last accessed 
03/12/2019). 

African-German Youth Initiative (Deutsch-Afrikanische Jugendinitiative), inititative, 2017 
(last accessed 03/12/2019). 

Among friends - Alliances for young refugees (Willkommen bei Freunden - Bündnisse für 
junge Flüchtlinge), federal programme, 2017 (last accessed 03/12/2019). 

https://jugendbruecke.de/
https://www.giz.de/en/html/index.html
https://www.giz.de/de/html/index.html
https://www.goethe.de/de/index.html
https://www.institutgauting.de/
https://ijab.de/
https://ijab.de/
https://www.jff.de/
https://www.jff.de/
https://mb.sachsen-anhalt.de/start/
https://mb.sachsen-anhalt.de/start/
http://www.bap-politischebildung.de/gemini/
https://www.schulministerium.nrw.de/docs/Schulpolitik/G8-G9/index.html
https://www.schulministerium.nrw.de/docs/Schulpolitik/G8-G9/index.html
http://www.kmk-pad.org/
http://www.dpjw.org/
https://www.berlin.de/sen/bjf/
https://www.berlin.de/sen/bjf/
http://www.kmk.org/
http://www.die-medienanstalten.de/
http://www.die-medienanstalten.de/ueber-uns/organisation/kommission-fuer-jugendmedienschutz-kjm.html
http://www.die-medienanstalten.de/ueber-uns/organisation/kommission-fuer-jugendmedienschutz-kjm.html
https://www.thueringen.de/th2/tmbjs/
https://www.thueringen.de/th2/tmbjs/
http://www.jugendmarke.de/
http://www.ukgermanconnection.org/home
http://www.jugendinformation-nuernberg.de/sueddeutsche-jugendinformationszentren.html
http://www.hamburg.de/23plus/schulen
https://daj.engagement-global.de/
https://www.willkommen-bei-freunden.de/
https://www.willkommen-bei-freunden.de/
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Berlin - Youth social work at Berlin schools (Jugendsozialarbeit an Berliner Schulen), 
programme in Berlin, 2017 (last accessed 03/12/2019). 
Brigitte Sauzay programme (Brigitte-Sauzay-Programm), programme, 2017 (last 
accessed 03/12/2019). 
Children to Mount Olympus! (Kinder zum Olymp!), initiative, 2017 (last accessed 
03/12/2019). 
Creative potentials in Hamburg (Kreativpotentiale Hamburg), project, 2017 (last 
accessed 03/12/2019). 

Cultural agents for creative schools” (Kulturagenten für kreative Schulen), programme, 
2017 (last accessed 03/12/2019). 

Culture builds strength – Alliances for education (Kultur macht stark – Bündnisse für 
Bildung), programme, 2015-2017 (to be continued 2018-2022) (last accessed 
03/12/2019). 

Culture.Researcher! (Kultur.Forscher!), programme, since 2009 (last accessed 
03/12/2019). 

Digital media in vocational training (Digitale Medien in der beruflichen Bildung), 
programme, 2014-2020 (last accessed 03/12/2019). 

Diversity in schools (Schule der Vielfalt), project, 2017 (last accessed 03/12/2019). 

Education package (Bildungspaket), programme, 2017 (last accessed 03/12/2019). 
EiJO! Active in youth organisations (EiJO! Engagiert in Jugendorganisationen), campaign, 
2014-2015 (last accessed 03/12/2019). 

Ensuring success at school (Schulerfolg sichern), programme in Saxony-Anhalt , 2015 -  
2020 (last accessed 03/12/2019). 

'Erasmus+', programme, 2014-2020 (last accessed 03/12/2019). 

Foreign language assistants (Fremdsprachenassistenzkräfte), programme, 2017 (last 
accessed 03/12/2019). 

Language assistants (Sprachassistenzen), programme, 2017 (last accessed 03/12/2019). 

Gender-sensitive career counselling – Training and coaching for career counsellors 
(Gendersensible Berufsorientierung – Training und Coaching für Fachkräfte in der 
Berufsorientierung), project, 2015-2016 (last accessed 03/12/2019). 
'German American Partnership Program (GAPP)', programme, 2019 (last accessed 
03/12/2019). 
Germany Plus (Deutschland Plus), programme, 2017 (last accessed 03/12/2019). 

"Get out" - the effect of Youth Art Schools (Rauskommen! - Der Jugendkunstschuleffekt), 
competition, 2017 (last accessed 03/12/2019). 

Hands-on Russia (Russland in der Praxis), programme, 2017 (last accessed 03/12/2019). 

HERE I AM!” (HIER BIN ICH!), campaign, 2014 (last accessed 03/12/2019). 

Initiative on Educational Chains (Initiative Bildungsketten), initiative, 2010-2020 (last 
accessed 03/12/2019). 

Innovative higher education institutions (Innovative Hochschule), init iat ive, 2017 (last  
accessed 03/12/2019). 

Innovative STEM-related teaching ideas (Innovative MINT-Unterrichtsideen), competition, 
2017 (last accessed 03/12/2019). 

'#internationalheart', action weeek, 2019 (last accessed 03/12/2019). 

http://www.spi-programmagentur.de/
https://www.dfjw.org/brigitte-sauzay-programm
http://www.kulturstiftung.de/kinder-zum-olymp/
https://li.hamburg.de/kreativpotentiale/12121614/kreativpotentiale/
http://www.kulturagenten-programm.de/
http://www.buendnisse-fuer-bildung.de/
http://www.buendnisse-fuer-bildung.de/
http://www.kultur-forscher.de/einblicke.html
https://www.qualifizierungdigital.de/_medien/downloads/BMBF_Digitale_Medien_2015_BARRIEREFREI.PDF
http://www.schule-der-vielfalt.org/
http://www.bmas.de/DE/Themen/Arbeitsmarkt/Grundsicherung/Leistungen-zur-Sicherung-des-Lebensunterhalts/Bildungspaket/bildungspaket.htm
https://www.landesjugendring-saar.de/projekte/eijo-ohne-uns-sieht-es-saarland-alt-aus/
https://www.schulerfolg-sichern.de/programm.html
https://www.erasmusplus.de/
https://www.kmk-pad.org/programme/fremdsprachenassistenzkraefte.html
https://www.daad.de/de/im-ausland-studieren-forschen-lehren/lehren-im-ausland/daad-sprachassistentenprogramm/
http://www.arbeit-und-leben.de/referenzen/gendersensible-berufsorientierung.html
http://www.arbeit-und-leben.de/referenzen/gendersensible-berufsorientierung.html
https://www.kmk-pad.org/programme/german-american-partnership-program-gapp.html
https://www.kmk-pad.org/programme/deutschland-plus.html
https://www.bjke.de/index.php?id=438
https://goeast.daad.de/de/22617/index.html
http://www.lag-kath-okja-nrw.de/die-landesstelle/projekte/
http://www.bildungsketten.de/index.php
http://www.innovative-hochschule.de/
http://www.mnu.de/wettbewerbe#innovative_unterrichtsideen
https://www.ijab.de/internationalheart/
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International winners’ programme (Internationales Preisträgerprogramm), programme, 
2017 (last accessed 03/12/2019). 
Juleica for everyone! (Juleica für alle!), campaign , 2014-2015 (last accessed 
03/12/2019). 
Junior engineer academy school partnerships (Junior-Ingenieur-Akademie-
Schulpartnerschaften), programme, 2017 (last accessed 03/12/2019). 
'klicksafe', initiative, 2017 (last accessed 03/12/2019). 

'kulturweit', cultural volunteering programme, 2019 (last accessed 03/12/2019). 

Learning social responsibility (Soziale Verantwortung lernen), (student mentoring) 
programme, 2017 (last accessed 03/12/2019). 
Learning workshop “Leonardo’s masterclass” (Lernwerkstatt "Leonardos Meisterbude"), 
project in Cottbus (Brandenburg), 2017 (last accessed 03/12/2019). 
Live Democracy! (Demokratie leben!), programme, 2017 (last accessed 24/08/2017). 

LOOK OUT! How your child handles media (SCHAU HIN! Was Dein Kind mit Medien 
macht), initiative, 2017 (last accessed 03/12/2019). 

Media scouts NRW (Medienscouts NRW), project in North Rhine-Westphalia, 2017 (last  
accessed 03/12/2019). 

'MIXED UP', competition, 2017 (last accessed 03/12/2019). 

"mytraineeshipabroad" (#meinauslandspraktikum), campaign, 2017 (last accessed 
03/12/2019). 
National cooperations to remove gender clichés from career orientation (Nationale 
Kooperationen zur Berufs- und Studienwahl frei von Geschlechterklisc hees), init iat ive, 
2017 (last accessed 03/12/2019). 
No education without media (Keine Bildung ohne Medien), initiative, 2017 (last accessed 
03/12/2019). 
No Hate Speech, campaign, 2017 (last accessed 03/12/2019). 

Online safety (Sicher online gehen), initiative, 2012-2013 (last accessed 03/12/2019). 

Opportunities for parents II (Elternchance II – Familien früh für Bildung gewinnen), 
programme, 2015-2020 (last accessed 03/12/2019). 

Parachute - Assistance for delinquent children and adolescents (Fallschirm – Hilfen für 
straffällige Kinder und Jugendliche), project in Berlin, 2017 (last accessed 03/12/2019). 

School exchange (Austausch macht Schule), initiative, 2017 (last accessed 03/12/2019). 
School Exchange Programme for Development Education (Entwicklungspolitisches 
Schulaustauschprogramm, ENSA), programme, 2017 (last accessed 03/12/2019). 

School mentors – Together for strong schools (Schulmentoren – Hand in Hand für starke 
Schulen), project in Hamburg, 2014-2017 (last accessed 03/12/2019). 

School partnerships with China (Schulpartnerschaften mit China), programme, 2017 (last 
accessed 03/12/2019). 

School partnerships with Israel (Schulpartnerschaften mit Israel), programme, 2017 (last 
accessed 03/12/2019). 

School partnerships with schools in eastern, central eastern and south eastern Europe 
and the Baltic states (Schulpartnerschaften mit Schulen in Ost-, Mittelost- und 
Südosteuropa sowie den Baltischen Staaten), programme, 2017 (last accessed 
03/12/2019). 

https://www.kmk-pad.org/programme/internationales-preistraegerprogramm.html
https://www.bjr.de/themen/ehrenamt/juleica/juleica-kampagne.html
https://www.kmk-pad.org/aktuelles/artikelansicht/junior-ingenieur-akademie-schulpartnerschaften.html
https://www.kmk-pad.org/aktuelles/artikelansicht/junior-ingenieur-akademie-schulpartnerschaften.html
http://www.klicksafe.de/
http://www.kulturweit.de/
http://www.schuelermentor.de/
http://www.stiftung-spi.de/projekte/lw-leonardo/
https://www.demokratie-leben.de/
https://www.schau-hin.info/
https://www.schau-hin.info/
http://www.medienscouts-nrw.de/
https://www.mixed-up-wettbewerb.de/
https://www.na-bibb.de/erasmus-berufsbildung/mobilitaet/mein-auslandspraktikum/
https://www.klischee-frei.de/
https://www.klischee-frei.de/
https://www.keine-bildung-ohne-medien.de/
http://www.no-hate-speech.de/
http://www.sicher-online-gehen.de/
https://www.elternchance.de/
http://www.stiftung-spi.de/projekte/fallschirm/
http://www.stiftung-spi.de/projekte/fallschirm/
http://www.austausch-macht-schule.org/
https://ensa.engagement-global.de/
https://ensa.engagement-global.de/
http://www.hamburg.de/schulmentoren
http://www.hamburg.de/schulmentoren
http://www.hamburg.de/schulmentoren
https://www.kmk-pad.org/programme/mercator-schulpartnerschaftsfonds-deutschland-china.html
https://www.kmk-pad.org/programme/schulpartnerschaften-mit-israel.html
https://www.kmk-pad.org/programme/schulpartnerschaften-mit-ost-mittelost-und-suedosteuropa-sowie-baltischen-staaten.html
https://www.kmk-pad.org/programme/schulpartnerschaften-mit-ost-mittelost-und-suedosteuropa-sowie-baltischen-staaten.html
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Schools: Partners for the Future, PASCH (Schulen: Partner der Zukunft, PASCH), 
initiative, 2019 (last accessed 03/12/2019). 
'SCHULWÄRTS!', programme, 2019 (last accessed 03/12/2019). 

"Shoreless" – International Youth Work (Uferlos – Internationale Jugendarbeit), 
campaign in Saxony, 2017 (last accessed 03/12/2019). 

Smartphone sector (Handysektor), project, 2017 (last accessed 03/12/2019). 

'Strengthening Bridges: Youth Exchange between Turkey and Germany', projec t , 2017) 
(last accessed 03/12/2019). 

Strengthening youth (JUGEND STÄRKEN), initiative, 2014-2020 (last accessed 
03/12/2019). 
Success at school (Erfolg macht Schule), programme in Thuringia, 2016-2019 (last 
accessed 03/12/2019). 
'Teaching German at US schools', pilot programme, 2017/18 and 2018/19 (last accessed 
03/12/2019). 
'Voltaire', programme, 2017 (last accessed 03/12/2019). 

'WebDays', project, 2017-2020 (last accessed 03/12/2019). 

'weltwärts', development-oriented volunteer service, 2019 (last accessed 03/12/2019). 
Worldwide training (Ausbildung Weltweit), pilot project, 2017 (last accessed 
03/12/2019). 
Young researchers (Jugend forscht), competition, 2017 (last accessed 03/12/2019). 

Youth Work International - Experiencing Diversity (Jugendarbeit international -  Vielfalt  
erleben, JiVE), initiative for education and integration, 2015-2017 (last accessed 
03/12/2019). 

Youth work needs space! (Jugendarbeit braucht Freiräume!), campaign, 2012 (last 
accessed 03/12/2019). 

Health and Well-Being 

Website of an organisation 
aid - Info service (aid – infodienst e.V.) (last accessed 03/12/2019). 

Association of school social workers (Kooperationsbund Schulsozialarbeit) (last accessed 
03/12/2019). 

Central ADHD network (zentrales adhs-netz) (last accessed 03/12/2019). 

Centres for addiction issues in the federal states (Landesstellen für Sucht fragen) (last 
accessed 03/12/2019). 
Citizens advice bureaux (Verbraucherzentrale) (last accessed 03/12/2019). 

Conference of Health Ministers (Gesundheitsministerkonferenz) (last accessed 
03/12/2019). 

Conference of Sports Ministers (Sportministerkonferenz) (last accessed 03/12/2019). 

Cooperation Network "Equity in Health" (Kooperationsverbund "Gesundheitliche 
Chancengleichheit") (last accessed 03/12/2019). 

Faculty of Health Sciences at Bielefeld University (Fakultät für Gesundheitswissenschaften 
der Universität Bielefeld) (last accessed 03/12/2019). 
Federal Association for Health Promotion and Prevention (Bundesvereinigung Prävention 
und Gesundheitsförderung e.V.) (last accessed 03/12/2019). 

https://www.pasch-net.de/de/index.html
https://www.goethe.de/de/spr/unt/for/sch.html
http://agjf-sachsen.de/uferlos-internationale-jugendarbeit.html
http://www.handysektor.de/
https://www.jugendbruecke.de/index.php?id=153&L=%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%271%27
http://www.jugend-staerken.de/
https://www.dkjs.de/themen/alle-programme/erfolg-macht-schule/
https://www.kmk-pad.org/aktuelles/artikelansicht/deutsch-unterrichten-in-den-usa-nachfolgeprogramm-geplant.html
https://www.kmk-pad.org/programme/voltaire.html
https://webdays.net/
http://www.weltw%C3%A4rts.de/
https://www.go-ibs.de/angebote/fuer-unternehmen/ausbildung-weltweit/
https://www.jugend-forscht.de/
https://www.ijab.de/publikationen/detail/?tt_products%5BbackPID%5D=665&tt_products%5Bproduct%5D=71&cHash=89def3bfaea3978dcb353886b498c1c3
http://www.jive-international.de/
http://www.jive-international.de/
http://freiraum.ljr-rlp.de/
http://www.aid.de/
http://www.aid.de/
http://www.aid.de/
http://www.kv-schulsozialarbeit.de/
http://www.zentrales-adhs-netz.de/
http://www.zentrales-adhs-netz.de/
http://www.zentrales-adhs-netz.de/
http://www.zentrales-adhs-netz.de/
http://www.zentrales-adhs-netz.de/
http://www.dhs.de/dhs/landesstellen
http://www.verbraucherzentrale.de/
https://www.gmkonline.de/
http://www.sportministerkonferenz.de/
http://www.gesundheitliche-chancengleichheit.de/
http://www.gesundheitliche-chancengleichheit.de/
http://www.uni-bielefeld.de/gesundhw
http://www.uni-bielefeld.de/gesundhw
http://www.bvpraevention.de/
http://www.bvpraevention.de/
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Federal Centre for Health Education (Bundeszentrale für gesundheitliche Aufklärung) (last 
accessed 03/12/2019). 
Federal Institute for Drugs and Medical Services (Bundesinstitut für Arzneimittel und 
Medizinprodukte) (last accessed 03/12/2019). 
Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth 
(Bundesministerium für Familie, Senioren, Frauen und Jugend) (last accessed 
03/12/2019). 
Federal Ministry for the Environment, Nature Conservation, Building and Nuc lear Safety 
(Bundesministerium für Umwelt, Naturschutz, Bau und Reaktorsicherheit) (last accessed 
03/12/2019). 
Federal Ministry of Education and Research (Bundesministerium für Bildung und 
Forschung) (last accessed 03/12/2019). 
Federal Ministry of Food and Agriculture (Bundesministerium für Ernährung und 
Landwirtschaft) (last accessed 03/12/2019). 
Federal Ministry of Health (Bundesministerium für Gesundheit) (last accessed 
03/12/2019). 

Federal Ministry of the Interior (Bundesministerium des Inneren) (last accessed 
03/12/2019). 

Federal working committee for more child safety (Bundesarbeitsgemeinschaft Mehr 
Sicherheit für Kinder e.V.) (last accessed 03/12/2019). 

Federal working committee for school social work (Bundesarbeitsgemeinschaft 
Schulsozialarbeit) (last accessed 03/12/2019). 

Federal working committee for sport in vocational training (Bundesarbeit sgemeinschaft 
Sport in der beruflichen Bildung) (last accessed 03/12/2019). 

Federal Youth Advisory Board (Bundesjugendkuratorium) (last accessed 03/12/2019). 
German Academy of Paediatrics and Adolescent Medicine (Deutsche Akademie für Kinder- 
und Jugendmedizin e.V.) (last accessed 03/12/2019). 
German Centre for Addiction Issues (Deutsche Hauptstelle für Suchtfragen) (last 
accessed 03/12/2019). 

German Nutrition Society (Deutsche Gesellschaft für Ernährung) (last accessed 
03/12/2019). 

German Olympic Sports Confederation (Deutscher Olympischer Sportbund) (last 
accessed 03/12/2019). 

German Sport University Cologne (Deutsche Sporthochschule Köln) (last accessed 
03/12/2019). 

German Sports Youth (Deutsche Sportjugend dsj) (last accessed 03/12/2019). 

Healthy Cities Network (Gesunde Städte-Netzwerk) (last accessed 03/12/2019). 

Hesse sports youth (Sportjugend Hessen e.V.) (last accessed 03/12/2019). 

Hesse state sports association (Landessportbund Hessen e.V.) (last accessed 
03/12/2019). 

Hessian Ministry of Education and Religious Affairs (Hessisches Kultusministerium) (last  
accessed 03/12/2019 ). 

Hessian Ministry of the Interior and Sports (Hessisches Ministerium des Inneren und für 
Sport) (last accessed 03/12/2019 ). 
Max Rubner-Institut. Federal Research Institute of Nutrition and Food 
(Bundesforschungsinstitut für Ernährung und Lebensmittel) (last accessed 03/12/2019). 

http://www.bzga.de/
http://www.bzga.de/
http://www.bzga.de/
http://www.bfarm.de/
http://www.bfarm.de/
http://www.bmfsfj.de/
http://www.bmub.bund.de/
http://www.bmbf.de/
http://www.bmbf.de/
http://www.bmel.de/
http://www.bmel.de/
http://www.bundesgesundheitsministerium.de/
http://www.bmi.bund.de/
http://www.kindersicherheit.de/
http://www.kindersicherheit.de/
http://www.fbts.de/arbeitskreise/bundesarbeitsgemeinschaft-schulsozialarbeit.html
http://www.fbts.de/arbeitskreise/bundesarbeitsgemeinschaft-schulsozialarbeit.html
http://www.bag-sbb.de/
http://www.bag-sbb.de/
http://www.bundesjugendkuratorium.de/
http://dakj.de/
http://dakj.de/
http://www.dhs.de/
http://www.dge.de/
http://www.dosb.de/
http://www.dshs-koeln.de/
http://www.dsj.de/
http://www.gesunde-staedte-netzwerk.de/
http://www.sportjugend-hessen.de/
http://www.landessportbund-hessen.de/
https://kultusministerium.hessen.de/
https://innen.hessen.de/
https://innen.hessen.de/
http://www.mri.bund.de/
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Ministry for Children, Family, Refugees and Integration od North Rhine-Westphalia 
(Ministerium für Kinder, Familie, Flüchtlinge und Integration des Landes Nordrhein-
Westfalen) (last accessed 03/12/2019). 

National Centre on Early Prevention in Childhood (Nationales Zentrum Frühe Hilfen) (last  
accessed 03/12/2019). 

National quality centre for nutrition in child day care and schools (Nationales 
Qualitätszentrum für Ernährung in Kita und Schule) (last accessed 03/12/2019). 
Network to promote health in schools (Netzwerk Schulen für Gesundheit) (last accessed 
03/12/2019). 
North Rhine-Westphalia sports federation (Landessportbund NRW) (last accessed 
03/12/2019). 

Office S3 and Guidelines Child Protection c/o University Paediatric Clinic Bonn 
(S3+Leitlinienbüro Kinderschutz c/o Universitätskinderklinik Bonn) (last accessed 
03/12/2019). 
Research Centre for School Sports and the Physical Education of Children and Young 
Adults (Forschungszentrum für den Schulsport und den Sport von Kindern und 
Jugendlichen) (last accessed 03/12/2019). 
Robert Koch-Institute (Robert Koch-Institut) (last accessed 03/12/2019). 

Saxony centre for addiction issues (Sächsische Landesstelle gegen die Suchtgefahren 
e.V.) (last accessed 03/12/2019). 

Schleswig-Holstein Sports Youth (Sportjugend Schleswig-Holstein) (last accessed 
03/12/2019). 

Standing Conference of the Ministers of Education and Cultural Affairs of the states 
(Länder) in the Federal Republic of Germany (Ständige Konferenz der Kultusminister der 
Länder in der Bundesrepublik Deutschland) (last accessed 03/12/2019). 

State Institute for School Quality and Education Research (Staatsinstitut für Schulqualität 
und Bildungsforschung München) (last accessed 03/12/2019). 

Ministry of Interior Affairs, Rural Areas and Integration of Schleswig-Holstein 
(Ministerium für Inneres, ländliche Räume und Integration) (last accessed 03/12/2019). 

Website of a project/programme 
Action Programme on Environment and Health (Aktionsprogramm Umwelt und 
Gesundheit), action programme, 2017 (last accessed 03/12/2019). 
Addiction prevention in the community (Kommunale Suchtprävention), national 
competition, 2015-2016 (last accessed 03/12/2019). 

Alcohol? Know your limits (Alkohol? Kenn dein Limit), prevention campaign, 2017 (last 
accessed 03/12/2019). 

Come on tour – my strengths, my future (Komm auf Tour - meine Stärken, meine 
Zukunft), project, 2017 (last accessed 03/12/2019). 

Culture builds strength – Alliances for education (Kultur macht stark – Bündnisse für 
Bildung), programme, 2015-2017 (to be continued) (last accessed 03/12/2019). 

Early Prevention in Childhood (Frühe Hilfen), government initiative, 2017 (last  accessed 
03/12/2019). 

Federal Youth Games (Bundesjugendspiele), competition, 2017 (last accessed 
03/12/2019). 
Feel Fit|Youth Hostels (Fit Drauf – Jugendherbergen), campaign, 2017 (last  ac cessed 
03/12/2019). 

https://www.mkffi.nrw/
https://www.mkffi.nrw/
http://www.fruehehilfen.de/
https://www.bzfe.de/inhalt/nationales-qualitaetszentrum-fuer-ernaehrung-in-kita-und-schule-nqz-30016.html
https://www.bzfe.de/inhalt/nationales-qualitaetszentrum-fuer-ernaehrung-in-kita-und-schule-nqz-30016.html
https://gesundheitsfoerderung.bildung-rp.de/netzwerk-schulen-fuer-gesundheit.html
http://www.lsb.nrw/
http://www.kinderschutzleitlinie.de/
http://www.sport.kit.edu/foss
http://www.sport.kit.edu/foss
http://www.rki.de/
http://www.slsev.de/
http://www.slsev.de/
http://www.sportjugend-sh.de/
http://www.kmk.org/
http://www.kmk.org/
http://www.isb.bayern.de/
http://www.isb.bayern.de/
http://www.schleswig-holstein.de/DE/Landesregierung/IV/iv_node.html?cms_focus=7
http://www.apug.de/
http://www.apug.de/
http://www.kommunale-suchtpraevention.de/
http://www.kenn-dein-limit.info/peers.html
http://www.komm-auf-tour.de/startseite/
http://www.komm-auf-tour.de/startseite/
http://www.komm-auf-tour.de/startseite/
http://www.komm-auf-tour.de/startseite/
http://www.komm-auf-tour.de/startseite/
http://www.komm-auf-tour.de/startseite/
http://www.komm-auf-tour.de/startseite/
http://www.komm-auf-tour.de/startseite/
http://www.buendnisse-fuer-bildung.de/
http://www.buendnisse-fuer-bildung.de/
http://www.fruehehilfen.de/
http://www.bundesjugendspiele.de/
http://www.jugendherberge.de/de-DE/inspiration/Profil-FitDrauf
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IN FORM, national initiative to promote healthy diets and physic al ac tivity, 2017 (last  
accessed 03/12/2019). 
Life carries weight (Leben hat Gewicht), initiative, 2017 (last accessed 03/12/2019). 

Make children strong (Kinder stark machen), participatory campaign for early addic t ion 
prevention, 2017 (last accessed 03/12/2019). 

No child without sport (Kein Kind ohne Sport), state-wide information and networking 
campaign in Schleswig-Holstein, 2017 (last accessed 03/12/2019). 

Physical education mentor (Schülermentor/-in Sport), initiative, 2017 (last accessed 
03/12/2019). 

PrevNet, cooperation project between the Federal Centre for Health Education 
(Bundeszentrale für gesundheitliche Aufklärung, BZgA) and the state addiction 
prevention co-ordinators from twelve federal states, 2017 (last accessed 21/08/2017). 

School network for healthy life and learning (Netzwerk Schulen Gesund Leben Lernen), 
project in Lower Saxony, 2017 (last accessed 03/12/2019). 

School sports competitions (Schulsport-Wettkampfprogramm), calendar, 2019 (last 
accessed 03/12/2019). 

School with a physical education profile (Schule mit sport- und bewegungserzieherischem 
Schwerpunkt), initiative in Baden-Württemberg, 2017 (last accessed 03/12/2019). 

Schools and sports clubs – working together for an active day (Schule und Sportverein – 
gemeinsam für einen bewegten Tag), programme in Hesse, 2017 (last accessed 
03/12/2019). 

Sport: Alliances! Exercise – Education – Participation (Sport: Bündnisse! Bewegung – 
Bildung – Teilhabe), programme, launched in June 2013 (last accessed 03/12/2019). 
Sports clubs in all-day schools and child day care centres (Sportvereine in Ganztag und 
Kindertageseinrichtungen), state-wide programme in North Rhine-Westphalia, 2017 (last  
accessed 03/12/2019). 

STAY HEALTHY move, relax, eat! (GUT DRAUF bewegen, entspannen, essen – aber wie!), 
campaign, 2017 (last accessed 03/12/2019). 
Youth Training for Olympia (Jugend trainiert für Olympia), national school c ompetition, 
2017 (last accessed 03/12/2019). 
Zero alcohol – full power (Null Alkohol – Voll Power), youth alcohol prevention campaign, 
2017 (last accessed 03/12/2019). 
ZI:EL+ 'Investing in the future: development of young commitment to sport' (ZI:EL+ 
Zukunftsinvestition: Entwicklung jungen Engagements im Sport!), funding initiative, 
2017 (last accessed 03/12/2019). 
Creativity and Culture 

Website of an organisation 

Academy of Arts Education of the German Government and State of North Rhine-
Westphalia (Akademie der kulturellen Bildung des Bundes und des Landes NRW) (last 
accessed 22/11/2019). 

Bavarian State Ministry for Education and Culture (Bayerisches Staatsministerium für 
Unterricht und Kultus) on cultural education offerings (Angebote für kulturelle Bildung) 
(last accessed 22/11/2019). 

City of Hamburg ,Cultural Education Network‘ (Stadt Hamburg „Netzwerk Kulturelle 
Bildung“) (last accessed 22/11/2019). 

Federal Academy for Cultural Education Wolfenbüttel e.V. (Bundesakademie für Kulturelle 
Bildung Wolfenbüttel e.V.) (last accessed 22/11/2019). 

http://www.in-form.de/
http://www.bundesgesundheitsministerium.de/themen/praevention/gesundheitsgefahren/essstoerungen/leben-hat-gewicht.html
http://www.kinderstarkmachen.de/
http://www.kinderstarkmachen.de/
https://www.sportjugend-sh.de/kinder-und-jugendsport/kein-kind-ohne-sport/foerderpreis-kein-kind-ohne-sport/
http://www.km-bw.de/,Lde_DE/Startseite/Schule/Schuelermentorenprogramme
https://www.inforo.online/prevnet
http://www.gesundheit-nds.de/index.php/netzwerke/147-gesund-leben-lernen
http://www.berlin-sport.de/schulsport/schulsportkalender
http://www.lis-in-bw.de/,Lde/Startseite/Schulsport/Weiterfuehrende+Schule+mit+sport_+und+bewegungserzieherischem+Schwerpunkt+_WSB_
http://www.lis-in-bw.de/,Lde/Startseite/Schulsport/Weiterfuehrende+Schule+mit+sport_+und+bewegungserzieherischem+Schwerpunkt+_WSB_
http://www.lis-in-bw.de/,Lde/Startseite/Schulsport/Weiterfuehrende+Schule+mit+sport_+und+bewegungserzieherischem+Schwerpunkt+_WSB_
http://www.lis-in-bw.de/,Lde/Startseite/Schulsport/Weiterfuehrende+Schule+mit+sport_+und+bewegungserzieherischem+Schwerpunkt+_WSB_
http://www.lis-in-bw.de/,Lde/Startseite/Schulsport/Weiterfuehrende+Schule+mit+sport_+und+bewegungserzieherischem+Schwerpunkt+_WSB_
http://www.lis-in-bw.de/,Lde/Startseite/Schulsport/Weiterfuehrende+Schule+mit+sport_+und+bewegungserzieherischem+Schwerpunkt+_WSB_
https://verwaltung.hessen.de/irj/HKM_Internet?rid=HKM_15/HKM_Internet/nav/e45/e453019a-8cc6-1811-f3ef-ef91921321b2,4862f23e-9f8a-901b-e592-697ccf4e69f2,,,11111111-2222-3333-4444-100000005003%26overview=true.htm&uid=e453019a-8cc6-1811-f3ef-ef91921321b2
https://kultusministerium.hessen.de/sites/default/files/media/hkm_schuleverein-endformat.pdf
http://www.dsj.de/bildungsbuendnisse/
http://www.dsj.de/bildungsbuendnisse/
http://www.mfkjks.nrw/artikel/sport-im-ganztag
http://www.mfkjks.nrw/artikel/sport-im-ganztag
http://www.sportjugend-koeln.de/dl/Anlage-D-1000x1000_Konzeption_2017.pdf
http://www.gutdrauf.net/
http://www.gutdrauf.net/
http://www.gutdrauf.net/
http://www.gutdrauf.net/
http://www.gutdrauf.net/
http://www.gutdrauf.net/
http://www.gutdrauf.net/
http://www.gutdrauf.net/
http://www.gutdrauf.net/
http://www.gutdrauf.net/
http://www.gutdrauf.net/
https://www.jugendtrainiert.com/
http://www.null-alkohol-voll-power.de/
http://www.dsj.de/ziel
http://www.dsj.de/ziel
https://www.b-b-e.de/fileadmin/inhalte/aktuelles/2018/06/newsletter-11-holze.pdf
https://kulturellebildung.de/
https://www.km.bayern.de/lehrer/fort-und-weiterbildung/angebote-fuer-kulturelle-bildung.html
https://www.kulturnetz-hamburg.de/seiten/ueber-uns
https://www.kulturnetz-hamburg.de/seiten/ueber-uns
https://www.bundesakademie.de/
https://www.bundesakademie.de/
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Federal Academy for Musical Youth Education – Trossingen (Bundesakademie für 
musikalische Jugendbildung Trossingen) (last accessed 22/11/2019). 
Federal Agency for Civic Education (Bundeszentrale für politische Bildung, BpB) (last 
accessed 22/11/2019). 
• BpB on public cultural institutions (Öffentliche Kulturbetriebe) (last accessed 

22/11/2019). 
Minister of State for Culture and the Media (Staatsministerin für Kultur und Medien) (last  
accessed 22/11/2019). 

Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth 
(Bundesministerium für Familie, Senioren, Frauen und Jugend) (last accessed 
22/11/2019). 

Federal Ministry of Education and Research (Bundesministerium für Bildung und 
Forschung) (last accessed 22/11/2019). 

German Cultural Council (Deutscher Kulturrat e.V.) (last accessed 22/11/2019). 

German Digital Library (Deutsche Digitale Bibliothek) (last accessed 22/11/2019). 
German Federation for Cultural Youth Education (Bundesvereinigung Kulturelle Kinder- 
und Jugendbildung e.V.) (last accessed 22/11/2019). 
KOST school and theatre partnership in Saxony (Kooperation Schule und Theater in 
Sachsen - KOST) (last accessed 22/11/2019). 
MFG Innovation Agency (MFG Innovationsagentur) (last accessed 22/11/2019). 

Office of Cultural Education in Schools and Youth Work of North Rhine-Westphalia 
(Arbeitsstelle Kulturelle Bildung in Schule und Jugendarbeit NRW) (last accessed 
22/11/2019). 

Project Office for Cultural Education of the Hessian Ministry of Cultural Affairs 
(Projektbüro Kulturelle Bildung des Hessischen Kultusministeriums) (last accessed 
22/11/2019). 

Rotenfels Castle academy (Akademie Schloss Rotenfels) (last accessed 22/11/2019). 

Saarland Ministry of Education and Culture (Ministerium für Bildung und Kultur Saarland), 
Funding agreement for the regional projekt ‘Live CULTURE’ between the Saarland 
Ministry of Education and Culture and Mercator Foundation (Fördervereinbarung zwischen 
dem Ministerium für Bildung und Kultur des Saarlandes mit der Stiftung Mercator über 
das Landesprojekt KULTUR_leben!“) (last accessed 22/11/2019). 
Socio-Cultural Fund (Fonds Soziokultur e.V.) (last accessed 22/11/2019). 

Standing Conference of the Ministers of Education and Cultural Affairs 
(Kultusministerkonferenz) (last accessed 22/11/2019). 

Working Party of the Länder Youth Offices (Bundesarbeitsgemeinschaft 
Landesjugendämter), BAGLJAE (last accessed 22/11/2019). 

• BAGLJAE on regional youth offices (Landesjugendämter) (last accessed 22/11/2019). 
Website of a project/programme etc. 

JeKits - An Instrument, Dancing or Singing for Every Child (JeKits - Jedem Kind 
Instrumente, Tanzen, Singen), programme in North Rhine-Westphalia, 2017 (last 
accessed 22/11/2019). 

Children to Mount Olympus! (Kinder zum Olymp!), initiative, 2019 (last accessed 
22/11/2019). 

Cultural agents for creative schools (Kulturagenten für kreative Schulen), programme, 
2019 (last accessed 22/11/2019). 

https://www.bundesakademie-trossingen.de/
https://www.bundesakademie-trossingen.de/
https://www.bpb.de/
http://www.bpb.de/gesellschaft/bildung/kulturelle-bildung/60011/oeffentliche-kulturbetriebe?p=0
https://www.bundesregierung.de/breg-de/bundesregierung/staatsministerin-fuer-kultur-und-medien
https://www.bmfsfj.de/bmfsfj
https://www.bmbf.de/
https://www.bmbf.de/
https://www.kulturrat.de/
https://www.deutsche-digitale-bibliothek.de/
https://www.bkj.de/
https://www.bkj.de/
http://www.kost-sachsen.de/fortbildung/
http://www.kost-sachsen.de/fortbildung/
https://innovation.mfg.de/de/ueber-die-mfg
https://www.kulturellebildung-nrw.de/home/
https://kultur.bildung.hessen.de/ws-programm/index.html
https://www.akademie-rotenfels.de/
https://www.lpm.uni-sb.de/typo3/index.php?id=1266&tx_ttnews%5Btt_news%5D=770&cHash=07f882bf843feacd124881058243acb3
https://www.lpm.uni-sb.de/typo3/index.php?id=1266&tx_ttnews%5Btt_news%5D=770&cHash=07f882bf843feacd124881058243acb3
https://www.lpm.uni-sb.de/typo3/index.php?id=1266&tx_ttnews%5Btt_news%5D=770&cHash=07f882bf843feacd124881058243acb3
http://www.fonds-soziokultur.de/
http://www.kmk.org/
http://www.bagljae.de/index.php
http://www.bagljae.de/index.php
http://www.bagljae.de/content/landesjugendaemter/
https://www.jekits.de/
https://www.jekits.de/
http://www.kulturstiftung.de/kinder-zum-olymp/
http://www.kulturagenten-programm.de/startseite/aktuelles/
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Cultural Backpack North Rhine-Westphalia (Kulturrucksack NRW), programme in North 
Rhine-Westphalia, 2019 (last accessed 22/11/2019). 
Culture builds strength – Alliances for education (Kultur macht stark – Bündnisse für 
Bildung), programme, 2018-2022 (last accessed 22/11/2019). 
Culture case (Kulturkoffer), programme in Hesse, since 2016 (last accessed 
22/11/2019). 
Culture.Researcher! (Kultur.Forscher!), programme, since 2009 (last accessed 
22/11/2019). 

Digitising education (Digitalisierung der Bildung), programme, 2019 (last accessed 
22/11/2019). 

Education package (Bildungspaket), programme, 2019 (last accessed 22/11/2019). 

German Youth Photo Prize (Deutscher Jugendfotopreis), competition, 2019 (last accessed 
22/11/2019). 

Innovation fund (Innovationsfonds), fund, 2017-2019 (last accessed 22/11/2019). 

Live culture! (KULTUR_leben!), project in Saarland, 2017-2020 (last accessed 
22/11/2019). 

Youth making music (Jugend musiziert), competition, 2019 (last accessed 22/11/2019). 

Youth and the World 

Website of an organisation 
AIESEC Germany (AIESEC Deutschland) 

Berghof Foundation 

Bread for the World (Brot für die Welt) (last accessed 21/04/2021) 
Civil Peace Service (Konsortium Ziviler Friedensdienst, ZFD) 

Climate-Alliance Germany (Klima-Allianz) 

Conference of Youth and Family Ministers (Jugend- und Familienministerkonferenz) (last  
accessed 22/04/2021). 

Engagement Global gGmbH (last accessed 21/04/2021) 

Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth 
(Bundesministerium für Familie, Senioren, Frauen und Jugend, BMFSFJ) (last  accessed 
21/04/2021) 
Federal Ministry of Education and Research (Bundesministerium für Bildung und 
Forschung, BMBF) (last accessed 21/04/2021) 
Federal Foreign Office (Auswärtiges Amt) (last accessed 21/04/2021) 

Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development (Bundesministerium für 
wirtschaftliche Zusammenarbeit und Entwicklung, BMZ) (last accessed 21/04/2021) 

Federal Ministry for the Environment, Nature Conservation, Building and Nuc lear Safety 
(Bundesministerium für Umwelt, Naturschutz, Bau und Reaktorsicherheit, BMUB) (last 
accessed 21/04/2021) 

Federal Ministry of Food and Agriculture (Bundesministerium für Ernährung und 
Landwirtschaft, BMEL) (last accessed 21/04/2021) 

Federal Statistical Office (Statistisches Bundesamt) (last accessed 17/02/2020). 
Federal Agency for Civic Education (Bundeszentrale für politische Bildung, BpB) 

Federal Agency for Nature Conservation (Bundesamt für Naturschutz) (last accessed 
21/04/2021) 

https://www.kulturrucksack.nrw.de/
https://www.buendnisse-fuer-bildung.de/
https://www.buendnisse-fuer-bildung.de/
https://kulturkoffer.hessen.de/
http://www.kultur-forscher.de/einblicke.html
https://digitalisierung-bildung.de/
https://www.bmas.de/DE/Themen/Arbeitsmarkt/Grundsicherung/Leistungen-zur-Sicherung-des-Lebensunterhalts/Bildungspaket/bildungspaket.html
https://www.jugendfotopreis.de/home.html
https://innovationsfonds.jugendgerecht.de/kulturell/
https://www.jugend-musiziert.org/
https://aiesec.de/
https://berghof-foundation.org/
https://www.brot-fuer-die-welt.de/
http://www.ziviler-friedensdienst.org/de/konsortium-zfd
https://www.klima-allianz.de/
https://www.jfmk.de/
http://www.engagement-global.de/
http://www.bmfsfj.de/
http://www.bmbf.de/
http://www.bmbf.de/
http://www.auswaertiges-amt.de/
http://www.bmz.de/
http://www.bmz.de/
https://www.bmu.de/
http://www.bmel.de/
http://www.bmel.de/
https://www.destatis.de/DE/Home/_inhalt.html
http://www.bpb.de/
http://www.bfn.de/
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Federal government's parliamentary advisory council on sustainable development 
(Parlamentarischer Beirat für nachhaltige Entwicklung im Bundestag) (last accessed 
21/04/2021) 

Federal Working Group for Work and Life (Bundesarbeitskreis ARBEIT UND LEBEN) 

Federal working group of Voluntary Ecological Year organisations (Bundesarbeitskreis der 
FÖJ-Träger [Freiwilliges Ökologisches Jahr]) 
Friedrich Ebert Foundation (Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung), 

Friedrich Naumann Foundation for Freedom (Friedrich-Naumann-Stiftung), 

Friends of Nature Germany (NaturFreunde Deutschlands) 
Foundation for Exchanges between East and West (Stiftung West-Östliche Begegnungen) 
(last accessed 22/04/2021). 

Foundation Remembrance, Responsibility and Future (Stiftung Erinnerung Verantwortung 
Zukunft, EVZ) 

Germanwatch 

German Advisory Council on Global Change (Wissenschaftlicher Beirat der 
Bundesregierung Globale Umweltveränderungen) (last accessed 22/04/2021). 

German Association for International Cooperation (Deutsche Gesellschaft für 
Internationale Zusammenarbeit, GIZ) (last accessed 21/04/2021) 

German Commission for UNESCO (Deutsche UNESCO-Kommission) (last accessed 
21/04/2021) 
German Environment Agency (Umweltbundesamt) (last accessed 22/04/2021). 

German Federal Youth Council (Deutscher Bundesjugendring) (last accessed 
22/04/2021). 

German-Greek Youth Office (Deutsch-Griechisches Jugendwerk, DGJW) (last  ac cessed 
19/04/2021). 

German NGO Forum on Environment and Development (Forum Umwelt und Entwicklung) 
(last accessed 19/04/2021) 

German National Committee for International Youth Work (Deutsches Nationalkomitee 
für Internationale Jugendarbeit, DNK) (last accessed 19/04/2021) 

German Institute for Human Rights (Institut für Menschenrechte) 
Goethe-Institut (Goethe Institut) (last accessed 21/04/2021) 

Greenpeace Youth (Greenpeace Jugend) (last accessed 19/04/2021) 

German Scout Federation and German Guide Federation (Ringe deutscher 
Pfadfinderinnen- und Pfadfinderverbände) (last accessed 19/04/2021) 

German Young Naturefriends (Naturfreundejugend Deutschlands) (last accessed 
19/04/2021) 
Green Youth (GRÜNE JUGEND) (last accessed 19/04/2021) 

Hanns Seidel Foundation (Hanns-Seidel-Stiftung), (last accessed 19/04/2021) 

Heinrich Böll Foundation (Heinrich-Böll-Stiftung), (last accessed 19/04/2021) 

IJAB – International Youth Service of the Federal Republic of Germany (IJAB – Fachstelle 
für Internationale Jugendarbeit der Bundesrepublik Deutschland e.V.) (last accessed 
19/04/2021) 

Information Centre Educational Mandate North-South (Informationsstelle Bildungsauftrag 
Nord-Süd) (last accessed 19/04/2021) 

http://www.bundestag.de/nachhaltigkeit
http://www.arbeitundleben.de/
https://www.inspiro.de/foej/html/bundesarbeitskreis.html
https://www.inspiro.de/foej/html/bundesarbeitskreis.html
https://www.fes.de/
https://www.freiheit.org/
http://www.naturfreunde.de/
http://www.stiftung-woeb.de/
http://www.stiftung-evz.de/
http://www.stiftung-evz.de/
http://germanwatch.org/
http://www.wbgu.de/
http://www.wbgu.de/
http://www.giz.de/
http://www.giz.de/
http://www.unesco.de/
http://www.umweltbundesamt.de/
http://www.dbjr.de/
https://agorayouth.com/dgjw/
http://www.forumue.de/
http://www.d-n-k.org/
http://www.d-n-k.org/
http://www.institut-fuer-menschenrechte.de/
http://www.goethe.de/
http://www.greenpeace-jugend.de/
http://www.pfadfinden-in-deutschland.de/
http://www.pfadfinden-in-deutschland.de/
http://www.naturfreundejugend.de/
https://gruene-jugend.de/
https://www.hss.de/
https://www.boell.de/
https://ijab.de/
https://ijab.de/
https://www.wusgermany.de/de/globales-lernen/informationsstelle-bildungsauftrag-nord-sued
https://www.wusgermany.de/de/globales-lernen/informationsstelle-bildungsauftrag-nord-sued
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Karl-Kübel foundation (Karl-Kübel-Stiftung) (last accessed 19/04/2021) 
Konrad Adenauer foundation (Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung), (last accessed 19/04/2021) 

Learning and Helping Overseas Association (AKLHÜ e.V. – Fachstelle und Netzwerk für 
internationale personelle Zusammenarbeit) (last accessed 19/04/2021) 

National Platform Education for Sustainable Development (Nationale Plattform Bildung für 
nachhaltige Entwicklung, BNE) (last accessed 19/04/2021) 

National Working Group for Nature and Environmental Education (Arbeitsgemeinschaft 
Natur und Umweltbildung, ANU) (last accessed 19/04/2021) 

National working group of One World regional networks (Arbeitsgemeinschaft der Eine-
Welt-Landesnetzwerke in Deutschland) (last accessed 19/04/2021) 
Nature And Biodiversity Conservation Union (Naturschutzbund Deutschland, NABU) (last  
accessed 22/04/2021). 
OneWorld Internet Conference (Eine Welt Internet Konferenz, EWIK) (last accessed 
22/04/2021). 
Rosa Luxemburg foundation (Rosa-Luxemburg-Stiftung), (last accessed 22/04/2021). 

Standing Conference of the Ministers of Education and Cultural Affairs 
(Kultusministerkonferenz) (last accessed 22/04/2021). 

United Nations Association of Germany (Deutsche Gesellschaft für die Vereinten 
Nationen, DGVN) (last accessed 22/04/2021). 

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (UN-Kinderrechtskonvention) (last  accessed 
22/04/2021). 

UNICEF Germany (last accessed 22/04/2021). 

VENRO Umbrella organisation of development and humanitarian aid non-governmental 
organisations (VENRO Verband Entwicklungspolitik und Humanitäre Hilfe deutscher 
Nichtregierungsorganisationen) (last accessed 21/04/2021). 
WWF Youth (WWF-Jugend) (last accessed 22/04/2021). 

Youth Association for the Protection of Nature (Naturschutzjugend, NAJU) (last accessed 
22/04/2021). 

Youth of BUND – Young Friends of the Earth Germany (BUNDjugend – Jugend im Bund 
für Umwelt und Naturschutz). (last accessed 22/04/2021). 

Website of a project/programme etc. 

Action Alliance for Recognition (Aktionsbündnis Anerkennung International), initiative, 
2017 (last accessed 22/04/2021). 
African-German Youth Initiative (Deutsch-Afrikanische Jugendinitiative), initiat ive, 2019 
(last accessed 22/04/2021). 
All for One World – One World for all (Alle für Eine Welt – Eine Welt für alle), school 
competition on development policy, 2019 (last accessed 22/04/2021). 

Brandenburg development policy education and information days (Brandenburger 
Entwicklungspolitische Bildungs- und Informationstage, BREBIT), information days, 2019 
(last accessed 22/04/2021). 
'Change your perspective – street child for one day' (Sichtwechsel – Straßenkind für 
einen Tag), awareness raising campaign, 2019 (last accessed 22/04/2021). 

CHAT of the WORLDS (Chat der Welten), programme, 2019 (last accessed 22/04/2021). 

'Conscientious living' (WELTbewusst erLEBEN), project, 2014-2016 (last accessed 
22/04/2021). 

https://www.kkstiftung.de/de/informieren/globales-lernen/index.htm
https://www.kas.de/
http://www.entwicklungsdienst.de/
http://www.entwicklungsdienst.de/
http://www.bmbf.de/de/bildung-fuer-nachhaltige-entwicklung-535.html
http://www.bmbf.de/de/bildung-fuer-nachhaltige-entwicklung-535.html
http://www.umweltbildung.de/
http://www.umweltbildung.de/
http://agl-einewelt.de/
http://agl-einewelt.de/
http://www.nabu.de/
http://www.globaleslernen.de/de/die-ewik
https://www.rosalux.de/
http://www.kmk.org/
http://www.dgvn.de/
http://www.dgvn.de/
https://www.kinderrechtskonvention.info/
http://www.unicef.de/
http://www.venro.org/
http://www.venro.org/
http://www.wwf-jugend.de/
http://www.naju.de/
http://www.bundjugend.de/
http://www.bundjugend.de/
http://www.buendnis-anerkennung.de/
https://daj.engagement-global.de/
http://www.eineweltfueralle.de/
http://www.brebit.org/Was-ist-BREBIT/Ueber-uns
http://www.brebit.org/Was-ist-BREBIT/Ueber-uns
https://www.tdh.de/schule/strassenkind-fuer-einen-tag/
https://www.tdh.de/schule/strassenkind-fuer-einen-tag/
https://www.engagement-global.de/chat-der-welten.html
https://www.weltbewusst.org/weltbewusst-erleben/
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Development policy information and education (EpIB – Entwicklungspolitische 
Informations- und Bildungsarbeit), programme in North Rhine-Westphalia, 2019 (last 
accessed 22/04/202). 

Education meets Development (Bildung trifft Entwicklung, BtE), programme, 2019 (last  
accessed 22/04/202). 

Energy-saving champion (Energiesparmeister), competition, 2019 (last accessed 
22/04/202). 
Federal Environment Competition (Bundesumweltwettbewerb), competition, 2019 (last  
accessed 22/04/202). 
European Movement network in Germany (Netzwerk Europäische Bewegung Deutschland, 
EBD) (last accessed 21/04/2021) 

Federal government“s sustainability dialogue platform (Webseite der Bundesregierung 
zur Nachhaltigkeitspolitik) (last accessed 21/04/2021) 

Federal Ministry for Environment, Nature Conservation and Nuclear Safety 
(Bundesministerium für Umwelt, Naturschutz und nukleare Sicherheit, BMU): German 
Climate Initiative (Nationale Klimaschutzinitiative, NKI). (last accessed 21/04/2021) 

Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth 
(Bundesministerium für Familie, Senioren, Frauen und Jugend, BMFSFJ): Federal 
Volunteer Service (Bundesfreiwilligendienst, BFD) (last accessed 21/04/2021) 
Fridays for Future 

Funding programme for development policy training (Programm zur Förderung 
entwicklungspolitischer Qualifizierungsmaßnahmen), programme, 2019 (last accessed 
21/04/2021). 

German Action Days on Sustainability (Deutsche Aktionstage Nachhaltigkeit), action 
days, 2019 (last accessed 21/04/2021). 

German-Chinese expert exchange, programme, 2019 (last accessed 22/04/2021). 

German-Japanese exchange programme for young volunteers (Deutsch-Japanisches 
Austauschprogramm für junge Ehrenamtliche), programme, 2019 (last accessed 
22/04/2021). 

German-Japanese study programme for experts from child and youth services, 
programme, 2019 (last accessed 22/04/2021). 

Global Education Week (GEW) Germany, awareness raising event, 2019 (last  accessed 
09/08/2019). 
‘Global geography – young people and the environment' (Projekt Erdballkunde – Jugend 
macht Umwelt), awareness raising campaign, 2019 (last accessed 22/04/2021). 
Intercultural week (Interkulturelle Woche), awareness raising event, 2019 (last accessed 
22/04/2021). 

'Interfaces – education on sustainable consumption' (SchnittStellen – Bildungprojekt zum 
nachhaltigen Konsum), educational project, 2017 (last accessed 22/04/2021). 

'kulturweit', cultural volunteering programme, 2019 (last accessed 21/04/2021). 

'Let’s do this' (Lass ma machen), competition, 2019 (last accessed 21/04/2021). 
‚Model projects to educate on sustainable development' (Beispielhafte Projekte für eine 
Bildung für nachhaltige Entwicklung), funding initiative in Baden-Württemberg, 2019 (last 
accessed 21/04/2021). 
'NRW mobile phone campaign' (Handy-Aktion NRW), campaign, 2019 (last accessed 
21/04/2021). 

http://www.engagement-global.de/epib-entwicklungspolitische-informations-und-bildungsarbeit.html
http://www.engagement-global.de/epib-entwicklungspolitische-informations-und-bildungsarbeit.html
http://www.bildung-trifft-entwicklung.de/
http://www.energiesparmeister.de/wettbewerb/
http://www.bundesumweltwettbewerb.de/
https://www.netzwerk-ebd.de/aktivitaeten/politik-2015-16/ppartizipative-demokratie-organisierte-zivilgesellschaft-auf-allen-ebenen-staerken/
https://www.netzwerk-ebd.de/aktivitaeten/politik-2015-16/ppartizipative-demokratie-organisierte-zivilgesellschaft-auf-allen-ebenen-staerken/
http://www.dialog-nachhaltigkeit.de/
http://www.dialog-nachhaltigkeit.de/
https://www.bmu.de/themen/klima-energie/klimaschutz/klimaschutzinitiative/nationale-klimaschutzinitiative/
https://www.bundesfreiwilligendienst.de/
https://fridaysforfuture.de/
http://www.engagement-global.de/pfq-programm.html
http://www.engagement-global.de/pfq-programm.html
https://www.tatenfuermorgen.de/deutsche-aktionstage-nachhaltigkeit/
https://ijab.de/en/partner-countries/china
http://www.jdzb.de/austauschprogramme/ehrenamtl/
http://www.jdzb.de/austauschprogramme/ehrenamtl/
https://ijab.de/en/partner-countries/japan
http://www.wusgermany.de/de/globales-lernen/informationsstelle-bildungsauftrag-nord-sued/global-education-week
https://www.bmu.de/jugend-planet-a/start/
https://www.bmu.de/jugend-planet-a/start/
http://www.interkulturellewoche.de/
https://www.lehrer-online.de/nc/fokusthemen/dossier/do/schnittstellen-globales-wirtschaften/
https://www.lehrer-online.de/nc/fokusthemen/dossier/do/schnittstellen-globales-wirtschaften/
http://www.kulturweit.de/
https://lassmamachen.de/
http://www.lubw.baden-wuerttemberg.de/nachhaltigkeit/foerderungen
http://www.lubw.baden-wuerttemberg.de/nachhaltigkeit/foerderungen
http://handyaktion-nrw.de/
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NRW peace service (Konkreter Friedensdienst NRW), programme in North Rhine-
Westphalia, 2019 (last accessed 21/04/2021). 
Programme for Action Groups (Aktionsgruppenprogramm), programme for funding for 
small projects on development policy information and education activities, programme, 
2019 (last accessed 21/04/2021). 

State Chancellery of Saarland (Staatskanzlei Saarland) initiated the sustainabilit y and 
information campaign “Responsibility and sustainability – do your bit“ (Verantwortung 
und Nachhaltigkeit. Mach mit!) (last accessed 21/04/2021). 

Saarland development policy education days (Entwicklungspolitische Bildungstage im 
Saarland, EPOBITS), information campaign, 2019 (last accessed 21/04/2021). 
Saxony development policy education days (Sächsische Entwicklungspolitische 
Bildungstage, SEBIT), information campaign 2019 (last accessed 21/04/2021). 
School exchange between Rhineland-Palatinate and Rwanda, exchange programme in 
Rhineland-Palatinate, 2019 (last accessed 21/04/2021). 
School Exchange Programme for Development Education (Entwicklungspolitisches 
Schulaustauschprogramm, ENSA), programme, 2019 (last accessed 21/04/2021). 

'School of the future – education for sustainability' (Schule der Zukunft - Bildung für 
Nachhaltigkeit), awareness raising campaign, 2016-2020 (last accessed 21/04/2021). 

'Meat or bicycle?' (Fleisch oder Fahrrad?), sustainable swaps game, 2019 (last ac cessed 
21/04/2021). 

Thuringia development policy education days (Thüringer Entwicklungspolitische 
Bildungstage, thebit), information campaign, 2021 (last accessed 21/04/2021). 

'Too good for the bin!' (Zu gut für die Tonne!), initiative, 2019 (last accessed 
21/04/2021). 

Voluntary Ecological Year (Freiwilliges Ökologisches Jahr), volunteer programme, 2019 
(last accessed 21/04/2021). 

'weltwärts', development-oriented volunteer service, 2021 (last accessed 22/04/2021). 

Work and Study Exchanges (ASA-Programm), programme, 2019 (last accessed 
21/04/2021). 

'Your day for Africa' (Dein Tag für Afrika), awareness raising campaign, 2019 (last 
accessed 23/04/2021). 

Youth for development cooperation (Jugend für Entwicklungszusammenarbeit), 
programme in Brandenburg, 2019 (last accessed 23/04/2021). 

Youth Work 

Website of an organisation 
Alliance of state youth welfare offices (Zusammenschluss der Landesjugendämter, BAG 
LJÄ) (last accessed 13/12/2019). 

Child and Youth Welfare Association (Arbeitsgemeinschaft Kinder- und Jugendhilfe, AGJ) 
(last accessed 13/12/2019). 

Eurodesk (last accessed 13/12/2019) 

Federal association of open-door youth work (Bundesarbeitsgemeinschaft Offene Kinder-  
und Jugendeinrichtungen e.V., BAG OKJE) (last accessed 13/12/2019). 

Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth 
(Bundesministerium für Familie, Senioren, Frauen und Jugend) (last accessed 
13/12/2019). 

https://www.engagement-global.de/konkreter-friedensdienst-nrw-projektgruppe.html
https://www.engagement-global.de/agp-aktionsgruppenprogramm.html
https://www.saarland.de/stk/DE/service/downloads/dld_brosch%C3%BCre-handykampagne-sl.html
https://www.saarland.de/stk/DE/service/downloads/dld_brosch%C3%BCre-handykampagne-sl.html
http://www.nes-web.de/bildungsangebote/entwicklungspolitische-bildungstage/
http://www.nes-web.de/bildungsangebote/entwicklungspolitische-bildungstage/
https://sebit.info/
https://sebit.info/
http://rwa.rlp-ruanda.de/de/partnerschaft-aktiv/reisen-nach-ruanda/schuelerreisen/
https://ensa.engagement-global.de/
https://ensa.engagement-global.de/
http://www.schule-der-zukunft.nrw.de/
http://www.schule-der-zukunft.nrw.de/
https://www.nachhaltiger-warenkorb.de/material-und-aktionen/aktionsspiel/
http://www.ewnt.de/index.php/projekte/thueringer-entwicklungspolitische-bildungtage
http://www.ewnt.de/index.php/projekte/thueringer-entwicklungspolitische-bildungtage
https://www.zugutfuerdietonne.de/
https://foej.de/traeger/
https://www.weltwaerts.de/de/startseite.html
https://asa.engagement-global.de/
http://www.aktion-tagwerk.de/
http://nord-sued-bruecken.de/jugend-fuer-entwicklungszusammenarbeit/
http://www.bagljae.de/
https://www.agj.de/
https://www.rausvonzuhaus.de/
https://offene-jugendarbeit.net/
https://offene-jugendarbeit.net/
http://www.bmfsfj.de/
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Federation of Protestant Youth in Germany (Arbeitsgemeinschaft der Evangelischen 
Jugend in Deutschland, aej) (last accessed 13/12/2019). 
German Association for Public and Private Welfare (Deutscher Verein für öffent liche und 
private Fürsorge) (last accessed 13/12/2019). 
German Federal Youth Council (Deutscher Bundesjugendring) (last accessed 
13/12/2019). 
Germany's National Agency for the Erasmus+ Youth in Action programme and the 
European Solidarity Corps JUGEND für Europa (last accessed 13/12/2019). 

German Youth Institute (Deutsches Jugendinstitut, DJI) (last accessed 13/12/2019). 

Network "Kommune goes International" (last accessed 13/12/2019). 
“Open Doors” Association of North Rhine-Westphalia (Arbeitsgemeinschaft Offene Türen 
Nordrhein-Westfalen, AGOT NRW) (last accessed 13/12/2019). 

Website of a project/programme etc. 

Expert portal for child and youth services (Fachkräfteportal der Kinder- und Jugendhilfe) 
(last accessed 13/12/2019). 

JULEICA (last accessed 13/12/2019). 

Wanja project group at the University of Siegen (last accessed 13/12/2019). 
 

ARCHIVE 

2019 
Germany_2019.pdf 
 

2018 

Germany 2018 
 

2017 
Germany 2017 
 
 

https://www.aej.de/
https://www.aej.de/
https://www.deutscher-verein.de/en/
http://www.dbjr.de/
https://www.jugendfuereuropa.de/themen/lernerfahrungen-durch-grenzueberschreitende-mobilitaet/
http://www.dji.de/
https://www.ijab.de/projekte/kommune-goes-international
https://agot-nrw.de/
https://agot-nrw.de/
https://www.jugendhilfeportal.de/
https://www.juleica.de/?id=600
http://www.uni-siegen.de/zpe/projekte/abgeschlossene/wanja/index.html?lang=de
https://national-policies.eacea.ec.europa.eu/sites/default/files/2021-06/Germany_2019.pdf
https://national-policies.eacea.ec.europa.eu/sites/default/files/2021-02/germany2018.pdf
https://national-policies.eacea.ec.europa.eu/sites/default/files/2021-02/germany2017.pdf

