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• European higher education is traditionally composed of national systems

• Widely different in structure, organization and resources

• Data at the European level only allowing comparing countries (EUROSTAT, OECD)

• Individual HEIs featured in international rankings are deprived of their specific contexts and presented selectively (research 
universities only)

•  The evolution towards a ‘European system’ and European Strategy for Universities

• Need for a data and indicators system to assess the achievement of policy goals

• But, also, to orient scholars, students, and the public in the European higher education

• Taking into account the diversity of the European HEI landscape

3 

Context and background



• Collecting basic statistical data on European HEIs: the European Tertiary Education Register

• Profiling individual HEIs according to relevant dimensions for users: the U-MULTIRANK 
project

• Collecting European-level of information on social conditions of students (EUROSTUDENT) 
and on graduates’ outcomes (EUROGRADUATE)

...providing complementary information on the dimensions of HEI activities and outputs from 
different sources...

…but with overlaps and gaps…

…to be consolidated in the European Higher Education Sector Observatory…
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A stepwise development



• A supporting initiative to the European Strategy for Universities (ES4U)

• Leverage on existing data and data tools to develop a set of tools to:

• Assess the achievement of the ES4U goals at country and EU level

• Allow scholars, institutional managers, students to be able to benchmark HEIs in Europe

• Provide integrated data access for users, such as policy analysts and scholars

• integrate, streamline and enhance data sources on European Higher Education on a single 
data platform

EHESO transitional website: www.eter-project.eu (to be integrated in the EC National Policies 
Platform from 2025)

The EHESO in a nutshell
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http://www.eter-project.eu/


Implementation

• Consortium in a service contract with the European Education and Culture 
Executive Agency (EACEA) and funded by Erasmus+ (EU's programme to 
support education, training, youth and sport in Europe)

• 2+2 years for the EHESO service contract

• Consortium composed by PPMI, AIT, Joanneum Research, CHEPS and CHE, 
plus NIFU and CWTS as subcontractors, plus few national experts for ETER
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• EHESO aims to integrate, streamline and enhance data sources on European 
Higher Education on a single data platform

• Exploit synergies/reduce duplications between different projects and sources

• Provide a data platform for data storage, management and access by 
external users through user-centered EHESO tools

• Work on methodologies and data quality standards (in close connection with 
EUROSTAT and OECD)
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Data integration



• Official statistics (EUROSTAT), country-level

• HEI-level statistical data: ETER data collection from national statistical authorities

• Information from an HEI institutional survey

• Student and graduates’ surveys at the European level

• Data from international databases (publications, patents, EU projects)

Data from these sources are integrated in the data centre and combined to construct 
indicators for the different EHESO tools.
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Main data sources



• Comparing countries: the Higher Education Sector Scoreboard

• Finding and comparing similar HEIs by dimension: the benchmarking tool

• Accessing micro-data for further analysis: the EHESO data interface

• Developing a European student observatory

Concepts and preliminary design will be presented and discussed in the four 
breakout groups.

Serving diverse user needs
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Higher Education 

Sector Scoreboard

Summary indicators 

on ES4U policy goals

Combining several 

sources 

(EUROSTAT, ETER, 

EUROSTUDENT, 

EUROGRADUATE, 

ERASMUS, etc.)

Available from 

January 2025 on the 

National Policies 

Platform
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www.eter-project.eu > will be revised and extended in 2025

• Identify similar institutions to the focal one

• Create customized comparisons by the 

relevant dimension

http://www.eter-project.eu
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++

• Section of HEIs, countries and 

years

• Fine-grained selection of 

variables

• Customized export

www.eter-project.eu > will be extended to country-level data and additional sources

http://www.eter-project.eu


Developing a roadmap for the implementation of a new student tool addressing

• Mobile students within Europe

• Non-European Students coming to Europe

helping them to make informed choices on their HEI.

In synergy with existing initiatives (Study in Europe).
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A European Student Observatory

Content/structure ? An integrated tool with information on all levels ?

Country City University Subject/dregrees

Portfolio of information & indicators ?

Discussion in 

break-out session

Name ? European Higher Education Student Hub ?



• Different forms of involvement of stakeholders in the EHESO process

• Policy & Strategy Advisory Board, Technical Support Group, Indicators working group, Student 
Observatory working group

• Involving institutional stakeholders (OECD, EUROSTAT, EUA), country representatives, scholars in the 
field, institutional managers, student representatives, other initiatives such as EUROGRADUATE, 
EUROSTUDENT, EQAR

• Providing dissemination activities: policy & country reports, training, seminars, presentations, etc.

• A tools co-design approach

• This workshop gives you the opportunity to provide feedback on the design of the tools at an early stage
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Engaging stakeholders 



Thank you!

The European Higher Education Sector Observatory is possible thanks to funding from Erasmus+, the European 
programme for education, training, youth and sport. It is an initiative by the European Commission’s Directorate-
General for Education, Youth, Sport, and Culture. It is operated by a consortium under a service contract with the 
European Education and Culture Executive Agency (EACEA).
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