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• Navigating through the EHESO Microdata interface

• Q&A 
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Training agenda
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General introduction to 
EHESO



• A supporting initiative to the European Strategy for Universities

• Leverage on existing data and data tools to develop a set of tools to:

• Assess the achievement of the ES4U goals

• Allow scholars, institutional managers, students to be able to benchmark HEIs in Europe

• Provide integrated data access for users, such as policymakers and scholars

• Integrate, streamline and enhance data sources on European Higher 
Education on a single data platform

What is EHESO?

4



• Data on different platforms, with different formats, and licensing conditions

• Improve data accessibility to users through a one-stop shop platform

• Data not interoperable (for example lacking common identifiers)

• Harmonise and standardise data at different granularity levels (EU, country, HEI, study field). 

• Allow for interoperability through stable identifiers and matching tables

• Data too complex for many users and to serve policy needs

• Mobilise data to develop indicators and analytical tools providing specific views
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Why is a single data platform needed?
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EHESO offers enhanced transparency

https://national-policies.eacea.ec.europa.eu/eheso
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EHESO Tools
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Coverage of the EHESO 
Microdata



• EHESO-ETER data collection from national statistical authorities

• Data from international databases

• Information from an HEI institutional survey

• Student and graduates’ surveys at the European level 
(EUROSTUDENT & EUROGRADUATE)

• Official statistics (EUROSTAT), country-level
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EHESO data sources



EHESO Microdata - Sources

Official Education 
Statistics

Personnel, students, and graduates

Gender, citizenship, age, mobility, 
roles

Financials: revenue, expenditures

Self-Collected Data

Institutional descriptors: name, 
acronym, year, website

Geographical data: city, postcode, 
coordinates, NUTS region

EHESO institutional and student 
surveys

External Sources

Erasmus+ mobility data

EU Framework Programme projects

EQAR quality assurance data

Academic Patents

Bibliometric Indicators



EHESO Microdata – Coverage

• Which countries are included?

• EU Member States: All 27

• EEA-EFTA Countries: Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway, Switzerland

• Candidate Countries: Albania, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Kosovo, North Macedonia, 
Montenegro, Serbia, Turkye

• Others: United Kingdom, Holy See, Andorra

• Institutions Covered: ~3,500 higher education institutions

• Latest Data: 2022/2023 available for most countries
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Key resources
Live Demo
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EHESO Website - Microdata access
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EHESO Website - Microdata access
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EHESO Website - Methodology
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EHESO Website - Methodology



• Provides a description of the data collection methodology for the ETER data collection, i.e. 
the main data collection on individual Higher Education Institutions undertaken with National 
Authorities; 

• The handbook provides basic definitions, the perimeter for data collection, classification 
schemes for data, the definition of variables and guidelines for data collection and quality 
control.

• Updated as of April 2025 and has been adopted for the ETER data collection 2022 (as well as 
for updating the former data collected).

• Handbook for the European Tertiary Education Register data collection
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Handbook for the ETER data collection

https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/5ebee9a9-19aa-11f0-b1a3-01aa75ed71a1


• Methodology for the integration of institutional (HEI-level) data in the European Higher 
Education Sector Observatory (EHESO), including 

• Publication data

• Patent data

• Participations to European Framework Programs, 

• Data on quality evaluation

• Erasmus mobility data 

• For each type of data, it provides information on the data source, the variables to be 
extracted, the methodology and specifies the process through which data is integrated in the 

EHESO data centre.

• Handbook for external institutional data sources 2025
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Handbook for external institutional data sources

https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/7fa1f4ad-5d37-11f0-a9d0-01aa75ed71a1/language-en
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Navigating through the 
EHESO Microdata interface
Live Demo



Selecting the menu Search / Search HEI Data will lead you to the 

core functions of the EHESO microdata web interface. These core 

functions allow you to: 

• select your data and variables of interest. 

• choose your preferred display and export settings. 

• export your selected data including metadata information. 
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Choose your HEI data 
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Select your variables: Select all

Select all variables at once
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Select your variables: Groups of variables

Choose a predefined group of variables
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Select your variables: Individual variables

Individually arrange your dataset
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Select your variables: Filter

Filter variables by name



25

Select your variables: Quick export full

Export the whole dataset
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Select your variables: Quick export selected

Export selected variables
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Select your variables: Institutional types

Export institutional types
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Select your variables of interest

Select and continue
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Select years and countries

Select years

Select countries
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Select institutions

1. Search by name

2. Load
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Add/remove variables

1. Open Quick Select

2. Add/remove variable

3.



1. Replace variable codes (for nominal 

variables), special codes (for missing 

variables) and flags with their full labels in 

order to support statistical analysis and 

graphical illustrations.

2. Choose your preferred export header in 

order to use either variable labels (full 

name) and/or variable names 

(systematic variable naming). 

3. Choose your preferred export format 

(.csv, .xlsx or ‘Machine Ready’)
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Choose display and export settings

1

2

3



• Export visible data: all variables in the 

grid are exported for the year(s) and 

country(ies)

• Export metadata: provides you a 

Microsoft Excel sheet with all 

metadata information at the country 

level for the year(s) and country(ies) 

of your search (highly recommended)
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Export your selected data and metadata 



Special codes Labels

a not applicable

m information missing

c confidential

s value larger than 0 and below or 

equal to 3 recoded for 

confidentiality reasons
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Special codes & data flags 

Data flags Labels

b break in time series

d definition differs

de break in time series due to a demographic 

event

i see metadata

ic inconsistent

rd rounded

c confidential

ms missing subcategory

p provisional, data might be revised at later 

stage

r remark



• Good for simple analyses, generate 
summary table etc.

• You should know how to use pivot tables 
to generate summaries

• Very limited for more complex analyses

• Limited reproducibility

Your choice for simple ad hoc 
analyses.

• More time for data preparation and coding

• Allow more complex data treatment and 
analyses

• Scripting allows automation and redo 
analyses on new versions

Your choice for complex work including 
statistical analyses.
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Which data analysis tool should I use?



36

Q&A
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Thank you!

The European Higher Education Sector Observatory is possible thanks to funding from Erasmus+, the European programme for 
education, training, youth and sport. It is an initiative by the European Commission’s Directorate-General for Education, Youth, Sport, and 
Culture. It is operated by a consortium under a service contract with the European Education and Culture Executive Agency (EACEA).

Please provide a short feedback 

https://ec.europa.eu/eusurvey/runner/EHESO_Training250925

https://ec.europa.eu/eusurvey/runner/EHESO_Training250925
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