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PROGRAMME 
 

Date 12 November 2025  

Venue European Education and Culture Executive Agency (EACEA) 
North Light building, 13th floor 
Bd Simon Bolivar 34, Brussels, Belgium 

 

08:45-09:30 Registration and welcome coffee 

 

  PART 1 Welcome and keynotes 
Hybrid format, online participation available 

  

09:30-09:40 Welcome by EACEA 
Florence MONDIN | Head of Unit – Platforms, Studies and Analysis | European 

Education and Culture Executive Agency (EACEA)  

09:40-09:50 Keynote by the European Commission 
Susanne CONZE | Head of Unit – Higher Education | European Commission, 

Directorate-General for Education, Youth, Sport and Culture (DG EAC) 

09:50-10:00 Keynote by the EHESO consortium 
Benedetto LEPORI | EHESO Scientific Director 

10:00-10:10 Keynotes Q&A 

Mantas PUPINIS | EHESO Deputy Project Manager 

 

  PART 2 Thematic sessions 
Hybrid format, online participation available 

  

10:10-11:10 Session 1: Promoting entrepreneurship and innovation in higher education 

Chaired by Ingrid RIGLER | Deputy Head of Unit – EIT and Innovation | European 

Commission, Directorate-General for Education, Youth, Sport and Culture (DG EAC) 

Flávia COLUS | HEInnovate Deputy Project Manager 

Inga POPOVAITĖ | Principal Investigator | PPMI, part of the Verian Group 

Peter JOORE | Chair – Open Innovation Research Group | NHL Stenden University of  

Applied Sciences 

Bart DERRE | Director – Center for Entrepreneurship | HOGENT University of Applied 

Sciences and Arts 

11:10-11:30 Coffee break  

  



 

11:30-12:30 Session 2: Fostering STEM in higher education: increasing graduate numbers 

and closing the gender gap 
Chaired by Georgi DIMITROV | Head of Unit – Digital Education | European 

Commission, Directorate-General for Education, Youth, Sport and Culture (DG EAC) 

Omar ABOZEID | Principal Investigator | PPMI, part of the Verian Group 

Hanne SHAPIRO | Associate – Centre for Higher Education Transformation | 

University of Bristol 

Duru BAYRAM | Assistant Professor – Department of Applied Physics and Science 

Education | Eindhoven University of Technology 

12:30-13:30 Lunch break 

13:30-14:30 Session 3: Who benefits from graduate tracking data and how? 
Chaired by Giovanni RUSSO | Expert in Skills and Workplaces | CEDEFOP 

Frans KAISER | Senior Researcher – Centre for Higher Education Policy Studies 

(CHEPS) | University of Twente 

Arnaud DUPRAY | Project Manager | Center for Studies and Research on 

Qualifications (Céreq)  

Katarina WEßLING | Senior Researcher – Research Centre for Education and the 

Labour Market (ROA) | Maastricht University 

 

  PART 3 Breakout sessions 
Only available for in-person participants  

 

14:30-14:35 Introduction to the breakout sessions 
  Mantas PUPINIS | EHESO Deputy Project Manager 

14:35-15:20 Parallel breakout sessions 

Empowering universities through EHESO-HEInnovate synergies – Room 13-007 
Co-moderated by Marian BELKO | Head of Entrepreneurship Education Section | 

European Institute of Innovation and Technology (EIT) 

Driving the EU STEM Education Strategic Plan through tech-focused European 

University Alliances – Room 13-018 
Co-moderated by Sophie VISCIDO | Secretary General | EuroTech 

Exploring graduate tracking use cases and strengthening impact through a 

graduate tracking user group – Room 13-222 

Co-moderated by Ana DUPLAVA | Policy and Project Officer | EURASHE 

15:20-15:35 Coffee break 
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  PART 4 Wrapping up 
Hybrid format, online participation available 

 

15:35-15:50 Reporting from the breakout sessions 

By stakeholder representatives 

15:50-16:30 Concluding panel discussion: How can EHESO best contribute to the Union of  

Skills? 

Moderated by David CROSIER | Studies and Analysis Manager – Platforms, Studies 

and Analysis Unit | EACEA 

Julie FIONDA | Deputy Head of Unit – Union of Skills | European Commission, 

Directorate-General for Employment, Social Affairs and Inclusion 

Johan BLAUS | Vice Chair Taskforce Benchmark | CESAER 

Katrijn VANDENBORNE | President 2024-2025 | Board of European Students of 

Technology (BEST) 

Nils ELOFSSON | Adviser – Social Affairs Department | Business Europe 

16:30  End of the conference 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


